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Transcript

Mike Richard: This is an interview on July 12th, 1999 at thenkoof Marvin Sadik, and the
interviewer is Mike Richard. And, Mr. Sadik, couldu give me your full name and spell it
please?

Marvin Sadik: It's Marvin Sherwood Sadik, S-A-D-I-K.

MR: And what was your date of birth?

MS: June 27, 1932.

MR: And where were you born?

MS: In Springfield, Mass.



MR: And how long did you live there for?
MS: | lived there until | went to college. So, foetkirst eighteen years | guess.

MR: And can you tell me a little bit about your fayndackground? First of all your parents’
full names?

MS: My father was Harry Benjamin Sadik and my motlas Florence Askenis, that was her
maiden name.

MR: And what were their occupations?

MS:. Well, my mother didn’t have one. My father wasaveling salesman.
MR: Do you have any siblings, or have you had anyngjs?

MS: No, no.

MR: Only child. And what were your parents’ politica social attitudes?

MS: | don’t think my mother had any particular palél interest. My father was a liberal
Democrat.

MR: Did he discuss politics much with you and youitineo?
MS: A little bit, a little bit.

MR: How would you, how would you compare your devet@nt as a child politically or
socially compared to your father, did he affect pounfluence you?

MS: Yeah, | suppose if he had been, | don’'t knowni s true, if he’d been a right wing
Republican, God knows. Except that in my educatidmgh school, | gravitated toward the
more liberal teachers, and | think | would haverbadeft winger, as it were, anyway. But | had
liberal attitudes. | am nevertheless still a lestalAnd I'm having a little trouble in the tussi¢
supporting either Al Gore or Bill Bradley, whomike better. But | have always been a loyal
Democrat. | was one of the first people in Mainsupport Bill Clinton. | was just

overwhelmed by his knowledge and intelligence, kstdyed with him through thick and thin in
the campaign and, because | thought he was ungoabty the best candidate. He was, he is. |
knew he was a philanderer, | almost talked to Hwwoud that once, but | didn’t quite get up my
gumption to do it during the campaign.

MR: And when did you first meet President Clinton?

MS: It was in October ‘92, or '91. Was it ‘91 or '92%uess it was ‘91, October '91. That'’s



right.
MR: And how did you become involved in working fos ltampaign?

MS: Well I don’t know, | simply was involved. Tom l&h was involved, our present
congressman, and | was one of the first few. Ikhiraised more money for Bill than anybody
else in Maine. And I used to go, you know, go &etings where we stuffed envelopes and so
forth. And I visited with him a few times and, Is¢ was, is impressive in terms of intelligence
and knowledge.

MR: Okay, well getting back to your life in Sprindfieas a child actually, what, how would
you describe the Springfield community, or at lehstneighborhood in which you grew up?

MS:. Well I, that, | may have been the only Jewishikithe neighborhood. And | think there
was a lot of anti-Semitism on the part of Irishi@dics anyway in the neighborhood. The
Sullivan boys were, oh God, they were a terror. Arey used to show me pictures of Hitler in
the newspaper and say he was coming over to getameé.the O’Neils, my mother once gave
them a set of glasses. They lived across the saeétthe son wouldn’t drink out of them
because they’d come from Jews. So, | was consoibaisti-Semitism early on. | don’t think |
knew much about the general Springfield commurtigllabut in my neighborhood | was
conscious that | was Jewish and lots of people'tiitie Jews.

MR: Was there a large Jewish population in your resghood, or were you one of the . . .?
MS:. No, no, not in my particular neighborhood.

MR: And what was the, as, I'm not sure if you can tbgy when you were so young then, but
do you know anything about the political affiliatiof the area? Was it strange that your father
was a Democrat in your neighborhood?

MS:. No, I think, the Irish-Catholics were traditiolyaDemocrats. And |, you know, there are a
lot of, in Massachusetts, there are a lot of I@sitholics who'd vote for any Democrat. And
most of them were Irish Catholic. And | was indawf them and got to know some of them
like, Foster fame), who became governor was an Italian Catholic] Pawer, who was

governor, and Maurice Tobin, who was. | was acéigevery young, so | got to know these guys.
And, much more so than my family, | was more esidstic about politics. And | think the
Democrats are always better than the Republicans.

MR: And what would you say were some of the factbas got you so interested in politics at
such a young age?

MS: Oh, God, it's hard to say. It seemed, and sti#ms, the one walk of life where you have a
chance of doing good, you really can do somethangydur fellow man. And that is something
that means a lot to me. And it seems to me, thmuBleeans right now for example, are trying to



shatter aspects of Medicare. And | mean it's &l just, the Republicans have their hearts in
their pocketbook and I think that’'s a damn pityneler thought we’d consider that at all, as
Shepard Lee, whom you may have interviewed andwadwma closer buddy of Muskie’s, Shep
always said, “You and | vote against our own irgesdecause we vote liberal Democrats and
they raise taxes.” And so, but that never concemegdand doesn’t concern me. | don't like the
way all the taxes are being spent, you know, ond@mmwe don’t need, and aircraft, all of that.
But | still feel the Democrats spend a good portbit on the well being of the nation. And it is
the business of government to help the citizensnlt, the laissez faire attitude of a lot of
Republicans, it’s just bullshit. | think some betn feel that, deeply in their hearts they're
misguided, but a lot of them do it, they’re, foregethey’re deeply in their pocketbooks.

MR: And how involved were you with the local politicammunity in Springfield?

MS: Not really. The local political community whemvhs young was Republican, so I, | met
our congressman and | actually spoke at a luncttedrhe spoke at. And, Charles Clason I'm
talking about, and what a bum. And, but | did tgemeet people like, as | said, Maurice Tobin,
who became governor, and Paul Dever, who becamergory, and it was fun to be around. |
was not very, | was too young to be significantlyalved. But they seemed to me better men
than Robert, Governor Robert Bradford who was apteta nitwit, and some of the Republican
candidates for governor.

MR: And now, was this while you were in high schdwlttyou became first involved?
MS:. Yes, yeah.
MR: What capacity was this, were you just an intexéstudent or were you . . .?

MS:. Yeah, yeah, | was also editor in chief of thehhrsghool newspaper and as such | had, | had
leave to interview a lot of these people, and | did

MR: Now did you go to the public Springfield schogsg&em through high school?
MS. Yes, yeah.
MR: And which high school was this?

MS:. Classical High School, which was once a veryimigtished place. It was pretty good
when | went there. At one time Harvard offeredophy over a period of ten years to the
preparatory schools that sent the best studeidaneard, after their records at Harvard. And
various, you know, Andover, Exeter won it; Claskldamh won it three times and has the
trophy, but that was before my time. But it wageay good school. | never considered going to
prep school. I think it's advisable, frankly, basa when | got to college, | found the people
who had been to Andover and Exeter were way ahead oThey knew a lot of things that |
didn’t know. And they also clacked, they were, theyl more friends in a way.



MR: And what was life like socially in high schooWas there still an atmosphere of anti-
Semitism @nintelligible phrase)?

MS:. No, | don't, a little bit but not, | don’t thinkjou know, there were a couple of bastards
who were outspokenly, students, outspokenly antiée But | have not been, there are Jews
who think, who see and anti-Semite behind everjhbuslon’t. | know that down deep a great
many non-Jews don't like Jews for whatever reaaag,reason. But | don’t, you know, my
dearest friends are not Jews, here in Maine.

MR: And were you, getting back to your parents’ el beliefs, were they practicing Jews?

MS. They were, yeah they were practicing Jews but,veent to synagogue and so forth, but
we didn’t have a kosher house. They weren’t theirtparents were, but they weren’t too
actively, it's difficult to be an orthodox Jew. Améally, orthodox Jew, you have to abide by six
hundred some odd tenets of the Talmud, that’'s madde | think orthodoxy unfortunately,
fundamentalism in any religion, is a bad thing lyadsecause God didn’t write the Bible, it was
written by man. And to be totally literal aboutstdangerous, as it is in Islam to be totally
liberal about the Koran. And although | have aagamiration for the Catholic church and
great interest in it, | believe a lot of their ledd are humbug. In any event they have revealed
truth, you know, and then the real thing, and #atlittle disquieting. But I've gotten to know a
lot of Catholics whom | admire. | knew Cardinaldke of New York very well, and | was on
Pope Paul VI's committee of religion and art anahirte the Vatican once a year to visit with
him. And the people around him were very inteligas he was, and witty and it was great fun,
and | have enormous respect for the Catholic chufaeid | even like Mother Angelica, is that
her name?

MR: | think so, yeah.

MS: Because when she talks, it kind of makes sehbgten to her on the television and | think,
you know, hmmm, that’s pretty good. And, and teeme of the other people who are on the
EWTN, they’re just absolutely off the wall, but simakes sense, when she’s not selling a book
or something. | suppose you're a Catholic?

MR: Yes, | am actually.

MS: A devout Catholic?

MR: Yes.

MS. Well, it's okay. | had considered once, becatseeacher who had the greatest influence
on me in high school was a Catholic convert. utitt hmm. But | finally felt, and feel that

anybody who'’s a Jew has got to stand up. The bews been, had such a rough time in modern
times that anybody who’s Jew has to be a Jew amdi stp for the Jews. And I’'m a Zionist and,



you name it, I'm on the, I'm on the left side as\tlwere, the right side, the left side. But I'm
not an orthodox Jew by a long shot.

MR: And after high school, is that when you movedwfram Springfield you said?
MS: Yes.

MR: And where did you go to college?

MS: | went to Harvard.

MR: Harvard.

MS: And so | moved to Cambridge where | stayed flamg time in graduate school and
everything. And it was a great, obviously a grefitence on me. | have more regrets about
Harvard than | have, that | didn’t take certainrts®s. | began, | immediately discovered, | can’t
see why any of this is relevant, | immediately digred that | liked fine arts, art history, so |
studied virtually every course including Byzantaré and took graduate seminars and so forth,
instead of taking more varied courses in Engligrditure and history that | wanted to. | came
into it by accident. In my first year at Harvardd an attack of appendicitis, had to have my
appendix out, missed a good deal of the first té&xnd the dean, the baby dean who was in
charge of me said, “Well, why don’t you just begiain in February?” Which is what | did. He
didn’t know, and | discovered that there wereny &@shman half courses, so | had to take
upper class; | took five upper class coursesd Mery well. One of them was in art history,
Baroque painting in northern Europe. | had no idbat Baroque meant, and | did well and
liked it so | said, “Gee, | was going to be a histo, a regular historian.” | figured well, I'll gy

in art history. So that’s how that happened. Bainbridge was a very rewarding place to live.
One of my roommates was Stephsic James] Joyce’s grandson, James, Stephen Joyoes Jam
Joyce’s grandson, and | got to knawmifitelligible phrase). And, it was, you know, it had, and
then you could go for twenty cents on the subwaj¢éoBoston Museum, and the Fogg Museum
was full of treasures. And at one point | decitiedo to everything, extracurricular thing being
offered in Cambridge or Boston in a particular weekvas exhausted, there was something
wonderful virtually every day, and you know, yowha do your work so it's not possible.
There’s, the, the richness of offerings to a Hahatudent is endless. And then president Pusey
(sounds like), said, he became president while | was theradlrhet president Conant who was
there when | came, and Pusey said that “the reglose or use of a college education is the
contemplation of greatness,” and | think that'striAnd | think in that kind of an ambiance, it's
hard not to get educated. There are a lot of desinvho graduated from Harvard, and there’s
some of them here in Maine and friends of mineamays pointing to them, oh there’s a guy
from Harvard, ha-ha-ha, and | always think, oh Gumtause two of these guys are the worst
crap heads in the-. So, Harvard didn't affect elbedy the way it affected me.

MR: And what types of extracurricular activities hetschool were you involved in?



MS. At Harvard you mean?
MR: Yeah.

MS:. Oh let's see. Oh, | was a Boylston prize speakbich wasn’t, no nothing. | don’t know
that, | think most of the extracurricular thingsree®f my own making, going to exhibitions,
going to art dealers on Newbury Street in Bostibbought my first old master drawing for
ninety dollars on Newbury Street, turned out tdpehe great artist Guercino, 17th century
Italian artist, and | paid ten dollars a week torlt’s now in the, in the museum at Wellesley, so
it was a good thing. But that was a very interggtworld, and | spent a lot of time taking the
subway to Boston, particularly on Saturday, togart galleries and also rare book stores and
bought some wonderful things, bec-, and | had \itlg money. | had a j-, one of my
extracurricular activities was, | was, worked ie tHarvard College archives which was very
interesting, for twenty bucks a week and, part tiame so | was always interested in autographs
and manuscript material. And then as a freshmaaK the great course on bibliography which
was only open to graduate students. But when éthlith Bill Bond who was director at
Houghton Library and Bill Jackson who was his psdsor, they said, “you can come in the
course.” And that was very enlightening and | heatk a lot.

MR: Were there some professors or other studentsdaaby influenced you while you were at
Harvard, someone that you were very close taain{elligible phrase)?

MS:. Yeah, | think the student who impressed me niwtltknew was Nick Sakofsky, who is
now curator of American painting at the Nationall&g. He was terrifically bright, and we
used to go to the National Gallery, to the Bostams®um on his motor cycle. And there were
obviously professors who were very influential, werful, Sydney Freeberg in art history was
to Ben Roland in art history, | mean they were gmen. And perhaps Millard Meese, the
greatest of them all, and if he had stayed at Hdrirestead of going to the Institute at Princeton,
| think | would have stayed in his field which wieisanco Flemish book illumination from 1370
to 1420, which he calledufintelligible phrase) because you sat down and held books. It was
wonderful, it was wonderfully interesting, and whealeft, there was nobody there who knew
anything about it. So, at any rate.

MR: And did you manage to stay politically activeirterested while you were at Harvard?

MS: A little bit, yeah. | remember kids singing hetstreets,g(ngs) “Kennedy for president,
Nixon for the birds.” | loved that. And | was ardent Kennedy supporter, | think | was in
graduate school by this, yes, at that time. | assstant senior tutor of one of the Harvard
houses, and | was sure Kennedy was going to wirvandus other people saidinjntelligible
phrase). He did win, but not by much. But he seemeth& | was an ardent Adlai Stevenson
man, but when Kennedy started to appear on tetevpiiestion and answer shows in early
1960, campaigns were not so fucking long as theyhaw, he seemed to have all the answers.
He was so smart, he knew, and so | went over todsinh dropped Adlai Stevenson. Although |
admired Stevenson immensely, | figured we've gavito and this guy can win. And win he did.



MR: And you, so you said you went to Harvard gradsths well, in art history?
MS: Yes.
MR: And that was a four year program?

MS. God, how long did it go on? | was there from,dkof, well, | graduated in ‘54 and | then
spent two years as assistant curator at the Wercadt Museum. Then | went back, and then
came to Maine in 1961 as director of the Bowdoins®lum.

But | was conscious of Ed Muskie before that. Hesa hero to me because he had won the
election to the governorship in 1954 in the middfi¢he Eisenhower whatever, and Ed always
said that was the kind of high point of his lifapwing that election, and described what it was
like saying that, you know, he would go to commiasitand again, we, they had, the whole
campaign, everybody running for senate and goveandrcongress. They had eighteen thousand
bucks for the whole business, they didn’'t have laingt And they used to collect a little money
in a car on the way to a TV station so they coulyg & few minutes. And Ed said that the thing
that impressed him was, in Republican communitiessaid, there were people, who were
Republicans obviously, sitting on their porchetelsng to him and not cheering him. And at
some point in the campaign he came to the conclubiat he was going to win, you know. He
thought, when he started out, nobody had any hepmbld win. But he said, “Suddenly | came
to realize people were listening and asking goasktjans, Republicans as well as Democrats.”
And by God he did win. That was a triumphant thimghim and, | saved thBme magazine

with him on the cover having won the election ¢f."5He was virtually the only bright light in
the Democratic Party during the Eisenhower, theom'sr two terms.

MR: And now, when did you first meet Ed Muskie?

MS: I guess | first met him sometime in 1962, prolgablthe fall of ‘62 when he was, one of
his campaigns I think, for senate. And, you knbavgo to political meetings and they’d they
always served ham and scalloped potatoes and strgndhortcake. It was always lousy. But |
would go to these meetings, | contributed, | becamember of, | think it may have been the
Committee of Four Hundred or something. You cowdtabute fifty bucks and become a
member of that. They never had four hundred mesntiecourse. The Democrats were not
very rich in those years, | don’t think they’re yeich now. But at any rate, that's how | got to
meet him, at rallies and what not. And he camédBowdoin Museum and, you know, | got
autographed pictures and what not. | don’t thiakalas deeply conscious in any way of who the
hell I was, but he was always followed around bysbody who would whisper in his ear who
somebody, because Ed was never good at rememimenings. Not like George Mitchell who
never forgets a name.

MR: And did you, did you just contribute to the camgpa or did you actually work on some of
the campaigns?



MS: Yes I did, | campaigned with Richard Dubord whaswunning for governor, and |
traveled with him. And he didn’t make, he didndtghe nomination, let alone the election. And,
oh, | guess some of the unsuccessful candidatesidw what’s his name who ran for congress
and was later a professor at Bowdoin, oh, I'm sbamassed because he was such a dear
wonderful person, one of my dearest friends. Jdbnovan, what a wonderful man he was.
One of the best people | ever met, and we got alemgwell. And so, | mean you go to parties
of people | knew, in the days | was there at Bowgdand they all talked politics and they knew
what they were talking about, and it was alwayy weteresting.

MR: And for how long did you work at the Bowdoin Muse (unintelligible phrase)?

MS. From ‘61 to ‘67 when | then became the foundiivgator of the museum at the University
of Connecticut. | was enticed to come by the jiexsi of the university, Hilmar Babbidge, who
became one of my dearest friends, and it was dgto@tause of him that | accepted the job.
And at Bowdoin they didn’'t seem to be appreciatimgvery much, although we were at the top
of the art page of the Sundiigw York Times eight times for exhibits and what not that | had
done. And the main critic of tHBmes wrote an article once in thdew York Times on Sunday
saying Manhattan is an island, and then he poioicll the things that this hillbilly Sadik had
accomplished in Brunswick, Maine. And I, one dayals visiting the Museum of Modern Art, |
was up in their offices to get material, and | cetl it was tacked to the bulletin board which
amused me. But | don’t know, nobody seemed todpg sorry that | left Bowdoin. There were
various people like the editor of the local newsgapho said you're trying to do too much.
Trying to do too much, it never occurred to me.dAiad forty-four thousand dollars a year to
spend on everything. But we reached a level ehdtince for the museum that has not yet been
matched. And we bought wonderful things with vetyel money; | had four thousand dollars a
year to spend. They have about a hundred-fiftyshad now, don’t buy anything worth. But |
bought wonderful pictures, one | bought for thieeusand bucks that | suppose today is worth
more than a million. And it was, | enjoyed Bowdaind | enjoyed the people in Maine, and
rather regretted that | had gone to Connecticteltoyou the truth.

But, Don Nicoll was important. He’s told me thhéte was, the minute | got to Connecticut it
was too late. He called and said, “You know, tlseegeing to be a vacancy at the National
Portrait Gallery in Washington, the directorshipgdave can’t do anything about it, but | thought
I'd tell you.” So, | started to campaign for tlejamong my friends in the academic world and
so forth, so when it really came up people askééll' who would you recommend?” A lot of
people recommended me. And | got the job as diredtthe National Portrait Gallery in 1969
and stayed there for twelve years, until it goy kaow, it had millions of dollars in budget, two
hundred ten employees, it got to be it wasn’t fap more. And, Ed’d come to the museum
fairly often for dinner or, or for drinks. And I'do to their house for dinner.

MR: So you became close with the Muskies while yotevie Maine?

MS:. Yeah, in Maine | got to know them well, | wouldaasionally go with them when



campaigning. And | remember one day | was sititmtne middle of the back seat, Ed on one
side and Jane on the other. They were fightinghiédéabout something, as they often did. And |
thought, oh God, so | just scooched back. And theg get out of the car, to a rally or
something, they were just completely lovely dovayg & wasn’t. And | remember once we went
to the race track and Ed said, “I think | know wtted daily double is, I've been listening.” So
he gave me two bucks, one of the rare occasioevdérehanded me money. And | took two
bucks and we both bet and we both won, we eachtwelve bucks. That was really, | thought
gee, that's pretty good. And got a free steakeliia boot. | got to know him here in Maine
and in Washington, he was obviously in the Senatkesa we got to know each other a little bit.

| mean, he did come to dinner parties and cocgtailies and what not, he and Jane. And they
invited me out and, occasionally we’d eat out nestaurant or something. | remember Ed
wasn't a very good driver. | shouldn’t say thatt he wasn’t a very careful driver. But, at any
rate, he never killed anybody as far as | know, lsmaever got, | don’t know whether he got
dents in the car or not, but he might have.

MR: And when you were in Maine, who else in the Deratic or the Republican Party did you
become close with through your campaign work ingdikdes? You mentioned Don Nicoll |
guess.

MS:. Yeah, Don, Shepard Lee was very significant. ilumost of my time in Maine the
principle office holders were Republican, and whdid a show at Bowdoin called “As Maine
Goes” about the way the Maine coast was being deshave printed nine thousand copies of
that catalogue, John Reed attacked me. And | ldygaw, it was terrific. So the television
people came to see me, and | wanted to be sunedmbered the words of my answer to it
which was very good. So | had them written, primtadbig cards held up behind the camera by
the staff members at the museum, and so | gaazk to him. | don’t think he gave a shit, but
he was an accidental governor and in 1960 he vedsated because every anti-Catholic crawled
out of the woodwork in Maine to vote against Kenne&hd so that Frank Coffin, who had been
a congressman, didn’t win the gubernatorial rade’s one of the great Democ-, one of the great
people of all time. He’s, as you know, became judgel is a wonderful, wonderful, both he and
his wife, they were very good friends, and are, kahdove them both and admire him, you

know, extravagantly. But | don’'t know who else tlkhow. If they were around | knew, most
of the Democrats | knew ran for office and didndke it. | don’t think I really knew any
Republicans so to say. At Bowdoin | sat at a l@achtable in the Bowdoin Union, which was
occupied by all the people, the professors andcesiisdwho agreed, we all agreed on liberal
policies. And so, you know, that was the troubl&kena’ table. We really, at any rate.

| did like Maine and | made a lot of good friendsd, and, which is one of the reasons, the
reason | guess | came back to Maine to live hé&rad | love Maine in all respects, and, almost
all. There are a few nitwit rednecks. Egypt, Mais true, you know, | read that and | thought
Jesus Christ, that’s the way it is out in the bdooks. And when she built a new house and, but
had an outhouse built, didn’t have plumbing infloeise, | thought that really is moronic.
However, . ..



MR: What was Maine like compared to your experiemc8pringfield, or Brunswick where
you were living, how was it like ethnically, econaily, politically, any of those?

MS: Well ethnically it was | think full of Wasps. Tteereally wasn't the Catholic,
Massachusetts is, was and is, a fairly Catholiestdthough the Catholics there are fairly liberal
and elected Dukakis and all kinds of people. Bu¥laine, you know, there wasn't, | don’t
know, | don’t think that I could give you a sigmifint answer to that, frankly. | remember the
member of the town committee, what was her namewats so wonderful, | used to go to town
meeting, Almosa LeClerc. And | remember one megtigot up and expressed myself on a
subject that had to do with lighting in the straatdown town Brunswick. And | sat down and
Almosa stood up and blasted me because she said't khow what | was talking about, which
probably was true. But she was wonderful, | lo#dmiosa LeClerc, and | always said Almosa
for governor, she should be governor. | thinksleat to the state legislature or something, but
she was great, she was great. Tough and righslam#énew her apples, and | didn’'t speak
thereafter at town meetings. Town meetings ateerainusual, it's if you get to go you can
vote, you know, and very few people, from the tomith twelve thousand people maybe three
hundred fifty would get to a town meeting. It's way to run a revolution, it is the way to run a
revolution. And I think the caucus system in prir@a is for the birds, because all kinds of
nitwits can crawl out of the wood work and win aicas but not represent the true feeling of the
citizenry. And I've seen it happen several timesduse | go to caucuses, and whatnot, in
Falmouth and so forth, and, it's no way to do it.

MR: And, how did you start work in Bowdoin at ‘61,iar1961, what did you first, what was
the incentive to start working theren(ntelligible phrase)?

MS. Well, | was in graduate school at Harvard andigint I, it was sufficiently, Bowdoin was
sufficiently close to Cambridge that | could wnitgy dissertation there. And so, they offered me
the job and | came and looked and liked the musanaiiked Brunswick and Bowdoin, | have
great admiration for Bowdoin which is a much bestelnool today than it was when | was there.
It's, since it became coeducational, the focusdafsed to getting an education and not to
having fun at your fraternity. That was a very latlence unfortunately, fraternity influence.

At any rate, | used to go to a lot of fraternityers and they were brawls, let me tell you. And
people would say, and still do, Bowdoin alumni @ most chauvinistic alumni I've ever run in
to. Most Harvard alumni will, you know, spit in Hard’s eye, but Bowdoin alumni, Bowdoin
regardless. And they always would say well, thestagest experience at Bowdoin was their
membership in such and such a fraternity, whidbuitshit as far as I'm concerned. It was their
greatest experience. They didn’t have any expeei@h getting educated so to say. But | wa-,
the museum was, it is relatively small and the letideps tiny, and | only had a secretary and a
man who, man of all work, Merle Pottle. And the tefaus ran the museum, the three of us ran
the museum; they were just terrific. And withdugiin | couldn’t have. Today there’s, they've
got a huge staff and a lots of, much bigger butitgt forty-four thousand dollars a year, and, |
earned sixty-five hundred bucks a year and wheft I Was earning | think ten, five. The
president of Bowdoin then, Spike Coles, was verydgol didn'’t realize it at the time because he



and | did nothing but fight, but when | got to beedtor of the National Portrait Gallery |
realized that he was a genius of administrationagdnization. And, because | had to be
myself, and | figured oh, God. | once met him hippat the Century Club and was able to tell
him that. He was a terrific president, for somgbatho wasn't very liberal. | remember we had
a fight once about Malcolm X whom | admired and whize thought was the worst, you know.
However, | did admire Malcolm X and do, but I, Martuther King came and he, | did a show,
“The Portrayal of the Negro in American Paintingitdehe came to the opening of that, and that
was a terrific experience.

MR: And was the Bowdoin administration very consamatvhen you were there or was it,
compared to other colleges anuifitelligible phrase).

MS: Yeah. Oh yes, conservative, right. They wergesalne of the members of the
administration were just dreadful; they were onlyrsed about balancing the budget, which
strikes me, hmmm. You run along, you do everythljiog want to do, and then toward the end
of the year, which is what | did at the NationattPait Gallery, you took a, take a good look at
the budget to make sure you’re not going to rurr eanel you may have to cut back a little bit
then, and we never ran over at the National Po®@allery. But in the meantime I'm, you
know, did all kinds of whacky things and it wouldst whatever it cost. And then, you know,
toward the end of the fiscal year we started te,atiministrator and |1 would sit down and look at
the budget with a very cold eye and realize sonteethings | had in mind couldn’t be done
that year because we didn’t have any money lefaised a lot of money at the Portrait Gallery,
and, well, | once bought a picture there for a tprasf a million dollars at a time when | didn’t
have ten cents, but we had to have the pictural |Athe president, the secretary of the
Smithsonian said to me, “You can’t do that, it'siengt the law to commit money that you don’t
have.” And | said, “Keep quiet for two weeks aildget the money;” which | did. But he was
up in arms. | said, we had to have, it was a ggeliportrait of John Singleton Comply, and we
had to have the picture | thought, we had, it'samwyit’s still perhaps the most wonderful
picture you can see in the Portrait Gallery. Arsaid, we have to have this, and if | have to go
to jail to get it, I'm going to get it. At any &t

MR: Well I think I'm going to flip the tape right herand put in another one.

End of Sde A
SdeB

MR: This is side two of the interview with Marvin Skdn July 12th, 1999. And we were just
about to start talking about your time with the iNiaal Portrait Gallery in Washington, and
would you like to say how you first got involvedtivithat once again?

MS. Well, | campaigned to get the job, as | thinkel'already said, and got it. And | realized
that, you know, you want something, it's like ragimoney, you can't do it by, you know,
indirection. You have to use a baseball bat, yaeho go after it. So | went after this job. And
it was extremely interesting, we did wonderful ditions, the building was glorious. It was a



building that had been the patent office built egw 1836 and 1852, and it was just a glorious
building. | had something to do with renovatingtp it.

And | met, of course, everybody, | mean queengykiprinces, princesses, presidents and
senators, congressmen. | got to greatly admiredaratimire Barry Goldwater who was a great
friend of the gallery, he helped in a lot of thingse was a terrific guy. And you got to meet
some senators and you realize right away they'aetxas they look, full of humbug, you
know. God, they are gas bags. There are ceraiatsrs, as | told Pat Moynihan recently, and
he’s been one of the best, | said, “There are icesenators that when they stand up to speak
look like they’re having trouble making a senteiic&nd we, he and | agree on members,
certain members of the senate whom | say are dapdshe’d say, “Yeah, they're dopes.” And,
I’m not going to mention any names because sontieenn, they're still in the Senate and still,
these are high placed Democrats.

MR: Who were some of the legislators, senators aftirmembers, political people that you
were involved with while you were in Washington?

MS. Well, Bill Douglas, who's a Supreme Court Justigas one, and he was just terrific.
When | went to dinner with him, which was a fewesnhe was so interesting | hoped nobody
else would say anything. Katy Lockheim, who hadrbeo-director of the Democratic National
Committee for eight years took me under her wirsgt avere. So through her | got to meet
everybody. Barry Goldwater, and what'’s his, thespient, President Ford, and everybody liked
her, Republican or Democrat. And, | think she®gpslaround a bit. At any rate, oh | just got to
meet a lot of senators and a lot of Cabinet offi@erd figures who were prominent in
Washington. And we did an exhibition on a Danisinger, one of many exhibitions, who had
come to America during the American Revolution pathted George Washington. And we did
that show and it, the queen of Denmark came andempthe show. It was their only public
event during the bicentennial in the United Stadesl, invited me to dinner on the royal yacht
that night, and knighted me. I'm #o eign term) which is the oldest knighthood in Europe. And
Henry Kissinger was there and gave me permissi@cd¢ept the decoration, because you need
this permission of the secretary of state to acadpteign decoration, which I didn’t know. And
that was interesting.

| had dinner one night with the queen of the Ndémels. She was charming and very down to
earth. And | met Queen Elizabeth. The British Asgador was, Peter, Sir Peter Ramsbottom
was just terrific, what a great guy. And we hatd lof fun, he would invite me to things and I'd
invite him to things. And Nelson Rockefeller catodunch one day, it was just three or four of
us. | was campaigning to get the National Muse@ithe® American Indian built on the last
unoccupied spot on the mall in Washington. Anddtfproposed it in the spring of 1973 and it's
going to be built now. And I've just been invitedthe ground breaking in September because
they realize that | was, you know, | campaignedtféor years in letters to various people and
letters to théNew York Times which got printed. And | really think I'm the Jesl father of the
Indian Museum. But | felt if they had a museum ahdwed the glory of Indian art and that the
relevance, the great relevance of the Indian {ifedb our ecological point of view today, that



Congress, built right under the nose of Congreg®sife the National Gallery, that Congress
would never be able to kick the Indians in thehesgain; that was one of my motives, political.
And | met with fame) and other prominent Indians, all of whom liked tlea and who said,
you know, “Well the Indians who want to get backnsoof their artifacts, don’t give them back
because if you give them back you'll never see thgain, they'll just piss them away.” But
they’re wondering, this will be a great museum. Amg deputy director of the National Portrait
Gallery, Douglas Evelyn, is the deputy directothad National Museum of the American Indian,
so that'’s pretty good.

MR: Now, you were pretty close to the national pcéditiscene, obviously, during your time
there in the seventiear(intelligible word). What was your, what’'s your assessment of the
partisan situation during then or theiftelligible phrase)?

MS: Well, you know, everything is partisan, but peoplere always polite to each other, as
they are in British Parliament, they, my honorablatever, instead of calling them shithead.
It's against the rules to use nasty words. |, $whcourse delighted to be there during the Nixon
impeachment because we all loathed Nixon. | hbidi @oster in my private john at the National
Portrait Gallery which said, “Would you buy a uszd from this man?” Horrible guy. And, oh

| couldn’t wait to get home during the impeachmeloiing the trial, the Congressional
investigation. Every night I'd almost run peopieeoto get home and see what had happened
that day; watch television and find out what hagaenl met Nixon a few times and he gave me
a pair of presidential cuff links and, which | sliave. And he, we talked and people say, what
did he say and | say, | can’t, you know, and that®t everybody would say, you talked to
Nixon you couldn’t remember anything he said, bseduwe didn’t say anything.

And | was the first, one of the first supporterslmhmy Carter in Washington, and | remember
one of the things that went on a lot was at dip@eties, everybody would write down who he
was for for president before the nomination or bimg. And I'd write down, | was the only
person for Jimmy Carter and they’d throw thingmat Distinguished people like the librarian
of Congress who was a close friend, he’d throwyhs, Jimmy Carter. Well, Jimmy got
elected. And I went to dinner at the White Houdevatimes and, but | didn’t vote for him the
second time, | voted for one of the third partydidates, | can’'t remember his name. But |
certainly didn’t vote for Ronald Reagan, and | wlaighted, obviously pleased when Jimmy
Carter, when Bill Clinton got elected. That wasdafter I'd left. Ronald Reagan actually gave
a party for the portrait gallery. | asked him &, hlwe were doing a show called Great American
Sports, we had portraits of all the great, histdhy all the great figures in American sports, and
| said, “Would you come to the opening.” He sdidan’t do that.” | said, “Well look, why
don’t you give a party at the White House for tleeple who come, you know, all the great
sports figures.” And he did. And there was precgdor it because Nixon had given a party at
the White House when | did a show of the portraitdohn Quincy Adams and all the Adamses
came, and he had a party for them at the White &lodsd so Reagan had a party for all these
sports figures.

We also did a show for the opening of the Kennedgit€ which was called Portraits of the



American Stage, and everybody you ever heard ofwdmostill alive came. Ethel Merman
sang, Helen Hayes was there, Bob Hope, everybodythvesie; it was great fun. There were
some good times. | had three tuxedos in Washinigémause | went, you know, sometimes ten
nights in a row and had to let them cool off. Bu¢ never missed Washington ten minutes. |
had enough, becausaintelligible phrase), | didn’t miss it at all. When | left, peopleahght |
was dying and commiserated with me. People tholjgftio hated me, thought I'd been fired.
In fact I'd been offered an advancement and serat six month sabbatical to think it over. But |
decided | really wanted to come back to Maine; thetd had my belly full of bureaucracy and
fund raising. Anyway all that's irrelevant.

MR: And you came back to Maine in ‘81 you said? Amd’ve lived here for the rest . . .?
MS: Since.

MR: Since. Andyou...?

MS:. Quite a while, isn’t it?

MR: Yeah, it's been a while. And you, did you do aadllitional work, any part time work or
full time work since you've been in Maine, sincd8

MS:. You mean as, in the museum world? No.
MR: Yeah, and historic work or things like that?

MS:. No, I'm on the board of a few places like Stramwpdank in Portsmouth, and, oh | don’t
know. But I'm not a good board member. And no,Intad to spend all my time to make a
living because | didn’t have a pension, | hadrétysd in government long enough to have a
pension. So I've had to earn my own living.

MR: And did you continue with political work in Maifie

MS. Oh yeah, well once | was here, you know, youddd involved because the state is small,
the Democratic party is small, so | was involvedéntain elections and campaigns of Muskie
and, God, | don't know. We had a lot of, Tom Angise | was enthusiastic about him and he
won. Everybody said, “Oh, he can’t win the nomiolat and if he’s nominated he can’'t win.” |
said, “He’s going to win the nomination and be &#ddo Congress,” and he was. And Tom
Allen is a very good friend, and Joe Baldacci, vehgoing to be our next governor, heaven help
us. No, no, Joe is a very good man. John Balgdagcuse me, John Baldacci. And Bill
Hathaway was a good friend who was a member isérmate. And of course | supported
everybody against the two dames. Joe Brennan, iGoeld only listened to me | think he

would have been reelected governor. Because Wese strong undercurrent of anti-Brennan
feeling in the Democratic Party, but | felt thautdhave been quelled if a letter from a very well
respected intellectual Democrat, oh God, what'saime? He’s written books and what not and



ran for the Senate unsuccessfully, but he was césghevery respected by Democrats who were
mugwumps on the fence about Joe. If Joe hadretarite a letter which we could have sent to
all these people, | think they would have votedJoe rather than for Angus. And, at any rate, he
was afraid it would alienate his Munjoy Hill Demats who would vote for him if he were, if he
murdered a nun. And, oh | can’t think of the guy&ne, but he was willing to write the letter,
he was enthusiastic about Joe. And I think th&edeand the very few votes by which Joe lost,
he could have been reelected. Anyway, | workeg fiard in the Brennan campaign to the ext-,
| used to go with him, and his driver said, “I wighu’d come every day,” because I'd tell him
off, don’t do that, ¢nintelligible phrase) foolish about that. And he said, “You're theynl
person in the whole campaign that speaks honestiynt.” I'm not afraid of Gov. Brennan, for
Christ’s sake, why should | be? That's always bigdive never been sufficiently respectful.

MR: What types of, how did you correct Gov. Brennah@w did you . . .?

MS: Oh, | don’'t know, he’d come up with certain idéashe car and I'd say, | don’t think
that’s a very good idea. I'd try to harangue hiMeil Rolde is the Democrat | couldn’t
remember - try to get him to, but no, he justam’tremember some, they were small things
sometimes, and he’d get out to speak to group$awve breakfast with them, I'd go with him,
and, at any rate. And then | went to the offigiabtograph making for the campaign and | said,
“That grin of yours is just terrible, take a sesquose.” So he did. It was a good photograph.
But his grin, horrible. At any rate, | don’t knoWwhink he’s going to the Maritime Commission
in Washington which is good, I'm glad he’s got h.jJd went to their wedding, his and Connie’s
wedding. It's been interesting. I, well, that's i

MR: Have you worked closely with, | believe Goverhongley was in the earlyfintelligible
phrase)?

MS: Oh, | couldn’t stand Longley. The only time | mh®ngley was when | got my honorary
doctorate from Bowdoin and he was, as governor dthvere, and you know, we got to meet
and shake hands but that’s all. | think Longleywascrewball, frankly. And his son is a double
screwball. Longley had a screw loose, somethiigipsy wrong with Jim Longley. | gotto

know his wife, his widow, she was a neighbor of @épiand she was very nice. But Longley
himself was, | remember George Mitchell who ranisfa_ongley for governor and lost, telling
me that the week before election he realized hegwag) to lose because there were Democrats
who were not looking him in the eye, who were gdimgote for Longley, and did. But Mitchell
never needed much help in his campaigns; he’syrballiant. And his new wife is darling, and
his baby is cute.

MR: Now tell me about, when did you first meet Gedxgjechell?

MS. Oh, God, | met George a hundred years ago. Blpba'62, he was around. I've known
him for a long time, and | tried, | advised Clintnmake him secretary of state and he came
that close, when instead he appointed, my God|dsimg my mind, @nintelligible phrase),
what’'s her name?



MR: Madeleine Albright?

MS. Madeleine, Madeleine who’d also worked for Muskiel whom | knew very well in
Washington. And | think she’s done a good joblbmanted George to get it and he came very
close to getting it. And I think in the next Demattc administration, providing there is one and
| think there will be, George could be secretargtate. | think he’d like to be. And he’'d be
brilliant at it, he really is a cool cookie, vemtelligent, very good politician, doesn’t forget
names as Ed, oh God, Ed was a problem. I'm jubtds| can’t remember names either. But
then again, I'm old and senile.

MR: Well, we'll all get there.
MS:. Well thanks.

MR: No, I'm just kidding. Now, you said you knew M pretty well when you were in the
‘60s in Maine and also in Washington later on. {edi continue your relationship with him
during the past twenty years?

MS:. Yes, yes, yes, | used to see him fairly frequyenilhere were parties at his house. | got
him to consent to give a fund raiser for Clintohethouse in Kennebunk. And, it didn’t happen
but I think it would have been a good thing. Gimtvon anyway, but to have the baptism of a
man of the great integrity of Ed Muskie at a timieew people were throwing bricks at him. And
| discussed it with Clinton in Boston, and his,ént, used to get up to go, at the crack of dawn |
had to get up here at four o’clock in the mornia@b to campaign meetings for Clinton held in
the house of some rich Democrat in Brookline, Malsgaetts. God, it was a good thing he had
breakfast there because otherwise | would haveedas#, to go to these meetings. And |
discussed it with them and with him but it nevepfened. There were various things |
recommended to Clinton he did do. But, to Micken@r, who was close to, to, | used to write
Mickey a letter every once in a while and say, “Wign't he do this?” Like, when he has a
particular meeting in a particular town and | s&hu know, by closed circuit television this
could be in a lot of towns and you could raisetabfanoney that way,” even though you weren’t
there except on television. So we did it, he tdidnd we had one in Portland where we raised a
lot of money. And what else did | recommend, I'tl&now. Where was 1?

MR: Now, you made these recommendations to Presitlertbn, that was in the venue of
when you were at a fund raising meeting and thaltifen you’d have contact with him?

MS:. Yeah, | would, he has a good memory, invarialaljed me by name. Since he’s been
president he’s always recognized me publicly, yave him a wonderful, my favorite
photograph of Abraham Lincoln and he doesn’t fotgat. And he has it hung in his private,
private office on the second floor of the White ldeuhe has that photograph up. Hasn't done
him much good. But I've seen it there, and th@ps&im remember me. But | did at ca-, |
talked to him at a Boston campaign, “Do this, datth And then | realized after | met Mickey



Cantor at a big session in Washington that if Itefdickey, my nickname is Mickey too, that |
could get through, so | wrote him a lot of lettal®ut why don’t you think about doing this.
And | think the letters got to him, | don’t knoviMy biggest mistake was in not going to Little
Rock to work in the campaign there because | prigbaduld have gotten some sort of, could
have swept the floor or something. But that wasstake. Little Rock is an awful place, I've
since been there, oh, in the middle of summetikés Sumatra, what an awful place. Horrible.
How anybody can live there | don’t know. There&body out in the street. Well, the reason
they’re not out, it's so fucking hot. Nobody, nonan being could walk in the street. | was
there for a few days in search of a great Gilbara® portrait of George Washington, which |
found and got, but the fact that it was in LittledR, Arkansas, at any rate.

MR: Now is there a story behind how you got the néicke Mickey, or is that . . .?

MS: Oh, when | was very little and Marvin seemed eastuffed shirt, so. And it may have
been because of Mickey Mouse, | don’'t know. Butrgledy, all my family in Springfield still
call me Mickey. But nobody subsequent to that el\er

MR: Now when you moved back to Maine in ‘81 did yoavws, was that immediately moving
here in (nintelligible phrase)?

MS: No, | moved to Falmouth.
MR: Falmouth. And then later Scarborough and . . .

MS:. Yeah, | got so, | was bursting at the seams. ribeers moved ten tons of books.
Certainly never, downstairs is a huge library héred | was bursting at the seams, and so | had
to get a bigger place. And the developer who wakimg this invited me one day for lunch at
the pool and it was a day like this, it was evemarizeautiful, and | took one look, it was just,
this hadn’t been built yet, and | signed the carttraAnd, it’s, | like it. I, | had a dog and the
neighbors don't like dogs and that’'s a prob-, thas a problem. He comes to visit, he was just
here all last week, it was summer vacation. Ahdytdon’t like dogs, so, and the neighbors are
kind of, not very interesting. However, when yaelin a condominium there are, there are
thirty-nine | think, you come into contact more kwvitour neighbors than you would otherwise.
But most of them go away after, there’s some vy, they just live here briefly in the summer
and go, in the winter there’s hardly anything hefe here, but | think | may go away next
winter. It's very beautiful in the winter, the @geis very dynamic.

MR: It's wonderful right now.
MS: Yeah, you should be sitting here where | am.
MR: Get the view. And you mentioned, of course yeueen involved with the governor

races and national politics. Have you been involvél local or state legislative politics
(unintelligible phrase)?



MS: Oh, no, | haven'’t, | haven't.
MR: How would you assess the situation in Falmotténtin Scarborough, politically or . . .?

MS:. | haven't any idea. | don't even know if we'rgpresented. When you go and vote, they
don’t say whether they’re Republicans or Democratgl, when Monks was running for
governor or Senate, | can’t remember, Bob, | met, lwe were classmates at Harvard but |
never met him. | met him for the first time at traing booth. | don’t know when | vote here,
and I’'m worried about it, whether I’'m voting foreemocrat or Republican. And | don’t know,
once in a while | get a flyer that helps me, bdbih’'t pay any attention to local politics and |
suspect they’re slightly corrupt. A friend of miméo lives in Wells who'’s very familiar with
politics in Wells, and he could tell you storiesoabhow money is used to get certain things
done and not done. And | suppose there’s a bftthat in Maine. | think Maine is fairly, not
very corrupt at all because there isn’'t much tegway. And most of the people | know who
have been involved with the Democratic Party wolilthke an appointment anyway. You
know, Joe Brennan wanted to put me on this comaonssghat commission, | said, “No, | don’t
want to be.” | said, “I'll go on the prison comrsisn,” which wasn’t possible. “There, I'd like
to clean up the prisonufintelligible phrase).

| heard from my good friend Louis Scolnik who wasmamber of the Supreme Court, but he
spent a night | think at Thomaston once, he sadust, you can't believe how awful it is. He
said in the winter ice forms on the inside waltloé cells, it’s, really is bad. And most of the
inmates, as he pointed out and everybody knows yeor people who couldn’t afford the kind

of defense that, you know, rich people can andfjetith, you know. | know somebody who
stole a lot of pictures here in Maine, paintings] &e had a good lawyer, Philip Isaacson, and he
got off. He should be behind bars. However, hddcafford a good lawyer. I’'m not against

that but | think, oh, I was the foreman of a junt so long ago and, stupendously boring because
| had to pay close attention to everything becauwsas the foreman. And | had, after a while |
could, if they were looking for a document, | cotadl them where it was and what the number
of the document was. But you can't speak of caused there were young kids who were
dragged into the courtroom with shackles on thest find, | don’t know if that was necessary or
not, they didn’t look very dangerous to me. Butiolisly, you know, they didn’t, they were
misbehaving somehow.

MR: And how would you compare your time in Mainehe t60s to your time when you came
back in the early ‘90s. | mean you were livinglifferent areas, but, still.

MS:. Yeah, | lived in Brunswick in the ‘60s. | thidkaine has changed in the sense that it's
more, it's more affluent by far today than it when. And when you go to Por-, when | used to
go to Portland there was only one restaurant tineétte Roma. It’s still there and still awful.
And, you know, | used to walk the streets of thd Pbrt where everything was boarded up and
it was like walking back into Dickens’ days in th®th century, it was wonderful. All of that of
course is thriving now. Then there’s a tremendtifference economically | think, and you see



it. But I'm not sure, | go to WalMart like everythp else. And | see the WalMart type buying
everything there. I’'m usually looking for, you knpavbath toilet brush or something like that
which, where do you get it? | don’t know, but | ge¢m there. And people are buying every
goddamn thing, you know, that will fall apart thexhday at WalMart. It is a business, wow is
that a business. And you think they’ve got hundriédot thousands of those.

| really feel, culturally | think it probably is kter, certainly Bowdoin is a better college than it
was when | was there. | don’t know how. It's eanty different. It was, I'll tell you, it was,
antiquing in Maine back in the ‘60s was an antiguream. God, could you find stuff, virtually
every day. Buttoday, | don’t even go becausestimps are full of junk. They group shops,
people are collecting beanie babies, it's very harfihd anything. It's utterly different. Inland
Maine, it still looks and feels the same. And lalevays loved inland Maine which is more like
the 19th century, but coastal Maine has gotten wrashed up. Happily Scarborough, which
isn’t en route, you know, really not quite on thenpike and a lot of, | don’t think we get too
many tourists. We, and in Falmouth we didn’t get thany tourists. And there are a lot of, |
don’t blame the tourists, it's just on weekendg/there screw up traffic. And they spend a lot of
money on things they shouldn’t. And eat a lot dfsii@r which most of us who live in Maine, |
don’t know about you, | never had lobster, we neadrlobster. | love it, but I, you know,
Mainers don't eat lob-, | don’t know, never getdtdr. Once in a while | go out for a two and
half pound lobster at a restaurant, but | wouldodk one at home, it'd stink up the whole
house. That's certainly relevant.

MR: Hey, well, we want anything. How would you, ye&’'obviously known Muskie for a
long time, and the Muskie family for that matterh&¥would you say is, in general about
Muskie’s personality and the Muskie family, th@ind Muskie’s significance for Maine and for
politics in Maine?

MS: Well | think he was extraordinarily important fislaine as governor and a senator. | think
he was important for the nation as senator. kthiewas extremely intelligent, very wise, he
had a terrible temper | must say. | always figutet the press made a big thing out of it when
he attacked that time in the campaign. Oh, | wemirdto, to the Democratic convention that
year . ..

MR: Was that the ‘68 convention?

MS: Yes, and it was pretty sad. But | think the pre=alized Muskie had a terrible temper and
somehow they were after him. And so they playedope than they should have the fact that he
shed a tear or two in the campaign of ‘68 in Newnidahire that time; he still carried New
Hampshire heavily, handily. He was, he got tinglich isn’t a good thing for a candidate.
Muskie got tired. | could sympathize, | got tirea. But | mean, he didn’t have a lot of stamina
and he did have a temper. And | remember one sighiing out of the house where there was
a party, he said, “I had a terrific time, it wodldve been better if Marvin Sadik hadn’t been
here.” Because I'd disagreed with him on somethihgan't remember what it was | felt. And,
but we got along well and, you know, occasionafydrave a big party at his house here in



Kennebunk and would invite me to come and sit Wwith so we could talk. At least, well as he
knew me and it was easier, and people would nthiak that | was sitting with Muskie maybe
on the steps of his house rather than.

| think the thing that impressed me most about Neiskas, | and Shepherd Lee gave him his
eightieth birthday party and he spoke rather waranlghe party and he said that the thing he
thought was very important in politics was to listéle said, “Too many people don't listen.”
And he said, “That’s how you find out what peopally think and feel, by listening,” And he
said, he wished he’d learned that earlier. Andaswery moving the way he discussed it
somehow. He seemed very genuine. And the mostuihen | was with him, he didn’t sound
like a politician at all, he was very straight frahe shoulder.

And at one occasion late at night after he’d haeisd vodkas he told me what he thought of all
the political figures of Mai-, Democratic politicajures of Maine. And | promised him that |
wouldn’t reveal any of that, and I'm not going but it was quite an interesting, boy, he really
let some of them have it. He was right in almegtrg case, but he wouldn’t say any of that in
public. And, but he was interesting. At dinnertjgs and sitting drinking late at night at his
house. And, the house was the house he always dvdr@edmired it, it belonged to a doctor.
And it finally became available and so he, he boutgkvith a lot of land. And then he sold off
parcels of land and there was one next door thaaled. He said, “That’s for you. You can buy
that and build there.” | wasn’t quite sure | wahte be his next door neighbor, | didn’t want to
live in Kennebunk anyway. Someone has boughtdtlarlt a house on it. But he was never
guite hemmed in there because they did what thegt ttee White House, they build mounds of
earth and they’re covered with grass and therérees, so that although there are close
neighbors, you don’t see them and they don’t see yand so he had a wonderful house there, |
thought, very nicely decorated. Jane has good.tashd she paints, she’s a good painter, very
good really, and she’s a terrific cook. And Edaieped a piece of furniture once, he was so
proud of it. It was horrible, oh God was it awflHirst we all said, “Oh that’s neat, oh terrific.
You know, but it was lousy. And, oh, | don’t know.

He was an authentic great man. He was wise, ad ht¢he beginning, and brilliant. And, but he
knew, this is important, he knew how to be a pahbtn, and a politician knows how to get things
done. You don’'t make a frontal attack, you ddtéelicompromising, you talk, you know, out of
the Senate with certain senators. He knew howtialyg’s, you know, there’s nothing to be
ashamed about being a politician. | mean sombkeshtare bums of course, a lot of them are
bums. But | mean, you have to know how to compsenar how to deal with your opponents
and your friends in order to get things done, thati art of politics. And Ed knew that art down
to a T, he was terrific. And when | was, he appadnme to the board of the Muskie School, and
he came to the first many meetings, and | usedrtotelligible word). He said, “Gee, | never
saw that side of you,” in other words, fucking ulnd he was surprised because he thought |
was, you know, in finger painting, the next musediractor, | don’t know. And he was good.
I’'m a little sorry, | don’t feel the school is ggnn the direction it ought to. And | speak upon
the subject at meetings and the president of thd $8't too happy with me.



MR: How do you feel it should be different?

MS: Well, I think it should reflect the things, thpeific interests that Ed had, in addition to
teaching political science. So, that you realizgcpcally what you have to do in order to
accomplish your objective, which you hit head omy’ye not going to do it probably. And |
think there are too goddamn many students from bvesk, if you know what | mean. They
should, at the last meeting they said, “Oh, thegoeang to have some meetings with students in
New Hampshire.” | said, “We are New Hampshire@brrist's sake. Have some meetings in
New York and New Jersey and Pennsylvania; let'ssgate people here from other places. We
can attract them by saying this is a wonderful @lacbe, you have, because Maine is a small
state you have contact with state legislators, witier elected officials, other appointed
officials, easier to get at them. Try and get ppainted official in the state of New York, it's
just too many people, too hard to do. | saidctitild be, you know, you could get some good
students here.” But | said, you know, there wevdents there, | didn’t want to say most of them
there were kind of idiots. And they’re againsniipst of them, they want to have it all Maine
students. It seems to me it’s not a large enowgih fpom which to draw.

Muskie was a miracle. And we’ve had, Maine has\wadderful political figures, the great
Republican speaker of the house at the turn ofénéury, Tom, oh God, my mind, there’s a
great statue of him on the Western Promenade, tBaBtemenade in Portland, he was a
brilliant, brilliant man, Tom Reed, Thomas Bracketted. And he was a potential candidate for
president in 1896 and somebody said, “Well, yonoecandidate.” He said, “Well,” he said,
“they could do less and probably will.” And theydthey nominated McKinley. He was great,
Muskie was great, George Mitchell, Frank Coffin whas congressman and judge, there have
been some outstanding figures. And there have @®e knotheads, too, mostly Republicans.
But there have been some outstanding figures addiin come out of Maine. Maine has been
a place where it's possible to come out of the vecaradd be a great political figure. He was
probably our greatest.

MR: Actually, I'm just going to change the tape befare lose something here.

End of Interview
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