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She was active on the Maine Democratic Committegedisas in organizing young voters. In
2000 she was an alternate delegate to the Demodtational Convention.
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Maralyn Schoenbergener home in
Orono, Maine on October 23rd, the year 2003, arsdishAndrea L'Hommedieu. Could you
start by stating your full name, including your gem name, and spelling it?

Maralyn Schoenberger: My name is Maralyn, M-A-R-A-L-Y-N, Morton, M-QR-T-O-N,
Schoenberger, S-C-H-O-E-N-B-E-R-G-E-R, and | wasbo Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, as was
my late husband, Walter Smith Schoenberger, aoowadaughter Corinne Schoenberger. And
we moved to Maine in 1956 after he graduated frioenRletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
and he was the only member of the political sciedegartment. He taught international
relations. And from that beginning he developguiagram, and by the time he retired he had
established an international affairs program winsctovered quite well statewide.



AL: And that was at the University of Maine?
MS: At the University of Maine in Orono.

AL:  And during your time here, you came in '56 slonbind S. Muskie had just become
governor, was in his first term.

MS: Had just been elected governor, yes, and we geite enthusiastic because we were
coming to Maine to turn it into a Democratic state.

AL: Did you really have that in mind?

MS: Well, that's not the only reason that we cdme yes, we had that in mind. We were very
excited that he was elected the first in, whaty fflears or some long, long, long period of time.

| don't remember precisely, but it had been a \@ng while since they had a Democrat. So,
that’s, we proceeded to be involved. | wasn'naslved early on, because our daughter was
three and a half and | was home with her while mstland was teaching. But he was very
much involved early on with Senator Muskie.

They met in a phone booth, you know, that famowmphbooth you've heard abaat nauseam,
well it's true. And they plotted and they planmédhese meetings, and | would go pick him up
when he was finished, you know, it was really guiteresting. | heard all about what went on.
But they were busy recruiting young people, youknim get them to work for the party. And
it's amazing what's happened in that period of tiffieis is my forty-eighth year here, and it's
amazing what has been accomplished in that pefithe.

AL: You've seen quite a transition over the years.

MS: Oh, tremendous, tremendous. And Senator Mwg&gevery nice and very intelligent, but
he was very distant. You know, he wasn't, liké Bathaway was a very outgoing. | think Jane
[Muskie] was the outgoing one in that family, ang husband taught a number of their children,
too, at Orono. But | worked mostly, politically,rhy husband taught international relations but
we worked with the Young Democrats and |, we glot @f Young Democrats to run for office.
And also | ran the Orono headquarters for yeargaunght them how to get out the vote, and
then they'd go home to their town and get elecidtie legislature.

At one time, it was kinda fun, there were abouttyreight of the house members were people
that my husband had taught and we had worked wailn know, to teach them how to get out the
vote. And we went, did a lot of things, you knawce Corinne was older | was able to go do
things with him, so we both participated. He badig in practicing what he taught, and that is
participation, so we all participated.

AL: Did your husband ever run for a political offic

MS: Oh, just town council. In fact I, our daughteas in high school when she begged me to
run for the school board because | understood thieagoung people were doing in 1968. So |



said “all right, I'll do that to make you happyAnd then my husband decided he would run for
city council and we both lost. And | went off taudusta to a meeting for the Governor's
Committee on Children and Youth, and he went tohedasses the next day. It wasn't anything
terribly exciting.

There was a time when he was asked to run for @ssgrAnd we very seriously, we were on a
leave of absence in Silver Spring, Maryland, he wasng a book. And he was, we were
thinking very seriously about it and he went to Seeator Muskie to see what he thought about
it, and | think Senator Muskie had decided thaté&limiolette should be the candidate, so Elmer
was. But we also had contacts in Washington vatidtd. And one of them was a lobbyist for
Union Carbide where my husband's brother worked femnsaid, “Well, you can run against
Margaret Chase Smith but you better pray she dieause that's the only way you're going to
beat her.” And interestingly enough, that wasm't William D. Hathaway ran against her and
beat her, much to everyone's surprise. So iesesting how those things work out. But he
really loved teaching, you know.

AL: Was that his primary focus?

MS: Oh yes, yes, he just thoroughly enjoyed it.d Ale fought during World War Two, a

fighter pilot, and so he gave up his youth fromrityeone years of age to twenty-six, twenty-
seven for World War Two. Then went back to scleyal decided he didn't want to be an
aeronautical engineer, which he had studied bef@evar. And he went into political science at
the University of Pittsburgh. He shifted from Cagre Institute of Technology, which is now
Carnegie-Mellon. But he went to University of Blittirgh and he finished his undergrad work in
three years because they gave him credit for whditall taken before the war. Then he went on
and got a master’s, but that took a little longecduse he met me and we got married and had a
baby. And then we went to graduate school, ana Wecame here.

Because Austin Peck, who was then the, a memblieaconomics department, we had met
one summer when we held a Russian institute d@ldteher School. We were proctors in the
dorm there, and we were hosts for the visiting dagies that came. And that summer they had
a Russian institute and Austin came down from Orofind he knew they were looking for
someone in political science so he talked Bud aatming up for an interview, which he did.
And he was kind of tired of school; he wanted tbtgdeaching. He did teach part time all the
way through, he taught at the University of Pittgituand Tufts University in the government
department, and then the University of Maine inr@x.o

But so, we ultimately came, and we were only gamsgtay two years. And | said earlier, this is
my forty eighth year, you know, he made it to festy, well it wasn't quite forty-six up here, but
we've been here a long time. So, and we've hadlly neat time working with the young
people, too.

And our daughter is quite political also, believerinot, yes. You never would have known it
growing up, she couldn't have cared less. But wiremoved to Silver Spring on leave of
absence, she ran for the class chairman theifitstghe got there, she was running for president
of the class, and she had her own little campaightlaey made campaign stickers and all this,



and we were just fascinated. We said, “Corinngy tml you do that, you were brand new?”
She said, “Well mother, you know the young boyWé#s sixth grade, that's all in that school,
“The young boy never went near the kindergartreand, | went and got their vote.” Isn't that
funny? So she was president of the fifth gradescthe year we were on leave of absence. She
had a wonderful time.

And then of course we were there in Washingtonveadlid a lot of things, we saw a lot of
things, we participated in. Well that was thetftesach-in | think against the Viethamese War
that year. And of course we were in Silver Spriangd Maine went Democratic for the first time
in 1 don't know how long, they got the vote in tHeuse and the Senate, and | said, “Wouldn't
you know it, one year we're away and they win.Wiis really kind of funny. But anyway, it's
been very interesting.

And this is particularly about Senator Muskie; wergrboth very impressed with Senator
Muskie right from the beginning, you know. He veagery intelligent articulate man. And as |
said, | think Jane was the one who was the red#ig@ah in that she was more outgoing, he was
more reserved.

AL: Do you think they balanced each other well?

MS: Oh, they were very complementary, very. |khimat part of his success, he might have
been very bright, which he was, but her personaditg was also very bright, but they were very
complementary, very complementary couple. And wda'tlknow either of them well, but when

| did see Jane it was fun because | took her ar@rodo a couple times when he was running
for the Senate, and let's see, it was the marhdsaall the money, Bob?

AL: Bob Monks.

MS: Yes, Bob Monks. And Jane came up here anavakea sketch, she was so funny. And
we had pictures of her and we'd send a whole latpictures to her that were taken of her
going around the various places. And we put thprinihe store windows; they let us put them
up so that the people who met her could see theasshaking her hand. You know, it was
really a lot of fun. And everybody participateldthink that was the fun thing. When we came
there was a very big divide between town and g@snjery often happens in university towns.
And somehow we were able to pull the townspeoplamd we had them all working. It was
really exciting. And the university people pamiated, you know. We were all in one big room
bound and determined we were going to make the Btamocratic. And it worked! Took a
while but, and of course now we're in good shaenagith the Governor and the House and the
Senate. So it's rewarding to feel, you know, ilme twe spent was well spent.

AL: Yes, and there was another professor hergghly not only taught but practiced politics.
MS: Jerry Grady.

AL: Tell me about him.



MS: Jerry Grady? Jerry was the first member ofpthigical science, well it was the History
and Government Department then, as was my huskanhdfthe History and Government
Department, it wasn't a political science departnbaick in the late fifties. Jerry wanted to run
for Congress and interesting enough the univepgtyple made him take the year off to run.
They didn't feel that he had any business runrongbngress when he was a professor on this
campus. Can you believe the stupidity? Anywaydide't win, unfortunately, but he left. He
went to Massachusetts, the University of Massadtsibecause he felt he couldn't continue
here.

There wasn't any imagination or no, it was a whidfierent place then than it is now, very, very
different. And very ingrown. You know, most oktlgoung people had gone through Orono and
they taught at Orono, or maybe they went away an@glegree and then came back, but it was
all very, very much ingrown. And | think one ofthest things that happened to the university
was people "from away," that expression, came g@emed the eyes of a lot of young people
who didn't realize what was outside the state oinkla That was one of the things | think that
gave Bud, that was his nickname. One of the thihgsgave Bud such a thrill, to introduce the
young people. They didn't know there wasesv York Times, or about international relations or
other countries. He taught them political geogyapber a period of years, he taught every
course that they had at one time or another exBeft, Thompson's was political theory. He
could have done that, too, but he didn't have tmbse they had Bob Thompson who did that.

The honor center is named for him. So it's gombé, on the seventh of November the
University of Maine Foundation and the new deathefCollege of Arts and Science is going to
name their political science student lounge for t&fabmith Schoenberger.

AL: Oh, isn't that nice.

MS: Isn't that nice, after all these years. Hew&rbgone five, and he didn't teach for eight
before that, he retired, so it is nice, very thatigh But he built that department, really. And h
contributed a lot to the University because hedayeu know. And he felt the students were
just as bright and intelligent, they just hadnd ltlae experience as we did growing up in a big
city and all the advantages you have, even thoogtetare disadvantages to it, too. So he found
his great love right here. And he had opportusiteleave and go away to other places, but he
decided that this was a good place for him. Bes#usy needed him, and that was nice.

AL: Did he work closely with Ken Hayes?

MS: Oh yes, Ken was one of his former students @dme to school and then he went away,
got his degree. He was a Korean veteran whenrhe taschool. And that's a funny story, too.
| don't if this is appropriate to put it in hebait why not?

He was a Korean veteran and he was a Beta ThedadPthey were noted for their marvelous
parties. And during the time he was presidenhefBeta Theta Pi fraternity, they got a dancing
girl to come from Old Town to the campus, the fraiiy house. And she apparently entertained
each and every one of the students. Well, now wbes the dean of men do with a Korean
veteran who's fought a war and is older, you kngag, don't punish him like you punish the



young. | don't think they did a thing, they juatds no more.

But we got a big kick out of that, we thought theats very, very funny because this, no drinking
on campus was the rule then. And you weren't @tbt drink, but the fraternities all drank,

and they had to have chaperones. And we couldd&nstand why we were so popular when we
first came; because we would go to the partiesvandidn't know that you weren't allowed, in
guotes, to drink. Nobody ever told us, we weré¢ ghsiperones and they gave us a bottle of
schnapps or something and we would sit there an#é drand watch them carry on, you know.
And somebody finally said to Bud, “You know, therab drinking on this campus.” And Bud
Schoenberger said, “With ‘fill the steins to delt Baine, there's no drinking?”” Now, it was
ridiculous.

AL: A bit of a contradiction.

MS: Oh, I'd say so. And Rudy Vallee of course came carried on mightily here as a
student. | think he was here one year, I'm nat sinout that, but he attended University of
Maine anyway at some point in his life. And he edpack to visit, and when he'd come visit
he'd have an entourage with him and all his gooditay girls, women, young women, you
know, and it was quite exciting.

But it was kind of a contradiction, you know, it syahony, and everybody knew the boys drank.
| don't know about the girls. Dean Wilson wasnp'teasy on the girls. She didn't approve of the
girls drinking. But they did, you know, and sonfd¢leem had never had any drinks before and
they. | can't count the stomachs | held of youegpte who got sick. You know, you feel so
sorry for them because it's awful, you know, besitdt. And you didn't know how to drink and
you drank too much or you drank too fast, or yoweagervous. You know how that goes. But,
you know, those were different days, but fun.

It's different today; there's not so much congétyigyou know, it's bigger, it's grown. There
were thirty five hundred students here when we rddwere on campus, and now there are
thirteen thousand and some. You know, it's justvgrtremendously. And buildings, my
goodness. We've had building after building dft@iding, you know. It just swelled and it
keeps getting bigger and bigger. But it's beearg,wery interesting time, and | think all of the
efforts that Senator Muskie put in made this a netter state and improved the lot of the
Maine people. And I think that anybody who camé awrked hard here contributed, if they
stayed and cared, you know, because they neededtside contacts and kind of point of view,
too. And there are a lot of good solid things tMaine people stand for. You know, I'm very
impressed with their industry and their frugaligpu know, they don't waste money and all. But
there are other things in life, too, that also pgd And of course the Music Department has
grown and grown, and the Art Department. JenseRihkastarted the Art Department, a lone
man, all those years ago. He would go arounddhgas and hang paintings in the various
buildings, you know, people would give paintingstisat everybody could see the art collection.
Now the art collection's so big they've movedaiBangor, you know. So they can show it
because they had so many they collected over tes yieut not enough space to show them. |
don't know whether that was a good idea or not,lgeaw, to take it away from Orono, but it
adds something -



AL: Inaway, it's hard but if it's a facility thaiore people can see it?

MS: It's useful, yes, it opens it up to the pullicthey get a chance to see it. And it's a lovely
place in Bangor, too, very nice. But there's stdimall gallery here on the campus. Oh, we've
seen, my goodness, the changes.

There was no interstate. You know, when we wetitisburgh to see the families at Christmas
time we'd start here and go over Route 2 to Augaisththen we would get, hit the turnpike and
go the turnpike the rest of the way. But it wdsray haul to Pittsburgh. And we used to do it in
twelve hours, can you believe that? Young andsbolWe'd leave after class on the day and
start driving, and drive straight through. | wanitddo that today to save my life.

AL: Do you recall some of the, of your husbanditgjlabout some of the conversations he
had with Senator Muskie? Especially in those egelyrs when they were planning?

MS: No, | never heard personal conversations tieat had. | was in groups where, let's see,
Coffin, Frank Coffin, when Muskie was going to riam Senate, Frank Coffin was running and
we participated in a meeting. And he was askieggttoup of people, “How do we sell people
on the need for education.” And | said, and | gttt was a very intelligent comment but
everyone went,sharp inhalation). | said, “Well, sell it just like they sell soafyou need an
education because you'll get your clothes whitexkenyour brain smarter, you know.” But they,
that didn't sit too well, but that's in the latiiéis, you know, and they were still rather
conservative here. But | still think they could/badone a, you know, if you tell people what
advantages having an education will make in youniag power, you know, and the way you
live, why it makes common sense. But see, | waisdd in retailing, and not an academician.

Anyway, | don't recall, but I'm sure he did talkSenator Muskie, you know, at these various
things. Well, the little state conventions in tekephone booth. But | never heard much about,
they might have said, “Well, we got somebody tgheith the, take care of the students or
somebody to do this,” and that sort of thing.

Of course Bud did participate in Boys State forrgewhich was here on the campus and it was
really a fun thing, he enjoyed doing that, too.e Tlegion put it on and paid for it, and they sent
the wives and the children down to Greene Lakehferweek. The boys were up here at Boys
State, which was delightful because we had a lakleakout twelve or thirteen little kids under
eight years of age. It was all right as long akdt't rain. But that was a very, very excellent
thing they did, to teach Maine government and gateernment to the young people of the state.
But they let it go, you know, they let it go. went to; when Ken Curtis was governor it was
moved down, because nobody over here wanted tb dddved to Castine, Maine Maritime,
and | can't remember now where it went. | dontiiknwvhether they had it, if Castine still has it
there or whether it went somewhere else, I'vethdst. | used to try to watch the papers to see
when it was going to happen because it was alweytast week in June or something, in that
vicinity. | know the peonies always were comintpibloom at the time.

| never had very many words with Senator Muskialla¢xcept to say “hello.” You know, |



think our daughter once very brazenly said to Hiterashe heard a speech; she was a freshman
at Yale then, “Senator Muskie.” And | don't rememthe figures, but it was funny. He was
talking about the human body chemicals being wontlety eight cents or something, it used to
be. And Corinne said, “You know Senator Muskie, tlost of the human body's gone up,” and
she quoted these new figures. And he didn't 3&kll‘thank you, | didn't realize that.” He

didn't like that.

But | did spend a little bit of time with him out Kansas City at the issues conference that was
held, let's see, when was that? That was about 0&®ink, '71, ‘68. Yeah, it must have been
70. We traveled a great distance to see him, fivere we were housed. And we got there and
there were about eight people from the Maine déiegathat was all that went. And there was a
young man from Bowdoin, no, no, no, no, Bates, 8at#nd he was very nervous but he was
sitting with a swizzle stick in his fingers likeishand he was talking and he asked Senator
Muskie a question and Senator Muskie said, “Dantt ghake that swizzle stick at me!” And |
went, like that, and | said, “Don't you talk to #ddonovan's student that way!” | just couldn't
understand why, you know, the response. | calfedahn later, | said, “John, what's wrong with
Muskie, he was just terrible to this young studért2 said, “Oh, he said, he's kind of a smart
one anyway.”

AL: Do you have recollections of John Donovan?
MS: Oh, yes.

AL: Tell me about him, because | know that we duante a lot of people who can talk to us
about who he was.

MS: Well, John was, let's see, John was Muskietsradtrative assistant in Washington. And
that year we were on leave of absence, they weddigomy husband's Ph.D. dissertation,
classified material, and we had a terrible timewds ten years to get that thing written because
he was working with classified information. Anceyfd give it him and then they'd take it away,
and then they'd give it to him, take it away. hii&now why he ever continued, you know, |
wouldn't have had the patience, but he wantechtsHi

And John was very instrumental in helping get it @ithe State Department, as was Mr.
McBundy. | called their office there in the pisnt's, you know, president's office and said,
“Could you please ask Mr. McBundy if he could pbsshelp because my husband needs to get
his thesis done because they won't give him a maiseampus here in Maine until he finishes his
thesis.” And they had it down there for a yead Bninceton University had it for a year, held it,
and much to Bud's surprise, Herbert Feiss put oevaedition of his book and used Bud's book,
manuscript, to update his book. And there's no yaycould prove that he had used it.
Because they had it for a year at Princeton, bstishwhat happened with that, you know, it's
very discouraging. Anyway, it was John Donovan wilas very helpful there, and we had been
to John's house once to a dinner party. | think 8aw more of him because they went to
various political science meetings that | wouldhatve attended.

But he was a very kind, unassuming. Oh, he taagtgighbor of ours at the Fletcher School,



well the neighbor's husband was in dental schatlJbhn Donovan had taught Betty Houston
from Maine, and Harry was from Brewer, and thegdiwpstairs in the G.I. housing at Tufts.
And she was always talking about Professor DonoResfessor Donovan, Professor Donovan at
Bates, and we didn't know who he was. We foundpoetty soon when we moved here. But he
was very well liked as far as we ever discernedd Am sure Bud then knew him better than |
did, but he was very kind, he even mentioned Blooksk in a book he wrote. Now, | don't
remember the name of the book, it's so long agq bowit was interesting.

And he worked, he was a very good person to warlSémator Muskie because he followed
through. He took care of whatever. It's like J&ahdacci's people are very good, have been,
you know. About if somebody needs something i gietne, you know, it's not, you don't write
a letter and never get any answer. It's alwaywared and somebody resolves the situation
somehow if they can. But, yeah, | liked John a lot

The interesting thing is, his wife was fascinatislge was a very, very bright, intelligent woman.
She went to Wellesley, and that was the, in thell she was the last of the times where the
women were taught to think for themselves and lzawareer and they could combine, you
know, a career and whatever. And | don't knowtabmut what she did, but | found her to be a
charming, very interesting woman, very nice.

And then they had the visiting foreign service deupat year that were based at Bates. Was it
Bates? No, that was Bowdoin, | think that was Bowvd But they were there in that area for a
year, and we had got, had them as, well actuallydsean older person when we were at the
Fletcher School, but we were house parents totber man who had been sent back to school,
the Fletcher School, for more training. It wasdkof interesting how these things work out.
Just a, well, just a good time, and | think Must@ene along just at the right time. We needed
him.

AL: During the Vietham era?

MS: Yeah, oh, that was so sad, that was so sadw®tvanted him to be vice president so
badly. But we didn't feel we should be in Vietnand it turns out we were right. You know, we
anti-war types were very right. They lied to usd & have a feeling we're repeating the same
thing again now over the war with Iraq, it's hesgtiking.

AL: And going back to the Vietham time, it must @&@een a difficult time for you as a
Democrat and wanting to support Muskie but configfeelings on his stance?

MS: Oh, we supported him, but we didn't agree With on that issue. You know, there are a
lot of people that run for office, you can't agveiéh every issue. But that was a very important
one, and we worked very hard to get people orgdrtzeyou know, take over the party structure
in Penobscot county so that we could change itaBgse we wanted to change the thing and
that's how you do it, from within, you know, worlginvithin the system. That was another thing
that was very important. Sitting in the street armatching didn't do any good. You got to get in
and change it from within if you want to changand make it different.



But I'm pretty sure that Senator Muskie was sadnthey did vote a favorite son vote. | can
remember him standing at the podium and his hdredg;as livid, his hands were squeezing the
podium like this, they were white, and he was sgyihthought this was a lovely honor but |
didn't want it this way.” And so you could seevies hurt. But when the Eugene McCarthy
people of course lost, on the plane coming bac&rtwo Jane, who was sitting beside Senator
Muskie, and said, “Well, we had a wake last nightdu know, we were sorry, and truly sorry.
If they just had a little more time, they might kawade it, you know. But the media there again
played that game, you know, of “He cried in thewsramd he was so damn mad you could tell.”
He wasn't crying, he was furious that they woulld #doout his wife that way, over in New
Hampshire. And | don't blame him. | would hope nmgband would behave the same way.
They said terrible things about her, and she'salyolovely lady. But, well that healed, you
know, over time. Not that, | don't think | eveddhanything against Muskie for making a stand.
If he's going to be vice presidential candidatey koow, what man wouldn't back - - it was just
the situation.

But Jane was surprised at that time when | wasiglio her. She said, “How long have you
been in Maine?” And | said, “Seventeen years.”d Ahe said, “Oh, | thought you were
newcomers.” After all that work. She didn't renfiem she couldn't remember everybody.

AL: Well, sometimes it's Mainers, you have to besfzelong time to be considered not a
newcomer.

MS: You aren't ever. If you weren't born hergati weren't born here, and there's still a lot
of that feeling. You're not a native, you knowuyeeren't born here. | will never belong here.
This is my forty-eighth year here, but | wasn'tiband raised here. And there are a lot of Maine
people that have that very, very strong feelingseCin point: when we redid the party rules, |
was state committee woman by that time and | wenurad to all of Penobscot county, we were
implementing the rules. Bud wrote the rules, ywhay, that first batch, and they went all over
the state and took the testimony and so fortheintvwhrough state committee, they voted them
in, whatever.

So then in Penobscot | was the county committeeavoamd | went to all of the different
caucuses | could go to to see that they implemehiad right, the right way. Because they
were going to be thrown out, you know, would ledrthbe seated if they weren't followed. And

| was sitting beside a lady in Levant, Maine and afas saying, “Oh that so-and-so, why doesn't
she be quiet, she's from away.” | said, “Oh? WIseshe from?” And she said, “Carmel.” Isn't
that delightful? Carmel, right next door, littlean right next door. So that proves this point,
you'll never belong if you weren't born here.

And yet | don't think | ever laughed so much in lfigy as | Bud and | did with the “Bert and I”
record. That first fall we were here we were idtroed to them, and thought they were just
hilarious and laughed and laughed and laughedt t8em all to each family, a record. They
didn't get it, from away, they didn't understane blumor in it, and we thought it was very
humorous, the packet. They're back, by the wasawl in a catalogue that they're reissuing
Marshall Dodge's things, which is interesting.



Let's see, Muskie on, let's see, the Viethamese tvairwas tough, that was really tough.
AL: How about Madelin Kiah, do you remember her?

MS: Oh, Lord, do | ever remember Madelin, yes, yes, My husband taught her kids in
school, too, and | worked with her. | was statmgotteewoman and she had been national
committeewoman, and she told stories about, haueeyer heard, talked to Mary Ellen?

AL: No, | haven't found her last name yet so | thkmdw how to get a hold of her.

MS: Well, wait a minute, it'll come, | can tell yolut let me tell you this story. Madelin
Kiah told stories about them going to Washingtogado the inaugurations. And who was
wearing what and who was dressed how, and whodad poured into his tuxedo. She is a
very funny, oh, I don't know that she's still alivis she gone? Well, Mary Ellen, her husband
worked at the airport. Maybe it'll, my retrieversgem slows down a little, it might come back.

AL: Well, Dave Smith was thinking he remembered khary Ellen's husband was a pilot for
Delta?

MS: He wasn't a pilot, he worked in the airportestiling planes and, you know, seeing that
everything went. | don't know what his precisketiwas, but he wasn't a pilot. But Mary Ellen
had a nursery school for little children, run whigr mother; she and her mother had that nursery
school that they ran at their house. And, but\vé&deleine, what a wonderful, wonderful story
she could tell, and there must still be some pealple that remember her. There's a woman in
Bangor named Frazier and I'm going to try to rememtier first name. Who was eighty-
something and | saw her at the last state convergjry as ever. We both got on the last bus
that took us back to our cars.

AL: Her last name is Frazier?

MS: Yeah, let me think. | can think of these, h@@me up with these; I'll just have to take a
little bit of time because this is going back quateong ways. But there are still some older
people that could tell you some fun stories aboushkie, probably knew more about Muskie.
Like Madeleine was national committeewoman, sotsheeled to Washington and did things,
you know, that | didn't do ever. Mine was mostlghiw the state until | chaired the Governor’s
Committee on Children and Youth for Ken Curtis.emt went to Washington on various
meetings, you know, for children and youth. Butddizine oh, what a, and Mary Ellen Kiah,
no, Mary Ellen, Mary Ellen, Mary Ellen, well, 1think about it.

AL: That's okay, | can get back to you.

MS: Yeah, but they're, and they're, let me seaethee some other older people, too. Mrs.
Cox, Bill Cox's wife. Her husband was county cossioner, if | have the right Cox because
that Cox family was a very large family of Cathdtiddos. And the one | am thinking of was
county commissioner before | went on, then | wantree board as the county commissioner for
four years, and then they unloaded me. Republichtidrad enough of four years. We had a



crazy sheriff who was really terrible, terriblertgi | don't think he was mentally stable, but we
had a lot of problems those four years with hine rein again just this past election. Tim
Richardson. Oh, well anyway, it's best not to -.

AL:  Well, in terms of Madeleine's -

MS: Faye Broderick is another one, she was naticoraimitteewoman. She lives in Lincoln.
And she would be filled full of stories about &bt went on. And she, as far as | know she and
Dick, her husband was very active, too. In fathink he was national committeeman if I'm not
mistaken. But she's full of stories, oh, you sHdalk to her, she'd be good for the early part.
Actually, it was kind of that group of people thet unseated and took over Penobscot County.
And they were really gracious about it, they di#n'dw how well we were organizing it, you
know, all over. And Bill Stone is another one s the Vietnamese War era. He's a native
Maine man and he lives in Prospect Harbor now,iamemarried to, he has a new wife and her
name is Barbara. And | might see them on the 7towember if they come to the - - but he
would be, have a lot of stories to tell, too. H®te a book about the psychology of politics.

AL: Oh, really?

MS: Yeah, after his experience organizing for EwgkltCarthy. So it's interesting, there's
just a lot of people. We drew in, and we didn'itdmlone, this is doing with everybody else who
was working very hard, you know, to organize soceeld get things changed. But we drew in
a lot of people who'd never been politically actinefore.

It's just like [Howard] Dean is doing now, thiswéat we did within the state of Maine, and
turned people, boat builders, we had, you know, yemme any walk of life, you know,

everybody was represented that was anti war. Amalslamazed at the number of people that
felt very strongly out in the outer reaches, yoownthat we didn't see around here. It was not
surprising there would be a lot of people aroundnracademic community, but they were
scattered all over the state. We'd drive the whblbe state, you know, to go to a meeting.

Now, | wouldn't do that today, but think nothinglaipping down to the southern coast to have a
meeting with people. We got together and we it wasally sociable time, too.

And there was, Mary McCarthy was summering herepofse, Kevin McCarthy, you know, the
actor and actress, or writer. And Gerald Rold&rk his name was, he was a famous poet. He
came, they came to our picnics. All these intemggteople, summer people that we wouldn't
have had a chance to meet otherwise. And therawamderful man whose name | can't
remember who designed sailboats, famous man tsagre sailboats, and we met him.

And there was just, really, any number of all kindgeople that got involved because they felt
strongly that we were doing the wrong thing beingrahere. There was a, it was like a social
club almost, you know. You're working together wiy@u campaign for anybody, you know,
there's an esprit de corps that develops and yeoaaut it and you plan and think what you're
going to do next, how you're going to answer thmithat or the other thing. And in the past I,
too, have run for House of Representatives whey¢baldn't get anybody else to do it, and it's
very interesting how that happened.



The year we were on leave, | spent a lot of timeg@to the hearings in D.C. while Corinne was
in school. Bud was at work at the Library of Caegg; | would go in and pick my hearing. And
| came back and | said, at that point | think KamrttS was running. Was he? Yes, | think he
was elected in '66. He had run, he had won in1866. | said to him, “You know, when we
were in Washington every state that | sat in orrihga had their governors come down and ask
for money for certain things for their state, there's nobody from Maine, | never saw anybody
testify and say they wanted something for MainewNnaybe Senator Muskie might have or,
you know, one of the representatives, but | nea@pkned in to see them testifying.” | said,
“There ought to be a full time person down the® know.” And Ken Curtis got a full time
person, which is interesting, and it worked.

AL: Let me stop and flip the tape.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on Side B. And you were saying, thatlworked, putting a full time person
down there?

MS: Yes, yes. What they found was someone whodavagresent Maine in a part time way.
You know, they had other things that they did, kkeewspaper writer; he worked for the
Portland paper. I've forgotten his name, but haflong time was the lobbyist for Maine as
well as covering politics.

AL: | probably know the name, but | don't know wioai're thinking about.

MS: I'm sure you do. I'm trying to think what mame was, too.

AL: I'm thinking of [John E.] Jeb Byrne?

MS: This is a long time ago, '66. Well, they migbtme back. It's amazing, I'll sit up in bed
in the middle of the night and say, “That's whoasxhinking of; why couldn't | remember
then?” But it's, this is very true, you have to@daeople watching. And I think our people who
are down there now probably are much more carefdirapresentative of the state than they
were years ago, when they were all RepublicansesBbDoug Hodgkin teach at Bates?

AL: He has just retired.

MS: Really, oh for goodness sake. Now, see, Bahvidmm very well; | didn't. He went to
Fletcher too, so that they saw each other at varonferences.

AL: And he was very much a Republican.

MS: Oh very, very, very, yes, yes, and Bud was veeyy much a Democrat. Well, you know
there's nothing worse than a convert. You knowd ®as a Republican until he studied political



science.
AL:  Oh, really?

MS: Oh yes, yes, his family was right wing, araghtiwingers, belonged to the Sweden
Borgen Church, and that's all right wing people.Vernassenspunds like), Pennsylvania, and
they have sections all over the country, oh agallover the world of that religion, the
Sweden Borgen Church. And Bud was probably ortevofor three people in the whole of the
Pittsburgh society and Vernassen society that Weraocrats, they were all Republicans.

AL: How did his family handle that?

MS: Oh, his father never could figure out what fltlewdrong. He'd say that to Bud, “I don't
know what | did wrong.”

AL: So it was with humor.

MS: Yes, well, it wasn't with humor, he was serioMghen Bud was fifty years old, | can
remember him sitting on the front porch talkindite dad and he said, “The trouble with you is
you haven't been in the trenches.” And Bud kintboked at him and said, “Well, Dad, | flew
airplanes. | couldn't be in the trenches and filyaaplane, too.” But his father would turn
purple, he would get so upset. And then his motrarid get, oh, now, now, now, now, the
peace maker, you know, | don't want my familyi(telligible word). But yeah, he was a
convert.

They, and | used to kid him, too, say, “Listen héteecame a Democrat when | was sixteen
years old and | was sitting in the high school tsafa at Peabody High School reading a book
called_Valley of Decisiori And it was about the steel workers plight intgburgh way before
they unionized and how, what they went throughyadd unionize. And | said, “I will never be

a Republican, never.” Sixteen. And my parentgoafrse, always blamed Bud for making me a
Democrat. They never talked to me about it. Tdheyn't know | made up my own mind, so I'd
kid Bud, say, “Listen here, don't you be so smasias a Democrat long before you were.”

AL: Oh, that's a great story.

MS: Yeah, funny. But | can remember out in Cahfar the past national convention, | was
telling a number of the young women who were ridangthe bus, they bussed us, you know, to
the various places. And | met some young laboplgeand | said, “Did you ever hear of this
book?” And told them about it. And that's howelchme a Democrat when | was sixteen, and
they said, “No, they hadn't,” but they were goiagyet it and read it. You know, it was really,
it's heartbreaking. Actually, it was written by mmpther's classmate in college, my mother
knew her quite well. But | was just touched. Mawow, you never know how something you
write is going to touch somebody else, and thiskijost touched me to the core.

The steel company, when a mother with five childaest her husband, he fell in a vat of steel,
molten steel, the company sent her a basket df &nd that was it, with their sympathies. And



imagine, here's this woman left with five childref course | could relate to that because | was
third in eight, of eight. But that just touched,rof, so | became a Democrat.

AL: Is there anything else that | haven't askedtizatiyou think is important to add here to
the history today of how you knew Edmund Muskiethar time period on campus?

MS: The time period. Well, the time period on caspthink was really a very, very volatile
time, but Maine people, or the Maine young peopteenapt to want to do things. And I think
they had teach-ins and allowed them to blow off¢team, and they did not allow them to call
off classes. And it's the responsibility of thelftly members who kind of kept them in tow.
And there are always young people who want to golmard, and they kind of encouraged
them to use their minds instead of, you know, thngveggs. And we had that on campus, egg
throwing when they marched against the war. Amwbis supposed to be a peaceful march
which it was except that there were a group of veeyy patriotic people who threw eggs. They
didn't believe that you should be against the waw, know, that was terrible. If you love your
country you just approve of anything they do. Butse were very, very trying times for
everybody, you know, not only the students butfétoellty and the president. Presidents,
because there were a number of people.

Now the presidents come and go, they don't stayu Rhow, they used to be here, the first one
that we knew was presidemiafne) and he was president from, well | don't know Homg but

we came in 1956 and he didn't retire for a goodymyaars. And then the second one we knew
was Lloyd Elliot who came, and he really got mof@mythe university. He knew what he was
doing, he got a, contacted all of the alumnae,krmw, they had them reach out around the
state, and he got a million dollars. Imagine, ath@le million dollars for the University of
Maine at Orono, and that was unheard of, everarhthtory of this university.

And at that time there wasn't a system, univessigtem like there is now, you know, the
chancellor's office and all this. There was ey@gsident of every, the teachers colleges and the
University of Maine. They all went down and theesrwho could bargain the best got the best
deals for the school. So, but now the presidemtsecand stay five years and leave, they use this
as a jumping board, you know, to go somewhere efseave been in the past. | don't know
what they're going to do in the future, but it#etient, it's not so closed. And they're just here
for a short period of time.

But those times were, really a lot of times wemlyeexciting and interesting, but those were the
worst, most raucous of the years, the anti wart 1Bunk we're beginning to work on another
one now, which | think is sad, really tragic. @kon't start that. Senator Muskie would be
turning in his grave if he could see what went btha UN. Bud spent years taking the Maine
young people to the model United Nations. He wveugch believed that this was a way to, you
know, resolve people's, if you could keep therkimgl at least you're not fighting. A lot of
people don't agree with that, but he thought it wexy worthwhile, and it was.

And they got to go to New York, too. Some of thiead never been there before, which is mind
boggling to somebody who's never seen New York gmathere and see the massiveness of it,
you know. | remember one student who was very ltiallmust have been 6'7". And | went,



occasionally | could go, depending on where Corwvas, | could go with them. And this one
young man was so tall, and he couldn't get enoogat, you know, he just needed more food.
So | would save some of my food because they algaye me too much. Every night I'd bring
a doggie bag back to him, give it to him in is rooAnd he was appreciative, because he didn't
have a lot of money, and a lot of the kids domtiey're working, you know, to earn their way
through school and they work summers and, you Kmaw it works. They work hard to get to
go to school. And Jim was always so grateful fiattand | was thinking, isn't it nice he's so
appreciative, you know, I'd bring my little, “Heyeu are, Jim, my token for the day.”

But there were a number of groups that | went withd a good time with them. 1 didn't
participate in the assembly itself because thatalladone. Bud served on that national board
for a while, |1 don't remember the precise years,imw he was involved in that for a while, too.

He did a lot of things here on campus that nobadyns about. Such as when the governor who
was elected, Jim Longley tried to fire the boardro$tees. Which he couldn't legally do, you
see, but he didn't know that. Bud was quite cimegkbecause that is not allowed by law; the
trustees are there for certain time slots. Saubengted in the name of the university board of
trustees for the Meiklejohn Award, which is an asvlirat's given, very seldom had it been
given, to someone who has stood up for acadenmaddm, so he submitted this to the AAUP,
and Maine won the award. Now you have the helmaacellor and a vice chancellor, and some
people who are very worried about how this is gdaomgeact on Governor Longley. Because
Governor Longley is making it hard for the universinyway, cutting the budget. So they never
made any big brouhaha about it, but he flew to Wagbn with Jean Sampson who was the
chairman of the board then, and got the Meiklejamrd. And somewhere in the chancellor's
office should be the plaque that was awarded tmthsow, where it is | don't know, but that's
something that, there wasn't any big brouhaha ahddad just did it. He felt that it was a
terrible thing that Longley was trying to do. Aifidie had been able to convince the legislators,
you know, they could have changed the law. Bdidh't work, which is nice.

Anyway, yeah, it's been very interesting, and hikifsenator Muskie and Jane added just a
wonderful thing to, a lot of themselves too, aneytivere liked, you know. They seemed to be
very well liked here, and | wonder what it would/babeen like had they not been governor and
his wife, you know. It could have been a totaliffetent situation, but they made a difference.
Then | remember Clinton Clauson. Oh, this is lraetk. He ran for governor, and | think it
was when Muskie left the governorship.

AL: Right, it was right after.

MS: Yes, and he had a heart attack and died adtdrideen elected. That's how John Reed got
in as governor, and he was in there for seven y@arguse of filling out the term, you know. |
don't remember the precise term, | think, what iyaswas only two years | think then, the
governor's term was only two. It changed to fohew Ken Curtis, before Ken Curtis went into
office. Anyway, but that was heartbreak, will ykmow. And | was just very concerned because
Neil Rolde wrote a wonderful book about the histofyhe Democratic Party, and somewhere
along the line he got the idea that Clinton Clausas a dentist, and | bought the book the year
that the convention was held here in Bangor ancedamme read it, | called him up and said,



“Neil, the man was a chiropractor.” And he sa@h’ | didn't know that.” but he paid for all
these copies to be printed and | don't, still i tray, understand why there wasn't a little slip
sheet put in saying mistake, error, something athosit They're still handing this out, |
understand, and it says that he was a dentist. | #ndk that's terrible, it's not right, it's not
accurate, it's misleading, and you're the writey know. You'd think Neil would have a pang
of conscience, but maybe he was thinking more atheumoney he'd spent, you know, to have it
published. Because he's been very generous, as many people have been with the
Democratic Party. Thank God, because most of n% Have very much money. We give it a
lot of time, but no money, not a lot of money anyw#ut | hope they continue to do well. It
would be sad to backslide after all the yearsdktos to get to where we are now. Forty-three
years!

AL:  Well, thank you very much.
MS: You're very welcome.

End of Interview
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