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P Excexpts from Remarks by M
' Senator EBdmund 5. Muskie of Maine ,

g : , At Reception in Msyor's Homg, a0\
X ; : September 10, 1968 6"‘7 AN
S : 7 AT
. I started playing golf about two. years ago. It was two

years ago this month. And I remember one of the first pié'ces ?f
advice that I received from one of my golfing compenions. He said;
"When you get to.the first tee/f REALLALI 41/ PHS/ EHE4/TL Bt tbe
béginning of the game, and you look around to see who the pigeotn is °
and you don't see one, you know it's you." .

J Well, I-guess I'm the plgeon here t;ani'ght.

; It's been a lmg day, and*-i'm not sure that what I'm about
to say 1s exactly what you'd like to hear somecne in my position say.
But 1'm very deeply concermed about scmething that's happeni,né in
this country and I think that you and I are in a& position to do
pomething about it. And I'm speaking now not as a Democrat or as a
Republican, but as an American.

Everyone 1u this room has achlieved socme measure of success
in this society, and you have achieved it because 1t is & free soclety
which offers opportunity to people who are in a position to seek it
and who have the wlll to do so.

I'm the son of an immigrant, and I suspect’that everyone in
this rocm has some such background; either ne;a.r or remote. My father

died a year after I became governor of my state. I know he é.ted fully

convinced' that this country represented all that he aad those who came

vith him to our shores dreamed it to be. et
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So we've ell had some measure of success. Now we bave aloi:.
‘of young people, dleadvantaged people who no.longer bel:l.eve a8 he. did _‘
or aa we do that this is poss{ible. And I'm garti.cu;l.arly cpn:grned-
ebout the young. I'm a father of five children; the youngest is seven

and the oldest is 19. I'm sure they have no canception of the kind.of

“ life that my father came to this country to escape. So they can't
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conceivably have/apprecistion for freedom and what it offers that he
~ : . iy

aid. . Or even that I do. B
| And so we have & great unrest among these youn.glpéqple who

have real honest doubts about the validity or.aur system in this free
society focr advancing the welfare of any individual who has the caﬁacity
and undertakes to use it. They're henest doubts. I. know we've all had
the problems of dealing with teenagers, for I've been frustrated as any
other parent, and you wonder whether they'll ever see the right way.
They do, &£ you trust them. And that's the key word in this whole
Hﬁs:l.ness. Trust and confidence.

| There are those who say that in order to. capture the allegiance
of ‘the disadventaged, that we must just put together big bundles of: money
to hand out to them. Well, the problems that are involved .do require
substantial investments.of money. But that®s not the key.' The key is

trust. '
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When I came to this earth, I did not come into'a society

J_whe.re everyone was equal or where, everyone had an equal chance, Bub
ve believed that this society was mov:l,ngl!.n that direction. We had
.confidence 'in it, trust in it. ° =
Today we don't have an equal chance for everyone, but we're
closer $o it than we were when I was barn. We're closer to it than -
~..we vere vhen I vas in high school. “And when I. entered CQJJ-!;SG ve __
ere in the depthe- of tha dupseieliast Those young people in'ny axa |
in.collegs bad canfidence in the systen even though at that moment -
it gave us nothing but hardship, inequality and éiscrimination and

injustice. Bubt we had confidence that this was the best means ever
devised for achieving what man bas never yet achleved--harmony among
multitudes of different kinds of people living together. ',

I don't kmow what your answer is to this problem or whether
you recognize it or acknowledge it. It's there. Somehow we've got to
commmicate with these young people.the very deep falth that we

have--that this is the place to be, this 1s the place where they can
improve themselves, that this ie the place that can make a great :
contribution to the lot of‘the disadvantaged, around the globe.

_ As I'm saying all of this, I'm not advocating eny particular
political party or any particular philosophy of govermment or any
particular program, or judging the merits of private vs-. public efforts.
Beceuse all of these together have a part to play in making this system

work. This isn't a system which works only because there is a single

agency-~govermmental or otherwlse--that does the Job. It works bﬁgwe, :

we all work so we've got to get at these young people.-— =
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i 9 ._g:?jchj_.gagp ve had . a confrqntat;ibn of foiféé‘ against force
and I don't think there is any clear-cut case cue way o.:"anoth‘e::.

' who was wrong or who was right. There was plenty df."w:'éngito,}\be
distributed among. all those jpresent: and some right. But the: importent
thing is that two groups of'American'citiz’éns could confrept themselves
only over & barrier oé hatred and suspicion and could get through coly

: bg use of force. : :
Q ‘We have every reascn o be concerned. That' happendd becauso
: too many Americans no longer have faith a.nd conﬁ.dence in the’ system
‘When I got into' this business.of polit:.cs fourteen years ago
I really didn't envision a-1ife career. 1 was just back from the war
snd valting for clients to climb the stalrs to my office in sufficient
nunbers 't:o_. give me a living. And stmebody suggested that I might use
‘same of my spare time by serving in the legislature--and I thought that
vai 8 good {des SE 1b A3dn®t g6 teo far. .80 I ren ol servedisnd'T vas
tremendously exhilirated py the experience. One step led to another
until I‘mrwh‘ere I anm, '
But I'1l tell you honestly and I can understand if you don't
believe me, 'bbat the only real satisfaction in/giizs seeing this aystem .
work. Improvement--in the life of your community, your state and your
country, and above all, in your fellow Americans. So all of us in this
‘room ave had a great measure of success and I plead. with you $0 use it--
to use the background that it has brought you, the experience, the know-how,
the skills in’ persuading people énd werldng vith thei, to desl with this
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problem of the young people as though they were all ymarchm:'en, i
that you are trying in some way %o ha.rness thelr g:r‘ea.f; urges! and desires.
and :l.nst'.'.ncts and prabests d.nto the ccmatructive channels which make a. i i
3 mko
free soctetyl I think 'bha.t's the great worry this election of 1968
(applause) and if I can contribute to it, I don't care uha.t happens
on November 5. As a matter of. fact, I know what would be ‘the: most
éomfortable result on November 5. s
Thank you very much. ot Tl
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