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Biographical Note

Louis Scolnik was born in Lewiston, Maine on Feloyub4, 1923. His mother was Bessie

Picker Scolnik, a housewife originally from Lithuanhis father was Julius Scolnik was

originally from Kovna, and operated a retail clotnistore on Lisbon St. He had two brothers,
Morris and William H., and two sisters, Rose anal. lde attended the Beth Jacobs Synagogue in
Lewiston. He was influenced by the Boy Scouts gngwip, and enjoyed studying the
saxophone and clarinet

He attended the Dingley School, then a tempordmgacat the Lewiston Armory. Later, he

went to Frye School (now closed), Jordan Schoa,ggaduated from Lewiston High School in
1941. During high school, he played tennis, basktkethnd ran track. He attended Bates College
for two years and then joined the Navy in LandingfCinfantry (LCI). He traveled to Oregon to
join the LCI (L) 776 (a ship), where he was stagidiior the remainder of World War 1l,

traveling to Hawaii, Guinea, the Philippines, Jaf@hnina, and Taiwan.

Scolnik graduated from Bates after the War, haveugived credit during military service. He
then worked for Container Corp. of America andriéte Veterans Administration. He then
decided to go to law school, attending Georgetowivérsity. He joined the moot court team
and took an internship in Maine under John Plate.practiced law with Platz (1952-1957). He
served on the board of NAACP and acted as theal legunsel in Maine. Eventually he got
involved in mayoral politics and was elected citipeney. He became a judge in 1974.



Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Lewiston duraplnik’'s childhood (approx. 1923-1940);
Kashrut (Jewish dietary laws); approximately 15@i3k families in Lewiston while Scolnik was
growing up; French Catholic community in Lewistdime Depression; his childhood friendship
with Shep Lee; the Rural Resettlement Administrgt®ates College; house parties at Bates
College, Bowdoin College, University of Maine, a@dlby College; a local band called Lloyd
Rafnell; building destroyers at Bath Iron WorksidgrWWWII; V-12 program for WWII at Bates
College; Bobby Kennedy at Bates College; Port HoeneCalifornia; Container Corporation of
America; Georgetown Law School; American Civil Libes Union (ACLU); Lewiston
Corporate Council; Mayoral politics in Lewiston;aak Coffin's support for Ed Muskie;
perceptions of Ed Muskie; Frank Coffin; Kennedyre$dential election in 1960; Muskie
running for Vice President in 1968; Muskie’s apniants to certain government positions; the
Clean Air Act and Water Quality Act; Rule 22; arptanation of how judges are appointed; civil
rights and civil liberties unions; and the cas&ofmand vs. Baxter Park Authority.
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Transcript

Marisa Burnham-Bestor: The date is March 5th, 1999, and we are at theki¢ Archives in
Lewiston, Maine. Present are Justice Louis Scanitt Marisa Burnham-Bestor. Could you
state your full name and spell it for me?

Louis Scolnik: Louis Scolnik, L-O-U-I-S, S-C-O-L-N-I-K.

MB: Thank you. Where and when were you born?

LS. I'was born in Lewiston, Maine, February 14th, 392

MB: What were your parents’ names?

LS. My mother's name was Bessie; her maiden nameRiger, P-I-C-K-E-R, and her last
name, her married name is Scolnik. And my fathease was Julius, J-U-L-1-U-S Scolnik.

MB: Did you have any siblings?
LS: Idid, | had two sisters and two brothers.
MB: What were their names?

LS: The eldest brother, the eldest child was MoM<)-R-R-I-S, and the next was Rose, R-O-
S-E, and the next was William H. Scolnik, and tle&trwas Ida.

MB: Where did you fit in?
LS. I'was last. | was the baby of the family.
MB: What were your parents’ occupations?

LS. My mother was a housewife, and my father wasaygerated a retail clothing store on
Lisbon Street in Lewiston.



MB: When your family was, when you were young, whas Lewiston like as a town to grow
up in?

LS. Well, it was a small town; population approxintgterty thousand people. Basically very
good schools, good in the fundamentals. | thotlghteachers were all quite good; | liked some
better than others. And the town was a commuriitylot of mill workers; textiles were in full
bloom at the time, and shoe factories. Bates Gellgas here at the time, and | thought it was
not a bad place to grow up in.

MB: Did your, were your parents involved religiouslythe community?

LS. Yes, they were, they belonged to a synagogueathainot too far from our home, the Beth
Jacobs Synagogue. And they observed all of tigiaak holidays and the Jewish customs in
the home dealing with what they calkashrut[ or Kashruth, it's a, dietary laws. And | guess
we were all brought up in that environment. Andals required to, after going to public school
in the afternoon, from the age of about five totden, to go to a Hebrew school where |
received an education, the traditional education.

MB: How large was the Jewish community in Lewiston?

LS. Ithink there are probably about a hundred aftg fiamilies in Lewiston.

MB: But predominantly, it wasn’t Jewish, it was psednantly Catholic?

LS. Yes, it was predominantly French Catholic popatat

MB: How did the French Catholic community get alevith your family and other Jewish?

LS. Well, my father’s clientele were mostly Frenchi@dic. And he sold actually to the people
who were in the lower wage scales. The early yéaithe end of the twenties and early thirties,
of course, was the Depression years, and peopke aing a very hard time financially. The
terms of sale were very accommodating to the pwerhal think they would be able to buy a suit
of clothes by putting one dollar down and payirity ftents a week in those days. So, it gave
people a chance to be properly clothed, and yableeto afford the clothing they paid for.

MB: Did your family suffer a lot during the Depressiyears financially?

LS: Well, things, | don’t really think we sufferedjtomoney was always a major problem. |
remember my mother used to have to run up a vegg lgrocer’s bill and a butcher’s bill, and
we’'d pay a certain amount per month on that bippaoe it down.

MB: That was standard practice then, like what yatirer did with the clothing?

LS. Yes, yes, | thought it was, yes.

MB: Did your father’s business, his retail busing@ssk up again after the Depression?



LS. Alittle bit. He had a hard time during thatyithg the Depression years, but he was able to
put away some money and purchase some real egtate matter of fact, a very nice piece of
property on Lisbon Street that later was occupietiMard Brothers, which was a very
fashionable women'’s store in Lewiston. And of @auhe was always having to meet the
mortgage obligations on a monthly basis. But theye, they eked it out and somehow
survived. Things started to get better in the fhidies as we got closer to WWII, and then
things did loosen up a bit.

MB: How were your parents involved socially in tleenenunity?

LS: Well they, they had a lot of friends and sociatiteracted with them. | can recall on a
Saturday night when | was a young child of abogheor nine, taking a walk, about a fifteen or
twenty minute walk to a friend’s house. As a mattiefact, it was Shep Lee’s parents’ house,
and Shep was there. And we’d go there for theiagesind they would socialize and drink tea
and have something to eat with it and things Iia.t A very social occasion that was quite nice.

MB: Did they bring the children along frequentlyuyand your brothers and sisters?

LS: Ithink | was brought along because | was thengast, because my older siblings of course
stayed home. They had things to do; homework tarabtheir own social life to attend to.

MB: How large was the space between the kids?

LS. Let's see, Morris was about fourteen years didan |, Rose about twelve older than I, Bill
about ten, and Ida was nine years older. | thiwks kind of an unexpected visitor. | can
remember when | came home. When | was brought ibeneext day, the teacher said to my
older sister, “I understand you had quite a neventthe at your home,” because it was on
Valentine’s Day that | was born.

MB: Was your family at all politically involved itné community?

LS. Notreally, no. Well, not as | can recall; thegre not involved politically. They were
basically involved with their education. And mgter was, one sister, lda, was a very good
basketball player in high school and she was énhank they had a championship team as a
matter of fact. My elder sister Rose went awagdieool to become a teacher of elocution, and
she had a practice when she came back of teacloogtien. And some people, a couple of
people that she taught as a matter of fact hadnséaimng difficulties that she helped them to
overcome, and they went on to bigger and bettagthas a result of that improvement in their
speech; become lawyers, etc. And she would hageital every year. And | was drafted into
some of those activities because | was, | likegetibup and speak before people. And so she
would include me in some of the declamatory pig¢basher students would recite, and also in
the one-act play that they'd have at the end oféloéal. It was a big thing in those days, to
have these kinds of recitals, as well as othethacwho taught music and so forth.

MB: Did all of your siblings remain in the Lewistéwburn area?

LS. My eldest brother, Morris, went to accountingaalh He went to Bentley and became an
accountant. He stayed here and worked for quitkike at the Bates Mill. And my sister Ida . .



. He went to Bates, by the way, as, Bill, Rose lsliadris all three went to Bates. My sister Ida

did not. She became, she was a wonderful stenogramd she worked for the Bates Mill, and

she worked for the person in charge, the agengraby the name of Mr. Summersby. And, so,
she was always very good at that.

MB: How do you spell Summersby?
LS: Ithinkit's S-U-M-M-E-R-S-B-Y.
MB: Thank you.

LS. And, let's see, and my brother Bill was the fisteave town, and he went to Washington
to work for the government, and he did that. Aedaent to night school at Georgetown to
obtain a law degree. And ultimately he always tfarrest of his time, worked for governmental
agencies. He worked for the AAA, the Rural Resat#nt Administration | recall, and

ultimately he worked for the VA where he worked yaars and ultimately | think retired on a
disability, with a disability retirement. And myster Rose, | told you, came back home to teach
expression. And the other, Ida, continued to vairthe Bates Mill. Now, my brother Bill then
persuaded my sister Ida to come to Washington t& wh@re. So, she went there and she got a
job in Washington and she met someone there anchgoted. He operated a, well, | don’t need
to go into all of those things, but she was in Wagton. And then ultimately she got my
brother Morris to come to Washington. He wenté¢hend he got a job there doing, in the
military, he did cost accounting. Both Bill and Nie and | were all in WWII, Bill and Morris
were in the Army and | was in the Navy. But yowibbably ask about that in more detail later
on.

MB: How did your family affect you as you grew up?

LS: Well, my father was always just very busy witlk thusiness of making a living. And they
bought a building at Bradley and Ash Streets iniséam. It was an apartment building that had
three apartments, eight-room apartments in thoge loecause families were large. And he and
my, my uncle built a same exact building next dodihey were in partnership together in the
retail business. And at one point, | think it vedase to the war years, my father decided that it
made sense to divide up these eight-room apartroerttse second and third floor into four-
room apartments, which he did. He was, didn’'t hmueh education but he, he was very
knowledgeable about all kinds of things. He fixadelctrical appliances and wiring in the house,
and did plumbing things and carpentry things. He wery good with his hands. And also
considered himself, | think, kind of a contractechuse as construction on Lisbon Street would
go up, new construction, you would always see nyefasort of looking at the construction,
having advice for the contractor, what they shaldd So, he was a self-taught, strong
individual. And although my relationship with hiwas not really very close, he was just so
busy. | think my brother Bill, next up from methe male in the family, was, sort of took over
almost as a surrogate father. He kind of took maeuhis tutelage and helped me grow up.

There was always a very warm feeling in my famihere was always a lot going on at our
house with five kids. And they all had a lot defrds, and they’d always hang around our house.
And on many summer evenings my parents would babaeople that came to the house and
they’d sit out on the porch, and it was a veryywacial kind of gathering with serving of food



and political discussions, things of that natuvy father sort of simplified everything in terms
of the whole economic thing was based on the bbéitereen capital and labor; that's one thing
he seemed to understand very well. And, well,;shges, what's your next question?

MB: With your parents’ political involvement, woulldey typically vote Republican, Democrat
... Would they be affiliated at all either way?

LS. They were always, | think at one time they chahipeir registration because a young man
by the name of Ben Berman was very strong in theuBkcan party, and he was running | think
for judge of probate on one occasion. And he wasg to get all of the people that he knew to
vote for him. So, | think they had to change thmegistration for him to win the primary. They,

| think that was probably the only time that theyted Republican, | think. But later on they
were Democrats, they were. You know, Franklin Reett could do no wrong as far as they
were concerned. They thought he was just the ggeatnd they had the greatest degree of
respect for him, and for his social programs. Asg gan re-, well, you, as you know from
history, in 1932 he took over the country, it waghe depths of Depression. And he did all
kinds of things to prime the pump and get moneginculation. And many of the programs were
ruled unconstitutional by a Supreme Court, and dipaet him quite a bit. But in any event, |
think he was credited and appropriately so for inglphe country out of the Depression. And
for that reason they, you know, they, everybodyiadoour family thought he was the greatest.

MB: Were your parents involved in social reformli a
LS. No, not really. They were just too busy bringimgthe family and trying to make a living
and pay off the bills, and basically trying to makee that their children got a college education

if they wanted one.

MB: But they seemed to, did they instill the idesatial equality as being important into you
and your siblings?

LS: 1 don’'t remember their doing that specificallyexpressly, but my mother always had a,
and my father, too, a real strong sense of rigbtvarong. And my mother, although she spoke
in broken English (she actually spoke most of thre tin Yiddish to her friends); she spoke in
broken English. She’d always tell me, “Do the tigting”. And that was almost, you know, a
sign, a (nintelligible word for me to, that | followed probably almost allrol life almost to a
fault.

MB: Where was your mother from before?

LS. She was from, well it was Lithuania in those ddog | think it was occupied by Russia, in
a little town called Bialystok [Poland].

MB: And your father?
LS. He was from, | think either Poland or Lithuarfram a place called Kovna, K-O-V-N-A.

MB: So, how did they end up coming to Maine?



LS: Well, that's interesting. | think my father cateeNew York first. And, | think that's

where he met my mother. And he had some friendi4aime that said, “Come to Maine.” So he
came up here and he started off with a job. Wiy tlid was, there were other people in the
Jewish community who had clothing stores. And tweuld hire someone like my father, who
just came, to take clothing and peddle from doatdor; go to a house and say, “Do you need
any clothing?” People didn’t even have to go ®dtore. And they would buy something. And
he would come back and report, be responsiblegtstibre from whom he secured the
merchandise, and until he got a few dollars. Aedhd my uncle then decided that they would
open up a store. And then they did sort of theesdémmg. And | don’t know how many
languages he spoke, but | used to get a kick ocbwiing to the store and hearing him talk to
someone partly in local Frengbatois which he mastered to a degree. And he also wibubav

in a few Yiddish words as he’s speaking to thend, smme Polish that he understood. And so he
really did have kind of a feel for language, althbit may not have been grammatically correct.
But he was able to communicate.

MB: Did you and your siblings remained very involvedhe Jewish religious community?

LS. They belonged to the local sisterhood of the gggae and went to certain things. And of
course they would always observe the importandagh and participate in that way. And |
think even to this day, you know, they will obserret to, they’re not strict practitioners, but
they do go to the services on high holidays an@escertain other festival holidays.

MB: Do you and your family do that as well?
LS: Ido, but my wife does not to any great degree.
MB: Is your wife Jewish as well?

LS. Yes, sheis. But she, you know, she is, I'mswt that she, I'm, she’s probably agnostic
actually.

MB: | know that you became very socially involvedyas grew up. Did your brothers and
sisters? | know a lot of them worked in Washington

LS: I don’t really think they did. | don’t think tlyedid.

MB: Did you have any other major influences, othantthe religious community and your
family, any other major influences that affected yehile you grew up?

LS. Well, I belonged to the Boy Scouts; | think thaist have had an influence upon me. The
thing that | got very much involved with was musicstudied the saxophone and nobody ever
had to tell me to practice. As a matter of fdoeytused to pay me to stop practicing sometimes.
And | got very interested in swing music. It waghe thirties, and | became a pretty good sax
player. And then | also studied the clarinet beeawo play in a dance band, you had to play both
saxophone and clarinet, double on the instrumehtsl | started even in high school playing

with dance bands and as a matter of fact, wherslayanior in high school, | played with the
Bates Bobcats. We had a dance band at Batesl#yatgor Chase Hall dances every Saturday
night, and | was a local ringer. And then wherehivto Bates | continued to play in the Bates



Bobcats, and we had a very well-respected danca inahose days. And we sometimes played
at the house parties at Bowdoin, University of Maamd Colby, and did some traveling around.

And | played with a local band by the name of Lid3alfnell, who played for all the dances.
Dancing in those days was a big thing, and peoplet v dances just to, just following bands
around. They liked certain dance bands. And axeled the state, | mean, sometimes we’d go
to a place as far as Millinocket in one night, d@niée back after the dance, get home around
four, five o’clock in the morning. So, | was venuch involved in that, and listened to all of the
name bands, Benny Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, JimmyfowthsCount Basie; that was, | lived
for that. And so | was very, very much involvedhat. And as a matter of fact, throughout my
life after that. We’ve had some reunions at Bateshich some of the old musicians in the band
got together and played. We did this about foargego. We played upstairs in Chase Hall, |
mean next door.

MB: What was the name of the band? Lloyd Raf?. . .

LS. Lloyd Rafnell, R-A-F-N-E-L-L.

MB: And that was the band that you would, you woutist frequently play with?

LS: I played with Rafnell a lot when | wasn't playimgth the Bates Bobcats. But | also played
with a guy called Lenny Lizotte, and he had a ddvared. And, who else was there? A fellow
by the name of Goodie as | recall, G-O-O-D-I-E, &atroll Poulin who had a music store here
locally. He, his brother Dick [Poulin] had a darmnd; | played with them. Then Carroll had a
band and | played with him. So, | guess I've biemusic for quite a while. In school, in the, |
played in the high school orchestra playing cladsitusic, and in the school band, and at Bates
we had a marching band. And when | was in the \pibgram at Bates, which I'll tell you
about in a while, | was the leader of the marctiagd. The Navy marching band that we had,
played on a few occasions.

MB: Was that typical of a, of a musician to playhngifferent bands?

LS. Yes, it was.

MB: Okay. Where did, did you attend public elemgngad secondary school in Lewiston?
LS: Idid, yup. | started off in, | think the firgrade | went to Dingley School.

MB: Dingley?

LS. Wait a minute, yes, | think it was Dingley School

MB: How do you spell that?

LS. D-I-N-G-L-E-Y. The building is still there occigdl now by the Lewiston School
Department. It's down near Park Street, and QRdek and Oak. | remember that first year of

my first grade, | had whooping cough, all of thddimood diseases: measles, chicken pox . . .
Everything happened to me that first year. Anthse days they didn’t just pass you on. And



the grades were not A, B, C and D; it was one, tiwee and four. And | came home and | said
to my mother at the end of the year, | said, “Lobtkm, | got higher than everybody else, | got
all fours”, which meant | failed everything, aneéyhkept me back. | had to repeat the first
grade, and so | was always one year older tharyleedy else all through school, which, | don’t
think that pleased me very much.

MB: What were your experiences like in secondarypsith

LS. Ohyes, so, well | started to say, that was Epd@chool in the first grade. Then, they had
a temporary school at the Lewiston Armory that, mHeattended the second and third grades.
And then, after that, | went to Frye School, whiglmow closed down, on Horton Street and
Ash. And at Frye | went to the fourth, fifth andth grades. And then | went to Jordan School,
which is now also a condominium building and nsthool any more. And | went to the
seventh and eighth grades there. They didn’t haviath grade, ninth grade was freshman in
high school. Then | went to Lewiston High Schadhjch is now the middle school right here at
Central Avenue, for my freshman, sophomore, juarat senior years.

MB: That's several schools. Is that the typicaldBwp, is that how they had the . . .?

LS. That's how they did it then. Then | think latar they added the ninth grade to the pre-high
school elementary school.

MB: What was the temporary school at the Armory for?

LS: | think at that time there was, oh yeah, theyenmnstructing this building, which is now

the middle school, because | remember the congirugbing on when we were at the Armory.
So they had a makeshift classroom there, and $odaigool at that time was Jordan. Jordan was
Jordan High School. Then that became the seveuntleighth grade school after that. So, I did
very well in the elementary schools. As a matfdaat, | think | was valedictorian at Jordan in
the seventh and eighth grades. And at high sdraidlvery well but | was not the top person in
the class.

MB: What were your interests in high school, othantmusic? Did you know what you
wanted to do?

LS. Sports. | was very much into sports. | was®y g®od tennis player. And, my parents
wouldn’t permit me to go out for football, althougivanted to because | liked football a lot.
But, | did play basketball and was very good atkra was a pole vaulter, and a broad jumper.
Not a, | wasn't in any of the dashes or long mikagns, | didn’t do any of that. So, | did sports
a lot, and music, and of course | did my homewartt kept my grades up fairly well, and that
was about it.

MB: What year did you graduate from high school?
LS. Nineteen forty-one.

MB: So, did you go to the Navy then at that timeglidryou go to Bates?



LS: No. I went to Bates. And when | was a freshmaBades, we all went, everybody in our
family went to Bates. Well, one of the reasons W& went was money. We lived off campus
and | sort of felt we missed out by living off cangp but it was just a short walk from Bradley
Street to the campus. In some ways it was goodusecit was pretty quiet at home, and you got
a lot of, you got some studying done. | forgot wie question was.

MB: How did you transition from going to Bates ahdrt into the Navy?

LS: Ohyes, right. So, my freshman year, I'll nef@get, in my freshman year in high school a
friend of mine, Howie Dionne, who was a trumpetygla. . . And he and | had, he was my
closest friend, we were both so very much involwenhusic, that’s all we talked about, listening
to records, copying some of the great musicianswiea hear on the records, and play- ... And
we formed our own little band together, our firahld called the Dixon Brothers. | don’t know
where we got that name. But, we took that namenandsed to have rehearsals, and he went on
to play, he’d played with Lloyd Rafnell as did hdawith other bands. And, we used to love to
go to Old Orchard Beach in the summer time. Yoovk®Ild Orchard? They used to have name
bands there every night, and the best ones of emmshe weekends. So, we heard all of those
great swing bands: Count Basie, he was the greatasty James, Gene Krupa, Benny
Goodman, Tommy Dorsey. And we’d just stand righwd front. And we did some dancing,
too, but we were just so interested in those gresicians and loved talking to them in
intermission. And one summer, though, | remembglayed with Lloyd Rafnell at Old Orchard
Beach at a place called The Palace which was npo@s as The Pier, but it was another place
where dances were held. And that was a lot of fun.

MB: How did you get involved with the V-12?

LS. My brother suggested to me that | try to join Meavy. The war was coming along. When
Howie Dionne and I, we went to Portland, | stilhmember where we were on V-, on Pearl
Harbor day, December 7, 1941. We came out of aertbeater and we heard the
announcement about the Japanese invading PeabiHakind that's when everybody’s lives
really changed. Howie got into an Army prograrthihk it was the ASTP. And my brother
suggested that | look into the V-12 program, wHidid. And | was accepted into the program.
And the Navy’s philosophy in those days, is theynted officers (of course that was an officer
training program), they wanted their officers towéa broad liberal education. So they
permitted me to stay at Bates through my sophoyeae just as a civilian and pursue my
regular studies, without taking any Navy courseanything at all. And as a matter of fact, in
the summer of ‘42, | decided to work at the Batml¥Works. They were building destroyers,
twenty miles from here. So | took a job . . .high school I'd learned how to type as an
extracurricular course, although | was enrollethm college course. And that stood me in good
stead because | was able to get a job typing indltiEting department at Bath Iron Works and
work that summer.

And then | got a notice from the Navy to reportdative duty on July 1, 1943. So | packed a
bag, | walked five blocks to Bates College, andabwn the Navy, at Bates, in the V-12 unit.
Bates had, for a couple of years, had this V-1iditig program here, and so | lived in what was
the new dorm then. Now it's called Smith Hall SouAnd | had two, three roommates, all of
them from Bowdoin. It was an interesting expereshecause we got to know a lot of the other
college students from around the state, who weéitlralwn together in this one program. So



there were Bowdoin, Bates, and, which establisheddships that long outlasted the war.
MB: Was Bates the only school in the area that had/t12 program?

LS. Yes, Bowdoin had a V-5 program for people whoengoing to become naval aviators, and
so Bates was the only V-12 program. As a mattéacif | think Bobby Kennedy was here one
year.

MB: And V-12 was specifically to become an officethe Navy?

LS. That's correct. Because | spent two semesteesdteBates, and in 194-, early 1944 got
orders to go to midshipman’s school. That wasybe,heard of the 90-day wonders. Well, it
was a four-month training program actually. Anads, | went to Plattsburgh, New York where
they had a station, a midshipman’s school. Antlwes quite an interesting experience. A lot
of the others went to, some went to Columbia. ié&nid of mine, Howard Jordan, who was in the
dance band, went to Columbia and he became angrethgre. So we went to Plattsburgh and
spent four yearss[c months] learning ordinance, seamanship, navigasibbiof these Navy
courses that were necessary. And we became britifficers after four months.

And from Plattsburgh, we then went down to a pleaiéed Solomons IslafidMaryland, to

report for amphibious training. And | was assigted crew consisting of four officers and
twenty-six men on an LCIl. An LCI was the Landin@aft Infantry, L-C-1-(L) is the designation,
and we got training there. And then the crew bzt been formed at Solomon’s Island all went
out to the west coaston a . ... I'll never frthat train ride. It took about six days to tpetre.
We were right behind the locomotive on bunks thetexthree layers high, and we were right in
back of the locomotive so we were full of soot. &kitwe got to Chicago, the first thing
everybody did was go to the YMCA to take a showeayet the soot off. And we went to
Portland, Oregon where we were to commission al@w And our LCI didn’t have a name, it
had a number, it was LCI(L)776. And that’s thepshwvas with almost throughout the rest of the
war.

MB: And what happened?

LS. Well, we commissioned the ship and then we didestraining down the Pacific coast. We
went to San Diego and, I'll always remember the Plieneme Light, and | said, “That’s a
funny pronunciation for H-U-E-N-E-M-E,” but thatighat it was. That was Port Hueneme
which is quite known now in California, and up atwvn the coast. And we went to, oh, | can’t
remember the name of that island, a couple ofdsldhere. One of them President Nixon had a
home on, as | recall. But anyhow, they, I'm havangenior moment, | can’t remember its name,
but we trained all in around that area and finelé/got orders to proceed across the Pacific and
we did that in stages. We were going to trairti@rinvasion of Jap-, invasion of the
Philippines.

And, I don’t know if I'm jumping around too much apt. But, so we stopped at Hawaii and
provisioned the ship. And then we went from Hawaadhe Marshall Islands and the Admiralty

! Solomons Island, town in Calvert County, Maryland,aonisland at the north side of the Patuxent river mouth.
During WWII it was a base for training men in the userophibious craft.



Islands, and then from the Admiralties we went awNGuinea. And from New Guinea we
participated on January 9, 19-, that had to be 1845, January 9, 1945, in the invasion of
Lingayen Gulf in the Philippine Islands, which tadhout to be a very, an invasion that found
very little resistance, thankfully. And it was aally, we were never really in danger in the
invasion, although | can still remember the baltiles firing sixteen inch shells over our heads
onto the beach to make sure that the op-, any dppothat was there would be pretty well
softened up for any invasion. And then we, we lbeeh converted into . . . Instead of carrying
troops which LCls were supposed to do, we were csggbto carry two hundred troops. We had
bow doors that opened up and a landing ramp that d@vn and the troops would, were
supposed to go down that and then on the beacH.thase ships were very unconventional in
that they did go right up on the beach, unlike atier ship which really wasn’t supposed to do
that. And then we would, we had the mechanism bighy a procedure by which we could
retract the ship and get back off, off the beaal, lze back out in deep water. So, but we had
been converted to a firefighting and salvage soghat if a ship got broached on the beach and
couldn’t get off, we'd help them get off. If theyt hit we’'d help put out the fire. And so, we
had specialized training for that, for our shipnd&hat was Lingayen Gulf.

After that, we stayed in the Philippines for a whilvent to Manila. | met other friends that |
knew. Philip Isaacson | met at Formosa as a mattict, later on. | think | met him in the
Philippines, too. He was on a different kind daading craft. And | met my brother-in-law
who was on a Merchant Marine vessel as a Navy aguart, he was also an officer. We met in
Manila and had a great reunion. And then whilengee in the Philippines was when we, as a
matter of fact | think we were in Manila Bay, whae learned about the dropping of the atomic
bomb. We’d heard something a few weeks beforee duys were saying, “Well, the war’s
going to be over soon.” | guess there had beeresamors around the, from ... Some of the
aviators from Clark Field must have been mentionivad something was going to happen. So
when that happened then we were there for V-J Day.

But that wasn’t the end of our tour. We then wienmn the Philippines to Okinawa for an
assignment. And then after Okinawa we went to €laimd we carried some Chinese troops
from the mainland China. First we went to Shang#ad then we picked up some Chinese
troops and took them to Formosa to occupy Formadset was still under the control of the
Japanese at that time. And it's now, what isTigdwan.

MB: And that was the end then?

LS: That was the end then. And then after Taiwanywemst back to the mainland and then
came back to the stateBegper goes ojf.Is that an hour already?

End of Side One, Tape One
Side Two, Tape Two

LS. Inthe course of, okay?
MB: Yup, go ahead.
LS. When we were in China, my commanding officercE2arlson, who is a wonderful man,

had been promoted to commander of a flotilla, aigrof about twelve ships. And | became . ..
Of course the order of the officers are, there avasmmanding officer, the executive officer, the



communications officer and the commissary officéh, no, I'm sorry, engineering officer and
the commissary and communications officer. | sthes the fourth officer. And then when the
executive officer, by the name of Jack Tenner, &9 you probably may have seen him in
connection with the O. J. Simpson case, becaubedtsme a judge afterwards and he was on
T.V. as a commentator concerning the O. J. Simpasa. | don’t know if you ever saw him.
When | saw him on T.V., we hadn’t been in touclgot in touch with him and, for the first time
since the war, and so that was, and found outdiecame a judge and he found out that |
became a judge. It was kind of interesting, anyw@g, he got another ship, he became
commanding officer of another ship, and then | wasoved up to executive officer when he
left. And then when Eric Carlson became commanéére flotilla, | was elevated to
commanding officer of the LCI(L) in China.

And so, | took the ship back to the States and wedenthe usual stops in the Hawaiian Islands,
and finally went back to the west coast. Only thise we went to Seattle, and then had to dec-,
spent quite a while decommissioning the LCI(L). dAy that time, | was almo-, | had enough
points to be separated from the service, but teexe€ouple of months before that they assigned
me temporarily to an LST and | did practically naththere. Then | was dis-, | was given

orders to proceed to Boston, got on an airplanef teeBoston, and was then put on inactive
duty. And that was the end of my experience.ayed in the Reserves for a couple of years, and
then | was totally separated after that.

MB: Did you then return to Bates and finish your?. .

LS. And then Bates was good enough to give me cfedity four months at Plattsburgh, they
called that one semester. And they says, “If yowide more semester at Bates, you'll receive a
degree.” So | started in September and | graduatEdbruary.

MB: With adegreein...?
LS. With a bachelor of arts degree.
MB: How did those experiences shape your belietigi@ts and interests?

LS. Well, I think | grew up a lot for one thing. Andithough we never really were seriously in
danger, we were one time in Okinawa when we, wheget caught in a typhoon. One thing a
naval vessel is not supposed to do is get neardaridg a typhoon, unless you can find a
protective sheltered cove. So, we rode out a typtamd we were able to avoid getting beached.
It was interesting. After it was over we saw sawnaratft all over the beach that just couldn’t
get away from the beach and they just couldn’t sheeships. But we were able to do that, and
we did find finally a sheltered cove that proteatsduntil the storm was over. But that was
probably the most dangerous experience that I'ditnége war.

There were times when we were in New Guinea wheseetwould a Japanese plane we thought
come overhead. There'd be an air raid alarm, gefpuaround two o’clock in the morning, but
he never dropped any bombs or anything. | domiktive ever fired at any enemy craft. There
was a funny experience, but | won't go into itmlsort of trying to write a history of my
experiences on my computer at home, but I'm ontyuabalf-way through. But that's where I'll
put some of these things. Some of them were comigeeriences.



MB: What led you to decide to go to law school?

LS. Okay, after | graduated from Bates | really didmiow what | wanted to do. | think as a
kid | always thought that, well, there was this ntlaax was a wonderful local trial lawyer that
everybody had such great respect for. His nameBeasBerman, and he was a Clarence
Darrow in the court room. And | thought, boy, yawow, | admired him so much, | said, well, |
could never do that, I just, | would never havedbdity to do what he did. So | decided when |
got through at Bates, | didn’t know what | wantedib. | knew | didn’t want to be a
professional musician. Every one of those guytherdance bands at Old Orchard Beach, they
said, “If you can do anything else, do it.” Andlstecided not to become a professional
musician but to do it avocationally.

So | thought, well, | guess the best thing for méa is to start out in business. So | got
interviewed by a gentleman by the name of Davidtéltouse, a Bates alum, who came around
interviewing students at Bates, looking for pedpkt might be interested in joining his
company, which was at that time a huge companytaoer Corporation of America. And he
asked me if I'd like to come to work for them. ays, “I don’t know anything about making
boxes.” He says, “We’ll teach you.” So | wentMedford, Massachusetts, well, actually lived
in Cambridge. And as a matter of fact | lived iroaming house with a couple of other Harvard
Law School students who were great guys. | uséaéo them talk about law in their spare time,
or when they were studying.

But | was working learning the box business, howntike folding cartons and corrugated
cartons. And he thought the best place for méaid would be the designing lab. | really didn't
have a real aptitude for creative design, but | keasurceful and learned the things you had to
learn in making up new designs of boxes for a paldr customer, whether it be some candy
company or a liguor company like Seagrams, to niakkng cartons for Christmas time that

had all kinds of different colors. And by beingtirat department, it was necessary that | learned
all of the production equipment: the printing pessghe cutting presses, and how they used
color and things like that. Because you had tceostdnd what the limitations of those machines
were, because if you designed something that thgeegnt couldn’t produce, it would be
useless. So that was a good way, really, to lderbusiness. And also, you dealt with the
salesmen who had to go around, and they would‘€ay you make a box like this for this
customer? Here’s the problem.” Got to know whatproblem was from the salesman. It was
a really good place to start learning about thigell, | did that for a year and a half, and for
various reasons that | won't go into, | decidedketve. | didn't think that that was just going to
be what | wanted to do.

So | moved to Washington. At the time, | had, nsyes Ida was there, | lived with her for a
while. And my father sent me a few bucks everykiedive on. And my brother Bill was
there. So my sister Ida, her husband Sam, andratlgdy Bill and his wife Betty were already in
Washington. And | think my sister Rose was alsvdhthey got her to come to Washington.
Everybody ultimately left Lewiston; | was the ordye left here. And so | went down there and
then my brother Bill . .. So | got a job, a temgny job with the VA. | had such a challenging
job; it was alphabetizing certain cards. Reallgl@nging, you know, | really saw how
governmental waste was just rampant. And | thougge, | think I'm a little over-qualified for
that. It was all just, “mind your business andwdwat you're doing.” | did that for a few months.



And at least | got, got some money to live on, Hilave to bother my father any more.

And then my brother suggested to me, he, you kihnewyas very influential, he really was like a

Although he was away a lot of my young gdagcause he was away at law school and then
away working in Washington, | always had a verysel¢eeling to him. And he influenced me to
go in the V-12. And he says, “Why don’t you,” hemt to Georgetown, he says, “Why don’t
you see if you can't get in to Georgetown?” Mydga were not sensational at Bates because |
was too busy playing nights in the band, not staghgnough, and | just wasn’t that intellectually
interested in those days. But | got by, and Itgoiugh and got a degree. But he said, “l don’t
know if you can do it or not, but see if you canige“ He says, “You know, try law school, you
know, you don’t know, you may like it.” And fortately as at Bates, | had the G.I. Bill of
Rights which permitted me to have my tuition conbglle paid for, and Georgetown accepted
me.

And | started law school and from the very firgtsd in criminal law, | just knew that I, you
know, that | was going to like the law. Edward Beti Williams was a person that you may
know as a nationally known lawyer, his law firmhirtk . . . Dick Kemper just represented the
president . .. and he had some very high profikes where he was involved. And he was a
tremendous teacher. He taught evidence and yrealtned evidence from him; | would
basically say that. So | really got, at this garar point, | guess | started to bloom because |
was getting fantastic grades and | loved it anddisd very hard afternoons and the evenings. |
went for the full-time course which was a three-dayrse, and | applied to become a member of
the moot court team. There were two choices, yuldctry to become a member of the staff of
Law Reviewwhich took only the exceptional students, omio the moot court team. | decided

| wanted to do that. So | was accepted on the moatt team, and although | wasn’t on the first
team, | was on the back-up team. But we all wotkg@ther in preparation for the various moot
court competitions. And Georgetown won that patc my senior year.

It was while | was in law school in 1951 that | mef wife. She was, she lived in Washington,
she was working for the State Department at that.ti She’d gone to University of Maryland.
And after, like | said, it was 1951 that we metd &imen in that summer ... Oh, | forgot to
mention that Georgetown had a lot of outstandingestts in my clasgum lauderom Case
Western Reserve, or, what's that . . . | mean taaye from all over, all of the good colleges.
Not Case Western Reserve, but, a school in Neveyi@sinceton?]. Oh, | can’t remember it.
But anyway, they were from all over and they weraly outstanding students, and | placed
twelfth in a class of over three hundred studefs.it was quite a lot different from my
experience at Bates because | applied myself.slimtarested and | guess | sort of thought that |
had found my niche in life.

In 1951 | decided to come back to Maine. And, thiatthe summer, | didn’t want to stay in
Washington and go to summer school. And | met a byathe name of John Platz who had a
law office here, and | asked him if | could, if heeded a summer law clerk. And he said he did,
he was a lone practitioner at the time. And s@htn with him for the summer with the

intention of maybe coming into his office when &duated. And so he started to teach me a few
things. It was at that time, you know, | mentiorledt I'd met my wife, and she decided she was
going to come up and visit me in Maine, so she @te got appendicitis while she was here and
had her appendix removed. And then | decidediitigio back to Washington with her and not
finish out the internship. So | did, and we gotrneal.



And | took a, it was that summer, | took a coursevidence from Edward Bennett Williams.
The temperature was fierce but, got used to it,iwds just a wonderful summer. And then |
had an easy third year because | got that evidesgqzerement out of the way. | think | may
have taken another course as well as evidencey't ’lanember that too well. And after we,
after | graduated from Georgetown, we came badkame. | studied for the bar exam, and
passed it with two other local lawyers, and themtst practicing law with Mr. Platz.

MB: Did your wife, did she share your interest ifitprs and law and some of your social
concerns?

LS. Well, she said to me that she always knew shegeay to marry a civil liberties lawyer.
And | guess | had an interest in civil libertieckan law school, because | hatyrbing pagey
something down here that | had put inltm{ pause with ruffling pagesOh yes, this is what |
wanted to say. When | was in law school, a cour$gonstitutional law helped me realize that,
this was something I'd always deeply felt, thabalancing the rights of the individual against
the interests of the federal government, | alwajfstihat the scale should tip in favor of the
individual. And when | returned home from law sohd was attracted to the goals of the
American Civil Liberties Union. And | enlisted #® only cooperating attorney in the state, and
held that position for about sixteen years. In tapacity, | monitored matters involving civil
liberties in the state of Maine for the ACLU, andsatheir contact person when anyone got in
touch with them from Maine about a problem thasaro

And so, | didn’t get many calls from the ACLU, buhat I, | remember one of the calls, as a
matter of fact, was to check on my membership antbtsolicit me to make a contribution.

And, but from time to time, | would write letters the editor when people were critical of
Vietnam protestors who were doing it in a peacef@y, explaining how this was in the highest
tradition of the First Amendment and so forth. Amdould also go around to various service
clubs: Rotary, Exchange Clubs, and all around thie gjiving talks, defending the Warren Court
for their decisions upholding civil liberties priptes, like the Miranda case and Fourth
Amendment cases, Escobé@md some of those. And in this state, you knolot af people are
quite conservative. They thought the Warren Caat a little bit too liberal. So | played that
role.

And | also served on the board of the NAACP, helfgefbrm the central Maine branch of that
organization, and acted as their legal counsel then if anything came up concerning
violations of civil rights, it was a close allianad course, between civil liberties and civil righ

| don’t know where the line, where the demarcaigmexcept | guess civil rights dealt mostly
with equal protection of the laws and civil libedigot into First Amendment, and just about
everything else under the Constitution. So thadw | got interested in those two organizations.

My wife was also, she was just basically a visclipalral. And she was, she always had kind of,
| don’'t know where she got it from, she was, | ddhink she had very much parental guidance.
She just grew by herself and she was always a readieshe was always intellectually curious,

2 Escobedo, Daniel. Escabedo v. lllinois. A 1964 Smer€ourt ruling that expanded its protection to include
preindictment confessions, holding that the right to ceurataches when a police investigation becomes
accusatory.



as she still is. And so she was always very isterkin the kinds of things that made for,
involving social justice and Rooseveltian princgpdnd so forth. So she has, she had all of the
things that | felt about these particular areas.

MB: Was she very involved in the Civil Liberties 0nj like you were?

LS. No. Of course she would attend, you know, whettéinds of things | had, and she goes
with me every year. They established, when | dfothe court, they established an award called
the Justice Louis Scolnik award that goes to agpeselected in the Maine community who has
made a significant contribution in the area ofldiierties. So, they have that every year and we
go to that. That's a good fundraiser for them, aedyo every year and we plan to go in April as
a matter of fact. But this year there’s going ¢ossbmething different, I'm going to play the sax
for dance music before the dinner.

MB: Did you always stay very involved with your muii

LS: I, well, in recent years | haven’t done very mugth it. But at parties, I'll bring it along

and we’ll play things. | remember Jean Sampsomdvhad a Christmas party at her house and
I'd always bring it, bring my sax. And we’d plapdplay carols and other jazz stuff as well,
and everybody would have a good time dancing amgirsj and playing.

MB: When, did you become . .. Did you become imedlin the NAACP and these
organizations before you began practice with MatRlor . . . ?

LS. Atthe same time, as a matter of fact. Becaeseds quite conservative, and a strong
Republican and we didn’t see eye to eye about anyttolitically. And | don’t know whether
that was a reason why | decided after five yeagotbranch out on my own or not. But he was
very involved in Republican politics and used td kie about my involvement in the
Democratic party and civil liberties. But, you kmadhe, he didn'’t try to influence me away from
that in any way.

MB: What was practice like with him? You were alldiberties lawyer?

LS. Well, he didn't, he didn’t in any way interferativany activity. Of course there wasn't that
much to do. | think there was a case once whdanl remember when it happened. There
were three black servicemen from Bucks Harbor wkoeveharged with criminal trespass
because they were trying to go to a dance at & gl school, and they were kept out. And so
they made a big ruckus. They were charge withudissad battery and a few other things. And
so we went up there, myself and Elizabeth Jonifise NAACP authorized me to represent
them, which | did pro bono, and I think Jean Sampsame up, too. We were up near, it was
near Calais, Maine, | think that this all, that wdpn’t know what we were doing, | guess it was
in Calais where the court was. So we defended theroessfully, and he didn’t object to my
doing that. | think that was while | was with hibecause | was with him from 1952 to 1957. It
may have been afterwards, but I'm not sure. Buwvbeld not have objected.

What I did with him is, he basically did a lot aénsonal injury work, divorce work and criminal
work. He was a trial lawyer. He taught me hoveoca good trial lawyer. He taught me how to
investigate a case, the importance of an investigdtefore trial, to go out and see the witnesses,



get signed statements from them, and to have shat@ack-up when the case went to trial. If
somebody tried to say something different in cogot always had that signed statement which
might impeach their credibility. That was, therasmo substitute for adequate preparation.
Perry Mason things didn’t happen. It happened beegou prepared yourself in advance and
had the evidence to do it. And so that, he taoghthat very well. And he let me go into court
by myself, so that | could learn. | did sit witimhon some bigger cases to help along and do
some of the other things that needed to be dondelet me go in and try.

In those days you could go before a jury on a gassving a fender bender where the damages
were a hundred and fifteen dollars. My first case a case involving such a claim. We
claimed a hundred and fifteen dollars. It happeatatie intersection of Union Street and Oak
Street as a matter of fact. And | tried that dadeont of the jury. The judge was Granville
Gray from Aroostook County, | still remember hirAnd | then realized that | could be very
persuasive with a jury, because the claim was furadred and fifteen dollars, it was my first
case. And | was up against one of the best defamsgers in town, in the state, Frank Linnell,
Jack Linnell's father, who was a wonderful guy anlemendous, had a wonderful way with a
jury. And the jury came in with a verdict in o@avbr for a hundred and seventy-five dollars,
sixty dollars more than we asked for. So Jack,s&ysll” he says, “I'm either going to order a
new trial, unless you agree to remit sixty dollafshat verdict.” | says, “We’ll remit.” And he
said to me, the judge did, he says, “Why didn’t y@luthe jury it was your first case?” Usually,
you know, that's what every lawyer does becausg gie¢ sympathy from the jury. They want to
see this young first timer win his case. | say¥ell, | would have, but | didn’t want my client to
know.” So that's one of the humorous anecdotets|tban recall.

MB: How did you get involved with Lewiston Corpora&euncil and what was your role?

LS: All right, before | get on to that, this was atample of what John Platz did for me. He let
me go in and try cases; he had me write brieffidi’t know, | nev-, didn’t know I could do it.
The only writing | ever did was in the law schogbhens, where you did some writing. But this
was a brief, an appellate brief that | sat downealized that | could handle that very adequately,
and he used the briefs that | wrote in his, in apgpthat he had taken. And he taught me how to
scrap. He was a real fighter, and he, and thdtat\weople wanted. And he taught me how to
negotiate with insurance companies. Insurance aomep who were defending against personal
injury claims would never give the top dollar ttaavyer that they knew would not go to court.
He taught me that if they knew you were going tdagyoourt if you didn’t get what you thought
the case was worth, they would give you closertatvwhe amount called for. So those are the
things that he taught me for which | was very dtdidut | was always very happy that |
decided to leave and go on my own.

And one of the things that happened when | wenhgrown in 1957 . . . [I] just had a little

office down at 145 Lisbon Street, no secretary ghda used typewriter, and | can still
remember the very first case that | typed. That finatter | typed up on that thing was an
eviction notice, and I, for a client who had a w@&that damaged the place unbelievable and
wasn’t paying the rent. So | didn’t feel bad brirggthat action, and | got paid thirty-five

dollars, and all of that thirty-five dollars wasmai Because it was my office and my typewriter
and my work that went into that. It was a goodifige And from then on, | was lucky in that
very first year to have been retained on a sepeusonal injury case. Went out and investigated
it as | was taught to do, and was completely rdadyrial. And the insurance company settled



with me for a huge amount, and | got a very goednf@ndling that case for my client. They
were happy, | was happy, and it gave me a litl@ba financial backing to continue on.

And | guess that’s probably what characterized nagfice, why | was able to do a lot of cases
for poor people and deal with other cases for Qilkrties and the NAACP without any charge,
because | was able to make a good living on thetfes | earned in personal injury cases.
Although I also did the same kinds of things thatrddid, as a matter of fact; a lot of criminal
cases and a lot of divorce cases. And that stamdhrgood stead when | became a judge
because I'd been “in the pit”, as they say. | justw what was going on and had a pretty good
feeling for what it was like to go through a custdigiht or a divorce where emotions govern and
not business judgment. And knowing the time tochashe a divorce case, which was when a
party was emotionally ready for it, and not wheat, any other time.

Well, so | was, in 1957 an opening occurred indfiee of the district attorney. And | thought,
“Boy.” | was with the Democrats, I've always begemocrat. [I] went to all the conventions,
and took part in all the activities, issues comeaitt, and prepared the issues for development by
a platform committee. All of this of course waglie resurgence of the Democratic party under
Ed Muskie. This is all in the early fifties. Amarticipating in that way . ... And so | felath
well, maybe | might ask the party if they wouldaitdorse me for this position. And | knew
Gaston Dumais, who was a wonderful friend, a felfousician, one of the best tenor sax players
| ever met. And he and | had played together mdsaall the time. And | was going to, | was
asking him, | says, “Why don’t you appoint me assisD.A.? | can get a lot more trial
experience that way, and | think | can do a gotd’j&So he gave me serious consideration.

Philip Isaacson at that time had been the cityaéyp He was an excellent lawyer and very
successful. Also a very good art critic; for twefive years has written the art column for the
Portland Sunday TelegranAnd he and | were good friends and still aree Hdd not, had
wanted to get more trial experience as of that im@s career. And he said to me, he said, “If |
could give you assistance in becoming the cityra#étp, because | know the present mayor very
well, I'm serving under him, if I got him to appaiyou to fill out my term and appoint you next
year when the job comes up again, would you bengilio stand aside on this other thing?” |
said, “Sure.” We did it that way, and he turneditoube a great assistant attorney, assistant
county attorney, it was county attorney then, nsirdt attorney.

And | remember that | took on that position withraat deal of trepidation because | didn’t
really feel I knew much about municipal law, thasssomething that | hadn’t had any real
experience with. So his father, Harris Isaacsdmg was a wise gentleman who had been sort of
an assistant municipal court judge for many, maesry, he said to me, I'll never forget it, he
says, “What man did, man can do.” And, in otherdgpyou know, you can do it just like
anyone else could. And they were very helpful toas | was facing, you know, | wouldn’t
hesitate to go over and seek some advice on sothe cfsues that came up when | was city
attorney.

But George Rancourt was the mayor at that time h&tkethe sole responsibility for appointing
the city attorney. And Philip asked George to apjpme to fill out his term. He did. And
when he was reelected, | was reappointed. Anddftenthat | got involved in mayoral politics,
and you had to go out and see that the mayor thabscked got elected, because he’s the
person who had the power of appointment of theatiiyrney. So after, after Rancourt was Bill



Jacques, and Bill appointed me for every term lileatvas in. | served a total of about five years
as city attorney.

MB: At that time, did you continue your private pgree?

LS. And I, it was a part-time job, and | continued private practice. The job paid three
thousand dollars a year for a so-called part-tiofie yvhich turned out almost, to be almost a full-
time job because there were so many things tha¢ egnthat | had to deal with as city attorney.

| used to have to attend every single city coumakting. The Lewiston city government at that
time, maybe still but in a modified way, was a cassion form of government, totally
decentralized because of prior bad corruption @allpolitics. And so the charter that they
ultimately adopted was a charter that decentraliiegower, putting most of the authority in the
finance department, although the education depaittiveed some authority. But the mayor had
very little authority. But the one authority heldiave was the appointive power. And they tried
to limit his loading the boards by only giving harsingle year term, so that he could only put on
... And then after two years he couldn’t sergaia. So he could not, never load a board,
which consisted at least of five members, with goniig. Although subsequently that was sort
of scuttled by the way they, | think they extendeel term of the mayor so that now mayors can
really load the board with his people with the sash#gosophy that he might have.

So during that period, | got a lot of publicity @ty attorney because the local papers loved
going to city council meetings, because there abxays fights and they always needed rulings
from the corporation council, even on parliamenfangcedure. They required me to be there
every time, and | couldn’t say no to that. Soméhefmeetings lasted until one, two o’clock in
the morning. The, most of the matters involvectil® of jurisdiction between one board and
another. Did the education board have this authas opposed to the finance board, etc? Did
the finance board have the power over the poligadment in one respect or another? And so
these boards would be fighting with each othertheg’d take the matter to court. I'd have to
defend the board whom I sided with when | gave pinion. But the local paper was full of
headlines about, “ Scolnik rules this way”, aswidre a judge then, and | wasn’'t. But what |
said was supposed to resolve a particular probtemived. So | got a tremendous amount of
publicity that way. And lawyers in those days wer@ermitted by the canons of ethics to
advertise, but this was a hundred percent legigraat people got to know me. And |, | think |
got quite a few clients as a result of that positio

MB: Do you remember any tough issues while you warthe corporate council, between
these boards or some other issue that put younflictowith other people in the city
government?

LS. Oh, yes, | mean, when | would say that the paliegartment had jurisdiction over a
particular issue, the finance board were very up#tbt me, because they were just used to
having all the authority. But on one occasionhwéspect to a certain police officer’s pension, |
ruled in favor . .. The finance board said heniaentitled to it, and | said, “It's up the padic
commission to decide that.” And so | ruled agathstfinance board. And they took it to court
and we won. Fortunately, every time we went torcon an issue that | ruled on, the court
decision came out the way | had ruled. So, anather thing | think that happened that was
unus-, | think that, | think that | achieved a e@rtamount of respect from the city councilors and
everybody else in city government. That, thereensecouple of occasions where, even though |



was appointed by the mayor, | ruled against theanay\nd when they saw that happen, they
knew that | just called them the way | saw them aad totally impartial and just ruled on what |
conscientiously thought the law was. And | thihttenhanced my prestige with the city
government.

MB: Who were some of the people who had signifiagafiuence on your law practice and your
community involvement?

LS: | think that Shep Lee, excuse me, I've got kihd oaw throat.
MB: You had mentioned . ..

(ASIDE) LS: You want one of these?
MB: No, thank you.
LS. They're just menthol.

LS: Shep Lee was one person. Who else? John$tediriing had influenced me a great deal
in how to handle a case. | guess | always hadyastact sense of ethics and so | can't, | don’t
know where, | guess | just came from, my motheragbkwold me, “Do the right thing,” so. Let’s
see, who else? | guess | was influenced by the ddrtrial lawyer that Ben Berman had been. |
found out that, even though | thought as a chidd tmever could do that, | found that I could do
that. And | enjoyed not only trial practice, bugrjoyed arguing cases on appeal which | did on
several occasions. And, you were talking abdiluémce again. Let me just see if | can look
back and see if there’s anybody else I, that imibeel me. Refers to paperk.

Well, | really can’t think of anybody else that aally influenced me except ... You know, the
people that got me involved in civil liberties eatly who were interested in civil liberties and
civil rights are Jean Sampson; Elizabeth Jonitts) ¥ a wonderful woman in this community.
She’s still working at the multi purpose centerpiad) people, immigrants, new immigrants in
this country learn English. And she recruited nifevas a matter of fact to teach English as a
second language which she’s doing with Asians. W&/&ecome very friendly with a lot of these
Asians and helped them not only with their educatiut also other problems that they have in
connection with their everyday living. Qualifyifigr certain benefits and so forth, and any
problems they may have with the landlord and stihfdhat kind of thing. And of course Jean
Sampson was a person, when she called out andysaiétnow, “We’ve got to have a good
attendance at the NAACP picnic next week.” You glidn’t say, “No” to Jean. As | once said
about her when she was given the, a posthumousldwahe end of, the Roger Baldwin award,
| made the presentation and one of the things erebered about her was that, you know, that
your conscience could not sleep while she was aro@ie gave you a call, you couldn’t say
“No” to whatever she was doing. She was alwaysragn that was just trying to make the
world a better place. She affected so many pdmgdause she was always doing the kinds of
things that were calculated to improve things fineos. And Elizabeth Jonitis does that on a
continuing basis.

End of Side Two, Tape One
Side One, Tape Two

MB: You were talking a little bit about the peopleashad influenced you. You mentioned



Jean Sampson, and talked a little bit about her yan were talking about Elizabeth Jonitis?

LS. Yes, Elizabeth Jonitis is . . . her husband Reter Jonitis. He was on the Bates faculty.
And they’re both . .. he’s no longer teachin@ates of course. But she, her Quaker
background | guess is what influences her quité. a3he’s always out trying to help people.
She was helping Blacks; helped us form the NAA®Rd now she’s, she got involved helping
prisoners in the county jail get their GED. Thatist, well, that just gives you, and all of what
she does is not for compensation at all. Thasste kind of person she is. And so she’'d
always say, something would come up and she’d“¥dguld you like to come along and do
this?”

And, | think Jean Samp-, Jean was the one thatlasksif I'd like to go to Boston to hearings
that Father Drinan, who was then chairman of theddahusetts advisory committee to the Civil
Rights Commission, was holding concerning equalitthe . . . Whether or not segregation,
segregated school system, | guess it was, it hdd tith the busing system in Boston. And
they were holding hearings to determine whetherobbusing was a good idea. And of course
the committee had a, seemed to have a bias in &dvmrsing so that they’d get integrated
education. Ultimately that came about and | thhkt one of the things that the, that is
responsible, one of the reasons it did come alsdut¢ause of the work done by that particular
group in Boston under Father Drinan.

So we went down, Jean, myself, and a fellow byntr@e of George Orestis, who was a, just an
all-around person who knows right from wrong, wiadidves in helping the poor, just has a
visceral feeling for that kind of thing. He wasdrested, too. So he, the three of us went down
to attend that particular hearing. But that wésng trek to go, it was that kind of thing that we
became involved with. And Elizabeth was the sarag,8he would see something that needed
attention and so she’d get me to come along amglihedome way. So, she was . . .

As far a politics was concerned, the person whiaémiced me the most in that regard was Shep
Lee. Shep was very much involved in politics. whes always early in supporting people before
it became clear that that was the person that wag do be the best person. He supported Frank
Coffin very early in his gubernatorial attempthiis attempt to become the governor of Maine.
He supported Ed Muskie very early. And he wasyesy much involved; he was an excellent
fund raiser. And he said to me very early whenmst tarted practicing law, | mean, he said,
“Lou, you ought to get involved in politics,” heysa “because it's the right thing to do.” And so
at first he’d drag me to conventions, because tbosgentions could be pretty tedious
sometimes. But the fun was when they discusse@ sdrthe platform issues, and then, so | got
more and more involved. He and Jean Sampson ve¢ndrbvolved. | remember meeting after
meeting that Jean and | would attend, saying, “Wiheat the grass roots issues.?” | mean, this
is one of the reasons | think the Democratic Plagtyame resurgent under Ed Muskie’s
guidance, and as a result of his charisma, entbassand articulateness in expressing those
principles.

And so he started, that's what started to attraotigpeople, like Sidney Wernitkvho was a
brilliant lawyer in Portland who later became judgehe district court and then went on to the

% Sidney Wernick, 8% Justice of the Maine Supreme Judicial Court. Began servjiterSier 30, 1970 and retired
August 24, 1981. Died September 22, 1995.



Superior Court, and then on to the state SuprentetCénd he was one of the persons in
Maine’s judicial history that will stand out because was brilliant, wonderful temperament, and
just a very unusual individual in the Democratictpa His speeches at those conventions were
beautiful to listen to, just so brilliant.

Okay, so, so he got me involved in these thingsd then something would come up, and | was
involved already in municipal politics, so | knevhat's involved in going out. And in elections
you'd go out, take ab-, in those days you hadke &bsentee ballots to the disabled or people in
nursing homes. And you’d get them to sign an apgibn, take it back to the city clerk, get the
ballot, go back, have them sign the ballot and Matee the ballot back to the city clerk. A lot of
tedious leg work, but it had to be done. And #mson that people like myself or other lawyers
had to do it is because you had to have a notasjgoul was, and every lawyer is a notary
public, and some were also justices of the peawkiteey could acknowledge signatures and do
things like that. So, you just got bombed on thelsetions.

And then of course when statewide elections camegalyou did the same thing there. You
helped drive people to the polls, you helped madtephone calls to people who hadn’t yet
voted. All of that kind of thing aside from thetaal more intellectual sort of thing that we did.
Like working on the issues conference, particigatin debates, attending county caucuses,
picking delegates to state conventions and to nakiconventions, all of that sort of thing was all
important work that had to be done. And | woulg Hae one person who’s responsible for,
because it was fun with him . . . Shep was a eethusiastic person, and he was on every major
fund-raising board that they established. So,sometimes we’d get together with other people
on that committee to decide what had to be dotledrway of fund-raising: Who should they go
see? How can they get larger contributions? Hamvthey get grass roots contributions? All of
these things were important.

And one of the things that | enjoyed most in alltlwdit experience was when the Vietnam War
was going on and | was, as you might expect, aopenho was sympathetic to the protesters.
And Eugene McCarthy at that time, we’ll probablyt pack to that a little later on, was the
candidate who surprised everybody in New Hampstkina, got Lyndon Johnson as a matter of
fact to decide not to run for reelection. So, veedme support-, my wife and myself and some
others, became McCarthy supporters. At the staeention, | was able to become selected as
an alternate to the Chicago ‘68 convention, anrradtie for Eugene McCarthy. And that was,
that was really an experience I'll never forgetll tbuch on that a little later on, if you don’t
mind, because it involves, some of that involvesMigskie, as you might . . . So when we talk
about him, I'm going to talk about that in partiaul

So, | guess | was pretty much involved, and | reimem$hep did say, you know, he says, “Some
day you might want to become a judge.” And, yoownstrangely, when he said that to me at
that time, it had never really occured to me. bwhadoing it for that purpose. | was enjoying
the practice of law and | never thought of mysalfaajudge. | mean it just never, it seemed
unheard of to me. But as a matter of practicdl fag having become involved in politics, that's
how you do become a judge. There are the, in tHage there were very few people where the
job goes out and seeks the person. They still pigkrson in the party, the party that's in.

MB: You had mentioned that you had known Shep Legoor parents had known Shep Lee’s
parents. Had you two grown up as friends?



LS. He’s a, he likes to say that | was twice his dggause when he was three, | was six. So
he’s about three or, no, I think when he was fbwas eight, so he’s four years younger than I.

But | was, his brother was my contemporary, Halblee], who met an untimely death as a

result of leukemia. And Harold had a, up to thmeetiof his death, had really been extremely
successful in the discovery of, use of psychotropédicine. He was a psychiatrist at Medfield

Hospital in Medfield, Massachusetts, a mental ha&pi

But Harold and I grew up together with Howie Dionndal played the clarinet and we would
play duets together. As a matter of fact, our héghool graduation, we played in a clarinet
quartet. I'll never forget that, because we practiand practiced and practiced and somehow or
other, I'm not sure who it was, it may even haverbmyself, somebody took the first ending in
the clarinet quartet, at the high school graduatsomd everything fell apart. So that was just a
fiasco, that clarinet, it did not work out. But fdld, Harold and Shep lived across the street
from me on Bradley Street during our high schoahrge And Sheppie and | played tennis
together later on. And, | think | got very closehim after | got back to Maine and started
practicing law, that's when we became close. Aadhad a lot of influence upon me at that time.

MB: What was the Maine political scene like in tiears before you became a judge?

LS. All right, now you're talking about the, | becaragudge in 1974, so you're talking about
the fifties to the sixties. Well, you know the tstaup until Ed Muskie came along, the
Republican party had a first mortgage on the etatto You know, you didn’t elect Republican
[sic Democratic] governors in those days. | think Edskie was the first Democratic governor
to be elected in, was it 19547 | think it wasgcsiouis J. Brann some twenty years ago. And |
think he was responsible in the way he went abongs, and the people that he attracted, the
good, capable people that he attracted to his madth They helped to generate issues that
resonated with the electorate. And he was a ahatis individual who got more people to
become involved and give of their time. And itisf not one little thing. So | think that the
party grew to a point where ultimately the Demacr&tarty became the majority party in the
state, which it is now.

So, | would just, in answer to your question | wbshy that there was quite a lot of excitement
because | guess people like heroes, and he wakngou? He reminded people of Abe Lincoln,
you know? That tall, craggy faced, and this wohdemanner of speaking and his humble
beginnings, and his empathy with the poor and tkadvantaged. He was a, I'm not sure that
fiscally he was as liberal as a lot of Democrads a matter of fact, that probably stood him in
good stead when he was in the Senate because h& wiaee-jerk liberal who would just say,
“We’ve got to get way over as far left as George@duern.” And he was sort of, | think, left of
center, maybe. That's just my opinion. | havehimgg to substantiate, just a feeling | have. But
in terms of the social issues | think, he was, koew that his feelings were in the right place on
those issues.

MB: How were you involved with Ed Muskie?
LS. I really wasn’t that much involved. | think Io@ to it derivatively because | was friendly

with Sheppie and any time Sheppie would have Muskér to his house or we’'d go down to . . .
| think we went down the coast one time when Muslkime up to Maine, during that campaign.



| went with him to that of course. | think, | thifed Muskie was there at the time, I'm not sure.
And so | just sort of, kind of a, had peripherahtaxt like at these small social groups, where he
would be together with other people. And I'd engtching him engage in discussions with
individuals of that nature. And engaging them idedbate sometimes over what some of, why
his position was what it was. So, and, but in ®&of) | had, just had a good feeling about him.
And, you know, he would always look you in the ey say, “Hello” when you were at the
convention or something like that. He was, you gew, he had some of what | think, that
looking-you-in-the-eye business that [William “B]IClinton seems to have, only with him it's a
different thing.

MB: Do you remember any of these events or circumst in which you saw him that
illustrate his character and his abilities?

LS. Well, there were two things I, that stick outrimty mind in that regard. First of all, |
mentioned the discussions he’d get involved witknmall social groups, when he was a guest at
Shep’s house or somebody else’s house in connegitbra fund-raising affair or something of
that nature. But | remember when John Kennedyds0Iran against Richard Nixon. We were
in the throes of that campaign in quite the samg thvat | mentioned before, trying to get people
to support the Democratic ticket. | think in that®ys we had what they called the “big box” at
the top of the ballot. What a lot of states $tdlve. And if the top of the ticket was populagyth
would pull a lot of people in all along the tickétey didn’t vote for the individual. As a matter
of fact, | guess that’s what happened in 1964 wheldwater was trounced by L. B. J. That was
probably one of the first times that they got a Dematic majority in the Maine House of
Representatives, and | think in the Senate, tond 0, that was very important, who was at the
top of the ticket. Well when Muskie was at the @dpghe ticket, he'd pull everybody else in with
him. Except I'm not sure if he was in that 196dotion. | don’t think he was, | think he wasn’t
up for election in that year. | think he camenni6, the front runner in, uh . .. ..

MB: For which position?
LS. For governor. He was from ‘52 . ..
MB: Fifty-four was his first year as governor.

LS. Oh, ‘54 to ‘58, so he wasn’t up, he wasn't ud960. But he, in 1960, that very same thing
is what hurt Frank Coffin because a lot of peopl&iaine didn’t vote for Kennedy, and that hurt
Frank because they wouldn’t vote the top of thketidor Kennedy. Frank Coffin lost against
John Reed, which was terrible because Frank woaNe Imade a fantastic governor of the state
of Maine.

MB: How did you know Frank?

LS. Oh, Frank was a Lewiston lawyer that grew up liea¢ we knew about. And as a matter of
fact, | think when Shep initially supported Fran&ffilh because he knew he was an outstanding
individual and destined for great things, and hapabilities that would inure to the benefit of
the state of Maine, he got involved with him. Athen I, | got involved in Frank’s campaign for
governor. Jean was on that same committee witarmdeShep.



And as a matter of fact, | wrote a couple of dspeeches for Frank in connection with that. One
that | can recall was one calling for a reform e municipal court. We then had a municipal
court in which judges were permitted to practios.laAnd it was a part-time job. That was a
very bad situation, as you can understand. Somsopemight have a matter before you as a
municipal court judge, some lawyer, and then the day, that same lawyer’s representing an
insurance company that you want to make a settlemigm So your impartiality is bound to be
affected. So | wrote a speech entitled, “Justiag-Pime,” to show that this kind of situation
was terrible, and what you needed was a distriattoohich was a full time judge, that would
remove the judge from politics. He gave that speeith some wonderful changes to it. | didn'’t
quite recognize what I'd written by the time heidlmed with it. He was a marvelous speech
writer himself. And he gave that speech and alghobe lost the election, the very next four
years, the very next term, they established aiclistourt.

MB: What influence did Ed Muskie have on Maine?

LS. Can | come back to the other thing about MusKiefant to get back to the John Kennedy
election in 1960. Kennedy was due in Maine on @pagn tour. And as is usual in those
campaigns, the plane was late. He had stoppedvdoene, running way behind schedule. He
was supposed to be there at eight o’clock. Thenkdy Park down here, in downtown Lewiston
right near the City Hall, must have been populdigdabout three or four thousand people. |
mean, that's a lot of people for Lewiston. Theyeavihere, you know, yelling and frolicking and
having a good time. But it was a cold night; hlaemember what time of the year it was, but |
remember being very cold. People were there layt were getting very tired of waiting around.
Here it is eight o’clock, nine o’clock, he stilldii't show up. Ten o’clock, still not there. Who
was up on that bandstand all the time? Differeapte like Bill Hathaway, Ed Muskie; talking,
entertaining the people, telling stories, doing thnd that. For four hours Muskie was up there
doing that. You know, having a great time withttb@wd. They loved him, you know, as only
he could do. He kept that going until midnight ameld that crowd there until finally John
Kennedy came at about midnight, to give a speé&timever forget that.

The other thing | remember about was, actuallyydtev this out because | wanted to tell it in
detail. And | want to look at my notes on thaydiu don’t mind. | mentioned to you that | was
an alternate delegate to the Chicago Conventioth,yan know from history what a fiasco that
convention was. Gene McCarthy was there, hundoédisousands of college kids were there;
Vietnam War protestors, to support Eugene McCartbicago police, under Mayor Daly, acted
abominably. Well, you can imagine what it mustddeen like when they finally determined
that Ed Muskie was going to be the vice-presidétadidate on the Humphrey ticket. Well,
that wasn't clear from the beginning, but that'satvievolved at the convention itself. Well,
when it was learned that he was going to be, itgeasg to be the Humphrey-Muskie ticket, you
can imagine how the delegation from Maine felt. effwanted, of course, to try a unanimous
delegation for the Humphrey-Muskie ticket. And ywauld have expected that they would be
putting pressure on the McCarthy delegates todrynéke it unanimous in support. But they
didn’t do that.

And | always felt that it was to Ed Muskie’s greakdit that no pressure was put on the
McCarthy delegates to support him. No attempt evet by either Ed Muskie or George
Mitchell, who was the chairman of the delegatiangd that. Moreover, | was hugely impressed
by the fact, by the fairness involved, by Georgéckkll as chairman. And I'm sure Muskie had



an influence upon this, that when we held caucukese was always an opportunity for, without
being shouted down in any way, to let the McCadkiegates speak and say why they thought
Eugene McCarthy should be the presidential canelidand, not only did they give them an
opportunity to speak, but they also gave them theodunity to argue strongly in favor of a
compromise plank that they wanted inserted in tee8cratic party platform, which would have
conciliated the position of the protestors, thetiWan opponents, and the Humphrey-Muskie
position. That was totally fair. And we shouldréally have, not been surprised. Because at
that state convention when George Mitchell was roma@n of the convention, and they were
arguing the same issues, they gave, you know,wleeg completely fair in the way, and George,

| mean, in particular, totally fair in the way hiboaed the McCarthy delegation to present its
case at the convention. | just thought that iat Was quite unusual to me.

And so I've always felt, however, as an aside, fasident Johnson must have been exerting
some pressure on Hubert Humphrey not to in any wayer on what the Johnson policy was
about the Vietnam War. | know that Humphrey andske, although they supported the
president’s policy because they had to, | thinkytheuld have wished, you know, that they
could have taken a slightly different position. dHaey been able to do that at that convention
and had some sort of conciliation on that poirdph’t think the results of the election would
have been as they were. | think that Humphrey-Muslould have won.

| think at that time, though, frankly speakinghink that Ed Muskie, although, although he later
| think changed his view on it, | think he thoughe Johnson policy was correct. At least he
wasn't ready, | think he would have been ready tkena compromise with the delegation in
Chicago. | think Johnson was putting pressureha they not do that. So, that’s kind of too
bad. That's a “what-if” kind of a situation.

The other thing that you might be interested ith&t, as you know, Ed was an excellent debater.
And he studied hard under Professor Brooks Quintbgates College, and he always loved a
good debate. In 1966, we had a gathering in ousé think it was a fund-raising gathering or
at least a gathering to get support for, | thinkvéts EImer Violette who was running for high
political office at the time. | think he was rungi for the Senate against, | thought it was
Margaret Chase Smith. | may be wrong. But | thinkas a gathering for Elmer Violette, and it
was right smack in the middle of the Vietham Wamnd at that time Ed Muskie was solidly in
favor of the war. He changed his view, | thinketaon. And he got into a discussion with a
gentleman from the Bates faculty by the name ohAlameron, and there were a lot of other
people at that gathering who were against the wafietnam. And he got enthusiastic as was
his inclination, and sometimes it reached almoshéopoint of a shouting match. And | think Ed
quickly realized that things were getting a littlié out of hand and he started, he moderated his
tone in that and felt badly about it. Becauserdfiat gathering we received a very nice, warm,
personal letter thanking us for inviting him to theuse and for the event that we had sponsored
and apologizing for his over-enthusiasm as one tagl it. To me, that showed the measure of
the man, that he realized it. Others have spokenteahis getting very enthusiastic in the debate
that he is engaged in. And he had asked in tkiat ¢ we would furnish him with the names of
the other persons who were present so that he seuld them a letter. So that was, that’s kind
of an interesting story that | don’t think many peEoknow about that might be an interesting
thing for the Archives to have.

MB: As a judge, what contributions do you feel helento the justice system in Maine?



LS. 1think that, | think that he was involved . Well, first of all | think he made good judicial
appointments; that's a big contribution.

MB: Who did he appoint?

LS. He appointed Sidney, | think he appointed SidWérnick. I'm not sure, but | think Ed
appointed him. | don’t think | could single out avis appointments were. You might, you
could check down his, the history of that. Buinh@de some very good appointments. | think Al
Lessard was a good judge; he put him on the Sup€oart. Ultimately | think Al became a
U.S. District Court judge. He put Frank Coffin e First Circuit Court of Appeals. You can't,
that was the best contribution anybody could makeause Frank went on to do great things for
the judicial system. | can't specifically think ahyone else, but | just have a feeling that his
appointments were good, to the court.

The other thing that he did | think was to part@tgin this program of getting legal aid to the
poor. He did that I think after he, after he was af political office, but he’s done that. | tkin
some of the greatest contributions that he has madenot in the area of the judiciary, but in the
area of being greatly responsible for the passagieeoClean Air Act. When he was a senator,
the Water Quality Act. | think that the country esvhim for that. They’'ll never go back on
what they accomplished by that legislation.

| think he showed a lot of courage. We talk almutrageous things that he’s done, he showed a
lot of courage when he left the Senate seat, shisyi opinion, and became Secretary of State for
only a year. He had no reason to believe that &g going to serve for longer than that; we
didn’t know what was going to happen to Carter.rt€aput him on and he served for about a
year and made a contribution there in that shion¢ti And probably even before that, | think, he
helped, and this was made a great contributiorettingy our hostages back from Iran right after
they were made hostage. | think he showed couasyérecall reading about it, by refusing to
endorse conservative legislation that would haverated Rule 22. | remember, was it Rule 22,

| think?

MB: |don’t, what is Rule 22?

LS. Something about the Senate’s rules of procedudan’t remember exactly what that was,
but Ed thought that that was not good, and he kinewvas going to get punished for it, and he
was. Although it turned out not to be that wayaese | think then Lyndon Johnson didn't give
good committee assignments so he put him on thieocermrental protection thing, which allowed

Ed to have a strong influence on those two lawslthest mentioned, that legislation. So | think
that that showed quite a lot of courage.

To speak of him as a person, though, as was otleeofluestions that you said you probably
might ask, | think that you can say that he’s @elyaan honorable politician in the best sense of
that word. | think he showed a lot of humanityon& people talked about the time that he was
running for president. And there was a disputeuailbdhether there were tears going down his
face, and, when he was in New Hampshire in frorihefNew Hampshire office of Mr. Loeb, if
that’s the fellow who ran the paper, | think thaltis name. But if he did, it just shows the



humanity of the person. | don't think that theotteate of today would not have put that kind of
a point on that, if they were to judge it in thesydand age.

So, he was never a headline seeker, just a goodkwaking senator. And he was there, what,
from, for some twenty one years as senator, extgenespected by others. And as far as the
state of Maine, | think the Democratic party owesn&or Muskie for rejuvenating the
Democratic party. He was such an articulate perdde, his charisma was such that he could
say things that resonated with the general eleetpbeth Republican and Democrat, and in no
way sacrificed his idealism or his liberalism oe important issues. And yet he had some good
Yankee ingenuity and being fiscally responsibleo, Bread something about his having said
once to, | don’t know who he said it to, but heugbt it was kind of hypocritical for people on
the campaign trail to act like Scrooge, but thenliie Santa Claus on the senate floor. | think
that's typical of him, and | don’t think that heexxshowed that kind of hypocrisy. | think he was
a pretty consistent guy. So, quite a fellow, &y s

MB: In terms of you and your judgeship, when youaee judge, how did your practice
change, how did all that change your life?

LS: Well, you know, under our system in Maine, uelikvell, or other places, unlike say a

country like Israel where you're trained to be dga, here judges are selected from all the
lawyers that practice. And a lawyer is going tedydecome expert or handle certain types of
cases. A lawyer representing an insurance compamynight think was going to have a bias in

favor of defendants in personal injury cases. Wykr who represented a plaintiff might have a
bias in favor of the plaintiff, one would think. n® would also think that a person who was an
advocate of civil liberties and civil rights wouddways rule in favor of the person who claimed

that someone’s civil right, or civil liberties haéen violated.

The fact of the matter is, | think lawyers are, @mdiges, are able to put aside for the most part
what their pre-, any predisposition one might ththiey would have in connection with a
particular case. Sure, as a judge, if somebodgedaian issue that somebody’s Fourth
Amendment rights were violated, | would not, coalat, should not say automatically that just
by asserting that right, that person is rightthH#y prove that it happened that way. . .. I'mesu
that one’s experiences color what they do in ther&y but to live up to your oath of office and
to be an impartial judge, you have to put thabalide you. | think judges can do that, | think
individuals can do that. | think that either aial judge or an appellate judge, of course you're
going to have a certain position.

| think some of my friends were pretty surprisdtyt thought | was pretty conservative in some
of my rulings. They couldn’t believe that this wagivil liberties judge that made a particular
ruling. And that’s because | wouldn’t say that stwmdy’s civil liberties or civil rights had been
denied if, under all facts and all the evidencdhaf case, it hadn’'t been. | suppose on a close
guestion, you're affected by something like thait bdon't really believe so. | think that if
you’re going to do your job as a judge, you're gpin apply the law. And that's what | think |
try to do.

I’'m curi-, I'm interested in seeing what they salobut Justice Blackmun. Now, there was a man
who was appointed to the court as a supposedlyeceaisve judge. He turned out to be
probably the most liberal judge, at least vis athésother judges presently on the court, that was



on the court. It was his opinion in Roe v. Wad#e was frequently voting in favor of people
claiming violations of the Fourth Amendment, orartltonstitutional rights. And so you really
can't tell what a person’s going to do once theyguthe robe. Once that person puts on a robe,
they have a certain standard they have to followd,@hat they did before should have no effect.

MB: Do you agree with some of the rulings by Juditackmun, or do you think he was being
too liberal?

LS. No, | agree with them.

MB: What were some of the memorable events or cistamees from your experiences as a
justice or in politics?

LS. Well, | had a very interesting case on the SupeCiourt involving the Bath Iron Works.
They wanted to put up, they wanted to establisliyaddck in Portland. But they wanted the
state to, either the state or the city, | thinkvéts the city, | think it must have been the city, t
finance it by a bond issue. And Common Cause Wrowy lawsuit saying, “That’s
unconstitutional, you can’t do it, shouldn’'t dd’itl think everybody expected me to rule for
Common Cause, but | didn't at the time. That cgsea lot of publicity, probably one of the
most significant cases. | ruled that it was notamstitutional to have that kind of financing.
And so they went ahead, created a lot of new jobslon’t think it worked out as well as
everybody had thought they would. But basicallgytidid get the dry dock in South Portland
[sic Portland].

End of Side One, Tape Two
Side Two, Tape Two

MB: Okay, what led you to the court appointments?

LS: Ithink Governor Curtis was governor at the tindnd, this is about, | just thought | would,

somebody suggested to me, “Why don’t you, why dgait see if the governor wouldn’t appoint
you to the court.” So I let him know that | waserested. | wrote him a letter. | think some of
my friends talked to him, | think Shep talked tonhi I'm not sure whether or not Gov. Muskie
had something to do with it or not. | had the ifeggthat he had, but I, you know, | don’t know
this first-hand. And Ken Curtis appointed me. fEheas a big . . .

MB: What year was that?

LS. That was 1974. The appointment was controvebgiehuse there was a, one gentleman on
the governor’s council who wanted to have somebeldg locally be appointed judge. And it
looked like that person, you know. Usually thegtie had been that whomever the governor’s
councilman from that area where the appointmentlvestsg made from, Lewiston-Auburn area,
whatever, whoever he wants is the person that tivergor usually appoints. He wanted this
individual. Well I, | don’t know what caused me do it, but | just didn’'t assume that that’s
what was going to happen. So | traveled aroundthie and contacted friends and went to see
each of the governor’s councils, councilmen, aretdghem if they wouldn’t support me. And,
| forget what her name was, but a woman from Puadtlaaid she’d support me, and | got two
others. | needed four votes, who would support rAed | went way up to somewhere in the



northern part of the state to visit him. And | gsidie was kind of impressed at the fact that |
would drive four hours to speak with him about giyimy candidacy for the court favorable
consideration.

Well, nothing happened for the longest time. Aywlj know, | have to be ever grateful to Gov.
Curtis, he would not drop the nomination. And theras, you know, it kept, editorial after
editorial would come out, you know, that | was weplialified. And the governor, the governor
made the nomination. Oh, what happened is, thergov made the nomination and then he had
to get the approval of the council, and he woultdwithdraw the nomination. And there were
editorials. And then | think Louis Jalbert, logalhad been opposed to my appointment to the
court because he and | . ... You talk aboutigagbme battles within the Democratic party, he
and | had some beauts. And running for corporatimmsel, the mayoralty, he would support
one side, I'd be supporting the other side. Sche® some, he was . .. | would consider him
one of my political enemies. But some people hpaken to him . . .

MB: To Louis Jalbert?

LS. To Louis Jalbert, and you know, this thing hadrbdragging and dragging, saying, “When
is the governor going to . . . .” you know, and Keuartis would not withdraw the nomination,
you know, he just stuck right to it. I'll ever lgeateful to him for that. And somebody spoke to
him and also, | was in Boston; we were visitingaiiksgiving. And | got a phone call saying
that the council’s going along. So, the three thadd stuck with me, then the others said, you
know, they would, they would vote for me if . . 1 don’t know what. But finally | think Louis
Jalbert went and talked to them and he gave it and | got appointed.

Now, they had used against me the fact that | wasilliberties lawyer at the time. And there
was some specific cases that the Civil Libertieobmad been involved in that had antagonized
some people and they tried to renew some of thelihoengendered by that particular occasion
to try to defeat my nomination. So it went throughnd in 1974 | became a trial judge on the
Superior Court and was that for nine years, tragedill around.

MB: You talked a little bit, you mentioned a litth& about being a civil liberties lawyer. Was
that your role with the civil rights and civil libiees unions?

LS Yes.
MB: Who were the people that you worked closely withthese committees?

LS. Well, there was one case as a lawyer that | ihaghs Dunham vs. Crosby, a case where a
high school teacher was teachiRgmeo and Julieh what some parents thought was a sexually
improper way, and so they fired him. So he browghawsuit against the school administrative
district. We brought a case in the U.S. Districu@, violation of the teachers academic rights
under the First Amendment. And the judge didnttitego to the jury; he directed a verdict
against us. So, he said, there was no case. Wkeaio appeal to the First Circuit Court of
Appeals, and | argued the appeal. David [J.} Hafpevho was a law school professor, always
involved in Civil Liberties Union work and civil ghts work. He and | served together on the
governor’'s task force on human rights, on, yes,haman rights, and helped to draft the
legislation which is now the Human Rights Act. tdghat time, the only thing they had for anti-



discrimination laws was a law prohibiting discrimtion in rental housing. Had a hard time
getting that one passed, too. [I'll tell you abthdt one in just a second. But David Halperin
helped me write the brief and | argued the caseé vengot it reversed. And then it came back
down, we settled the case. So that was one imparése.

A lot of the cases that we did as a civil libertlagvyer here in Lewiston was to go to the
principals of schools that were in an exaggeratey wnforcing the dress code, kicking,
expelling kids for long hair, that kind of thingsoing and talking to them, trying to ameliorate
the situation, negotiate some kind of a fair comuee that would satisfy the kid and also the
school system, and that sort of thing we did a \We did some draft protest cases. | remember
one case representing a fellow who did not warsap he was a conscientious objector and we
did some CO cases. Cushman Anthony, a lawyer Rortland who was very much involved in
the early days and became a president of the Oivérties Union chapter of Maine, the Maine
Civil Liberties Union; Orlando DelLogue; thesere/@eople who did a lot of the work in those
early days.

| was just a cooperating attorney until we, | thibhkwvas 1968, we formed the Maine Civil
Liberties Union, a Maine affiliate. And in thosarly days with very little money, you know.
We benefitted greatly by the assistance of a laipoiperating attorneys who agreed to take cases
without a fee, and did whatever we could to hanlécivil liberties issues of the time. And a
lot of CO cases dealing with the war, a lot of dresde cases, that kind of thing. Those were the
early matters that we dealt with.

MB: And then later on, how did that evolve?

LS. Then the organization had several financial srisdean Sampson became the executive
director during a lot of the difficult times, andeswas able to keep the organization going until it
got stronger and stronger. And it's the, the oizmion was not an in-your-face kind of
organization, not always very confrontive. Alwatyged to see if we could accomplish by
reasonable discussion the results that we sougithieve, like prison rights, by talking with the
warden. And it just seemed reasonable to him wdgaivere requesting so he went along. A lot
of this was accomplished, but when we had to geotat, we’'d go to court, if we couldn’t get
what we thought was appropriate.

So, it's turned out that the Maine Civil Libertiegion has . . . .iiterrupted by knocking on
door. ... nearly ready to wind up). So, the orgatian got a little bit stronger, but from time to
time there’d be a crisis. Jean came back onetorhelp out. And right now it’s a very thriving,
healthy group that has given civil liberties a reaice in the state of Maine. They’ve been very
effective with the legislature, and it's been avimg organization. And I'm, | happen to be the
first president of the organization. So that, assalt of what followed, they became very, very
strong, and now they have a real presence heheistate of Maine.

MB: You had mentioned a case that you were goingntee back to?

LS. Oh, let's see, we’'ve mentioned the Dunham caglet? There was that one. And, let’s see,
| can’t remember what that might have been. Bhirlk we’ve pretty much covered. . . .

MB: Okay, is there anything that you want to shaewenfyour experiences that we didn’t. . .?



LS. let me just take a look here at some of my nowell, like, you asked me about my past. |
think my father always felt strongly about sociaktjce. He believed in Roosevelt and
everything that Roosevelt believed in about helgheypoor and not hating others and things of
that nature. And you asked about my wife and vghatmight have been interested in. She was
very active in the League of Women Voters and tihédd Nations, and she particip-, she used
to hold Halloween night puppet shows with John Tedmle, he used to teach at Bates, to raise
money for UNICEF, things of that nature. And shasva school teacher over at Edward Little
High School. She taught English, was always vergmoken. And | remember on one issue
that came up, one teacher, they were pretty coaseevover there at the time, one teacher had
told us they were holding a debate on a particidsme, something to do with governmental
assistance in medicine and Medicare, or somethirtpat nature. And | think that she said,
“Well, who's taking the position in favor?” He sai‘Oh, there’s nobody taking that, there is no
position on that.” And she of course let him havir not being a little bit more unbiased in
terms of what the issues of the time were. Andvgéet to all the Democratic party conventions
at the state level that they held.

You had asked me what | thought were some of thmitant opinions, cases that | had had. |
might tell you what those were. | would mentiostjthree cases that, on the appellate court, that
| ruled on with the majority; it was a four to terease, a four to three decision. One was the
ruling that a viable fetus was not a person withima meaning of a lawsuit claiming damages for
wrongful death, and the name of that case was Mitgainst Cary. Then there was a “right to
die” case where a person who was pretty much inegetative state, we permitted the
disconnecting of life sustaining apparatus in ttee, that was In re: Gardiner, and | voted with
the majority four to three on that one. And thiee dther one that | voted with the majority on
was the failure to have handicapped accessiblesbirseSouth Portland. | said that that
constituted a violation of the Maine Human Rightg,Ahat’s one, in the majority.

| guess | was pretty much known as a dissentehemMaine Supreme Court. There was a lot of
editorials about that fact when | retired. And teses that | felt were my most significant
dissents was, one was State against Armen, A-RIN-&here this individual was peaceably
engaging in what | thought was protected politegbression when he refused to obey an order
to leave his congressional representative’s fi¢fitea And | felt that this was not a criminal
trespass beyond a reasonable doubt. | thoughastimportant to send a message that public
officials should not arbitrarily feel that a perserdisrupting office procedures when he’s acting
peaceably.

The other dissent that | would point to was onéedaNormand vs. Baxter Park Authority. The
court had ruled that the Authority was within thpa-, was within their jurisdiction in allowing
snowmobiling in Baxter Park. And | ruled in a dissthat we needed to put a red flag up to the
Authority that the court was not completely in actcthat snowmobiling was appropriate in the
park, and hoped that it gave pause to members tedteined before going ahead with further
encroachments about what Gov. Baxter had in minghwie created that trust.

And the third one was The City of Portland agailetobski. And in the decis-, in my dissent,
and Justice Glassman joined me in that, | wrote ttie obscenity ordinance violated the Maine
constitution. And the rest of the court didn’t wam deal with the Maine constitution. They said
it was okay under the federal constitution. Andawhappened subsequently, though, and | hope



that the dissent had something to do with it, theythat issue on referendum, whether to repeal
that ordinance, and the people repealed it. Sdladr does not have an anti-obscenity
ordinance, which | felt was a violation of the Maiso-called first amendment. And basically, |
think a dissent does three things: it shows thdipihe difficulty of the question that divides
the court, and it may have the effect of influegcitne future development of law, and it
highlights to the legislature and to the publicttii@re’s a goal that a justice felt should be
achieved but the majority said is not permitteddvy.

So, | guess that, one final comment that | feeualioe law in general is that the scope of review
| found, you know . . . | almost like the Super@ourt better because | like working with juries,
and being right there with the lawyers, and keeming into jurors who served in court while |
was there, and what an important experience itiwéseir lives, they tell me. On the appellate
level, though, the scope of review is kind of narfeecause the lower court judge has so much
discretion. And because of that fact what happaaay times on appeal is that we're really
administering the law, and may not really be adstering justice; they’re not the same thing.
So, that's more ofa.. . ..

As a final little thing that I'd like to mention,just used to enjoy taking my dog with me when |
was on the Superior Court. We rotated around tdte &nd went from county to county. And |
used to take my golden retriever with me. And sdemg/ers made a joke that, “You have to be
careful, if the dog barks once, it's guilty, if tliemg barks twice, not guilty, three times is a
mistrial.” But the dog really was quite helpful ahild custody cases. Because sometimes |
would have children come in to my chambers to yeayl to find out what they feel, without the
parents being present. And of course they're wargomfortable seeing the judge sitting in a
robe, and, until my dog Sara would come out frorback of my desk. And the children would
then melt and | found out everything | wanted towrabout what was happening. So Sara was
a pretty good prop for me, you know. And it wasckof fun taking her around with me. | guess
that’s all | have to say.

In conclusion, I'm just very pleased that they h#ve Muskie Archives here at Bates College,
and I'm amazed by the kinds of things that havenb#ene as a resource for that part of our
history.

MB: Thank you very much.

End of Interview
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