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Biographical Note

Sam Shapiro was born in Brownsville, Pennsylvani@agust 26, 1927. His parents were
Maurice and Anna (Silver) Shapiro. His father Wwasn in the Ukraine and his mother in
Lithuania. He joined the Navy for two years in 59then went to the University of Pittsburg on
the G.I. Bill, graduating in 1952. He married andved to Waterville in 1953 and served as
treasurer for Maine Democratic Party for 13 yeafle. also ran several furniture stores with his
father-in-law. He served as state treasurer forees 1980-1997, during the Brennan,
McKernan and King administrations. He was tempoddiairman of the state democratic
convention from the 1970s-2000.

Scope and Content Note
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near campaign for President in 1976; 1958 Maineegudtorial campaign primary: Clauson vs.
Dolloff; fundraising; anecdote about Clinton cangrang in Maine in 1992; and stories about
Brownsville, Pennsylvania during the Depression.



Indexed Names

Alfond, Harold

Beliveau, Severin

Brennan, Joseph E.

Brody, Morton A.

Bustin, David W.

Carter, Jimmy, 1924-

Clauson, Clinton Amos, 1895-1959
Clinton, Bill, 1946-

Coffin, Frank Morey

Curtis, Kenneth M., 1931-

Ditka, Mike

Dolloff, Maynard

Donovan, John C.

Dorsett, Tony

Dubord, Dick

Dubord, Harold

Dundas, Paul

Flowers, Jennifer

Harvey, Jim

Hutchins, Mitchell

Jabar, John

Jordan, Hamilton

Julian, Paul

Kennedy, Edward Moore, 1932-
King, Angus

Martin, John

McKernan, John

McMahon, Dick

Merrill, Phil

Mitchell, George J. (George John), 1933-
Mitchell, Paul

Nicoll, Don

Reed, John H. (John Hathaway), 1921-
Shapiro, Anna Silver

Shapiro, Carol Plavin

Shapiro, Maurice

Shapiro, Sam

Smith, Margaret Chase, 1897-1995

Transcript

Andrea L’'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Sam Shapiro at his leash 4 Pray Avenue
in Waterville, Maine on April 24th, the year 200Blr. Shapiro, if you could start by stating



your name and spelling it?

Samuel Shapiro: Yes, I'm Samuel Shapiro, S-A-M-U-E-L, last naBi-A-P-I-R-O.

AL: And where and when were you born?

SS: | was born in Brownsville, Pennsylvania, AugRéth, 1927.

AL:  And did you grew up there until what year?

SS: | grew up in Brownsville, Pennsylvania untieft for the service. | joined the Navy in
1945 and spent two years in the Navy in China aped right after WWII, and then | came

back, went to the University of Pittsburgh, wenttdlege from 1947 to ‘52.

AL:  And when you were growing up through scho@renthere any teachers or people in
your community that had an impact on you?

SS: Well, | was mostly interested in athleticsmose days. | played basketball and baseball in
high school. And probably my basketball coach thasone who, as | look back and remember,
had the greatest influence on my life at that time.

AL:  And your parents, could you give me their nsPne

SS: Sure, my father was Maurice Shapiro, he waa bothe Ukraine, and my mother was
Anna Silver Shapiro, she was born in Lithuania.dAoth of them came over in the early
nineteen hundreds.

AL:  And what were their occupations?

SS:  Well, my mother did not work. My father, altigh he spoke six languages and was very
learned, was a peddler. He had a truck and dnauend to the small coal mining towns and sold
clothing and notions to the families there.

AL:  Did you have brothers and sisters?

SS: Had one sister, one sister, who was sixteertimorounger than myself. She was a
secretary and remains living in Pennsylvania.

AL: If you could go through sort of the chronolagfywhen you became interested in politics,
and sort of follow that with your career?

SS: Well, you know, | guess the best way | coulglain maybe my high school years is that
at my twentieth high school reunion Shirley Crowbp was a classmate of mine at that time,
came up to me- this was probably in the late 1960d-asked me if when she was traveling

through New England, that she had seen where aShaipiro was selected outstanding young
man in Maine. | think it was the year 1960. Arghld, “Yes, it was me,” you know. And she



said, “God,” she said, “There’s hope for my kidswioshe said. “You were the biggest zero we
had in high school.” | think she meant it as a pbment obviously. So, I think that best
describes, you know, my high school years, althdugas involved in athletics, came from a
very orthodox Jewish home, and actually my motimekfather, | think my mother came to see
me play ball once and my father once in all theeydaat | played because they thought only
bums played ball. And they were more interestetiimgs more academic and for whatever
reason, you know, my interests ran toward the tatisle

But then | joined the Navy right after high schobjoined I think in August of 1945 right before
the war ended, and it ended right after, | guesgnithey heard | was coming, things ended and,
plus | guess the atom bomb as well. And | spentytears in the Navy aboard ship in China and
Japan, and came back and went to college on 88.0f Rights. Originally | signed up for a
business course because, quite frankly, | didn/eteny idea whatsoever what | wanted to do,
and | guess all Jewish boys took business at theksity of Pittsburg. But | went to a

basketball practice of the high school team andkeaiout with them, and the basketball coach
at that time said to me, “Gee Sam,” he said, “yoovk, why don’t you go into education and be
a phys-ed teacher because you're a good athletictheere’s a shortage of phys-ed teachers, and
you'd be sure to get a job.” And so using whati¢gs eventually turned out to be an ability to
convince people, | went on the very last day besateol started and talked them into allowing
me to change from educa--, | mean business cotosghucation. And then | spent four years at
the University of Pittsburgh and graduated withaahelor of science in education and taught
school phys-ed at, first at a high school and @nreelementary school.

But let me go back, that's where | first becamenlmgd in politics. The fraternities, and | was a
fraternity member, sort of dominated college pcditin the sense that they elected their fraternity
slate to nearly all the offices that there weretdas for within the college, you know, the
student council and the other governing bodies@funiversity. And | remember that | ran on a
anti-fraternity slate even though | was a fratgrniember. | sort of was maybe independent
thinking as such, and | was elected. | was orsthdent council for two years. At one time in
my senior year | was elected to be the student reemb the university’s athletic council, which
was made up of, you know, alumni, distinguishedrmssmen, and what have you, and | served
on that. While at the university, that began tbray teeth on running for elective office and
being part of the governing establishment. | piblgaseball at the university, won four letters in
baseball, and received the Charles Hartwig Memawedrd for the, which was the highest
athletic award at that time at the university. Amdiact | was back there a couple years ago and
they have a stone engraved with the names of egktlge winners of the two awards every
year. And | noticed that mine was the first ydeat the award was given and it's sort of worn
away the names because it's right at the bottotheostep where you step down, so we’re trying
to get that rebuilt before | die. You know, | shemvmy sons that in the early eighties, and they
weren’t that impressed because they knew theiefdtiey thought, until they walked. | told
them look down the walk and see who else won twat@ and later on Tony Dorsett and Mike
Ditka won the same award, so they were a tinynytressed at that time.

But then, when | graduated, | was in, well aftgrdduated from college | took a year of courses
for my master’s degree in education because | gtadun February, because | had started in
February in mid-term. And the baseball coach abBdy High School, one of the largest high



schools in Pittsburgh, the baseball coach becdraadlcouldn’t carry on. So they came to the
university and asked if there was anybody therettiey would recommend to coach the
baseball team, and | was recommended and leftrddugte work and became a phys-ed teacher
and baseball coach at Peabody High School.

But Pittsburgh had an unusual system of- that nplveeht directly from college to the high
schools. Everybody had to work their way up thiotlie elementary system to become a high
school teacher, and so, which is different nowpuld think. You're either trained to teach
elementary or high school, in those days you hadaud in the elementary schools and work
your way through. So I had to back to an elemgrgahool and | had, | was a Phys Ed teacher
at a small elementary school on the north sidettéliirgh called East Park Elementary, and
unfortunately ran into a women principal who, shd adid not seem to see things the same
way. And so, having been an athletic counselogthletic director at a boy’s camp in Maine
for the four previous summers, and having met nfyo ¥8 now my present wife of forty-six
years there in the summer, we just got marrieddmaited to leave teaching and go, went into
the furniture business with her father. And camblaine in 1953, and, to Waterville, and went
to work for State Furniture Company at that time.

And quite frankly, my father-in-law was the firstngon to introduce me to Ed Muskie. | was
obviously very interested in who was who in toweing very new. And one day we were
walking back to the store from lunch, and, you knany time | would see someone, I'd say,
“Well, who's that and who's that,” you know. Ankere were three men walking up the street,
and | remember | said, “Who are those three mel®d he said, “Well, the tall guy on the left
is Arthur Eaton, who | think was a lawyer in tovemd the one in the center there is Ed Muskie,
who’s a lawyer in town who can’t make a living."hdt was early in Senator Muskie’s career,
and my father-in-law was wrong as he was oftensrife. But in any case, that was the first
time | think | saw Ed Muskie, walking up a mainegt right in front of Stearn’s Department
Store and having my father-in-law point him outie.

Now, when | came to Waterville, | still had, youdw, politics in my blood, but, you know,
when you come to a new city, it's not that easywdAlived in ward two at that time; we lived
on Roosevelt Avenue, when | decided that | wanbegkt involved. And | remember the first,
my first political office, so to speak, was assitaard chairman, vice chairman of the ward for
the Democratic Party, and I think the reason ligstnobody else wanted it. | don’t think that
anyone ever ran against me for it. And then | becavard chairman. | ran for the city council
in Waterville from ward two for my first two-yeagerm, and | won that. And then | ran a second,
for a second two-year term, and | was elected geasiof the common council. In those days
Waterville had a bicameral type of city governmenhey had the common council, and they
had the board of aldermen, and | was the presmfehe common council and served under
Mayor Bernier.

And | was, | think | was sort of instrumental, ykmow, there was a order to build a new high
school, our present high school that we have omiByo Avenue, and there was a lot of
opposition to building a new high school basedya, know, conservative feelings and keeping
taxes down. And there was always, in fact it gurs to this day, the battle, you know, between
those who want to spend money on education ane tivbe care more about what the tax base



is.

But in any case, | recall that | had gone overisit my parents in Pennsylvania and came back
for an emergency meeting, where there was a vikémntan whether to appropriate monies for
the high school or not, or to float a bond a isswyally, to build a high school. And as
president of the council, they say | did this, god know my memory’s a little dim on it, but

that | asked the, all those, when | called the tiolesather than asking all those four to say,
“aye,” and all those opposed to say, “nay,” whighhie normal thing, that | asked all those
opposed to please stand. Well, they were sorawglat by surprise, and nobody sort of stood up,
and then | said all those in favor say, “Aye.” Asaleverybody, you know, it was aye, and it
was passed, and eventually that high school i$ tmaiby and as, | guess where | was one of the
members of the building committee as, well ther@ jdaque in the lobby with the members of
the, you know, the building committee.

But that was sort of how | cut my teeth in politidsreally didn’t have that much to do with
Senator Muskie at that time. | think when | figstt there in '54- he was elected governor of
Maine unexpectedly within that period of time Irtkj well it had to be in ‘56 because he was
governor ‘56 to ‘58 and ‘58 to ‘60. In those daykink the term of the governor was two years,
but that's not clear. I'm not clear.

AL:  Fifty-four to fifty-eight.
SS: Iswhen he was -?

AL:  Yeah, he was elected governor the first tim®&4. Were you aware of that campaign at
all? Were there people you had connected withattime?

SS: No, at that time, remember | didn’t come to Mauntil November of ‘53 and, when | got
married in November of ‘53. And, you know, whenrha in '54, although | was a Democrat
and voted for him. And nobody expected him to ey the way, as | remember, but |
supported, voted for him. | wasn’t involved in gpiok, | was too new to the area. But in ‘54 and
in ‘56 I, you know, | still was not that active.wlas elected | think to the common council in ‘60.
But what happened in ‘58 when he ran for senagehel run for senate in ‘587?

AL:  Yeah, or ‘59, in that area.
SS: Ithoughtitwas in -
AL: Let me pause for a minutePa(ise) Go ahead.

SS: Well during, when he ran for the senate in 8 was governor from ‘54 to ‘58, | was not
that involved in politics to any great degreean for the common council in ‘58 myself. That is
the Waterville common council. And at that timerfwere, during his senate campaign there
was obviously a campaign to elect a new goveraord the Maine, there was a primary contest
in the Maine Democratic party. Senator Muskie alhthe influential top Democrats were
supporting Maynard Dolloff, who was the executiwedtor of the Maine Grange, a very



powerful organization in those days, it's since lwas a lot of its influence. And Clinton
Clauson who was the executive director of the raeethe internal revenue service for the state
of Maine and a Waterville resident and a former anaf Waterville ran against him.

And Clinton Clauson was a big underdog. | meawais conceded that it would be, Maynard
Dolloff would be the candidate of the party. Anactimember Dick Dubord, who was National
Committee man, and then Governor Muskie and alirtheential Democratic leaders of the

state were supporting Dolloff. So that left roomtbhe Clauson campaign to have, anybody who
wanted to be a supporter of Clinton Clauson attiheg immediately was one of his ten closest
supporters. And | don't think he had very manyselsupporters outside of Waterville. Paul
Julian, Paul Dundas, Johnny Jabar, Sam Shapiranagtle one or two others in Waterville
were supporting him openly and financially to sategree in the best, and gave him all the help
they could with scattered friends he had througtioaithing.

Well, Dolloff was upset. Clauson won the primaagd at that time the party leaders realized
they wanted to sort of bring all the people who kagported Clauson into the ranks of the
Democratic hierarchy rather than having a splihwithe Democratic Party, so we became very
important immediately. And then Clinton Clausormiven to win the election and become
governor. Unfortunately he died about a year mgoterm. And | recall, in fact there was an
article inLook magazine in 1958, in November of 1958, where liotysed with Senator Muskie
and Dick Dubord and Jim Harvey and some otherscaffae klatch as they called it that time at
the Blaine House where there were, where Governgki at the time invited everybody who
had been involved in the Clauson campaign to tlanBIHouse to sort of bring in the ranks of
the party around him, which we did. | mean, it maseasy thing to do.

Obviously Clauson became governor, Muskie wenbahé senate, and | ran for the common
council at that time, in 1960, and was electedvim tivo-year terms at the common council. |
moved, during that time | moved to another ward,difaur, and ran for the board of aldermen
from that ward. And ward four was a very heavy R#gan ward; it hadn’t had any Democrats
elected there in God knows how many years. Amdt that election and no longer was
involved in city government at that time.

And then at that time, after having been on thencoul ran for the, for the state committee, and

| remember Senator George Mitchell was the chairafdhe party in my first two years on the
state committee. And after being on the state citi@entwo years | was elected treasurer of the
Maine Democratic Party and served as treasurdreoiaine Democratic Party for thirteen

years. | was on the state committee for all th@ses as well and was involved in the party
structure, fundraising, election, all the electt@mpaigns, was elected a delegate to six National
Democratic Conventions. And during those periogle#rs, you know, in the seventies, was
very active within the party.

| can remember days where, | remember, | was themianager of our Augusta, Maine, store in
the seventies, and | can remember waking up imibr@ing sleeping on the floors out at the
Democratic headquarters in Augusta, hanging siges the streets, the street signs, climbing up
on the building hanging signs, coming down, gom@ fundraiser at night. | did everything
there was to do really within the party. | speidteof time at Democratic headquarters, which



was at that time up on State Street. We boughildibg up there, and living in, you know,
working in Augusta all day long with the headquestgou know, two minutes away. | spent
much too much time at Democratic headquarters gatielping them, you know, run the party
and licking stamps and licking envelopes and dewerything there was to be done. And did
that for at least, you know, fifteen to twenty yeaf doing everything there had to be done
within the party structure.

And | was elected temporary chairman when we hadtimvention in Waterville, the state
convention in Waterville in, | think, the seventiasd | was elected as temporary chairman of
the convention and every convention until this y@800. | ran last year, two years ago, said it
would be the last time that | would run for thafied. It's time to pass it on to someone else. So
| was temporary chairman all those years, andekguat one convention | wore a white suit, and
this sort of became something that had to happeneay state convention. So when | opened
up a convention as temporary chairman on the Fmigyts, | always wore a white suit. And |
still have that white suit. It barely fits now,tdudid wear it at the state convention two years
ago.

And, you know, working for the party as | did otbose years, | met a lot of people, made a lot
of friends, raised a lot of money for the Demoaraandidates and continued running the
furniture business. | did that when my fatheram¢lpassed away in the early seventies, and | ran
it, three stores. We had one in Skowhegan, oNeaterville and one in Augusta, and | wasn't
paying as much attention | think to the businesssa®uld have, | was more interested in

politics. But slowly but surely we closed eaclitadse stores. First in Skowhegan and
Waterville, then Augusta and we closed the Augasiee in 1980.

And in 1980 | ran for state treasurer of the stditélaine, and in Maine all our constitutional
officers are elected by the legislature. We'raialty the only state who elects our attorney
general by the legislature. Four states elect theasurers by legislative action, Maine, New
Hampshire, Maryland and Tennessee. And in 1980 for state treasurer of Maine in the
Democratic caucus. | had no opposition, in faet hever had, | never had any opposition in all,
in the sixteen years that | was state treasursartlof am a little amused at the fact that when |
ran, | didn't realize it at the time, but afterddhwon | had a number of people come up to me
after and say, that is number of legislators, wbied, said that, you know, they were called by
other people interested in running. And therdat ®f them their best friends, their former seat
mates at the legislature, and a congressional datawho had lost, a girlfriend of the speaker of
the house, you know, some people with some crealentino were interested in running because
at that time people began to see constitutionat@ as a stepping stone to higher office. And
they were all told the same thing by all the legists; they ought to be ashamed to think of even
running against me, that I'd worked for twenty yefor the party, never asked for anything,

only gave, and now I'm finally asking for somethjragd they’re going to vote for me, and they
ought to be ashamed to even think about runninmsigae. And obviously nobody got enough
support so nobody did run against me.

| was elected state treasurer eight times, seesixXteen years and one month, and during
those eight terms, eight elections, nobody eveagainst me within my party, and I'm thankful
for that because it’'s kind of tough to lose if ndpouns against you. And then as term limits



were passed and | could not run again in 1996 seoved from December of 1980 to January of
1997 and could not run for state treasurer agBuring my time as a state treasurer my
involvement in politics obviously continued. | wagundraiser for each Democratic legislative
campaign, contributed, raised quite a bit of maoiney time whenever you could raise money in
Wall Street, that now has changed, and made satevéhcontinue with a Democratic majority.
And we had that Democratic majority for all thosdeen years, and in the last two elections
after 1 no longer could run. So we've had a loaigm at the State House as such.

While | was state treasurer | helped form the Deawio National Treasurer’s Association at
which | was its president until | left office. Amdade it a more prominent factor within the
Democratic party so that the chair per-, the chair@and the vice chairman, president and vice
president of the Democratic National State Trea&ifessociation became members of the
Democratic National Committee and which made hiaveghim direct membership on the, to
the Democratic National Convention, which allowgoll know, another person from Maine to
go along with all the others, who were elected palated by the rules of the party. And once,
you know, once being a delegate to the nationateations and president of the Democratic
National Treasurer’'s Association sort of gave mae@rominence and ability to get involved,
you know, at the national level.

And | remember when President Carter was runningifosecond term at the national
convention in New York, there was a sort of boorfdetSenator Muskie. There were a lot of
people who felt that Carter could not win his regte. It had a lot to do with what happened in
Iraq, the failed, the failed attempt to rescuedaptives in Iran. And so one morning at the
Maine delegation meeting, each state’s delegatienavery morning, and President Carter’'s
people had somebody sort of sitting in on everie&aneeting. As well as this little boomlet as
we called it for Senator Muskie for president, Benator Kennedy had thoughts of running, but
by rules of the party it was a closed conventite;dnly way the convention could be, that
Kennedy could run would be if the convention woaojzen it up by a vote of the delegates. And
| mentioned at the morning meeting, at the time €&pogr Brennan was the chairman of our
delegation, that he ought to go to Kennedy andiotfprm some sort of alliance where we would
get Alabama to pass to Maine, and Maine would nmiovan open convention for Muskie and,
but we needed the support of Kennedy and askecthBreto go to Kennedy to see if they would
be part of this.

And for whatever reason it never happened that Wwat/the conversation obviously got back to
the Carter people, and | remember when | camegtadhvention hall that night, they came to
me and asked me if | would go to the Carter- they & sort of a trailer underneath Madison
Square Garden- if I'd come there, they wanted ltottame. And | was there with, Severin
Beliveau was there, and | said, “Severin, come wigh | don’t want to go alone.” So Severin
came with me, and we got there, and after a feasaletries they wanted to, | said, “Why are we
here?” And they said, well, Jordan was there dinti@biggies in the Carter campaign,
Hamilton Jordan and the other gentleman. And Haag well they’'re here because they've
heard that we were trying to start something fore®er Muskie for president and that they
wanted us to know that Senator Muskie did not waie president and wanted me to go back
and tell my delegation that. | said, well, | cauitddo that. They said why. | said, well they
want to hear it from Senator Muskie. They saidgthve’re trying to reach him. He's up in



Maine at his home in Kennebunkport, and we camtinehim by phone.” And | said, “Well, |
said | just couldn’t do it then.” And they saidVell, will you do it if President Carter tells you
himself?” And | said, “With all due respect to Bident Carter,” | said, “no, they want to hear it
from Muskie.” And of course Severin was there bang as he did with all of them.

And then finally somebody came and said, “We hamea®r Muskie on the phone,” and they
said, “Will you talk to him?” | said, “Sure.” Sagot on the phone, | said, “Hi Ed, how are
you?” And Ed said, “Fine Sam, what’s going on?ays, “Well, I'm here, and the Carter
people are telling me that you don’'t want to besgtent and want me to go back to tell the
delegation that.” And I'll always remember his eaords; his exact words were, “Who in the
hell doesn’t want to be president?” | says, “Yaanivme to go back and tell them that?” He
said, “No, no,” he said, “you know, circumstancedteey are, let it go.” And, but it wasn’t that
definitive. | says, “Well, look, let me get Sevetibecause | figured Severin, so | said, “Here
Severin,” you know, “talk to Ed.” 1, you know,lYou handle it.” And so he, | went back into
the other room of the trailer, and Severin comek laacouple of minutes later. And you know
Severin, he was a character, and he said to théow, Know, it's not the way you say it is.” One
guy dropped his drink, another guy choked on hiskdr“You know, they got a little excited
there, but then he laughed and said, “No, no, dw, Syou know,” it’s, Ed, it's all over, Ed’s
not running for president.”

And other than that, other than that, I'm justiiyto, other than that. Well, | guess the only
other thing is that it sort of brought, being pdesit of the National Democratic Treasurer’'s
Association brought me in contact, and | rememéed, being state treasurer of Maine always, at
the same time when President Clinton first rangdmae to Portland, Maine for a meeting, an
early meeting in February of '92. And that washably a week or two after the Flowers
accusations of harass-, sexual harassment. Andlleel me, and, | mean, he was probably
calling all the people in Maine, asking for my sagp And | asked him a few questions, the
things | thought were important, he said, “Yes.hdA said, “Yeah, you have my support,” and,
never thinking that he would get the nominationsaese | thought it would be similar to four
years before whenever. You know, | supported edgfdgrent presidential candidates before
finally Dukakis was the last one | supported ay tied by the wayside. And | honestly didn’t
think Clinton would be a candidate for presidemtiery much longer based on the Flowers
problem. He thanked me for the support and s#@itk you coming to Portland?” and | said,
“No, I'm over an hour away and you're going to b@8ng soon. | won’t make it in time,” and
he thanked me for my support.

Well, I hung up the phone, laid back down on theoctp and something said, “Get up and go.”
So | popped into the car and broke the speed &indtgot there in time, and when he saw me, he
said, “You know, I'm never going to forget this,canthat you came down here and that you're
supporting me.” Actually, as it turned out | whse bnly elected Democratic official in the state
of Maine who was supporting him at that time beeabgy were all afraid of his candidacy
would be a failure based on all the problems helveatng. But |, you know, | gave him my
support, and he hung in there.

And the truth of the matter is that he never hakink I've been at the White House maybe six
times, and each time he is, the first comment héenta me was that, “I haven’t forgotten. You



were the first,” you know, “to support me in Mainehaven't forgotten it.” And, you know, it's
sort of nice to hear it. He’s a great communicaaod he knows how to talk to people. And
then once term limits removed me from the polit&atne |, having worked for state government
for a long time, you know, and not having any peedavealth prior to that, you don’t
accumulate any wealth, so | went to work for Mititlsutchins, which is an asset manager, a
fully owned subsidiary of Paine Webber. And heaenl in April of 2000 still working for Paine
Webber.

AL:  I'd like to talk a little bit about some ofdlpeople that you knew and worked with and
had political get-togethers with from the Watervitlrea. Did you sort of develop a close circle
of political friends over the years? I'm thinkio§Dick Dubord -

SS: Oh, I've made a lot, yes, | had a lot of frisrgbing way back to the very beginning.
There was Dick Dubord, John Jabar, Paul Dundas.These were all people who were very
active Democrats in the city of Waterville. I'msjuirying to think of Ed’s campaign manager,
he was a big factorin . . ..

AL: Dick McMahon?

SS: Dick McMahon was an awfully good close frierfcdvane, Don Nicoll who worked for
Senator Muskie as well. Dick McMahon, who was Measkchairman in his first campaign to
run for the governorship as well as the senate aggnpsort of gave me some advice. | ran for
county commissioner and lost, and he told me, “Samsaid, “you’re a hard worker, you know,
people like you,” he said, “but you're never gotogget elected to anything,” he said, “because,”
he said, “this is Maine and this isn’t going to wdr He said, “You got to be the power behind
the throne,” he said, “you got to work in the backad and get your kicks that way and get
your politics that’s in your system there.”

And | listened to him for many, many years, angas good advice obviously because when |
finally did run for state treasurer and win, it weecause of that advice of having worked all
those years in the background and making friendseanning a reputation as being, you know, a
loyal Democrat. But getting back to the peopleshard McCleigh, who was a very active
council member who | fought with on a regular basecause our philosophies were terribly
different, but who | respected. | think he respdane, and we still to this day are friends. Paul
Mitchell, who is, ran for the board of aldermerifait time.

AL:  George Mitchell’s brother?

SS: Yes, Paul Mitchell is George Mitchell’s brotheknd then later on Senator Mitchell, |
remember Senator Mitchell and | were roommatesraocratic national convention in New
York early in, it had to be in the seventies, rigfier he, when he was chairman of the party.

AL:  What were your impressions of him?

SS: | always liked him. He’s always, you know, yhealled him the professor when he first
went to the senate. He was a very bright perseny, articulate and very caring. He was a



product of a home where I'm sure they were all vdoge. | know to this day the brothers and
sisters are so close, they were a close familyd they, they were raised by loving, hard
working parents, and they’re good people. Allhigchells are good people. Senator Mitchell,
you know, received the highest because he wasnealyebright and hard working and
ambitious, and was weaned. | think his secretwtgn he was in Washington working for
Senator Mitchell, that's where he was weaned tdipslas such. He, very seldom do people
give up federal judgeships to become a United S&aeator, and he did, he knew what he was
doing. And he did a great job for the state of dai | wish he would still be there, but he has
his own life to live.

AL: You mentioned Paul Dundas?
SS: Yes.

AL: I've heard the name but | don't really haverapression of who he is. Could you talk a
little bit about him, what did he do, and what wasrole?

SS: Yeah, Paul Dundas was sort of the elder statpsrhle was the president of what is now
the Kennebec Federal Savings Bank. Well respestétdspoken. And you have to remember
that those people, Paul Dundas, Paul Julian, aaddame of us who joined them were
Democrats in a land of Republicans, you know, &eg never gave up their battle for the, what
the Democratic party stood for. We always felt th& Democratic party was a party of the less
influential, the less wealthy, you know, that wergvehe party who cared about the base needs of
people to make sure that everybody had food, steatig clothing. And there were people who
did not have that.

| can remember during the early Depression yeuairgglin Brownsville, Pennsylvania, living in
a, you know, a three room apartment over a garag@s heated by one coal stove, and never
having enough, never having food. | can remembgepear at times being a cup of half coffee
and half milk, and bread and butter. You knowt thas supper. Not every night obviously, but
a good many nights, you know, that was supper. R&hahk because of the, that upbringing and
living, you know, that life and feeling those thgtiat it made me care, you know, more about
the little people. | was one of them. It's nattiusual | think in this country that someone
who’s Jewish comes from poverty, but | did, andause of that, | think | feel a little bit more
for those who don’t have enough.

You know, | can remember once, | had to be twekay old probably, my mother said to me-
and without any disrespect, the Jewish peoplégy twvere talking about somebody who was
Jewish, they called him by his name. If they wafking about somebody who was a Gentile,
with no disrespect meant they didn’t call him bg hame, | don’t know why, but they would
call him by some title, like “the old Gentile whiwés on the second floor across the street,” or
“the old Gentile who lives in the grey house neéxtite house on the corner,” you know, or “the
Gentile butcher” or “the Gentile grocer” or whatvbayou.

And | remember one morning my mother said to mekélthis pot of oatmeal to the old Gentile
who lives in the blue house next to the house erctiiner.” We lived on Bershire Street. And |



said, “What are you doing, Ma? We don’t have emologd ourselves. What are you giving
away food?” She said, “Well, he’s old, and he’sndy and he has no family, and he has no
food. Take this to him.” So every morning, yowia for, God, weeks, | took a pot of oatmeal
down to that man every morning until he died. Awiten you'’re brought up like that, it makes
you a Democrat, not a Republican. So, that's grbypahy | was a Democrat. My father was a
Democrat. Most of the Jewish people were Democrakey were Roosevelt Democrats, and,
because he was, Roosevelt was trying to do songetbirthose who didn’t have a lot. And
that’s probably why | became a Democrat.

And then once you run as a Democrat, and you &renaocrat, very few people change, you
know. Now that, | joke now that I'm making more nay than | ever did before and paying
more taxes than | used to make, you know, totalrgathat, gee, I'm beginning to think maybe it
isn’'t so bad, some of the Republican ideas, babhsquelch that. No, | was born a Democrat
and I'll die a Democrat.

AL:  I'm going to stop right here and turn the taper.
SS: Okay.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL:  We are now on side B of the interview with iam Shapiro on April 24th, the year
2000.

SS: You know, over the years | tended to see Semdiriskie, you know, on obviously
numerous occasions. | was one of the people mstntal in having an annual lobster bake,
which we called the Muskie Lobster Bake, when | waghe state committee. And my wife and
the senator’s wife, Jane Muskie, both used to soggltettes. You know, they’d go off and
smoke together. And | know Carol, who never canedh about politics as a general rule, liked
Jane Muskie very much. They didn’t see each dtiaroften, but when they did see each other,
there was a warm relationship based around thigrast in their children and being, you know,
wives of politicians. Although Carol, sometimed #sk, let's go to the, we’re invited to the
Blaine House, she always wondered, “Do | have &' géou know what | mean? Usually
probably because | brought her through the back, oo know, and then we used to always
have to wash dishes after the political evente@Blaine House because at the time, when the
Governor Brennan and Governor Curtis were therendr&h we were active, you know, at

politic events at the Blaine House, we’d have tshvthe dishes after because they didn’t use the
staff members for political events.

During those years, too, prior to becoming statadurer when Governor Curtis was elected
treasurer, | was very active in his campaign. $Ws military aide. Maine has a structure of
military aides where up until Governor Curtis, prio that, at least in my memory, basically
military aides showed up at the inaugural ball, ey were sort of in charge of, you know,
seating and so forth at the inaugural ball, and #feer that they sort of disappeared. Governor
Curtis had me come to the Blaine House for allsihgal events and act as a military aide like



military aides do, you know, in Washington. Berthat the door, greet people, make everybody
feel at home, help them with their coats, takeréporters into the kitchen where | was known to
sneak them beers and drinks and such at partiesewaeonly wine was served, or punch as
such. And so that sort of got me involved in sarhthe Blaine House activities, and that

carried on even after Governor Brennan was elegdedrnor and | was a military aide to
Governor Brennan as well.

And, I'm, Senator Muskie, you know, | ran into hahtimes. | used to, they used to, | used to
kid him once that the senator had a reputatioreofdfairly thrifty. And they used to joke
about the fact, you know, that when he bought a pa&wof pants or a new suit, he’d have fish
hooks sewn into the pocket so that even if he Bg&tihis mind for a second and decided to
reach in to try to pick up a tab or pay a bill,ttha couldn’t get his hand out with the money
because of the fish hooks that were there. Ihofdthat once, and | don'’t think that he thought
it was that funny at the time. | remember we wara summer resort for some conference or
something.

But Senator Muskie, you know, truly would have madeagnificent president of the United
States. You know, it's funny about circumstanass what have you. | don’t know whether he
cried or whether it was snowflakes on his facen diluessing knowing the kind of person he was
and being an emotional person that he might haed erhen he felt his wife’s image was being
tarnished. But | don’t see that as a strengtlsighh of weakness; | see that as a sign of strength.
I know a lot of men who cry, you know. | thinkatithe few times in my life when | had an
emotional problem and physical violence had tocbeje right after it, you know, | was pretty
tough when | was crying, I'll tell you. | neverdioa fight that | had a tear in my eye because |
was up for it.

But it's a shame that it did happen, and, you knibmre are a lot of people who at the time felt
he should have gone on because it in itself wagmotigh to derail it. But I, the feeling that a
lot of people had, | don’t know how accurate it ywést there was a lot of money involved in
running for president, and it meant going into debt | think it was something that Senator
Muskie was not going to do. | think that his, laene from a fairly poor upbringing, his father
and mother were not wealthy to say the least. T certainly middle class in Rumford,
Maine. My father-in-law knew the family because father-in-law worked in Rumford. My
wife was born in Rumford, and he just wasn't gdiogjo into debt if it meant going into debt. |
think when things happen, money sort of begingyoug a little bit whenever you hit a
roadblock like what happened in Manchester, New phdite, and he just was not going to
allow himself to go into debt on his own and dedid¢ie pull out of the race. It's a shame
because he might have won.

And then of course when he ran as vice presidetit@iumphrey campaign, | was very active
in that campaign, spent a lot of time with him, goknow him. | remember we had a big party
at the Holiday Inn and Howard Johnson’s up hererpa the election. Well, everybody came
from all over the country to be here. Watervillastthe center of it, along with obviously where
Senator Humphrey was. And | remember at that tiaeld Alfond, who was quite a Maine
philanthropist, called me up and said, “Sam,” hd,savhen these people come up here, | want
to make sure that they get the right impressiowaterville.” And he gave me a large sum of



money to go out and buy all kinds of refreshmeatgtie Holiday Inn where the headquarters
was and also for Howard Johnson’s across the streeake sure that anybody who was there
had the proper refreshments. We had closets ffuifceshments. And, you know, the senator is
someone who probably, along with Margaret Chasettamd eventually maybe Senator
Mitchell will go down in history as Maine’s outsi@ing national figures.

AL:  When you, you were state treasurer duringi€artd Brennan?

SS: No, | was state treasurer during Brennan’s adination. Actually Brennan, McKernan,
and--, just Brennan and McKernan, and King, GoveKing, yeah.

AL:  Alittle bit of King. What was it like? Digou see differences in how they ran the
government?

SS: No, they all treated me, | think, very similarll made up my mind when | was first
elected treasurer that | wanted to be treasurdiféor It wasn’t going to be a steppingstone for
me to run for congress or for governor or what haue It was a good job, | enjoyed it very
much, and | had no interest in that, maybe bechwse in my fifties when | was elected. | was
fifty-three when | was elected, and, you know, Kisd of tough to decide you want to run for
congress when you're sixty, in your sixties, althlouw guess there are some who have, or for
governor. | saw how hard it was to be a goverand, I'll tell you, it's no cup of tea, it's a hard
job. You got to get up at seven in the morning &odk until ten at night, and it's seven days a
week, and you're constantly under the eye of thdiajend you’re constantly being pressed and
oppressed, quite frankly, in my book.

You know, one good example is, there’s GovernonBam. He was governor for eight years; |
think he played golf once a year. He loved to galf but he’'d play once or twice a year at the
very most. And | think in his last year there v@agroup of us that he would play with, that he,
he never wanted to play with the big shots thaevike presidents of banks or the presidents of
big corporations. He had about five or six pedpt he played with, Dave Bustin who had
been in his administration, and Ed Gall and myaetf Allen Tim, and, the pro there, and that’s
all the people he would play with. And what he Vdodo in his last year, after getting up at
seven in the morning, he’d, at three or threeythirtthe afternoon would sneak off and play
golf. And there’d always be some wise jerks, “Adirhtaking off again governor?” You know?
And | used to always tell them off, and such. Adt’s no cup of tea to be governor, and it's a
tough life. | was happy to be treasurer.

But to answer your question, the fact that | ordy igvolved in things that effected the treasury,
except in one case, that | didn’t try to govermdA got to the point, | think, where all three
governors, an independent, a Republican and a Drataltrespected the job that | did, the
work that | did, because | made up my mind th#tdt the state’s interest could best be served
by getting a higher credit rating so that our @jshoney would be less, which | did; that |
worked on getting an abandoned property programiwed where we found people who had
lost their assets through record keeping or thrdaghbank accounts, to get their money back to
them, and just advise the legislature on mattexsdfiected the credit rating or affected the
treasury. | didn’t get involved in the budget. uvknow, the constitution of the state of Maine



doesn't say that the treasurer shall administebtltget; that's a legislative and gubernatorial
prerogative. And | let them do it, and | neverlgpabout it, and | never talked to the press
about it. And | never tried to gain any persortdration about things other than what affected
the treasury. So then | had a good relationship thie executive branch because they saw that |
let them do their job, and they let me do my job.

Except for one instance when McKernan was runngagrest Brennan, when Brennan decided to
come back after having been in the congress faryfears, to run against McKernan in his
second term. McKernan had a campaign meetingoppad in Augusta where he basically was
arguing thatynintelligible word) the finances of the state of Maine were tremesdand he had
done a great job financially and what have youd Aave had just gone on to computers, and up
until then it was very difficult to tell what theash position of the state was because we were
writing checks, and they were floating around aatlbeing cashed and so that we didn’t, we
wrote checks when, without an accurate knowledgehatt the exact checking account was at
that time, until we suddenly had computers comenia for the first time we saw, and | think for
the first time ever that it maybe even had happgtted there was a negative balance in the
checkbook.

And so when | told the Democratic leaders in thedeoand senate and Brennan’s people about
it, they wanted me to issue a press conferencevemdh | did, you know, pointing out that for
the first time, well, that the checkbook of thetstaf Maine was negative and that we were using
monies from our cash flow which belonged to theversity and to the pension fund, because
their monies were being invested through a treasucash flow which | administered. And all

it did was cause a big politicalr{intelligible word) where you try to say yes, during Brennan’s
previous administration there was a negative casltipn, which it wasn’t. There was never a
period of time when it ended up in a negative gasdition except at that time. And we probably
wouldn’t have found out. Actually | got the infoation from one of his administrators, | mean,
who ran a computer.

But outside of that, | got along with all threetbém equally as well, and | think they were all
satisfied with their relationship with me. Andlways had a good relationship with the
legislature. There’s nothing that | ever askedéiggslature for that | didn’t get. Maybe | was
smart enough to know what | could or couldn’t dpett I, but they realized that | had no political
ambitions, and I think that’'s very important. inkithat when you get a treasurer who goes in
there and has political ambitions, there are afithings that he or she does that makes them get
involved. | know the present treasurer, a verghtrperson, you know, at times she gets
involved in what, you could almost argue that i€gislative prerogative. She has a right to her
opinion, and she has a right to give advice basedtat she thinks is best for the state of Maine
based on her own knowledge, but it's taken vety nibt taken well by the legislature
themselves, and you can get into problems that way.

AL:  Did you spend any time in the Dubord home sord of know the family? Did you ever
know F. Harold Dubord?

SS: 1did not know Harold very well. | saw himtanes, and then when he died, | did not
know Harold that well, no, no. | knew Dick very le



AL:  What was Dick like?

SS: Well he, you know, it was just sad, his untiyn@éath at a very young age. He was bright,
he was aggressive, he was intelligent, he wasiqgadlihe knew how to handle himself. And he
would have had great potential, he might have lggaernor someday himself, you know, if he
hadn’t died. I liked him, everybody liked Dick Datal.

AL:  Did he have a good sense of humor?

SS: ldon’t, I'm not that sure that | could give hanest opinion on it. | think that what little |
remember, he was smiling. He smiled a lot. IkHie did, yes. I'd have to say yes, definitely.

AL:  You mentioned that your wife and your fathattilour wife grew up in Rumford?

SS: Yeah, my wife was born in Rumford.

AL:  What was her maiden name?

SS: Her name, she was Carol Plavin, P-L-A-V-I-Nale And then moved to Lewiston when
s_he was a young child, and then moved to Watemwiien she was about probably fifteen or
sixteen.

AL:  And so her father, your father-in-law, did sobusiness in the Rumford area?

SS: Yeah, he had a store in Rumford, a furnituoeesin Rumford, or he worked for his
brother, who had a furniture store in Rumford. Ahen | think he opened up his own furniture
store in Rumford and then he came to Waterville.

AL:  Did he ever know Muskie’s parents?

SS: I'm sure he did, yes.

AL:  Being that Muskie’s father was a tailor, aibass man, a tailougintelligible phrase).

SS: Yeah, he did know them, yes.

AL:  Did he ever give you any impressions?

SS: No, no, he didn'’t, no.

AL:  You spoke about John Jabar?

SS: Yes.

AL: Who is he?



SS: Oh, John Jabar was a lawyer in Waterville, lamavas involved with Paul Julien and Paul
Dundas in the Clauson campaign. He was one dbihpeople in the Clauson campaign, and |
knew him because he was, we played basketballhtegeHe was, you know, he was one of the
famous Jabars who played basketball for Waterkiigh School. And he was a very bright- |
was surprised that he never went on to get invoingablitics. His brother Joe Jabar is now a
representative in the Maine State House of Reptatess and former county attorney, but John
never ran for political office.

AL:  Now, Don Nicoll said you would have storie®abpeople such as George Mitchell and
Ken Curtis.

SS: Can't tell all of them.
AL: No? Can you tell some?

SS: Well, yeah. Let me think now. Ken Curtis, yknow, in my younger days | used to drive
a pickup truck when | had the furniture store.rdwe from Waterville every day, to the Augusta
store, and | drove in a pickup truck. And | playadtball. Ken Curtis started a thing called the
Curtis All Stars, and it was partly because he sastof a frustrated athlete, you know. And we
had a great team; we traveled all over the statel Ken Curtis, whenever we played near the
Augusta area, like in Gardiner or Hallowell or sevhere, you know, near Augusta where |
drove up in my pickup truck, he’'d always want tovdrmy pickup truck back to the Blaine
House. You know, he wouldn’t come back with theoprer in his, in the car, he’'d say, “Can |
drive your pickup truck, Sam?” So he’d drive bagkhe Blaine House in a pickup truck; he got
a big kick out of driving a pickup truck. And hesva competitive softball player, and we
enjoyed that a lot. And I traveled with him atfeient times because | was his military aide,
especially in a sad time of Ken Curtis’ life. Aswknow, he had two daughters who had
multiple sclerosis.

AL:  Or cystic fibrosis?

SS: Cystic fibrosis, I'm sorry, yeah, had cystibrivsis. And we used to go skiing in the winter
time to Saddleback up in Rangeley with my kids hisckids, and | remember they used to carry
the portable tents with them up there, and | ueddytto be helpful with that, and we went up
with him every time. Bob Dunfey, who was an actdemocrat, had a place up there, and we all
went there and skied. Ken was a marvelous man.yéieknow, it could have been him that

had the career that Senator Mitchell had becausa \id Muskie left the senate to become
secretary of state, the appointment to the, temmp@@pointment to the senate was done by the
governor, Governor Brennan. And the logical chanca lot of people’s minds was Ken Curtis
because he had been governor before and was kezlldind obviously a very capable person.

And, but unfortunately after he left the governgpshe became the envoy to Canada,
ambassador to Canada, and Governor Brennan dréagpoint, did not reappoint a judge pilot
in Bangor. And Ken Curtis for some reason openlyczed him for that. And obviously
something that | wished he hadn’t done. It's sdnmgf that normally is not expected of ex-



governors, against his own party on an issue hié ut he did. And then there was a primary
that Phil Merrill ran against Governor Brennan iov@rnor Brennan’s second term. And the
day, the night before the election, Ken Curtis apeé at a Phil Merrill fundraiser, and the front
page pictures on a lot of papers showed him anidVRhtill on Election Day, on the newspaper
of Election Day. Brennan won, but it left a velgdaaste in Governor Brennan’s mind, | think,
about Ken Curtis. And | remember there was a @deieg, | did not attend, but there was a
delegation who went to Governor Brennan, it was eveekend morning at the Blaine House, to
try to convince him to appoint Ken Curtis, and hiddhink anything would have got him to do
that. I think he just felt ambushed and betraye#&én, and so he- | think that Senator Muskie,
the word is that Senator Muskie called him, recomueel Senator Mitchell, and asked him to
appoint, came to the Blaine House, told him thad hike him to do that. And, you know, at that
time | think that what Senator Muskie wanted caradot of weight, and obviously Governor
Brennan appointed Senator Muskse] [Mitchell] who went on to win elections after than

his own and become majority leader of the senadecériously a very powerful senator.

| think Maine lost a lot. There were a lot of thinhappening and coming into Maine. | know
that my influence dwindled when he didn’t run agaétause at the time, you got to remember
that if you're the treasurer of the state of Maamel the majority leader of the senate is a senator
from the state of Maine, it suddenly gives you daie amount of importance, you know, within
the organization, the treasurer’s organizationjdwal Association of State Treasurers and what
have you. Luckily I'd been around long enough thditin’'t lose very much, but Maine lost a lot
because there were a lot of things that he diditélpied Maine, and Maine had a greater
influence obviously in the senate and, and in Wagton, than we have now.

As far as, you know, Senator Mitchell obvi- he wasific in that anytime | came to Washington
with my fellow Democratic and Republican treasuréesalways would meet with us, give up
some time. | remember one time, we had set a ngetgihave lunch with him, | had about four
or five fellow treasurers and a couple other petplmeet with him for lunch. And it was at the
time that the vote was being taken for the ClearBAll, which was, you know, one of Muskie’s
early projects and it was very important to Senktichell, it was a big thing, | mean it was one
of the biggest things | think in his legislativéelat the time. And that vote was being taken the
very day that we had the luncheon meeting. Aralled, and they said, “Well, gee, you know,
we don’t know whether he’s going to be availablalgtand he feels bad about it,” you know,
because he always felt very warmly toward me. Asaid, “Well, sure, whatever it has to be
has to be.” Finally we came up there, and whatitierather than very easily canceling the
meeting, which he should have probably, he saidyrbeght sandwiches in, food into his office,
in his private room there, and we all sat arourgdt#iible, and he gave us almost an hour and a
half of his time, sitting, chatting, talking to eybody there, everybody was very impressed by
him. But it shows the kind of person that he wasean, that he wasn’t going to, he wasn't
going to, he wanted, he did it for me. | meandium’t do it for himself, it was no advantage to
him at this very crucial time. There was a brebkiously so he didn’t have to be on the floor,
but I'm sure he could have used that time, you knowch more to his advantage than it was
used to meet with, you know, half a dozen statstreers.

We always hoped that he would be a presidentiadidate, we, | still think that he would be a
marvelous presidential candidate. It's just sonmgtithat, you know, you have to have the fire



in your belly and once he gave up his senate geatknow, he went on to other things. | know
now he actually is a consultant for my firm, Mitdhélutchins. He’s a consultant for us, and
you know, he’s out there making some money forange. Real money.

AL: | have a question about the Maine state DeaticdParty. And so you were involved in
say the late fifties or early sixties?

SS: No, | was involved with the Maine Democratigtgdrom, really heavily from nineteen,
say, sixty-six to nineteen eighty when | was treasof the party. And before that probably, |
think | ran for the state committee in 1962 and wexy active with the party all that time. |

took a, that was my, outside of playing softbalMaterville where | played baseball and softball
all the years that | was here, that was my othecatvon, the Democratic Party.

AL:  How have you seen it changed over the yetdv&?heard about shifting of how effective
it is, and what role it plays. Have you, do yoelfiere are clear changes that have taken place
in the party structure in the state and its role?

SS: | think that, you know, the state committeensde up of individuals. At one time it was
only thirty odd people; it's much larger now. Atigere was always that feeling, you know,
within the politicians, and that’'s what you aregdfu run for the state committee, that they
weren’t getting their proper access, proper pagenproper everything. And whenever the,
early in the years of our party before, you knowijlewwe had Muskie and Clauson, once
Clauson died the president of the senate becangotlenor, and he was a Republican
obviously, and he was there for seven years. Amjuat had Democratic rule in the State
House, and there was always that feeling of, yawkmwho is running things, you know, the
legislature liked to think they were, the goverm@s there wanting everybody to be happy with
him.

And | don’t think anything really has changedhihk at one time there was a greater party
structure, you know, of the Democrats who were phitthe party. And now | think there’s more
an independent feeling, and there’s more indepearedenboth parties for that matter, both the
Democratic Party and the Republican Party, and tibeless controlled by what the state
committee says or what the platform is, you knovatlimean? Or what the legislature,
legislative program is. And | think there’s leddlmat now because at one time I think the
Democratic Party’s platform was the, you know, ¢baestitution of the party and nearly
everybody either accepted it or ignored it, butadybopposed it. Today, | think, it's different,
where everybody says, “Hey, it really doesn’t mattbat the platform of the party says; here’s
how I feel,” you know?

And | think that’s permeated its way into the ldgfi’e process. | think when John Martin was
there, you know, he tried to make the legislatungose all powerful organization that was the
party and that the state committee had minimalegley into what the party did because, you
know, what can the party do? The party doesnislatg, the state committee doesn't legislate,
all they do is run the state convention, you knamd elect delegates to the national convention.
The legislature is the one who on a day-to-daysbakien they’re in session who decides what
happens, you know, to the laws of Maine and tgnaple of Maine.



And if you stop to think it through, that’s truémean, what can the state committee do- what
can the state party do, to change anybody’s I@&Zhange any law to benefit or to hurt any
individual or any group or what have you? Not,&zexo. And so what has happened is that the
state party no longer can, does enough to decideisvblected, so they’ll be beholden to the
state party because they need their financial sugpdheir election effort support to elect them.
They’re independent now of that. They raise tbain money; the state committee doesn’t give
them that much money that it makes a differende aghere their allegiance is. So | think when
the legislature acts or when the party caucuseat thie platform says or what the chairman of
the party says has very little effect on their twttline decision. You want to click that?

AL:  Could you tell me a little bit about Dick Mckan?

SS: Yeah, Dick McMahon, you know, he was sort obtund, cigar in his mouth always, old-
fashioned politician. Not a Maine old-fashionedifpman, but a politician like you'd see it in

the movies. Always had an opinion about sometharag very, had aloud voice and understood
obviously the pulse of the people, you know, infifiees, in a Republican state, and what was
necessary to win an election. And | think whatlitedo was, | think the thing that Muskie did
when he got elected governor for the first time s he traveled the state.

There are stories about the fact that, you knownbaean eighty-one year old man up in Franklin
County, and the guy said, the gentleman told himtigtthe first time he ever shook hands with a
Democrat candidate. And | think that’'s what woe #tection for Muskie is the fact that he
traveled the state and shook hundreds of thousairtiands. And McMahon, Dick McMahon
was the architect of that strategy, and he drovle im, as | remember, he was his driver. |
mean, you didn’'t have paid staff in those daymebn, Dick McMahon drove him around and
helped him get elected and was happy to be whatase You know, he didn’t have political
ambitions of his own. Dick McMahon had no, you knde got a job in government after that,
but he did it for the pure feeling of the compettiess of being a politician and trying to win an
election. Just like athletes try to win ball gapm®fessional politicians they get their kicks out
of winning elections, you know, and | think thatsMaick McMahon.

And he was entirely different than Muskie obvioystshereas Don Nicoll was a lot like Muskie
in a sense. They were both very intelligent; DacoN had a deep intellect and had a
personality and demeanor that was quieter andrdbfi@ Dick McMahon'’s, which was louder
and what have you. But they both reached the smttem line achievement, you know. | think
that although McMahon was very effective in Muskiearlier campaigns for governor and also
for his first senate campaign, Don Nicoll was veffgctive in strategy and organization of
Senator Muskie’s campaigns after that.

AL:  Did you ever meet Frank Coffin am{ntelligible phrase)?

SS: Ohyes, Frank Coffin, | remember Frank. Wellfact | just saw him at Judge Brody’s
funeral. Frank was one of the speakers as | widkimg about Judge Brody, who was a close
friend of mine. | have to laugh about Frank. rhesnber | was running for county
commissioner, he was running for governor agaiolsh Reed. And we were at the Bates Mill



in Waterville, I'm sorry, in Augusta, Bates Mill ihugusta at the gate waiting for the shifts to
leave and come in at three o’clock, where thesas, know, hundreds if not a thousand people
coming in and out at the same time, it was in teyday of that mill. And I, having been the
manager of our furniture store in Augusta for mgegrs and played ball in Augusta, | played
softball in Augusta, | practically knew half thegpée coming in and out, you know, by their first
names and what have you. So as they were comjaaihthere was myself, Frank Coffin,
several other candidates who | can’t remember.relfvas always a group of us at these mill
gates, you know, either candidates or city chairoresomething like that. You know, I'd greet
everybody and shake their hand, say, “Hi.” Franklfy tapped me on the shoulder and said,
“Sam, will you stand behind me, please,” he salys) funning for governor,” he says, “You're
only running for county commissioner.” So | remaachim of that.

You know, Frank Coffin is brilliant, | mean trulyruly a brilliant man. And actually he looks
the same today, well | shouldn’t say, he almosk$ae same today, you know, in 19- in 2000,
as he did back in the seventies. But Frank Ce¥fald have made a marvelous, bright
governor, but, you know, the people somehow gali@arisma and show. Frank was not a
charismatic person, you know, he was a very geetpus, brilliant person. And, you know,
maybe it turned out for the best. He went on ta lpedge and become a federal judge, a circuit
judge, and maybe that's where he’s best suitedYau can’t be a judge and governor both at
the same time, and sometimes it's hard to be agjadflgr you've been governor. Governors,
once you become governor you got to be careful wbatdo later on in life. | mean, there are
certain things you can’'t do. You can either becanoerporate president or a college president
or, you know, it’s very difficult at times to do whyou want to do.

AL: | guess the final question today would besio you if there’s something very important,
some aspect that | haven’t asked you about yetan@stories or recollections you have that
would add to this history?

SS: Well, | came to Maine in 1953, which was theext of the revival of the Democratic
Party in Maine. So in essence | don’'t know, yoownl didn’t live the Republican Party’s
control of Maine. Once | got here, you know, wehad more Democratic governors and more
Democratic controlled legislatures than we’ve hagp#iblican governors and Republican
controlled legislators, legislatures. We've hadviderats in congress more so than ever before.
So, you know, to make a comparison is sort of ciffifor me because | didn’t see the other
side.

| can just say that | think the people of Maine dnéenefited most, | think, by a Democratic
legislature and a Democratic controlled governnmgsttby the very essence of who controls the
Democratic Party and who controls the RepublicatyParou know, | don’t think there’s any
argument that big business and big corporate isiteeee all Republicans. And if you have
Republicans in control, their attitudes and thefluences and what best serves their personal
needs and interests will come first, before thdsb@people. And the people, is who control
the Democratic Party. There is some change nowirtlteome of the corporations, you know,
there is a Democratic influence. But over the gewou know, it's very, very seldom that you
ran into anybody who was the president of a laagparation, the president of a large bank, who
was a Democrat. You know, it was hard to find sbeoty who would be on a committee for the



Democratic candidate for governor or senate or issy They were all Republicans who were
the big so-called names, or the big money peofle so therefore, since there are more people
who are on the lower end of the income scale imildinan there are on the upper income scale
in Maine, so you have to logically assume thatpéeple are better off with a Democratic
philosophy and control, and making the laws.

| think you're finding that now in this year’s leg@ture where the Democratic Party is trying
hard to get money for education, for health isst@selderly and what have you. Whereas the
Republican Party is saying no to some of thosegthand wanting that money to go into a trust
fund or to reduce the debt, so therefore not hglgie majority of the people who live in the
state at this time. And | think that, you knowe feople who pay the debt, who pay the taxes,
should be the ones who get the benefits of thateyiond | think that’s the whole idea on bond
issues that, rather than go out and take a humdilédn and build, you know, ten schools and
have the people today who are paying taxes thispeafor those ten schools, the idea is to
bond it over twenty years and let the people wigousing those facilities over that period of
years pay for it on an annual basis, you know. #ad's the Democratic philosophy, different
than the Republican philosophy.

The, you know, some of the things that maybe treaskhould talk about are some of the
influences that some people have that we havdkédaabout, somebody like John Martin,
speaker of the house for twenty years, who realieteed in the philosophy of the Democratic
party and exposed that, espoused that philosopbyegislation and in caring, you know, for the
people of Maine. We’ve, John Donovan, you knovsdseone that we haven't talked about
who was involved in Muskie’s first senate campaigry heavily, a very bright Bates College
professor and a good friend of mine, somebody whiorked with.

| think this, speaking, you know, in terms of mys#| you know, sort of, there was a radio
program in the thirties and forties called “JustiRBIll.” It was a radio program, in essence,
that always started out, “Will this boy, grown upthis small coal mining town,” you know, “of
Pennsylvania, make it in the big city,” you knowath mean? And | think this, that the
Democratic Party in Maine allowed this small,” yknow, “this boy from the coal mines of
Pennsylvania to reach whatever level he has, treasfithe state of Maine, because of the
philosophy of the party. The party didn’t care wenecame from. The party didn’t care where |
go to synagogue. The party only cared who | wéstwwas, and how hard | would work and
rewarded me, in a sense, for that work. And that\s the Democratic Party works, | think.

| think that the Republican Party, the people m Republican party are as good as, they’re good
people, you know, they’re good to their childreng dhey’re good to their neighbors, and

they’re good to their family, and they give to dhathe same as Democrats do. But | think it
would have been harder for me to have achievedenvbatl have achieved in the Democratic
Party within the Republican Party. The roadbloaksild have been higher. To say that it could
never happen might be unfair, but | honestly beithat it would not have happened had | not
been, worked within the Democratic Party. And, ¥oow, and also to say that, you know,

when | said that | wanted to be treasurer for lifell, term limits got me. | think, frankly, term
limits are an abomination. You know, | actuallyssed being treasurer for about a year and a
half until I got my first bonus check, and now Vbea'’t cared at all about it since.



But the one thing that I think. . .?][that if a fire ever started to burn in my bellyadn, is the

fact that the elderly and the veterans are noirggtheir fair shake out of life, that we have to
care more about our elderly. And it's hard for some to care as much as one can care, to the
ultimate maximum, if they haven't lived it, you kmo You have to be seventy-three like | am to
realize what older people feel and care about aed.n And you know, there’s always a thought
in my mind if there’s ever the opportunity to maymmeday that | would run trying to carry and
bear the, you know, the cross of the grey-headegdlpeyou know, because they need it. And
maybe | could do it, you know, maybe | could doMy wife is here for lunch.

AL:  Well, we will say goodbye for today, and thamk very much.

End of Interview
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