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Biographical Note

Robert C. Shepherd was born in Newton, MassachlusetEebruary 23, 1935 to Anna and
Thomas Shepherd. He graduated from the Newton @8bhools, and then went on to Bowdoin
College. He graduated in 1957, and went to workHerPortland newspapers, covering local
politics. He left to work for Roger Williams for twears doing public relations. He served as
Senator Muskie’s press secretary from 1964 to 18&h decided to return to Maine where he
worked for Ken Curtis’ administration, and then ae@ career in real estate. At the time of
interview, he was still involved in real estatehie Brunswick, Maine area. His political service
includes twelve years on the Brunswick Town Coyrsame of those years serving as chairman.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family histoNewton, Massachusetts; family influence on
political beliefs; Bowdoin College in the 1950s;nkdor the Portland papers; work for Roger
Williams; becoming Muskie’s press secretary; Muskiese of speeches; Washington people;
Muskie’s issues; his personal relationship withNlaskie; Muskie’s campaigning; Muskie’s
Vietnam speeches; Muskie’s relationship with Hulbrtnphrey; letting the Vietham protestor
speak story; traveling in 1968; leaving MuskieaftNixon’s dirty tricks; his career after



returning to Maine; the evolution of Maine politi¢ss service on the Brunswick Town Council;
his real estate career; Muskie’s refusal to givagboyinterview; Bill Clinton’s problems; and
Muskie’s temper.
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Transcript

Marisa Burnham-Bestor: Could you state your full name and spell it?

Robert Shepherd: Yup. Robert, C, as in Choate, Shepherd, S-H-EP-RI-D.

MB: We’'re here in Brunswick with Robert Shepherd Matisa Burnham-Bestor. It is March
19th, 1999. Where and when were you born anddaise

RS. | was born on February 23rd, 1935, Newton, Masssetts, Newton-Wellesley Hospital.

MB: Were you raised in Newton as well?
RS: 1 lived there essentially until | was eighteen.

MB: And then where did you live?

RS: We moved to Bowdoin, to Brunswick, Maine and wenBowdoin. And I've been

involved with Maine ever since.



MB: What were your parents’ names and occupations?

RS: My mother and father were Thomas, mother ancefatiere Anna and Thomas. She was a
homemaker. He was a regional manager for Citggoston.

MB: Did you have any brothers and sisters?
RS: Yup: older brother, older sister.
MB: What were their names?

RS. My sister’'s name is Jean Alice, and she’s eleugars older than I. And my brother’'s name
is Thomas, Jr., and he is nine years older.

MB: How were your parents and your family involvedhie community?

RS: Well, that's a tough question. My mother diedewh was seven so that, at a time in her
life when she would have had the opportunity tdlydze involved, she, of course, died. She
was very musical and loved the Doily Catnds likg Players. And | remember her
entertaining them when they came to Boston toadptGilbert and Sullivan. And | think she
was active enough in the Congregational Churchewtdnville, Massachusetts. My father
really worked very hard. This was, you know, cognout of the Depression into the war years,
and | think his primary focus was on making a lgyeind raising his family.

MB: What was his . ..?

RS: He was active in the Masons; | remember thatt tBat sort of ended when my mother
died.

MB: What was Masons?

RS: It was a Masonic, sort of a Masonic Lodge; mamymunities have them. I'm not sure |
know what it is. It's sort of a quasi-religiousjasgi-fraternal . . .

MB: It's one of the mens’ groups?

RS. It's a mens’ group, yeah. They have a womensiliawy, but it's primarily a mens’
organization. | think it’s still, | think there@ne here in Brunswick, for instance. Butit's very
low-key here; | mean, there’s very little writtelncaut it. 1t's not a high-profile organization
today.

MB: What was the community of Newton like at thatdjreocially and ethnically?
RS: Well, | think Newton probably then wasn’'t mucliféient than it is now. It's a wonderful

suburban community. Very, it's an old suburban oamity and it's large. The population of
Newton is substantially larger than Portland, MaiBait it is about ninety-nine percent



residential; has some wonderful, wonderful neighbods that were built a hundred years ago, a
hundred and twenty years ago, so that the archieect very interesting. There are a lot of big
old clapboard and shingled houses, good schoasspfaommunity playgrounds; it's a great
town to grow up in. And it's close to Boston. Téwbway, the street metro, whatever you call
the system, goes right through Newton. So | renggrtdking a trolley into Kenmore Square

and watching the Red Sox play when | was ten aregletwelve years old; it was, you know, it
was, it took fifteen minutes to get in town, righito the city. I, it was really a magical place to
grow up in. Bobby Doerr, played second base tdtb@ Sox, lived nearby. You know, we

were really, | was really into baseball, and sad¢heas a strong tie to Newton A number of the
players lived there.

MB: Was the community particularly ethnically or picklly or religious diverse?

RS: | think it was. | think a hundred years ago @ul have been very WASPYy. | think by the
fifties, when | was growing up, forties and fiftieswas very diverse. Strong Italian, strong
Jewish segments, and a mix of everybody else. krow, I, it was, | never, | had so many
friends of different ethnic backgrounds that | v@a®ut as color and ethnic blind as probably
anybody my age could be.

MB: Was your father or your mother before she diddigally involved or politically active?

RS: No, no, no. My father, | think they were verydrélican. My father later, when | was
working for the senator, was proud of what | wamdpand he admired Senator Muskie, but |
think he always wished he was a Republican. Hemsaid that, and he was very supportive of
me. But | always had the feeling that he probabyld just as soon have been Republican. Not
a matter of issues, just a matter of tradition.

MB: How did your family affect you as you grew upPéan, your mother dying must have
beenavery...?

RS. Traumatic, very hard.
MB: Who took care of you?

RS:. Well, my father, working as hard as he was, veadly a very involved parent when he was
home. And he remarried, sadly, soon after my miadexl, and that was ten years of instability
and conflict. But that first step-mother was ayeairing person; | mean, she tried very hard
with me. She was a, she had lim-, you know, psipghical limitations, and, which my father
discovered after he was married. But given hetditions, emotional limitations, she really
tried very hard. | mean, | did not look abusediak well fed and cared for. And she tried as
hard as she could to be a full time mother.

MB: Do you feel that many of your father’s or yourthmr’s or your stepmother’s beliefs
impacted you as an adult?

RS:. Oh, no question. My father’s.



MB: In what way?

RS: 1 just, how his, how he viewed the world, howiewed life. He’s been a terrific role
model. He was a very courageous in doing, in g\arlife of quiet desperation. | mean, he lost
his, you know, his wife, the mother of his childnghen he was forty-two, after twenty years of
marriage. And then he had ten years of a verycdiffmarriage and he had a career to build.
He was not a particularly socially gregarious guery hard-working and very bright, but not
very socially bright and sparkly. So he, he jyst) know, plunged ahead. He just kept working
hard, going to the office every day.

When my first stepmother became so ill, the cogimevenormous. The, you know, the mental
doctors, psychological professionals, were veryeaspre. My mother had been sick for five
years before she died and he, it took him abouttywears to pay off her medical bills. This
was in the time before health insurance. So heahathhappy second marriage, a lot of extra
financial stress because of that. He was stilinpgajor my mother’s sickness. And somehow he
managed to get up every day, go to work, and snhileean, he was a very pleasant person, and
he never seemed to lose his optimism. And hepjustged ahead; he just, you know, faced the,
into the trenches every day. | have a very higiare for that, | mean, of, you know, making the
best of a situation and going forward. That'sal fesson, that's a tremendous, in terms of how
you view life and how you respond to it.

MB: Do you feel as though you’re similar in that way?
RS. Thank God, I've never been tested the way he luad, certainly hope | would be.

MB: What were some of the other influences that yem dutside of your family while you
were growing up? Clubs and activities that youhthigave done?

RS: | was busy in high school; | was a member of gieng. Not particularly interested in
studies. Loved baseball, knew everybody in a bigpsl. Newton had two thousand students, |
think probably when | was there, close to two tlamas and | knew virtually everybody in
school.

MB: What were your interests at that time, as faf agan, as far as what you wanted to do
with your life in high school?

RS: You're looking at a blank slate. If it had, thely thing that | would have jumped at would
have been a big league baseball career. But foe season, the Red Sox never called. And so,
| think it was, it was in Bowdoin that | began &aHly focus on what | was going to do.

MB: How did you decide to go to Bowdoin?
RS: I'm not sure. Our next door neighbor had gonBdadoin, in Newton, and | liked him a

lot. He was, he had been a camp counselor, surrengp counselor, and | respected him a great
deal. And | may just have picked it up, you kndte interest, from him. But | remember



always having wanted to go to Bowdoin. Nobody yfamily had ever gone to Bowdoin.
They’d all gone to MIT; they were very smart. &se them that | had the good looks and they
had the smarts.

MB: When you say everyone in your family, do you mgaumr older brother and sister?

RS: My brother and my father and my grandfather. d¥fer went to Carnegie Mellon in
Pittsburgh. | was something of a surprise; no nra#rests, no chemistry interest, no science
interests.

MB: What did your siblings end up doing?

RS: My brother, who retired just three years ago, tiead of buildings and grounds at MIT,
interestingly enough. He’d been a consulting eegirwith Jackson & Morland in Boston. He'd
gone all over the world, really, doing stuff he Hadthem. And then about twenty-five, thirty
years ago he had an opportunity to go to MIT as theldings and grounds staff and he became
head of it. And my sister married, never reallgdiger training, | mean, education. She has a
granddaughter now, she had a granddaughter, afglmsbstly been a homemaker, in the old
fashioned.

MB: Tell me a bit about your experiences at Bowdoin.

RS: Ithink in terms of Senator Muskie, the most iating experience was an English class on
20th century literature by Herbert Ross Brown, wias a renown professor at that point. And |
remember becoming very interested and excited loyngdism while we were studying
Hemingway, and that really got me started in ttz weorld. | became, went on to become an
English major, and | had read virtually no bookalagrowing up. | mean, | could have given
you the statistics on batting averages, you know,al the sports stuff until I'd put you to sleep,
but in terms of reading a book, | didn’t want tovgege my eyes. Anyway, when | got to
Bowdoin, | really got excited about reading aneg:tdme an English major and took journalism
to heart. Got summer jobs at WGAN in Portland, aodked there for two or three summers.
And then when | left, graduated from Bowdoin, Ined the Portland newspapers as a reporter
and worked there for seven years, until | went tokwreally for, to, with Senator Muskie.

MB: What were some of your experiences as a newsmiartland?

RS: I, my focus was twofold. | was a political muipial reporter, | covered Westbrook,
interestingly enough. And it was there that | lmeeanterested | think in Democratic politics
first. There was a mayor of Westbrook by the nafriéerank Rocheleau . . .

MB: How do you spell that?

RS. Rocheleau, R-O-C-H-E-L-E-A-U, and, it was FrarR@cheleau. And he was a very
bright, interesting guy, and | really was quitegakn by him. And he decided he was going to
run for Congress and he asked me to be his campaagager. So while | was writing, you
know, days primarily with the Portland paper, athts we set off to win the First District



Democratic nomination to run for the House. Andrity lasted a couple of weeks because
every place we went, we found that Ken Curtis heehthere about three weeks before. It was
really interesting, because later when | left Senktuskie, | went to work for Ken Curtis and |
grew to appreciate why people had been so takdrinbearly on, because he was really a sweet
man. But anyway, Frank and | set off from, to, &nds I, it lasted about two weeks. And he
had announced he was going to run, and then tw&saager he announced he wasn’t going to
run. So, and | was relieved because | could ssehihnwas a very uncomfortable candidate,
once he got into it, and that made me uncomfortauleanyway, that's how it started.

MB: Who were some of the people that you knew inJewou were working as a newsman,
other than you mentioned Frank? Who were someeobther political people that you were
involved with as a newsperson?

RS: Oh, gee, |, God, it seems so long ago, | doriigd met or, you know, peripherally been
exposed to or covered at a distance virtually epefitician in Maine at that point. But | had, |
didn’t, had not had an opportunity to get closary of them. | really didn’t know any of them
at all.

MB: Had you covered Muskie at that point?
RS: Not really.
(Tape turned off.

MB: We were talking about some of the people thatkrew and some of the stories that you
covered when you were working down in Portland.

RS: And I think | was not giving you much help becauslon’t have strong memories. | mean,
| knew, knew of, covered occasionally virtually eveolitician, every public figure in Maine
over a period of seven years. But |, there werd neean, of course | knew who Governor
Muskie was at that point and | knew his reputatidmd interestingly enough, he got an
honorary degree from Bowdoin the year | graduated957.

MB: Were you familiar with his political career al?al

RS. Yeah, yeah, | was.

MB: What, you said you knew about him, what did yoow about him?

RS: Well, just that he was governor, that he had dtapartisan support (he clearly was a man
of integrity and intelligence) that he had a lohatural charm and appeal, and that he really
represented Maine. He was the b-, he represemtefihest qualities of Maine, those qualities
we like to think of ourselves as possessing, yaaknndependence, right thinking, clear

thinking, sensibility.

MB: Who were some of the other newsmen that you werking with?



RS: Oh, God, this is very hard because it was so niyaays ago. Well, there was Nick
Panagakisqounds likgwas probably my best friend on the paper. Thexs an Elliot Porter

who went on to become head of the DEP in Miss@&iril.ouis. He worked for thieost St.

Louis Post Dispatclior a while, and then went into the public issitkes John K. Murphy was
very active at that point. The managing editdy, editor, Ernie Chard was the managing editor,
Bill Chapin was a city editor. Roland Worths wasparts editor. Gordon, there was a Gordon
who | thought was terrific, and | can’t remembes kaist name right now. He was head of the
AP, but they shared offices with us. So, anyway.

MB: Was the newspaper that you were working foP. . .

RS: Dwight Sargent had been writing editorials foy lEd Penley was active writing editorials.
Well, Don Hanson became a political writer and @dibr the paper, went on to write a book on
Muskie after the ‘68 campaign.

MB: What did you think of some of these people tloat were working with? You mentioned
that Nick and you were very close.

RS. Yeah, | liked them all; they were very brighttaresting people. | think there was a,
journalists in Maine at least, and | think in manityes, many states, during the thirties and
forties and before were kind of a rowdy crowd, veojorful, drank a lot. Very often didn’t have
much in the way of training, professional trainiegcept what they had learned on the job. Full
of humor, roguish, not terribly dependable as husnah lot of celebrity or potential celebrity
status, you know, on a paper in a city and commuriind by the fifties and sixties it had
become much, certainly in Portland, much more nesipte. These guys by and large were all
college graduates; many of them had had a lotatfitrg before they got to the Portland papers.
| think a list of the colleges that these peopld atdended would be very impressive. You know,
a lot of Harvard guys, a lot of Bowdoin guys, adbBates people, | remember University of
Maine people, very bright, focused group. Vergythook their work very seriously. They
certainly carried a great sense of responsibititthe public.

MB: You mentioned that you worked on the campaigraf®emocratic candidate. What were
your political beliefs?

RS: Pretty nebulous at that point. Although | clgavias, my instincts were liberal. And my
nuts and bolts knowledge dealt far more with myoatlevel than it did state or federal, because
that’s what I'd been writing about.

MB: Were you affiliated with either party?

RS: No, no. Ijust, politically, probably apoliticahstinctively, liberal.

MB: So were you registered to vote as an independent?

RS: No, I think | was registered to vote as a Dempaetually, when | was at the paper.



MB: What caused you to end up leaving the newspayewarking for Roger Williams?

RS: | had sort of felt that | had gotten to the efthe line. That I, there, unless | was prepared
to stay there for the rest of my career and taleasmce of becoming managing editor, there
really wasn't, or chief editorial writer or somathji there really wasn’t much else there that |
wanted to do. | mean, you know, and so it wasrg,\&every steep-sided pyramid with very few
people on top and a lot on the bottom. And it,jugist felt that | was too impatient, too much
else to do in life. |1 mean, | loved working foethewspaper. And if they had paid really well
and | could see more promise, | would have probbbbn there today. But, you know, that, it
just, it was, it grew confining. And Roger had bé¢lee managing editor of the Portland papers,
not managing editor; he’d been publisher of thallértland papers. And I just sensed that that
would open a lot of doors, you know, a lot of pbggies for me. Didn’t have any particular
focus or, in mind, just that there’d be a lot te,dee able to see inside a lot of doors that had
been closed to me, or that | was unaware of. Aatld exactly what happened.

MB: And what was public relations work like?

RS: 1, it was interesting to me for a year or twod @nen it became kind of routine and boring.
But basically it was a news-telling occupation orfpssion. You certainly had a message that
you wanted to get across. You know, there wagsppetive, but it was, the skills involved
were similar to what I'd been doing at the newspspé was writing press releases and, you
know, setting up press conferences, and all o€timemon nuts and bolts of the communication,
the media business is, that's what it is.

MB: You said that it did open doors for you. Whataewou referring to?

RS:. Well, clients. You know, we had clients who weresidents of banks, presidents from
insurance companies, presidents of electronics faanuing companies, presidents or managers
of S. D. Warren Paper Company, and of course SeNatskie, ultimately.

MB: And how did you get involved with Senator Muskie?

RS: Well | suggested to Chuck Williams that the Senatas running for reelection, this was is
first reelection campaign to the Senate, and tlwat,know, we had a pretty good grab or grasp
of what was going on in Portland and that maybewdd help him. And he said, “ell, write a
letter and go see somebody.” And so | wrote ailethd, | think, | don’t remember whether |
sought out Don or wrote a letter to whoever, and Daoll got back to us as | recall. And we
became, we did a number of chores for the Muskiepeagn in the Portland area primarily.

MB: What did that involve, what sorts of things wgoel doing?

RS. Oh, setting up press conferences, setting uptevappearances, drafting up press releases
on, you know, speeches he was making. | don’t nelbee doing much speech writing at that
point, but, it was just sort of a mixed bag of pabélations, you know. Releases, events,
alerting reporters to appearances, just the appeauar alerting them to an issue that was



coming up, or a speech that he was going to givereak some new ground, you know, on, in
terms of issues.

MB: How close did you become to Senator Muskie dutiingtime?

RS. Personally, not terribly close. He, he had allyea very small group | think of close, close
friends. And certainly | was, you know, on thenfre at that point of his staff; | wasn’t on the
staff. Oh, he’d recognize me or something butelm it just, we just hadn’t had the
opportunity; he didn’t know me from a hole in thallv And he is so impressive, you know,
that, he had such presence that you don’t easily kpow, you don'’t easily just bust in and say,
“Hi Ed.” Just didn’t do it. You knew better if yahad any sensitivity at all. Let me just, lovey,
this is Marisa.

(Tape stoppedl.

MB: When did the opportunity arise for you to becdvheskie’s press secretary?

RS: Election night, the senator won big and Don Nitmlind me. | think we were in the old
Eastland Hotel, | think, in Portland at that poidind he told me that George Mitchell was
leaving the staff to come back to Maine and thati have an opening. And would | like to
join the staff in Washington. And | said “Yes. sr&

MB: Did you have any reservations?

RS: No, no. | was thrilled. | was thrilled.

MB: Did you have to quit your job at the PR firm?

RS: Yes.

MB: What year was that?

RS: That was in 1964, November of ‘64. It was thecgbn of November '64. So it was that
night and | came, actually started working in Janpueb.

MB: What were your expectations of what it would ike to work as a press secretary?

RS: | just remember being thrilled; you know, wittetbpportunity, and the fact of going to the
nation’s capitol, and working for a man that waklhe, you know, sort of universally high
esteem. | felt good about it, | felt; | felt vegpod.

MB: What were some of your experiences as his pezsstary?

RS:. Oh, how do I love you, let me count the waysnelan, it was just, it's very hard to give a

lot of specifics because there were just so martgeh. He certainly was challenging; he
certainly expected the best. He was very brightt was challenging from that point of view,



you know, to, if you were writing something for hyou were challenged to do something really
good because he was the best writer on the dteffwas so quick and facile with words. And,
you know, | might labor with a statement, or a presdease, or weekly radio report to Maine
which | would write. And he might get it five mites before recording studio time and in just a
few strokes of the pen, adding a few words hematslesing out one or two here, he would just
make this thing sing. | mean, he could just, st jseemed so natural and normal, right for him to
say. He just, he was very clever. He was a way, skillful writer. Very intuitively smart
politically on issues and on personalities, teyrilight man.

MB: Did he usually write his own stuff, speeches sodorth, or did you do that?

RS: No. I think when, if he were leaving the citygive a speech out of town someplace, or if
he were making a major address to an organizati®ashington, he was almost always
scripted, you know, something to be prepared. Baityery often, and some of his very best
speeches were given off the cuff. He would stgmdand he had great instincts. You know, a

lot of good, good politicians, or a few good palins, have that instinct. They can just stand up
and kind of take a deep breath in front of an autbeand just sense where they are, what they’re
interested in, what they want to hear or don’t wartiear, or what kind of people they are. And
Muskie had that in spades. And, you know, sonm@so¥ery best talks were given absolutely
extemporaneously. You know, as he held a twengegpeech in his hands, he’d never even
look at it, just, you know, he’d just take off.

MB: Who were some of the people that you met whilekimg for him?
RS: Non-staff folks you mean?
MB: Either, or.

RS:. Well, you know those that, of course, come todrguickest and certainly those that | knew
the best when | was there were Don, Chip Stockfdrd was the, have you talked? Someone’s
probably will have reached him some place. He&ingj in South Portland. But he was the
executive assistant, a Legislative Assistant | gulesy called him. At that time, George

Mitchell swore me in when | went to work for then@éor. He was still aboard and just leaving
and he actually swore me in, which is sort of enhggnt of my career. All the people who
became so crucial to the Senator within that seryeriod, or between ‘64 and ‘68, the four-
year period, who gravitated more and more to hiarr{AiMcPherson, Paul Warnke, Clark
Clifford, you know, really giants in the. . . . he time or another had a chance to get to know all
of them a little, certainly on a, you know, a napasis, speak to them. Journalists: David
Broder, he used to call, when | came back to Maiter I'd left. He used to call once in a while
just to see what was going on, and how do thingk, Igou know, from up there. | haven't
heard, talked to him in years. But, all of thabe, Alsops brothers, Mark Childs, God, Mary
McGrory, the, Frank Chancellor was very, you knepent a lot of time . . .

(Telephone interruption, tape stopped.

RS. ... Roger Mudd, oh, Eric Sevareid, all of, ymow, those, Walter Cronkite, Lord, | spent



a lot of time with him, Mike Wallace; it was a lot interesting people. | met President Johnson
at the White House; | had my picture taken with .hifiere’s anynintelligible word, | don’t
know where it is, but anyway.

MB: Of these people, the ones that stand out in yonid as the ones that you knew the best,
what did you think of them, the ones that you wdrleth . . .?

RS: Oh, clearly, you know, very, very bright, veryliseained, very skillful, experienced. And
| see them, you know in retrospect, | can seeda@tnatural attraction to Senator Muskie. You
know, by and large these people were sensible gptuchoderate, bright, you know, with well,
well-motivated, really wanted, the best public rest at heart.

MB: Attracted to Muskie in what sense?

RS:. Well, it, he rep-, he spoke for them, you knotw@ represented what so many of these
people were, and are. Just the way he conducteselfi the way he spoke, the way he thought,
the way he wrote, what was important to him, yoawnthe issues that he chose and developed,
his approach to problem solving. He was a thorbudisciplined guy.

MB: How would you describe his approach to probleivisg?

RS. Very disciplined, very intellectual, very acader the sense that he would pull it apart.
He had a, he was very bright, and he was, and th@ls&rong intelligence, strong in the sense
that his mind would do battle with issues and puim apart and put them together and pull
them apart. And he’d look at an issue from so ndiffgrent, every perspective he could
conceive of. This, his approach to the Vietham Afad how he gradually realigned himself on
that was fundamental | think, to this, his approakle started reading, when it became, are we
running short on time or something?

MB: You have about five minutes before I'll switchlass.

RS:. He, when it became important, when that issukyrbagan to dominate public life in
America, he set out to get every book, every brgepaper that had ever been written on
Vietnam. He set out to interview, in a sense, ywae who had ever been there. David
Halberstram, for instance. | remember him comiangto the office, and Muskie wanted to talk
to him, you know. “Tell me what your personal esipece has been. You know, don't try to
sell me necessarily, but just tell me what yourezignce has been.” And he did this with
everybody. And he went to Vietnam with Mike Maeddi and another group during this period.
And he just, he was just dogged in his pursudredwers and of the truth. It was, you could
just, it was as though there was a tension: tlaistgust beating at these walls of misinformation,
or disinformation, or inaccuracy, or whatever. W, he just sought the truth.

MB: I think I will switch . . .

End of Side One, Tape One
Side Two, Tape One



MB: As far as your experiences with, you were sahiisghow people were attracted to the
issues that Muskie chose. What were some of the thrat you think were most important to the
Maine people that Muskie selected?

RS: The issues?
MB: Yes.

RS:. Oh, water, air pollution, obviously very importarPlanning issues were important;
intergovernmental relations, how the federal aatestnd the municipal governments worked
together. | think he was, you know, looking ba#kiothe last thirty years, and then you look
back over the last twenty years, or ten years yandsee the shift, the beginnings of the shifting
of power away from Washington on some issues anl teathe states; and how that has
accelerated over the last five, six, seven, eigary. Muskie was talking about this stuff in
1970, you know, twenty-five, thirty years ago.

Ronald Reagan, you know, takes all the creditrigng) to downsize the federal government. |
mean, Muskie had been talking, not from the saniie gerspective, but certainly talking about
those issues with a whole lot more intelligence exygkrience ten, fifteen, twenty years earlier.
Amazing, amazing guy.

MB: How do you feel that working with Muskie impactgou personally as far as your
political beliefs and your, just yourself, your penal experience?

RS: There are two different levels. On a personalld view my experience, my time or years
with Senator Muskie as a very enriched, a verytaxgtime of life, and an experience that |
knew at the time was special. | mean, sometimadgak back on a period and say, “Gee, that
was really terrific.” But at the time you were coigp through it, you didn’t pay much attention
to it. 1 knew at the time that this was going sodne of the richest and most rewarding times in
my life. And it was; in terms of my personal growin terms of how | grew to see the world
around me, and to get a sense of what citizenshap about. And, | don’t know, just a number
of, you know, learning how to, to react, interadwvihe Senator, appreciating his incredible
intellect and his incredible integrity, growingdppreciate that. Seeing him as a real mountain
among men just, he would have made one hell oésigent.

He wasn’t much of a campaigner; it was uncomfoddbi him. He didn’t like, at least on the
national level. He was great in Maine. He’d drareund Maine, you know, buy apple cider and
chat it up with a local person and be completelynfoostable and at home. You can’t do that
when you run for president. Everyone’s after yousomething and they’re, you know, they’re,
and then you've always got the money issues. A&saqlist a, he just, he had too much integrity,
too much, you know, sense of who he was and howyhko much of that is. He just, he had a
hard time accommodating himself to that. But, bblie had ever become president, nobody
ever would have beaten him because he was so gefmdgmwas the real thing and what you saw
is what you got. And you knew that what you wereking at was true; it had a deep keel. He
couldn’t be bought, he couldn’t be, you know, helda’t be traded. He was the genuine article.



MB: Funny that he ran against Nixon.

RS:. Well, is it any wonder that he became so popularthose two months, because he was, he
represented such a contrast, Humphrey, too. Buiimg against Nixon and Agnew, and Agnew
who was a cipher and corrupt right through his s@uid Nixon, the same way, not a cipher, but
certainly corrupted as we finally learned, we efirhed. And, you know, Muskie just was so
genuine that you could disagree on an issue, hukgew that whatever position he had came
right from his soul and right from his intelledt. wasn't, there wasn’t any other, you know,

there was no room for fudging.

MB: As the years passed, how were your early camigtegies different from the strategies
that you used in later elections?

RS. This is in Muskie’s reelection campaigns . . .
MB: For Senate.

RS: ... for Senate, for instance versus runninggmhe was running for Vice President? Well,
| don’t, I'm not really the person to talk to so amuabout the strategies, because | was not, you
know, | was aware of what was going on, but in geohmaking them, that would really have
been Don and George and Berl Bernhard and sontesé tother guys. | suppose the
fundamental strategy is very much the same; thaow do you present the candidate as
forcefully and honestly as you can? Because in thatluskie’s case, the more people saw of
him, the better off he was, the more they learrmmitihim. Very often with a candidate, he
looks great starting out, until you learn somethabgut him. | think George W. Bush is going
to have this problem because nobody knows anytiogit him, and yet it looks like he’s got
the Republican nomination sewed up. Nobody’s $@@n So that’s a potential problem for
them. Elizabeth Dole, same way; she won't talkéss And | think that's an issue, a problem if,
were she to become involved. And usually as teaynl more, their numbers go down. | think
the good thing about Senator Muskie was that thraalways the chance that things were
going to get, you know, the view of him, the pulgerception was going to improve as they got
to know him, because he was so genuine and it wakear. He was the real thing.

MB: From the perspective of the press secretary, whet his weaknesses in the public eye?

RS: He, he wasn't easily sociable. He didn’t makakmalk very well or gracefully

sometimes. And it wasn’t that he was disinteregtedust, he was, there was a lot of shyness in
him. He could be, he could address a thousand@&opn audience and convince every person
in that room that he was talking just to them, ibybu put him in a room with one of them, he
might fall all over himself, by comparison. He vidwever fall over, but he just, he was more
guarded and just not as comfortable in a smallk$seitting, unless he was with his very, very
good friends. But if you, so you set up an intewiwith him and if, you know, he’s apt to be a
little standoffish sometimes. Maybe, a little gaus about his answers because he doesn't really
know the person he’s talking to and doesn’t knogvghbrspective that person is trying to put on

to things.



| remember when Gloria Steinem, this was after@Becampaign, it must have been ‘69 or ‘70,
the Vietnam War issue was very hot and she waalgeacenik, you know. She was very much
opposed to the war, and the Senator had troubdewa$ cautious about abandoning Lyndon
Johnson’s support for the war and the party suppaat the years, although that, it was changed,
changing very quickly. But Muskie was a little taus, and she had asked for an interview
with him and we’d set it up at, it was some, maidae or trepidation, but we set it up. And she
came in and the first question about Vietham was@# a manner, “When did you stop
beating your wife, you know?” Her whole prop-, dasupposition was inaccurate about where
the senator’s thinking was. And then she proce¢dedk it in a way that was, you know, very
demeaning, and he just let her have it. He juestelally became very, very forceful and very
strong and told her that, you know, she was belgavauly basically, and it was an unfair
guestion, and that she hadn’t done her homeworid ghe left in tears, you know, and ran out
and ran right up to George McGovern’s office anchtne and talked to his staff about that brute
of a man, Ed Muskie.

Gloria Steinem, | mean, can you imagine that? rélason | know that is that John Stacks, who
is now, has been, withimeMagazineever since, was McGovern’s press secretary athleat
just come on. And John Stacks had covered Muskiegl the ‘68 campaign foFime Magazie
and I'd gotten to know him really well. And he leal up a few minutes later and he kind of, he
was sort of smiling laughing. He said, “What hgee done to poor Gloria Steinem?” And |
says, “Well, you won’t believe, you know.” But stin’t take, it didn’t take her long to go
right up there where she felt comfortable. Becdweseras the darling, McGovern was the
darling of the anti-war people. That's what gauma,hthat basically won him the nomination in
‘72.

MB: In terms of the differences between the Vice iBeggial election, when he was working
kind of as a team with Humphrey, how was that déife from his senatorial, his independent
senatorial campaign?

RS. Actually, | did not see a lot of difference. Atttk reason is, you know, other, you have to
ask others. But the reason is that, my impressasthat Humphrey gave Muskie his head; said
“You do whatever you want.” You know, they’d gegether once in a while, two or three times
maybe in the two months and talk about things; théked on the phone from time to time. But,
you know, Humphrey was a delight. He’d just sayey, Ed, you know what you’re doing,
you’ve been through this before. Just tell themttiith.”

It was a sort of a, same thing that Harry Trumaa bdm when we went to see him in
Independence, Missouri. You know, he said, wk8ytsaid, “Mr. President, what did you tell
Senator Muskie when you met him?” “Oh,” he saldust told him what | tell everybody, tell
the truth.” But Humphrey just said, “You know, wieeer you'’re doing is fine. They, people
love you; just keep doing it.” So | think in thate presidential race, Muskie felt very
comfortable. You know, he wasn't the star atti@cti Humphrey was, the guy running for
president. And I think he just felt that he coblp Humphrey who he liked a lot. Everybody
liked Hubert Humphrey as a man, and that, Humphegygiven him his head; “Do whatever
you want.” And we had a good time. | mean, it wash more relaxed, comfortable. And the



Senator was so good, | mean, he just wowed folksval the country.

MB: You mentioned that he had more trouble with thel, dealing with the whole country
versus when he was just working in Maine.

RS:. Well it was, when he was campaigning for predsid@rnat was harder than campaigning in
Maine, because people, when you run for presidentyave to be so much to so many people.
And every town you go into, they all want you. Athey all want you to raise some money for
them and vice versa, and they all want your easamething. They all want you to meet their
wives and their sweethearts or their . . . . Yoawnit's just, you're just pulled apart. And
there’s always some special interest that you'wed@aand, you know, it's kind of phony. It's a
circus, it becomes a carnival. And some men aneomfortable in that setting than others;
Muskie was not. | mean, | think, he took what heswloing too seriously to trivialize it with a
lot of stuff he felt he had to do. And it sappéslénergy and it wore him out, you know. He
didn’t, you know, he didn’t see things as cleadyn@ would have otherwise.

MB: What were some of the major strengths and weaksdbat he had during that campaign?
RS:. Which one, the .. .?
MB: The vice presidential.

RS: Well, he was running very comfortably. He wasatlon the issues; he didn’'t need any
training. He didn’t need to say anything. He &hamphrey, you know, were very tight in terms
of where they stood on issues, so that he dideltiie had to mince his words. The whole thing
was a lark. | mean, he, you know, nobody knew Naisk a national figure, really. He wasn't a
celebrity, you know. He was known among peoplapsas politicians and up, but he was not a
household name. And overnight he became one. itAmas fun; it was fun for all of us, it was
fun for him. It was fun for all of us. What wdsetother part of that question?

MB: Some of the weaknesses of the campaign?

RS. God, hard to say there were very many weaknedsasure there wasn’t as much money
as we would have liked to have had, but . . .

(Phone interruption - tape stoppéd.
MB: As far as the weaknesses, you mentioned mondyat Were some of the incidents that
occurred? | know that they discussed the incidehlew Hampshire when there was, like, a lot

of animosity against him from the, what was ited#® The press in that area.

RS. That was in the, that was in ‘72. | don’t thiwke had any, | don’t remember any problems
in New Hampshire in ‘68.

MB: Oh, okay.



RS: The key incident in that whole campaign was ittléiWashington, PA. When in, right in
the town square there’s a platform, and Muskie wasldress it and he was introduced. And
there was a young man standing right in front af down in the street who was shouting, you
know, in a disruptive way, “We have to listen taisybut you never listen to us.” Something like
that. And Muskie said, “Okay. ” He said, “I| wardwto come up here and | want you to talk to
us and you tell us what you want to say, and I'nmgdo listen to every word you say. And I'm
going to ask you then, when you're through, teelsto what | say.” And the kid said “Okay,”
jumped right up on the platform. And he got, Masgave him the mike and this kid railed on
about Vietnam and how you're killing all the, dlig stuff, all of the rhetoric that was so
obvious. And he kind of, the kid was all fired apd he charged into this thing and about five
minutes later you could see he was starting touirsteam and he’d run out of ideas and the
rhetoric. And everyone’s looking at him, and &k thational television cameras are on him, and
he kind of petered out. And then he sort of, yoaw, gave the mike back to Senator Muskie.
And Muskie said, “Thank you very much, I've listeh® everything you said, and here,” you
know. And then he went on to give his side of gsiand there was a huge applause, and the
network people went crazy.

And | remember going to Dick Dubord, who was ond&/oiskie’s oldest and dearest friends
from, he was a lawyer in Waterville. And Dick hemime on as maybe an associate or deputy
campaign manager, but he was the one that thessemas most comfortable with and traveled
with all the time. He was always there with hintéease he really knew the senator very well,
and he knew how he reacted to incidents. So | weebick and | said, “Boy.” And | said,
“These guys, these television people need timeedd this, and they’re very,” it was a noon time
rally, “And they’re really anxious to get it baak New York for the six o’clock, we ought to
stop the campaign here a while and let them madie filleds.” Because they had to take the
film out to some, whether they were . . . . | ddhihk they had direct feed then so they would
have had to have the film, you know, processedtlaeil flown to New York. So it was, and
then they wanted to continue; they wanted to comtithe. Wait a minute, let me just get this ..

(Telephone interruption - taped stopped.

RS:. So I talked to Dick and he stopped the campagtt there. We just sort of holed up for a
half-hour, an hour, or whatever it took so thatThecorrespondents could file their stuff and
then get back on the bus and the plane. And, s& dan’'t remember how long we waited, but it
may be a half-hour, an hour. They fed, and of e®@all the networks led with that that night and
it put Muskie into orbit in one day. | mean, itsy&verybody from then on, everybody wanted
to know, wanted to see him and who was this maogioan?

And it was funny, it cut both ways. To the peopleo were opposed to the war and were
unforgiving of Humphrey for his support of the Rdest, of Johnson all this time. It looked like
Muskie was firm with this kid, and strong, and skeoMhim up. To those who were opposed to
the war, those who were opposed to the war saw Muaska conciliator and a, as someone who
was sympathetic, empathetic to, and who listengatmg people. Because there was a, the
sixties had been a wild divisive time, not only &ese of the war but also because of the pill and
all the hippie business and the drugs and it. @kexs this enormous rift developed between
traditional American values and the new values,tedex. And Muskie, by this one gesture, had



straddled both camps and, to the extent that keotips saw him as being their man. And so he
really became a real celebrity, that one event.

MB: Was that really, you said that you would consitiet the major . . .

RS. Yeah, | think that’s, because that's what reallyablished him in the public’s mind as a fair
person, as a person who would listen.

MB: How did you feel about traveling around the cognivhat were some of your experiences
on the road?

RS: It would have been better if Joanie [Shepherd]len with me. You know, you don't,
families don't travel, you know, except for the datate. But it was a real hoot; it was just a
lark. | grew to see America as about the sizewhBerland County, you know, or no more than
the State of Maine. | mean, in around six houns gan drive from one end of the state to the
other. And then with airplane travel, we had aj ¥now, your own campaign jet, and the
country was six hours long, or wide. And, whictem you got so used to getting on and off the
plane and usually flying for an hour and a hali tiwo and a half hours to the next, then it just,
everything just, the country became so small. koaw, you could fly to, | remember one time
we were in Los Angeles heading east, and we hadakfast event in Los Angeles, we stopped
in New Mexico or Arizona for an airport rally araigou know, kind of mid-morning. We flew
on to Grand Ole Opry; where is that, Arkansas, €ssae?

MB: I'm not sure.
RS. Memphis? | think it's Memphis.
MB: That's Tennessee.

RS: Tennessee, for a late afternoon, or maybe, maghlead an appearance or, you know, with
the Grand Ole Opry. But | remember going into thaater and then doing an event there, and
then landing back in Washington, you know, in tifmedinner. All in one day! You know, four
events, Los Angeles, New Mexico or Arizona, Mempk¥ashington, in one day. And it was so
easy. Because you get back on the plane, youdeneal, and it was time to land again. You
know, you’'d try to organize your stuff, you'd ansvegiestions or whatever, have your meal, get
out of the plane, you're on your way again; incbeli

MB: What was Muskie like on the road? You said healree tired after much campaigning.

RS: Yeah, not so much in the, in this first campaigte was, he was strong right through it,

and he was having a good time. | mean, that wasnpyession. It was a very up experience. |
think the presidential campaign was very tiresoaréhfm for all the reasons that I've tried to
suggest. He just temperamentally wasn’'t comfoetalhking a lot of small talk with a lot of
small-town pols, and having, you know, having ebexdy coming at him. And he was expected
to, you know, pretend that these were the most itapbpeople he’'d ever met in his life, and
what their pitch, whatever it was, their issuelait, you know, that he was supposed to embrace



this. It's hard; it's very . . . . Now some peoglad of do this and roll with it and, but the
Senator took what he did very seriously. And he,w& had such a desire to excel, you know,
such a desire to make himself proud, to make Mpainad of him, to make his family proud of
him, make his friends proud of him. And he, yowwn he was a driven guy in that regard. He
really wanted to do his best. He didn’'t want tokdanediocre ever, or run-of-the-mill.

MB: Were you still with him for the other campaign?

RS. Atthe start. | left in April of ‘71.

MB: And what . . .?

RS. It was before New Hampshire.

MB: What were your reasons for leaving?

RS: | had, we had friends who worked at the White $&and we saw, in Johnson’s White
House. And we saw what the White House did to [geapd | was absolutely convinced Muskie
was going to get elected president. When | deciddelave, he was ahead of Nixon by twelve,
fifteen points in the public opinion polls, you kmothe Gallup, the Harris polls, about fifteen
points ahead. All of the leading Democrats hadesetl him, and | was just sure he was going
to get elected president. Inconceivable that,latetided that | really didn’t want to work in the
White House. | was doing him a favor. Becauseifvas going to work, you know, if he was
going to be president he needed people who welagyibble, desirous to be there with him, to
work seven days a week, twelve, fourteen hoursyawllaatever it took. And I just, that was
more than | wanted to do. Because, you know, waetiva little children at that point, and they
were very important to me and it was just, | wasto

MB: You had described . . .

(Telephone interruption - tape stopped.

MB: ...in the first, in the vice presidential caargm, that one incident that you felt . . .

RS: Washington, PA, right?

MB: What would you say was the equivalent of thatli@ second election?

RS: | was not aboard for most of the actual camp#igne, and | don’t think there was one. Of
course the one that everybody remembers was tlposeg tears by the Senator in front of the
Manchester Union, Union Leader Manchester, New Hampshire.

MB: Do you think that they were tears, or do youkrmat they weren’t?

RS: | don't know, and it doesn't, it never matteredie. | never understood why anyone . . . . |
think the senator was just so frustrated, so fatistt, by the campaign in general, and by these



awful things that William Loeb was saying about fand about Jane. It just was intolerable,
and | think it just, he just showed the depth affeeling. It was too bad, | think, that he ever
did that but, it was a terrible thing for Loeb tave done. It was, the dirty tricks in that
campaign, you know, we talk about dirty tricks. eyhreally began in modern times in that
campaign. The Republicans were terribly clevekxadNis people were so clever.

You've been told about the Stanley Ulassowiaunds likewho was a former New York
policeman who was head of security for, or heathefspying, really, for the Nixon campaign?
This all came out later in hearings in the Senaté) Congress; | don’t know in the Senate or
not. But somehow they found out, that is the Nipeople found out where, who, the name of
the cab driver that was carrying documents backfarid between the Senate office on the Hill
and the campaign office downtown. These were ssquegpers, proposed speeches, scheduling,
all this information going back and forth. Todawould have all been faxed, but in those days
it wasn’t, and the campaign hired a cab driveg driver, somebody, to drive this material back
and forth. And the Nixon people found out abois,thribed the driver so that he would, there
was a third stop in between. And everything gaing way or the other would be Xeroxed at a
neutral point and then sent on. So that they kriegy, knew his issues, they knew his travel
plans, and they just did some extraordinarily ctéliengs with that information.

It's very sad. But, and there were a number o$¢hespionage stories that came out of that
campaign, but those were the, that was the campedlily that established, there had always
been dirty tricks in politics, but | don’t rememlzrything like that in ‘68. And the old timers,
people who had done this, you know, long beforénleaer had any memory of that, ‘64, ‘58,
‘60, you know.

MB: How had your feelings about politics or your exgece with politics changed you by the
time that it was all over?

RS: | don't think | was changed so much, becausénkthremained true basically to who |

was. | understood who | was a lot better. And tieision to leave Senator Muskie, as hard as
that was, represented that part of me that wasllimyvio go forward with it. But it certainly
opened my eyes to a world out there that | neverdvbave known. And every time | read in
the newspaper today, | can read between the foesknow. And | understand what’s going on
very often, or at least | have questions about \slgating on. You know, there’s a perspective,
point of view, an understanding of human natureyrasherstanding of political, political human
beings; you know, how they work.

MB: You talked about your family that was at homéhat time. When did you meet your
wife?

RS: Oh, Lord, | met Joanie in 1956, ‘55, somethirkg lihat.
MB: How?

RS. At a party in Portland when | was in college stdmutual friends.



(Someone at door - tape turned )off.

MB: And were you, you were a newsman at that time?
RS: No, | was still in college.

MB: Oh, okay.

RS. She took advantage of me at a very early age.
MB: So when did you get married?

RS: In 1965.

MB: That was when you were involved with . . .

RS. With Senator Muskie, yup.

MB: So, did you move into this house that we're iwflo

RS:. Oh, no, no. We, see, we were married when livdgashington, when | was working in
Washington. We moved into this house when we mbaatk from Washington.

MB: Tell me a little bit about your family, your ctifen and . . .?

RS:. Well, we have three children now. We had onerafte got, moved here to Brunswick.
We've got two daughters, both married, both witle child, and both pregnant, so. We have
two grandchildren. Each is one and a half roughdgh of them. My daughters are sort of in
sync here, doing the same thing. And that’s it.

MB: When you returned to Maine after you stopped wagrkvith Muskie, what did you do?
RS: I initially worked for Governor Curtis, and | wad_egislative Assistant, a speech writer for
him, handled press. And then | worked for himtfeo years and then left and went into real
estate and have been involved in real estate ewes.s

MB: That was a lot of the people and the phone wadle people . . .

RS. Yes, yes, inquiring about rentals and all thadkof stuff.

MB: Tell me about your time with Governor Curtis? wHaas that different from your time
with Governor Muskie and so forth?

RS:. Well, it was a lot less pressure, being goveoia relatively small state. And this was
during Governor Curtis’ second term, so he’d alyeadn reelection. So, the focus here was on
a legislative program. There was far less politic, in the focus, because he couldn’t run



again for governor, obviously. So we were readlgusing on a very progressive legislative
package, and | think we had a lot of success. @anis was a very different man than Senator
Muskie; no less intent about doing a really goda jaut he was a much more laid back
personality. He was, he was less private, lesslehy reserved, more comfortable out in public,
you know, in a small crowd of people. But a varieresting man. Ken Curtis is a wonderful
man and | must say, for seven or eight or nines pinten years that | was involved in politics
and public, I had probably two of the finest whe@eserved. And then on a staff level, | was
blessed by having wonderful, | mean, you know, Diicoll and George Mitchell and men of
these, these are lifetime standouts. These aggtwt you never forget, you never, you
always respect, and that you cherish the memdras/bu’ve had with them.

MB: You mentioned . ..

RS: | mean, you're proud of that time, you're proddtat time frame in your life because what
you were doing was useful and helpful in a prettydense, and you were dealing with
honorable men and women.

MB: When you found out that Muskie ended up not wigrthe election, did you regret having
left?

RS: No, never regretted it. It was an enormous freli¢hink there are temperaments that ought
to be working on presidential campaigns, and teaipents that shouldn’t be. And | made the
right choice.

MB: Who replaced you?

RS: Dick, oh, wonderful guy frorifthe Boston GlobeOh, | can’t believe it. His name is
eluding me now, but he was a terrific guy, a gesgise of humor. The Senator really enjoyed
his company, he was the perfect guy. He’s reti@a but he went on, afterwards went back to
the Globg at a very, he may have been managing editoistagsimanaging editor, something at
theGlobe He had a, Dick Stewart, Stewart, Dick Stewantely guy.

MB: How did you perceive Maine politics just, you kndhroughout your entire experience
and afterward, and how had politics of Maine chal?ge

RS: | don't know that it changed a whole lot. | tkinvell, an interesting thing has happened.

It had been very Republican obviously, all thromginch of this century, and the Senator was the
guy that turned it all around and made it a twaypatate. And then for a while it was very, very
Democratic. It has swung back now, | think, tongemuch more independent, and it’s, and a
real two party state. Senator Muskie, Governor humade that possible initially. And really,

| think in the process of reestablishing the Deratg;rit made the Republican Party far more
responsible because they suddenly had to be campet5o, you know, | think by and large,

the Republicans have done a better job than theydAwave if it hadn’t been for Senator

Muskie.

End of Side Two, Tape One



Side One, Tape Two

MB: Did you remain close to Muskie or to any of tlileers people that you had met while
working for him?

RS: | saw the Senator only occasionally after | kefh. And it's just that our paths didn't,

didn’t cross, you know, and he was, all his times\sa scheduled. | mean, he, you know, he
didn’t win the nomination in ‘72 but he did, youdim, continue on, of course, in the Senate as a
very senior and responsible member, then was $egret State. And he just, and then got into
private practice and, very busy guy. Also, oue$i\got very busy. We started buying up a lot of
these old houses on the street, and | worked vag, land | still do. So it just wasn’t the, you
know, with kids growing up and all, little leagueds just, it's hard to do all the things. | think
one of the spin-offs from this whole experience wagnse of the responsibility as a citizen.
And | did serve on, ran, served on the Brunswigkit@ouncil for twelve years, and tried to, you
know, bring the same kind of sensible approackhit, | had sort of absorbed through the
Muskie years and Curtis years, to the town couroivas chairman for three years and | found
that very interesting work.

MB: What were your responsibilities at that, as ai@dfen of the Board of Selectmen?
RS:. The town council?
MB: Yes.

RS. Town council. Well, it's sort of a honorary magbip, you know, you cut ribbons and do
that stuff. Basically, you preside at meetings poafre one of nine votes. They don’t give you
a crown or anything to wear, but it’s just a, yoa the spokesperson for the town, basically.
And you represent its best interests and pursuggrpolicies, grants and things that are going
to, you know, you have the opportunity to focug#tibn really, help create the debate.

MB: As far as your real estate endeavors, whatikdttb work, to, what's the real estate
business like in Maine, and in Brunswick?

RS:. Well, for us, | am a broker, and a designatedkdaro| have my own agency, but | do not
sell real estate. | can, but | don’t. | manageAihd we have, what we bought, basically, were
old antique houses with wonderful histories. Anid has proven to be my first love, our first
love. We love old houses and we've been in agsir873, in the business of restoring old
houses. And we’ll never get caught up, never igethed, but they’re wonderful houses and a
lot of history. We own the house that Governor & Dunlap built here on Federal Street, 27
Federal Street. We own the house that Henry Wadbkwongfellow moved to when he moved
here to Brunswick to teach at Bowdoin College; &eied his bride over that threshold. It's a
true story, true story.

MB: Have | missed anything important from your expece that you want to tell; any stories
that...?



RS: No. | would, I think the reason | have lookedaiard so to doing this is that, as I've gotten
older and wiser in the world, and as I've, as wedlleyou know, gone through the pain of the
last Clinton year or two, | appreciate more thaaravhat Muskie meant to me and to the
country as a whole. He was a thoroughly believablman being. He was everything that
Richard Nixon wasn’t. On the personal level, he weaerything that Bill Clinton had trouble
bringing himself to be. He was, he had so muabgrty. He had, he respected others and he
wanted their respect. He told the truth. Andaswt that he was a, you know, a wimp or a
pansy, it was just that it was clear when you weit@s presence that virtue was important, that
telling the truth, of voting straight, you know,idg what was right for, you know, for the
public. This is what really mattered. And how ymed your life. His family was so important
to him, his wife and his children. And he waskelto think of him as being an Old World
parent. His father immigrated. His mother | thimis born here, but she was first generation,
and ...

(Telephone interruption - taped turned pff.

RS:. We were talking about Muskie’s integrity and family. | always viewed his relationship
with his family as, in a sense, the old Europea&awi Where the father was the breadwinner, the
protector of the family, you know, that he was tble model, he was the person that was out in
the world. But he was there at night; he was theprotect. He was there to make sure that the
kids, you know, had whatever they needed.

And | think it was in this role of sort of an OlddAld father and husband that he became so
vulnerable to these dirty tricks that they triegtdl on Jane Muskie, because he was absolutely
incensed that anyone could treat another man’stivefeway in public life, just incensed. And
he was right. It was terrible what they were doibgvas, you know, it was dirty tricks and at a
level that should never have been involved. Beyth think maybe they understood that about
the senator, that he did have this very responaifiteide towards his family.

He, so, you know, the summing up, that he represeexerything that I think Americans really
want and like to grow to expect in their publicdess. There were no closets, no skeletons, no,
nothing to hide.

And | remember, one little anecdote, how he wasessitive to how things would appear, not
just whether it was right or wrong, or legal oedhl, but what would the appearance be. Right
after the ‘68 campaign, everybody wanted storiesihim; everybody wanted to interview
him. Playboymagazine, which did, then, had begun doing aflsedous political reporting,

had tried and tried and tried to set up an intevvidhey had hired a writer from New York who
had called me probably every other day for six hsittying to set this thing up. And we kept
putting it off. The Senator wouldn’t respond, yoww; he’d just sort of groan whenever we
brought this thing up, and he just simply didn’tnvéo do it. The reporter finally moved to
Washington to be closer by. He thought the re&sowasn’t getting this interview was because
he was too far away and, you know, it's too awkwiardet it up and maybe if he were available
on five-minute notice.

And so | finally went to the senator and | saidptiyknow, this guy has been after us for six



months and he’s moved down here to be nearby angbheknow, we ought to give him an up
or down, you know, just in fairness.” He said, @wob, he said, | don’t want to do this.” He
said, “The issue that this appears in is goingetthie first issue where they’re going to have a
male centerfold.” And | thought to myself, “God aths he thinking about?” Of course it was
two months, three months later wh@asmohad Henry Kissinger in the buff, a centerfold. It
wasn’t Henry Kissinger, it was Reynolds, Burt Relggspand everyone was just bowled over by
the whole thought of a male centerfold. But thenpis, the Senator, Senator Muskie, didn’t
want to be associated in any way with an instrurfikata magazine that was suspect. He just
couldn’t do it. Even though he knew, he knew thatreadership was young and male and was
very much involved in the Vietnam issue and he @¢dwave maybe, you know, made some
points with these people, but he just, just wouldi' it. | mean, everybody else had had major
articles on them, iPlayboy. He wouldn’t do it; he wouldn’t do it. Aside - What's up,

Richard?

(Tape stoppedl.

RS: ... now having gone through what we’ve gonedlh, it just, and how he would have
rolled in his grave.

MB: Over the Clinton . . ..? Do you feel that theftects how the party has changed, how the
Democratic Party has changed?

RS: No, no. No, | don't think Bill Clinton’s persohlife has anything to do with the party. |
just, you know, | think he’s, he’s such a brighygnd he’s so talented, and he’s such a colossal
screw-up. | just can’t believe it. | really, ykoow, it almost gives being really bright a bad
name. Someone who is, you know, not as quickighbrbut is a better person maybe is better
for that job. | don’t think you have to be supeght. You have to have a lot of, sort of

common sense, and a lot of integrity and stuff.d Athink that, and | don’t mean integrity

means that you don’t drink or smoke or, you kndwat tyour life has been, has been perfect from
day one. I'm not, | don't like to get into the natity at all. But there has to be a, you knows, it’
ideally it's better that way, because, | mean,jii'st, to put the country through that.

And | resent the Republicans. I'm far more conagwve now than | was, and | resent the
Republicans putting the country through that, teegause they should have known from day one
it was never going to wash. The Senate was neirgdo convict and it really wasn’t an
impeachable offense. You know, it was, off-timé&aor does not, | mean, there’s no public. |
mean, lying under oath is, but on a private matterean, it’s just, if he’s lying about espionage,
or he’s lying about taking a bribe from the Russjar anybody, you know, that’'s what we’re
talking about, impeachable. If you're talking abadnat Nixon did, you know, those were
impeachable and that'’s really using government pama, on-the-job sense, you know, to hurt.
You know, that’s the abuse of power. That is afspower. What Clinton did is stupid, you
know, it's petty. It's gutter stuff, but it's nanpeachable. So the Republicans, | think, really
gave themselves a black eye on this. If Georg8¥gh doesn’t come through for them, it’s
going to be Al Gore or, or Bill Bradley. And ortarg, the Democrats have two very strong
candidates, in terms of ability. Al Gore I thirka little bit too liberal for me now, ideally, but
he’s competent, clearly competent. He’s boringt’'thhis biggest problem. Boring.



MB: At least he’s not as exciting as Clinton has Hataly.

RS: No. And that'’s the thing, Clinton is so goodhefe’s been never anyone who has been a
better public speaker than he. Ad lib, | meagpii gave Ronald Reagan a good written speech,
he’d do a good job on it, but Clinton does a bgtibrthan any of them right off the top of his
head. He can reach people, he can motivate theaimove them. Whew. He can come on
to their daughters, you know, after the topic.

MB: Shall we end on that note?
RS: Yeah.
MB: Okay, thank you very much.

RS: But you know, the Clinton, | mean, the Clintomthhas put Muskie in my mind so much
in focus, that for that period of time that | wasalved with him, I’'m very proud of what | did.
Proud of what | did and I'm proud of, that he reqaneted Maine. He represented the best we
have. And he was, he was everything. Not an passon, you know; he was cantankerous
sometimes, but a wonderful flashpoint. | mean,whe blew up it was an act of nature.

MB: Do you remember any incidents in particular?

RS: Oh, you never forget them, no. Throwing thingsy know, throwing papers down. “God
dammit all, why can’t,” but it wasn’t personal. Y&now, you'd sit there and listen to it and
you'd say, “Oh, | hope it's over soon,” you knovnd it was always for a reason, and you could
understand. | mean, he was frustrated,; he waskgow, he was doing his level best and
something wasn’t working out the way he hoped entlay he had planned or subordinates may
have screwed up and left him vulnerable. And he vey direct. But it was not a personal
thing and as soon as it was over, it was overag done. Nothing ever . ... And he was very
loyal to his, anyone working for him, very loyallever fired anybody, never, you know. If you
were working for Ed Muskie, he would make sure f1ad a job forever. You, know, if you

were halfway competent, | mean, I’'m not talkingwauldn't, carrying dead weights, but he
was very loyal. He just, no matter how he may haved at you in private, you know, because
of something you did. But it was never a persdmalg, it was a big difference between saying
“You are the most ignorant sonofabitch that everked for me,” you know. That's very
personal. Rather than, “This speech is not, how smpposed to get up and, you know.” Very
different, very different.

He was a driven man. And I, we went down for hghgeth birthday party, flew down, spent a
couple nights, and Aaron had that big party. AadMalked in to the ballroom just after we’'d
gotten there and he said, “Hi Bob.” | mean, it wasf he had just seen me the day before.
Eighty years old, just as spry, gave a little tal&t night; he was just as sharp as he ever was.
And then the next thing you know he’s dead, andthimking “What?” But then it wasn’t, he
had a clot in his leg, and | thought, “My God, pleoaren’t supposed to die with clots in your
leg. What sort of nonsense is that?” | still,duid, | mean | just, | guess once you, at that age,



you’re having surgery, anything can happen. Held &a heart attack. He was such a strong,
vital man. | mean, he was never frail, never fr&len at eighty he was upright.

Lovely guy, lovely man, should have been Presidémbean, he was such a great person. There
are not very many men that | would say that akibat, he should have been President, but he
should have been. Because he would have beerafhisanbright and he was such a consensus
builder. And he would have reached out to the Rbpans and he would have, you know, put
together programs that people could live with argd.j And on big decisions, you know, the
bomb decisions, he was so prudent and conscioushugreally what you need. He was

terrific. Well, that’s all, all I know.

MB: Thank you very much.

End of Interview
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