Bates College

SCARAB

Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library

4-18-2004

Stedman, Dixie (Moore) oral history interview

Andrea LHommedieu

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh

Recommended Citation

L'Hommedieu, Andrea, "Stedman, Dixie (Moore) oral history interview" (2004). Edmund S. Muskie Oral
History Collection. 372.

https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/372

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library
at SCARAB. It has been accepted for inclusion in Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection by an authorized
administrator of SCARAB. For more information, please contact batesscarab@bates.edu.


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh
https://scarab.bates.edu/archives
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/372?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F372&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:batesscarab@bates.edu

Interview with Dixie (Moore) Stedman by Andrea L'’Hommedieu
Summary Sheet and Transcript

Interviewee
Stedman, Dixie (Moore)

Interviewer
L’'Hommedieu, Andrea

Date
April 18, 2004

Place
Bath, Maine

ID Number
MOH 433

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Research Purposes Onlyfor all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskieves and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mair#04018.

Biographical Note

Dixie Ann (Moore) Stedman was born November 3, 1@ddartland, Maine. She grew up in a
Republican family, but became a Democrat. As aager and college student, she worked in
Perry Furbush’s law office. At the time of thigarview she worked at Bath Iron Works and
lived in Bath, Maine.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family backgrduRartland, Maine community; and
description, recollections and anecdotes of Peurp#sh.

Indexed Names

Coffin, Frank Morey

Furbush, Cynthia

Furbush, Marion
Furbush, Perry



Humphrey, Hubert H. (Hubert Horatio), 1911-1978
McCarthy, Eugene J., 1916-2005

Muskie, Edmund S., 1914-1996

Nicoll, Don

Nixon, Richard M. (Richard Milhous), 1913-1994
Smith, Clyde Harold

Smith, Margaret Chase, 1897-1995

Stedman, Dixie (Moore)

Warren, Joseph

Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Dixie Stedman on Af8th, the year 2004
in Bath, Maine, and this is Andrea L'Hommedieu.uldo/ou start by giving me your full name,
including your maiden name?

Dixie Stedman: My name is Dixie Ann Moore Stedman.

AL:  And where and when were you born?

DS: | was born in Hartland, Maine, November 3rd4éX.

AL: And did you grow up in that area?

DS: 1did, | graduated from high school in Hartlafdm Hartland Academy.
AL: And what was that area like when you were gnowip?

DS: Well, it was much the same as it is today at this a small town, it's remained a small
town, and | would guess that the population has egmained fairly constant or decreased
slightly. It was always a town that was dependgun a very few number of industries. When
| was growing up there was a tannery in town, andraery, it's odd that they're so rhyming.
And the cannery, which was owned by Baxter's, wemif business some time during the time
that | was in high school, and the tannery actuatiged up moving into that facility and
expanding its leather processing into that aread #ow it's a, essentially a one-industry town
which is associated with certainly a type of hemgnufacturing and a process that involves a
lot of technology these days, much more so thdiditvhen | was living there. It was a town
that was, there's a smell associated with leatttaregsing that is reduced these days, because of
environmental restrictions, but growing up in Hantll that was very much part of the
community, you were aware of that.

And also when . . . . The cannery, which was ihgubduction and was at the end of the street
where | lived, and that was a case where they weanearily processing vegetables so that had to
do with the harvesting season. So late summdy, 8aptember was their prime time and that



also generated quite an awareness of them, beo&tlse smells that were associated with that
as well.

AL: And what was the town like politically?

DS: I'mnotsure | know. Itwas, | did know a ity grandmother was a Republican. She was
actually a friend of Margaret Chase Smith, andelveere a number of people in Hartland who
had that same association with her, because MarGaese Smith's husband had worked in
Hartland as a school administrator, an area adtramds, something similar to that, and so they
had lived there and a number of people knew ClyddlSand then his wife as well. And during
the time that | was young, Margaret Chase Smithiw&8ashington and my mother would, my
grandmother rather, would often go to area meetmg®metimes there would be phone calls.
It wasn't a close friendship, it was somewhere betwan acquaintance and a friendship but
certainly it was probably, certainly it was polédlc And | was well aware that my grandmother
was a Republican, and there were several other wamiwn that | knew through her who |
had a strong impression of. But not much elsejingt nothing beyond that. I'm not aware of
other races, in terms of political races partidylar

AL: Your parents weren't politically involved then?

DS: They were not, they were not. My father rantfe school board once and he found that
quite a trial and, town politics. Of course they parents attended the town meetings and those
were politics on a local level which were prettyaiving for people who got involved with it.

And certainly during that time it was a time whemnduld say a real majority of people attended
the town meetings. | don't know what the circumesés are now. They still have them, of
course, every year in Hartland, but | don't knovatthe attendance is like, or the interest in
them.

AL: So, how old were you when you worked in Peuybiash's office? And how did you
come to work in his office?

DS: Perry wanted a, he always worked for the Sihidaine as title attorney and he primarily
was involved with researching titles for land tajsror projects associated with road building.
And | have no idea if that was a full time job,smmething that was a portion of that but it was,
during the time that | knew him he was always eegag some capacity. So he would be off
some part of every week doing that work and he deither be working in something like
Somerset County, where he could work in Skowhebanthat was only random because he
could be in other parts of the state as well. pnsa lot of time in York County, and during
those times he would stay away for the week whalevas working. But what that meant was
that he primarily had a law practice on weekendshat was when he was doing his work in his
house.

He had a very large, actually very historic house lae had two rooms which comprised his
office, he had a waiting room and an office whezesaw clients. And he needed somebody to
work weekends for him, or some portions of thoseesi subject to whatever was going on. And



so | believe he called the high school in town,chhivas Hartland Academy, and | think he was
given my name through that process. That seemmsk@ the most sense, and I think that's what
happened. And I believe | started working for Hianly young in that | would have been, if not
a freshman, a sophomore, because | worked withalithe time | was in high school. And then
when | was in college and to some extent beyondnthavould call me, and | worked as, just for
the four or five hours on whatever jobs that he ¢aitig, and it would always be in association
with some clients and he needed work drawn up., Ahdourse, this is before we had copiers of
any kind of quality or word processors of anythswgeverything was done on a typewriter with
carbon paper, so things were fairly laborious. Amaking multiple copies of documents was
only done through carbons, or repeated developofahem. So | learned a great deal by doing
all of these things repeatedly.

Lots of, because . ... Perry could probablydferred to as a country lawyer in terms of the
work that he did locally. There was lots of wiisd probating estates, and deeds, real estate
transfers, some lawsuits but not a great dealditisome collections work, which he probably
didn't mind it. It doesn't strike me as interegtmork, but | don't think that he minded it too
much; it was sort of a process so that meant &e#ted just the process to collect overdue
accounts. And | think there was always a fair nendf clients in that regard, because so many
people had arrangements with others whereby thbgrdbartered or they had accounts that
could last for a long period of time. And you abgke how they would become overdue, so
there was a certain amount of collection work i dinea.

AL: In working there, did you get to know him ansd tamily at all? And what were your
impressions of him?

DS: Yes, his children, his one daughter, there avdg one daughter and her name | believe is
Cynthia. She was grown and not living at homehgytime | was there. His wife Marion was a,
| believe, primary school teacher, meaning kindgegaschool teacher, in the Palmyra school
system, and she had taught school for many yedrsa@mtinued to teach for many, many years.
I'm sure it's safe to say she taught well pastsamiyof regular retirement age. And she was
probably always home, certainly on weekends shddumave been home.

They had a large house - how to describe the aathite? It was built on an area called Warren
Hill in Palmyra and it was historic in that the \WWem family came up from Massachusetts when
Maine was still Massachusetts. And the story a,tand Perry had done some work in this
regard, that the person who was sent up therelvedsrother, the not-well-thought-of, in-trouble
brother of Joseph Warren, who | think was one efdavelopers of anesthesia. | could be
incorrect in this, but it was a medical, he wa®etdr and there was a reason for his renown, and
the name was Joseph Warren. So the younger bwtsegiven this land, the family was, either
purchased or was given the land up there and theggy brother was sent up to build the house.
And it was called Warren Hill for that reason,rthbecause it did in fact, if you, if you look at
the land from the big picture there was a hill ag@ment and it sloped down towards town, but
it's not apparent if you're close to the house.

And the house had Indian shutters in all of thensgoin all of the formal rooms, and those are



the shutters that pull out from inside the framithe window. They're wooden and they push
into the walls and are hidden, but they pull slubrm a wooden barrier, and those were to
prevent Indian arrows from penetrating the hou®erry was well versed in the history of the
house and was, as | said had done a good bit &f mwpas he traveled around, to investigate
different leads that had to do with its history.

He told me, it's possible that | saw these, | retveml think | saw these as opposed to it just
being a memory, but he told me that there wereestpnarters in the back of his house where,
because this was a farm, it was a working farmd Raerry had farmed it himself before the time
that | knew him, but you could see that there Warge acres that surrounded this area. And it
was a believable story that there would have bleankind of a situation, that they would have
had the crops there that would have required a f@mooe. Since that time, | don't absolutely
know if that was the case, if in fact slaves wesptlon the property or not. And it's, there'sta lo
of scholarship these days that sort of discreditesof those older stories about whether or not,
or the extent to which there might have been slavéise State of Maine. | mean, were they
actually here and working? | don't know. Buttthas the, that was the story. And . ...

AL:  And how old was Perry at the time that you warkigh school working for him?
DS: That's a good question.
AL: I'mtrying to get an idea of what part of hfe he was at.

DS: It would be helpful to know how old he was whendied, but I'm guessing that he was in
his sixties. He did not live to be particularlygletly in any way, and so it's possible that he was
in his mid-fifties when | knew him. | think thatat makes sense, and that | might have known
him over a ten to fifteen year period. And he wasgskie was a senator at that point in time, he
was no longer, he was in Washington, and that ntight put some time frame to it as well.

AL: So we're in the sixties when you started waykor him?

DS: Definitely. | graduated from high school if7,/&o0 it's something like '64 through '67 was
the time period that | worked for him during thglnischool time, and as | said always after that.
| always, there were always reasons to see hiragoéntly, primarily to do this work. But he
would also phone me at times. When | was in scheakould call and talk about different
things, and it was politics. He liked to talk abpolitics and he liked to talk to young people
who had an interest in it. And as the differemhpaigns occurred over the years, primarily the
presidential ones, they were always a great safrcdormation, or discussion for him.

And his habits were rather nocturnal. He woulditemend his working day, if he was working
at home his working day would end early afternamif | was working | probably rarely would
ever do anything beyond four o'clock, and I'm sweeate dinner and went to bed early. But
that's because he was in the habit of getting tywa@br three in the morning and beginning his
work day, so that's when he did a lot of the legadk himself, that which he was researching or
whatever. And then if he saw clients it was alwiaythe early morning hours. And he would



essentially probably be through with his, mostisfork day by eleven in the morning, and |
would continue on to finish documents that neetleat, he had pushed out in the course of the
morning.

And he would often, at that point, listen to thdica He was always placing bets on horses, a
big part of his personality, and he had a strotgrast in all the horse racing. And he was in
Scarborough Downs every summer, he spent time dlogne. He and his wife would go and
stay in a nearby motel or small portable trailearsamething, I'm not sure what they called them
back then, but it was kind of a social thing famhiBut in addition to that he was following the,
most of the races in the country. And it was dussat that time to place bets, it was illegal but
you could place bets through individuals by ph@re& he would do this.

And part of my time working with him was that heiggt me how to handicap horses and
handicap races by a certain system. And the futwveds the horses and the racing, so he liked
to place bets on races that he thought that helsmd on television in the afternoon, on
Saturday afternoon. He either wanted to be thehe avanted to see it. He wasn't interested in
betting for betting's sake as far as | know. Aeduould have the newspapers and he would
know which races were being run, and he had afaount of information which was racing
magazines and papers, so there was a lot of bfatfitas available in that regard. And you
knew which horses were running, and then you'd bavesearch their backgrounds and their
recent race activity and handicap them in termshadt you thought was the likely outcome of
the race, and then place these bets.

So that was part of a typical Saturday for us, Wdad figure out the race in the morning,
practically the first thing, and make the phone, eghich he did, | was never involved in that,

and place the bet and then we'd watch the raceevieeit came on. And I'm thinking that these
might have been two o'clock events. It was celgtamafternoon when these would be

broadcast. And there was, certainly there weranars and losers, and it never seemed to matter
particularly. It was fun to win, but | don't thitkat Perry was too concerned if he had lost,
because there was always another race, anotheeneeBut he liked to see how | could do

with this, he liked me to find, this is the lawyerhim, he liked me to develop opinions and
support those opinions in terms of what | thougas\the right bets to me.

And there was one particular one which was a Idtioffor us, because it was very much a long
shot, and the horse did win that afternoon. Splaeed the bet, and he wouldn't argue, he was
arguing to confirm, to strengthen my opinion | thihe'd never argue against doing it, because
part of the fun was just doing it, call it the edtional experience or whatever. And that
particular race, and it's daunting to me that lta@member the name of the horse, but the horse
won, very much a long shot. It paid somethingyasubstantial. At the time it might have been
a little over a hundred dollars, it might have bé&#wy dollars, but it was considered a, really a
long shot, income.

And Perry was so pleased with that, that he seayamd ordered the picture of the horse in the
winner's circle. That's something you could daryithat time, you could probably do it all
over the country, but he wrote away for this an@biethe picture and he had it framed in his



office. And sometime later, after both he andwiie had passed away, there was an auction at
his house. And | went to the auction to see idhy chance that picture was still available and |
couldn't find it. | ended up buying some otherimgahings, pictures of horses and things, but
none of them were the one that | remembered.

And after | went to school, just to carry that gt the conclusion, when | went to college, |
was in New York City, and there was one summer lthaplied for and worked for a law firm

on Park Avenue in New York City, and | got the jbbough an employment agency. | answered
an ad for summer jobs and they needed referenck®boourse, | used Perry as a reference.
And the person who made the call checking referego¢ him in the early afternoon. And he
told her, | gather that there was very little casagion about the qualifications or anything in
terms of what | had done, but he told her the ceteptory of that particular horse race and that
particular bet, start to finish. So, there wasetaf laughter after that. |1 guess the person ngaki
the phone call had gotten quite a, found it vetgresting, but that was what rose to the top of
Perry's mind, or certainly the story he wantecdetbwould take precedence over anything that
anybody else wanted to tell. He was an excellemy deller, and he had many, many stories.

| wish that | could remember the names of manyefgeople, because they involved people in
the Democratic Party. And they involved the dafyBerry's involvement with them as Muskie
was running for governor, as they were putting tiogethe plans for his doing that, and the fact
that it was such a long shot, and many of the geimpolved in that. And | remember the stories
and | remember none of the names, because | wiaqugoung for the names to mean anything
to me. | did not retain them, and that's unfortanaBut he was quite a, my impression was that
he was very involved, one-on-one, with many peapkbe Democratic Party. And it was a
fairly small group of people that were making thpems and trying to put a campaign together,
and then throughout the time that Muskie was gameand obviously on as he moved down to
Washington.

Perry stayed in Maine, | mean he stayed involv&dd Don Nicoll had a word for him, which
I'm not going to remember, but he was using itdsadibe a number of people that were involved
in that time. And Don, of course, would have bgeuanger than Perry; he was quite young at
the time he was doing that work. | don't knowefdalled them "country farmers," it's not that,
but it's something similar. What he meant was feegno like to be involved at a certain level.
They didn't want to be in the limelight themselbes they wanted, they were very interested in
the politics of the day, and it gave them a chdod®e involved. That Muskie was, or the whole
atmosphere around him was such that there were people who plugged into these, into his
political campaigns and his tenure in office indaalifferent capacities. Everybody's
contribution was welcome, something along that, lthat there were people that got an
opportunity to perform and to be involved in paiithat might not have otherwise at the time.

AL: | understand from Don Nicoll that Perry Furbuabrked with Ed Muskie at the Office of
Price Stabilization just prior, also called OPSt jprior to Muskie's running for governor. Do
you remember Perry ever talking about stories attmiOPS?

DS: No, I don't. And again, I think I'm afraid tteasomething that | would not have known,



it's not something that would have struck me imgeof remembering them. Because | was,
because | was in high school | was between the aigesell, say fifteen to eighteen and it's not
the sort of thing that | would, it wasn't the sofithing that | was going to remember.

| do remember some stories about, | have no idélaeaf validity, because Perry also boasted a
bit and he had a good audience in me, becausddrcodispute anything. And so | don't know
about some of the things, but they always hadittgethat they could have been possible. And
one of the stories involved the decision that wasl@when Muskie ran for governor the first
time. And, of course, it was a long shot to pliteamocrat in the governorship in Maine and the
internal politics were such, this was not a pubfacus but rather the internals of who this
Democrat was going to be, and it was a party efflinvas not necessarily focused on Muskie,
although he might have been the more well knowrrerpopular than others. And Perry said
that he was a contender for this, that as the d@sisvere being made as to who was the most
likely person to be able to carry this through aotieve a victory, he said that he was a
contender, and that he was happy to step asidduskie to be the one to go forward. Again,
don't know, but that was the story.

AL: Are there other stories surrounding that tiregqa that you recall, even if maybe you
don't recall all the names, do you recall sorhef¢enters of the stories?

DS: Unfortunately | do not. | think there may hadxeen some, but part of the benefit of Perry,
or the value of him, was that he didn't dwell aagi@deal on the past years. Because | think when
we were, if | knew him in the very late sixties,dho late sixties, we were talking about things
that probably, do you know the year that Muskiednee governor?

AL: He became governor in '54.

DS: Okay, so it was ten years or so, easily temsyearlier. And Perry was, that's not so long
ago now as an adult I think, but at the time he veayg focused on the current politics, and as we
moved into the -

AL: Humphrey-Muskie in '687?

DS: That came later, okay, no, certainly | rementh@mphrey-Muskie. For some reason, that
was during my early years at college and Perrylaatually wrote back and forth. It's possible
that | have letters. | haven't looked, but | hawan in the process right now of dealing with my
mother's house and all of the contents of it, 'sgissible that something could surface from
there. But Perry wrote me letters, and again, thexe very politically oriented in terms of his
opinions, and | responded in kind because thattsrg where | was, had a great deal of those.

What | remember particularly was, | do remembereaonversations about McCarthy and
about how basically the whole country was runnimgpiresident at the time, because it was an
election, or at least leading up to the primaritesas one where there were lots of candidates
coming into that. There was a time when Perrygssong one of these letters. He told me
that he had passed along one of my letters to Mugkst in terms of an opinion. And it's the



sort of thing that he, again, | don't know if itsviue but it's conceivable that he would have
done that, because just in the way that he wamettto boasting about certain things he
certainly wasn't shy about pushing his opinionkisrconnection with Muskie. He was very
quick to use that.

And certainly Muskie was around at times. Weknbw he spoke at Perry's funeral, he was the,
he was there, and there were a few other timed thas aware of phone calls and he was in the
area.

And, you had asked me about other stories. Peas/wery, very interested in the Watergate
scandal and the Nixon administration in generad. was not a fan of Nixon, the very early time
when Nixon was a younger politician; he seemedateeta great knowledge of the prior history
of that, when Nixon was a congressman. And theestothe first time | ever heard about
Nixon's Checker speech was through Perry. Andaetelling me about it to illustrate
something and he called it the ‘good cloth coatijala was part of Nixon's comments about his
wife's good cloth coat, as opposed to somethingmesige as he was talking about how common
they were. And so Perry found the speech, fouoapg of the speech, inlafe magazine article

| think, and provided that to me. And he was grei#tt something like that if he wanted to delve
beneath it just a little bit. He didn't push hgerest if he saw you weren't going to go there, bu
if you had an interest in something he could gdhyecame up with quite a bit of background to
fill that in.

And he was very astute, or at least |, based oalnlity to understand the politics of the time, |
found him to be very astute about what was goingAmd when the break-in first occurred,
initially, and this was before it was anything mémnan a small blurb in the newspapers and
really just a small item of interest in the magasinand long before tiWashington Post starting
promoting it, investigating it, and Perry's commanthe time wasAThis is a really bad thing,”
meaning this is a bad thing that Nixon has donet thiat it was perhaps morally bad, but that it
was a legally, politically bad thing, it was a wgomove; it was going to be a big problem. And
at the time | remember thinking, why is this anffedient than any other political thing that
happens? It just didn't strike me as an issuders¢heme of things, as | understood them. But
Perry had the ability to perceive this as sometitiag was going to be much bigger than it was
at the time, initially, and as something that Nixeas really, say, dirty on this subject in a way
that he wasn't going to be able to get out oflwhgs remember that, that it was like a, | don't
remember anybody else or really anything elseatithe that came close to naming it as the
scandal that it subsequently became. He was snmadgubt about that.

AL: Did you see him actively working on campaigmswere you really away at that point?

DS: Yeah, I'm not, | don't know about that. | thihat there probably were letters, but | really
was working the, other than, as | said, spendimgestme with the racing papers and figuring
that out on a daily basis. | was working in tewhis private practice with one exception. He
kept a time sheet for the State every week foabiwities, just a, however it was that he was
accounting for his time that he worked and he cdigefilled those out each week. And
somehow | did something with those, I'm not suratwvimaybe | was adding it up or something.



And it's something that he carried with him anigdi out during the course of the week.

And one comment that | remember from him is thegarding the accuracy of this, and | never
saw anything that | questioned as anything as beongpletely legitimate in terms of expenses

or time. And he said that the longer you were im&d in this business you know that there's
always going to be some bureaucrat that's goirgnee along and question something like this.
And he saidAThere's nothing better than good records to suppuat you're doing, your

claims.” | have, certainly have used that ins@imumber of times in my life professionally and
otherwise, just the basis, and never getting sl@iyput something that can, could prove to be an
unpleasant issue in the future if you didn't hdneerecords that you need to support it.

AL: Did you talk at all about how he really sawMdskie in the scheme of things?

DS: He admired him greatly, there's no doubt aliwatt | don't, | think that Muskie might
have been a little younger than him but I'm notaierof that, and he definitely admired him.
And he, | think it's safe to say that there wasemevstory told that put Muskie in a bad light. |
don't remember even ambivalence in terms of hdvedause | think | would have perceived that
even if | didn't remember the things, | think | idtave had the impression of how he felt
about things, and he definitely considered himabée, very well intentioned and very smart
person. And he was, Perry was very pleased tovidvied with him, to be associated with him.
He was, | think he was proud of his own involvemarpolitics as well. There were a lot of
high jinx and things, but there was nothing thajgasted scandal in any way.

I'd have to know more about Augusta during thases, but there was a hotel in Augusta on the
rotary | think, where most of the, many of the geopho were involved in Augusta were

staying there during the week, because travelingsuah that people didn't go back and forth on
a regular basis. And there was lots of politicsuad the bar, politics around the dinner, the
dining room, whatever, and the conventions andygthinCertainly Perry was involved. | don't
know if he ever attended any of the national cotiges. Interesting, but | don't know.

AL: Do you recall him ever talking about Frank Quo#f

DS: It's a familiar name but | can't put a storgdther, no.

AL: And Don had asked me to ask you about the @lekiine Republicans. Was that a, are
you aware of that group and Perry's involvemenh it

DS: No, I'm not, I'm not. | wonder if my grandmettwould have been involved in that.
AL: Well, they were Republicans for Muskie.
DS: Republicans for Muskie, she would not have beer(laughter)

AL: Did you also go on to have an interest in Me'skcareer and follow it and be a supporter?



DS: 1did, yes, | did. And definitely, | might heaxanyway, because even though my family
was Republican | seemed to, | was always Democmaten from the point that | first registered
to vote, and a good bit because of the times. dnmnthis was the, | turned eighteen in, well,
roughly '68, so that was the time when the VietiWaar and all of that so that certainly it pushed
a lot of people in that direction | think. Butiolst my train of thought.

AL: | was talking about your political involvemeartd any support or active campaigning for
the senator over the years?

DS: Okay. I, well I certainly always supportedyays voted for him, no question there. |
have never been actively involved in politics ottiem being a small contributor to the national
party and tend to go to the local caucuses, and Alvays voted, but that's, that’s it.

AL: Is there anything that | haven't asked you yoatthink is important to add today?

DS: Well, I would say that as | look back over nggaciation with Perry in the time that |

knew him, he was absolutely a character. He wasarmebody that would fade out of memory.
He was a maverick in many ways, just the way tieathis career. | know that he had started out
as a farmer, he had that land, he and his witdonlt know when they married, but they certainly
married, and he was farming at the point that feédeel to go to law school, so he didn't start out
as a lawyer as a young man. And he went to, heedtown to, he went to Suffolk Law School
and he drove down every week and attended classedrave back on weekends and farmed on
the weekends, fields, whatever. He had people work believe a few people working during
the week, but he was out working himself on thekeeds. And | think that he struggled quite a
bit to put himself through law school, and he digdily put himself through. And to then go on

to practice law and to do the things that he dttljrik it's kind of an interesting story. And |

don't know all of the details, but the transitibatthe went, that he made from being a farmer
and whatever future he thought he had or didn'ehathat regard, into a career in law, | think is
very impressive.

And he tried to get me to be interested in it al.wEhis is a case where the timing was wrong,
because | certainly, | don't have many regretshiatis one, is that | wasn't interested in law at
the time that Perry wanted me to be interestetl iBécause many times he sakY,ou can go
through school and you can come back here and aotake over my law practice.” And |
remember thinking at the time, well what's the degl about this? And this is the time when |
just wanted to be away from a small town in Maenad | was going to New York City, and
that's all | could think about. And the time whbe benefit of that, it just was a few years later,
or the intensity of my experience with Perry haldappened some, a little bit later, things might
have come together.

Because Perry would have been very helpful to me tlaat's what he told me. He saiiwill

help you in terms of who you need to know, where would want to go to school.” He wasn't
offering financial support, although that might badheen available if | had needed it, but he was
being very straightforward and appropriate in sgy#i will help you if you want to do this.”

He said AThis is not a bad life, this could be a good tHingnd he was, in many ways he was a



genuinely concerned person.

There was one time when | was in New York Cityé¢h®ol and he was coming down to go to a
race at Aqueduct, which is the large race trackrdthwere, and he asked if | would like to go.
And so we met up and we went to a race at Aqueduegtas a wonderful experience, and in
terms of the quality of this, this is one of thg bnes, there were horses that were running there
that are of the Triple Crown quality during thahé, and | saw some horses racing that day that
are one of the ones that are still spoken abouhwbea refer to some of the best known, and it
was a great thing. So, just a part of that timgrofving up for me, because even in college you
can still call it that.

After that, after | came back to Maine after coleand got married very quickly, and lived in
Hartland for maybe a year before moving to Batimd Aluring that time | probably still worked
for Perry a little bit. But the, as | said, theéeinsity of the experience was gone. It's possitade

| wasn't as available, because | had a full tinlledoing something else, and that great time
when | was just so impressionable | guess, and Weery was so interesting, might have gone.
But he never changed in terms of his persondigynever really conformed or became
particularly conventional.

He had a large Lincoln Continental, in the way thaly were large at that time, they were huge,
long boxy cars, and | think he always had one wersi that or another. And he was very happy
for you to drive it. When you were working on &8day he would, | think one of the things |
would do would be go into town to pick up the maithe morning. And it's possible that he
picked me up to take me to work, because it wasrfoles away, it's not something where |
would have walked and | didn't drive at the tin®o | think that he might have picked me up in
the morning. As | said, he was an early morning@e, and he probably came into town for
coffee or a newspaper and he probably would bergake up around seven or eight o'clock.
And we would work for a while, get some documerdseal and then | would drive to, no, I did
drive, | associate this with driving, and | wouldve to the post office to pick up the mail and to
mail whatever we had done during that time. Sowlees kind of part of the routine for
Saturday.

And we also, part of the way that Perry worked, Bhadve to believe it was common working in
that environment which was a small, small townwioeild travel around to people. If people
needed legal work done, he would go to them if thheye not able to come to him. He was the
equivalent of a doctor making house calls. Anddsity, if he was doing a will for somebody,
and this was very common, older people would dettidg needed a will, they'd be close to, or
in very poor health and then they would just sutiddo this. And he would have the details
and he would create the document and | would typenill up. | was very good at wills.

And we would, and then we would get in the car dnde to wherever the client was and
execute the will there. They'd sign if of couraed then Perry and | would witness it, which was
perfectly legitimate. You can't witness it if yoe'a, have an interest in the property, so any of
the person's relatives or whoever is not a valihess. But Perry, as the lawyer is a good
witness, | was a witness, and as a result my narae a lot of wills throughout that central



Maine area where we were working at the time. ds\wcredibly interesting, and it is a regret
that | didn't pursue a career in law because itldvbave been, it would have been because of
him, so.

AL: Great, thank you very much.

DS: You're welcome.

End of Interview
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