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Biographical Note

Lawrence “Larry” Stuart was born in Hallowell inQ®. His father was principal of Cony High
School and superintendent of schools in Augustaevtieey lived until 1923. He attended
Melrose High School; Bowdoin College from 1928 88@; and Tufts College, graduating in
1932 with a Bachelor’s degree in science and edutate taught school in Plymouth, Maine,
served as principal and teacher for three yedPganbell Institute in Gray, Maine, and as
principal at Hallowell School, Southwest Harbor KHigchool, Cape Elizabeth High School
(1949-1951), Madison High School, and Rangeley Hghool (one year). He also served as a
Department of Fish and Game Conservation educatbdaector of State Parks in Maine.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Bates CollegarfBra Stuart, sister, president of Women'’s
Association when Ed Muskie was president of Merssdciation); Bar Harbor and Southwest
Harbor during World War Il during which they wenabgect to black outs; Conservation
Education Campus, Bryant Pond; Conservation Edutcalynamics of the University of Maine;
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: Itis Tuesday, the 23rd of February, 1999. Samwilliger and Don Nicoll are at
33 Linwood Avenue in Augusta, Larry and Gert Stgdnbme, where we’re interviewing Larry
Stuart. Larry, I'd like to start the interview Wit/our telling us when and where you were born,
and the names of your parents.

Larry Stuart: Actually I was born in Hallowell in 1909. And mat that time my father was
principal of Cony High School, and he later becamgerintendent of schools in Augusta. In
1910 probably, we moved to Augusta, and we liveddhuntil 1923. | attended Augusta
grammar schools up through the seventh grade, feltleer was elected superintendent of
schools in Melrose, Massachusetts. And we movédassachusetts then. That would be
around ‘23, and he was superintendent of schoelethl went to high school in Melrose,
Massachusetts and when | graduated from there echttvBowdoin College, in 1928, ‘29 and
‘30. That was the years of the Depression andsl @zning my, trying to earn my way through
Bowdoin but reached the point where | couldn’t dany more. So | moved to, back with my
folks in Melrose, Massachusetts and attended niyMasyears of college life in Tufts College.
And | graduated in 1932 with a bachelor’s degrescience and education, and started right in
teaching.

DN: Where did you teach?

LS. Well, the very first year | taught was at Plymouiliich was a little one-room school with
one teacher, one janitor and one bus driver.



DN: This is Plymouth, Maine?

LS. Plymouth, Maine, which is just outside of Newpao#ind | got eight hundred dollars for
teacher four freshman subjects and then four soph®subjects ultimately, and drove the
school bus and swept the building and got the gsana of eight hundred dollars. Most of that
eight hundred dollars was in produce and scripihase years, and so | was there just one year,
of course | was unmarried. And the next year lgomoted to the Pennell Institute down in
Gray, where | was principal and teacher for threary. | married and, in the year after | got out
of college, after | taught and . . .

DN: So you graduated in ‘32?

LS. I was the class of ‘32, and spent a year teadhiftjymouth and then started in the next
year as principal of Pennell Institute, which wiaart a private institute, as most of those were.
And | was there three years; principal and teaahércoach, taught musianfntelligible word).
Just shows you all those things you did. Andtitge grand salary of a thousand dollars for the
first year | taught and | got boosted to twelve dmex for the third year. There | learned about
an opening in Hallowell, which was a big step fordvao. And since my father was principal at
Hallowell High School when | was born, sort of annection there. So | was principal agie)
Institute, ame) Institute for three years, then | moved down &dléivell for two years, for a
larger school and more responsibilities.

DN: You were principal there as well?

LS. Yes, principal, teacher. Principal everywhevweeht except when | became superintendent.
From Hallowell, | learned of a new school buildizwgd a new program down at Southwest
Harbor called Pemetic High School, and | raisedrailfy which was now a wife and daughter
and son, and we moved to Southwest Harbor. Andaha during the war when Bar Harbor and
Southwest were all under blackouts, like in, yodemyou know, not being allowed to use the
car lights, and they used bicycles with mufflechtgyand so forth. And that was a very
progressive unit. And we then looked for greersstpres and we heard of the opening at Cape
Elizabeth High School, which | took over as priradghip and, mostly principal’s duties and
guidance. | think I did teach some math, but is\wancipal, principally principalship. And if
you know anything about Cape Elizabeth, which yloousd, you know, it was a darn
progressive community. | think we had to sendhsigeight percent of our graduates had to go
into class A colleges, most of them, well manyha&rh with entrance examinations. And we had
a pretty high standard to maintain.

DN: What was the year you went to Cape Elizabeth?

LS: It might have to be about, probably ‘49, seemséofnintelligible phrase) from ‘49 to ‘51
or something. Well, Laverdiere was chairman ofdtieool board then, and you probably knew
him as the treasurer of Hannaford Brothers. Theraivo members of the committee were
Lester Brown’s wife, who used to be the chief gamaeden for the state. The fourth one was
Frank Dinsmore, who was one of the top insuranemaeigs there in Portland.



Had a nice house right out there next to Fort \aflis. Every time we fired the guns, why, they
came in the next day and patched ceilings. Aftgea, after five years | developed ulcers and
the doctor decided that | should take a year off,\w@ent up to Rangeley and that was another
chapter entirely. We built a home there and dgedlcand maintained a sporting camp for, until
1954 or ‘5, somewhere in there, when my wife’s tiefdiled. She had diabetes, and she started
having a problem with diabetes, so as a family agdn’t maintain it, so we sold it. But | spent
all those years outdoors, fishing; guiding was mggple income, and that's where we
developed the, what was then the famous Mooseloatblat for fishing, which we developed
there at camp during the war because we couldbamge of the abalone, which was the
finishing coat on the warblers. Came from CalifarnThat was, so after a year, that went on at
the same time | was principal at Madison High S¢hoo

DN: Oh, you went back to being principal after tlearyoff.

LS. Yes, well, the year off at Rangeley I, it justteppened that they had a vacancy and so |
taught there, two or three subjects and was praheipthe Rangeley High School for one year. |
kept up my continuity of service for retirementdanallowed us to use all our time to build the
house, which we did. A nice one. And we had gdailientele of fishermen, etc. The fifth year
at Madison, the state Department of Education udmmren Hill and Roland Cobb and Austin
Wilkins, those three who were heads of big depants&elt that curricular was . . .. Come in
Gert.

Gert Stuart: Excuse me, sorry to be late. How are you? Goage you. Long time. How's
Hilda?

DN: She’s doing well, thank you.
GS:. Oh, good. And her mother?

DN: Mother’'s so-so. She’s ninety-eight and is nat.. She’s up and down, but she’s still
quite alert and staying in her own apartment, atigtgood.

GS: Isn't that terrific.

(Introductions with Sarah, chatting.)

LS. My sister went to Bates College and graduatedass, it would be behind Ed Muskie.
DN: Thirty-seven?

LS. Yeah. See, | graduated in ’32. It seems totm®uld be ‘36, somewhere in there.
DN: Thirty-six was Ed’s class.

LS. Well, then, she probably was, maybe in ‘35. @irse she’s passed away, but, she



graduated from Bates with a master’s degree in &tlut and English and became an instructor
of English at a college in Boston. Gertrude, ws@dtool was it Barbara was head of the English
department?

GS:. Chamberlain [Joshua Chamberlain Smith Form Celleg

LS. And had what athlete?

GS: Dan Rather. He’s not the athlete, journalist.

LS. Oh, must have been Dan Rather.

GS. Oh, yeah, she had Dan. Yeah, she used to speak iafrequently.

DN: Taught him all he knew.

GS: Well, knowing Barbara, she’'d probably say he ptap was well equipped when he came.
Barb was a great teacher.

DN: You were saying . . .

LS. Oh, speaking of Barbara, she married . . .

GS: Whit Standish.

LS. Whitney Standish, who was a direct relative ofdgliStandish, and they had their
genealogy all carefully traced. They had no clkitdr And she passed away two years ago. We
get off these tracks; it's all fill-in.

DN: You were talking about Roland Cobb and Austiikile and Warren Hill.

LS. That's yeah, they, when | was at Madison, theyiaar when | was at Madison, they called

a state-wide gathering of all of the athletic dioes or phys-ed people and so forth, to, and held
a meeting in Augusta to try to, it was primarilyaged at hunter safety and firewood safety and

so forth. Do, are you looking at me?

GS. Well, I was just standing here listening to wiaiti were saying.

LS. Yeah, and so after five years at Madison, antitieailld be what? Donny graduated in '54.
We felt that it was a challenge which | needetht® because I'd been at Madison five years
and | still had the sporting camps going. So lidiet to join the Department of Fish and Game
as Conservation Educator to develop a progranoirthfs, primarily for schools, to integrate
conservation education as much as possible andevgoessible into the curriculum of different
courses, because Fish and Game had more monethtdrethe Department of Education. They,
Carl Fenderson was then head of the educationadtssrof Fish and Game.



They sent me to, | went as far west as Oregon doddd the, well four or five of the places that
had conservation education programs in the cutrrauh one form or another. Kansas City was
one, Oregon another. And tried to get help in howo about setting up programs for
conservation education. So for a year and a hla#d the title of Conservation, Education and
Wildlife in the Fish and Game Department, my desis\downstairs in the old museum
(unintelligible phrase), and . . . .

DN: That was in the basement of the State House.

LS: Yessir, right down the stairs where the museued us be, right at the exit door. And, it's
the only desk I had, could have in those days.nMr moved over into the new building, so-
called, now which is being torn down | guess, tta¢esoffice building. In line with what | think
might be help to you, the State Fish and Game Aasor, which has nothing to do with
government, it’s a fish and game club they caltedAind they met once a year and a
philanthropist lady whose name was Lillian Wated®wbhad property on Christopher Lake, and
she didn’t know what to do with it. She was veigkswe all thought she was on dope or some
such. She really had a brain tumor, and so slegeaffto give her property to this Fish and Game
Association. Charlie Pierce was a motivating faatat. He still is out pulling; you know

Charlie. And so he and | and Carl Fenderson aridrsio (unintelligible phrase).

GS. Excuse me, would you people like a cup of coffee?
ST: I'm fine; thank you.

LS: | offered it to them.

GS: Don, you aren't interested?

LS: No, | offered it to them.

GS. Oh, you did, okay. Well, I think I'll run ovemnd see Donny for a few minutes. I'll see
you people when | come back.

LS. So, the first year that the Fish and Game boyseoMvthat building by gift, now they took a
lot out of it and put nothing into it, and just dseas a, | won'’t say a place to do a little diimk
but it was a rowdy place. It wasn’'t maintaine@ht And Charlie Pierce and Dr. Garcelon were
members of the state Fish and Game Associatiord adrsuch they thought, “Well why not see
if we can’'t get ... We needed a place to pad gonservation education program, so this
would seem to be ideal if we could get title td ¥Vell, Charlie Pierce donated his services, and
| think he’s still active to a degree in it, but ¢pet title to it. And so that year, which would be
probably ‘57, by working with the University of Ma, because of my background in education,
Perry Shibles and several of the people that racdfiege hierarchy felt that something should
be done for education.

DN: Perry was then the dean of the School of Edoica€ollege of Education?



LS. At University of Maine. And first thing we didag we worked with the nature clubs of
Maine. Most of those people are dead now, buethez some still living. And they, we
founded a committee on conservation education, wiigs not a state, it was made up of state
people, but it was not affiliated in any way witbvgrnment except that we needed money. So
Al Nutting, who was Commissioner of Forestry, anasAn Wilkins, and Roland Cobb,
Commissioner of Fish and Game, Doc Garcelon wlowell known dentist in Augusta, and he
also at one time was the chairman of the Nationi&dlifé Federation, wasn't he? And we
formed an informal group and we got together ahd lee known that we wanted to have a
course for teachers, to run it one summer at tlupgaty over at Bryant Pond; it's now called the
Conservation Education Campus. Lillian Waterhomuae the donor, we had clean title to that.
And Al Nutting and Roland were able to get, squemzesome money out of their
appropriations. | think it was five thousand dddlaeach of those two, oh, and Education, and
they maintained it for a number of years.

We went to the nature clubs in Augusta; we got \@eople who are now on TV that trained
over there. And so that first summer we had twstuelents, they called them. And we had
built a dormitory for twelve people, and we hiredawk someplace, and we drew on the
departments of Fish and Game, and Forestry, andi@e&hore Fisheries, Soil Conservation
districts and so forth. They all participatedhattfirst year and gave money or services so that
we were able to put on a six-week course, | thingt tvas. In order to get to, supply the carrot
for it, we got the University of Maine, through BeShibles, to agree that if the course
maintained certain standards, that it would coowiards a one degree, one, rather, credit or
whatever; it may have been two. Buy anyway, whoéwek the course and passed it, did get
two credits towards their degree credit, even upigis as the master’s degree. In order to do
that we had to have approved instructors. So we teethe Farmington Teachers’ College and
got Mudge, John Mudge, who's still living and aetim the Christian Civic League in Maine.

DN: Now, is he related to Ray Mudge?
LS. No. Ray Mudge was the state treasurer; thabieeyou mean?
DN: Yup.

LS: And Ray Mudge is how | got to be Director oft8tRarks, because, well, that's another
story. But | had, see, when | was in Cape Elizabigtad his children in school, and he was
quite impressed with what we did there, so anywdy, Ray Mudge was, helped set up the
reorganization of the State Park Department lateaad that’s another story.

John Mudge is up at Farmington and he’s quite adtivthe Christian Civic League. And from
the University of Maine we got a full-time instroctfrom up there by the name of Dauvis,
George Davis. And for the third member we got fil@orham, he still is active there in the field
of geology and science and so forth, and I, hisenaifi come to me, | think. This is what
happens when you're retired.

Anyway, we got three approved instructors and ithst¢es of the University of Maine said,



“Okay, we'll pass supervision,” and so fortlfWith that faculty and with so many hours of
study and so many hours of field work, why, thell get credit.” So that was the, how we got
our foot in the door and kept it in the door, aegtkthe campus going because we were able to
offer credit. Now, when, the first summer we tawky the teachers. In the fall of the year we
took organized groups of children from a few sadddchools to try out the student part of the
program, because we still had very limited dorn@&®ibut we had, we housed everybody there
and fed ‘em. And the, that's how that programtstar

Now, the Commissioner of Education, Warren Hill swery much in favor of it, but Education
just couldn’t find any money. But we did say, gptin its constitution, that it should be
supervised and maintained and approved by the Begiartment of Education. Now, Roland
Cobb took more money out of Fish and Game funds; tere really flush then, and supplied
the plane service for our use. We had a lot ofittieery; we had a lot on salmon, Fish and
Wildlife Department that came up and put on a whedek’s course in fish management, and
took the students out into the lake with these fists and showed the different things that they
could. . . . It was an actual learning experientke Wildlife well one of them, Miller was the,
George Miller, was the one down at Gorham. illiHead of the Department of Geology and
so forth, and they went up into Bethel, up to WRestis, up there on that mountain where all the
gem is buried, spent two or three days crackingsand, it was full of practical experience.
And the kids who went there still talk about it.

DN: By the way, you mentioned that some folks oavision went there. Do you remember
some of the names of the television folks who vegridne conservation camp?

LS. No, They'd be; they were the. ... We had san& some publicity through the news, but
most of it came from the public information officesFish and Game, of which Ken Gray was,
that was his department. And each of the depatsrsepplied their PR people.

DN: Okay, | misunderstood you earlier. | thoughtl yoeant that there were some television
people who were students there, but you were @gl&bout publicity.

LS. Did what?
DN: You were talking about publicity from the prograarlier.

LS. Well, we had news stories in the, from speciaisweriters at, | don’t, | can’t remember

any particular ones. But the newspapers, as $aseacould get a program together, would send
somebody up to take pictures of the biologistsoputhe lake and the students and so forth. And
the nature clubs did a lot of recruiting within ithewn groups. A girl from South Portland by

the name of Rowe was very active in the gardensclulthink she may have passed away
recently, but she was very active in soliciting mpfrom clubs.

DN: Now when did you go to the Parks and Recreddepartment?

LS. While | was in the, while | was working for thesk and Game Department as Conservation
Educator, the opening occurred in the Directortat&SParks; that was the title. And at that time



the State Parks Deptartment was run and, is sy gpatute by a State Parks Commission,
which was made up Commissioner of Forestry, Comomnss of Fish and Game, and ex-officio.
And then there were three citizen members appwioyea governor council.

First important one | remember was Bill Ray fromoBtbay Harbor, who reorganized defunc-,
or, the big companies that were going bankrupte fliist one he did was Birdseye; | remember
that. He also reorganized Oxford Paper Companypand back on its feet. He was one
member, and he was a very, had a lot of backgrouneks at Boothbay Harbor and had nice
boats. Second member was Faust Couture, who oamreedperated all the radio stations in
Maine that were run by [Gay] Gannett; WFAU, F is Faust, WCOU is, the C-O-U is for
Couture, and he owned Presque Isle, and so fodis@an. French background; very strong
minded and capable PR man. That was his busirtésdived in Lewiston.

DN: He also owned a newspaper over there, the Miggsag

LS. Probably. He had, he was a, had, did you saydhréhe had a very strong French
background. The third, there were three membéhe third member was appointed by the
Governor. Well they all, the ex-officios were tand then there were the three, and they were
appointed by the governor council. All three afth now passed away. The last one that
passed away was Cliff O’'Rourkever in Camden, who was, became a judge. Andtigce
learned(name) had passed away, so those are all gone.

But, I'll say right now that the Department, thenservation, the State Parks Department under
the rule and statutory powers that ran the StatkesPahat, three or four we had in those days, |
have great praise for and still think that thegegreat merit in a citizen advisory committee set
up as the Park Department was set up. The dirdat@s responsible directly to all those
people. And when you've got Nutting and Cobb, andtin Wilkins and Roland Cobb, and
Rodney [Ronnie] Green was not a member but he wagtve participant because of Sea and
Shore Fisheries.

Now, the Commissioner of Educa-, Commissioner ofi@dture at the time was Nutick [Albert

K. Gardner]. And he saw that the Soil Conserva8ervice, | don’t know how much control he
had over it, but they went out in the fields and ¢arm ponds. If you go over to the campus
now you'll find farm ponds over there. And therfaponds were dug and maintained by the Soil
Conservation Service, and the children went ouktl@d learned a great deal about aquaculture
and things that were in the farm. Austin Wilkissll living thank God, was very active in the
forest fire protection program. So they, his, Ma&ine Forest Service then was independent of
the State Forestry Department. Forest fire distlithink they were called. So they were very
interested in teaching children how to keep fronidng forest fires, and they built all of the
fireplaces and stuff. An awful lot of state agescunintelligible phrase) so when we had a
meeting, we often had them over there at the camppwgas a pretty wonderful group to work
with.

DN: So what you're telling us indicates that backhe forties and fifties at least, there was a

1 Hon. Clifford R. O’Rourke, Maine District Cougp5 Newbury St. P.O. Box 66 Portland, ME 04112-066



lot of cooperative effort among the state departrheads.

LS: Particularly in the field of education. It wasgeared towards forest, towards conservation
education and getting it integrated into the subjétat were already there. After | left, | don’t
know what happened, but | know that when | waseheg, the history teachers would come as a
group and. . . . A little bit more difficult perpsito integrate natural resources into history jtout
was done through approved methods. And no queshont it, we copied a lot of material from
other states.

DN: And did you continue with the program after yamcame the head of the Parks
Department?

LS: 1didn’t, but the program is still going on. dtvery active. | could, should have a, you can
get a folder. And so they now have a year-roungctior, they have year-round programs with
children up there, or adults for sporting clubs aadorth studying and learning, | don’'t know,
perhaps ice fishing or something like that. Itgoa and more and more. Let’s see, the first
program was only for perhaps a total of two monthkat’s all the money we had, all the
company utensils we had; we had to use what waelgmrbunge. We got an awful lot from
surplus property, and, yeah, | lived there. Idivan the campus down in that, there’s a log cabin
down in back, in ‘57 and ‘58. And in ‘58 Mrs. Styavhose name was Gertrude, was taken with
the last throes of diabetes and died in Portlarspital.

DN: That was 19587

LS. She died in 1957 actually, in October. And at time, that's when we as a family gave up
the sporting camp at Rangeley, which we developtxa. If you go up, right now it's gone, but
before we had left it and sold it we had thirteensekeeping camps, a hotel and served meals
and . ..

DN: And you built the buildings?

LS: No, the main lodge is one of the old Hiram Rickey cabins; it's on that shore. There’s
four or five of them that were, when Poland Spigage up its catering to people from New
York who came in and drunk and stayed all summaéichvis entirely different clientele than
what we had. See, my whole background was frond the Stuart, who is the author of the
Maine Atlag and, I've got copies downstairs, printed in 188#d he and [George N.] Colby
conspired and put out another atlas. Grandfatload] him J.H., laid out all the public lots in
Maine and did, was the official whatever it was thoe state.

DN: Was he a surveyor for the state?

LS. Yessir, surveyor, and prior to that he was a,ecamer from the old country and had to earn
his living trapping, a bounty hunter, and . . .

2 Stuart’s Atlas of the State of Maine




DN: Did you know your grandfather?

LS. Oh, sure. Picture of him, where is it? It's tigjere or it's over on thatfintelligible
word), and, oh sure. In fact, grandfath-, he was aktaen | was in Bowdoin. We used to argue
over mathematics.LE has wandered away from recorder.)

DN: (Whispersto ST) Poke in with questions.
ST: Okay.
DN: (Sill whispering) This is going to be at least two sessions. Maghwell stop the . . .

End of Sde One
Sde Two

LS: Are you writing a book on Muskie?

DN: I'm thinking about it, Larry. We’re on the sewbside of the first tape in interviewing
Larry Stuart, the 23rd of February. Larry, befome broke for a few minutes, you were talking
about your grandfather, J. H. Stuart, and you g&tlyou and he used to argue when you were
at Bowdoin?

LS. Oh yeah, over, questions involving mathematicthag pertained to surveying. And, |

come back from, of course | had my math, my majanath was, my major at Bowdoin was
math. And we had these conundrums, you know, efltitem, figuring out the square root of
something that’s not four foot, that the Bowdoinfpssors would need to have expert advice on.
And Grandpa, Grandfather was the authority. Améican remember I'd come; of course |

can’t remember what they were, but they’'d be pnoisi¢hat, “Given three sides and this and an
angle and so forth, how do you get from here toethe And Grandfather used to have to testify
in court a lot on controversial things.

DN: On surveying lands and . . .

LS. I quite often would go to see him, from Bowddiy,trolley car. Of course | didn’'t have
any car in those days. I'd go up to South Parisspend the night, and go. But | have one of
his atlases; sometime you'd like to see it, andg/twe surprised what it shows about the
Allagash country. The old Indian trails and . . .

DN: Now, you mentioned going by trolley from Brunswio . . .

LS. Augusta.

DC: Oh, from Augusta . . .

LS. (Unintelligible word) Brunswick in those days. Oh, but we had a camparway Lake
and we used to go from, for our summer vacatiom faimily would leave Augusta, which was



State Street. The house right opposite the couston State Street, which was torn down, that
was our home. And mother and | would get on theesicar out front and go by way of
Mechanic, by Winthrop, Mechanic Falls, and all Weey up to Norway Lake, and then getin a
steamer boat and go up the lake to a camp tharfatid his brother built, to spend the summer,
and live off the land. | saw somebody the other cl@opping the heads off chickens which
reminded me of how we got our meat during the summe

DN: You kept chickens for the summer?

LS: Oh yeah, yeah. You wouldn’t remember it, anfdler by the name of Mellie Dunharh?
DN: No.

LS. Well, he goes way, way back to the state changbiprfiddling contest, and he had a farm
over on the other side of Norway Lake, or Penneassge. That's what they call it, and where
father always used to get a dozen chickens inghiegs And we’d take them across to the
camp, fence them in, try to keep them away fronfdlxes, and kill one a, one every Sunday for
dinner or so.

DN: Now, did you also have a garden?

LS. Not over there. Yeah, we had a garden for sstaff, but no, we had a, in those days the,
Frost Corner, which is down at the corner of Norkake, had a store. And the man used to
come around to all the camps on a schedule andlws/cll our produce that way. We didn’t
have a car the whole summer.

DN: Now, did you take the steamer when you wentrest-Corner, or did you have a canoe?
LS: He came to, no, he came to the cott-. . .

DN: He came to the cottage.

LS. He had a regular route right up the west shodeugnto Recreation Point, or Pine Point,
something like that, turned around and come bagkndbe other shore.

DN: Quite a different life in those days.

LS: When | think of it, you know it's a funny thing/Vhen | can’t sleep at night, | wake up and
| can put together all of these things with namestétles. | get up in the morning, | can’t. |
wanted to talk some today, well, I'm probably takmedication that does it, but anyway. But
that is a funny thing.

DN: Maybe you need to keep a little recorder byttée and then when you wake up and you

3 Alanson Melon Mellie Dunham. Norway, ME, fiddlétiend of Jack London, snowshoe maker. Made sliare
Adm. Robert E. Peary’s 1909 North Pole expeditiériend of Henry Ford, fiddled for him.



think of that then . . .

LS: Well, yeah, if it was worth keeping. But, yolesédidn’t know Muskie as the politician.
The first time | got to know the word was from msgtsr in Bates College, when she was
president of the Women'’s Association and Ed wasigeat of the Men’s Association. And
once in a while the two had things they did coofpesdy, or they may have had exchanges on
things. But | don't, see, | can’t, I'd have to geit some dates and so forth. But | was a, | got
my appointment of course as Director of State Pldta the Commission, remember, that | told
you about. And | was elected by them and therenegsolitics in it all. Ray Mudge was the,
who was then, what, State Controller or State Tne=as . . .

DN: Was he Commissioner of Finance then?

LS. Yes, Commissioner of Finance, and he used tediarren Hill crazy, because Ray had a
desk that was just as clean and bare as thatwalsidefore we put the pictures on it. And it
drove Warren Hill crazy to go up there and talkhvhtm, you know, because that's the way Ray
was. See, Ray lived there in Cottage Farms, dadl Ihis children in school. And he and Walter
Wittier* of Hannaford Brothers thought that | did a goddlgmd kept me on.

DN: Now, was Ray on the Parks Commission?

LS. No. The first year | took over as parks directbe parks weren’t open except on a open
and shut basis depending pretty much upon how imastey they took in the preceding year.
Sebago Lake, | can remember very vividly of beiafjet! down there because the campers were
complaining about the toilets. The toilets weneggled; they were over-running. The
superintendent who, | don’t remember now, | thinkas Eddy Beech, closed them because
there wasn’'t anything he could do. We didn’t hamg money to open them up. So all the
campers . . .

DN: There were no state appropriations?
LS. Huh?
DN: There were no state appropriations?

LS: No. See, we were on dedicated revenue. Wedlkktoff what we could collect at the
gate. So | can remember going to Ray Mudge anidga$f his is a hell of a way to run a shop,
right?” And he said, “l agree with you.” So hgsa‘Why don’t you put a bill in the
legislature.” And he says, “I'll support it for yd And from that day on we got an
appropriation for the maintenance and operationoter thing that climaxed it was that
lifeguards could only be hired as we could colfeatn all the campers.

And we had no continuity of service in lifeguartdiecause of course they were kids going to
college and so forth, and it was a terrible wayréat public safety. Well, it happened, we had a,

4 Walter F. Whittier, Cape Elizabeth School Comeaftearly 1950s



| think it was a girl drowned because there werdifeguards. That made a good talking point
and I'm sure there were other politicians at tiraet And if Ed was in the governor then, why |
don’t, I never got up to that level.

DN: Now, you had no encounters with him, for exampleonnection with the conservation
education program?

LS. No. No, we didn’t, I don’'t know who was goverrtben, but we didn’t go that high. We
didn’t get any money for that program except, aRw Cobbs told it, from Fish and Game
licenses under the guise of safety education. Andutting got it for the forest fire protection
landowners fund, and the first one that actuallyiputo his appropriation and named it as such,
I, it may have been Warren Hill in Education, bauicker think it was Roland Cobb, because
his budget was quite ample, compared to everybtsdge

DN: Now, during the time that you were in Maine afteu graduated from college through,
let’'s say up to 1960, did you while you were teaghand working as principal have any kind of
interest in or involvement in politics?

LS. Don, | have stayed right away from politics. éamn, I'll tell you an extreme this week, last
week. Mike Heath, my grandson, who's head of thegfian Civic League and controversial . .
.. All you got to do is read the paper today amel], they’re going to fight this abortion thing.
Back about two weeks ago, | made the remark abdidn’t, I've wondered how the State
House looked now that they chopped it all to pieares so forth. And he says, “Well why don’t
we set aside some day and go over.” So | saidge;3 like to see it sometime.” Well, he sent
me a booklet here the other day and, a schedule aaid, “I'll meet you on the 18" When

was that, yesterday? The day before? “And take jwe made arrangements for you to see the
governor and then we’re going down,” he calledntd the well of the legislature and introduce
you.” Well that, | stayed awake a few nightsifitelligible phrase), but | called him over and |
said, “Absolutely not.”

All the time that | was in state work, | was alwdysught up by, and Ken Curtis probably more
than anybody else, told all his department headsuy “stay out of the legislative branch.” So the
only time that I, | never went over there and watda that chamber. John Martin can tell you
that. | would appear at hearings, but, becausgalernor council was in operation at the time,
you see, | was allowed to go to the council chambeneet with the council every two weeks,
because of council orders. You see, everythirtgerold part statute said, “With the consent of
the council.” You could spit, you could do thisithh had more council orders than anybody.
And | did get to know Tarpi Shultesqunds like), a few of the old timers in the council of
eleven. | don’t remember going to the governoffee except to the assistant. He’s still
around; what'’s his name? Used to be . ..

DN: Oh, Allen Pease?
LS. Allen Pease, and he would make arrangementssfty dedicate, we’ll say, Rangeley State

Park. And the Governor would of course be themd,vae had many dedications with Ken Curtis
and with Governor Reed. And that took me up tis kee when Curtis got through, it took me



into the threat of having a, serving a term under..

DN: Governor Longley.

LS. Longley. That was a turning point. | was alwgled to (inintelligible phrase).
DN: Now, you retired at that point?

LS. Yup. Butthat wasn't the reason. I'd alreadiyrag retirement because Gert and | wanted
to, let’s see, | remarried in ‘58, 59, and we adrmat because of the various honoraries and
otherwise positions | held, and all of the natiooigjanizations at one time or other | was
president, at one time | was president to themwast very active in that, in, that's another
story. But you get into those positions by younutee, how long you've been in the State Park
group. Because of the way the Maine statute waspsd was under tenure, you see. Most all
park directors, including the one in Massachuségtis;forgotten his name | used to chum
around with him a lot, they were not under tenus@l Dyer | followed; he'd been there, he was
a ranger at Baxter, and, from the time that that set up, and then when the State Park
Department was established, he was the first @irecind he served as director for six years.
And then he was picked up by the New York Througbt,throughway, but Parkway, and
became director of, another title, but DirectoStdte Parks and Parkways, which were under the
Park Department And he served out his term there.

DN: By my calculation, the Park Department was distadd in ‘52?7 You were appointed in
‘568?

LS. Yeah, | think it, the history of that's is in,sly established. Prior to Hal Dyer being
selected as Director of State Parks, Charlie Bradfo. . There’s a very interesting article about
Charlie, who died some time ago, with the Natureggovan-, Nature, Natural Resource
dedicated something to him and gave an interestiony. But Charlie Bradford started the
Maine State Park program, was elect-, appointezttiir back in a certain year.

They had one park, one employee, one somethingaiseone thousand dollars, or something
like that. And the only part that was establisivas, most parks were all established by the
CCC'’s or the Bankhead Jones Farm Tenancy Act, whactyht up a lot of land during the
Depression, farmland particularly, and land ondbast such as Camden. And the federal
government held it for recreational purposes otlang else. And then about the time that |
came in, they turned it back to the states, if theuld use it for public recreation. So that is
how, Camden Hills was a CCC project, and that veawicual. But like St. George, Mt. Blue, |
could name a lot of them, but all became a staipgaty by gift. And at that same time, Percival
Baxter gave to the state the, all the, the fons Historic sites. And there’s a whole book ot tha
that's . ..

DN: So you were Director of Parks during a periogrefat expansion in the number of parks.

5 Harold J. Dyer, Baxter State Park Employee, 192éxk supervisor, May 1941. Swerved in WWII 19482-
Supervisor until August 19, 1950.



LS: Wonderful. Very fortunate. For one thing, tleeéral government started the finan- well,
no .... And what’s his name, the lawyer thabterthat book over there, picture book, turn that,
called me up, and | felt terrible that | couldréturn the information. Just underneath that
(indicating location of book).

DN: Now there’s The Allagash [Allagash: Maine’s Wdnd Scenic Riverthat the one?

LS Yup, yup.

DN: Dean Bennett.

LS. Yeah. Now he’s on your committee, or was oncii@mittee. Have you seen the book?
DN: Yes, I've seen that; yeah.

LS. Because | was going to say, you can borrow &.chlled me up; he wrote me a letter right
in the midst of the Christmas card season and wantknow . . . . He refers to a long
conversation which | had with him and a lot of thdbrmation he apparently used. But he said
his particular interest now was to establish adlitiformation he could about Chamberlain Farm.
And did | know, I think his letter’s right arounit's in there somewhere, but did | know
anything that would be helpful in tracing back tistory of Chamberlain Farm?

Well at that time, | was laid up, Donny was laidamq time just went by, and the only
information that | could get him would have beemgtme to the State Library or State Dept. of
Parks and Recreation to see if there was anythiexgt But | just didn’t have, | didn’t do it.

And believe it or not, just the other day | thrdwstletter away because | knew | wasn’t going to
answer it. But |, it said in it, “If you have amyformation, would you please get in touch with
me.” And he gave me a stamped envelope. If | ;vaat him, I'm going to apologize to him. |
don’t know, but | do know that | would have to get @ from research.

But there’s some, as you know, there’s some awfatigresting stories about the early days of
the Allagash and logging and so forth in that peddlon of The Great Northethat | had access
to through John Mains. That's something like ThetN The NortherrOff- or something, but it
was a magazine and tremendously interesting sto@e® of the most interesting ones that |
recall was how they got the cable up through tHdexmess to the cable, you know the . . .

DN: The tramway, yeah.

LS. ....And a lot of things like that. And thiey me borrow that material when | was, and it
was so interesting.

DN: Do you know whether those publications have ligosited at the University, or . . .?

LS: | know they must be somewhere. Is John Sinsltdidiving?



DN: Yes, yeah.

LS: John ought to know. Because John put in tracklof of good leads, and John is one of the
people who. . . . Because his association witmgnand out-of-state ownership, we had quite a
time getting title at the appraised price. Inciaddly, the Allagash appraiser died this last week,
Wesley Taylor. | saw him about three days ago datithe grocery store. He was the one that
we hired to start out as soon as we had the ma@amelyye started having appraisals done. And
he was head of a, there were two of them, Wes Tayld somebody else, red-headed boy. The
red-headed boy had just got started on doing tpeaggals and he had a heart attack. And so
Wes Taylor was the one whonfntelligible phrase) final appraisals. He lives right here in
Augusta. But, you know, that, | thought that cowbite it. They’re all in the library and | used
to, like on the canal. It seems to me it's callég Canals of Maineand tells all about the
Songo.

DN: Is that the Joel Eastnfamook?

LS. Idon’t know. |took it out, read it at the tinaed studied it and put it back, because | was
really interested in all those things. And, seg,finst trip into the Allagash was with Bill

Briggle,” and he was from the National Park Service. Antdebeen commissioned to come to
Maine and take a quick trip down through the Alstgao that National Park Service would
know what they were talking about or something, &l | only had, we were active in the,
promoting the Allagash at the time, so, | only had or three days. And I called up, what's his
name over in Auburn, but he couldn’t take us. Bgol

DN: Oh, Zig Dooley.

LS: I got Sam Jalbert, the old man and his son, ndakf but the other one, who were under
indictment then for wildlife. And what more, wecha, I'll tell you, we had an education that
nobody else will get on that trip.

DN: When was that?

LS. I'd have to look it up, but it would be, I'd hate look it up; | don’t know how I'd look it

up. Butit was in the month of September and we& hee were flown from Augusta to
Greenville by George Slater. George Slater madagements for us to meet Sam Jalbert and
his son at Churchill Dam, where there were thearalver of camps, private camps, and there
was a forestry camp there. And so he made arramggsno meet us there and start our trip, and
we’d stay overnight there. Next morning, we hadksofrom Gwen Ladlock? who did the early
archeological surveys that’s referred to in youolothere. And he told us, at that time he was
on my Historic Sites Committee, so at that timedie us, told me where to go, what to look for
and so forth. And because the dam had gone auytyweehad that big area to the left of, if you
stand on the shore and look back where you conme tinere’d be all that cove, that inlet. We
found all kinds of Indian things. We left them ept for the two or three we took for

6 Joel Eastman. Professor of American and Mais¢oHi, USM
7 Bill Briggle, former superintendent of Mt. Raini@nd former Deputy Director of the National Padnfice



identification and gave to Farnsworth Museum inlRaxed. It was under, yup.
DN: What sorts of artifacts did you find?

LS. Well, to me there were signs of arrowheads, whaighcommon, but also other, | remember
one was a scraper, to scrape flesh off from deeneat or whatever it was, you know. And we
only had a very short time at it. We took somédupies, and I've got a film but | got no camera,

| had a movie camera and | took it, but | haveot @ projector. But I've got somewhere a roll
of Allagash film.

DN: That is valuable.

LS Yup.

DN: Now this, did George fly you from Greenville tgoChurchill, or . . .?

LS. Yup, at the expense of the Fish and Game Depattme

DN: And Sam and his son met you there?

LS. Met us there. The first night, and that's wheeespent the first night. After supper, |
walked up back and there was a nice new camp up that belonged, | think the was Durst, D-
U-R-S-T. And who should I run into but a man whasene | now forget. But he was head of
the, one of the big insurance firms in Portlandl kmew me and | knew him through the Parent
Teacher Associations, and we had quite a chat. hendas up there, he said, rewriting the
insurance policy, fire insurance policy, or disastehatever they call it, for this Durst family; |
think it's D-U-R-S-T. Within a period of time, mag two or three weeks or months, the whole
thing burned flat.

DN: Was he a Payson, a Noyes, a Bauker?

LS. Yeah.

DN: A Bauker?

LS. Awhat? A broker.

DN: He was a broker but was his name Payson, ortWwag/es, or was it. . . . Dana Bauker
was a real estate, was a insurance agent.

LS. I don’t think I, those names, it might have badhayson or something like that. But
anyway, you know, one of those things that lighgrstruck, in the middle of the day and the sun
was shining; burned flat, as did other propertiBat you see, they could see the Allagash
coming and it was pretty well-known that we woutdyopay appraised price, aurintelligible
word) eminent domain. And that was a very convenieat s were there were a lot of those.



DN: Now, you stayed overnight at the Fish and Game .

LS. We stayed overnight in the Forest-, | think itswhe Forestry camp; just a rangers’ camp
right on the shore of the lake. And . ..

DN: Was this on the shore of Churchill?

LS. On the shore of Churchill; yup, the upper pakte could look from the camp site right
straight up the lake to where we’'d come, wherepthae had brought us. George left us at the
dam and the Jalberts met us there, and they hékdibod and all the equipment and took care
of us. And that started a most interesting tfijne next morning, because | do some fishing, he
took me across the head wall at . . . . There wasdg of water, you know, that’s between
Churchill and the dam, where the planes could Emaldid land and so forth. There’s a brook
that goes out of there, and | saw it on the map.tdék me up in there and we caught the most
beautiful mess of trout you've ever seen; had tf@ndinner that day. We started going down
Chase Rapids that morning after breakfast, andcenpet the campground at the foot of Chase
Rapids, on the right hand side, one that's veryroomly used. It has a name; | think you've got
it on the map. But that's where we stayed thetmat's where we had our supper. Then we
paddled down the shore to Jalbert’s camp, whichaff@asurse operating in those days. Sam
Jalbert’s, not the one we, not . . .

DN: This is the Sam Jalbert camp down on the thdrfaug between Umsaskis and Long
Lake?

LS. Yeah, this was Sam Jalbert’s sporting camp wiiak on the left-hand side. The
thoroughfare road goes across, and just below thetbe left-hand side is where Sam Jalbert’'s
camp was.

DN: Just below the John P&gmmp, but on the other side of the river.

LS. John Pageufintelligible phrase) interesting story. John Page was an acquaintaece
made in the Allagash who befriended us and whefiouned out that we were going to go to
Florida, he said, “I'm going to meet you and erggrtyou at the Everglades.” Right?

GS: Yup.

LS: And he did.

GS. He was very nice.

LS: Awful nice.

GS: And very helpful.

8 John Page, Inland Fisheries and Game Advisornn€ihd 950s.



DN: Well, . ..

GS: Your girl is gone?

DN: Yeah, she had to get back to class.

LS. I'm just rambling now.

DN: No, well . .. Brief break in taping).

LS. ....Which is downstream, where Jalbert hadmp; the other Jalbert, from Fort Kent.
DN: Willard, yeah.

LS. Yup, and we didn’t, we stayed in the Forestry pamhich was right on the shore, right in
back of that. And then the next day, because waeadaa better view of things, we climbed the
mountain in back of that. So it would be, whatebat mountain’s name for and, where the
Forestry tower was. And the next day we went doreasn and took out at, someplace, some
brook down there.

DN: You took out at a brook below Round Pond? ntltird day?

LS. No, we went down through the falls.

DN: Oh, you went down to the falls and then down . .

LS: No, we didn’'t. | don’t think we did, . . .

DN: Did you go to Michaud Farm?

LS. We went to, oh, Michaud Farm, yes. And, wabaty with the name of Taylor; does that
make any sense?

DN: Well, Taylor had a cabin on the lower part @ tiver, well below the falls, down below
Twin Brook Rapids, pretty near the end of the river
LS. Well, down there somewhere, we took out becausedad came right to the . . .

DN: Well, the road comes to the river at Michaud] #ren down, | think it's below Twin
Brook Rapids is another point.

LS. Anyway, we took out there and that would haventibée same day that we, after we stayed
overnight at Round Pond, then this toward the drileotrip. And we went down to Sam’s
house and paid the bill.

DN: And this must have been ‘61, 62, somewhereaneth



LS. I can't place itin that light. | have to, | dgrl didn’t keep a diary or anything in those
days. Butit's all, if | only had access to thiegiat the Parks Department.

DN: But the Parks Department. would have that in&drom?
LS. Yeah. But see, they've practically destroyedrgiheng by putting it on microfilm or
something and sticking it in the vaults up therdmherst. |1 don’'t know, maybe they’ve got

something on that, they, but my film they don’t balecause | took . . .

DN: Well, when we come back, we see you again, psriee can take a look, take that film
and we cangeta. ..

LS. | want to see it myself.

DN: And the easiest thing would be to get copiesenatdvideotape, as well as to see about
having it preserved. There’s a group in, | gubsy'te located in Bucksport now; Northeast
Film, a not-for-profit group. And you might wamt think about them having the film and really
taking care of it, and have a copy for your, cofaes/our family on tape.

LS. Yeah. | think the grandchildren, Mike, is, itdrested in the genealogy of the family and is
the only logical receptor of our estate, | supp@geen we get through.

DN: Well I'm going to suggest that we . . .

End of Interview
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