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Biographical Note

Gerald “Gerry” Talbot was born on October 28, 188Bangor, Maine and attended Bangor
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Transcript

Jeremy Robitaille: All right. The date is June 7th, 2001, and weat the home of Gerald
Talbot at 132 Glenwood Avenue in Portland, Maimea] aterviewing is Jeremy Robitaille. All
right, Mr. Talbot, to start out, could you pleasates your full name and spell it for the record.



Gerald Talbot: My full name is Gerald E. Talbot, T-A-L-B-O-TMy first name is Gerald, G-
E-R-A-L-D.

JR: Excellent. And what is your date and placeidh?
GT: Iwas born October 28th, 1931 in Bangor, Maine.
JR: And what were your parents' names?

GT: My mother's name was Arvella Luella Talbot, &ed maiden name was Mcintyre, and
my father's name was Wilmont Edgarton Talbot, ttelled him W. Edgarton Talbot.

JR: Could you spell those please, your mother'senespecially?

GT: My mother's name was Arvella, A-R-V-E-L-L-A,dshe was a Mcintyre. She's from
Fredericton, New Brunswick, or Canada, New Brunkw@anada.

JR: Great. And your father?
GT: My father is W. Edgarton Talbot, and he waskarBangor.
JR: Great, okay. And how did your parents, howytdr father end up in Bangor?

GT: Well, my father was born in Bangor; his fatlwas born in Bangor. And his father, and
his father, in other words we go back a little bifew generations, they were born in, or they
were from a place called Harlem. Now most peoplgtdknow where Harlem is, except for
New York. But Harlem is just, was just on the othiele of Augusta, Maine, and then in 1822,
which is two years after statehood, they changatighd now it is known as China, Maine.

JR: Really? Okay. And how about your mother, lthavshe, how did her ancestors get to
Fredericton, where were they from?

GT: Well most, you see, a lot of people in FredericNew Brunswick and Nova Scotia,
either got there through the Underground Railrdlaichugh ships, you know, that kind of thing.
And then either, you know, because as time wemhowed back into Maine or stayed there.
And that's why you will find most of the black geatons, with Black relatives in Maine, are all
relatives. And most of them, and | could go thtomgmes, but that's not important right now,
most of the names are from Canada.

JR: Do you have any siblings?

GT: | have four daughters, Renee, Rachel, RegithBath.

JR: How about any brothers or sisters?

GT: Ildon't have any. No, | thought you meantlteythave any. No, | have one brother and



three sisters.
JR: And what are their names?

GT: Well, the oldest one is Elaine, it is now E&@Brookes, she's in Detroit, Michigan. Then
there is Beverly, Beverly lives in Bangor now. Ahén Robert, we all call him Butch, okay
Robert Talbot, and he's now retired from the feldgoaernment. Now he lives in Bangor. And
| have another sister, my younger sister whichlimBeth, she lives in South Portland.

JR: Okay, excellent. What did your parents do, iwhere their occupations?

GT: My father was chef at the Bangor House in Bangod he worked there from, from what
| know of, for thirty, about thirty-five, forty yea, he was a chef there. And my grandfather
worked there before him. And my mother worked &sasewife, as most people did, and she
did some catering with my grandmother, and she diksome work for other people, people
who had money and that kind of thing. Becausehae to remember, or should remember
really, that in those days it wasn't easy for @lblamily or a black mother or father to just get a
job doing whatever they were occupied to do. Butking was something that they could do
and did, and did very well.

JR: What were your parents' religious views?
GT: They were Episcopalians.
JR: And how about their social and political views?

GT: They were, my father worked, my father workaakl, as far as | can remember, my father
worked like from five in the morning until maybente'clock at night. My mother was very
involved, she was involved with the community censée was involved, you know, with the
black community. She was | guess you'd probabhaséive in a lot of different kinds, | mean
with the YWCA, she in her later years drove a ceakpalsy bus in Bangor, because my
youngest daughter, our Beth, had cerebral paldyshmidrove a bus for them. So she was more
or less active.

JR: How did your parents involvement in the comnyrinow did that influence you growing
up, do you have a sense?

GT: Ithink they were very important to me. Weelivin a, | would say, one of the biggest, |
use the word black, communities, in the state. wedived in that, but it was a very diverse
neighborhood, you see, a lot of people, but attthreg we didn't know what diversity means, we
didn't know what it meant. It was made up of biakhites, Irish Americans, Catholics, and it
was made up, and it taught me a lot. | cannotefiotuat, it just taught me a lot about
neighborhoods, people, that kind of thing. Andiswas very good for my education.

JR: What can you say about the dynamic of the iiffeethnic groups, | guess, were there,
was there much tension growing up that you canlreca . . .?



GT: Well, it's kind of funny for me to say, or ikKsd of a little bit awkward for me to say,
because when you're growing up you don't know nthahmatters, you know, you're just trying
to do a lot of things. You're trying to learn, yeutrying to find out who's who, and you're trying
to find, you know, as far as kids are concerned;rgarying to play ball, | did a lot of that. So
you're trying to do a lot of things. But, as farl&now it was a good, very good neighborhood
and it was well knit. |1 would go to somebody's g@uyou know, a white friend. | don't mean to
be derogative when | say that, but when I, if | Wwentheir house I'd stand out front and I'd
holler, you know, and I'd say either, “Alan,” origg to somebody else I'd say, “Pat.” Their
mother would come to the door and say, “Wait a t@nthey're eating now. Have you eaten? If
you haven't eaten, get in here.” And I'd go irréhend eat. If | had eaten they say, “Well come
on in here, they'll be right out.” That kind ofrt. Or we played ball, well, we played baseball
or whatever right out there in the street, and a& dur gloves, and if for some reason and they
were eating and I'd eaten, the gloves, basebal] idiatever would be right in the hallway, and
their mother would say, “Well, you know, take wiyatl want,” or we'd take what we, as long as
we put them back. We'd go out in the street arid play, and we'd put them back.

But | think the most important thing about that wiaat | learned, and it's not something you can
just say well | learned this, like you do in schdmit there's something you were brought up
with, | learned to have a lot of respect for peopf®u know, the older generation. | call them
now the older generation, and the old generation,lgarned to have respect for them, how they
brought you up, how they, you know, how people beha how kids behave. And then of
course the, what they called the USO at that titveas during the war, then became, the
community center came along and we did that. Avadlwas a center for us as Black people in
Bangor because that's when things started to nlong and we were getting old, and then we
were starting to find out, wait a minute now, them@number of things that aren't right in this
society, you know, and we started finding that dbb. that's, it's kind of uh age process.

JR: Do you remember any specific people growingvlip really had an influence on you?

GT: Ohyes, | have lots, | had a lot of people thate really very instrumental insofar as that
| looked up to. Now, you have to remember thabphdy they were a little older than | was,
maybe even ten years older than | was. Or theg warage. But they were people that you
look up to, that's part of a good society, thad pf a good neighborhood, you know. And I lost
one. | shouldn't say | lost one, but he passed qu&h before Christmas in December, Reggie
Clark, who was a big man but he always had a sonilkis face, he was a boxer, he played all
sports, football, basketball, baseball and traakiean, he was just, and he drove a railroad
engine. Of course, you know, it's hard to say raaya, but he was an engineer. And, but he
was somebody you could just look up to, you knéwiad Mr. Wise was another chef in Bangor
that you could look, you know, quiet people butythere like statues. You know, and the
Nelson family, | mean, | could just go on, becatlsg was your neighborhood.

Let me give you an example. When | was smallmgdyrandmother lived next door to me,

nice house, but she lived next door, she was icdtering business.Uqintelligible phrase), he
was an ex-chef, as | said before. And we woulded, because we would hear from, you know
how you hear things from parents, you would heat #ida and Queeni¢?) Peters was coming



home. Now that meant that, they lived next doanyograndmother, but they taught down at
Tuskegee, Alabama, they were teachers down them, tw school up here but they taught down
there. And you found out through the ear that tveye coming home, so you sat on that front
lawn, waiting for them to come home. Because yoevk you knew a couple things, that they
were going to drive around that corner in what segto be a huge black Cadillac, and they
were coming home. And that just was, it was jostliiggest thing going. And you didn't know
what time they were coming home, so you just waitecetty soon, that car, and it seemed like
the car was so long it took a long time for itwontaround that corner, and it came around that
corner and Aida and Queer{®, you know, the Peters, came home and it wasijestit was

just like the sky opened up. Because you hadve paople that you looked up to. And you
did, yeah.

JR: That's great. What can you tell me about Bamngymwing up, like what about the
community in general, like socially, economicalpplitically?

GT: Bangor, Bangor’s like probably any communityell, any good-size community in
Maine. But Bangor was a, was hometown, Bangorauasrome town. And we would go to,
like every Sunday we'd go across the city to myheis sister, or my aunt's house, and we had
dinner over there. And of course they had Han&tcget. Now Hancock Street was like any
town, it was a street where it was rough, it wasuah street, and we had relatives that lived on
Hancock Street. But Bangor was a good commurfiyd it had, the police force was a police
who you knew a lot of the police officers becaussytwere either relatives or people who lived
in the neighborhood. Not black, but white, whaebivin the neighborhood. And where we lived
was, it was not right in the city but, you knowsfwutside the city limits. Not, you know,
downtown, but it was like a farm. In other worgsu'd get up in the morning, there were cows
out back, horses out back, you'd go down maybe thoaises, there was a farm, you know, like a
farm, they had chickens and all of that, you knd\md, so from that point on, you know, it was
a good city. 1 still like Bangor, I still go batkere, Bangor's my home town you know.

JR: Do you have recollections, or do you rememigarimg stories about the Great Depression
when you were a child, like how it affected Bangohow it affected people you knew?

GT: Well, I think like a lot of kids, or like a laif youngsters, | heard stories about it. But |
never knew a lot about the Depression, except likateven during the war years or before that,
my father, we sat on a round table, like a lotamhilies sit, you know, the table was round, and
we each had our place to sit down, and | sat besidfather. And if | left anything on that

plate, whether it would be a crumb from my breatherwhatever, he'd tell me, “You got to eat
that. There are people who are starving, peogle'tagating, and you eat that.” And | always
had to, and I've learned, | learned and I've renegatbit ever since, | have to clean off that
plate, because that's what it was worth. So itweag good, and everything was, everything, |
think, was, like at that time or generation wasdjo¥ou know.

One of the things that | think | did learn abouw thity was the fact that, and you learn this as |
stated before, as time goes on and you get abittielder, was the fact that we did not have a
black policeman, we did not have a black nursediganot have anybody, in other words, you
know, that was there but it was kind of an undedysubculture that was there that as a child or



as a teenager or, you know, you didn't really ustd@d until that starts coming to you little by
little, and you put it in your mind, and it kind sfays there as you get a little bit older and you
kind of, something's not right here, or somethmgust, | just can't put my finger on it, that kind
of thing.

JR: Where did you attend elementary school?

GT: | attended elementary school in Bangor, | iertiannibal Hamlin grammar school, |
went to Lagen Street grammar school, and therall§invent to Bangor High School, and,
believe it or not, | graduated.

JR: What can you recall of your experiences, likg stories or influential teachers or peers,
about your days in school?

GT: Probably one of the most important people inedyication, okay, and | can remember
Mrs. Penney, | can remember Mrs. Burke and goinguiljh grammar school, and whatever.
But probably one of the most important people tlean remember in education was a man
named Mark Shed. Young man, okay, | think he lpagt graduated from the University of
Maine in Orono. And | was in high school. Novhdd a hard time in high school because
things were not, in other words, | think | am gtiider the impression that they just never
offered me what | needed to have or wanted, orettaukay.

And when | got to high school | was, | always playmll, football, basketball, baseball, always,
did it always. And when | got to high school Irs¢a out doing that, and when | got to junior
high school they found out that | had a small ace#sghat they called epilepsy. Now, you know,
epilepsy is when sometimes you just, it's likegatliswitch, it just turns off the light quick, and
then you're back. | mean, you know, and you caraléeng to somebody, they wouldn't even
know that. And | was caught. | shouldn't say ¢dapthey found out when | was playing football
one time, so they cut me. Which means my seniar ydid not play anything, even though |
was capable and able, they wouldn't let me. ltsay robbed me of that.

Now, here's where Mark Shed comes in. | sat timesehool, looked out the window on a day
like this and I'm saying, “I'm out of here, | dowant school any more, | quit.” So I quit. And
pretty soon, a week went by and my uncle said, t\Waminute, you're going back to school.
You got to go back to school, get an educationt’that time you had to get a high school
education. So | says, “Okay, I'm going back.” Welvent back to high school, and a couple
days went by and | looked out the window, “Geég,heautiful out there, I'm out of here.” And
| was gone again. And then you know my aunt, agdyrandmother came to me and says,
“Look, wait a minute, you go back to school, Budggu got to get an education, and what you
do when you get that education, I'll send you tdbeaschool, I'll send you to barber school.”
And | went back. A couple days went by or, a wesekt by, and I'm saying, “Geez, it looks
nice outside”. 1 did that four times. Four timedjd that. Pretty soon Mark Shed caught me,
and Mark Shed said, “Wait a minute, you come ihie bffice, | want to talk to you.” He was
the assistant football coach, also, for JVs or ed@t And him and | sat, and he says, “You're
going to graduate, you got to graduate from thghtschool because, you know,” he give me a
talking to. | went back to school and sure enogigim what he told me and what he was able



to, you know, from what | was able to take from hon Friday the 13th, let me tell you this,
Friday the 13th in 1952 | graduated from BangorHgghool. For me it's unbelievable, but you
know, | always remember that.

JR: So what did you do after high schddll2  After high school | went to work for the
Bangor House with my father. | went to work foe Bangor House because you couldn't get a
job driving a truck for the city, you couldn't gejob that was decent or that would pay your, you
could earn a trade. That was something my fatleys taught me, was you've got to earn a
trade. But | couldn't do that, but | could go torwwhere my father works at the Bangor House.
And then at some point one of the other cooke@Bangor House and | sort of got in a little
disagreement over, you know, because | would goratevhistling like, you know, you're a
happy kid. “Stop your whistling, you sound likeathmachine over there that does the dishes.”
And that happened about two or three times, aralyith says, | says, “Dad, I'm going to see you
later. | ain't staying, | ain't doing this, | aigbing to, you know,unintelligible phrase).” And

my father asked me where | was going, | says, giimg somewhere but | ain't going to tell
you.” In other words, I've got an education, Kt something, but I'm going to get something
that's going to further my education and furthertragle. So | moved, | left.

And then | said, I'm going to move to Portland, iwo reasons. Well, | told myself for two
reasons. Number one, while | played football fanBor | found a, | met a young woman in
Portland who was going to Portland High School,olitis now still my wife, and | said, “Well,
Portland's a bigger city and | can do a better’j&o | left Bangor and moved to Portland. And
without probably realizing I'm going to run intaetsame problems, you know, the color
problems. But | moved to Portland and one of ktiegs that | could do, and I'm glad | could, is
that | could always get what | call my whites ouhite hat, my white shirt, white pants, and |
could cook. See, | could go anywhere and | coalskc And so | could always do that if | had
to fall into that. And I've fallen into that a nber of times, I've fallen into that.

And then what happened is in 1953, | was in Padtlamd what | decided to do is, | was the only
one, well, nobody in my immediate family, in my irachate family was in the service. This is
during the Korean War and I'm saying, wait a minusays, I'm not going to grow ), up
knowing that somebody will come back and say, yion'tldo your duty or whatever. | says, I'm
going in the service, | says, I'm going in theswise, I'm going to do that. So | did, | joinedeth
Marine Corps. But something else happened. Eppithe Marine Corps, | tried to join the
Marine Corps in Portland, and for some reasonssed everything. But of course, as | said, and
| can say this now, | was good in sports so | caldénything. But for some reason they took
me, and one of the tests | had was a booklet, ratftht booklet they have all kinds of little color
pictures and they have a number in there. | dgbtany of them, and | didn't understand why |
didn't get any of them. They finally told me, y@utolor blind. You're color blind. And by
being color blind, you can't get in the serviceell\M didn't really realize, but | knew that

getting in the Marine Corps wasn't the biggestgHor a black person to do, or being able to do.
So | said, and then my attitude got up again,laaild, “I'm outta here, I'm going back to
Bangor.” And | went back to Bangor and | say$,have to join the French Foreign Legion I'm
going to do something, but I'm getting out of hea@nehow I'm going to, you know, trying to do
what's best. And | did, | went down to the Armguyknow, the Army recruit station. | said,
“How fast can you get me in?” and the guy say$i,lf{lve you in the Army in about a week.” In



a week | was gone. So that's what happened. nt spee years in the Army.
JR: And, where were you stationed while you weréhmn Army?

GT: You really don't want to hear this.

JR:  No?

GT: Well, I'm a little bit different than a lot gpeople. | went down to Fort Dix and did my
basic training. From Fort Dix | went up to Fort\udas, which is theupintelligible phrase).

And one of the things | wanted to do was also doestraveling down south and find out what's
going on down there, from what | was able to hedugt | was able to see, what | was able to
communicate with other people at the community exetitat we used to go to like every day,
every weekend. So that, but | was at Fort Dixrt Bax is in Boston, so I'm saying, “What am |
doing at Fort Dix?” | mean Fort Devons, “What adoing at Fort Devons?” So | was at Fort
Devons, | says wait a minute, | can do somethirty this here. So | put in for Korea, | put in
for Korea. Nothing happened. | put in for Koreece, nothing happened. | decided, look, |
ain't going nowhere, they're not going to do amghwith me. So | got married, 1954 | got
married, | married my wife Anita. Right? About @nth later, even before that, they sent me
overseas. And here's where | said you don't veahear this. They sent me to a place called
Tulle, Greenland, which is top of the North Polenean, it is top of the North Pole. So top of
the North Pole that when you do your six months, gome home for thirty days, | told them up
there, “No, no, no, no. I'm going to do my yead #men I'm going home because I'm not, if | go
home for six months you ain't going to see me neefioSo | did my year in Tulle, Greenland,
and then | came home. Went right back to Fort Bind then | got discharged in 1956.

JR: Inyour time in the Army, | guess | just wantioow your impression, or any experiences
you had as far as considering that the Army haidgesn desegregated only a few years, like
back in 1948. | don’t know if you experienced aegsions from that in your experiences in the
Army or - ?

GT: I experienced some of that at Fort Dix. Thag barracks in fact right across from the
house, but that barracks was mostly black. Sodtiiatvas there to a certain extent. It took
some while for that to work itself out. But yealstill felt some of that there, yeah.

JR: Okay. So what did you do after the Army?

GT: After the Army, 1956, | came back to Portlarglt Portland in 1956 was almost the
same thing. Almost the same way insofar as Blgeltsng jobs and whatever. But | went to
work at the what they | think used to call the Cammity Center and, not the Community Center,
what did they call that. Well, | think it's the @munity Center, for the city, and | went there on
Free Street. And | was the fireman, which is wtditl when | was in the service. | played ball,
| played basketball for Fort Devons, but | wasrarfian. And, but then, of course in those days
what they had a furnace, so you had to keep tmabar going, and you also had to do the
dusting and whatever. So | would keep the furrggieg, bank it at night bank it at night, and
then I'd go up early in the morning and I'd do migtehg, cleaning and all of that, and keep the



fires going. Especially in the winter, I'd keeg fires going. So | did that. Then | worked at,
you know, a couple of jobs. | was trying to findecent trade, trying to find one | can learn,
you know, that kind of thing. And that's what ddi

JR: I've been told that you were employed by thel®aod Gannett Papers?

GT: | was employed by the Guy Gannett Publishingh@any, and | started there in 1966. |
had worked as a printer, different shops, | hackedras a printer. | tried to get a job with the
telephone company, and | went there on two diffeoenasions, | went there to find a job
because somebody said that, you know, you mighbleto find, so | went there, took a test,
was about halfway through that test, a guy canmd@nd he says, “Yup, it's all done.” And |
thought to myself, “It's all done? How can it Bed@mne?” And he says, “You failed the test.”
But, he says, “If you want to take another test jaue to wait six months.” And | says, “My
God,” so | went to work for a printing company @ut-almouth, came back and took another
test. It wasn't a quarter of the way through #st, tokay, it wasn't a quarter away, he says,
“You're all done.” And | was like, it was unbeleve. And, “You failed.” And as | walked out
of there | says, “| know why | failed. Because biack.” | know why [ failed.

And | went to work, shortly after, went to work ftive Guy Gannett newspaper companies, you
know, | was working nights, and | went to a meetid¢pw I'm starting to go to different
meetings. | went to a meeting and there | mes#me man who gave me a test. And | went to
him and I'm saying, “I've got a job, I'm workin@ut | want to find out why | failed the test

twice. Can you tell me?” He says, “Yeah,” he sdysu got a big mouth.” And you're active

in the NAACP. And | was, | was elected presiddithe NAACP in 1964, and of course | just
made sure that | made myself heard and | stoodmuytiat | believed in. And, you know, that's
not what he said, but he said, you know, you'rg aetive in the NAACP and, he says, you got a
big mouth, which proved to me why | didn't get tjudd. But | had that job with Guy Gannett
Publishing Company, and | kept that until 1991 bretired after twenty-five years.

JR: Okay, if we can go back to your involvementhwiite NAACP, how did you first get
involved, like when and how? What were the circtamses?

GT: Well, I was working for Maine Printing Compaai/that time, running the press, | was
running the press. And, all of a sudden Mr. Wiltiee owner of the company, come in, he says,
he hollered down, you know, “Gerry,” he says, “Sowdy here to see you.” Yeah, okay. He
says, Birger Johnson, Birger Johnson was assauiaister at Woodford's Congregational
Church. And he says, “He wants to see you forrautei” Well | says, “okay, have him come
down.” So I'm still running my press, | says, “Yeavhat can | do you for?” He says, “Look,”
he says, “what we'd like to do is we'd like to stabranch of the NAACP,” and he says, but, and
he says, “you seem to know a lot of people, youkrmack people,” he says, “you seem to
know a lot of people. So we want to get some nashesme people who you think can do the
job, you know.” | says, “Okay, I'll do what | cdn,says, “if you come back in a couple of days
I'll give it to you.” Came back in a couple of daySo then a couple of days went by and Mr.
Willis called down, he says there's a man here¢oy®u again. | says, “Okay.” He came down,
and he says, “Gerry, how are you doing?” | sdgsdoing okay. I'm still running the press,
right?” He says, “Yeah, how are you doing?” | sdys doing okay.” And he says, well we



finally found a name, he says thanks to me. Asalis, whatever help | can be to you, | said,
“Who's the name?” “You.” | almost fell in the e I'm saying, “Me?” You know, like,
“What?” | says, “l can't do that. No, no, no, no, wait a minute, hold the phone.” Well,
Jesus, you know, we had to stop the press, ansblying, I've never done anything like this in
my life, you know. So he says, now, and then,rand | know why he was a minister, because
he talked me into it. “We'll do this, we'll suppgou, we'll do that.”

And then things started to go, newspaper wisetharavords, you know, Gerry Talbot's running
for this, and we've got this and this, you know hwwspapers do that kind of thing. And there
were a number of people saying, well, if they'rengdo do this, go to the newspaper and give
them a story. | says, “Look, I'm not going to dwthing.” People who go to the meeting will
elect who they want to elect. But he talked me ihaind | says, “Look, I'll do the best | can.”
And | says, so we have a meeting and whatever.tHaiis how | got started.

JR: And when was that?
GT: That was 1964, that was May of 1964, can'tdbiigy
JR: Okay, and had you been involved with it befibven?

GT: No. Ithink my mother had us when we were angor, when | was there, | was a kid, |
think my mother had as members, but I've never esived insofar as being active and
whatever, no, no.

JR: Okay. Isittrue that when, in 1964 when yegdme president, is that when the state
organization got affiliated with the national NAACP

GT: No, well, whenever you become, whenever yoeivecyour charter, you become a
national member, you know, that's part of being@omal member of NAACP, okay? But there
was a chapter in Bangor, and there was a chaptavitston. And a number of people from
Portland would go up to Lewiston. And | thinkhirik it was the time when things were starting
to really get involved, like in the south, in th@s, '56, '57, '58, you know, were starting to move
And they had been involved, but | mean startingntve, and they moved their way right up
into the state of Maine. And Portland, becausaraber of people had gotten together and said,
we got to start something. And in fact, the blaoknmunity here in Portland had met, | think it
was either 1964, | think it was in the same yeat defore that that got together and said, we got
to do something, you know, we've got to start pgtsome things together. Because, you know,
we've been here for a long time and very little hadn done, and very little, | should say very
little movement had been done that said we goh&mge everything. So that's one of the other
things. And so that's how we got started, ancag Way, | think it was May of 1964 we got
started.

JR: And, what do you know about the, like the bramcLewiston and Bangor, when did they,
how long had they been around?

GT: They had been around, oh, they got started enapbut two years before we did, or a



year before we did, they got started. Becausa#,\&s | said, it was an attitude that had moved
its way up and things had to be done. And Bangahably not as much as Lewiston, but
Bangor, had been feeling that pinch for a long tals® because of Dow Air Force Base, because
of air personnel that had been moving in here,graw, Black personnel, who couldn't find
housing, who couldn't find part time jobs. Andytiveere just going through some things that
was telling us, you got to do something, or sonrmgfHias to be done. So that's how things
started to move, and we were starting to move them.

JR: Okay. What did you actually do, like what aities did you do in like affiliation with the
Maine NAACP? Like what specifically?

GT: It's a good question but there's one thingewerything. | mean everything. Let me go
back. Once you become involved, okay, this ispugtfeeling, but once you become involved,
even though you haven't been involved, once yoorednvolved with something like that, you
just take off. Not sometimes that you want to, Yot just take off because that's your life.
That's your, that’s your family, that's your, whawre going to be, who your family's going to
be. And | say that with all sincerity because 'thahat has to happen, otherwise you're going to
remain underwater?, okay? So, during that time we picked a boardiagctors, and we went
to the national convention, which is in Washingia€. We went to the national convention,
and when you do that you learn a little bit, butrthyou know, you start getting, you know, you
start putting things together. And in 1963 | wenthe march on Washington and, me and a
number of people went to the march on Washingtod,that was probably one of the greatest
things that I've ever been able to take into effect

Glen Payne, who was, Glen Payne was the presidiéme dangor branch, and | was president
of the Portland branch, we took a trip to Laurelssiksippi, and we were going to take a
truckload of books and clothes down to Laurel, Msippi because Bangor had adopted Laurel,
Mississippi as a branch, as a family branch. Bttelast minute, whoever was going to let us
use the truck found out we, “No, no, no, no, nagy gn't taking my truck down there.” | mean,
times were rough. And so we couldn't. But wetdkk a bus. And of course my family and
everybody thought, well, you can't do that, | m#aat's just a dangerous, dangerous thing to do.
And at that time it's like, | got to do that, ykoow, | have to do that, that's something that has
to be done. So you do that. | mean, those ar@rties, those are what the times are. And that's
who you are, and of course you're younger and kyaw, you have a feeling that I've got to do
that. And that’s, so him and | went down and spthier a week or two weeks down in Laurel,
Mississippi.

And that also is part of your education, when yame back and you just, it just kind of rolled
along, and you end up, what happens, | think, duti@at time is you challenge the chief of
police, you challenge the city manager, you chgketihe governor. Not just those things, but
you're standing up for what's right, okay? And'y@trying to get the Human Rights
Commission, you're trying to get the, you knowpanmission going, you're trying to get a rent
legislation passed, you know, you're trying to lolecause those are the things, things has to be,
you can do, in other words, you've lived in a stycikat had done away with those things, and
everybody else has them but you, you know, youaentdenied them. You've been denied
them.



And we went up to hear legislation on the HumarhB&gommission, and we went up there,
1978 | think, 1968 | think, and legislation on hmgsand the Human Rights Commission. And
first time we went up there, you know, here's dateslegislature and, you know, we haven't
been up there, | haven't been up there. And s@gawp there and you try to do what you can,
and you find out, you know, the first year or tweays you fail, so you go back and you try it
again. And, of course, a lot of people got togelbiezause they feel the same as you do, you
know, and | can't speak for a lot of people byidak for myself, you know, my ideas. And so
they take part in that, and they wanted to be gfattat because they knew they'd been getting
along these years without that. But they wardndg that's their right, everybody's right,
everybody else has it, why don't we have it. Sd'shwhat we do.

JR: |l guess, I just kind of want to get a sensthefCivil Rights movement from your point of
view and from the Maine point of view | guess. fisst of all, in your community down in
Laurel, Mississippi and in Washington, D.C., likbat people do you remember most, and
experiences, or if you have any anecdotes abouttynas back in the sixties.

GT: Well you always have to understand that yoltehawecognize and respect Martin Luther
King, Roy Wilkins, John Lewis, you know, peoplettlyau hear, people that you see now that
you didn't see before. Like we went all throughassd without reading anything about black
history, and you know, you don't see anything albartk people. You go all through school
without seeing, you see pictures on the wall, lmut gjon't see any pictures of black people on
the wall so you have nobody to look up to that w&gp, plus, you want to get closer to them, not
closer to them as people, but closer to them im #iBtudes and their being and their activity.
You want to get close to them, you want to do ttiett's what needs to be done. You know, So
you do that. And you respect that. | want to heaant to see, | want to feel. And you do that
because you're Black and you need, you have toymwerights, you need to have your rights.
So you want to, so, as | said before, you just kmeping, you keep getting along.

Dr. Murph, who's a man that | met when | was indehuMississippi, we met, we got down there
early in the morning, about five o'clock in the mioaig, he drove us around the city. And I've
never been down in the south before, okay? Andeswent to Laurel, Mississippi, come to find
out, talk about Black and white, but that's the wWwaycommunity is. We went through the white
section, which have tarred streets, sidewalksestamps, they have lawns, houses, everything.
And then we went around the black community ang theve shacks, no sidewalks. In other
words, when you went from the street, which is,dutten you went from the street to the house,
you had to go over a plank or, you know, a step, kimow, a step because there was a gully, a
heavy(?) gully, you know. The streets were just dirt steeeNo street lights. No street lights.
Very few lawns. You know, | mean it was just adil@nd white kind of thing. And when we
went over to his house, and we finally went tohosise, and we had breakfast there with his
wife, and | sat there and kept looking at the waltause he had a big, you know, plate window,
and | looked at the black wall and I'm saying, “Ymeust be really redoing their wall.” And |
kept looking at it, but something, you know, sonmegheven though | had just graduated from
Bangor High School not long ago, | was saying, gbimg isn't right here. And | kept looking,
and | said, “Dr. Murph, what are you doing to yaall?” He says, “About every other weekend
they shoot out that plate glass window with guhg,’says, “those are bullet holes.” | moved my



chair. But it was very exciting, it was very, arety knowledgeable. Now let me tell you one
more story, if you don't mind.

JR: Can | just switch the tape real quick?

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

JR: We are on Tape One, Side Two of the intervieth @erald Talbot. And you were just
about to tell me another story about your times phease.

GT: Well, this is one that has stayed with me. Amat's when Glen and | was down in
Laurel, Mississippi. Because you, as | said befone of the things | want, | want to find out
what's going on in the south, and | want to set #ra | want to feel that. Because you hear it
and, you know, there's just a lot of things and'ngoane of those people. And while we were
down there, | went to Dr. Murph, | said, “Dr. Murghwvant to go to a place where they refuse to
serve black people.” He says, “No problem,” hessd\l'here's places like that here,” he says.
But what we do is we go to the Chamber of Commeand,we go to a police department and
tell them what we're going to do. | says, “Okayjen are we going to do that.” So he says,
“We'll do that in a couple of days.” But we wenat @ the field working, you know, every day
we'd go out in the field, working and trying to geople to the polls which was very, very hard
because these people had to live there. You k@d&n and | and another load of people would
come in and go back out. But these people livedethso they knew what they had to go
through and whatever. And you, in most cases wyell, | say most cases, all cases, you
couldn't get in the city hall; they wouldn't letyo the door. You could not go in a city hall,
even in the front door, they'd tell you that. Ok&o a couple days went by, and I'm saying,
“Dr. Murph, | thought we were going to go in a astant.” “Oh yeah, we'll get to the
restaurant.” But we didn't get to the restauréu.finally | took it upon myself, | says, “Wait a
minute, I'm going up to this restaurant myself,uyjonow, after | found out what, where it was.
So | asked another black girl who was working wishh and she said, “No, I'm not going there.”
She says, “No no, I'm not going there.” And whapibened, | found out, | come to the
conclusion later on that she lives there, you kritvere's a difference.

So | said, I'm going up there. So | went up thdreient up there and | sat down in the hotel, |
mean, it was like a hotel, | can't remember now,towas like a hotel and it had a restaurant. So
| sat down in the restaurant and the waitress danand she says, “Can | help you?” and | says,
“Can | get some change?” Got me some change, btaugack. Hmm, “Can | get a cup of
coffee and a piece of pie?” She went and got mgeof coffee and a piece of pie. Either I've
got the wrong place, or something's wrong. Sg$sdkay, can | get some more change?”
“Yup,” so she went and got me some more changewttm | paid my bill, | left. | went back to
Dr. Murph, | says, “Dr. Murph, | thought you toldenthey wouldn't serve blacks.” He says,
“They don't.” | said, “What do you mean they d@nThey served me, | had a cup of coffee.”
And he starts laughing. | says, “Dr. Murph, whiag gou doing?” He says, “They didn't know
you were Black.” You know, because of the colongfskin. It never dawned on me. It never
dawned on me. It just didn't dawn on me. So whsame home, after we came home, we drove
a car back, after we came home, and the newspapandrticle. | sent that restaurant a copy of



that article so they'd know what they said, youwno

JR: That's great. So you went, during the CivigRis movement you went down, like, did a
lot of people like involved, specifically involvesith the NAACP also go down to the south
during this period? Like people from Maine andnapth?

GT: Yeah. Yeah, different parts of the south, theyt down on voter registration, because
voter registration was a large part of what wagi@blace, that was an activity that a lot of
people helped out. Not just from Maine, but beeans were from Maine, and this is Maine, |
mean, we're from Maine, you know, so we went dovnwas something that we were very
proud of being able to do, and doing.

JR: So that really helped people up in the northesely get a sense of what the Civil Rights
movement was all about.

GT: Oh, it was a whole learning experience. Weamty learned that, but we learned what
was going on, what had to be done or what needbd tione, and what we could do. But it also
tied us in with people who were in the south, okand so it brought us together as a people.
Not only black people, | say especially black, botmally black people, but black and white.

JR: What effect do you think, like, say like massdia had on, its influence as far as how
people, like people who didn't go down to the sputiur average, you know, most people up
north east, how they would see what was going dhdrsouth through mass media. How do
you, like, did that have an influence on, like whats the influence of how it affected the people
in the north, do you think?

GT: Well, the mass media | think had a big effecpeople. Because sometimes they'd report
things, and you can't see the other side of tdten you don't see the other side of it, that other
side isn't there to see. So you have to takeahywurself to find out what's going on,

especially if you're in a leadership active rolewiatever. You have to find out, because you
can do that, come back, and give people back heoenpletely different story, completely
different story. The mass media has a big effaata only politics but racism, activities, that
kind of stuff, so you have to be careful of thAnd in some cases it's good, some cases it's not
good at all.

JR: As far asin the U.S. Senate, with like theildRights Act and the Voting Rights Act, did
you have much of a sense of how Maine senatordMikskie and Hathaway, in particular, how,
what their stance on Civil Rights were and howacthey were in that? Do you, did you have a
sense of that?

GT: Ithink as a voter, as voters, | think we ale&gpt up with that, or we tried to keep up
with that. They were not only, say Muskie or Hathg or Kyros, but they also had a vote, they
had a vote on human rights and civil rights andéhkinds of activities. So we kind of kept up,
either reading the newspaper or listening to thvespaper, or going to a function that they were
either at or will be at or whatever. So, becawsksaid before, what's happening out there,
especially in the sixties and the seventies, okayge the fact that this is your life. This is your



life. This is not only your life now, and who yame and what you are, but it deals with your
children. In other words, where are they goingeable to go, how are they going to be able to
on. So you sort of keep an eye on that. Sometyoesnay not realize that, but that's what you
do, yeah, that's what you do.

JR: What about probably more nationally known figgirlike what was your sense of Lyndon
Johnson's role, for example?

GT: Well, let me take Lyndon Johnson. When Lyndohnson first became president, and it
wasn't an easy thing to do when we lost Presidenhiédy. But when Johnson became
president we really didn't know what was going appen to us. | mean, we just kind of feared
that, uh-oh, you know, here's a man from Texas(elligible phrase). Because civil rights was
the issue, civil rights was the issue. Okay, n@pdak that as a black person, but civil rights
was the issue, and everything that came was thiegigihts issue. You know. And we were

kind of worried about, uh-oh, where are we going/nor how are we going to do that, or what's
going to happen. And it turned out, as time wenthe was one of the best things that happened
to us, okay, with his civil rights record and whadg and his stand for civil rights. You know,
that's, | can't tell you about his stand on takean't tell you about his stand on, say, healtle,ca
but | can tell you something about his stand, oemgthe stood on civil rights, you know, and
that kind, human rights. | can tell you that, that's what | was mainly involved in. Even
though he'd have some part of the other, you kyow either read it in the, like the mass media
and whatever. But that's what you're interested in

JR: And how would you compare Johnson with, likenKedy, like Robert and John
Kennedy?

GT: Well I think there's a big difference, as evmrgty must understand. | think John F.
Kennedy and Bobby Kennedy were the so-called btights. And they did what they needed
to, could do, but they came from rich stock and teter, and Catholic stock and whatever, but
they were there and they did it. They, Kennedy tliase when the same group, whether it was
Whitney Young, whether it was Roy Wilkins, they nagth them afterwards, after the Civil
Rights march, they met with John F. Kennedy, yoovkmafter. John F. Kennedy was there, you
know, he had that bright light. | mean, he wasetting we could all look, it was something we
could always look up to, and did look up to, anlll Isiok up to. And Johnson just came from
another kind of a mold I think, you know, and hai$ of Texas, you know, where things were
not the greatest thing for Black people, you kndmd he came out of Texas. Uh-oh, uh-oh,
we're going to lose the bright star, or our hopel, \@e're going to go with Johnson, you know.
And | said, whoa, wait a minute. So, it puts difgeon where we are and what we're doing.
Yeah.

JR: Okay. This might be a little obscure, but dwyave any impressions of the Democratic
National Convention in 1964, in Atlantic City?

GT: Nineteen sixty-four.

JR: Yeah, it was having to do with the Mississippeedom Democratic Party?



GT: Yeah, yeah. | had a little bit of a, we watthieat completely over the wires, and we
watched that, you know, that's another thing whauirg active, you're active, you have to keep
an eye on it, and we watched all of that. And tiveye denied the right | think to go into that
convention, they were denied the righY, so you watch that because that's what's takiacgpl
and you see that. So that's, we were involve@g@mng what we could see and what we could
feel and what we heard.

JR: Did that whole situation like kind of, for likmaybe the Black community in general, or
for the NAACP, did that kind of taint Johnson's geaat all? With how, how he was kind of
involved or didn't take such an active approacinyiimg to let (nintelligible phrase)?

GT: Well | think more or less, | think, from whefe coming from, | think more or less it was
a fact that what was taking place with the Demaci@bmmittee, and with the Democratic
stance and where they're going and that kind afjthi think that's more or less where that took
a, you know, took a hole off.

JR: Okay. I've been told that, were you also yioesident of the New England NAACP?
GT: You found a lot of information. Yes.

JR: In 19687 Tell me about that, like people yaet and like how it was different from your
involvement with the Maine NAACP.

GT: Well, I was still involved with Maine NAACP, iltinvolved with the Maine NAACP, but
you know, if you get involved you get involved. dpretty soon people involve you for you
because you meet people, you meet other peoplgjaangist, you sort of grow, you grow. Let
me give you an example. One of the meetingsysireetings | went to dealing with the New
England corpus?), NAACP was down in Boston, Massachusetts. Andusat down there,
Neville Knowles, and, | and a couple people wemnnldo that meeting. And we went to that
meeting, it was down in, | think it was down on tlwener of Mass and Columbus Avenues, the
NAACP. And a woman was chair, she was chair of tmeeting. Dr., | can't remember her
name right now, Dr. something. Anyway, she wasrabfahat meeting, right. And | never was
more impressed with a woman in all my life. Likéjen you went in she'd see you, “Bam, down
come the gavel, bam, you're out of order.” AnddKed and I'm saying, oh my goodness. |
mean, | was just impressed. Not only with that@ufor what | learned, and | didn't come back
here at too long a time when | told my wife, “Yoetter get yourself together. You're a woman,
get yourself together.” Because, and | told heuabwhat was her name, | can't think of her
name, her name was, gosh, she's gone now, she'sigan And, but we became good friends,
you know, she was an educator, we became goodifrieAnd, it was just something that, you
know, every year we'd go down there.

And we had up here, | think it was 1968, we hadcibrevention up here. The New England
convention, that was the first time we'd ever lad Maine. And it was because, you know, |
was vice president or whatevetJnjntelligible phrase) how come you don't want to, you know,
you don't go to Maine. You ought to go to Main@e had them up here and we had a great



time, had a great time.

JR: What major people do you remember interacting,vgpecifically with the New England
NAACP?

GT: Well, if you're involved with a branch in, s&88angor, and | just put Bangor, that's the
farthest you could go, in Bangor or Portland, whatet was. And we're doing the same thing
all over New England, you know. And we need tarb®uch with one another, and we need
that communication because what's happening indBpst what's happening in Burlington,
Vermont, what's happening in Portland, Maine ordganis a little bit different but it's along the
same lines. So we've got to be in touch with edblr. And we've got to be in touch with each
other insofar as who we are and where we are. @asayld invite somebody up to speak, |
could, we could involve, you know, invite somebduyre to speak, you know, that kind of thing,
you know, you'd have to take that kind of thingoinbnsideration.

JR: What was the, or what sense did you have of th@#WNAACP viewed the Vietham War at
this time.

GT: That's a good question. |think there's afqieople that either, if you didn't, they didn't
like the Vietnam War at all. But then there waseotpeople who, you know, that's what we
have to do, we have to fight a war, it's a wathat kind of thing. So there's a lot of different
feelings about the Vietnam War. That's a very mwarsial issue. It always has and it always
will be a very controversial issue. And some ped@d their sons or daughters or fathers in the
Vietnam War, active in the Vietnam War. Of if ygat in contact with people, either here, they
were stationed in Brunswick or whatever, and sg @ know, if you meet these people then
you either become close to what's going on or wheppening or whatever.

But then we get back to the fact that we alwayslse@ews media. And news media where
they’re having a demonstration either in Washingtwrthey demonstrate in Portland, Maine, or
they'll demonstrate, somebody says, well, you krehwuld | do this, can | do this, and do | want
to do this, you know, that kind of thing. As far lnow, as far as | realize, | don't think the
NAACP didn't take a full stand against the Vietn@far, or for the Vietnam War. They haven't
taken stands fully on political because they dgettinvolved with endorsing a candidate, you
know, at least they haven't yet, you know, endgrsitandidate they stay with), that's left up

to the individual, or individual members.

JR: Did Ed Muskie ever have any interaction wite Maine NAACP?

GT: Ithink he did, but maybe he doesn't realizeAihd | say that because Ed Muskie was a
senator, he was Senator Edmund Muskie, and hels@asha&re in Washington, | mean in
Waterville and that kind of thing. But he tooktarsl, and the stand he took with civil rights and
human rights is something that touched all of Asd we knew that. That's why Senator Muskie
was always a strong, | don't want to say beingalattong person that we could depend on. We
more or less could depend on him. And that wadp#st thing going for him, best thing going
for us.



JR: Great. |just have like some specific peofid you ever interact with Elizabeth Jonitis?

GT: Ohyes, oh yes, she's out of Lewiston. Yup,ssbut of Lewiston. Oh yes, she was very
strong. And we did have a number of meetings Wwih In fact, | think she started off being
president of the Lewiston branch of the NAACP.

JR: Yeah, | think so.

GT: Yeah, you know, and, yes we did. And she,snid gets back to people who will take a
stand. | believe in that, see, will take a stand speak out. Makes a big difference, makes a big
difference. And if you can do that, or if you fipdople in those kinds of roles, they are active
not because they're trying to make money, not@ryin because they're trying to raise their
name, but because things need to be done anddaeedione because they’re the right thing to
do.

JR: Okay, and you also mentioned Neville Knowlesyhwere you, how was he affiliated
with the NAACP?

GT: Neville Knowles was, is out of the Bahamas, hednoved here, he lived up in Lewiston,
or up in Turner, then moved to Lewiston. And hd Aim and his wifeunintelligible word)
started a beauty parlor up in Auburn, up in Aubure became involved with the Auburn
branch up in Lewiston. Neville is a very quiet bative man. And then | guess, | can't tell you
how long that was going on insofar as the shop Was, he moved to Portland, and when he
moved to Portland he became ac-, he's been, helgsabeen active. So far as | know he's
always been active, he's always been active. 8astlike a quiet man, he's like a quiet man.

Let me give you an example. | worked at nightther Guy Gannett Publishing Company, went
to work at six o'clock, and they had a very derogaimovie over in South Portland, and they
were going to show it at the library. So | told mife, “Fix my supper early and,” | said,
“because I'm going to get out of here early andgiimg over to South Portland, I'll put a stop to
all this. I'm going to go in the city manager'éicd, because | don't like it.” So | ate earlydan
just as | ate early, Neville come walking in, yowk, he comes by because he was working out
to Union Mutual, and he come by and he says, “lnmty way and | just thought I'd stop by.” |
says, “Okay, Neville,” but | said, “No problem,” i says, “I'm in a hurry.” Before | go to

work I've got to shoot over to South Portland bseayou know, they're going to show a movie
over there.” So Neville says, “Okay, that's nolgpeon.” And he says, well, he says, so long. So
after | finished eating, | shot over to South Rord before | went to work. Went to the city
manager's office. She said, “Well, city managera meeting, he'll be right out.” | says,

“Okay,” | says, “because my time is short and,ays, “I'm going to see him.” About five
minutes later the door opened. Out walks Nevilld the city manager. “Neville, what are you
doing here?” Wnintelligible phrase). But Neville and | were like that. I'd be goidgwn a
highway, going to a convention down in Boston oratéver, and I'd be going down and pretty
soon a car would pull me over. And I'd say, whatdevil's going on here. And it's Neville.
Neville says, “I'll park my car, ride down with ySu

JR: How about William Burney?



GT: Bill Burney out of Augusta. Now are you talgiabout big Burney, senior?
JR: Well, both, both.

GT: Well, senior Bill Burney was the presidentloé toranch in Augusta, Maine. Okay, in
Augusta, Maine. His son Bill Burney is his younigsesn, but Bill Burney was always there in
Augusta, and we sort of, and then we went likes likthe seventies, | was elected to the
legislature in '72, but before, in that time, wiedVe a meeting, instead of having a meeting like
in Portland or Bangor, we'd have it right thereny office because it was centrally located.
People in Bangor could get down there, people ftentral Maine, it was right there, and people
from Portland would get there, so we'd have a mgetAnd Bill Bernie was always there. So
we could count on, Bill Burney was our strengtiungusta, or central Maine, Bill Burney was
our strength. And in Bangor was Glen Payne, arebirtland there was, you know, it just ran
on, you know, like | was and then | said, you kne|l | got to move on and whatever,
somebody else became president. Jamie Matthewasngegresident, so he would come to
Augusta and | was, because after | became a lagislbsaid, well | can't do both, or | shouldn't
be doing both. I've got to do something else, gutlto get out of something else. There are
other people to fill those holes, you know.

JR: Okay, if we can kind of talk about your timethe legislature. Before that, were you at all
involved in the formation of the Maine Human Rig@ismmission in 19717

GT: Yup.
JR: How, tell me about that.

GT: Iwas involved because Governor Curtis pickedimber of us, and | can't tell you how
many because | lose track of my thoughts up hertehé picked a number of us to do a study of
human rights in the state of Maine, which we dithd we did, | think, the first one, and we did
that, and one of them's that we have a human ragintsnission, because we had nobody to go
to. As black people, we could go to a, on a poacid, they could say, “Get off my porch,”
either, you know, “Blackie, or nigger or coloreaduwknow, | don't want you on there.” We had
nobody to go to. You can't go to the police daparit. There's nobody else to go to. We have
to go to somebody, we have to have some kind obgpimeric organization that's going to give
us some kind of help. Rightful help, not just, yaww, just rightful help. So we did that. And
we tried to get that passed. | think it failed finst time, and the second time it passed. And it
went into effect in 1972. 1972 it went into effect

JR: What made you decide to run for the Maine legise?

GT: Idecided to run for the Maine legislature whiethink what | was doing was | was trying
to change course. Okay. That sounds kind of fubayl was trying to change course. In other
words, | had been involved for a number of yeaits WAACP and | was loud, | was vocal, and
| was active. And I'm saying, wait a minute, | ¢gmtyou know. And then when we did change
our presidents and whatever, it was no matter wa® twere, whether it was the newspaper or



television or whatever, whenever they did an inemwor whatever with me, and | would say,
now look, | represent, you know, something elseas always NAACP. And I'm saying,
“Man, how am | going to get away from this?” Besawsomebody else is involved, and | can't
take their respect and their name away, | mearstjust not right. But whatever it was, it was
always Gerry Talbot, NAACP, and I'm saying | goget out of here.

So | decided to run for the Portland city coungillt®71 and | was defeated on that. Of course, it
was a political kind of thing, and | was defeatedhat. And then we got together, there were
about five of us got together, and what they weiggesting is, we should run for the legislature.
And my first question to myself was, “That's craggu can't win for the legislature.” | mean,
not that it's never been done before, but you g&n't You can't run for the legislature. So | put
it out of my mind. Put it out of my mind. | meahijs something that, it was such a statue that
we just knew, we had not even thought about it.pésple. And | kept thinking about that and |
thought, “Well even if | don't win, | can make mifdgeard.” | can go to places and, when
you're invited as a candidate, you make yoursealfdvand that's what I'm interested in. That's
what I'm interested in doing.

And it wasn't about a week, week and a half, betfloeenomination papers had to be in, we
decided to run. There was Larry Connolly, Morse®ey, and myself was going to run, as a
kind of a team, we were going to run. And of ceuasthat time we had a Democratic ticket and
a Republican ticket, okay, two different ticketsigthwe don't have any more. So we did, we
got our names in. And at the last minute we weréhe ballot. And they called me at the, when
| was running the press, they called me and s#it tvon, we were on the ballot.” Now that's a
big step. You're on a ballot, which means peoptegaing to have to look at you and vote for
you. So | took a look at the ballot, and I thihlkette were twenty-one Democrats running,
twenty-one, and they were in alphabetical orded, there were eleven or twelve Republicans.
But | said, now look, the Democratic ballot, ifdrcput my history behind me, | know that
people aren't going all the way down the twenty-oames, because the last person on the list
was Millie Wheeler who was already serving in tbgislature. And then me, so I'm next to last.
You know, people who go to the polls are goingdte for like the top ten or the top eleven, we
had eleven seats. But they ain't going way dowtwémty and vote for somebody that's a loud
mouth Black @nintelligible phrase). But I still did what | wanted to do; | made neyfsheard,

Larry made himself heard. We raised very, vetieltnoney because it was something that we
didn't like to do, but we made ourselves heard.

And, I'll never forget, we went, and of course tlyen could go to city hall and watch the counts
come in. And the counts come in, and | came ithtand | could not believe it. My family was
there, the four girls were there, my wife was thare it was like, | can't believe this. | mean, |
don't believe this. | mean, you're going to ted that I'm going to go to the legislature? Then
all of a sudden things come into your mind. Likeuy got to go to the legislature, the halls, you
know, all that grand, all that, what do you call'in trying to think of the word for the stairsdan
whatever. It's not cement.

JR: I'm drawing a blank too. Granite?

GT: Well, not granite, it's marble. All that magbthere's all that marble, | mean it's all that,



you know, top of the line kind of thing. I'm goitigere? You know? So | says, my God, you
know. So you have to put that in effect. Then fiaue to put in effect, | have to put effect,
what about my job? Because my wife kept telling yoai got to go down and see your job and
tell them what you're doing. | says, no, I'm noing to do that. If | win, I'm going to do that.
But if | lose, that's no problem. But, | says, hot going to go with that, I'm not going to do
that. So I did, | went to my job. And | went ainshid, instead of asking my boss, I'm going to
go straight to the highest boss, because I'm naggo fool around. I'm going straight to the
highest boss, tell them what's going on, | says,krow. So | did, | went to the highest boss,
Mrs. Gannett, the one who owns the paper, | weheto She congratulated me. But, little by
little, she had me come all the way down the litilel, went right to my boss. She says, you got
to go through this one, you got to go through, ti@y'd say, you know, and | ended right back
where | started. So | told him and we made arraneges, and | said, you know, what time |
have I'll come in but, and according to our cortttdw@ad to work at least five hours a night, at
least five hours a night, you know, because thada&are of my insurance or whatever. Now,
we're in the contract, you know, the union contrattatever. So | says, that's no problem, | can
do that.

So I did. Like I'd go up there, I'd start up thal®ut seven o'clock in the morning, okay, then I'd
come back. In my first term I'd come back likesiatthirty, oh no, my first term I'll come back
about, sometimes a session would go until ninedkcl I'd come back, and then I'd work. So |
did that maybe for about, maybe three, maybe fourssleep a night, you know, back and
forth. And I, at that time | was younger than | aow, so | could do it, and | did it. And | took
the kids up when they wanted to go. Whenever wemyted to go up | took my kids up there,
and they were, you know, like the messengers aradenvkr, they did that. Or a minister, I'd say
we need to get the Green Memoraitelligible phrase) church minister up there, give the
prayer. In other words, I'd try to involve as ma®pple as | could. Or if a fellow was out of
work and he said, I've never been there. “Getepet, you come up with me and I'll feed you
dinner and I'll show you the house, the senateystou all around.” And I'd do that because
that's where, people, because | used to sit indkise and people would talk and look around,
you know, | said, my father's never been here, @ 'svith us anymore, but my father's never
been here. My mother was there when | got swomn 972, and I'm saying, but they'd never
been here before. I'm saying, man, this is a whele world, a whole new world.

JR: Yeah, itreally is. So you served three tenfidn not mistaken. And during that time,
what committees did you serve on?

GT: | served on election laws and human resouroa@dees. | served on those two
committees the time when | was there.

JR: Okay. And do you remember what legislation gaber sponsored or helped enact?

GT: Now you're really chonking my mind here, budtth okay. I, one, well, what we did in
human resources, we dealt mostly with, at that ttmes Indian bills, okay, dealing with the
Indians’ bills. It was a new committee and we tladbt with Indian bills, or we dealt with

senior citizens. In other words, can they workiafbhey get to be seventy years old and that kind
of thing. And we dealt with some other kind ofildgtion. Of course legislation was always,



when the, legislation would come in and they waeitter throw it to one committee or another,
which way should it go and you were willing to. Of course my first term | was not chairman
of the committees, you know, | was not chair of cdttee. And then the election laws
committee, election laws committees change likeyeyear. | mean, they just have all different
kinds of legislation. And in the second year Iugbt for myself, “How come I'm not chairman
of the human resources committee? You know, I'thénhouse, and everybody else is doing it,
so why can't | do it?” So I did, | ran for it ahbecame chairman, | became chairman. But you
had your different kinds of legislations.

One of the pieces of legislations, one of the fistes of legislations that | sponsored was
Martin Luther King holiday, | sponsored that legisbn. | sponsored another piece of
legislation to do with handgun control, becaudarik it should be controlled, you know,
handguns. | don't buy handguns and whateverd thdit. There are whole stories behind all of
them, but | won't go into that now. Another pi@tdegislation that Larry and | sponsored,
which was, | think, was a major piece of legislatiovas a gay rights legislation, so we
sponsored that. And we went, the first year wanspoed that was a tough year. And there
weren't too many people that helped support thatould have, if we had something over the
house here or whatever, | had them back me riglaiganst my own refrigerator, telling me you
can't do that, you shouldn't be doing that. Wardd it anyway, you know. Oh yeah.

Oh, | sponsored a bill dealing with equine infeagi@nemia. | was having dinner one night and
a woman come in and she said, “I'd like to have sfmansor a bill for me.” | says, “I'll sponsor
anything you want because that's what I'm ther@ fDon't make any difference. | won't
sponsor a bill and then put my name on the bottodhsay | don't support it. That's not my job.
They elected me to go the legislature, I'll sporisoBo she says, “Can you sponsor a bill
dealing with equine infectious anemia.” | almosaowed my fork. “What are you talking
about?” She says, “Well it deals with horsesgttld with the red and white corpuscles of
horses.” And she explained the whole thing to Bave it some thought and I'm saying,
“Here's what I'm going to do, here's the best thiargus to do, is that we'll meet every week, |
will meet with you and your group, okay, and thew yell me all about equine infectious anemia
and horses, and I'll tell you all about the ledisia that you don't know. That way when we get
down to brass tacks, I'm going to tell you, younahat legislators to go to, or what lobbies to
go to, that will help you or that you need to chatigeir views on.” So we came to that
conclusion.

And | would meet with them every week, either intRmd, either in Westbrook or whatever,
they had a group, I think mostly were women, yoawn And we'd meet and they'd tell me
about equine infectious anemia and horses, andimeywcould be killed, you know, because
they were, I've just found out that they had equmfiectious, so they, you know, then they
would bar them from racetracks and whatever, yawmknSo | got that, and they got what |
knew. And we helped, and we, and then we werltéddgis-, we went to the hearing or
whatever, and | bought a nice tie, and on that tied horses. And, but we won. And this was
when James Longley was governor. And what theyweing, and the agricultural
commissioner didn't support it at all so they wgoeng to Kill it, they were going to kill that bill
And | thought to myself, they ain't going to ktllthey ain't going to kill this bill. So, and wah
| did find out is that | had to go to an NAACP cemsion, | don't know whether it was in



Tennessee or something, | had to go a NAACP comweniAnd it would pass and go on to the
governor and was going to come back, because hgouag to read it so we had to have a vote
to override that. So | thought to myself, whatlagoing to do? So | put together a package
maybe about a half inch stack.

JR: Half inch stack?

GT: Yeah, a package with all the very importanuéss Not a whole lot of just ribara®) (but
about the important issues of that. And then enctbver, on the cover of that, | found a picture
of a horse, you know, the head of a horse, anthbigh was wide open. So | drew on top of
that and | you know circled it in, it said, “Voterfme and I'll love you forever.” And | put that
on the top of this package. Took the packagedahkrk of the house, Ed Pert, Ed Pert, and |
says, “Have that passed out to everybody in thed&dibecause that's where the bill came, you
know, pass it out to everybody in the house, bexgos can do that. And he did that, because |
said, “I'll be gone.” And I told Larry, I'm going give you a call to find out how that bill made
out, I'm going to give you a call from where I'm &o that was, a few days went by and finally |
says, God, | got to give Larry a call. Gave Largall, he says, “My man, you won it again.” |
said, “Fine. We beat 'em again.”

JR: | also read that you were involved with songad&tion to rename certain places in
Maine?

GT: Youdid a lot.
JR: Itry, yeah. What can you tell me about that?

GT: This takes me back to the Portland Press Heratdl during a half an hour you get for
lunch or whatever I'd go up to the library. Theyé a library down thereurintelligible

phrase), and | went in, I'd just go through some bookd ok at books and what's in this book
or whatever. And | went to Pride of Maine something like that, went to this book, it veas
soft cover book right in there, but it's a book @gbmaps. You know, I'm saying, well what am |
looking at a book about maps for? And then alh sidden a name caught me, Nigger. | said,
whoa, hold it. And looked at, | found about sewéthem, seven names, Nigger Brook, Nigger
Hill, Nigger, and I'm saying, “Wait a minute, thi®ok must be old, you know, like what's it
doing here?” I looked at it, and it wasn't old whs fairly new. And I'm saying, “Wait a
minute, what's going on?” And this is before | v@e a legislator. And I'm saying, something's
got to be done about this, this can't go on.

So | wrote to the mapping division at the stateland | asked them for a meeting. And we had
a meeting, and | told them what | wanted, whainkland | want to find out about it. | never
heard from them again. Then when | became a &gislI'm saying, look, I'm going to tell what
needs to be done because they, you know, | me#ia fitenething that . . . . And then | found
out, as time went on | found out that there wasralver of people on that committee who
thought that was an historical thing and it shottlde changed, and that's the way it is. And |
was saying, that's not the way itis. So | todk ithe legislature. Come to find out it's even a
bigger thing to change than | realized, becauselywe change it in, you have to go to the



federal level, | mean you have, it's a federalghyou know. And so | decided to change it. So
we wrote up legislation and we changed that.

But then, it's not, if you're in the legislaturs mot like you can say the sky is blue, and
everybody's going to go with you. | don't care iWw@u say, there's somebody coming up and
say, the sky ain't blue. And that's exactly wregigened. Because there was, | think there was a
man from Westbrook, a representative from Westhreays well, “You know, what about
Franco-Americans, you know, what about this?” &ad to go change it, and | had | think its a
representative out of, | can't think of his nanegresentative out of Standish, he helped me
change that. And we changed that legislation apdssed. And we only had one case, and that
was up in Presque lIsle I think, that wasn't gommghtange theirs at all, even though it was law.
And they weren't going to change it because thia'svay it is. And we almost had to take them
to court. | went to the governor, and we almost teatake them to court, and I think they were
going to take them to court until they changedyieah.

JR: Yeah, I notice that you first proposed it likel973 but it took like four years to get
passed. Did that have a lot to do with just likeple wanting to honor the historic value of it?

GT: Well they, from the time | first went to the ppang division until the time | became a
legislator and did that yeah, it was like, you knawot of committee, they didn't want to do
anything with it. And a lot of the members, ohbsild say, a number of the members on that
committee decided it's an historical event, | miet's a historical name, so why are we going

to change that, you know. So they didn't, and thdp't do anything with it, and it was my
impression that you are going to change it. Waditegoing to have this. And because it was
changed it was in, | think it was Jet magazine, it was a national thing. | didn't realihat of
course, but it became a national thing. And Ikhirhappened in a number of other states, too,
because | never knew that, you know, a lot of peapMaine never knew that those names were
still there, and they were legal, they were legahas, you know.

JR: Okay, I'll just switch the tape.

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

JR: Okay, we are on Tape Two, Side A of the inwivith Gerald Talbot. And, we were
just talking about your time in the legislatureddrkind of just wanted to go along with that a
little further, and just kind of, what was your serof while you were in the legislature like the
political makeup, like the dynamics of the peopleowvere there, like 1 don’t know, how much
detail you can go in?

GT: Well, there were a lot of different kinds ofopée there. There were, you know, men and
women of course, we all know that. But there wemme teachers, some doctors, some different
kinds of people, made up of different kinds of gdeopAnd some people who thought, | would
say, actively, and then there were some peopleatbisd very quiet. In other words, some
people we'd go the whole session | didn't know Wisy are because they either didn't speak or
whatever. And so you had, you know, like differpabple make up the whole legislature. You



had very, very few minorities. By that | mean, & somebody from, at least a member that |
know of from the Italian community; nobody from thiack community. We had a couple
members from the Jewish community and like thatyedad a different kind of a makeup and,
yeah.

JR: And did you ever witness any tensions betwglea whether there were regional clashes,
or ideological or even ethnic, were there muchiterssat the State House or - ?

GT: Well, I think for the most part, what I'd like think of is, for the most part you had to,

you had to treat everybody on an equal basis. Smuople didn't do that. But you did that, I did
that, and not to pat myself on the back, but thaésvay | was brought up so that's what |
treated. You had other people who had, who usedrmmn sense, and other people who used
educational kind of sense. And there's a big difiee, there's a big difference. And | had
common sense and that's what, and | could sit teadd could just listen to legislation or
whatever and just, say, you know, how come theyehawused common sense. Or | could get up
and speak, using my common sense, and it woulavtbxerybody off, you know, that kind of
thing. So it was a different makeup.

Getting back, some people were politicians or playe political arena. Okay, in other words
what I'm saying is, you had, every morning you fadr report, okay, that came in to tell you
what was going on for that day both in the houskthe senate. But you also had the news
about what took place the day before, okay? Andsd then you had that every day, you got
that in a newspaper. And, so sometimes peopledyast, and people who spent time living in
Augusta knew that, because that's what they studiedv me, | had to travel back and forth
every day, | had to travel back and forth. Whidswt a benefit for me in the long run because
I, you know, by the time | get back | can't, in@tlwords, when | get u@) in the morning those
other people were ahead of me, they were ahea@ 0fSa when a piece of legislation come up,
| say this as an example, when a piece of legisiatame up sometimes they voted against you,
or because, or they voted with you because of hmwwpted on their bill, you know. In other
words you're going to look up and seai(telligible phrase) the roll call vote and say, “I

wonder why they voted against me,” you know. Aftdrahat well you might say?j, they'd say
well if you read the roll call this morning, youdn, from yesterday, you been voting against me
for a while.

And so you had to more or less learn your way atpanlearn your way of who's who. Or, you
learned to respect people for different things.u Yeally respect everybody. You learn to
respect people for, in other words if a bill canpedealing with a portion of a tax bill, | would
look on the roll call vote to find out where thisrpon voted. In other words, like if it was like
Larry Connolly, now Larry Connolly's not with usyamore, but Larry Connolly's the one that
went with me to the legislature. But if it dealtfwvlow income, | knew there was nobody in that
house that knew low income legislation like Lar§o what he voted, | voted, if | didn't know, if
| didn't know. Or if somebody had a tax issue batever, you know | would vote, | would
follow that.

The only time that Larry didn't follow me, okay, lWeshouldn't say not only, but the one time
that | know Larry didn't follow me was close to tlhast session. We went for, what do you call



it, we used to, we represented the whole city tfem we went to legislation that dealt with
districts, okay, and | was against that, | neveegdor that. But Larry voted for it, and | voted
against it. And after that session was over heecnme, he says, “Gerry,” he says, “how come
you voted against it?” | says, “How come you vdiedit?” He says, “I voted for it because |
live in a low income district,” he says, “we're alyg going to have some people here from that
district.” | says, “Larry, let me tell you sometigi. I'm black, and I'm from a district, and | got
elected to the legislature because | was ableuatamn other blacks throughout the city, low-
income people throughout the city, other friendstighout the city. If I go into a district, I'm
out of here.” “You know, you got a good point."e@use, | said to Larry, “Your district could
change, your district could change. You're in thatincome district now, but that could
change.” “You got a good point there.” So he weith me, he went with me, but | mean, you
know, we lost that and that's the way it's beem siee. But | mean that's, so that's another
thing that you, you learn your way around there.

JR: What other people do you remember that hadn@nassion on you, like in your time in
the legislature, like other legislators?

GT: Oh I think, this is another Gerry Conley fromrfPand, had an effect on me. He was in
the senate. He had an effect on me. | thinkibhh Martin, who was speaker of the house, had
an effect on me. He became speaker. But for sid| think John Martin was the smartest one |
know. Now, there may be some people that dondeagiith him, but he, and him and | got into
some arguments, but | had a lot of respect for hihgt he knew and how he knew that, you
know. There was Mary Najarian, out of Portland went there with me, and she did the best
she could. |1 mean | could go through people tlatjust know and just, you had respect for,
you know. And you end up, more or less, | hadeesfor a young man, and | can't think of his
name now, see, | have problems with my memory. HBuwas, what's his name, well we
sponsored a bill dealing with gay rights and we tterthe hearing, and there was nobody that
wanted to, that, | shouldn't say wanted, thatfiedtegainst us. We took the whole meeting.
Except, somebody left our meeting and went downgatdhim, brought him back, and he
testified against us and has been against it @vee.s A big man. But him and | had a good
relationship. And I think we all, he differs andiffer on that particular point, or any point, but
respect him. | have to have respect for him. koow, we differ on points but | have respect
for him. So that's, you had that kind of thinguyianow. And that's one of the things that |
enjoyed about the legislature is you meet peome,know, you meet Libby Mitchell, who was
speaker of the house, | had a lot of respect far h&s just, | can just go on and on and on.

JR: | have a couple | wanted to ask you about.y@wremember Carroll Minkowsky?

GT: Yes.

JR: Yeah, he was from, | think he was senator ft@wiston.

GT: He was a good senator, he was a good senBtere's a difference between the house
and the senate, there's a difference. The howeays active, the senate's very quiet. You

know what I'm saying, | don't know if I'd ever rtor the senate, you know. | don't mean to get
that wrong now, but | mean that's the, but yeabmiember Carroll. And he was a good, and he



had a good personality, | think he had a good peigy. And so we always, you always say
hello to him, you always are good to hi{). And the reason why | say that, you always know
where places in the state are. That sounds kifuhofy. But you say, well I'm going to, oh, |
don't know where it was, say someplace in Aroostuminty, say. | know that because so-and-
SO represents it. You know, you learn becaus@d¢ople are from there or because the speaker
says, the chair recognizes Gerry Talbot from Podt@r the chair recognizes somebody from
Presque lIsle, or the chair recognizes somebody FarnKent. You kind of get an idea where
things are, places are, you know, oh yeah, yeah.

JR: Did you have any interaction with Ed Muskieidgryour time with the state legislature?

GT: I had a little interaction with Muskie. More less because | supported Muskie and, you
know, all the way through as many times as, I'enlte polls every time I've had the chance.
But during the, especially during the Indian Landi@s legislation that was there. Muskie
came there, Senator Muskie came there and talkes, @nd he talked to us in the house, and we
listened and I'll never forget him saying thatshgs, and we, and | was for the Indian Land
Claims, | wanted to support that. A number of peapanted to support that. And | remember
him saying to us, “If you see twenty million doKaais a lot of money, go to Washington.” He
says, “Go to Washington,” Washington, D.C. he s&sd I'm saying, man, that says it all, you
know. We're dealing with something that needsetadalt with, and, you know, decisions made,
and he was. And then we went and had lunch with higroup went and had lunch with him.
And so, but he was very respectable, yeah.

JR: What was your sense of like, how did other peapthe legislature view him? Was that
like a general feeling, that everyone really regpedim or - ?

GT: Ithink so, yeah. That would be my impressibiat everybody more or less respected
Senator Muskie because, as | said before, SenatekiBlwas, it wasn't just Senator Muskie, it
was Senator Muskie because he was so strong, ékather words, he was a strong, | don't
want to use force, because that's kind of an offeet], but a strong, as the old timers would say,
he was a beam. In other words, he held everytlymgou know, he was a beam and you could
depend on that and that was just strong, you kittoat,kind of stuff.

JR: What can you tell me about some more reseadath Bbout Black Educational and
Cultural History Incorporated?

GT: | started that in 1980, | started that. | wakjnk I tried to, you know, either change
course or do something along the same lines asn dy work, because for a long time, even
when | was in the legislature, | collected a loblzck history and whatever, and was trying to
write a book, never got around to doing it becdusas always too busy doing something, and
other people are too busy doing something. Biw&gs collected like things, like letters, and |
collected artifacts and whatever | could pick ud armatever. And then what | would do is,
because we don't have it in the state, you dowé fan school, you don't have it anywhere. So
| figured that's the way to do it. So that's whabuld do, and | have three floors, or | have two
rooms on my third floor, and I collect all my pasteyou know, | never throw away posters or
anything.



And what | would do is | would go around to churshgchools, universities, college or
whatever, and set up like, if they asked me, theyld/ask me, invite me, set up two tables or
three tables and then | would just set everythiung é\nd | would, so that's what | would do, and
I'd get involved in the schools or the classes d@aime by and they'd say, they'd never seen it
before. You know, | had busts, they were abouttaiiches high, a bust of Benjamin Banniker
and Charles Richard Drew, and like that, and Ithadike slave chains and whatever, and
pictures, whatever | could put together or frameuld do that. And even the teachers didn't
know, you know, theyupintelligible word) do that.

So in 1980 I thought, | got to find another wayptd things together. And | did. And then |
spent probably a lot of one, most of one night esetrying to figure, well who am | going to
be. In other words, how's it going to be, it cée'just Gerry Talbot, it's got to be something,
you know, because I've got to go to the stateifdemn't get incorporated or whatever. So |
kept writing down things, and | said, well blackuedtion is what I've been doing, and cultural
history is what | am so | just, plus that spellsA€EH, B-E-A-C-H. So | says, you know, that's
easy and it's best if | went, | went to Black Edigraand Cultural History. And | went to the
legislature, no, wait a minute, don’t get me wrolngent to a lawyer which was Fred Williams
whom | knew, he was a good friend of ours, and e him and | said, | want to become
incorporated so that I'd be, because then you be@bmost like legal, you know. And a lot of
stuff, a lot of information that comes to the stateople don't know where to send it, or don't
know who it should go to. Or newspapers or teleni®r whatever don't know who to call, or
don't know where to go, you know. And so | saysydnt to become legal.” And that, so we
did that, so | did that and I'd have cards putsapl, became Black Education and Cultural
History. So that was when I, if | was down | table exhibit down to city hall, or I went down
to the Portland public library or wherever | went éven up to the State House, then | could just
give out a card or something that says, you knaa,want to know who | am or you want to
give me a call, here's my card. So that was hiat(?).

JR: Great. | also understand you were a memb#reoBoard of Visitors at the Edmund
Muskie School of Public Service?

GT: Yes.
JR: What can you tell me about that, like the s¢lamal like the board?

GT: Well they, I've been a board member since 198k, they asked me to become a board
member and | said, yes, | will. In other words . .And I've been involved in a lot of things,
because either no other blacks were involved ode¢o be involved and whatever. But the
Muskie Institute, | thought geez, you know, thatiseducational kind of thing and that’s a big
thing (?), | mean it's something that really means somethmogonly to the community but to

the state and to education. So | says, I'll dg thaean I'll become a board member. So | have,
| become a board member and | go to board meeti8gme board meetings like a lot of people,
some board meetings | can't make or can't gettd, learn a lot, too, because you're sitting
there with other people and you learn a lot. Ahdaurse education is something | still need to
learn a lot about, you know, geez, | mean, you kndayen't have a lot of education but I, you



know. But, and I've been able to, hopefully I"ez=b able to, you know, contribute some things
to the Muskie Institute. I've met his son, his di&d. And, you know, sometimes we sit down
in a meeting or we have the meeting, it's usuatlyaday meeting, we go to a lunch, like a, not
a dinner but a, like a luncheon, or evening lunchatonight, either on a Tuesday or Wednesday
or whatever, and then we go to the meeting atavestchool on the next day and we spend time,
most of the day but not all of the day at the nmggtand we talk about different kinds of things
and whatever. Yeabh.

JR: So what's the function of the board, just like basic -?

GT: Well, the function of the board is that we makee, or we ask questions or we try to
facilitate questions about, you know, where thertésagoing, how it's going, where the
university is going, how the Muskie Institute's i what it should be doing, how it should be
doing, what studies they're doing, how many peapdeinvolved, the involvement, where the
money's coming from, that kind of thing. So tletets place during the meeting.

JR: And who else do you serve with on the board?
GT: Pardon?
JR: Who else is on the board?

GT: Oh, my goodness. Of course | can't rememb@esarow. John Jenkins’ is on the board,
and I'm on the board. There's another young matrstheen on the board, his, he's, oh God,
there's another young man that's on the boardahdt| can't think of his name, you got me with
names. But, oh, there are a number of people. dhsdurse sometimes they change. Yeah,
they change. What's his name, Lee, Lee the cderdea

JR: Oh, Shep Lee?

GT: Shep Lee, Shep Lee is on the board. And, ah @Gmodbury, he's on the board, | think
he's still the chairman of the board. Woodburyoddbury, Woodbury. Plus there's a couple
people from Washington, D.C. that come up for atmge And we just have a good time, we
have a good time. | mean, not a good time dutiegheetings, but a good time just saying, you
know, what's going on in Washington, D.C., or wéia you doing down in Washington, D.C.,
you know. And sometimes | feel like, well, you kmanaybe | should just get myself one of
those, you know, big thick briefcases or sometlsimd) could just say, “Wait a minute, I'm here
at a meeting today,” you know. | mean, I'm justcing you, don't get me wrong.

JR: And you mentioned that, so you're still invaweith the NAACP pretty much?

GT: Not as much as | was, not as much as | wasndt as much involved, I'm still involved,
but not as much as | was. | started getting away that. Then | think about maybe, | would,
say five years ago, | think | took the impressibattthey weren't doing what they should be
doing, or how they should be doing it under nevdérahip. And | said, the best thing for me to
do is just get away from it, because I've got sayr@her things to do. Well, | shouldn't say



that, | should say that I've got to concentrats@me other things. And I'm now in the process,
me and another woman, are now in the process thg book on Black history in Maine.

And that's what | think 1 had mentioned to you iearhat | was trying to do but | just didn't have
time or wouldn't take time to put my, but now Iyet to do that. So I've given up just about all
of the different organizations that | was in, aattivanted to get a, you know, a piece of your
activity because | can't do that, because, you kiitgust takes a lot of your time, a lot of your
energy, and a lot of your reactions to how youamg to put this, where you're going to get this
information, research that, so that's what I'm md@, and that's my main interest right now.

JR: With whom are you doing this?
GT: Pardon?
JR: Who are you writing the book with?

GT: I'mwriting the book with a woman by the nanfédarriet Price. Now Harriet Price was,
while | was in the legislature she was up there,wshs working for the U.S. Commission of

Civil Rights and whatever, whatever. She's berd,she wrote a book on blackberry season,
and so she's kind of a writer. She's more of tewtihan | am, there's no question about that.
And then I'm more of a Black historian than shesgsye put both of those together. And it
wasn't until we were at a meeting, or a banqueheAbysinian church, they had a banquet
there and we sat together and we started talkidd’ansaying, “Geez, | didn't know you when
you was up there, well | didn't know you when yoaswip there.” See, our paths crossed but we
never got together. So we sat, and so we, asliedtae thought we’d be, well why don't we

get together. This was about two years ago, tvdoeanalf years ago. Why don't we get together
and find out what we're doing. So we did, and e/&gen meeting ever since, yeah.

JR: You mentioned . ... What specifically is thie you've mentioned that you kind of
steered away from the NAACP, what is it that theey'ot really doing that you think they should
be?

GT: Well I think, I think, from my own point of vie, and | don't mean to be putting anybody
else's attitude in here, but what | think | shadidihg is, what | think is that it should be more
active. In other words, we can't, or we shoulda'just saying we're going to have a banquet
this year, you know, and then we'll have one nesry Wait a minute, hold the phone there, we
got all kinds of things that we should be involvedthat we should be involved in now. And
maybe some of them don't look like a racial isfug we should make a stand anyway. In
another words, there's a lot of shootings in ohoets. Where's our role? Where's our role?
We should be involved in that. Where's our rokofar as going to school, for saying, wait a
minute, I've been all through the school, | haveeén a picture of a Black person on the wall.
What's going on?

| mean, so there are different things that we shbelinvolved in that we're not involved in on a
regular basis, that we should be involved in anddigre in. We should be active so that a lot of
people within the community, not just black peojliack people, white people, should be
saying | want to become a member of that. | mharets, you know, there's our health, there's



our old age. | mean, you know, we want to make suat when people, or black people, go to a
home or go to a hospital they're taken care o$ponebody’s there to make sure they're being
taken care of. “Everything right, is everythinght here, you being taken care of?”

You know, in other words, it's not just a raciatdiof thing where you calutintelligible

phrase) problem, we do something about it. No, no, rm,no, wait a minute. In other words, |
think where I'm coming from is from the sixties émhave changed. So our attitude also has to
change, so we have to do some things differerfhat's like saying, when | came up in the
thirties, times have changed. Times have changedknow, so we have to change along with
that. So unless we do that, then we sort of, yoank we stay stagnant. We're there, but we
don't do what we need to be doing, you know. Asadplus, like | say, I've got to be doing some
things, I've got to, I'm involved in the undergrduailroad now, as | have been for about three
years, two years, | don't know. You know, in thetes of Maine, up in Brewer, Maine and, with
a book, and those are very important to me, yeah.

JR: Okay. What can you tell me about the AfricameXican archives that you helped
establish at USM, like what, how did you decidel¢othat?

GT: Well, in 1995, because one of the things ttthdl) is | loved taking my exhibit or
whatever to schools, as | said before. But ortbethings that I think bothered me was the fact
that, what if we have smoke damage, or what if exeha fire. All that history is gone, or all of
it's destroyed. Some of it's worth some thingsrels no question about that, and some of this
needs to be there for educational purposes. Aewl itkame to the conclusion, it's got to go
somewhere. Plus, I'm getting older. My kids derdnt all that stuff. And my wife keeps, you
know, my wife, you know, or | have visitors hereavay, “What are doing with all that junk?”
And I'm saying to myself, well, I've got to do sdimag with it. Not that it's junk, but | got to do
something with it. So | says, well, what do | dibhait.

Well, it's got to go someplace, and it's got tasgmeplace, it can't go down, or it shouldn't go
down the Maine Historical Society because theytestuff they haven't even know they've got.
But they do a fabulous job. If it's up the Unsigr of Maine up in Orono, it's like too far away.
And Portland is the largest city. Bates Collegs their own exhibit, and so does Bowdoin, and
they're away from the population. And the popolain Portland is changing. So what about
the University of Southern Maine, | mean, you knowg, have the largest population, sixty-four
thousand people. It's changing, there are morpledwre, and the university's growing, you
know. | thought about that and I'm saying, weldyine they will, and maybe they won't even
take it. | don't know. | mean, this is anothestfil never been through this before.

So | called and | got a meeting with them, and thvanted to talk with me. And | says, “I'll talk
with you.” And they talked, and we sort of comeatoagreement, and | says, I'll give it to you.
You know, in other words, I'm not out to sell yangething, you know, I'm out to give it to you.
I'm interested in people getting an educationu Xoeow. And this was a, and so if you take the
information, other people get the information arglsomething for everybody, you know. That
was my, and it still is, my main purpose. And tiseyd fine. So | worked with them, | worked
with President Pattenaude, Rick Pattenaude, arafkes with another woman over there, and
we got a man.



And finally after we settled things up, they sewyoang man here to, you know, to get things
together. But one thing | didn't realize that tieye to go through every paper, you know,
every poster, you know what I'm saying. And, yooW, they had to go through every one of
them, and they spent like two, three weeks hetedpisg that, right. Which is important, but |
didn't realize that, you know. And so he did tlaaigl he carried out about twenty-five boxes of
stuff out of here, yeah, about twenty-five boxesafthere. That was in 1995. And then they
presented me with some papers, when we went to fdagyou know, thank you this and, you
know, and everything went, | took my family therelavhatever, whatever, you know.

And then they gave me, 1995, yeah, 1995 they predene with, at graduation, they presented
me with a Doctor of Humane Letters graduation. Arall know, | was saying to myself, | can't
believe this, | can't believe this, you know. Faares | quit as a senior in high school, and, |
mean, | can't believe. | mean, it was, | was swhed by that. And then when graduation time
come and | had a, you know the black robe and dlhatsaying, | ain't going to make it, I'm
going to get lost, or I'm going to, something'sads going to come down the street and hit me.
I'm not going to make it.” And | went to graduatjot was just a very, very important time in
my life. And I have it hanging on my wall so tmay grandchildren will look at it, they'll see it,
people will come in and will see it and say, | m@ast, you know, it just means something, you
know.

JR: Great. Just kind of to wrap things up a litiie over the course of all the time you've
lived in Maine, what are your impressions of how @hanged, say politically, for example, just
like from when you were younger to like when yousvin the legislature and to now. What's
your impression of that?

GT: Well | think there are two ways to look at ltthink it has to change but | think there
needs to be a lot changed. Now, let me go thraumgh and that is | think it has changed a great
deal because now we not only find people workintheaxmall as cashiers, you find them
working at the airport behind the counters, we vigrding them working in the banks as bank
tellers, we are now finding blacks in the law offior their own law office. We find blacks who
have, work in the police department, we now halbtaek in the fire department in Portland. In
the legislature | was, you know, | was in the l&gisre, young Bill Burney was on the city
council in Augusta. He then became mayor of theafi Augusta, John Jenkins was mayor of
Lewiston, then he went to the senate. I'm trysngge my memory here, Fred Williams was, |
think he was a, well you know, a black, one offirs, | say one of the first black lawyers that
we had in the state of Maine. Down in Old Orchedich | think there was, what's his name,
Cummings, Cummings was a member of the city coutwiin in Old Orchard Beach. I'm trying
to remember his name.

JR: Isit Glen? No.

GT: No, no, there was a number of Cummings, bubame was, | can't remember the first
part of his name. And, but he's a member of theaduncil down there. And so there are a
number of, and | think there's, so in other wotlsre are a number of blacks who are going to
run or have run for the legislature or for, you wndlifferent posts. Jill Duson is chairman of the



school board here in Portland, another Black thigirally served on the city council in
Portland. So that's changed, that's changed adgahbecause remember that all the time |
came up, why, that didn't happen at all. In fhere were blacks, two blacks that | know of in
Bangor that was refused a job on the police departnyou know, and you couldn't find them, |
mean they were there, or whatever. So there aralifferent sides.

Now, getting back to the other side of that, | khive've still got to go a distance, and that is
because we still have racism in the city of Podlan the state of Maine, and there are a lot of
people that don't like to see racism or hear asmadut don't understand what racism means or
that kind of thing, but we still have it. Whethéat's in the news media, whether that's,
wherever it is that's still with us, we've got  sbmething about it. The schools, the school
children, | shouldn't say children, don't get mérguble. The school teenagers that are in school
are getting together on diversity, putting diversdgether, putting diversity together insofar as
other countries are concerned, you know, that &intiing, so that's good for us. So in a way
we're doing a lot, but there's still a lot to d&ut then you have to, again if you look at, we've
come up from a long distance, like over two, thraadred years, we've come a long distance.
So everything isn't going to be right like overrtighis not going to do that. So it's come a long
distance, and we've got a long distance to go.wRustill work on that. All of us.

JR: Now I guess I'd just like to ask you, in refeze to Muskie, Ed Muskie, just like an overall
impression of him, like of the times, of the timasi interacted with him or the stories you've
heard about him, what you know about him, like wtet you give as an impression of him?

GT: Well | think you can always give his strengthe had, and | think still has strength
insofar as people are concerned, the issues acerwd. How he stood. He was always strong,
strong, he was always tall, he was always ereofanss the issues were concerned. Whether
that was down in New Hampshire where he stood anctied. He did it because he's human,
and he has feelings, and you can't take that amay iim, you can't take that away from that
man, you know. And so, but he was there, and ren\Washamed of that. And we're not
ashamed of that to who he was and what he is, &wodw is today. And he has a university, he
has a program, and we support that because we icasther words we can't, because he's not
with us any more, we can't forget that and sayl, \wels not with us any more, we'll just forget
that. Can't do that, you can't do that. We musstt keep that right on going, keep that right on
going because that's good for our educational sysdaed when | say that | mean our education
system which means us as people, us as peoplewéhehrn from that. And if we learn from
that we become a better society, and we bettesm ihecome a better society, then Muskie still
has a better smile on his face.

JR: Allright. Is there anything else that weaglected to discuss? Or not?

GT: Idon't know, I'm still very, very proud, youmdw, to serve on the Muskie board, and I'll
still be here. And then when they need somebosly tel take my place over they'll tell me.
And, | enjoy it, | enjoy talking with, you know, blole.

JR: Nicole?



GT: Yeah, who's on the board, who's on timerelligible word) with you.

JR: Oh, Andrea, Andrea L'Hommedieu?

GT: No, no. Let me -

JR: Don Nicoll, yeah, sorry.

GT: He lives right up here.

JR: Right. Right, right.

GT: He lives right up here, and | just, you knovirnem we go to a meeting or whatever and |
see him | know everything is fine, everything isuyknow, sturdy. You know, yeah, so | enjoy
that.

JR: Great, so anything left out about yourself diatwou've done or . .. ?

GT: You don't want to hear any more about myséléez. No, | think, me, I've been very,
very involved in doing a lot of things. But nowsijust time, I'm retired, retired in '91, I'm
retired, and | enjoy that very much. But I'm dbillsy doing, you know, some things that | want
to do and need to do, like that. And so I'm, | fey good about it.

JR: Great. One questionr(ntelligible phrase), are you any relation to Sharon Talbot?

GT: How did you find out her name?

JR: Oh, she used to work for Muskie.

GT: That's exactly right. That's my daughter.

JR: Isit?

GT: That's my daughter.

JR: Oh, okay. Yeah, because we were -

GT: She works for, she worked for Senator Muski#9i@8. And that was the year, that was
my last year that | was in the legislature, shekedrfor Muskie, her and Merton Henry's son.
Well no, | shouldn't say that, well they worked toere but | have a pic-, one of the pictures that
| gave the archives is Sharon, and Senator Musigestanding in the middle, and Merton
Henry's son was standing on the side, and he apbgd that for her. That's out at the, that's
one of the pictures out at the university, yealmekéen seventy-eight, she was, | remember this

one, she was a sophomore at Smith College in Massatts, yeah.

JR: Okay, yeah, because we'd actually like to uiasv her if we can, if we might be able to



get her address from you?

GT: Oh sure, you can interview.

JR: Yeah, and send a letter to her if we can géatuch.

GT: |was going to say, if you want to interview lyeu better get a plane ticket.

JR: Ohyeah? Where is she?

GT: She's over in Holland.

JR: Oh, Holland, oh really?

GT: Tell them you want to go over there in Holland.

JR: Yeah, | could do that, it would really be great

GT: Yeah, she's over in, just outside of Amsterddoiland.

JR: Really, like permanently, that's where sheiadg?

GT: She works over there in a computer company(amdtelligible phrase). Her and her
husband have started up their own computer comantyshe married a man that is from
Holland, or from The Netherlands, and she marrieddnd they live over there, they went over
there, | would say, | can't remember becauses#s, | had an awful bicycle accident and | lost a
lot of memory and whatever, and she went over ttieralay after | had that bicycle accident.
Her mother said it was okay to go over there. iBwas, it had to be like five years ago, | think
it was like five years ago. And she's been homeetwthink, or three times. But she's over
there, yeah, yeah.

JR: Okay, all right.

GT: And you can always get in touch with her.

JR: Okay, | might try to do that. Is there anyatee that you can think of that we might want
to interview, like either involved with the NAACR people that you know who were involved
with Muskie, or anything else?

GT: I'mtrying to think who, | think the trouble wvghen you do that you can't think of anybody.
JR: Yeah.

GT: The minute you get out the door I'm going toklof ten people.

JR: Yeah, because Neville Knowleanintelligible phrase).



GT: Neville Knowles is, works at Bates College.

JR: Yeah, yeah, that's what | thought.

GT: Yeah, yeah, he's down to Topsham. | was trieripink who, well you might want to get
in touch with, say, like either Mary Najarian orr@eConley or, | mean there's so many people

you can get in touch with. I'm trying to thinkwho else was, or Joe Brennan.

JR: Yeah, we, | don't know, | don't think we'veentiewed him but we probably want to,
yeah.

GT: Yeah, because | remember them being togethven dbthe, we was all together down at
the Eastland Hotel | think when, was Joe Brennamning, yeah, no, | think, yeah, | think it was
him, either him or presidential campaign. Oh whaswhat, can't think of his name, but
anyways. I'm trying to think of somebody elsdl.think of, as | think of somebody I'll let you
know. I've got your number.

JR: Yeah, that'll be great, if you can drop sommes for us, that'll be great. All right, well
that's it. | think I'm all set.

GT: Oh, this has been my pleasure, geez, | enjilyed
JR: Thank youthiswas. ...

GT: | appreciate, | enjoy sitting here running mguth, but | mean, you brought back some
memories and you, that's been good, thank yownkityou.

JR: Thank you, right.

End of Interview



	Talbot, Gerald "Gerry" oral history interview
	Recommended Citation

	MOH_275_Transcript

