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Transcript

Nick Christie: This is an interview with Murray Thurston at hisme in Bethel, Maine on
June 12th, 2001. The interviewer is Nick Christit. Thurston, could you state your full name
and spell it for me?

Murray Thurston: Murray Thurston, M-U-R-R-A-Y, Thurston, T-H-U-B-T-O-N.

NC: And where and when were you born?

MT: Bethel, Maine, March 6, 1921.

NC: Okay, I'm going to start by asking a few quasdiabout Bethel. When you were growing
up, where did you go to early, your early schod?ing

MT: Well, Gould Academy served as the local highost then, under one of the old New
England academies where the town paid the tuiththraany other town students came in on a



boarding basis.

NC: Okay, what was Bethel like when you were a kid?

MT: About the same. No, | take that back. It waxy, very quiet. We were little off the
beaten path and the economy was basically the aantés now. Lumbering, long lumber, short
lumber mills, dowel mills and tourism. The Bethah was very famous as a very high class
resort. And that was it. And Bethel practicallgsed up in the winter. All your inn employees
went to Florida to work in the hotels. It was veuiet.

NC: And you grew up in Bethel, or around Bethelaaild?

MT: Right. Ilived in four different places in Betl all of which were within a quarter mile
circle, here and there were, a quarter mile cingdeld encompass them all.

NC: And you, | have information that says you grgnwon a dairy farm?

MT: That wasn't what made the family living, thatsgust kind of a, a lot of small farms then.
NC: Can you tell me anything about what it was tikgrow up in that setting?

MT: Oh, it was wonderful; you learned all about bivels and the bees and saw animal life,
and had some chores to do. In the summer, helgbdive hay, and believe it or not, | never
milked a cow but we had up to a hundred head atioree It was strictly a hobby for my father
after | grew up.

NC: Now you went to Thurston Academy.

MT: Where?

NC: Thurston Academy?

MT: Gould Academy.

NC: Gould Academy. Okay, can you tell me a ligthout how did you first decide to get
involved with Gould Academy?

MT: Well, you either had to go away to a boardiclgosl or, it was much easier to stay home
and just go to Gould.

NC: And you stayed there for four years?
MT: Right.

NC: And what was Gould Academy like in terms of eation when you went there?



MT: |think they had a very good rating. Back theeally didn't know, but | assume it in
many regards, most went on to college. In thogs ddot of graduates didn't go to college.

NC: Now you ended up going to Dartmouth.

MT: Right.

NC: Was that directly after?

MT: Yes.

NC: And how did you decide to go to Dartmouth?

MT: | always liked the idea of Dartmouth.

NC: And what did you specialize in while you wehnere?

MT: That was the beginning of the war and all Idasb just get through college. |took a
liberal arts course, | think they call it a topidalir major, specifically with democratic
institutions: a combination of sociology, histoegonomics.

NC: And while you were there, just to skip aheatkjy, you ended up enlisting in the Army.
MT: Drafted.

NC: Okay.

MT: |tried to (nintelligible phrase) but nobody would even look at me. So actuahlad to
get out of college. At that point they had a systkat if you completed seven semesters, came
back one day on the eighth semester, they wouldidenyou'd completed the course, and you
had to take your final exam.

NC: You had to study in advance for what?

MT: Well, the exams, with all of us going to wdm not sure they even corrected them.
NC: Right. And you ended up going to Africa.

MT: That was the first place.

NC: Where in Africa did you go?

MT: Iltaly, Corsica, went through the Canal on aprship, ended up in the Philippines and
Japan.

NC: And from what years did you serve to what years



MT: Forty-two to '46 [1942-1946].
NC: Okay, now when you came back -

MT: Oh, I never got home. From the day | left Verecame home one day for three and a half
years.

NC: Did you return to Bethel when you were donenwibur service?

MT: Yes.

NC: And what did you begin doing then?

MT: We had the family business. And | guess | tithekeasy way out, | just had enough of
the world, | wanted to come back to a comfortable®inding. And the family business was, it
supported the family and so | went into that.

NC: This was the wood turning mill?

MT: Yeah. Strictly speaking, wood turning, it doésnake a difference. A dowel mill isn't
wood turning. Your plain dowel is not turning. Mdir difference, doesn't make any difference
to anyone.

NC: And what was your job when you were workinghat mill?

MT: Well | guess it, my brother-in-law was thew,tand between the two of us we ran the
place.

NC: Okay, and you had how many people working there

MT: Idon’'t know, maybe twenty-five, maybe, then.

NC: And how long did you work at that, work for thm/l?

MT: It's the only thing I ever did.

NC: Okay. Now, you mentioned earlier your fathauP

MT: Right.

NC: Now he, in addition to working at the farm,dlso was involved with banking?

MT: Yes. Well, see, working but the farm was #iria hobby. And, yes, he was involved in

politics somewhat. Then the woodworking busineasnit very good, and he was on the board
of trustees at the bank, and they elected him gheesi



NC: Now this was a bank in Bethel?

MT: No, Rumford.

NC: Up in Rumford. Is that where he did most & hiisiness?
MT: Yeah.

NC: Now, | was wondering if we could start withsjwhat kind of person, generally
speaking, was your father? What was he like?

MT: Oh, very reserved. Did like to have a goocetiont he wasn't a hail fellow well met, he
didn't go around slapping people on the back. BWaavas a very well thought of. Loved to
travel. He was quite heavy, but he climbed mouwmstand played tennis. Oh, | don't know what
else | can say about him.

NC: When you were growing up in Bethel, what sérhow deeply did politics run in the
family?

MT: Quite deeply.
NC: Could you tell me a little bit about your fatisepolitical philosophy?

MT: Oh, I'd say very conservative, even though e ayDemocrat. In those days it was
almost a disgrace to be a Democrat. | remembaglraiculed as a kid in grammar school.

NC: For your beliefs or for your parents' beliefs?
MT: Well, they're one and the same.

NC: Right. What was the situation locally in teraighe Democratic Party? Did it exist
really?

MT: Notreally. In name only, yes. But then ab8atit began to gather strength.

NC: How was that?

MT: Well this sounds democratic, but | guess | wiaady that the Republicans had been in
power so long they became real arrogant, and ktléeentment arose against that attitude. I'm
sure the Republicans won't agree, but.

NC: Okay. So this, that sentiment was felt localiywell as on a state wide level you think?

MT: Oh yeah.



NC: Now your father was the first chairman of thefpike Authority.
MT: Oh no, not the first.
NC: Okay, but he was chairman?

MT: |think he was appointed on the Turnpike; he alaairman of the City Highway
Commission first. He ran for governor in ‘32 aghinouis Brann, and Brann beat him in the
primaries. And as a consolation prize, Brann amjedi him to the Highway Commission, and
then he became chairman of that for two years.

NC: What sort of responsibilities did he have wiitat job?

MT: Oh, I think one day a week. It's an interastioncept on the birth of the turnpike which
not too many people know, | don't think. Maine @doads Association, | don't think even
exists now, that was a group of contractors angleeeho were interested in highways. And
my father, as | say, traveled a lot and came baelkame on the Pennsylvania turnpike which
had just been built. And he went to a Maine Goodd® banquet and he said he was sitting
there fat and happy and the chairman said, “Nowk&lto have a word from Paul Thurston,”
and he said haugintelligible word), he said the only thing that he could think & daid, “I've
just come back from traveling the Pennsylvaniapik®, and we traveled two hundred miles in
two hundred minutes,” or something like that. ta&ls”l would like to propose that the state
build a turnpike from Kittery to Fort Kent.” He waust talking off the top of his head. And
they picked up on the idea, I'm not sure as angtthat this is at all true, but they were going to
put the bill in the legislature and, knowing myhiat was a Democrat, they figured that would be
the kiss of death. So they let, oh, | can't thefhkis name, put it in. He was the first chairman.
can't think of his name.Ufintelligible phrase), probably never heard of them? | can't think of
his name, he was down in, anyway, he was thedirairman. My father was a member of the
commission, and | think he became chairman in '51.

NC: Did you get a feeling for how your father vialde way that the Democratic Party began
to advance in the thirties, in the forties anddg®

MT: |think he was a little apprehensive with thputation of irresponsible spending. | don't
think he liked that. No, | can't tell you any madhan that.

NC: Now | want to get to your political career, butant to start before 1959, | want to go
back to 1956 when Don Nicoll asked you to run vhitim. | was wondering if you could tell me
about how that idea was planted.

MT: | can't remember at all.

NC: But can you tell me something about that cagmgai

MT: Well, neither one of us knew much about it. Née a simple little flyer printed and, oh,
one day a week or so we'd go and knock on dooraetls ring doorbellsufintelligible word)



in a gathering place. We'd travel along with Mesknd any other big boys that were, it was
very crude, neither one of us knew what we weragloDon't tell Don that, because he

probably did, but I didn't. Unintelligible phrase) agenda then, the way it worked then, there
were two senators. Four people ran regardlesmndfthe one that got the most votes was
senator, the one that got the second number wasatios, and the two low guys were out. The
guy, this doesn't speak well for the value of ancation, Don had a master's degree, he came in
last; | had a B.A., came in third; and the next apavas a high school graduate; the guy who
got the most votes graduated the seventh gradecafidn didn't pay, so you might as well drop
out now.

NC: [I'll remember that. So was '56 the first tipoel made close contact with Muskie?

MT: Fifty-six or '54, I'm not sure. Depends on hyou define close contact. Connie told you
we had him in our house for a picnic once, anth&lDemocratic faithful. | was never very
close to him. | did go down to a testimonial theyg in Washington, and President Johnson was
there, there was all the big, | just went downepresent Rumford. And just before the
reception we went to Muskie's office for him to nge his clothes and, you've heard the story
about the Notre Dame football team and the ottentsaid, “Don't be afraid of them, they put
their pants on one leg at a time just like you dotiat was Muskie for me. | felt the same thing.
He was in the United States Senate, but he siifl pis pants on one leg at a time.

NC: Did you get a feeling for what sort of expeictas he had in his early career, in terms of
'56 and '58 when you were politically side by sidth him?

MT: 1guess|didn'treally, | don't know what yéargot involved with this cleaning up the
environment. That was a courageous thing to db g home town; they all lived on polluting
the environment.

NC: And to some degree you could say Rumford has bffected economically by, in terms
of the mills.

MT: Well, the mills were Rumford. So many of thesre afraid that his clean water efforts
would make the mill shut down, but it didn't.

NC: From what I've heard, Rumford's considerab®ankr now than it was.

MT: Oh, much. It used to be when they'd blow timentelligible phrase sounds like:

digestors) even on the main street you couldn't breathefuimes were so pungent. There was
soot all over everything, snow would be black.

NC: Now, in 1958 you ran with Peter MacDonald.

MT: Right.

NC: Andwon. Can you tell me a little bit abouatltampaign?



MT: Again, very low key. Unintelligible phrase) | guess.
NC: Now what was motivating you to get involvedipoally, on the public level, at this time?

MT: Oh, I guess I just thought it would be a vergresting thing to do. Which isn't a very
good answer. | wasn't going out to slay dragamsntelligible phrase) know a lot of people
like Don Nicoll and Muskie and, | think I'm losimgy memory, this, oh, the arbitrator, George
Mitchell, 1 got to know him fairly well.

NC: What sort of man was he?
MT: | beg your pardon?

NC: What sort of man was he?
MT: Very, very high class.

NC: What was the, comparing Rumford and BethelRauis and Norway, would you say
there's a collective Democratic atmosphere, or dgal say that there's -?

MT: Rumford has always been Democratic. | thihkhe other towns you've mentioned have
been strictly Republican. Norway, Paris, you sdyfey were always Republican. Fryeburg
was very Republican. | used to, when | was ihused to keep all the figures of different
towns, how they voted, and the Democratic ones ¥esveand far. We used to count on
Rumford to make up whatever you lost in all thesotiowns.

NC: And speaking of Bethel, would you say that tied changed over the years?

MT: Alittle bit. I still think they vote Republan. Not as bad as, percentage wise, not as bad
as it was.

NC: Now, | want to ask a few questions about Suriiagr. You are one of the early
organizers of the Sunday River ski area. | woridgou could tell me a little bit about how that
idea got developed originally.

MT: As | said, the whole of Bethel was a very deadh in the winter, no, there’s nothing
going on. And | was a member of the Chamber of @ence and they had a meeting and
appointed me the head of a committee to find at@afimulate winter business in Bethel. | had
always skied anduqintelligible word) many ski areas were busy towns, so to me thatheas

only obvious answer. So they, oh, | guess somehewot ten people together and formed a
committee to develop it. | was one of the committ&/e didn't have any money, all we had was
ideas, all dreamers. And oh, one of the comm({itamtelligible phrase) found the land where
Sunday River is. Have you ever been there?

NC: | haven't.



MT: Bates always used to come for their carnivakialay (nintelligible word), so we picked
out this mountain and then we thought we didn'ehlanains enough to, confidence enough, |
think we were right. So we hired a skier experhad fame) to come over and cruise the
mountain. And good thing we did, we were goindgudd it on the wrong side. You can save
building a little (nintelligible word) roads, you build a road over here and you'veagot
wonderful area.

And we sold stock with the concept that for eveny percent of the money we raised we could
only spend that, only spend ten percent. Andésewent into escrow which wouldn't be
released until we raised ninety thousand | thinkict paid for the lift and rope and -. No, wait
a minute, I'm back a step, that was the rope totewn, which was for Sunday River. Okay, no
I'm right, we budgeted, we had to have ninety thadsdollars. That's when we sold the stock
with ten percent being held back, and if we digettthe ninety thousand, they'd get ninety
percent of their money back. So we got to sixtstysfive thousand, couldn't get any more.
Twisted arms and begged and finally Gould Acadeawegus ten thousand, and we were still
about thirty thousand short. We went to the SPAthey came up and looked at it. Don't put
this in the story because the SPA wouldn't likdtitwas a hell of a hot day, we had to walk a
half a mile and went up and sat on a rock and sdalvem where we were going to do it. We
get back down at the bottom and one of the locatatters, he had a bottle of whiskey down in
the water, he says, “I think this will taste pregtyod. Will you help us?” Unintelligible

phrase). And finally after he'd had about two drinksg tBPA man thought that was the greatest
idea in the world. So he says, we'll give youftirey thousand. But, again, | don't think the
SPA will like that story. And then we did a lottbie labor ourselves, cut a lot of trees, it was
kind of a community effort, at the beginning. Ongaed road building days and tree cutting
days. |did a lot of surveying the run, and | ditkmow what the hell | was doing.

NC: That's harder than it looks, isn't it?
MT: Hmm?
NC: It's harder than it looks, to do surveyinghtf®

MT: Well, | was scared to death because | wasdcafnaas going to make a mistake. And
volunteers @nintelligible word) we ran the profile of it, so the lift company tdinow how to
design the lift. So it opened in '59 with one T-b@wo years later we put in another T-bar, this
one went only half-way up the mountain. Two ydatser we put one up to the summit. Two
years after that we put another novice area ovéh@wother side of the brook there. And grew
from there.

We weren't doing very well, we were paying ourscdhd growing a little. And then we decided
there was no hope for us so we sold it to Killimgtd don't know how much of this story
(unintelligible phrase), Killington (unintelligible phrase) over Les Otten, he was assistant
manager, he was one of the management trusteegesa And he had great vision, he could see
what was there so that when Killington wanted they could see they weren't going to make
the return they made over in Vermont, so they Idarien the money to buy it from them. And
then he was off and running. Well, | guess thaisut all | can think of there. But it certainly



changed life in Bethel.
NC: How so?

MT: Well it raised the price of everything. Usedt half the houses on Main Street had
broken windows and shutters hanging off, and yaddtt give them away. Now the place is,
everything in Bethel is about double the, same dau8ethel would sell, well, maybe not
double, but fifty to seventy-five percent more tlilha same house in Rumford, because Bethel
really is kind of a nice, clean little town.

NC: It's quite a contrast to Rumford.

MT: Many of the old timers in Bethel curse the &ayday River was ever built. They do.
They have to wait in line in the grocery store, #melroads are crowded andiptelligible
phrase) young and active people, always a drinking pnobénd hell raising in general.

NC: Now, you said that at the beginning there wasuaiten people that came together to kind
of start this project off. Can you tell me a &ttt about first how those ten people happened to
come together, and who they were?

MT: Well, Edison Saunders, his family owned a donvl, same as we did. Kimber Lanes of
the local bank, he was an odd, not odd but he Wwastasixty years old, never, didn't know what
a pair of skis were. But he'd come out and seltktis every weekend. Phil Chanbourne,
Chadbourne Lumber, he was just interested in elvienyt He would call me up at two o'clock in
the morning, say, “I just thought of something.’ante Richardson, he was an ex ski trooper,
10th Mountain. Paul Keelewintelligible phrase) Paul Keeley, he was a well-known
collegiate racer and the Middlebury ski coach. wée the one that found the mountain.
Howard Cole was just a good public spirited citizgack fame), he was an insurance man.
Jack Trindle, local dentist. Sam Davis, who wasnall building contractor. He built the base
lodge. | guess that's all | can think of at thenment.

NC: When the project first started between all@if,yyou briefly said, well, what sort of
vision do you think you all had right at the vetgrs, what were you imagining Sunday River?

MT: Nothing like this, we couldn't even conceivelut. We justynintelligible word), well,
some of us were very ardent skiers and selfishlg gs a place to ski and give employment to
make it a better town.

NC: Were you a big skier?

MT: lenjoyedit. And I skied quite a lot. | thihkvent to Europe thirty-two times skiing. |
still ski a little, once or twice a week.

NC: Oh, wow. Now, you mentioned that early onha project you, there was a certain
amount of work to be done in organizing the comrtyuta make the project possible. Now,
how did, what sort of, what was the, how would g&scribe the community interest the first



year or two of the project, and then also how & ttompared to how the community has moved
(unintelligible word) over the years?

MT: Early on it was just general community spittou all pitched in to do different aspects

of the job, just enough to get it rolling. We alle were pretty active, take turns parking cars and
even running a lift once in a while. | used tovdrthe Snow Caugintelligible phrase). But we
were pretty low skilled. Les Otten is the one tteally built it up.

NC: What was is function, how did he -?

MT: He was beginningufintelligible phrase) by Killington, assistant manager in their trainee
program, and he liked what he saw and he hadd lytl that, he borrowed the money from

them and then he ended up buying them.

NC: That's what started to take off. Right. Oksyjn 1959 you entered the state senate, is
that right?

MT: In'59 what?
NC: You entered the state senate?
MT: Yes.

NC: And how did that come about, how, what wagst fike when you entered politics in that
level?

MT: It was not vicious; the Republicans toleratedut, literally they tolerated us. They had
so big a majority. They were nice people and yloed them, but you didn't have much
influence.

NC: And how cohesive was, as of '59 or '60, the &zatic Party in Maine in terms of the
platform and in terms of the leadership?

MT: Oh, I think we were quite, Clauson was goverrdice fellow but he wasn't much of a
leader. And then he dropped dead I think. JohedRecame governor. And then John Reed
defeated, my memory's going to hell, George Mitichkthink that was the biggest heartbreak of
my political career.

NC: You were fond of George Mitchell.

MT: 1didn't know him that well personally, just atthe stood for and his ability, and | wasn't
particularly hot on John Reed. He was all riglt, fre certainly wasn't George Mitchell.

NC: What was it about George Mitchell's beliefs §r@u found attractive as a political figure?

MT: Ican't, don't remember a specific thing.



NC: Now, when you were involved with what was reallvery early stage of Democratic
growth in Maine, where did you stand politically?

MT: What do you mean, how did | stand? Of counsad Democrat.
NC: Butdid you find that in terms of a party tlyau fit in easily, or that -
MT: Yes, I did.

NC: In a sense what I'm asking you is what was twiese the most basic beliefs that seemed
to be represented by the Maine Democratic Party?

MT: Oh, I think they were the same as now. WedghblDemocrats represented the interests
of the common people really, and the Republicawsyd had a reputation of being the other
way. | remember one statement my mother, my stefhven was in the legislature once, and a
Republican local rallyunintelligible word) made the statement, as a Republican it beho®ves u
to cater to the needs of the common people. Thattheir attitude, they weren't the common
people, the educated few, they called it.

NC: And the people of Maine felt that distance?
MT: Evidently.
NC: I'mjust going to flip this tape over real dklic

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

NC: You were talking about the Maine Democratictypand earlier in the interview you
mentioned that your father felt that the liberaitatle and spending too much, he found that
bothersome.

MT: |think he did, but | wouldn't swear to it, duth reasonably sure.

NC: Now, Muskie started in Maine and eventuallyeshdp having an incredibly, or the most
liberal careers of any Democratic in the natiorexi&e. Did you get a feeling for how his views
and opinions changed, or did, how did you see dniser progress over time?

MT: Oh, I can't give you a very intelligent answarthat.

NC: You mentioned the Clean Air and Water Act. dafso had quite an effect in terms of
housing, the national budget committees and thikgghat, but at the same, he was criticized to
some degree that he, as a senator from Maine,d@rigevery quickly engulfed by national
politics. Did you feel like he was connected toilaonce he left the governor's seat?



MT: Oh, | had no reason to feel that he wasn'esarting Maine. I'd never heard that before.
NC: You felt like his presence was strong in Maiesen as he was working -?

MT: Oh, I thought so.

NC: What was the opinion in Bethel or in Rumfordvidskie's politics?

MT: He was a hometown hero certainly. Bethelrkhl guess they probably supported him.
NC: Now when you were in the state senate, stgtsléture, and a decision would come up in
terms of legislation, how strongly did you feelth@vas coordination between, say, the governor
at the time and the other members and yourself?

MT: You mean whether he was a strong leader, or -?

NC: That, and also how strong was the actual orgdion in terms of platform and a belief
system?

MT: | guess my opinion would be that it wasn'tf ihavas not particularly strong.

NC: Concerning Muskie, did you feel, do you havg aremories of him on a personal basis,
in terms of what kind of a man he was just as adrymot a politician?

MT: Again I'll say a wonderful man. | just traveélaround with him, went to county fairs and
drive him to local stores. He was absolutely déavearth and friendly. | thought | had a
picture of him up there somewhere but, it was of butting a ribbon on the turnpike.
Somewhere | have it.

NC: Now, can you tell me anything about Dave Ste?en

MT: Yeah. He was about the best administratoet &mew. He didn't like to take no for an
answer, but he was a great administrator.

NC: He was both the highway commissioner and a assiomer of health and welfare?

MT: Commissioner of health and welfare before hargo highways, I think. Then he
became the head one on the Maine Turnpike, | camé&émber his title, but the chief
administrator.

NC: Were you personally friends with him, or was-Be

MT: Yeah. | wentto Texas to some convention Wwith. He felt guilty if he spent more, I'll
say, five dollars for lunch. I'm making up a numb®it you didn't have sirloin steak if he was
there. | thought a lot of Dave. | remember myéattelling the story that, oh, he and Dave were
on the (nintelligible phrase) make up his mindugintelligible phrase) | think you better stop



doing that.

NC: He had a strong temper?

MT: | never saw him lose his temper but he madeisimind, that's it, and that's the way it's
going to be.

NC: And it worked?

MT: Seemed to. | don't know anyone who didn'teespave Stevens.

NC: Now, going back to your childhood, just to skigck a ways, you had siblings?

MT: One sister, five years older.

NC: What was her name?

MT: Rosalie. So she is now eighty-five and meyfalst as sharp as she ever was.

NC: She lives around Bethel?

MT: In Rumford.

NC: In Rumford, okay. Now you mentioned that yam cemember when you were, very
early in school being ridiculed by other studewotsyfour family's political beliefs.

MT: Yeah, oh, they'd just kid jokingly, and it hartittle bit.

NC: It's just interesting to think about politidssayoung age having such a clear-cut

boundary. Probably particularly around here whkege's such an awareness of someone being
outside of the main group.

MT:

Oh, I guess that was just childish joking, kg | still joke with some of the people

that, I'm still friendly with today, that were soratthe worst pickers-on.

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

You mean in respect to when you were a child?
Yeah.
Now you, your father has a connection to WhitliBingham.

| don't think he ever met him personally, betias kind of a, | guess | considered him as

a, | thought he was kind of a conduit. If peopkmed money from Bingham I think they came
to my father and he would send word to Bingham $wwe | don't know the exact path the
message went through. And I'm reasonably sureMbakie got, reasonably sure.



NC: William Bingham was, would give money to indluals or, who needed help?

MT: Oh my God, he helped everybody and everythidg, he had, one thing | remember, my
father . . . . [Bingham] would loan a kid moneypagh to go to college and set up a family,
close to maybe a hundred dollars a month or somgthiave to give out. When Bingham got
the first check, he would write back, account ciade And my father always thought that was
a poor lesson for kids that, I'm sure the storyagotnd.

NC: And you said you're reasonably sure about Muskisupposedly in relation to what you
just said, | read somewhere that he got moneyaat teying to get into his second year at
Cornell, and at the end of it, at the end of thenhe was going to enlist. And Bingham found
out about it and he said, well, I don't want yowuihg to go off with anything, with any debts, so
he said, let's leave it that when you, | don't kriberexact details but the end result of the whole
thing was it got completely cancelled because &gest over there. And in the end he ended up
paying for his second year. | don't know many idietbout it.

MT: Well I just continually hear that story of Bimgm that if you showed the intention of
paying the money back, the intention was good enoug

NC: So he was a very generous man. Did you knowgd@rsonally?

MT: Nobody in town knew him personally, nobody., @taybe Ed Vachon who was the head
of Gould, did. | only saw him one day, once in lifg, walking up the street.

NC: Did you talk to him?

MT: No, nobody talked to him.

NC: Why was that, why was there this distance?

MT: [Idon't think he wanted to talk. My aunt wasdkof his appointment secretary and lived
with him | guess, lived in the house. So | thimklmably, if I'm right, that Muskie probably went
to my father then my aunt, different, an aunt bdifferent, grand aunt | guess, great-aunt. He
was rather eccentric. | remember him going tolBad it was too much for him to go in one
day so he'd go to Poland Springs and spend theé anghrest up for the rest of the trip. Boy, the
made him a complete, completely dependant on tleemverything.

NC: In what way?

MT: Well, he wouldn't do anything unless he gotdpproval of one of the doctors, and they
made him an invalid.

NC: The doctors?

MT: Yeah. This aunt | was telling about, | usedsk her what his life was like. He would
get up in the morning, have his breakfast, loothatpaper, and then go rest. And after his rest



he'd come up and look at some business papershandhe'd go rest again.

NC: Wow. But he had quite a reputation in town?

MT: As being unapproachable?

NC: Oh, okay.

MT: His sister was a representative in Congress) fohio, her name was Blossey. | think
that was her name, B-L-O-S-S-E-Y. But | know hse hasister, and | think that was her name.

No, Blossen, I think. | don't think I'm adding yenuch to your . . ..

NC: Oh, definitely, you are. Now you mentioned @Gloficademy. And was Bingham
involved?

MT: Oh, very much so.
NC: Very much so. Can you tell me about that?
MT: Just he was very free to give money to builiddings.

NC: You said he was unapproachable. Was it alsonte degree unknown where his
generosity came from, or -?

MT: You're talking about being unapproachable?tdlking about the local townspeople,
they just, in awe of him, they didn't, he wasnylady you'd go up and pat on the back and, he
just wasn't, nobody saw him.

NC: And yet he played such a big part in the l@cahmunity.

MT: As | say, he built the Bethel Inn. And manytled buildings at Gould. In fact, he left
funds, called the Bingham Funds, handled by a Nevk Yaw firm, and they still give a lot of
money to Gould.

NC: How long has Gould Academy been running?

MT: Eighteen thirty-six | think,upintelligible phrase). | think it was 1836.

NC: Eighteen thirty-six. And you told me earlibat it holds about a few hundred?

MT: Yeah.

NC: Now getting a little bit back to politics, iarms of Muskie and in terms of Maine, when
he was in the Senate in '68 he ran as a vice sl candidate with Hubert Humphrey, what

sort of feelings did you get, as a Maine residewt @ a Democrat who had run with him, seeing
him on that level?



MT: Well, just very, very proud of being associateth him. | was very unhappy that, when
he broke down in front of Loeb. I'd always heaedhad quite a temper. | never saw it. But |
guess his career kind of went down from that dayasrfar as popular electoral support.

NC: Now, as a Democrat, and thinking nationallyattio you think about how things have
been going in terms of the Democratic party, ornlibé state and the national level?

MT: Well, if this strictly political, | think botdohnson, and even Clinton, are going down
better in history than they are viewed at the mamen

NC: And do you feel that way because of their petie

MT: |think unintelligible phrase) some of the major decisions have been right. Namgain,
maybe this is politics, I'm somewhat worried abibwat country under Bush. His campaign
promises seem to be meaning nothing. Obviously taenpaign promises don't mean too much,
but he's just flaunting them.

NC: It's frustrating to watch.

MT: Hmm?

NC: It's frustrating to watch.

MT: I'm sure he's the nicest guy in the world ifiyeant to go fishing or, he'd be great.

NC: Interms of when you think back to '68 and WBen you really had a clear idea of who
was liberal and who was conservative, and novailigle bit more of, it's not so clear-cut;
especially with party lines. Do you see that, da feel that the country has really moved
towards the center, and how do you view, in teringar beliefs, how things have worked out
that way?

MT: Oh, I don't think there's any doubt it's movedard the center.

NC: When you think of Ed Muskie and Eugene McCaghg George McGovern and those
types of Democrats, and then you compare themetaélv Democratic party that Clinton has
kind of revised, do you think it's, do you seestam extreme difference, do you see it as a good
difference?

MT: 1guess | wouldn't say there's a good diffeegtaeit it's, | don't think it's earth shaking.
NC: Oh, incidentally, is there any connection taiiion Mountain?

MT: Never heard of Thurston Mountain.

NC: Okay, that's a little note | had attached ore léth a question mark, | was wondering -



MT: | never heard of it.

NC: Idon't know anything about it either, but seme down at the archive was curious.
MT: If you ever find it, well let me know whereist

NC: Okay, yeah, | will. Let's see, now at one pgiwu converted the dairy farm into a motel,
am | right?

MT: Yeah.

NC: And, what's the name of the motel?

MT: Oh, it's called River View now.

NC: And it's just down the road.

MT: Yeah. Now that was where | grew up. Themds

NC: Oh, we've got pictures here.

MT: And that on the right is the house, and theskas still there, that's where | grew up.

And then the garage, they made it into a lobbysmidhming pool out back, and motel, well
they doubled the length and doubled the height tlegl had eight units | think. Now they got
sixteen times, the big building on the left usetv¢ca hay barn.

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

So in season Bethel must really fill up quick.

And in the winter, too. I'd say winter mayh&e more.

Really.

Well, | take that back, depending on the weathe

Right. This last winter you must have had ejaifew people.

Sure did.

That must have been great for Bethel.

Even | can hardly get out of my driveway in therning and late afternoon.
Now, oh, incidentally, do you know a man of tteenme Sam McCoy?

| did, he died two or three years ago.



NC: Oh, okay.

MT: Yeah, and Connie called his widow. He didnbw Muskie very well in law school, so
they used to debate against one another. He Wapuablican. Opposites sides of the political
debate. But Sam never practiced law, | think thesis money in the family. He graduated law
school and came back to Bethel to live.

NC: Allright, I'm going to stop the tape for a ead.

(Pause in taping.)

NC: And now we've got both Mr. Thurston and Mrsuf@ton. Mrs. Thurston, could you spell
you full name, state and spell your full name?

Constance Thurston: Constance, C-O-N-S-T-A-N-C-E, and Philbrick ig middle name, P-
H-I-L-B-R-I-C-K, Thurston, T-H-U-R-S-T-O-N.

NC: And can you tell me where and when you wer@a®or

CT: I was born December 21st, 1929, | mean Dece2het921, I'm sorry. December 29,
1921 in Rangeley, Maine.

NC: Okay, yeah, | have a note here that you were imoRangeley. | was wondering if you
could tell me a little bit about what it was likeogving up there?

CT: Oh, it was, it was a typical small town buiviis kind of a wonderful place to grow up
because it was, it's remote, and so we made athwarfun. You didn't, you just didn't go out of
town to do things, you . . ..

MT: Itisn't on the road to anywhere.

NC: Oh really?

MT: No, really, if you wanted to go to Rangeley yeent, but -

CT: It's kind of, you've never been to RangeleyndAf course those were the days, |
remember the roads were rolled in the winter, byge roller and horses, and cars were not,
were not terribly, terribly, there was no trafffmthing like that. We could slide down our hill
and never think about, and this was in the streater think, never worry about cars or getting
hit by a car. Oh, | can't think what, | don't knauy -

NC: It must be different now.

CT: Oh, yes, yeah. As all small towns are. Thaswhat was a lot of years ago.



NC: | have a note that says your father was a tieres

CT: Yes, and he was a game warden for many yerrs,Definitely outdoors, did not like to
be inside.

NC: And you can remember as a young child his vemlent?
CT: Asagame warden?
NC: Yeah.

CT: Ohyeah, yeah. | remember, | don't know wbdell you about it. He was very happy in
that setting because it did keep him outdoors.a lot

NC: So you were brought up in an atmosphere winerettdoors played a dominant role.
CT: Yes, hm-hmm.

NC: How did you end up in Bethel?

CT: Well, I went to the Maine School of CommercéAuburn, and during the war Phil
Chadbourne who owned P.H. Chadbourne & Companygtitche was going to be losing all his
male help to the service and so he came to ouosemal wanted, through our headmistress,
someone to work for him, to come to work in hisad#f And | thought, well, ‘that will be kind
of a lark. I'll go up there and ski for the winterd then save some money and be off.” And |
never left.

NC: You enjoyed it so much.

CT: Yeah, yeah, | like Bethel. | could be a ChanddeCommerce for Bethel.

MT: Of course she met me.

NC: Ahnh, the other half of the story.

CT: That's right, the other half of the story. YWet and married in 1947, and that was it.
NC: You both, you met each other in Bethel.

CT: I met her on the day I left to go into the segy so | never saw her again for three and a
quarter years.

NC: You met, the day you that you were going toséerice you guys met each other.

CT: We were introduced.



MT: She was coming out as | was going in to mdell@aw that was going with her. 1 said,
good luck, and that was the entire conversation.

CT: Yeah, but of course he never forgot me. Amdi know, when he came back he called,
asked for a date, and that was the beginning of it.

NC: That's great. So you were in Bethel when Symilaer started developing.

CT: Yeah.

NC: And you were also in Bethel when the Democratcty started developing.

CT: Yes.

NC: Do you remember, well first of all, back to Refey for a second. Was there, | mean |
know you said it was very small and very remotd,tbare must have been political feelings in
Rangeley.

CT: Some. | can remember some of my good friehkdsresa’'s father was a Democrat, and of
course Theresa, Theresa became quite a staunchcEdaven at a young age. | never did, |
never got involved in politics. |, at that pointtime, just, it was not part of my, it was not an
interest.

NC: And when you were in Bethel and your husbandmmlved and you saw that -

CT: That was the beginning.

NC: That was the beginning.

CT: That was the beginning, and almost the enccaBse we, we were terribly fond of Frank
Coffin and we worked very hard for him and, whenaias campaigning for governor. And
when he lost, we just couldn't believe that subhiliant person could have lost to the
Republican candidate of the day. And really, &, twok it pretty hard, didn't we?

MT: Very much so.

CT: Yeah, to the point where | almost tuned ouitorit just didn't seem possible to me that
anyone that smart could have lost to John Reed.

NC: Did you find that Frank Coffin also responde@s very distressed by that loss, or -?
CT: [I'mnot sure that | could tell you. I'm noteu could tell you how he, he became a -
MT: You say was he distressed, or were we disti@sse

NC: Was he distressed?



CT: |think he was.

MT: He must have been, knowing how -

CT: He had to have been.

MT: Knowing inside how much superior he was, ofrsethe knew.
NC: Right.

CT: He wenton, though, he became a federal jutige;t he, in the state. And I'm sure
you've heard about Frank Coffin and his role inDreenocratic Party in the state.

NC: His role in Lewiston as well.

CT: Yes, ohyes, yeah.

NC: So you were in Auburn for a while, for a sheetiod of time, you said.

CT: Yes, for two years.

NC: Fortwo years? And can you please tell meragelere were you, you were . .. ?
CT: Well, it was the Maine School of Commerce, hnas since become, oh, what's the
name of that, it is a business school and it'sitsipff, is it Washington Avenue? It's
Washington Avenue that goes out to the turnpiket i

NC: Hm-hmm.

CT: Yeah, what is the name of that now. I'm neégy good one to be interviewing because
my memory isn't that good, Nick.

NC: That's okay.

CT: Well, you can find, | know you, you'd know, yptobably have heard of it.

NC: [I'm just thinking about Lewiston and Auburn dmalv it's probably changed considerably
from when you were then, before you came to Bethdlyou were in Auburn, going to school
there and recently trying to have figured out whalitically has gone on there. It seems like

quite a bit, democratically, with Frank Coffin aBdn Nicoll being there.

CT: But this was all before | became interestepailitics. | really didn't pay that much
attention to it.

NC: Incidentally, did you know Don Nicoll?



CT: Ohyeah.
NC: This was back when you were -?

CT: See, Mike and Don ran together for state lagisé, and campaigned together and so we
were seeing a lot of Don and Hilda at that time.

MT: They were living in Buckfield and we went dotensee them several times.

CT: And then when they went to Washington theytetwiour whole family down and we
spent about a week with them in Washington, D.Gz R&d a grand time.

NC: Did you get a chance to meet Senator Muskiéewttiu were down there?

CT: No, we never did. He was in Senator Muskifflseat the time, but we didn't. Although
we hadn't, we knew him of course. | don't know wreydidn't.

MT: | was thinking about it, | can't understand wigy didn't.

CT: They were busy showing us all over the plag& went to Gettysburg of course, and the
Washington Monument, and it was a busy time, it avasisy time.

NC: Must have been exciting.

CT: Itwas. Itwas pretty nice of them to invite@uple with three children, and they had four
of their own, and it was just . . ..

NC: A little hectic maybe?
CT: A hit, atad.

NC: Right. And then in 1958 Mike ran with Peterd@@nald. Right? In '58, you, | was
asking if, do you remember that campaign at all?

MT: Which one?

NC: The second one in '58, after -

CT: When you ran with Peter MacDonald. | don't eember that.
MT: Oh, it wasn't much of a campaign.

CT: No, I don't think. You lost then.

MT: No, with Pete MacDonald | won.



CT: Oh, with, you ran against him in the primars;,you know, | forget that, | don't remember
that.

MT: There were two senators, four people on thietoahnd | was telling him, the one that
got the most votes was, and the second highesg, @ected, and the bottom two didn't.

CT: I'dforgotten Pete MacDonald. Not good.

NC: So have you been a pretty staunch Democratidyaw say, as the years have gone on
with, after Muskie? So-so?

CT: So-so. | have not always voted Democratim niluch more apt to vote for the candidate
of my choice. | still am a registered Democrat] &really favor the Democratic viewpoint.

NC: You're speaking, when you say looking at theda#ate, you're talking about not just the
national level but also local and state level.

CT: Hm-hmm, hm-hmm. If this is being recorded,dfiobably be shot at sunrise.

NC: So you both had the opportunity to watch ayp@rthe state go from practically nothing
to at some times a majority.

CT: Yeah.

NC: That must have had an influence even on tha lewgel | would think, particularly.
CT: Yeah, it was very gratifying to behold and eaat of.

NC: And of course Senator Muskie played a roléat,tas well as -

CT: Yeah, | think he was the, THE star at that tildad then Frank Coffin of course came
along, and a lot of emerging personalities in tkeenDcratic Party as a result of sort of getting in,
| guess you would say.

NC: Right. Well, I guess a question I'd want tk beth of you is, how would you think, if

you think back to when the party first started #melideals of the platform that was being talked
about then on both the state and the national,lenel then you think to now, and we've kind of
talked about this before, | mean, is it what yopested would happen? When you think back to
Eugene McCarthy and George McGovern and Ed Muskimgl, you know, Vietnam and all,

and the environment, and then you think about na @linton, and with a new, a newer type

of party. Is it what you would have expected?

CT: Kind of the evolution you mean, of?

NC: Yeah.



CT: Well I didn't expect Clinton to behave the weydid, if that means anything. | was
terribly disappointed in him. | just could not wrdtand how such a smart man could be so
stupid. But, that's all. McGovern | never wasitdy wild about. | just couldn't enthuse over
him.

MT: You're still on Clinton?

CT: No, | said McGovern. | couldn't enthuse -

MT: No, | couldn't either.

CT: So there have been candidates that I've not &eusiastic at all about.

NC: What was it about McGovern, was it his persibpak his -?

CT: |think the people he was surrounding himsefhymaybe. It wasn't -

MT: Idon't know whether I thought he was too idgal or something. He was kind of pie in
the sky, | thought.

NC: Hm-hmm. Which is a sharp contrast to Muskie.

CT: Yeah, who always seemed to have both feetyionlthe ground. Hubert Humphrey was
a favorite of mine. And | was all for Bill Clintein the beginning. So he was a big letdown |
think to a lot of us who were for him.

NC: If you don't mind, I'm just going to stop tltegpé real quickly.

CT: Sure.

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

NC: We're continuing the interview with both MikecaConnie Thurston. This is tape two,
side one. And | just want to ask a few more goestio you about, do you remember back
when the idea of Sunday River first came together?

CT: Ohyeah.

NC: And do you remember how it first came togethegerms of, Mike was telling me there
was a group of people that had an idea.

CT: Hm-hmm, Bethel Area Development Corporation.

MT: Yeah, well | guess then | got confused. Th& fen people were just the rope tow.



CT: Was that the Bethel Area Corporation that bat,tor did you, some of you guys just
decide that on your own and then, and then thedBeth .

MT: (Unintelligible phrase).

CT: - Area Development Corporation was founded,iaratder to promote business here in
the winter they came up with the idea of doingisas&a. That's my recollection.

MT: Yeah, | was trying to think of the connectictween the rope tow and the Sunday River
when it wasn't much.

CT: Except that you used the rope tow at SundagmRithen it was finally built, but that's the
way | remember it.

NC: And he was saying that the idea, compared ®&re/Bunday River looks now, is a drastic
contrast.

CT: You could easily say that.

NC: Hm-hmm. Now, -

MT: You say you've never been up around here?
NC: No, | have never skied before in my life.

MT: You've never even seen the place?

NC: No, | haven't. A large, just about everyok@adw at school comes here all the time; it's
quite a popular. | think this is one of the mospplar places that they from Bates go to.

MT: It's a lot closer than Sugarloaf, and closantBridgton, Pleasant Mountain, whatever
they call it now.

CT: Bridgton is about the same, isn't it, the samstance? There's a lot more variety here, of
course, that's a factor, too.

NC: So, Bethel has changed, along with the visfah@® mountain has changed probably
considerably as well.

CT: Toadegree, to adegree. A lot of peoplevarg anti-growth. And it's a pretty hard haul
to make many changes around here. But it has beeomuch sprucier looking town as a result
of the ski area because people have bought buddargssed them up. And actually the only,
the biggest visible change is the Bethel stati@aar

MT: (Unintelligible phrase) falling on his face.



CT: Butas far as, | mean it's a much nicer loolanga than it ever was withgme) Company
there and all the old sheds and everything. Baitslbeen the biggest physical change in Bethel.

NC: Main Street looks very nice. When | was drivup, it looks unlike, like when | compare
it to, say, Rumford or areas like that, it has ygu used the word spruce, a very clean look to
it.

CT: Yeah, itreally has, it really looks so muchearithan, at one time, | can remember
walking with a friend of mine up Main Street anérnd were all kinds of houses for sale and they
were kind of run down looking. And | remember sayto my friend, “You know Bethel is
becoming a depressed area.” And it, it just lookeeldy, it really did.

NC: One question, and | don't know if there's arcBnswer tothis or not, but when, when
Bethel started to pick up from Sunday River, sthtteget, the economy started to get
invigorated, you already have a group of local hants and | know, and I'm thinking about
Lewiston or other places, that when an area dvaxming quickly there's a trend for outside
business to come in. Has that been an issuesanbat of the business that's boomed been
local?

CT: Okay, outsiders have come in.

MT: They are resented by the ones that were Irste fRemember that meeting we went to?
CT: Yeah, when Ford Reiche wanted to develop thedB&tation area.

MT: Well, somebody up in the back of the auditorigmh up and said something about, and
you were, you came in, there was no business, awdyou don't want anybody else to come in.

CT: Yeah it was, that was the, that's the same tfim thinking of.
NC: Oh, okay.

CT: Butthat was, that never came to fruition. dBeiche and his group who wanted to
develop, but many, many meetings over it involving local people, and the antis and -

NC: And that must be continuing today, | would tin

CT: Yes, yeah, there are, it's really difficults A matter of fact, | don't see how Bethel can
grow too much more.

NC: Are there plans now to expand Sunday Rivelfjtge mountain?
CT: Idon't think at this point in time, becauseaficially they're not in great shape.

MT: There are some pretty ornate plans, they'neggtmi build a golf course up there on the



whole village, but | guess those are on hold fahde.

CT: Yeah. So we're just kind of holding our breathwhat's going to be taking place up here,
hoping that they can continue to do well and, bseats been a boon to the town, there's just no
guestion about it.

NC: Well, unless either of you have anything thai'd like to add to the interview, is there
anything else you'd like to say, about Muskie, MaiBethel or anything at all?

CT: Idon't know what all you've talked about.

MT: No, | don't think so.

CT: Did you, have you ever interviewed Shep Lekawiston?
NC: No, | haven't personally, but | would have ¢e sShep Lee?

CT: Yeah. He and Ed Muskie were very close, antlddkie stayed with Shep many, many
times during campaigns and trips to Lewiston. Sbepis the one who has the -

MT: Automobile agency.

CT: Yeah.

NC: What is that?

MT: Automobile agency.

CT: The big one out on -

NC: In Auburn?

CT: Yeah, out on the strip on Route 4.

NC: Right, which has grown considerably. Hmm, Shee. He was involved politically also
with Muskie probably?

CT: He never ran for anything, Shep didn't. Anehthwhatever happened to Jean Simpson?
MT: Jean Sampson.

CT: Sampson.

MT: |don't know.

CT: Because she certainly would have a lot to pfferould think, if she's still alive.



MT: Yeah, definitely if you could find her. And I'sure Don Nicoll could tell you where or
how.

CT: They actually saw a lot more of Muskie thandigebecause of our geographics here, but
he was our guy.

MT: How about Darby Beliveau? His name isn't Dathy, what is his -?
CT: Yesitis,isn'tit?

MT: |don't think so.

CT: Severin is one brother.

MT: Severin is Darby.

CT: No, Darby is, Darby is the other one who’sytrebrothers.

MT: Don could tell you anyway, Don Nicoll couldltgbu.

NC: Okay, I'm going to stop the interview but | wémsay thank you very much to both of
you, unintelligible word).

CT: Well, I wish we could be more helpful, | wislkeduld. | just, I just never, except for the
time that Mike was in the senate and the time Mhagkie was in politics, we stayed active with
the party for a long time and would do what we ddatally. We were very fond of George
Mitchell, too, and, you know, did what little weuwdd locally, for the party. But aside from that
we never got into the national scene too much. &t Nicoll, | would think he would be a
wealth of information for you, he must be, goodness

NC: Oh yeah.

CT: Plus, he's got a memory I'm sure, which . . . .

MT: Are you implying something?

CT: What?

MT: Were you implying something?

CT: I'mtalking about both of us.

NC: Well thank you very much for the interviews igreatly appreciated.

End of Interview



(Interview continued.)

NC:

All right, this is Nick Christie. We're stilhterviewing Mr. Thurston and now we're on

the road, we're going to have a short tour of Syiitlaer. We're approaching, are we
approaching the covered bridge now?

MT:

Just a mile or two ahead. When we first sthinigilding Sunday River we were in

Boston for, | think he paid thirty-two hundred aol for that, thirteen acres of land.

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

That thirteen acres was the original -?

No, thirteen acres of land went with that house
Oh, with the house we just passed.

Which he got for thirty-two hundred dollars.

How much, what was the process you had to gt to originally, for the group of you

to acquire the mountain?

MT: We leased the land from Henley Corporation.

NC: And that was a relatively easy thing to dowas that really the biggest struggle?
MT: (Unintelligible phrase) were very cooperative. Beautiful old house anl#it.

NC: Ohyeah. We're approaching the covered bridlgew, it looks like it's been there for
quite a while.

(Pause in taping.)

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

Really?

And the last peak on the right, you can ski d@wer the back side.
But the majority of the trails are all on tkigle.

Yeah, they have to face either north or noghea

Why is that?

South you get too much sun, it melts the snffiiwneelts it through the day and freezes at

night, you have ice.

NC:

Oh, okay. Now how many trails did you haveha first year of the valley?



MT: First year we had one and a half.
NC: One and a half? And how many do you have now?

MT: Well, they've gone crazy, | believe it's gotesgty-five or a hundred.Upintelligible
phrase). Oh, I'd say right now they got probably whatytttall six real trails.

NC: Okay. So Sugarloaf, is that, that's the mampetitor to Sunday River?

MT: Yes, | would ¢nintelligible phrase).

NC: Would you say it actually plays a major rolecause it's such a distance apart?

MT: Yeah, that's right. Then there's the otherabé&a in Maine, of coursayrintelligible
phrase). So I guess from Portland, a big source of skiBugarloaf is a little farther away.
Snow making, they pump all the way to Sunday Ria#ithe way up to make snow on the
mountain. They have a very sophisticated snow ngakhey come all the way from Europe to
study it.

NC: Really, to study specifically Sunday River?

MT: No, the way they make snow. They think theg'#eennedy Control Center, valves and
switches and lights all overUfintelligible phrase).

NC: How long have they been doing that for?

MT: Twenty years, but they're getting much bettétr @l the time. Unintelligible phrase)
we had a very ingenious guy that figured out whed@ple of zigzags in the pipe agitates the
water enough so it comes out as snow.

NC: This is how it was done earlier, in the eartiays.

MT: And now they have an air line and a water liggll a little snow up here.

NC: Oh yeah.

MT: (Unintelligible phrase) call it White Heat, the steepest.

NC: That trail specifically?

MT: Yeah.

NC: And that's one of the more advanced.

MT: Yeah, THE.



NC: THE most advanced. Is Sunday River more taked at as a whole, is it more of a
beginning area to ski, or is it more an advancedar

MT: There are some pretty steep trails there.

NC: We're entering the Resort Hotel Conference &erfso has there been a problem with
actually not having enough hotels and motels and o accommodate the large crowds of
people that come?

MT: Idon't know, | don't think really.

NC: No?

MT: Very similar one up, called The Peak.

NC: We're now at the Grand Summit Resort Hotelnganto the parking lot. Wow, it's quite
large. Is this relatively new, or has this beereHer a while?

MT: Oh, I'd say seven or eight years. The ownprishivhat they call quarter shares, about
one week a month.

NC: The ownership?

MT: Of the condos.

NC: Oh, okay.

MT: Like you buy the first week in Februagnintelligible phrase).

NC: Okay.

MT: You can buy a full time if you want to, but mpgople buy short periods.

NC: It's pretty amazing to see how much of a bissing related to skiing, or ski related in one
way or another.

MT: One base lodge, they have three base lodges.

NC: Now we're entering what looks like a collectmfirestaurants at the base, it's a base
camp, the White Cap Trolley Station. So are tlasas closed now completely for, until
season, until skiing season opens?

MT: No, they run one for bicycling, mountain biking

NC: Oh, okay. Now this is one of three of the beam@ps, and you say this is the main one.



MT: Yup.

NC: This is probably the one that was initially IBi

MT: No.

NC: Wow, it's quite large.

MT: And there's a children's headquarters, thégtréhe children's program. Some of the
handicapsunintelligible phrase) pretty well known. I've worked in there two brée years, |
have people with one leg; blind people.

NC: Skiing? Wow.

MT: There's another restaurant.

NC: So, | know you said that generally speakingtmbshe community cooperated quite well
with the idea, but I'm sure, was there any diffigwVith zoning or with, no? All that went right
through?

MT: We had no zoningugintelligible word).

NC: Oh, okay.

MT: Thisisin Newry,nintelligible phrase). Another lift goes up hereUfintelligible
phrase). And it's kind of fun to watch them put the towén by helicopter.

NC: Oh, that's how they do it? Oh, wow.
MT: They do now, but when it was built . . . .

NC: Really, now how did you first find out, was tbe& model, a model ski lodge that you
looked at to figure out -

MT: Skilodge?

NC: Not lodge, just a plan of, like off another mtain that had already been developed, that
you used as a model for this project?

MT: No. Each mountain is so different.
NC: Right.

MT: Nice and easy trail up here.



NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

MT:

NC:

River?

MT:

So whose initial idea was it, of the group ofiywho first sparked the idea and said -?
It was commonplace for all of us.

Really? How tall is that ridge?

Ridge?

For that, what's the highest peak up on that?

Oh, twenty five hundred and eighty two feet.

Oh, wow.

Which actually isn't very much.

Right. Where did you come to the insignia, whame up with the insignia for Sunday

That one I'm not sureyrfintelligible phrase). The original insignia, that first peak, that

original lodge just, and the peak back and pubvwnlto the front. Six times | believe it was
originally. The headquarters for the snow making.

NC:

MT:

NC:
no?

MT:

NC:

MT:

That's still the present day headquarters?
And Gould Academy, that red roofed building iothere is the ski team headquarters.

Wow, it's quite a site. Now what's the naméhdd trail right here, is this White Heat, or

Oh no, that -
That was the other side.

This is Cascades | guess, no, | know it isd #iren over beyond is, and right between the

glass lift and the barn, you see that ridge? $hettere they do all the fancy triple jumps and -

NC:

MT:

NC:

Oh, really.
Triple somersaults and -

Oh, I can't imagine, I've only been cross couskiing, so | can't imagine.

(Pausein taping.)

MT:

.. . dollars apiece.



NC: And what do those vehicles do?

MT: Grooming. It's all the snow groomers.

NC: Oh, okay, to maintain the quality of snawmiftelligible phrase). So has there ever been
any complaints from either in or out of town abthé development aspects of Sunday River, of
so much and so quickly buildings being put up e®er

MT: No, I don't, unless it's those people who deait nothing to change.

(End of Taping Final Segment)
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