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Biographical Note

Richard “Dick” Trafton was born in Lewiston, Mainganuary 17, 1949. Willis Trafton, his
father, ran against Edmund Muskie for governordb@ Richard attended Andover Phillips
Academy and then Dartmouth College (Class of 19M&joring in Geography with a focus in
urban and regional planning. His wife, Barbara (Mait) Trafton, attended Wellesley College.
She marched on Washington to protest Vietham,aanify council, and served three terms in
Maine legislature immediately preceding Richard7@9982). They met while she was pool
director at YWCA and he was Lewiston city planrmarthree years. Both volunteered going
door-to-door for McGovern during the 1972 Presigdmampaign, were delegates to Maine
State Democratic Conventions, and are involvedterrsative area newspapers to fum

Journal.

For graduate school, Trafton attended the Univwerdgitviaine Law School, studying real estate,
tax and business law and physical land-use planiegoined his father’s law firm when

Damon Scales was appointed as a judge. Traftpartsof an Auburn downtown planning group
and was made Chair of the Charter Commission inuAuin 1978. He was a State Senator,
District 12, from 1982 to 1986, serving as Chaitha Judiciary Committee during his first term
and as Chair of the Committee on Legal Affairs dgris second term. He also chaired several
governor-appointed “Blue Ribbon Commissions” deglith tort reform, land use enforcement,
and restructuring the probate court system. Heeskeas Mayor of Auburn for one, one-year



term and two, two-year terms from 1989 to 1994.
Scope and Content Note

The interview includes discussions of: Muskie’sffilerm as Governor from 1955-1956; the
1956 gubernatorial campaign during which Willis floa ran as a Republican candidate as a
means of strengthening Eisenhower’s presidentiabedgn in Maine; Trafton’s childhood view
of Muskie as his father’'s nemesis; Muskie’s 1976&e campaign; Muskie providing sound
bites for Barbara and Richard Traftons’ state lagjiise campaigns; environmental protection
(Clean Water and Maine’s paper companies); Barbeation’s contact with Muskie’s office in
connection with her involvements with marches orsiagton in protest of Vietham; Model
Cities (block grants, UDAG, downtown improvemerus lfewiston, Bangor, Portland); Muskie
support for Bath Iron Works, Limestone/Loring Aiofee Base and Kittery; Willis Trafton’s
political leanings (Nelson Rockefeller-like libelRépublicanism, fiscal conservatism, individual
rights in social issues) as predominant in Mainthe50s and early 60s; French being the
prominent language of businesses on Lisbon St.jdtem; Willis giving campaign addresses in
French; a shift in the early 70s and 80s towarase/ative Democrats (fiscal restraint);
Lewiston/Auburn as the center of textile and shdsrfthe Strike of 1937, movement of textiles
to the Carolinas during the 40s and 50s); Traft@a)és and Smith (or Trafton, Smith and
Matzen) country law practice; issues he faced agdvliaf Auburn, such as the budget, economic
development, local tax rate, political organizatiand a rewriting of the city’s charter which
changed the terms of office, staggered terms, apdreled city council; Cooperative efforts
between Lewiston and Auburn, including economiceligyment, bus service, Central Maine
Power, and the Great Falls Hydro Station; his famistory of public service; judiciary issues he
dealt with including liquor liability, tort reformand land use enforcement; and his experiences
in the 1980s in Senate district 12 (Auburn, HebMagchanic Falls, Poland).
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Transcript

Meredith Gethin-Jones. Okay, this is an interview with Richard Traftoonclucted by
Meredith Gethin-Jones on March 23rd, 1999 at hisd#fice in Auburn. Could you please state
your full name and spell it?

Richard Trafton: My name is Richard L. Trafton, T-R-A-F-T-O-N.

MJ: And could you please tell me your date, you pkaog date of birth?

RT: I was born in Lewiston on January 17, 1949.

MJ: And the names of your parents and siblings and gtace in the family?

RT: That's going to take a little while. | am onermifie children. My parents were Willis A.
Trafton, Jr. and Virginia G. Trafton, who lived Auburn, Maine. | have eight brothers and
sisters; starting from the oldest moving on toytbengest | have a brother Peter, a sister Susan,

a brother Jelsom, a sister Sally, a sister Beckypther John, a sister Barbara and a sister
Frances.

MJ: Wow, that’s a very large family. Could you tele what your parents’ occupations were?
RT: My father was a lawyer. He started the law finmvhich I'm involved now. He also was
involved in public service. He was in the Maingigature and Speaker of the House for one
term.

MJ: And your mother?

RT: My mother graduated from Wellesley College, taiggiinool in Connecticut for a while,
also at Mt. Holyoke College, and then did not wafter that other than in the home.

MJ: Did your, were your parents religiously affilidte
RT: They belong to a Congregational Church, hereubuin.
MJ: What were their political and social attitudes?

RT: Well, my father called, did call himself a “li@Republican.” And by that I think he
would have been compared and did compare hims@létson Rockefeller in the Republican
Party, feeling strongly about fiscal conservatiam lielieving strongly in individual rights in
terms of social issues. Back in the ‘50s and €&flg the liberal side of the Republican party
was relatively strong and that was the predominang of the party in Maine at the time, unlike
today where Republicans seem to be so much mosepative.



MJ: So what was your family, or your parents’ attéaadowards different groups in terms of
ethnicity or economic standing in this area whéeytwere influential?

RT: I’'m not sure | understand the question. Are gaying, are you asking what their feelings
were, or how they related to different groups?

MJ: Both.

RT: All right. Both my parents were very well edusét My father went to Yale, Harvard Law
School. As | said my mother graduated from WedigsIThey both had many opportunities for
worldwide travel; they had been exposed to a latiféérent people, different cultures, different
viewpoints. | would never have considered thenoglaial in any sense, although both of them
ended up living the longest part of their life israall town in Maine; Auburn, Maine.

They clearly were upper class in terms of sociaeadc standing. My father’s father had been
a successful businessman in Auburn and my fatlesv gp in very comfortable surroundings, as
did my mother in New Haven, Connecticut, so thayttvere unlike the larger number of people
growing up Lewiston-Auburn, Maine. My father haohg away to both prep school and college
and also graduate school for that matter, so hdived outside of Maine and then had come
back. He was well-respected by people of all secionomic classes in Auburn. Many of his
clients were French-Canadian; not particularly wWsabut knew the family, knew his father,
knew the reputation of the family and would coméito expecting sound counsel, respect and
honest answers.

And that was the position he enjoyed and my moghgryed in the community. When | grew
up, there was little sense of separation betweeifaouily and other people living on the street.
We lived in a relatively mixed neighborhood; we liaends who were Jewish, Catholic, we, |
had friends that were black, even though very feaglbpeople lived in Auburn-Lewiston,
Maine. Our, we had many visitors from differentntries of different backgrounds. And |
think clearly my parents had the view of exposimgiit children to as wide a range of ideas, of
people, of culture that they possibly could.

MJ: What did they, what was their attitude towards fnanco, or, what did they feel the
atmosphere of the Franco-American population wasuiourn and Lewiston, and was there
tension, did th- . . .?

RT: | never felt any tension as it related to my pgse In fact, both my parents spoke French,
Parisian French that they had learned in schobky™ traveled in France, would use their
French locally. When | was growing up | remembeatking down Lisbon Street, when | was,
oh, about ten years old or, about that age. Aagtedominant language was French in the
shops and it was never threatening. It was, skeepdrs and other people speaking French
might immediately switch over to English when wdkea in, you know. We frequented a
number of regular stores and people knew us ang/ kihey would identify the Anglos as
opposed to the Francos. But never did we feel amy strain in that relationship. And if
anything it was culturally a more interesting plaade. My father gave several campaign



addresses locally in French, enjoyed the facthbatould speak French and occasionally talked
to some of his clients in French. Although, clgaBEnglish was his predominant language and
French was something that he simply enjoyed.

MJ: Can you tell me how your family affected you wh@u were growing up? | know that's a
very broad question.

RT: Itis, but I think I've alluded to probably theost important part, and that is that my parents
had placed a great deal of emphasis on educattexgosure to different ideas, different
people, different cultures, different languagesere was always something new, whether it was
a foreign exchange student from Brazil or friendsf Europe or Australia, or travel in this
country and beyond. My parents, rather than ggidis along the track on one particular set of
beliefs, felt very strongly that we would pick uprawn values and our own beliefs if in fact we
were exposed to a variety of different people,urelt and ideas. Sure, the base values of family
and education and hard work were instilled eaByt never did | sense there was any limiting
factors, at least imposed by my parents as to whatavailable to me in terms of education, as
to where | wanted to go to school, how | wantedgend my summers. We were given as broad
a range of opportunities as we could.

MJ: So it sounds to me like your parents gave yat aflfreedom in terms of who you wanted
to be. But despite that, did you end up with yoloe, same political attitudes as your parents?

RT: To a degree. My general beliefs probably werwdtfar distant from my father. My
father was a, as | described, a liberal Republidamhen | served in public office | was a
conservative Democrat and although that raised regaprows because | was the first active
Democrat in, among my parents’ children, the partiad changed. The Democratic Party had
flourished. There was a strong element in the Deat Party in the early ‘70s and ‘80s that
was very similar to the liberal Republicans whiak,| say, had generally phased out. So
conservative Democrats- liberal Republicans werg sgnilar. When | describe a
“conservative Democrat,” what I'm referring to i©a@mocrat who clearly is enrolled in the
Democratic party but has some conservative viewsrims of finances, fiscal restraint; not quite
the Johnson “great society” Democrat but feeling \strongly about personal and individual
freedoms. And in that way, as | said, [| am] quitailar to that liberal Republican way.

MJ: Did you share your parents’ religious beliefs?

RT: Did I go to the same church while | was young@s ¥ did go to Sunday school; | would
sit in church. | can’t say that | am an activercudgoer. At different points of my life | would
go to church more regularly than otherwise. | gueshnically I'm a member of the Methodist
Church as opposed to the Congregational Churdreanbment. But | can’t say that I'm, | can’t
say that the church is as large a part of my bf@ avas in my parents’.

MJ: Can you also tell me if you think that your sbcatlook is the same as your parents’, if
they influen-, I know that they influenced you ketextent with providing everything and asking
you to make your own decisions given your optidng,do you think that you've adopted the
same social outlook as them?



RT: To a degree. | mean, | think that’s one of thpgestions that you keep asking yourself as
you get older. Occasionally you will hear yourgras’ words come out of your mouth when

you least expect it, and inevitably that happdnssome ways, both personal and from a more
public view, I've tried to differentiate myself fnomy parents. Not that | find, not that |
disagreed with my parents’ approach. | think ityrba more generational. But | find it striking
as | get older how many similarities there are leetovmy parents and myself. And as | say, that
may simply be inevitable; those initial values thati adopt start coming out in funny ways.

MJ: Now, in terms of politics, was that, were pobtidiscussed at the dinner table, so to speak?

RT: Oh, sure, | mean, politics was always an is$dg.father had a clear interest in politics at
our dinner table discussions. . . . And we wowddeha sit-down dinner every night and there
would be a topic of conversation. It, rarely wathe sort of informal, “Gee, what did you do
today? And what are you thinking about? How arne fgeling?” But there was almost a preset
discussion at the dinner table and politics oftenild come into play, whether it would be local
politics as to a zoning issue or a state issusumf) as an east-west highway, or a national issue.
I mean, as | said, my parents were very well-ethtavery well-read, they kept up to date on
public issues and expected their children to.inklone of the ways they encouraged that, was to
have these discussions.

MJ: So your parents really encouraged you to leadnkaep up with politics and they informed
you a lot?

RT: Yeah. I'm not sure they informed us as muchay treated the interest. They were
interested, they discussed these issues. We wauriel visitors. We would have, frequently we
would have people at the dinner table and therdduvo® broader topics of conversation and we
were exposed to these public issues, and for seas®n or another the interest took hold.

MJ: Were there any other influences in your life,vgrag up, that were significant?

RT: | guess whenever you grow up you have signifigaffiences. In what way? Significant
as to what kind of development?

MJ: Well, I don’t, well, political for one. It sousdo me like the community in itself
influenced you to an extent because it was so skiyvemd your family influenced you. Were
there any other people who greatly affected ydaPli

RT: I'd have to say family probably was the mostuefitial. You know, clearly, exposure to a
high quality of education was important. | meahew | was thirteen | was in prep school in
Massachusetts, as were most of my brothers aredssisb that that exposure to people from all
over the world, to very good teachers, professtesirly had a major impact. So from the time |
was thirteen, you know, travel, different activétiduring the summer, whether it would be
guiding on the Allagash River or working up in théite Mountains, all those things had some
influence. But the, | can’t point to one individaend say that person had such an impact on my
life that it went in a different direction.



MJ: Now you've already told me a little bit about theburn-Lewiston scene in terms of shops
and speaking French and so forth, but could yoa gie a, | guess, more specific description
perhaps of what Auburn was like or anything thahds out to you that you remember about the
city?

RT: Well, I assume you’re pointing to the time whemds growing up in the ‘50s and ‘60s
because, as | said, | went off to prep school wheas thirteen in 1963 | guess. So, the size of
the community was about the same as it is todagntyvfive thousand in Auburn, forty-two
thousand in Lewiston, so it hasn’t expanded gredtlyvas more of a manufacturing

community; more blue-collar, if one can believettig changing roles of the schools whether it
be Bates College or Central Maine Technical College.A. College, all those had an impact,
but | remember it as predominantly blue-collar, fmeome, French-Canadian, not a risk-taking
community. What was, what had been good for tia generation was good for the current
generation in terms of, you know, economic develephefforts. The communities would make
an effort but there was no great momentum to dariave the community forward.

It was small town. | mean, as | said that | remempartly because of my family name, when |
would go in to a store or a library or an officeduld be known, my family would be known. In
that sense it was a small town, and | guess tlthhhampact. Because most of the, whatever
you did people were looking at you as a membeioaf yamily. It was a comfortable

community to grow up in, | mean, there were, maignfls that | had through elementary
school. | grew, the, for, my first school was @tmom school house, two grades in each room.
And the, one of the teachers was the same teagh&@ther had so that there was this sense of
continuity from generation to generation. Andihththat was true in most of the
neighborhoods.

It was in the ‘50s and ‘60s and clearly in the ‘Wd®en you had a lot of people leaving the
community for more opportunities economically ihet states, in other locations. And I'm sure
that started before that but | really didn’t notitantil the ‘50s and ‘60s when | would see
families moving out. Clearly this wasn’'t a magoemmunity that attracted a lot of people. And
when | went to Massachusetts to school | immediatslized that | was clearly not as worldly
as a lot of my fellow students at prep school. tBere was a sense of, a bit of a sense of
insecurity in growing up in a sort of small-town Me; that lack of worldliness, not a sense of
being, not an inferiority complex in any way bustless of a, more parochial, not as worldly.

MJ: Can you, how would you characterize it politigall

RT: Well, I think a lot of those comments that | jusade have an impact on its politics. It,
socially this community has never been a risk-tgkdammunity. And there was a wonderful
seminar in the early ‘70s that | remember abouttmé town mentality”. And | guess that's
what I'm sort of pointing at, that blue-collar mdacturing communities tend to hold on to what
they have rather than drop jobs, take risks andentioe community forward. And that has been
described as a “mill town mentality” that it hasdat’s a lode stone around the neck of these
communities that have dragged it down. That'saibys the case. And you can point to
examples of things that have made the communityeniorwvard in some ways in terms of



economic development, of social development, soinieecthings like going out and lobbying
hard for L.A. College in the location of Lewistdhge Lewiston-Auburn Technological College.

But this community geographically is very much likeu know, Hanover, New Hampshire, like
River Junction, Lebanon that has flourished axhnelogy center. It's very much like a
Lawrence-Lowell, Massachusetts that has a mill tbase and then brought in a number of
computer businesses that for a while flourishedthadational monument of the mills was
established and it had a major impact on the ttali the community. This community, which

in the late ‘20s was described as a utopian commbecause of the opportunities, economic
opportunities that it afforded, sort of witheredlarever really picked up steam after that. There
were a number of families that came here to Lewigtaburn seeing it as sort of a “silicon
valley” in terms of textile mills, shoe mills. Arttley were very successful, very wealthy, and
built wonderful homes, contributed to the commustin many ways.

But after the shoe strikes of ‘37 and natural maxese textile to the Carolinas in the ‘40s and
‘60s the community was drained, capital drainedjwhan capital, and the politics showed
accordingly. The Democratic Party grew becauseag more of a blue collar community and
the Republicans shrunk, registration numbers irD@mocratic Party or enrollment numbers in
the Democratic Party quickly exceeded the Repuldi¢a both Lewiston and Auburn in the ‘70s
and early ‘80s. And yet, the communities neverlydahctioned as a political unit. The
Lewiston-Auburn delegation, at least in the Maitadeslegislature, was al-, has always been
fractious and fractured in that they’ve never seimavork together as a cohesive unit to pull in
state money, state programs. They've never réakyn successful in that way and part of it is
that they reflect the community. They’ve neverrbesally aggressive, really progressive and
risk-taking in the sense that they could speakifercommunity and sort of lead the community.

MJ: Can you tell me what Lewiston-Auburn was likenfra religious perspective? What were
the, was the majority of the population in onegielus affiliation?

RT: I think it you looked at just sheer numbers, Ere@anadian influences said that the
Roman Catholic churches were the strongest. Andguok at the various parishes in Lewiston
which have historically had very strong geographioas and, you know, everything from the
parochial schools to the credit unions were a g&igng influence. More in Lewiston than
Auburn but in Auburn, too. You start with the pieenthat Auburn is less French Canadian than
Lewiston, but downtown Auburn clearly had the sdrase as Lewiston in terms of the French
Canadian parish, particularly New Auburn. You lhagmall but influential Jewish community
with a couple synagogues, one in Lewiston, oneubu&n. You know, after that you have a
diversity of different faiths from Greek Orthodaxltutheran to Universalist and Methodist and
Congregational. But clearly | think the biggedtuance was, although declining during the
‘60s, ‘70s and clearly the ‘80s, was the Frenchadan Roman Catholic influence.

MJ: What was life like for you socially? For, youdu, being a child of an active politician in
Auburn, and for your brothers and sisters?

RT: Well, as | said we were a known family and inttvay marked, you know. We all in-,
probably informally and unspoken, had it impresspdn us that anything we did reflected on



the family and our brothers and sisters and pamantbat. . . . And that's why | was saying the
small town mentality of “you can’t hide.” So whgau walked down the street you were
conscious that people knew you. But, you knowhae lots of friends spread out mostly
through Auburn because they were people we westthiool with and in the greater
neighborhood, you know, active in sports teamsparticularly skiing and those types of after
school activities, weekend activities. And, sa tlyau know, we had a very full social life
whether it was the YWCA dances on Saturday niglgiaang to ski team races in the winter.

During the summer, however, most of us in my famigre never around. We went to summer
camp for seven or eight weeks every summer sonbatere sort of pulled out of the
community at that point and didn’t do things likilé league baseball and other summer
activities because we were away. And then | gtlessther influence in terms of separateness
is my parents have, had a house in Jackson, Nevwpstam where we would go skiing a lot
every weekend and that was sort of a family agtivEriday night we’d pack up the car, drive
over to Jackson and ski Saturday and Sunday and back Sunday night, so that, that was a
big family time. And we had friends around Jack9éew Hampshire from New Hampshire or
Massachusetts and around that would be doing sithilags during the ski season. So that,
although we were part of the social scene in Auladrnhe time, there was this separation as
well, both summer and winter.

MJ: When you went away in the summers did you fedtdvawn? Did you feel like you'd
missed out on things that some of your friends eree doing?

RT: Oh sure, yeah, | mean, you know, schoolmatesdvoeldoing baseball and around for the
summer and spending time together. And we wouwle laafew weeks bef-, at the beginning of
the summer and a few weeks at the end of the sumBdrthere, clearly there was a separation
that made us a little bit different. | mean, | Haemember resenting having to go away to
summer camp because that's what the whole familyadd we enjoyed it and there was a, it was
fun and we just, that was the family way. But digthere was that separation.

MJ: Okay, I'd like to move on a little bit. Could ygust tell me what your wife’s name is?

RT: My wife’s name is Barbara. | also have a siB@rbara so | ought to specify that her
middle initial's M. My sister’s name is Barbara Wafton.

MJ: | see. When and where did you meet your wife?

RT: | met her in Lewiston actually in 1971, soon aftead come back to Auburn after college
and started work in Lewiston as a city planner.

MJ: And how did she end up in Lewiston?

RT: She had just graduated from college that sameayehhad taken a job with the YWCA to
manage their new pool building. And so she wasda girector for the YWCA.

MJ: And has she shared your involvement in politied @mmunity concerns?



RT: Well, of course I didn’'t know her during high sdt and college in any way. So during
that period of time she was involved, she grewruRumford, Maine and gone to Gould
Academy and then Wellesley College. She, you knveas, marched on Washington during the
Vietnam War and had been involved in social isshasway. | don't think she had been
involved in any presidential campaigns until sheé bdid some door-to-door for George
McGovern in ‘72.

MJ: Did either of you have influence on the otheterms of becoming politically involved, or
was it mutual, and were you politically involvedgsrto meeting her, to the extent that you are
today, maybe?

RT: | can’t say that other than general interest$ walitically involved. And, you know, other
than her activities in college during the VietnanaM/don'’t think she was politically involved.

| think it was something that we both fell in tdeafwe met and started living in this community.
Politics in Lewiston and Auburn are very accessibAnd if you see that you want to get
involved and you feel it's worth your time, it's sgcessible that you can feel that you have a
major influence or make a mark quite easily. S foing, starting with some friends who were
doing some political work for McGovern led us ta@bming delegates to the State Democratic
Convention and getting to know more people.

And | think the attraction was that it was a wayét to know not only our community a little
better, but get to know the state better and glkhtov people beyond Lewiston-Auburn. | think
we were both hungry to some degree to have outssggt somewhat beyond just the Lewiston-
Auburn community, that there must be something neoitehere. And | think both of us,
because of our various exposures when we werehoosesaid, “You know, probably Lewiston-
Auburn isn’t the penultimate [sicommunity to live in; we both have our reasonsddbre.

And let’s explore what the communities are like atvbpportunities there are, who lives here,
what issues interest us and whether we can beviedd|

MJ: What were some of your findings, in terms. . . .?

RT: Well, that there was more in terms of interespiegple, opportunities, issues than, you
know, we would have known if we hadn’t been curiand spent some time looking at it. We
were both involved for example in creating a biliagnewspaper. | mean, I've always felt the
Lewiston Sun-Journal’s probably the worst newspapers in the world, smave were, we helped
start an alternative newspaper that lasted a yetarao And we, as | said, did some work for
McGovern and started looking at some of these &ates, meeting people.

And [we] recognized that there were some localasgbat related to schools, opportunities,

economic development that were in a sense frusgrémr us. You know, I'd gone to Dartmouth
College and | guess one of my earlier frustratiwas here’s a community that's geographically
and historically very similar to a Hanover, Whites&, London, and yet this community doesn’t
have the same feeling, the same progressivity kpow, that that area doesn’t and why doesn’t
it? | mean, and, in a sense it's the make-up @tttmmunity. And | guess, intellectually, | was
exploring the differences and why this couldn’tebittle bit more of an exciting community.



MJ: Now you said that you had gotten your schooliagehn a two room school house, and you
just mentioned that you went to Dartmouth. Wheegenyou between then? You said you were
at a prep school in Massachusetts?

RT: Yeah, | was in school here through eighth gradereot all of that two room school house.
But that was | guess through second grade. Aftgith grade | went to Andover Phillips
Academy and then on to Dartmouth. And then worke@ few years before going to law
school. But you know that eight year period of Awer and Dartmouth certainly was very
different from living in Auburn, Maine.

MJ: I'd like to continue asking you about your schoglin a moment but | do need to stop the
tape and turn it over.

End of Sde One, Tape One
Sde Two, Tape One

MJ: Okay, you just said that you got your secondalycation at Andover Phillips Academy.
Could you tell me what your experiences were likeghool?

RT: Well, I lived there for four years from beingragshman to a senior and it certainly was an
eye-opener in terms of exposure to different kioidgeople from all over the world, all different
backgrounds, cultures. |didn't, | guess | feliaparochial, as | said, coming from small-town
Maine, and yet | didn’t feel out of place. My lnet had graduated from Andover, oh, maybe
four, five years earlier. I'd certainly been themgy father had graduated from Andover. | had a
brother who had gone there for a year before tigate who decided he didn't like it and came
back here. So it wasn'’t as if | felt out of plaaed | was able to quickly establish sort of my
identity there.

But it was, you know, it was a wonderful opportyriid be tested and stretched academically and
intellectually. And although | don’t consider mifsz great student, it probably was the most
influential four years in terms of my academic gtiow\When | went on to college everybody

else seemed to be struggling and I, college se¢mleel a snap for me. So that, | think that says
that Andover certainly gave me a leg up. But iswkearly exposure to different people,

different ideas, professors, books that was thedppity for me. And again, this was sort of

my parents’ view that: put a kid in a place whéreré’s activity, intellectual activity and a range
of people and ideas and good mentors, and thegirggdgo fly. And to some degree I think

that’s entirely accurate, and this was that opputglfor me.

MJ: So after Andover you moved on to Dartmouth Cale@an you tell me why you decided
to go to Dartmouth?

RT: I wanted to ski. That, | had met some people i gone to Dartmouth and they seemed
to be interesting people. | can't say that myexpdl search was particularly exhaustive or
thorough. | was captain of the ski team at Andared wanted to continue my skiing, and
Dartmouth probably was the named college with gag@ogram that attracted me the most.



And as an ivy-league school, it was probably thig ski program, college with a ski program
that held any interest. So that from a family teg¢ms to gravitate toward ivy-league schools,
this seemed to be the choice. And when | was aeddmuickly said, “That’s where I'm
going,” even though none of my siblings, or relasiactually, had ever been to Dartmouth.

MJ: How did your experiences at Andover and at Dadtimshape your beliefs and attitudes
towards things and interests?

RT: Well, in the sense that it was a continuatiothefdinner-table conversations that my
parents provided: a range of intellectual offerirggosure to many different people, an
opportunity to play with ideas and concepts anddiral went to the school in France for a while
while | was at Dartmouth; | had a great time attBawuth. | mean, |, as | said, didn’t feel that |
was so tied down academically that | couldn’t taklgantage of other things. Skiing was a
wonderful challenge. There were, you know, whgotlto Dartmouth there were maybe eight
or nine members of the national team on the sknteAnd they dragged me from a lower level
to a national team member myself. And that wasrg influential part in terms of my growth,
in terms of showing myself, showing to me that wildogrow in terms of skills in that way, and
yet maintain an academic level that seemed to logt@fest. And it was a very enjoyable four
year period.

| wasn’t particularly socially involved in terms tife political unrest during the Vietnam War, |
was, went out training for the next ski race asoggol to sitting in the administrative building
finding fault with the Dartmouth College adminigtoa. | didn’t march on Washington. But
clearly all those things were swirling around ami¢ of discussion at various levels, mostly
outside of class. | wasn’t particularly involvedanything beyond the Hanover community.
Although, I lived off-campus in a small communityVermont, and just loved being out a way
from the downtown academic community and livingnayiown, but pursuing the activities |
enjoyed.

MJ: What did you study at Dartmouth?

RT: | was a geography major, which allowed me to $ooa urban and regional planning in
which | had an interest. | had worked one summex gegional planner in the planning
commission and was fascinated by some of the oppitiets that planning presented. | mean, it
doesn’t take much to look around you and say, fily@lanners had had an opportunity to shape
this situation.” So that summer job interestedaneé | took the geography major and melded
some economics and some urban planning coursethattgeography major; sort of came out
with a self-designed major under the title of gexqdry.

MJ: What led you to go to law school?

RT: When I realized that planning was a waste ofimg i had to figure out how could | affect
the world. | worked as a city planner in Lewisfonthree years and planners are always looked
at suspiciously by decision-makers. And althoughidte zoning ordinances and sub-division
ordinances and water land use control ordinanaethéocity of Lewiston, and was relatively
successful that way, it was very frustrating beeats decision-makers wouldn’t always listen



to what | had to say or policies that | createdtf@m to adopt that were sort of ignored. And
during all this process | worked with a numberayers who were able to, through their
clients, accomplish some concrete things that Idtoudo as an advisor to a local government.
So | thought, “Well maybe that’s to go, the waygtm” But frankly, the, probably the bigger
reason was | knew | wanted to live in Maine, thatanted probably to work for myself in order
to control my own work schedule existence geogiadly where | could live. And so | thought
a law degree was the ticket.

At that point | was married, had a house; my wiesswn a teaching program. So | was looking
at graduate schools in Maine that would work amdlélv school was a forty-five minute
commute. And that was, see, those factors all eddmfit together and say, “That’s where you
should go.” And | went back to school for the thyears of law school and found myself a
much better student, enjoyed it. [I] didn’t expexbe practicing law, | was going to continue on
with planning in some capacity. But when | got otitaw school my father, one of my father’s
partners was appointed a judge and they neededosaiynéo fill in for a period of time. And

I've been there ever since.

MJ: Where exactly did you study law?

RT: | was at the University of Maine School of LawRortland, which is the main, Maine law
school.

MJ: So you were not planning on becoming a lawyer?

RT: No, notinitially, that | saw it as sort of a ¢muation of a liberal arts education. It was
very much along the lines of some of the work thaas doing in land-use planning, that |
honestly expected to use it more as a sort of goation of, and extension of the land use
planning work that | was doing.

MJ: So that was the law that you specifically stu@lied

RT: Yeah. | studied a range of law but clearly ngiast was in real estate law, tax law,
business law that related to a lot of planning wibik | was doing. And | wrote some theses,
various extended papers on various kinds of planissues and legal issues that related to
physical land use planning.

MJ: And then after graduating you said that you wgoe, got a job through a judge?

RT: Well, my father, one of my father’s partners \@apointed a judge . . .

MJ: What was his name?

RT: His name was Damon Scales from Auburn. And likldeeen working with my father for,
you know, twenty-plus years. [He] had a desk féilvork to do, and not my father but another

one of his partners said, “Would you want to trg tlor a while to see if in fact it holds any
interest?” | was at that point studying for the ésam and | said, “Well, let me get through the



bar exam and see and I'll make a decision.” Antldid and as | said I've been there since then.
MJ: What was the practice like when you first staet?

RT: It was a country law practice: a lot of real &staork, small business corporation stuff, a
smattering of this and that. And | sort of pickgathis older attorney’s group of clients from
farmers to walk-in traffic. And some of it | enpg, some of it | didn’t. And | then started
looking beyond the practice and started sayingjsTén't giving me everything that | want.” So
| got involved with a downtown planning group he@réuburn and then was doing a fair
amount of extracurricular activity on the outsid&nd within | guess about four years, ran for
the legislature.

MJ: What was the name of the firm that you startetdoth?

RT: At that time it was called Trafton, Smith and Ik, or, yes, that's, | guess that's
technically the firm that | worked with. It was nfgther’s firm and it was Trafton, Scales and
Smith, but David [Damon] Scales was appointed ggudAnd then actually about six or eight
months after | got involved in the office Jack Smitas appointed a judge, so he left shortly
thereafter.

MJ: So who were some of the people who had a sigmifimfluence on you in the practice, in
your law practice?

RT: In what way?

MJ: | don’'t know, in terms of community involvemeirt,terms of social influence, political
influence?

RT: Well, Jack Smith who was one of the partners hretke law firm was mayor at the time
that | came to work for the law firm. And, you kmgust his being mayor had an influence. He
encouraged me to get involved in, | guess withyear, getting involved in the office. | was
elected to or became chair of the Charter CommidsinAuburn and ended up rewriting the
city charter with a group of elected officials, ahdt was probably the start. So Jack was
involved as well as a few other people that | hadked with in Lewiston, some local officials.
Bob Clifford, who is now a judge in the Supreme @owas mayor when | was the city planner
in Lewiston. John Orestis, who was a lawyer, wagan after Bob Clifford and he was mayor
during some of the time that | was working for tg. | mean, clearly those were people that |
rubbed shoulders with and talked with. It's sdradairly tight-knit community as | said, and
they all sort of point-, helped point me in thatedtion.

MJ: Now could you tell me what some of the major ésswere for Mayors: Jack Smith, Bob
Clifford and John Orestis?

RT: Orestis.

MJ: Orestis?



RT: There’s no great common theme. Typically thelassues are budgetary issues, economic
development issues, smaller-scale issues thaereldhe local tax rate so that. . . . And forkJac
Smith clearly there were some charter issues tsex the appointment of the Charter
Commission or election of the Charter Commissiohnictv started out as a general review of
how the city’s constitution works. But there wessues of just basic political organization. The
community, both Lewiston and Auburn were controllgdsmall groups of people. And the
guestion was of organization: how could you expéedgroup of people involved? And what
we ended up doing was gradually changing the tefrdgferent elected officials, so that there
was staggered terms, and then ultimately largereusnon the city council, and | mean, basic
organization like that to make the system a littlere open, a little more easily influenced by the
people.

You know, there were basic transportation, downtoewelopment issues, cooperative issues
between Lewiston and Auburn. Rather than havingist®n-Auburn fight on different projects,
whether it be economic development or the bus semi the Central Maine Power use of the
Great Falls hydro station, all those were sortagfatiated settlements between Auburn and
Lewiston. There was a, the parochialism in botmm@anities had an impact. And it was
basically the mayors, (who typically at that poirdre lawyers, respected in the community,
family connections in the community) who were abl@ull the city councils behind them and
say, “Hey, let's look at the broader here, rathantthe parochial issue.” And frankly it was
that, it was a continuation of that sort of, cafipatrician”, call it “educated” approach to local
issues that encouraged me to get involved.

MJ: Can you tell me how you, did you meet these pewio influenced the community so
much, did you meet them through your father orydid meet them, how did you meet them?

RT: No I, my father, | mean these people all knewfatgger. And when | came back into the
community, whether it was working with them as. .When | was a city planner, | mean, they
certainly knew me, my family history, knew my fatlaetually better than me. But it was very
soon that, you know, | was their contemporary agdather was just in the background so that
it. . .. That's why | guess | said initially thidite system, both the governmental system and
political system, if you can separate them, way aecessible. | mean, my getting involved
made me a player as soon as | was there, it wasnking up a ladder to gain a political
appointment or establishing sufficient credibilty people would listen. The name had some
impact. The fact that they knew my history, thet that | was active and a player on a variety of
different roles and issues gave me fairly quicldibidity.

MJ: Did you get to know them through city planningmediately after college?

RT: Initially, yes. | mean the city planning job welearly a introduction and | was very

visible, very active. And that supplemented with hewspaper that we helped start, the political
campaigns, the, being a delegate at state conmsnsocial activities in the community, all that.
Because you tend to have a fairly small groupctif’a people, again, you become known
quickly and you are tapped for doing this and that.



MJ: So you continued to work with them when you mowado the firm?

RT: Yes, yes. | mean, | didn’t, | never moved outief community. Through law school and
then coming back to work | was continually a residend active in the community.

MJ: How did they influence you in terms of your work?

RT: Well, in terms of my day-to-day work in the laisni, not much. | mean, a client comes in,
you work with the client, and you do what you hapeght. It was more on the outside, of the
extracurricular activities that there was an infloe. | mean, as | said, clearly they set sort of a
path for what opportunities were available to nveu know, Jack Smith, Bob Clifford, John
Orestis, Bill Skelton, another lawyer, they’'d adlém in local politics. Several of them had been
involved as state legislators, mayors, councilnaetiye some of them in statewide, politically. |
mean, there was a proven track, and it was th&laide track, you know. Families have sort of
a history of public service; you continue on thanfly routine. You know, in a sense there’s
the, “Your parents did it, your compatriots didstihole, public service role. Don’t you owe
something to the community to put back in the seffert and time?”

And I mean, | guess I've always seen politics thay, as a public service. It was not a money-
maker certainly. When | was in the legislaturaj kaow, half of my billable time was given
away. When | was the mayor about a third of miable time as just a private lawyer was given
away. So it clearly was the sense of public serthat other lawyers, other family, families in
the community had done to try to pick up the gaindccept a challenge, move, try to help the
communities move forward.

MJ: So do you, based on your beliefs, do you thirk ylou influenced these people who, Jack
Smith and Bob Clifford and so on.

RT: I don't think | influenced them particularly.think | w-, if anything they influenced me
and encouraged me to sort of do what they had donddake it one step further or move things
along a little bit beyond where they had leftAnd it's sort of that progression rather than. .I.
mean, they were both, they are both older thanmdd aas the next generation sort of taking
the baton from them.

MJ: Were there any other influences? You said théyenced you in terms of extracurricular,
So to speak. Besides passing on the baton, or?

RT: You mean other people or in other areas?
MJ: In other areas.

RT: No, | think as | said it was that role that th@gyed in the community that had the biggest
impact. | mean, sure there were little issueswmatld pop up and | would talk to them about,
whether it was Bob Clifford on a zoning issue arkl&mith on a charter commission issue or
something like that. But | think the real influenwas here are people who clearly are, have
many demands on their time but are making roonthferpublic service of elective office, be it



state or local. And that they find it importantahey’re taking it seriously and they seem to
have fun doing it, [indicates that] maybe that'siething that | can do too.

MJ: Were there other influences besides these people?

RT: Well, as | said, my parents had the same rolenaition even earlier. Clearly that was
my father’s view of politics. My wife was very iolved in politics before me and so that she
obviously was an influence.

MJ: What was the Maine political scene like duringiytather’s time?

RT: I’'m not sure | can describe it since | was, thas really ‘52, ‘54, ‘56. Oh, he was in the
legislature, ran for governor when he was in, B ‘5ou know, it was, as | hear talk about it and
talk with him about it, it was close, tight-knikost of the legislators moved to Augusta for the
term, lived right there in Augusta for the termheV didn’t do the driving back and forth that is
common now. They got to know each other betterwlagy. There was sort of a accepted
progression that, the Speaker of the House chaengsyg two to four years, as opposed to what’s
happened in the last couple of decades where aserpwould grab it and hold on to it for a
longer term and amass power that way. It was rmonsidered to be a public service. A lot of
lawyers in my father’s generation felt that theyl Isart of a personal obligation to go up to the
legislature and serve for a term or two and thebaygk home. It was an opportunity for them to
meet other young lawyers, other people throughwistate, get to know the state a little better.
And that was good from a business point of viewatskier they were doing. Yet they never
looked at it as a career.

MJ: How do you think the political scene has changetveen the times that your father
worked and now you, working?

RT: Well, of course I'm out of the politics at the ment, but | guess | tried to approach it in
the same way at a time when the system had chariRmaer had been amassed by people like
John Martin who had been Speaker of the Housenentty-plus years. Charlie Pray who had
been President of the Senate for, you know, eigtgroyears. The, it was very difficult to make
an influence in the legislature going in for onéwo terms without getting involved in sort of
leadership, because the power was greatly amasske leadership positions. | recognized that,
fairly soon after | was there, | did not agree muath the leadership at all and what they were
doing. So | focused my activity more on my comegtthairmanships. Luckily when | got
elected the Democrats took control of the Sen&tel was given some fairly influential
chairmanship roles as, well, one as a freshmaroaadhe next term, and enjoyed the committee
work and felt that that was the most productive pamy legislative time.

But the opportunities to advance into leadershipagdy weren't there without more time and
more frustration and doing the political gamesmantiat was necessary to become a leader.
That meant helping other people with their campsigraveling all over the state. And frankly,
| didn’t want to spend that time. So within a yeaithin a couple years | realized that this was
going to be a short-term thing for me and thatod in a couple terms and do what | can. But |
also felt during that period torn because the titemands were great to do a good job in



Augusta and | was trying to run my office here.dAmwould sometimes drive up and back twice
in a day, between Auburn and Augusta, try to ddeggpl work here and my legislative work
there. That took a toll.

MJ: So why did you disagree with the leadership endtate legislature, other than you had to
participate in campaigns to get a step up?

RT: Well, those are two different issues. But bdkidadisagreed with the leadership because
of, you know, a variety of different issues for wiithey took stands. First of all, they were not
very charismatic leaders. When | look at John Mathe Speaker of the House, and Charlie
Pray as President of the Senate, he, neither of thhere sort of the role models that | had for
leaders in that position. They seemed to be nmiezasted in amassing power for themselves,
collecting money to dole out to their various fdsrwho would get elected and then vote for
them, which is, you know, the traditional way featlers to get elected. But | didn’t see much
on the substantive side of their activity. Thegrdi represent any social movement, any
political movement. It was more, “How do | staypower?” And they would fluctuate from
one side of an issue to another depending on heydbuld maintain their office. And that
seemed very shallow to me and | just didn’t likatthAnd then they really didn’t get involved in
some of the substantive issues. Occasionallyditgybut there seemed to be shallow political
reasons why, so | guess | didn’t see them as pedgarticular substance and didn't have a
great deal of respect for them. We’d talk and wamkissues occasionally, but they weren’t the
kind of leaders that demanded or commanded instapect and loyalty, as far as | was
concerned. As to the other, as to why | didn’tlyetake a stab at leadership, | just didn’t have
the time to try to collect campaign monies andétaround the state to dole out these monies to
other senators in order to get a leg up in leadeismpaign. That didn’t seem to be a priority
to me.

MJ: So you put the majority of your efforts into hempgcommittees?
RT: Right.

MJ: Could you tell me a little bit about some of yomemorable events or circumstances from
your experience with those in politics?

RT: Well | was chair, first term | was in the Senbteas chair of the Judiciary Committee
which is traditionally the committee with all thedyers and dealing with most of the weighty
legal issues in the legislature which, you knows&avery respected position. And | was an
unknown freshman at the time and to get that akiag a real opportunity and working with
lawyers from all over the state . . .

MJ: Sorry, when was this?

RT: This was in ‘82, my first term in the Senate.eTdommittee was mostly composed of
lawyers, a few non-lawyers. And [I was] workinglwthem working on various pieces of
legislation that were very controversial, presidavgr, you know, public hearings where there
were, you know, more than a thousand people itigusta Armory, trying to be fair to



everybody, trying to, try, learning basically hoavdpeak publicly but be a sort of a leader in
terms of procedure. That was probably a big intobidn for me. | worked on a number of
different bills, you know, from liquor liability téort reform to land use enforcement and reform,
and worked on several small commissions appoingetiéogovernor. And all those were
relatively productive, results are still in the cowles and law books today and | can point to
those and say | had some impact. And that prolbalihe most rewarding part.

MJ: Did you work with anyone in particular in the ftidl Com-, Judiciary Committee?

RT: Well, you know, there were thirteen members efihdiciary Committee. And there were
a number of people from all over the state thabvtked with, from people like Stan Collins who
was on the, was later appointed to the Maine Supi@ourt, to, you know, attorneys in
Wiscasset and Millinocket and Portland. You knivwe, fairly lengthy list. And then | would
work with the. . . . Because we did all the judi@ppointments, when the governor nominated a
judge we would, held appointments, we would holetimgs to review his appointments and
public hearings. So | would work with memberstedf judiciary that way. Judges of the, Chief
Justice of the Supreme Court and | were in toutlyfeegularly on a variety of different issues,
and | served on some committees that he had aggoir8o that was an opportunity to get to
know a number of the judges throughout the stAtad | would work with other state
bureaucrats and had a state planning office @d#partment of Conservation on some of the
land use issues that | was involved in. So it awgseat exposure to how state government
worked, who some of the players were, what theyeike, how they worked, that sort of thing.

MJ: After that introduction, what were some of theestcommittees that you worked on?

RT: Well I, my first term | chaired just the JudigtaCommittee. Second term | chaired the
Committee on Legal Affairs. These were both jaitsinding committees with members of the
House and the Senate. And | was the Senate andoth of those committees. But | also
chaired a number of commissions that, you knowgegudtorial, what they call “blue ribbon”
commissions. One was on tort reform, another aagd use enforcement, one was a
restructuring of the probate court system, and rootess topical committees that were created
and assigned to study a particular area of statergment.

MJ: Were you encouraged to become such a politigatdi younger? Did your family expect
you to become senator or?

RT: No....
MJ: | mean not specifically but certainly one of fiokl, with political influence.

RT: I never felt any pressure to become a politi@ad if | had | probably would have balked.
But I think as I've explained to you, the earlydissions, my father as a role model, some of his
friends as role models, people in the community fdeseen do similar things on a statewide
basis, and the interest that | had once I'd goblved. And the satisfaction, as | said,

particularly from working on these committees tivate working on specific pieces of

legislation that throws, was a cooperative appr@thwas productive. That was the



encouragement that | needed, | had to feel tiveast worth my time, worth some of the other
sacrifices that | was making. But clearly thisad# public service, of giving something back to
the community, the state, that I'd always felt lha&en nurturing for me.

MJ: Okay, there’s really only one minute left on thise. Let's stop the tape.

End of Sde Two, Tape One
Sde One, Tape Two

MJ: Okay, could you give me a brief chronology of gaditical offices that you've held and the
dates, starting | suppose from when you startediwgmwith city planning onwards?

RT: Well I'm not sure I'd call that a political offecbut I think that, if | went back to my
campaign literature, what | claim to be my firstippcal office was in 1978 when | was elected to
be on the city of Auburn Charter Commission. Araals, for two years spent, no | guess it was
a year and a half, spent rewriting the city chaded | was chair of that Charter Commission.

MJ: This was with?

RT: This was with the city of Auburn. It was a loedéction to revise, review, revise the city
charter or constitution of the community. In, fg@ars after that, in 1982, | ran for the district
twelve at that time, now twenty-two, Senate seaictvcovered Auburn, Minot, Hebron,
Mechanic Falls and Poland and had a primary elecia a general election, obviously. And [l]
was elected to serve starting in 1982 and serveddmns, ‘82-'84, ‘84-'86 in the state Senate.
Then [I] chose not to run again . . .

MJ: Why was that?

RT: | was done. | did not want to invest the timérjoto become a member of leadership. |
thought my impact was somewhat limited becausesiwtan leadership and | was having some
frustration trying to balance the time | spent inglista and the work | was doing locally to
support myself. So | said, “I've done it. I'm Bato take a break.” And then I think it was in
1989, three years later, | became increasinglytrixitesd with local politics and there were some
local decisions that just were not making me vapgdy. So | decided to run for mayor and
served between 1989 through 1994 three terms asrr@ye of which was a short term because
we changed the charter to change the dates of thesiipal elections. But, so there was one
one-year term and two two-year terms as mayor ttaen chose not to run again in ‘94-'95.

And, | think that’s the extent of my political care

MJ: In the Senate, besides, did you work on any atbemittees besides the Legal Committee
and the Judiciary Committee?

RT: Two committees that | served on, | chose to evdyk on one committee each term. The
first term was the Judiciary Committee, the seocoad the Legal Affairs Committee. And other
than these separate commissions that | served dmaged those were the only two what they
call joint standing committees which are committeesle up of House and Senate members



assigned to a particular subject area.
MJ: Besides being an attorney, why did you choosetee on these particular committees?

RT: They're basically assigned to you by leadershigh you can suggest a preference but in
both cases it was the President of the Senate ailp“3his is the committee that you will serve
on.”

MJ: Okay. Now, how did you decide that you were anDerat rather than being a liberal
Republican as your father was?

RT: Well the political complexion of Auburn had chauaigby the late ‘70s, as | had said. The
Democratic Party was the majority party of . . .

MJ: So it was safer, was it safer?

RT: Oh, absolutely, it was safer. In fact, the dateamn was primarily, well that’s not quite true,
the delegation was, meaning from Auburn, the lagist from Auburn were probably split fifty-
fifty Republican and Democrat. The party, as tsthat I'd sort of aligned myself earlier on
from George McGovern’s campaign in ‘72, was the Deratic Party. And it seemed to be the
platform, the people, the direction of the partgaming the Democratic Party, seemed to be
more in line with what | was feeling at the timéhe Republicans were sort of the older school,
they weren’t as exciting, they seemed to be monsewative both from a fiscal point of view
and a social point of view. And it was that | rescagainst. And there was the other realistic
issue of whenever there was a primary or, in mdfiges, when there was a primary it decided
who was going to be elected because often in sdrie @olitical seats locally the Republicans
didn’t even put up a party member as a candidateTsat wasn't true in the legislature but it
was on county seats and some of the others, @blgeats.

So | had the advantage of being, having come fréteublican family and the Trafton name
was recognized as a Republican name. And yet rwasgng as a Democrat, so pragmatically |
had some politically advantages. And with a fanoant of work and hard campaigning | got
through my first primary and beat an incumbentdiegor who had been in the legislature for
several terms and was quite popular. And thehemgeneral election, beat a Republican who
had been mayor of Auburn for three consecutive ser8o | was able as a political newcomer
more or less to draw from both the Democratic sidé Republican side to get elected. And, as |
say, part of that’s attributable to my family’s Rigtican history. I'm sure there were people
who thought | was running as a Republican becatigemame, but clearly | was labeled and
was running and an active member of the DemocRatity.

MJ: Although your family was Republican, your siblenwyere about split, correct?
RT: I think that's fair to say, yes.

MJ: How do you think that happened?



RT: I think, again, that was generational. You knaxuat we had instilled in us as values were
liberal social views. Whether it's the right toodse or educational opportunities, multi-
culturalism, typical social values that you sedtfmDemocratic agenda more or less, those were
all things that were, as | said, family valuesudsr And as the Republican Party went further and
further to the right, they lost more and more @ traditional liberal Republicans. It was just as
easy for them to put a D after their name andyédwdlve a lot of the same political views that
their parents may have had as liberal Republicans.

MJ: So how did it affect your family in terms of, y&now, having the D or the R after their . .
?

RT: It was sort of a family joke. | mean, my fatlget a fair amount of ribbing and there were
obviously some old-line Republicans who couldn’derstand what went wrong with that next
generation. But it's a small enough communitythed for the most part | would say that a lot
of, a good part of my parents’ compatriots andhfilie probably voted for me because | was my
parents’ child, as opposed to what party | was in.

MJ: Are there any other members in your family whe as politically involved as you've
been?

RT: No, no. | am the only sibling that has liveddnburn and clearly that was a political base
for me and perhaps a vacuum in which | needed songeelse to do other than just work as a
small-town lawyer. But, you know, | have siblingeo have picked up on various social issues
of one kind or another but none who have held igalibffice.

MJ: What is your wife’s political background?

RT: Similar to mine. She’s a Democrat. Her firslifozal race was a local council seat, which
she lost. This was in the late ‘70s, ‘76, ‘77, stihimg around that range. Then she ran for the
legislature, was about one term in the House andnwhe Senate and. . . .

MJ: When was this?

RT: Well, she finished in ‘82 because | took over 8enate seat, came in on her skirt tails.
And so it was the six years prior to ‘82 so, whdftat, ‘74, no, it was ‘76 to ‘82.

MJ: And did she, was she politically influenced ahad as well?

RT: | think probably some of the same is-, some efsame ways that | was influenced
influenced her. Her parents were both very welleaded, very bright. She was very active in
student government in school, was in a very agingical arena at Wellesley, did the Vietnam
marches on Washington and contacted U.S. senatdrsangressmen. And she was in touch
with Muskie’s office because Muskie grew up in Rondfand she grew up in Rumford and it
was that connection, so clearly that was probably she became involved. To my knowledge
there wasn’'t any other key factor. In a senseas getting involved in the community as |
described for myself, trying to have an impact lo& ¢ommunity in which we found ourselves



living.
MJ: What was the transition like when you and youewwitched roles in the Senate?

RT: She said, “Tag, you're it.” | mean, in a sertsgds almost like that. When you have a
political seat and you choose not to run again,want to find somebody to take it over for you
because you have a sense of ownership and pridgoandant to make sure that the person who
follows you takes it seriously. And so she wasaggting, “Who takes it over and can. . . .?”

And | was not particularly interested or involvddlae time, | had just started my law practice.
And so she finally convinced me, “You'd like it, ya enjoy it,” and so | did it. You know, she
was a well-respected member of the Senate. Pkople her, so | came in with an advantage.

A lot of her friends in the Senate sort of took umeler their wing, and probably | had a faster
start because of her activity.

MJ: Did you and your wife serve on the same comnsftee

RT: 1think she served one term in the House on tiggciary Committee but other than that,
no.

MJ: Do you largely share the same political views?

RT: I think generally, yes. | think, you know, wejpeoducts of sort of the same environment,
have a commitment to the state of Maine, believeasically the same social issues. As we get
older we get more fiscally conservative tryingitpufe out how to pay for college and things

like that. But yeah, | think in an uncanny way g, there are, there are certainly differences in
our lifestyles that are mostly. . . . | can't thiof any real political differences.

MJ: Okay. As mayor of Auburn, what were your, somgair goals for the city? Jumping
back to (nintelligible phrase)?

RT: I think what frustrated me the most about Aubpwiitics, local politics, and what got me
involved was sort of the “old boys club” approaotgbvernment. And | was convinced that |
was going to change that. There was a five-memibecouncil that would meet at a local
restaurant prior to meetings to decide how theyewgaing to vote, then go to the meetings and
there was no discussion. And it was, it was awhrnd not a lot was being done at a time when
there were some economic opportunities during titeeighties. There was sort of a window of
opportunity when the economy was good and | thotlghtity had dropped the ball in a number
of possibilities.

MJ: Were your expectations higher for Auburn afteziisg results that the Senate . . .?

RT: Sure. | mean | felt | had some experience,tlifehd some contacts. And I, one of the
ways that | ran, one was to say, “l have some ottiores that will help with Augusta, | know
people, | know the way the system works. | cammadvocate in Augusta,” and in fact testified
a number of times and worked with various commissis that | knew, to secure some benefits
for Auburn. So that, yeah, | had some politicatste and experience that | think served to the



city’s advantage.

MJ: Now in terms of your father, what was your fathg@erspective on the 1956 gubernatorial
campaign race?

RT: Well, he again, in a sense saw this as a puélidce issue.
MJ: Similar to that of yours?

RT: Yeah, but in a slightly different vein. | meawou know, | think generally he ran for the
House initially, served in the House of Represévgat And he had, prior to that, been on the
Auburn city council for a long term sort of as B trying to reinvest in my community, put
some time back in,” commitment back into the comityunBut after he served in the legislature
he was. ... Second term he was Speaker of thed;l@and as | said there was sort of a tradition
of who was next in line to be Speaker of the Haurseresident of the Senate or to run for
governor.

Eisenhower was running for President. The Repab$iavere very committed on putting
together a Republican ticket that would run undeeihower to give Eisenhower strength on

the national level. Even though Muskie had alresetyed one term and was a fairly popular
governor after one term, the Republicans said, Hé&fed to field a ticket that will give some
strength to the Eisenhower ticket.” So my fathentto the President of the Senate, who was up
in Old Town I think (I can’t even remember the gayame) at the time, and said “Well you're
next in line, you're going to run aren’t you?” Atite guy said, “No, | don’t think I will.”

So my father was next in line in terms of the tiiadial roles to run for governor. So he said,
“Okay, well I guess it's on my shoulders. So plit together a gubernatorial campaign and I'll. .
.. “"He had a primary which he won, and then rangubernatorial campaign, loved the
campaigning process more than he realized, gad@dot of the state. | think it was sort of an
educational experience for him to meet more peaptesee how the state worked and | think he
knew it was an uphill battle from day one, aswa}s is against an incumbent governor. But he
felt this commitment to the party because he was indine to run and, at least that's how he
perceived it. And he felt this commitment to Eisewer on a national level. And whether that
was just politics or whether it was because heiwéise Army and Eisenhower was the
Commander-in-Chief, who knows. But maybe it wami® of both.

(Tape turned off.)

MJ: Did your father express to you his views of Sendtuskie, either during his campaigning
or afterwards, or prior, actually?

RT: | can't think of any particular time where we hhdt specific a discussion. You know, my
general impression from what is, what was said tves was that Muskie had done generally a
good job in his first term as governor and thahhd a lot of public support, and if anything the
support for the Democratic Party was growing. bmemy father was a dyed-in-the-wool

Republican and believed a lot in the party anddlbbis little elephant statues around. So that



part of that is the party line | think, you knowtiskie’s doing okay but a Republican can do it
better.” And | don’t think that there was a, otligan the occasional debate and the shared
campaign contacts, that there was a lot of cofeisteen my father and Muskie. | think there
was a mutual respect, they certainly knew eachr dthat least a social degree and a lot of the
same people, and | never sensed there was any sitymo

| would see Ed Muskie fairly regularly during myfels time as a legislator and during my time
and, you know, shared dinner at various politicaictions. And he was always warm and
friendly and asked for my father and how he wad,yat | can’t remember any sharp
disagreement on issues other than what you woaltyrelassify as partisan party issues. | think
frankly that they probably weren’t too far aparténms of the liberal Republican, the
conservative Democrat. | mean, Muskie was not DBtocrat in the ‘50s, meaning high-
rolling spender for social programs. | mean that,jMaine had been so Republican for so long,
his budget was so small relative to other buddetsthere was no opportunity to be a liberal
spending Democrat. So | think this is one of thesamples where probably in terms of issues,
social and fiscal, that probably Muskie and my éativeren’t that too far apart.

MJ: How was your view of Senator Muskie shaped byryather, your father’s involvement?

RT: Well, you know growing up | always perceived Migs&s my father’'s nemesis. | mean
that was the way the campaign portrayed it. Andaofrse Muskie won, my father lost and |
never sensed any kind of undercurrent that thesesemething improper or unfair that occurred,
you know. In a sense that ended my father’s palittareer and, by his choice, and he never did
anything more politically. And that meant thatvis@s around more, seemed to have more time
for family and some of the things that he enjoy&@u know, Muskie didn’t become a person
until I got actively involved in politics and, as&id, we would see him, talk with him, listen to
his speeches. And, you know, at that point heavaational level politician and regarded by me
and others in sort of awe as his success increas&@dshington.

MJ: What involvements did you have with Ed Muskiesoerally?
RT: Well nothing really direct except in terms of itiohl functions in Maine.
MJ: What were some of them?

RT: You know, regular political dinners, various pigltl fund raisers, campaign functions both
when he was in the Senate coming back to run,cad,loneaning statewide campaigns where he
would come back and campaign. He did some soued for my campaign on the radio, as he
did for my wife. He would provide some written gaargn literature for my campaign saying,
“What a great guy, you should elect him,” the tygpithing that senior politicians do for junior
politicians, but not much else. Occasionally, koow, there’d be a referral from, by me to, for
a constituent problem to his office in Washington éhere’d be some contact with his staff. |
knew his administrative assistants and the staff wbuld be working in Maine. But | didn’t
have any direct contact, nor did | expect any da&ct contact other than during the sort of
campaign process during the year.



MJ: What do think some of his major qualities weragmlitician?

RT: Again because | wasn'’t directly involved in hdipcal activities, I'm not sure I'm really
well-suited to answer that. You know, the imptesan give you impressions and the
impressions that | have are that he was hard-wgrkitmether it was on clean water legislation
that was so vital to Maine, or other political issun Washington. He, once he grabbed on to an
issue he stuck with it, whether it was an issuérbguired several terms of political work. He
was respected by not only other politicians fot thaggedness, the hard work, but he was
respected by federal and state bureaucrats faohnisnuing work on a particular issue. And
again, I'm thinking particularly of the clean wateork that he did, in terms of requiring the
paper companies in Maine to treat their affluengad not only did that make a major impact in
Maine, but all the states throughout the counpd when | think of any legislative effort that
he did, that clearly stands out.

MJ: Besides the clean water work, do you remembeioémgr events or circumstances that
illustrate his character or his ability as a poldan?

RT: Well, you know, part of a politician’s reputatitotally, meaning back in the state where
his constituents reside, is his ability to bringrteomoney projects, buildings, federal aid of one
kind or another. And during his period revenueisigawas a major federal shared program.
And how much he was responsible for that, cleaglyvas known or he was seen as the producer
of these funds that were brought back to Maine Wwhiickled down directly to the state. There
were various block grant-type programs called Mdgiges, or UDAG or those types of
downtown improvement programs, social improvemeagmams which, again, were
nationwide. But he was able to influence fundiymy know, at, particularly in the Lewiston
area, although Portland and Bangor were also etipiof those funds. He was very, he was,
again, perceived to be a strong advocate for Bath\WWorks, for Limestone, for Kittery. 1

mean, again, those were the bacon-type issuegitigihome the bacon to the local community.
He never forgot his role even when he was a toging Democrat. He came from Maine; he
wanted to give Maine some of the benefit of his@#y. And | think [he] always took that very
seriously.

MJ: Did he have any other influences on Maine?

RT: Oh, I think the fact that he was a senior senagspected in Washington both by several
administrations as well as his colleagues, gaven®laisource of pride. And to a small state like
Maine | think that makes a big difference. | measGeorge Mitchell carried on the tradition,
Maine often was able to hold its head up high, @t¥Washington and locally.

MJ: Okay, | have no further questions. Are there iamgortant factors which I've missed out
on, from your experience that you would want otherknow about, about your time or yourself,
or?

RT: Gee, | think you covered things pretty thoroughly

MJ: Okay, thank you very much for your time.



RT: You're welcome.

End of Interview
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