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Transcript

Andrea L’'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mary Ellen Twombly contted by Andrea
L’'Hommedieu on February 16, 2000, at 12:30 P.MalawWinthrop Street in Augusta, Maine.
Mrs. Twombly, could you start by giving me yourlfoame and spelling it?

Mary Ellen Twombly: Sure, my name is Mary Ellen, two words, TwombIyWFO-M-B-L-Y.
AL: And where and when were you born?

MT: | was born on the 16of July, 1942, at Hyannis, Massachusetts.

AL: Now, did you grow up there or did you -?

MT: No, no, | grew up in the first part of my life Massachusetts and Virginia, and in 1952
my family moved back to Maine to the old home inrvime. My great- grandmother had been
raised in that house, and so | think | was likefthath or the fifth generation to grow up in that
home. | grew up, basically my childhood was infiftees, and | graduated from high school in
the spring of 1960. So | was quite well aware of Muskie and his impact with the state of
Maine. Not only because, you know, he was a semshecause he was a Democrat, but
because | come from a long line of Democrats, aadvare just as excited that Mr. Muskie ran
and won the governorship as if he’d been a, yowmkroclose relative. Because in those days as
you might remember, maybe you can’t, the Demoavai® few and far between.

My grandfather Twombly was, and my grandmother TWwlysnwere Democrats all the way back
to probably when they first met each back in thdyek000s. | believe they were married in
1904. | never did meet my grandmother Twombly, diee the year before | was born, but she
was an active party stalwart. | mean, she attehtladk at least two if not more Democratic
presidential conventions. | know she went to thé0lconvention, and she died in 1941. She
was like the, oh, the party -

AL: Like the National Committeewoman?

MT: Thank you, that’s right, yeah. National Comn@t@®man, and she was very, very active
in politics. And my grandfather was, too. | thittksome degree when they were very young
they were like hippies in a way; they were proutitodoe, or believe what the establishment
wanted everyone to believe. So they were veryactAnd when Mr. Muskie began to run for
governor | was probably eleven, almost twelve ye&sAnd my grandfather Guy Twombly

and my foster grandmother, Phyllis Murphy, werehmgt time the oldest long term Democrats in
Waldo County, and nothing could happen really,tmalily, without their knowing about it. And
so my first recollection of Mr. Muskie was hearitngm talk of him and how excited they were
and how they were just so hopeful and overwheln@dst with the potential that- | don’t think
there’d been a Democratic governor since Louis Biarl930s, in the whole state.



And my grandfather and Phyllis put together, asmi@mber, they put together a supper and, sort
of an informal, but where Mr. Muskie could come &alé to people and campaign. And all of

us that were related to my grandfather, my AuneHelnd my Uncle Bill and my parents Jim

and Ruth, my sister Annie, and Mike and Mary, wreyevthe McAleneys, they belonged to
Helen and Bill, and God knows who else. We méh&village of Brooks at the Oddfellows

Hall, | believe it was, upstairs. And by this tirtiengs, it was in the summer so that’'s why I'm
not sure whether | was, | think it might have baedune or July, but it doesn’t make any
difference- we got to meet him.

And he was one of the tallest people I've ever sard he was quite, had this wonderful bearing
about him and a gentleness. And he spoke as | resrevary, you know, to the point, he didn't.
He was very serious about this campaign, and hamnteavin it. And what | remember is that I,
this was the first time | had ever, | guess, comagainst somebody that had, that was beyond
my family that, so | asked him for an autographdAwe simply signed it Edmund S. Muskie

with pencil, and | kept it in a notebook for yeata.fact, I'm sure it still is somewhere that |
could find. It would take a lot of work to find it

AL: On a sheet of notebook paper?

MT: No, on a little teeny thing no bigger than achatook piece of paper, just a little, and |
said to myself, this is going to be worth somettsoge time. So, the next thing | can remember
is that, with any degree of accuracy, was like968& or ‘59 when the, what is now called the
Maine State Ferry Service launched the GovernorkiMushe ferry boat that ran between
Lincolnville Beach and Isleboro. And Grandfathed&hyllis were there because they were
Waldo County-ites and always would, never missedamce. And | remember tRepublican
Journal, which is a weekly newspaper down in Belfast,agrhotograph of Muskie and my
grandfather, Guy, and Phyllis on the, | suppos#erbow of the ferry boat. And I cut that out
and put it right next to Mr. Muskie’s signature tiid gotten a year or two before. So | was,
like | said, | was raised in Monroe, and it waseayy and still is, a very small town. And | think
my grandfather had been town manager there fondbauof years and road commissioner and
other such things.

AL: Was it, | guess my question is, your grandfat@ery, and Phyllis, at the time Muskie was
running for governor they were quite elderly?

MT: Well, my grandfather would have been seventyssigeventy-seven.
AL: Okay, at that time.

MT: Phyllis might have been ten years younger, Itd@ncertain. Yes, at that time, yes, they
were, they were retired folks.

AL: Now Phyllis, did she also have a political backod that you remember?



MT: Oh yes, she, well, when she got together withgnayndfather. I'm not sure whether she
was active in politics before she met him but strtainly was once they got together. And
Phyllis was the State Committeewoman, and | rememibeut Phyllis that she was in the
Electoral College but for which presidential elenti can’t remember. And | think she was more
than once in the Electoral College for the statdon’t recall that, whether either of them went
to a national convention, but that's not to sayttiein’t. |1 don’t recall that they ever did, so
there was, 1952 was Eisenhower and ‘54 was Eisesthamd then Kennedy. | don’t think they
went to the ‘60, | don’t think... They loved Adlaiesenson, | know that.

AL: Right. What year did your grandfather pass awlayyou remember?

MT: Nineteen sixty-three, in March. | think he veaghty-three or eighty-four.
AL: Was Eben Ellwell someone that you knew whenwete growing up?
MT: Oh, yes.

AL: Was he active in the area? What -?

MT: Oh yeah, he was like a young person, | meandselie in his thirties. And grandfather
and Phyllis just sort of brought him along, andchene willingly. He loved politics, and he was
an active Democrat, | know that. | know he hadeast one if not two terms in the legislature
here in Augusta.

AL: Was he, did he sort of, did you get the impsshat he considered your grandfather sort
of his mentor?

MT: Oh yes, | don’t think anybody would have run éffice on the Democratic ticket without
talking to my grandfather in those days. Yes, las the old man, yeah.

AL: Did he interest- have an influence on you whem were growing up? Or maybe | should
ask, what sort of influences did he have on you?

MT: Well, in terms of politics, | mean | had no difflties being a Democrat and being proud
of it. It was sort of a Twombly attitude, so theyeu know, | dare to be different. What they
used to say, though, if there’d been a phone bgotinknow, that you could put all the
Democrats in Waldo County in it. When | was témg summer that | was ten, my family moved
back to Monroe, and | remember listening to théhioe Republican and the Democratic
conventions on radio, and... Where was | going wadt? Oh, | remember, | was very
interested in General Eisenhower, and | was intedds Senator Kefauver, and | think he was a
Democrat. nintelligible phrase). But anyway, it was a lively convention and tiked that |
wanted Eisenhower for president. And my fathed toly grandfather, and he says, “Oh, she’ll
grow out of that.”

Yeah, | mean to be other than a Democrat in myljawes not very, you wouldn’t think of



doing it. And I, and one of the bigger curses trandfather put on anything or anyone is that
they went Republican; that was the lowest. Thatldibe, you know, a machine if it broke
down, or a car if it had a flat, or whatever. langto go Republican on you was the lowest.
AL: It was sort of a phrase?

MT: Exactly, it was a catch phrase, yeah. Thab@awhat | remember, you know, directly.
| mean, | could go into great long things about,that | guess you sort of got an idea that, of
where and how it came to know.

AL: Now was it your mom or your dad that was thédcbf Guy?

MT: My father, Jim Twombly.

AL: Your father, Jim. Now, was he political?

MT: He was a civil servant for the federal governtnso the @nintelligible word) was pretty
heavy duty in those days, and, well, my father gbweoted straight Democrat. He was not -

AL: He couldn’t show it, wear it on his sleeve.

MT: He couldn’t be active in politics in that era, But my mother was a Democrat and she
didn’t get active in the sense like Phyllis and gngndfather, but more like Helen and Bill.
They’re solid, you know, so.

AL: And you said your mother’s first name was?

MT: Ruth.

AL: Ruth, and what was her maiden name?

MT: Nadeau.

AL: Nadeau, and where does she come from, doe®stefoom Maine?

MT: Yes, she grew up in Houlton.

AL: Oh, she came from the county.

MT: Yes, and she was a graduate of Colby Collegefatiner was a graduate of the University
of Maine in Orono. And my Aunt Helen introducedriébelieve here in Augusta, | think it was

1936, | think.

AL: And where did you, after you grew up in Monrabere did you go, did you start working
or go to school?



MT: | went to Orono, and then | began, this wouldlli®gan in the fall of 1960 and | dropped
out after two years. And when | came back, it vieesfall of 1964, and everybody throughout the
country and even Orono, the students were geteng active in, well, it wasn’t quite counter
culture yet, but, and it hadn’t quite formed whatvas except that they knew that they didn’t like
the war in Vietnam. And this was, | think Berkelegppened in ‘64, so it took a ways.

But | studied journalism, and | was a reporter leeMaine Campus, the weekly newspaper, and
we were, at that time Professor Hamilton waesdepartment of journalism at the University of
Maine, and he had made a commitment to his studleatshey could put the newspaper
together without his oversight, or without anyonel's other words it was a true laboratory.

And as | remember it must have been ‘65, ‘66, Hte workers at the Ounegean Woollen Mill
in Old Town went on strike for recognition, for onirecognition. And where, | don’t know, our
campus staff was maybe seven or eight studentss@ndone of the, I'm not sure whether he
was a Student for a Democratic Society or not.@wtway, one of the students came to us and
said that it was Christmas time and the peopleatoollen mill had been out on strike for
recognition for probably two months, at, by thatéi And it was Christmas time, and the
University of Maine students, a number of them,enstrike breakers. They were crossing the
picket line, they were going in and taking the jolbshe people outside.

So this was sort of the start of how | got involwearganized labor, and | worked for the AFL-
CIO, Maine State Federated Labor Council, and ItweiVashington in 1969 to work for the
International Association of Machinists and AeraspsVorkers. And so, where can we go with
this? But anyway, that's how | got to Washingtand it was absolutely the most interesting
time. | remember that | was going to take thisyoth the machinists union and Mr. Nixon had
just been inaugurated, and | said, “Wouldn’t yoowrit? I'm going to go to Washington during
a Republican administration.” Well, there was meveull moment there.

AL: Let me go back for just a minute.

MT: Sure.

AL: What was the result of the strike in Orono?

MT: The strike, sure, no, it was in Old Town.

AL: | mean Old Town.

MT: The result was that it became at that time,ianghy still hold this abysmal record, but it
was the longest strike for union recognition in skee’s history at that time, and it went I think
from October to April. The students at Maine, afteeMaine Campus | was assigned to write
and cover that particular thing. We carried theystmd kept carrying it over the winter. These

people had been out through Christmas. It wasamttadle of a cold winter. And they were still
outdoors walking the picket line. And the studemvement decided along with, | think we may



have, | don’'t remember who came up with it at fsshot, but, that we should join in the picket
line. And, | don’t know how many workers there wgbut, I'm not sure how many students
there were, but there was probably at least twaltedhof us. And | remember it was a day
when the snow, it had been snowing, and | thimkight have been in April or late March, and
the sky was blue, and it was beginning to melt,tbate was still a lot of slush you had to walk
through. And there were, oh, probably six to eigéhobscot county deputy sheriffs with, they
didn’t have dogs, but that was about it. And lide it was due to that big show of support, the
governor of course took notice, and | think it wasin Reed who was the governor, who was a
Republican -

AL: Probably.

MT: Finally, there was no way to ignore it any mavkijch is the reason the students had
joined to begin with was because we knew that tedianwould, could not very well ignore that.
And, so the strike ended with management recoggittie union. And so that’s how it ended.
And at that time | became very, very interesteldbor journalism. And the business agent for
the union, and God forgive me, | can’t rememberclvhinion it was. | think it might have been
the boot and shoe workers, or it might have beendktile workers, which would have made
sense. But | think that all the unions joined tbge. | mean like the Bangor Council of Labor,
all of us came together in a great solidarity agete to make sure that the plight of this
particular group of people was understood. | mésay worked in awful conditions. There was
no, |1 don’t think OSHA had been invented at theetifBut | mean, there was open whirling
things. There was, the air was filled with woolddnmmean, it was really dark and miserable
working conditions that weren’t much different thiwey might have been in the"i@entury.

So we were pleased. We, of course, being yourmylaverything when you're young, we, see
there, so you know, we were very pleased. Ancethwexs a celebration, | think at the Knights of
Columbus in Old Town, and all of the strikers ahnelit families and all the people that had
helped were invited. And | think it was at that éilnmade it known that | was very interested in
labor journalism.

AL: When you talk about that incident, it reminds afi¢he IP strike in Jay, just because | have
a sense of growing up in that area, remembering iwdal to the families and the people in the
town. Did that have the same effect in Old Towrmp# of ripping people apart?

MT: Not really.

AL: Or was it quite not so widespread or mean suifit

MT: It was just sort of a small group of people wiagkin a small sort of dying industry, textile
mills, that were trying to seek and get union restgn. The Jay strike, as | remember that, was
a fully established union that things went to héth. So, you know, other than the fact they

were both, involved unions, | don’t think there was much similar.

AL: No, | just wondered if the effects on the comityuhad been the same.



MT: 1don’t think so, | think people just ignoredignored it, ignored it. That was one of the
things that prompted us. Beyond the fact that sttedeere taking their jobs, which got us into it,
was the fact that nobody was listening to thesglgeoThey had been out for months and
months. We picked up on the story around Christiiles| said, and carried it through the
winter, so | don’t believe there was any of that 6 thing. There was a lot of courage for
people to do what they did, to go out and. Evenidinathey’re protected by law, in other words
allowed to strike for union recognition, it takesanful lot of courage because you don’t know
what your employer’s going to do. He could haviel sicand left town, you know, he didn’t
have to stick around. But for some reason or @rdib did. | don’t even know who the owner
was. But, you know, whether it tore those famibgart, | don’t believe so. | believe they saw
an opportunity to make a difference in their owred and that if they acted together they could
do that.

AL: Let me pause for... Now, after your time at thevidrsity of Maine at Orono, you then
went to Washington immediately upon graduation?

MT: No, I worked, again, this is a good illustratmithe connections with my grandfather. 1
went to work for théRockland Courier Gazette in June of 1966. It was the day after the, Ikhin
the primary election. Ken Curtis won, | remembettquite well because. And | basically found
out that theCourier Gazette wanted a young reporter through my grandfather kvlewv a man
named Leo Chebeau, who was the Barigaity News reporter from the Rockland bureau. And |
worked there for about six months and had a wondénhe. And right now | can’t remember, |
think it was still from Leo Chebeau | found outttiBen Dorsky was looking for a public
relations person to put out his newspaper andieign the legislature and be a gofer, sort of, a
young person. So | interviewed for that job, amehk offered that job, and | stayed there. That
would have been the winter of ‘67 until the sprafdl969, | worked for the Maine State
Federated Labor Council.

AL: What was Ben Dorsky like?

MT: He was amazing; he was certainly different faampone | had ever known before. He
always had a cigar whether it was lit or not. Hes\&hvays, | don’t know, | was sort of in awe of
him, | mean, | may have been, what, twenty-twchoe¢ years old. But anyway, | think I'd even
heard of him before, probably from when | was atltmiversity of Maine, and with that
Wanegan Woollen Mill strike | must have heard hasne. | can remember coming to Augusta,
Augusta House was still standing, which was rigiwid where the big bank is on the corner of
Memorial Circle. And basically | chased behind honl went into a committee and took notes,
whatever, | put the newspaper together once a manthit was published, printed down in
Lewiston by the same printer who printeelMessager, | think was the name of it.

AL: Louis Philippe Gagne?
MT: No, Lord, anyway, once a month | would traipsgd to Lewiston and put the newspaper

together, and they would print it, but it had todmme during the dark of night for some reason.
The edit-, not the editor, the owner was an oldspaper man who had always worked during



the night time, and he never changed his habitsdore reason, so.
AL: Oh, I'm trying to think who it is. It's not FatiCouture? I think he was radio.

MT: No, he was a nice man. 1 just, | mean we’rkingl, what, thirty something years ago? |
can't remember. But, man, and | mean we did theesthing that labor people do every session,
which is to go up against the same bills that neapte are bringing in and supporting the same
bills that have yet to be passed into law. A gdeatl of the time was, this was in an era, well it
must have been Ken Curtis, but | think the exeeutiouncil was still around and they were all
Republicans. And | know that was a thing that Muskie had to put up with for his two terms.
And there was these old line business interegtylisks, and there’s Ben, who was a Republican,
and he did that and I'm sure for convenience. t8as like an old club, and here | am, you
know, a young woman running around and, you knbdon’t remember any specific battles we
had in those days, having to do with organizeddamyway, | don’t remember that.

AL: Was he a fair-minded person did you think?

MT: Oh yeah, he knew, you know, and you knew whidh ke was on, simple, simply put,
there was no equivocation on that. And he haddbpect of the people and the lobbyists in the
legislature. When he spoke, he meant it, and bkesm such a way that the point was well
taken. | was sort, like | said, | was sort ofpht think afraid is quite the right word, but you
know, you sort of, | was real quiet, and | watclddt. But it was with this job, then, that | got
the other one that took me to Washington.

AL: Okay, and that was about 1970, ‘69?

MT: Sixty-nine, yeah, yes. The first day of workAfashington, and | remember I'd never
been much of anywhere except Maine, Monroe, | meanhe Orono and Bangor, Augusta, that
was about it, you know. So here | am in a big,aitlrich it really isn’t, it's very small, but to me
it was big. And my editor-in-chief decided thatweuld take me over to the AFL-CIO because
George Meany was anointing | guess would be thelWwane Kirkland, who took Meany’s
position when he left. So, | remember it was inyMday 15", 1969, so | remember | was
sitting there with a bunch of all kinds of repost@nd other things, people listening, and there
was, you know, George Meany, 0-0-0-h. So, andattig other thing | can remember at that
particular time, the boss left me, he says, “Sao, ynember how to get back to the office.” But
| didn’t even know that you had to hold your hamdto get a taxi, you know, so. But | watched,
| got back to the office all right.

AL: Now were there others from Maine around yourthgéyou had contact with in
Washington?

MT: Yes, my good friend Ellen Toomey, she grew upiburn, she was from a newspaper
family. And she’s worked for the USIA ever since6T%0 she’s almost ready to retire.

AL: What does the USIA -?



MT: It was once, well it was the propaganda arnitferUnited States during the Cold War,
The Voice of America and other publications thatewdistributed through | assume our
embassies to various other countries. But bagitadit's what it was, was, and now it's been
sort of folded into the Department of State, ansl irelatively recently. And there was three or
four of our college friends were there, and Elleswgort of the leader in terms of, she’d taken
the chance first and gone down. But this was g,\tBis was like a year after the race riots in
Washington, this was the era when as | remembethink Nixon was making all kinds of

noises about it, about getting out of it becausatywvas it, who was it, Johnson- who was after
Johnson? Was it Nixon? Wasn't, was it?

AL: I'm blanking on the whole -
MT: That whole era.
AL: But, now when you were in Washington, would yar about Ed Muskie sometimes?

MT: Oh yes, because | mean he was, this was, Wwell968 was one of the wildest years in
our history, I'm sure. This was less than a yager| and | think, well, McGovern had run,
McCarthy ran, Bob Kennedy ran. What | remembey wéridly was the state Democratic
convention here in Augusta in 1968, that was beffaneved to Washington.

AL: What was that like?

MT: It was wild, it was, it took place I think indyaJune, | believe it, or late May, it was
before Kennedy was killed. And so there was abéhwild factions. There was the McCarthy
faction, and Kennedy, and | think Hubert Humphiayl, who ended up being the nominee for
‘68. No, that's not right, it was McGovern. N tvas ‘72. Right. | don’t know. But anyway,
it was something. It was up at the Holiday InnWpstern Avenue, and this is an era when a lot
of drinking was going on. And | went with my hancigmera from the Maine AFL-CIO, |

wasn’t a delegate or an alternate, | was justpgnhe fringes, and | knew a lot of delegates.

But there was fisticuffs actually, people were bhagdeads and throwing each other around and
heaving people in to the swimming pool. Yeahedlly was -

AL: Because of who they were going to support?

MT: Yeah, yes indeed. | don't remember who theediaglly endorsed, but it was a wild time.
AL: Very different from what you have today.

MT: Oh yeah, the ‘60s were definitely different, lyeabout this time, | mean, the war was a
great big issue, and it hadn’t been that long ieatnedy had spoken up forcefully against it. |
mean, McCarthy and McGovern were sort of stalkiagsls, | guess, just a test to see how many

live ones you could get | guess. And once he faurtdhat it was a real, clearly a real issue,
well, he must have known, but once it was provelinothen he decided he would run. | was



very disgruntled with that, | didn’t think that waso fair. | think | was a McCarthy person at
the time. But as we all know, that didn’t, thad @ind rather tragically. So, what else can | tell
you?

AL: Besides your family and having them be veryrgirbemocrats, what were some of the
other influences on you when you were growing gt fthaped your beliefs and your attitudes?
Were there outside factors like particular teachieais really reached you or places or people in
the community that you had contact with?

MT: Well | don't know, | think, my mother was verpéral and my father was more quietly
straight Democratic. The influence | think thaiald learned from my family, my Aunt Helen
had been, what, the head of the WPA or somethinigeirbepression. The fact that there was,
you know, great admiring words about Eleanor Roekgand you know, Eleanor stuck her neck
out for the underdog. And the Marion Andersonghamd the coal miners. And as | remember,
during the fifties, | mean, the word union in Majoe nationally, it was just, no matter where
you went, if you ever heard it it was in a derogatway. There was never anything in the
newspapers, not that there is even yet, about @g@uabor or about, well, the civil rights
movement was beginning, too. But going back, ysked me what got me going was that there
was something sort of inherent in me that felt thatkers, anybody, should have the same
rights, that they shouldn’t be.

So, anyway, | think that that was the beginning.oery liberal chancy things, particularly in
Maine where unions were basically in your papeftsaihd shoe factories, some but very little.
During that sixties era there was a lot of orgarganf the shoe workers, and textile mills were
all leaving Maine, and shoes, as you've seen dwepast thirty years, have gone. And so, but
anyway, deep down inside me | heard the admirdtiothese people that would go out on a
limb for somebody, and somehow that interested 8w.| would say | got that influence from
my family, and, | mean, there was only like fountdted people in Monroe, and there was
nothing to do for work there except work in the \Wemr raise chickens.

AL: Let me stop there, and I’'m going to turn ove tape.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on side two of the interview with M&tlen Twombly on February 16
2000. And you were talking about some of your @mtions with Senator Muskie.

MT: Right, | mean, the opportunities were alwaysiatbto go and be where he was whenever
he was in public, whether he was campaigning oramad so it sort of, | can’t pick out any
specific times, but it always felt very comfortimga way that he was somebody who was a
friend that was in a place of influence and pow&nd so of course, | think he ran, | don’t
remember what year he ran for senate but it must haen right after his two terms as governor,
so it would have ‘58 or ‘59 or something.



AL: And ‘64 and ‘70, and ‘76.

MT: So you have to count back. | mean there wamsuath time between when he left office as
governor to run and win the senate. So he wasyalteere, and so when I, | spent five years in
Washington as | said, and he was always thereeagame time. And he was famous beyond just
Maine acquaintances. When people said Mr. MuskiEedmund Muskie they knew who he was.

AL: So even within Washington he stood out to soegrek?

MT: Yes, ohyes. People, | mean, it seemed to ateathfamous senators either came from
Maine or Minnesota in that era. There was kindlloh@se, there was McGovern and McCarthy,
and Hubert. And then there was Margaret Chase SandhiEdmund Muskie, and it seemed to
me that was neat. I'd go to, the union would,Ititernational would have, | think every year
they had a sort of a congressional dinner and gpsand dance and such like that. And so as a
member of the staff of the International | was etpd to go to these things. So | would meet a
lot of these people and all | had to do was sag$ Wwom Maine, and they wanted, you know, did
| know Muskie, and what did | think of him and swth like that.

So then | think it was ‘72 when he ran for presidend, | mean the anti-war fever was rather
high pitched at the time, earlier too, and | imemlvmyself in some of that. And my, the
International wasn’t too pleased, but they werabut to tell me not to. | mean, their
membership was making the war weapons, so. SdkEea to some of these large multi-
thousand anti-war Saturdays or whatever, like thexe one in November of '69; | remember
going to that. That all seemed, everybody seemédink that if we yelled loud enough
somehow the government would get out of Vietnatust seemed to take an awful long time.

So when | heard that Mr. Muskie was going to rungieesident, | was quite pleased. | found out
where his campaign headquarters were. | thinkdlyfou on the phone it was 1972 K Street.
Now whether that was, maybe they made up that nyrhban’t imagine, but anyway. And |
went and offered my services and for some reasgnttiid me to go down to the Democratic
National headquarters in the Watergate Buildingclvhvasn’t far from where | lived, it was like
two blocks away. And, | remember going there, ey took down my name and number and
said they'd get in touch with me when they neededand | think it was less than a week after
that that it was broken into by the famous, whathiell was his name? Anyway, about the red,
| remember the red wig, that's all | can remember.

AL: The red wig?

MT: The red wig, and -

AL:  What's that?

MT: Well, one of the, as | remember, one of the lausgwvas wearing it. And something about

taping the door locks so, you know, so that balsichky malfunctioned. | thought this was very
interesting, and yet it was very slow to take @it | was really involved in news and



newspapers, and there was, | think there was thaiies in Washington at the time and there
was one afternoon paper, and all you had to dogeatownstairs and look at one of the, what
the next headlines were. But after a while they, jit became apparent that this burglary was a
lot more than what it had appeared on the surfécel everybody knows the story, but it was
very interesting to be there and to be sort ofopndf it. | remember once being assigned either
to take a photograph or go get something. Anywayas on a gofer detail, and | went to Charles
Colson’s law office. And Charles was staff, hadrbaestaff member of Mr. Nixon’s who said

that he would run over his grandmother if she, koow, if he thought it would make chances
better for Mr. Nixon to win the presidency. Sowvnas rather famous, and he converted to rather,
in prison he became quite a, well he convertedias@anity and sort of saw the light and -

AL: Redeemed himself.
MT: Well, somehow.
AL: So did you ever end up working on the campaign?

MT: Never, never, this thing sort of blew up. Asiyemember, | think, well that was the year
that, ‘72, we ended up with... | get so confused.

AL: I'm thinking that ‘72 was, I'm trying to thinkfa@ontemporaries of yours who would have
been working on the campaign, like Peter Kyro®, Jr.

MT: No, his father was a congressman, | don’t thivdk,| think I'm a bit older than his child.
AL: Severin Beliveau, was he active, was he somgoad&new?

MT: Oh yeah, yeah. Well my sister would know htapé fades momentarily) . . .

AL: ...in 1972 presidential campaign.

MT: In, what everybody remembers about, what | rebe¥ed about it was that he ran as
Hubert Humphrey’s running mate as vice presidegaaldidate [1968], his own campaign
having sort of unraveled there in the spring. @irse thirty years later it's quite all right for a
man to cry, but in those days it wasn’t. | wasywisappointed, not that Mr. Muskie would
defend his wife or honor or anything about it. Isyast sort of disappointed that, | had always
cheered for Muskie, | had always thought that hald/tvave been a fine president, and | would
have gone out on a limb. And, what | do remembewuathat particular election, | bet nobody
else would remember except, is that on the popai of that election, the Humphrey-Muskie
ticket lost by one tenth of one one hundredth onetbing like, one tenth of one percent of the
popular vote. It was almost virtually neck and natkerms of human beings voting and human
beings voting, never mind the electoral collegearything like that. Less than one tenth of one
percent. That worked down to maybe like twentyugand or something like that, something
unreal. So he, I think that was too much for hindlon’t know how old he would have been,
probably he was sixty odd years old then.



AL: In*72? Born in 1914, so he would have beetys&lmost sixty.
MT: Sixty, somewhere out there, yup.

AL: Tell me about your involvement in, or do you havere stories about the Watergate era
and your time in Washington? Things that stickiautour head as being significant, about the
time period?

MT: Oh yeah, | mean there was a lot of, particulddying the Watergate end of things, when,
oh dear, want to roll that one back.aping paused.) . . . don’t remember but, where | left off |
was going to get into sort of a flavor of how thell the atmosphere in Washington during that
particular time, right at the height of the Wateegscandal. And also the, basically the height of
the anti-war movement in terms of, | think thereswlae yippies and any other anti-war group in
the United States had come to Washington one sprorging, | think it was in May, with the
express purpose of shutting the city down, stopgieggovernment by laying their bodies in the
road and on the bridges from Virginia, from the tagon into town. And things were beginning,
as they started out they were very peaceful, mastese. But by this era, by this time, things
were getting very, very unpeaceful.

AL: Even the anti-war protestors getting violenglye

MT: Yes, they were. And Mr. Nixon was getting mare more, | think, worried. He, instead
of getting us out of the war had driven us intdgeper and in fact had gone into Cambodia and
said he hadn’t. And virtually thousands and thodsaof people came to the city that particular
day, like | said, to shut the place down. And Mixon was as adamantly opposed as could be,
which was that he was going to shut the opposdmnrn. And what that meant in terms of
people like me, and that particular day | was grsbrdinary person who was walking to work,
was quite different because the demonstrationestartry early in the morning like 5:30 or 6:00.
And | remember, and oh, within an hour or so peaee running up the roads, you know, with
handkerchiefs over their faces and their eyes ngnbecause of the tear gas. And | could smell
it coming into my apartment, and you could heas¢hehoppers overhead. They were Huey
helicopters, and they were flying low enough so gould actually see the people in the
helicopters. And they had these tear gas, thekelbdike, from what | could see, giant shotguns
sort of because the canisters were probably, Itdm@w, inch or two through, it seemed to me
anyway.

But what | can remember is the people running,theg were beginning to take bricks up out
off sides of people’s row houses and they werevthmg them. And basically the way | went to
work was | lived on 28 Street by the Whitehurst Freeway, which is lileaid not far from the
Watergate, and | walked up New Hampshire Avenueupont Circle where the machinists
union headquarters was. And that would typicalketfifteen minutes or so. The place was just
packed with people and all, I don’t know, | rememtbe metropolitan police. And | think they
may, when we got to Dupont Circle there was like ftational Guard jeeps end to front all
around the circle and inside of it were these bigje cars basically, in which anybody that even



resembled someone that was anti-war,- and peopkdlysyou could tell by the looks of them,
by what they were wearing and what they were saynd you know, the signs they were
carrying,- were basically taken by the scruff & tleck and the back side of their pants and
thrown bodily between these jeeps into Dupont €ierid then rounded up and put into these
cattle cars.

Well, and meantime, you know, the helicopters gmemp-thump-thump-thump-thump all, you
know, just over and over. And they took all thosegle as | remember to the Robert Kennedy
Stadium on the northeast side of the city | thinll gust threw them in there. They weren’t
arrested, they, | mean there was none of the ptepanicalities.

AL: They were just sort of corralled?

MT: They were corralled and rushed away, so mucthisBill of Rights. So later these very
same people did sue the government, and theyhésetillegal arrests, and they did win. |
remember there was a great demonstration of peopilee steps of the Supreme Court, and the
same thing happened, it may have been the same day.

But what | can remember most, as | said, was, itthetignette out of that is there was an anti-
war protestor’s, a rather tall young fellow, he wtending in the middle of the road with his legs
sort of spread out, and he was yelling at this opetiitan policeman on a motorcycle. And the
next thing he knew was the motorcycle driven rightetween his legs and carried him away.

It was the most amazing thing I've ever seen. Tthegw him between the jeeps and into the
cattle car.

So | mean, it was right down, | mean, but what relmember is to me was how close we are in
our, how we live. | mean, it was a complete vigy adon’t know, anarchy and sort of fascism,
one beating against the other. | mean, there wasrgment, the Hell with your rights, we know
you’'re guilty, we know you are, you're going to gmd these anarchists were saying basically,
we’re going to shut the government down. So tossseething so of both of those extremes, to
see it, you know, overhead with this helicopter daa/n under on the road.

Yeah, we that were going to work made very cargfellire that we looked like civilians yes, yes,
you know. Like | wore a skirt and a pair of higbets or something, you know, rather than
sandals, because it didn’t take anything. If yarewvearing a pair of sandals you'd have been
thrown. So, yeah, it was very, and it was twohoe¢ days, you know, that the helicopters flew
over and over and over.

AL: And do you remember or have any impressionseoh®r Muskie and his view of things
at that time and his stance on Vietnam, sort of ttywhat was, did he keep the same stance or
did he modify it over time? Do you remember thagdfically?

MT: | can't particularly. | don’t put him in thes& category as McCarthy and McGovern
who were early out. | think, though, you know, whbe Kennedy got killed there, Robert
Kennedy, | mean it was sort of like there’s an lgisghment person who'’s against the war so



maybe it's safe to say something. There was,hadtthat was Mr. Muskie’s stance, but that was
sort of the feeling that once somebody leapt dvemtall then others could come along.

| believe, | think he was, he was persuaded aftenige, Mr. Muskie. Like most grown adult
Americans of that time that remembered the SecoaddWar and the Cold War and the
Russians and the Communists. | mean that's thedistuff all of us were fed early on in that
war, that we were keeping the world safe from tben@wunists by going into this jungle where
people had been fighting for forty years anywayhaitt us. And it took a long, long time for
basically the head set to change. And | don’t tivtrk Muskie was any different than, like | said,
most people except that he was broad minded and ape could see that there was some
validity in what people were thinking and doing a&ying. But not to say that he agreed
wholeheartedly with going out, throwing bricks thgih windows, or, no, nothing like that.

But he was there, | think his opinion was valueshde would come, not just ordinary people
but other leaders in the congress. They all tatkgdther and perhaps he was one of the people
they came to, because he was obviously a leadbegfarty since he’d run on the ticket. | don’t
have any recollection that he didn’t think, likedid, that there wasn’t some validity to what was
happening. But there was and this, you couplewitls the Watergate where you had a president
who was obviously telling everybody to lie, he veaying on his enemy list people. | mean, the
whole environment led to, and | don't think the ntwy’s ever changed back, to a total
disappointment | think is sort of a too light a @wor

AL: Skepticism of political -?

MT: Skepticism, cynicism, that the government in ahiself was out of control. Basically

the Washington Post thought it was the only thing that could bring ge/ernment back into
control. But again, in that time, | was a newspag@son and | was exceedingly interested in,
and like | said, every afternoon there was an aften paper. There was two Washington papers
in the morning, and you could read them from cdwezover, and you could talk about them
over lunch, and you would, you know, it never Ipt LAnd there was, like | said, this growing,
the other big thing | remember of that era is wtierse, the National Guard shot those five
students at Kent.

AL: At Kent State.

MT: At Kent State. And to me that was the end, koaw. That was, you know, | wasn'’t that
far from college age myself, but to think that adnseldiers would shoot at unarmed people
regardless was, you know. And then to kill them #Hreh sort of then go into shock, it just was a
symbol of how far things had gone. So, as | thim& told you without the tape, things were
getting paranoid. There was like this environntetdlly. We were all mesmerized. We think
Monica Lewinsky was something, you should havelttiee Watergate, you know. Every day
new things were coming out of that committee.

AL: When you were in that time period and experieg¢hose things, did you know that it was
extraordinary?



MT: Yes, | did, yeah.

AL: So you were grounded enough and understoodwadmstaround you to know that those
things didn’t happen to every generation.

MT: Oh yes, yeah, | don't think it ever happenedbef | was of that generation of the, so,
where was I? All right. The fall of 1973, the goessional hearings were, you know, had
almost found what they needed. And they calledatdmoking gun. They almost had found
something that would lynch basically, Mr. Nixonpsgthing that he with his own mouth would
have said that would indicate that he was not paly of but the mastermind behind the cover
up, which when you compare it to the break in ef\fatergate with the red headed wig person
and the tape on the doors, there was quite a lonfyast. | mean here was. So anyway, the era
was, | mean he was certainly paranoid, and he éesbn to be, | mean.

So in the fall | believe of ‘73, it was revealeathhere was a gap of eighteen minutes in this
tape that was a conversation of the president satheone who’s, Haldeman, Erlichman, who
knows who it was? One of those, in which basiciilyas alleged that he acknowledged what
was happening and in some way indicated that he knead been happening and that all Hell
was breaking loose and so forth. And this is whatcongressional committee felt that they
needed. And so when they found there was an eigimé@sute gap in the tape that was supposed
to have contained this information, they naturakgumed, as did everybody else in the United
States, that it was no accident that the eightaentses was blank, that, you know. Nixon had
finally got his head screwed on long enough tddrgrotect himself.

So, | was living with a friend of mine, | thinkwas on, right off Pennsylvania Avenue, not quite
into Georgetown. And this man had dropped out &fpending the beginnings of a good career
in the CIA. He had seen and heard and, at leastghvhat he said, enough about what was
going on over there that he didn’t want to have emaye to do with it and then immediately
dropped out.

AL: When you say over there, are you referring tham?
MT: No, CIA.
AL: Oh, the CIA, okay, okay.

MT: And that he had, had been married to a womanhakovorked in the Pentagon and was
now working in the White House and she was abocanlalmost remember her name. | know
she came from Barry, Vermont, | know she had ddmgjly, brothers and sisters, | know that
she was like an academic genius, but | can notméaethis poor woman’s name. Anyway, this
roommate of mine had been married to her, and sise & | said, working in the White House
at that time. Well, | went home one night, or afiternoon, and | found a yellow telegram stuck
in the door of the apartment, and | took the telagover to my roommate, who upon opening it
burst into tears and said that his former wife tiedl. And we asked for all the details, the



telegram had come from his former brother-in-lawpw guess was a military man in the
Pentagon. And it said that the wife had died oéarhattack right there in the White House, and
efforts to revive her had not worked. This womasrked for a man named Steven Bull whose
name was bandied about quite often with referemdhki$ eighteen minute gap because he
basically worked and knew who came and who wenbbthie Oval Office, and this woman
worked directly for him.

AL: She worked for him.

MT: And she was in the vicinity, like, say, this wdl's office, that’s the president’s, and
maybe she had a desk over there somewhere, | klomit, anyway. According to everything

we could find out, and | guess there was some italid it, the woman had said that, to several
people, perhaps her own brother, that things wetting too much for her over there in the
White House, and she didn’'t know how to get out.oShe was, you know, if she left or if she
stayed. If she stayed, she couldn’t stand it aeddétin’t know how to get out of it in any kind of
graceful way, the implication being that things quite wild in the White House in those days.
That she had gone to work leaving a list of thitggdo or things to buy on the kitchen table, and
the brother went over to her house, | think shediin Alexandria or something, after she died.
And the list had a lot of mundane things on it l&kdozen eggs, two pairs of panty hose, cat
food, make your will.

AL: Make your will.
MT: Uh-hunh, or draft a will.
AL: And she was what, about forty?

MT: She was about forty years old, and she was # sm@an and might have weighed, |
don’t know, according to my roommate she might haeeghed a hundred and twenty pounds
max and was in perfect health. Well, as | wasrgagarlier, the environment in Washington
was such that, you know, even people like my rooteraad me and anybody that knew us
could feel sort of like a, holy Hannah, you knolwvdid not occur to any of us not to think that
there was foul play, that's to the degree thaetmaronment had become.

So several weeks went by, and, | said, being thengist that | was, ha-ha, | said, “Richard,”
Richard was my roommate’s name, | said, “Richarddid, “it won’t be long,” | said, “before
the Washington Post is going to be after your ass to find out anythimgy can find out about
her, and anybody else that knew her in any waypesloa form.” So | went home for Christmas
to Maine, and when | came back, the phone had joeglimg off the hook, and Richard wasn’t
even listed as the owner of the phone, | was liatethe owner of the phone, so. And | remember
taking two calls myself. One was from thenver Post, and | think the other one was from it
might have been theos Angeles Times, and Richard had been wined and dined and, yowkno
whole thing. Apparently, it ran its course andame up against a dead end, you know. But
again, what | was trying to say is that in that®wenething like someone dying at work, if you
happen to be at work at the White House, thatdemhole different slant on how to look at this.



AL: Did they close the case, saying that there -?
MT: There was never any case, it was just -
AL: Oh, it was never -

MT: No, | mean the papers never printed anythindhatthey were doing was investigating to
see if there was any validity to this sort of thiAgd had there been, and had they checked it
twice with everybody, then they would have prinitedThat’s just the same way they had with
the earlier Watergate stories. | mean, lots offisteries don’t become news stories if they
don't, if they aren’t. | mean, but they do havéotolooked into. Then these were like the top
newspapers of the country that were, all of thewge were looking in it. And I, | guess, to me
for some reason that was just too much and | dddidecome back to Maine and I've been back
ever since.

AL: Good for you. Now why don’t we talk about thghdieth birthday?

MT: Okay, the eightieth birthday was, what would thave been, six or seven years ago?
AL: That would have been in 1994, in the spring.

MT: Five years ago, Six.

AL: Almost six.

MT: Almost six years ago. Ginger Hillier | beliewas, she was like the coordinator, she set
the whole thing together, and she’s a great frighmiine and Mary Mac’s and Annie. She was
put in charge to find one person from each coumtyat interview some of the contemporaries of
Mr. Muskie to give to him as a gift for his eightiebirthday party which was held in Lewiston.
And Ginger asked me if I'd do it for Waldo Countgdause | lived there still, and | said, “Yes.”
And, oh, so that brought me back into where y@udss that’'s where you got my name anyway.
| interviewed Eben Elwell whom | think you haveeady interviewed, and I'm glad you got

him while you can. He probably has, he is mora obntemporary in experience and age. |
think he’s almost eighty now, with Mr. Muskie, ahe did a lot with him, you know, side by

side traveling all over the state and working onouss things. And Eben kindly agreed, and he,
| think he did at least a two hour tape, and it'syas presented to Mr. Muskie during his
birthday. And there was a real cozy feeling that.d mean it was a luncheon so that people
such as himself and his older people, older frieardb colleagues could come and get home in
time for supper, you know, instead of having ielat night and go, you know. So the room was
packed, oh, I think there might have been five hgirdred people | think. And | got there real
early with my friends, and we sat at the table s sitting in front of the head table, so we had
a good view. In back of us was all people we kngw, know, from various walks of life but
definitely the Democratic party. So, it was worfder | think Mr. Nicoll spoke, | had heard a

lot about him. He was a great, | think he reakgd Phyllis Murphy. Don, and my grandfather



Guy.

AL: He’s talked about them very fondly.

MT: Yeah, | think, and he was like a young, yourip¥e when Muskie ran.
AL: Yes, because he’s only in his very early seesniow, so.

MT: Yeah, so we're talking fifty years ago so, ydadwas in his late twenties, maybe. And
so he spoke, and a lot of other people did.

AL: Frank Coffin must have spoken?

MT: |think he must have. | don’t know whether Eifvéolette did, but | remember his name.
But | remember Mr. Muskie. It was so nice to se®;h hadn’t seen him, you know, in the flesh
for a long, long time.

AL: Did he say a lot, was he up and about?

MT: He was, yeah, he talked wonderf-, you know usg jthat same, that calm, caring voice.
You know, talked a little bit about his life wher was a child and going up through and how
honored he was to be sitting in the same room extrybody that wanted to celebrate his
birthday. It had been a surprise as far as | relpeemlt was, | don’t, the whole event may have
taken an hour and a half, maybe. But, and | thiekgat out like at one thirty, two, and
everybody could go home. And | went up, and | éhois hand, and I think | told you that he
had the softest handshake I've ever felt, juspidlen of his hand. | think it was my Aunt Helen
who said, when | mentioned that to her, she saittttat was a sign of a man who never made
his living with his hands. So, that's the lastailnrsaw Mr. Muskie. His wife was there. | don't,
some of the children were, but not all of them m'ddelieve. But | felt really good to have had
that opportunity.

AL: What would you say, looking back over Senatoske's career and your time living in
Maine, what his biggest influence was on Maine?

MT: Well, that the values of the Democratic Partyev@ore than just what | had heard my
folks talk about, that they were grounded in rgalitnd because of Mr. Muskie, there was
actually a reality that could make a differencesehese there was a party big enough in the state
of Maine to influence the type of leaders we eléctemean, up until that point, | mean it was
just, you went Republican, as | meant earlier, homehere was nothing. Nothing good came
from a Republican. And that’s a very, you knowtreme way of looking at things, but when

Mr. Muskie was elected into office it gave the \edwf the party substance. So that’s what |
will remember.

AL: Is there anything else that you'd like to adthatend here?



MT: No, other than the fact that I'm very pleasetidwe been asked to talk.
AL: Great, and we appreciate your doing it, too.

MT: Good.

AL: Thank you very much.

MT: You're welcome.

End of Interview
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