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Biographical Note

Kent Ward was born May 4, 1932 in Limestone, Maikis mother was a librarian and his
father worked in the gardening business. He hadrssiblings, graduated from high school in
1949 and went to Becker Junior College in Worcedfiaissachusetts to study journalism. Upon
graduation, he spent two years in Korea and thearbe the editor for theimestone Leader

and worked there for eight years. In 1962, he rdaeeheBangor Daily News&nd became their
Rockland Bureau Chief for three years. There, Bptdrom general assignment, to state editor
(covered politics for six years), to Maine editand retired as associate managing editor. At the
time of this interview he continued to contributédes to theBangor Daily News.
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Transcript

Kent Ward: ...remember that because when he put hididatdown he spelled it wrong.
So he’s done a lot and he knows, and he’s homelioée month of August. He’s at his,
Sugarloaf, he has a condo at Sugarloaf. He’'s adliaative and he comes home in August, so
he’d be ideal.

Greg Beam: Oh wow, yeah, yeah, she’s um in the processyoig to contact him right now.

In fact she just spoke to me about him yesterdag yau know, she’s been asking around, you
know, so that we can get some background so th#ithaee a place to start from. And, yeah, it
sounds very interesting. | don’t know, probablgher she or | will conduct that interview,
hopefully we’ll be able to schedule time with hilmstsummer. And I'm sure that’ll be very



interesting. I'm looking forward to it if | get tdo that, so, so it'll be interesting.
KW: Yeah, he’'d beunintelligible phrasg you know.

GB: Allright, so, all right, this is Greg Beam ahih here with Kent Ward at the Muskie
Archives in Lewiston, Maine. The date is July 256000 and it's 2:00 P.M. To begin, could
you please state your full name and spell it.

KW: OK. My name is Kent Ward, K-E-N-T, W-A-R-D, ahtlve in Winterport. And I've
worked, had worked for thBangor Daily Newsor thirty years give or take a few years, and I'm
still, even though | retired nine years ago, I stiite a weekly column for thBlews

GB: And when and where were you born?

KW: Limestone, up in The Countpoostook County is often referred to as “The Cguim
Maing. A county boy, on May 4th, 1932 so I'm sixty-big

GB: Wow. Did you grow up in Limestone?
KW: Yes, | did, yeah.
GB: Wow. And what were your parents’ names?

KW: Okay, my father's name was Frank and my mosheime was Muriel, and they’re both
of course deceased. | had, there were eight kittsei family, so four boys and four girls, six
still living, scattered around. Some in the coystme, one in California, one in Pennsylvania.
Lots of times people have to leave the county elieagh it's a great place to live, they have to
leave to find work, so.

GB: Yeah. What were your parents’ occupations upnmestone?

KW: My father was a, well in the later, his latée Wwas a, had a nursery business, nursery
store business, tree surgeon, that sort of thBig. he did a little bit of everything as most peopl
in those days did. Earlier on he worked on a fdrenworked for the town, he worked in the
woods operations for many years, and then he lsodvim business towards the end of it, it was
a nursery business.

My mother was a homemaker, with eight kids you icaagine. And, but when most of the kids
were grown up and gone, why she was a town libmaaiad she was the head cook for the school
lunch program. But she retired as the librariarthie town of Limestone. Which is where |

think one place where | got my love for books.av& a house full of books and half of them

I've read and half of them I’'m going to when | gebund to it. But I'm constantly reading and |
think | got a lot of that from her.

GB: What kind of stuff did you read when you werdd when you were growing up?



KW: Basically biographies. | never had the timefiition, | always felt that | wanted to
learn and it was biographies and histories and. strid | still read a lot of that but | have

accepted fiction in the last few years and enjaye®ut I'll read anything and everything

basically.

GB: Now where did you fall in the mix of those dighildren?

KW: 1 was next to the youngest. | have a youngethler still living in Limestone and he’s

two years younger than | am, so. The eight of esewsee, my oldest sister is about to celebrate
her eightieth birthday, so, and my younger brotbeixty-six so we had eight in the space of
fourteen years. But that was an average familyHfose days and in that part of the country, as
this part of the country. Large families were commm | remember going to school with a

couple of young fellows who were from a family efenty-four. Large families were common.
GB: From one mother?

KW: One mother. And she outlived the father.

GB: Wow, that's amazing, that’s astounding.

KW: But twelve, you know, twelve kids, ten kidgylet kids, that wasn’t unusual.

GB: Oh boy. Now, | was going to ask you, | knowtthimestone is a fairly small community
today, I'm wondering if it was so small back in seodays with so many kids hanging around.

KW: Twenty, | think twenty-four hundred before these came, Loring Air Force Base came
to town in 1948, ‘49, right in there. And then th&pulation grew to ten thousand because the
base proper is in Limestone and so Limestone govtmt all of the airmen and their dependents
for, the ones who lived on base, as part of theujadjon of the town of Limestone. So it grew to
about ten thousand, and now it's back down to tywouiir hundred roughly I think.

GB: Before Loring Air Force Base came in what waséconomic center or focus of the
community (nintelligible phrasg?

KW: Agriculture and potatoes.
GB: Potatoes, yeah.

KW: Yeah, farming was it. As in most of those camities, all of them up there except for
Madawaska which is a paper mill town. But othartlthat everything else was agricultural.

GB: Being so far north did you feel disconnectaxrfithe rest of the state or did you have any
connections?

KW: Well, yeah, | would say we were disconnect&d.go to Boston, when | got into high
school we used to take occasional trips to go damdhsee the Red Sox and it was, it was quite a



project. We used to go down and drive down, aatiwras before the Interstate also, drive down
and drive back, have done that. Oftentimes we evstdy over and see a couple of games but
we’ve driven down, driven back. That would be abgeez, a thousand mile round trip. It's
about four fifty from my home to Boston | think ufofifty, five hundred, something like that.

GB: It must have been a full day’s drive down tesi8m in those days.
KW: Oh yes, oh yes, yeah.
GB: Because | know it takes about, what, five hdtom Lewiston to Limestone today.

KW: Yeah. It's a, Limestone to Bangor is a threarhthree and a half, three fifteen hour
drive with the nice highways, as you say.

GB: Yeah. And what was the ethnic make up of Limas when you were growing up?

KW: White Anglo Saxon, Protestant. It's funny, town was really the buffer zone between
the Protestants and Catholics of the St. John Riaéley. From Fort Kent on down through
Van Buren and Hamlin was predominantly Roman Cathahd then starting in Limestone and
heading south were basically Protestant. So we wer buffer zone and it was kind of nice
growing up that way because you learned tolerymeknow. There wasn’t a lot of tolerance
between those two factions in many cases, but gu@wp where we all mingled in together
going to school every day, and my best friendBoanan Catholic. And it's not a big issue today
but in those days it was, it was, you know, sonmgtlio think about. We never had any
problems, we got along famously, you know. Butasvalways kind of glad that we were in an
area where we mixed, you know, and got to learh e#iter’s cultures. So I'd say my town was
probably half and half, maybe sixty-forty Protest@atholic.

GB: |see. And how were your parents involvechm timestone community when you were
growing up?

KW: Not, well, you know, participate in town meetinAs a matter of fact my father quite
vigorously. But, you know, the, and they of couasgays encouraged the kids to, you know,
play sports and join in and everything. But thesren't, | wouldn’t call them community
leaders.

GB: What kind of values would you say they instllia you nintelligible worg?

KW: Oh, hard work and don’t ever buy anything ceddr Pay cash or don’t buy it. Hard
work, | remember, my God. The child labor laws wbobme into play now but I, and
everybody else that | know of, | started pickinggtoes in the fields when | was five years old.
And that’s going out in the morning at six o’cloakd working until six at night, twelve-hour
day, and | of course picked potatoes all my lifgy know. It's a way to earn spending money, a
way to earn money for clothing and school supied that sort of thing. Everybody picked
potatoes around. But hard work | would say wowddabyou know, and respect for others and
all that but basically work ethic.



GB: Isee. And what religious denomination did y@long to, Protestant or -?
KW: Protestant or Methodist.
GB: Methodist. Were you strongly religious?

KW: No, no, not very strong. My mother of courkeags wanted everybody to be and we
humored her as kids growing up and went to chuaatyfregularly but later on we sort of
drifted away from it, so. But we were Protestaut tot strong.

GB: Isee. And when you were growing up and thhohigth school, what were your interests,
academic or otherwise?

KW: Well, sports. Every, anything to do with alpgbu know, basketball, baseball. We
didn’t have football but, track, winter sports. \W&ed to have a winter carnival with the
snowshoe and ski competition, that sort of thiBgit baseball and basketball, | was going to be
the next Loufame, | was going to play shortstop to the Clevelamdidns but somehow it
never worked out.

And then | always knew in high school that | wantedbe a newspaper man and don’t ask me
how | knew it, but | knew, |, it appealed to mealivays say jokingly | guess that | always, |
perceived early on that | could get in to most dagp for free and have a front row seat, you
know, and then report on it. | thought what bejidrcould there be than that. Sure as hell beat
picking potatoes for a living. So | always wantede in journalism, although we never called it
journalism in those days.

And in high school | was a, the Limestone corresigoi for Presque Isle radio station, WAGM,
and that really got me interested. And there |toacbver town meetings and that, and | was just
a kid in high school, and had to file my reportslyably three times a week and it was on the
radio and everything. And then I followed thathyp after | graduated from high school in 1949

| went to Becker Junior College in Worcester, Mabsaetts and took a journalism course. And
then went in the Army and served two years in th@y here, two here and Korea.

And then when | got out | became the editor forhmynetown weekly which was, had just
started up. It was called thémestone Leadeaind | was the news editor there for eight years
before | moved on to thBangor Daily Newsnd became their Rockland bureau chief down in
Rockland in 1962. And then moved into Bangor thyears later and, you know, stayed there for
thirty years @nintelligible phrasg General assignment, state editor, covered pslitr about

six years, three legislative sessions, and thearbedaine editor. M-A-I-N-E, state of Maine
editor, which was in charge of the city desk areldtate desk. And then retired as associate
managing editor, it was the last, oh, eight, tear ygyuess, assistant managing editor and then
associate managing editor.

GB: Right, now backing up a little bit, your timersing in Korea, did it have a profound
impact on you?



KW: Yeah, | would say so. | didn’t get over thdreyok basic, the war was still on. The war
got over in July 27th in 1953. | got over theret jaféer Christmas of 1953, first week in January
| think. So as you can imagine it was still prethpoverished, | mean, the war had only been
over five, six months. Yeah, it had quite an dffat me because everything was so damn,
everybody was so poor. A lot of orphans, you knamg that sort of thing.

And | certainly knew how lucky we were to be Amans after seeing that, that culture there.
Now today there’s all the difference in the worktween South Korea and North Korea between
the two systems, you know. Democratic system irtlS&orea and then the dictator up north
there, | mean, and the systems show which is befethat particular time it was, you know, as
you can imagine, the war had just gotten over aittl it was pretty bleak.

GB: Yeah. What were your political views then?
KW: What were they then or what are they now?
GB: What were they then and you can trace it thihpygu know, to -

KW: No, they’re the same now as they always wétesay I’'m a Republican, moderate,
moderate to conservative. I'm certainly not a emwative Republican by any means. I, I'm a
Republican | would say in the mold of, of somebbkg Bill Cohen, you know, able to see both
sides of the picture instead of far left or famtig

GB: And is there a history of | guess affiliatioittwthe Republican Party in your family, or
(unintelligible phrasg?

KW: Ohyes, oh sure. | mean, most, well in thegnvhgrew up, when | was growing up it
was predominantly Republican. This, I think my toWwome town now has since become
Democratic, | would say by the, by their, they kedgrting Democrats to the legislature so | got
a feeling that the tide has turned there. But, ygaedwing up you'd hear people, my father
included, say something like, “He’s a pretty damgedd feller for a Democrat,” you know,
(unintelligible phrasgfor a Democrat so there was a distinctionigtelligible phrasg

GB: Now, actually I just thought of something, Igoing to back track again even further.
You were growing up for a time during the Depressi®o you have any recollections of that
era?

KW: Well | was born in the Depression, | was barf82, yeah. Well yeah, just that we were
poor, we didn’t know it, you know, as it often haps you don’t know it until later. But
everybody else was poor too, also. But | do renesrtiie, the, | guess you'd call it welfare
assistance today, the food that was handed obieisdhools. All the kids got little lunches, |
can remember, breakfasts, the little boxes of Matereal. | don’t think I've ever seen it since,
it's something like cream of wheat only darker.a@ges, an orange a day, that sort of thing.
And, but we weren’t any worse off than anybody glse whole town was, you know, in the
same boat. | remember those, of course thenwtsit] was a very young kid then and then by



the time | got into high school why things were imetter.

Everything depended on potatoes again and those goed potato years. That's when Maine,
Aroostook county led the nation in potato produttidhey since, oh, Idaho and a few other
states have taken over, but in those days whengestavere good everybody lived well, you
know. It's some-, the saying went, when the markgtod we have a lot of cash and when it's
not we eat a lot of hash. You know, we always hatdfpes to eat, so. No, everything depended
on agriculture and when the Depression got over aiiid times, in the forties, Second World
War, right in that era, that was a good time in@stook County.

GB: Now, I'm curious. Did your father consider Rewoelt pretty good for a Democrat, or?

KW: No, I, he, my father worked on a WPA projentthe town of Limestone they built this
huge dam and we had a nice pond for swimming dnéadl it's still there today, but that was a
WPA project so, and he was employed by that, sspact Roosevelt probably was all right at
the time.

GB: Okay, so back to where we left off, you camekifaom Korea and did you say you went
straight to théBangor Daily Newsor?

KW: Oh, let's see, 1954, no, | went to thmestone Leader
GB: Oh,Limestone Leadethat’s right, that's right. Um.

KW: And | worked under the G.I. Bill- was what theslled on the job training and | think my
employer, | made sixty five dollars a week and mpyer only had to pay fifteen dollars of
that and the government under the G.I. Bill pa&l ather fifty. So that was a good program
because | probably, if it hadn’t been for the @ill, | probably wouldn’t have gotten that job
because he got me for peanuts. But it was goodrexpe.

GB: And what did you do there?

KW: Well | was everything. There was my boss wbld sidvertising and then | did
everything else. | took the photos, wrote theiegrtook care of the newsboys, helped with the
billing, circulation, and just everything exceptlisg ads. And like | say, it was an experience,
you know, that you couldn’t buy. | mean you gotrieet all kinds of people in all kinds of
situations and did a little bit of everything.

GB: |see. Did you just write on the Limestone &ndostook area or did you kind of spread
out through the state for that job?

KW: No, it was more Limestone and Loring Air FoRa&se, just aunintelligible phrasg
Because we were one of, we were a small weekhiktour circulation was only three
thousand. And there were of course weeklies drti@bther towns around here, Caribou,
Presque lIsle, Fort Fairfield, Houlton all had weéseklso we were small fish.



GB: Isee. Actually, 1954, so when you took tlodt jhat was the same year, you know,
Muskie was running for governor. Did you have angounters with that campaign?

KW: No because by the time | got there it was Ddxaaof ‘54 so . . . .

GB: Oh, boy, okay, so the election was all done.

KW: Yeah, | was still in Korea when he was, yeampaigning, so | don’t know that, that
election at all except to know that there were mlper of what were referred to as quite a few
Muskie Republicans who voted for Muskie because&® such a good man to vote for, you
know. And that's where that term came into beihgf election | believe. But | don’t know
much about that election.

GB: Sure, sure. What was your reaction, thougimieg back and hearing, wow, we just had
this Democrat elected to, you know, elected as gmreThe first time it had happened in a long
time. Who would have thought.

KW: |thought he must be quite a special guy, ymovk and thought it was something. But |
don’t remember being, you know, politically, alatipolitically aware at that time, if | ever was.
| was just glad to get home, get out of the Armyg get home.

GB: So how long did you say you were with thmestone Lead@r

KW: Eight years, eight years until 1962 when | waamd worked for th&angor News.

GB: Bangor News.

KW: Bangor Daily News.

GB: Okay, and what were you first covering when y@nt to theBangor Daily New3

KW: 1 was the Rockland bureau chief, and on Roakfan, and | covered all of Knox county
and parts of Waldo, for three, three and a halfyéguess. | moved into Bangor in mid ‘65.

GB: Moved into Bangor in ‘65, okay.

KW: Yeah, fall of ‘65.

GB: Okay. And what kind of stories did you covethose first three years in that area?

KW: Oh, there again everything, because as a bateafiyou’re almost, it was almost the
same situation as back in Limestone except | didante to worry about circulation and
newsboys and everything else. But | did storidgtever came up. | mean, you know, tragedies

or anything to do with the port of Rockland. Pafti when politicians came through, and took all
my own photos.



In those days we were hooked up to Bangor by &fdemachine and | had to share it with John
Day down in, who was the Machias bureau chief @it $ame time, and so we shared a tele-, a
line | should say, and had to fight for air timegtet our stories into Bangor. Of course
everybody waits until the deadline and then evedyttoies to get on the line and file their
stories. If Machias has got the teletype tiedhgntRockland couldn’t use it and vice versa, so.
But | had a woman who worked for me, a, you knoseeretary, a puncher, she punched
(unintelligible word in the machine but other than that | did everyghinyself for three years.

But Rockland’s an awful nice place, nice peoplajinreled me a lot of Aroostook county people,
Maine people in general. But it's an easy, | thiilk an easy place to cover because first of all
you can’t go east without you're in the Atlanticean and you go west and you only got to go-
coming from Aroostook county | thought the distasmgeKnox county were ridiculously close.
Because you only had to go fifteen miles to Unishich was the fringe of my coverage area,
you know, fifteen miles or whatever to Waldoboigefmiles to Thomaston, seven miles to
Camden. | thought, my God, up home in the courttgrmwyou go anywhere you have to pack a
lunch, you know, to go over to the next town. Asadl thought that covering Knox County was
really quite easy as far as getting around. BwMer told my bosses that.

GB: Want to make them think you were working harti@n you were, right?

KW: Well we used to work long hours, get up to ealistrict court and I'd have to be in there
by eight thirty, in district court, and be workingtil sometimes eleven o’clock at night. It just
depends on the flow of the news, but that's nomvak day for, or it used to be anyway, for
news people, newspaper people.

GB: That's changed since?

KW: It's changed now because, especially wherelpearp, where papers might be unionized
and you have to pay overtime. Those days you rmgseovertime, | mean you just covered the
story and you worked nights, Sundays, holidays,texex it took to cover the story. And you
had your two weeks vacation and didn’t have to wafyout it. But now everything, it's
restricted, you can only work so many hours and tiet in overtime and the bosses don't like to
pay overtime so, scheduling.

GB: So were you on a wage at that time?
KW: Yeah, salary, yeah.

GB: Okay. And do any issues from that time pop ydur head that were particularly
interesting that you covered, any big stories, or?

KW: Well my most interesting story | think was,overed a, while | was down in the space of
three years there were several escapees from the i8tate Prison which is in Thomaston. It's
only five miles away, it's part of my coverage ardzut this one, one guy escaped, his name was
Albert Paul, and he’s since escaped several timeRemember the saying ‘Albert Paul went
over the wall’. And he actually escaped from ieside state prison and he, he was out for



several days and he had holed up in a barn owataimen and this old couple lived there, old
farmer and his wife. And Albert was up in the magw sleeping and stealing vegetables out of
their garden and the old farmer noticed that hizimbers were missing and he thought it was
animals and he went out with a shotgun.

Anyway, he rousted out, he found Albert Paul slegpn the barn and he brought him into the
house, with his gun. And then Albert Paul and thiscouple sit down and talked all morning
and he, either he made blueberry muffins, or Il lbink the woman, the wife made him
blueberry muffins and they had a hell of a niceetifiou know, social chit chat, and then Albert
went on his way down the road.

And of course after he had gone they sort of caaththe authorities and | got wind of it. So |
went over to interview the old couple and whateagjstory it was. | mean, here he is, in a
picture, he is standing in his bib overalls, yowknan old grey haired guy maybe in his late
seventies. And she was there just a typical cowtnyan, nice, solid, soul of the earth Mainer
and they told me the story about how he wasn’t subhd fellow, you know, kinda enjoyed him.
And, geez, | had, | got a great story. | remenifelayed at page one with the picture and
everything else, and that was probably the mostasting story | ever did. Yeah, | mean it was,
| just, I, and | got the story by paying attentitimere again, being on the job and listening to the
scanner. | heard scanner transit and so |, thelytsaiaddress where this had happened over on
the Fintown Road in Warren in Waldoboro and sanlagger and interviewed them before the
cops were there to shoo me away.

Subsequently he, Albert Paul was picked up byrikla major. The major at the Thomaston
barracks was out driving in an unmarked car ancAlBaul was hitchhiking and a state trooper
picked him up and took him back to Thomaston. Aadubsequently I think broke out again
either once or twice and then he, he got in soraktreuble. I'm not sure, he might have killed a
person later on or whatever, but he was an infagesharacter, | remember that.

GB: Did you ever get to talk to him?

KW: Not to him.

GB: Now, did, I'm curious, did these people knowtthe was an escaped convict?

KW: Oh yeah, yeah, oh yeah, yeah they knew.

GB: Did they ever get in trouble for that, becait'seaiding and abetting or something?

KW: No, no, they just, no because after he haddé#r they had fed him and, they did
contact the authorities, you know.

GB: Oh, so they just kind of let it slide, yeaH,rajht.

KW: Yeah, no, it was a real good, it was a niceystd@ hat's probably one of the better stories
that | did. But it was a, Rockland is a good plamestrange things happening. | mean, you got



the ocean, like | say, and the lobster men anéthaftways something going on there, from
people cutting other people’s traps to whatevemd A's, you know, with the lobster festival and
the tourism and all that sort of thing, it's a pydively community. There’s always something
going on. If you can’t turn out a lot of copy asews man there you can’t turn it out anyplace.
It's everywhere.

GB: So you enjoyed your time there?

KW: Oh much, very much, yeah. In fact | still hdsrends and | still go back quite regularly.
My dentist is still in Rockland, after all theseays | go down there.

GB: How, that must be a trip from Bangor?

KW: 1live in Winterport. It's only, oh, remembeow where | come from, it's only forty
miles one way.

GB: Now where is Winterport?

KW: Winterport’s thirteen miles south of Bangortbe river, yeah,unintelligible word.
GB: So what, you moved to Bangor in 19657

KW: Yeah.

GB: And how did that come about, what brought yo8angor?

KW: Well, | had an interview. | thought | was gegfia little stagnant in Rockland because
there’s another thing that happens in Rocklanl@Samoset Hotel. They have conventions
every year, and you've got to say well, if thislidy 25th this must be the Maine Medical
Association, you know, every year the same thimgd Athought, my God, another couple more
years of this and I'm going to be talking to mysgtiu know, same stories year after year.

And so |, there was a job open in Augusta at thetDif Economic Development, they needed a
PR guy. And John Reed was the governor then, amht over and interviewed for it and he
subsequently chose somebody else. But in the nme@ntny managing editor knew that | was
looking and so he come down and offered me theja@ssistant state editor if | were to move
into Bangor, be a general assignment reporter. 1Ahdn’t get the other job anyway, and I'm
awfully glad | didn’t by the way. I, my professiimthe journalism profession, I'm so glad that,
you know, how things work out. I'm glad | did na¢tghat job with DED, Department of
Economic Development. So | was able to stay imrjalism and thirty some years later | retired.

GB: Now why did you apply for that job with the DED
KW: Well, like | said, | was getting a little, | did know, the word’s not sick but I, you know,

covering the same thing year after year after ylgast felt it was time to move on to bigger
challenge really, you know. Not that Rockland wiaamice place to cover but, you know, after



the fourth time around, why, it got to be old hat.

GB: There wasn’t anything about that job in pafacihat interested you, it was just a way
out.

KW: Oh no, no, no, no, yeah, yeah, | wanted tcamted to move up.
GB: [Isee. So what were you covering when you canigangor?

KW: Bangor, | was a general assignment reporteichwheans that you cover everything,
which is what | wanted to do anyway. | mean yodaty a murder, tomorrow a traffic accident,
the next day, you know, Senator Muskie coming tgloar whatever. And so | did that for a
while. But | was also, at the same time | wasab&stant state editor which means we were in
charge of, well my desk was in charge of all theespondents out in the field and all the
bureaus, plus about eight or ten reporters rigitetion the desk in Bangor. And we had, at that
time we used to have a correspondent in everg littivn in eastern Maine. We had a hundred
and twenty correspondents | think at the time. Amd know, little old ladies that, sending in
news briefs and things, and we gradually did awdly that system and then just relied on the
bureaus and that's where we are today. Was, Batigdhe Maine office and then we have, now
| guess they probably have ten or twelve bureamsrar the state. And then from the state
editor, as assistant state editor | also startgdraay politics in ‘67, 103rd legislature was the
first legislature.

GB: Allright, and did you cover mostly legislatigessions, or did you cover, you know, all
kinds of politics, campaigns and -?

KW: All kinds. But I did spend most of the timeAaigusta. But at time we didn’t, now the
people who cover Augusta for tBangor Newdive in Augusta. But then | had to travel back
and forth. | was there like, they would only miet three days a week, the legislature, three or
four days a week. So I'd go over there and stahénSenator Motel for two or three nights and
then come back and work weekends in Bangor. Aatlgbt to be quite a rat race. But | did
also cover various campaigns, too.

GB: Such as?

KW: Well, Governor Curtis, anybody running for coegp or United States senate. Didn’t
bother with the legislative campaigns because tivere just too damn many of them, you
know. Unless they happened to be, you know, ackattwith somebody else out of Bangor or
something, why you might give them some ink, but.

GB: | see, okay, so what were some of the, whenwene covering those legislative sessions,
those three legislative sessions you covered?

KW: No, I think I did, I think it was three and ththere might have been a special session in
there later on to help out, too, but | think it wasintelligible word.



GB: What were some of the big issues in the legyistaat that time?

KW: Well as | recall the, unless my memory failsimeee, and it's been quite a while, but |
think that for a session | was there was eitheiSABs, the school administrative districts were
formed that year or maybe just the session beBuearound the same time the University of
Maine system was consolidated. That was a bigisRemember they used, | don’t know if
you realize, but there used to be the differentmases: Augusta, Machias, Fort Kent and
Gorham and all that. Which they’re still there thay were separate, you know. Now they're
one system. That was the big issue | think inlid@rd or 104th. And then, well the usual
budget problems, you know. One that would startdvauld be the consolidation of the
University of Maine system, | guess. I'll probalhynk of a dozen more when I’'m headed back
to Bangor.

GB: All right, now some of these campaigns you cedgyou covered Ken Curtis’s
campaign?

KW: Yeah, yeah.
GB: And could you tell me about that?

KW: Ken Curtis was and is one of the nicest guysd/ever want to meet and if you can’t
like Ken Curtis you don’t like anybody. And just satural, very fun, a lot of fun to be with.
He’s about my same age, he’s about the same dgaras And honest, forthright, tell you stuff
that he probably shouldn’t be telling you, you knosnd just a joy to campaign with.

GB: What sort of things did he tell you that hel@bly shouldn’t have been telling you?

KW: Well, number one, he might give you some ingiditics and, so that you would know
later when something was going to happen. | ca@lly give you any examples but it's, it's
things like-. As a news man you learn early on, glon’'t write everything you know. And if you
show a politician that he can, he or she can trost they might tell you something off the
record just so that you'll be prepared for somegtdown the road. And if you can pass that test
why you generally have a pretty good source later That’'s not to say that you cover up stuff,
it's just to say that you know that you don’t wréeerything you know.

GB: You tactfully decided what to put in print.

KW: Yeah, and then later, later lots of times yan write it but timing is everything. But

Ken Curtis was good about that, about cluing mi® ithings that might be going to happen. But
he was a very, and is, | keep saying was, is agegarious person and the public adored him
as far as | could see. | mean he was, once youmleadhim, you know, he, he was very popular
as a governor and as a campaigner.

GB: Did you cover anything having to do with Muskigice presidential campaign in ‘687?

KW: 1 covered the, yes | did. | covered the Demiacidational Convention for thews |



was out in Chicago. And | also went to the 1972vemtion in Miami Beach, both Republican
and Democrat, so | got to cover three national eatiens including the ‘68 with the riots and
all.

GB: Yeah, that was a pretty wild, wild week, wast?t

KW: Yeah, yeah, | can still smell the tear gas, koow, taste it. We weren’t, we were at the
Holiday Inn, which wasn’t in the center of the &iti, you know, all the demonstrations and all
that. But we got down, myself and some of the gtles, Severin Beliveau and a few more got
down to see part of it. A lot of it happened while were in session, in the, the convention was
in session. As a matter of fact, it was so baithénstreets while the convention was going on
that a lot of the people, not a lot but some dekgand delegations were insisting that they
suspend the convention because everybody was wgtitlon TV, the rioting in the streets, and
here’s the convention going on. But they didrigde people all got gaveled down as | recall
and the convention continued on and Mayor Daleytimarshow. But it was an exciting time, no
doubt about that.

| remember when Hubert Humphrey announced thattS8eNaiskie would be his vice
presidential candidate, partner, nominee. Didké& bn a four o’clock, the day after Humphrey
had won the nomination. About four o’clock the nafternoon he announced that Muskie would
be, I think it was a, as | recall, a contest betwkiskie, boiled down to Muskie, Fred Harris of
Oklahoma, Sargent Shriver basically were the finede left standing and he chose Muskie over
Fred Harris. In those days, now like today theyammounce the Republican nominee Dick
Cheney and | guess the Democrats will do likeweseile their convention, but in those days as
| recall they didn’t do this until the conventiomu know. Even though, maybe, you know,
there was a lot of speculation and a lot of itfgratcurate, but they never named them until the
actual convention. So that's a change.

GB: That must have been a pretty exciting annouecémhat Ed Muskie was going to be the
vice presidential candidate.

KW: Oh yeah, the Democrats, the Democratic delegatitraveled with them of course out
and back and everything, and they were sky highedn just ecstatic, you know, it just, a native
son of Maine. Those were heady days for the Deat®cno doubt about it.

GB: Was it exciting for you even as a Republican?

KW: Yeah, it was, oh, definitely, yeah. See, doty’t, yeah, I'm a registered Republican but
I’m not, you know, | cover them both with equaluegfavor or disfavor, however you want to
look at it. You know, it was exciting, of courgenias exciting just to be in Chicago, to have
what was happening happen, you know, that wasiegart itself. But to be, to be there with
the national press corps and everything coveriegtmvention as they were covering it was
kind of nice, kind of exciting for a small town nspaperman from Maine, you know. But you
could feel the, you know, felt the pride and althe delegation, sure.

GB: What are your memories of the riot and that kvmoess?



KW: Well, | just remember that there was an awdubif, well, | guess you’d call it police
brutality. | mean they were, they ran amok. | m#éaay just, they were bashing kids, you know,
for no particular reason other than that they loag Ihair probably and were, you know, saying
things, saying nasty things to, showing nasty thitogthe cops. But they tear gassed them and
beat them and everything. | remember being dowm#xt day and the National Guard was all
lined up around Brandt Park and had their riflethatready and there were barbed wire, rolls of
barbed wire. But, and trying to talk to the NatibGaardsmen and they wouldn’t talk to you,
you know, just move along, move along, right. Ambt shoved into a, and | had my press
credentials on and | was walking down the stredtlagot shoved into a taxi cab by a cop, along
with another journalist. And | wasn’t even goingydsn’t going anywhere, | wanted to stay
there on the sidewalk and he says, get in theckharshoved me in this taxi cab and we pulled
off.

GB: Oh wow. Can you hold on one second, I'm gdmng. . .

End of Side A, Tape One
Side B, Tape One

GB: This is fantastic. We're now on Side B of thpe of an interview with Kent Ward. And
you were just telling me about the riots out in€gjo. Um, so this cop shoved you into the taxi
| suppose because they were trying to get the newst of there?

KW: Oh yeah, get the hell out, get everybody thespe-, they didn't like the news men
(unintelligible word, yeah, around watching them. So they were, Itdarow, they just, like |
say they were, well, you’d have to say out of colntwor on the edge of being out of control |
thought. But of course I'd never seen anything lilkat before either, you know, so how do you
judge, | mean was this worse than the other or, tie last riot, you know? And really, of
course and the cops have a tough job, too, you khowan let’s face it, they’re damned if they
do and damned if they don’t, so it's. And I've gotsay this, that the kids were provoking them,
| mean there’s no doubt about that. It was al&ietnam of course, the Vietnam War. | mean
that was the basis for the, for the demonstrations.

GB: Did you cover the Vietham War in any respect?

KW: No, not really, | mean you know, just guys coghback and that sort of thing. But no,
never wrote extensively about it.

GB: I'm curious, did you write, did you comment thre riot in your report on the convention?

KW: Yeah, | did, you know, and | can’t find, | tight | had all of those papers home and I'm
sure | do some place. And | should have gone pighiato theBangor Daily New®efore |

came down here to see what | wrote. But yes, teyidovas writing, | had started writing a
political column then as well as covering politaasd that column evolved into what | write
today which | call modified smart ass. It's deveddpnto a whole different column but it started
out as a politics column and, political column. Angdrote some from there but | can’t recall



what | said other than what | just told you badicalou know, and elaborated on. There were
some pretty weird sights, | remember that.

GB: Soin 72 you covered the Democratic Nationah@ntion again and the Republican
National Convention as well.

KW: Right, yeah, both in Miami Beach as | recall.
GB: They were both in Miami Beach, all right. Wigne was first?

KW: 1think the Republicans in August, and | rememlve ran a big promotional ad in the
Bangor Daily Newsnd, with my, a full page ad, with my picture tvand it says, Why is this
man going to Miami Beach in August®@n{ntelligible phrasgdumb, right. Then it said to cover
the Republican National Convention. Yeah, the Répans were first and then the Democrats
and there again. Let’s see, that was Nixon, yeagri\ they’d be, yeah.

GB: Yeah, it must have been uncontested, yeah.

KW: Yeah, and that one was okay. And then the Reat®, they weren’t as exciting.
Nothing, everything paled in comparison to Chicafjoourse. You know, | mean it was fun to
be there, nice to be there and, you know, see tpegygoing on. But it wasn't, it wasn't the
eye opener that Chicago was.

GB: Was it a different experience, was there sedtifit dynamic between the two conventions,
the Republican and the Democratic in ‘72?

KW: 1don’t know how to answer that. Both, thegaia, thirty years ago, right? | don’t
remember much about it to tell you the truth. | mezther than that it was a lot of work. It
sounds glamorous, by the way, from the point olwid the newsman. But | remember myself
and Dave, David Bright went with me as a photogeaphe was a reporter then but he was a
good photographer, but he went on his own. And belavtake pictures and | would do the copy
and then we’d try to, have to get them back to BangVhen you cover these things, like | say it
sounds dramatic and everything else but it's adfedl ot of work because you're off first of all
collecting your report that you're going to writedathen you’ve got to write it, and then you've
got to file it and make sure that Bangor gets ith®ydeadline. And then you got to worry about
the pictures, and by the time you look up it's nigdht and everybody’s, you know, gone, you
know, and then you got to get up early the nextmmgy and start over again. So it's an awful
lot of work and what | remember about both of thaswell as about Chicago, was the amount
of work and almost drudgery really, once the newmnesre off of being in Miami Beach, right.

So | don’t remember, | do remember that the Denteciavid Bright and | decided to take a . .
.. There again the Democrats had some demonsty#tey seem to attract demonstrators more
than the Republicans, or did then. And they hathallhippies and yippies and yuppies and
whatever. And so David Bright and | decided onemmg before the convention opened in the
afternoon, late in the afternoon, we said, letieeta walk down to Hippieville. They had taken
over this ball park in Miami Beach. So we werekiay along, and so | have a crew cut, this is



important to remember, and we’re walking along Hredcops had these little way stations,
they're like grass huts, you know, the tropicshtigAnd there’s a cop in there, it's a station. So

| stop, we stop, | said to the officer, | says, @an tell me how to get to whatever the name of
the park was, Liberty Park | think it was, wherktlaé hippies are? He says, sorry, you just keep
walking with that haircut and you’ll find them soenough. {nintelligible phrasg, and of

course all the hippies were longhaired, dope sngpéimd everything. And he was right because
they thought | was an undercover cop, | guess kyouv.

GB: So you were warmly received by the police?

KW: That's right, especially with a guy with me wé camera, so they were sure that we
were undercover cops with all these big plots,trighut | remember, anyway so we hung
around and we went through anohintelligible phrasg it was a zoo. | mean guys hanging
upside down from the goal posts smoking pot.

| mean just, just, and then they organized a brgge right up Biscayne Boulevard and | saw a
picture of it today. In fact Dave Bright made a pister out of it and we gave one to Ken Curtis
when we were back. They had this great big paaade Biscayne Boulevard is, | mean my
God, it's got to be ten, twelve, twenty lanes asrass the main drag. And here’s all the hippies
and they got this great big banner, and | don'wkifd can say this but | guesar{intelligible
phrase, great big banner that said, “Fuck the Democraigd | said, “David, I've got to get in
that picture.” So | went out in front of the, iroht of them, and here | am walking right in front
of them and snapped me and behind me there’s &g Qig rabble with this banner. It must
have been fifty feet, “Fuck the Democrats” and wadma poster out of it and we gave a picture
to Ken Curtis later and he laughed.

But, and they, | mean they had, | think George Walhad just been, had the attempt made on
his life and was in a wheelchair at the time areythad a guy dressed up as George Wallace and
they were wheeling him down under this banner. Amdé was a zoo. So, that was, that
convention was more fun than the Republican comwmentve got to say that. That's two for

three that were.

GB: So you had a couple of fun experiences at erasingst all the work, yeah. All right,
wow. All right, well, so do you recall what actlyall mean | imagine at the Republican
convention it was pretty much, you know, a safetbat Nixon, you know, would be their
candidate going up for reelection. Do you recdlhivoccurred at the Democratic convention as
far as the, was there some last minute battlinggdxen candidates, do you recall at all?

KW: Boy, I can't, isn’t that funny, | just, | jusen’t. | mean | remember Senator Muskie
meeting with the Maine delegation and Governor Swft course being there and everything but
just, | just can't.

GB: Sure. Did you cover the primaries leadingahe convention?

KW: Yeah, | must have covered them because | cdyaoltics from ‘67 to ‘73 roughly, so
yeah, | would have, yeah.



GB: Does any of that come to mind, anything that seported on from the primaries?
KW: Well, | remember following, Senator Muskie rgio, you want -?
GB: Sure, sure.

KW: Okay, he was campaigning and it was right at Hrea and sometime in the early
seventies | guess. But, this would be an anecddik about his, quote, terrible temper, you
know. We, | had been following him around all ddg.those days, unlike now where
everything is a TV spot, in those days they acjualtnt around and campaigned at the factory
gates. Started five thirty in the morning, Batmliorks, the gun manufacturing place in Saco
there, Great Northern, you know. The guys weresetla¢five thirty in the morning and they
worked, campaigned until, geez, nine, ten at night.

So you know, I'd been following Muskie around sartinMaine this day, and there again like |
say starting early in the morning. And we were atfSrd, we were at Sanford and he was
addressing the Sanford Rotary Club, and this vkas ti would have been about seven o’clock,
seven thirty at night after a long hard day campiaig, and | was the only reporter there and |
was out back taking notes and everything. And $mug said something to him after his
speech, you know, or he was still up for the qoaséind answer period, and it just set him off. |
mean, he, like a Roman candle, right? And heisagdfect, this isn’t, these aren’t the exact
words but this was in effect. He says, look, hessaglon’t care if you like it or not, I'm not

going to get any votes here anyway and so thiseisMay it is, you know, take it or leave.

And he (nintelligible phrasg you know, and | wrote a column about it and d@sva pretty good
column, you know, about how he reacted there aedyé&ving and the reason for it, because |
can’t remember the question now but he was rightaot that way. And anyway, about three
days later | get a letter from Senator Muskie anmeean, | says, oh geez, what, you know, he’s
got to be really pissed about that column, I'm sught? And so | open it, and it's marked
personal and confidential down on the bottom ofi¢iier so some secretary doesn’t open it.
And opened it up and it says, and there again Bnajphrasing, but this is the gist of it. Dear
Ken, | just wanted to drop you a note to say whaba hit the nail right on the head with that
column. That was the best reporting I've seen endghtire campaign, keep up the good work and
show them young fellows how to do it up in Bangid. I've got the letter at home, you know,
some-, there again | can't find it, buinintelligible phrasg

Jesus, you know, that temper of his, | guess he wskow shall | say, strategically. | mean he,

he used it as part of his, | mean, to get contver the audience | guess basically. | don’t think,
in other words | don’t think he was as really agiraa | thought he might have been at the time,
you know what | mean?

| saw him another time, this is a great story aeBangor Daily Newswe still laugh about it
today. He was in for an editorial conference nmgpéind the gal who was doing politics at the
time, this was after me, and she says somethititeteffect, the question was, Okay Senator
Muskie, you've done all this stuff for the Unitethfs and for the country and everything, can



you tell me what you've done for Maine lately? Amchew, boy did that set him off, you know.
GB: | canimagine.

KW: It was a good question but maybe it could Hzeen phrased a little more diplomatically,
you know. And so that was another instance ofdnigper. But there again what, in retrospect |
often think that he, he knew when to display hisger and not and | think he never got upset
about the big things. I think it was the littlertgs that might have set him off. But | think the
bigger things, the larger, more important thingsdfeected a lot. He might have lost his temper
but it wasn’t the Roman candle kind. So, but thitte only brush | had with his temper and |
thought he was going to, you know, be all over me lae actually praised me so, you know.

GB: So you must have been very impressauigelligible word you got that letter from him.

KW: Ohyes, oh my God, yeah, yeah, and | had kieideip on my bulletin board for a year or
so and somebody said, geez, you ought to takeltveht and save it because, you know, some
day that’s going to, you’re going to appreciatd thare than you do now. And | said, geez,
boy, that was right, and | did take it down andit pp away and | can't find it, but | know it's in
my house someplace. I'll find it some day probably

GB: That's fantastic. So it's your opinion thabuknow, he was always in control, very in
control of his temper?

KW: Yeah, yeah, | think so, yeah. And | think lsediit as a, strategically. | think, | may not
be saying this right but | would think that he didhore as a control move. In other words, set
the mood and then you got them eating out of yamdhthey’re going to pay attention after you
get their attention. That's, I've thought of iathway, | think he, it played to his strength reall
But | mean | guess he did have a temper. | nearagy instance of it other than that night at
Sanford, that’s the only time | ever saw his temper

GB: Now, did you ever have any encounters with Eékie besides as a reporter, did you
have any personal encounters with him?

KW: No, not really, no.

GB: Would you say, did you know him at all, | me#id you get to meet him and talk to him
as a reporter?

KW: Only as a reporter, yeah. And then | may hraeg and then | guess | probably met Jane
once or twice but I'm sure she wouldn’t remember yo®1 know. He would remember me
because of knowing him, but, and | never met artheikids. | never met Steve or Ned or any of
the kids, so no, | didn’t know him all that wellmean | knew him enough to respect him, you
know.

GB: Well outside of, you know, we’ve already talkaabut his temper. Outside of that what
were your personal impressions of him, face to%ace



KW: Ohl, I mean, first of all physically impressito start with, that’s for starters. And very
articulate, smart, | mean just, you know, inteliigas all get out. And | always got the
impression that he never suffered fools easily, kimow. A little impatient with people who
weren’t prepared, you know, not prepared to inesvhim or whatever, you know. And |
always figured that he and Senator Smith, Margahetse Smith, were a cut above the other
politicians. And that’s saying something becaus&&bad some darn good ones, | mean you
know, we got George Mitchell and Bill Cohen and gineup that’'s there now. We’ve been
lucky, been fortunate in having some great conggaasdelegations, small but effective.

And | always thought that Senator Muskie and Serfamoith were a cut above, which is not to
denigrate the others either because they weregligood but these people were really good.
And | always thought that Muskie had a knack fanpoomising, you know, and, to get the job
done. | know that he always stuck to his prin@pldis integrity was beyond reproach and if he
thought something was the right way to do somethmgvasn’t going to compromise his
principles, he was going to stick to them, and tixs$ obvious in his career. You know, very
impressive man.

GB: Did you ever cover Margaret Chase Smith?

KW: Yeah, | covered her about the same time ofssuyreah, and did a couple of campaigns
with her. That was an entirely different experen&he, there again, was smart and very
effective and everything. A little, | always thdua little harder to, well, to get to know. The
difference in covering, say, her and Ken Curtisigan covering Ken Curtis was a joy, | mean it
was just fun. Covering Margaret Chase Smith was,always wanted to be on your toes and
proper and everything and there wasn’t too muchyl@round, you know, as there would have
been with a Ken Curtis or a John Baldacci or soimgtlike that. So you were always sort of on
your toes covering her and that was, it wasn't, kow, it wasn’t difficult but it was not as
much fun as covering some other people. | puit @ay diplomatically.

GB: |see.

KW: Her press secretary, or her, he was more tha&tnhiie was her executive assistant, Bill
Lewis, who did a lot of work for her and speeched that sort of thing, was very controlling of
her | thought. Nothing wrong with it but | meamtkeverything was coordinated pretty much.
GB: So would you say it was a bit more forbidding?

KW: Yeah, yeah, if that’s, that might be too strangord but you're on the right track, yeah.
You wanted to be on your, you know, mind your pigl@’'s and be on your best behavior |
always thought when covering her just becauseghlé€ type of person she was. She was a very
serious, very serious person.

GB: |see.

KW: But | can’t remember much about covering h#veziother than, you know, | did the



same thing | did with everybody else, just follovtedm around and tried to get citizen, you
know, voter reaction, that sort of thing. You aywdry to hang back and get reaction to how
speeches went, etcetera.

GB: Okay, now, we've talked about Curtis, Marga&tbase Smith and Ed Muskie. What
other major politicians did you cover?

KW: Well, let's see, Peter Kyros, I've covered Higuess. These would just be on
campaigns, you understand. I've been, I've covevigid David Emery. | never did John
Baldacci because he came along after | got out.

GB: Bill Cohen?

KW: Bill Cohen, yeah, yeah. Let's see, John Reasl i@aving just as | was starting, so Curtis
started with John. Oh, Jim Longley. There waswaeresting guy, very interesting. His favorite
expression was ‘think about it’ and, but he walseateally knew how to work the press |
thought. | mean he was very, he was right hema fcewiston. And he, you know, was an
insurance salesman, very aggressive personalitgeg@m guy, can do guy. | remember once
campaigning with him, there again, down in the Sethfirea, Biddeford, Saco, and he says, we
were going from Biddeford | think to Sanford, areldays, “I'll ride with you.” And |, and | was
glad he did because | had a nice chance to intervien, to talk with him, but | thought my God,
if | get in a wreck here, kill the governor, or tevernor to be, | mean, you know. But he
invited me up to his camp. | never went, but heagisvhad a way of playing up to the news men,
news people to, you know, sort of try to get themhis side | guess.

But he was a, he was right for his time, | meanl lseyered that campaign. He and George
Mitchell and Jim Erwin and he won that campaigre, Hwas a big upset but our polls showed
at the end of that campaign, towards the end afddmpaign that he was surging ahead and that
was kind of hard to believe, you know, that he gaisig to beat George Mitchell and Jim Erwin,
and he pulled it off. And you could sense it. fEhagain, we started, at that time we started
sending teams of reporters out to cover. And fetance | would have Jim Longley for a week,
Paul famég would have George Mitchell for a week, and NaRemson or somebody would
have Jim Irwin and then we’d swap off, and themJDhy would take one. And so at the end of
the session, we did this for about, geez, threetihsdoefore the election, so that by the end of it
we all got a good feeling for how they were allrdpand we all agreed, the guys and gals that
had been out in the field, that Jim Longley wagyhmhpull something here.

And because | can remember being up in Houltonyandt get stuff like, you know, after his
speaking and everything, you’'d go out in the stea®t you'd say, you'd do a man in the street
interview. And | can remember a guy’s telling meuyknow, he says, | don’t know what that
other God damn guy’s name is but that third guyshranning there, boy, he’s something. |

said, you mean Jim Longley? Yeah, that's the gliyey didn’t even know his name, but they
knew they had seen him or heard him and everytbisgyand he was saying what they wanted to
hear about. You know, the size of government ahthial stuff. And he seemed to be less of a
politician than everybody else running. Of counsenvas actually more of a politician as it
turned out. But he was very popular out in therttedad and you could sense it and you could



pick it up. And you couldn’t have picked that @ijyou were sitting in the office, you know, you
can only do this getting out and that’s why theyight to have reporters get out and mingle.
But he was a very interesting character.

GB: So he did a better job campaigning than Mitctvelrwin?

KW: Yeah, | think so. Mitchell was very smart,@d man and everything else but he had a
tendency to, well, | don’t want to say talk oveeithheads, but he was always there showing
white papers and that sort of thing. Whereas Lendlmean comparing the two now, Longley
was more on the workingman'’s level | always thoudtguess that’s a fair characterization.
That's not to take anything away from Senator Maltbecause, | mean, Lord knows he’s a
smart enough man and in the footsteps of Senatskiduyou know. | mean, so | wouldn’t take
anything away from him, I've always got the greatespect for him. But | always thought Jim
Longley appealed more to the common guy, the wgrktiff, and | think that’s basically how he
won that election | guess.

GB: |see.

KW: And then of course Irwin. Irwin was in the sabwat as Mitchell. He was up against this
populist, you know, and the populist came alontipatright time for a change.

GB: Do you have any interesting stories, anecdafesit those other politicians you've
mentioned, Kyros, Emery, Cohen, Reed?

KW: Oh, | can remember one day campaigning witkerRegros. And | can’t remember who
his aide was, but, his press aide, and we were dlowthink it was Boothbay Harbor early in
the morning doing the street thing. You know, m Peter Kyros. And he came out of the, out
of this, anyway, around the corner or somethinglandped into his press aide and shook his
hand. And it wasn’t put on, hi, I'm Peter Kyro®h. It was his own aide, right? And | said, |
can't believe this. So | wrote that up as a sbftiony little thing, (nintelligible phrasg but he
wasn’t, it wasn't a put on, it wasn't a put up jolo, | can’t, there again like | say when I'm
driving back home to Bangor I'll think of everytlgn should have told you.

Just when they would work the street sometimesutdtcbe embarrassing because there was
nobody on the street or people weren’t paying &tiarto them. When they worked the mill
gates it would be, it was fun to watch them work thill gates because at five, they had-.
Everything was against them because if you workddathirty in the morning, or six or
whatever, the guys and gals were on their way tkwad they couldn’t be bothered, right?
And if you got them when they came out they redltn’t want to be bothered because they
were heading for the nearest pub or whatever, yowkor going home.

So it was always interesting to see how the publcted when they were handing out the fliers
and that sort of thing. Some, most people werg pelite and would take them and say thank
you. A few would just throw them on the groundadratever, you know, not very many but a
few. Some would seem genuinely pleased to megt,tkeme would think it was a pain in the
ass, you know, to have to run the gauntlet.



| remember outside Maremont, the gun works the®aico, somebody getting in a, in a
discussion with Jim Longley. | can’t even remembbat the subject was now but | mean |
remember it was heated, so he got some reactioa. tiBut that's the only time I've ever seen
any reaction because basically at the mill gateg'tl too busy either going in or coming out,
you know.

But it was interesting always to see how peopletszh You could tell when they really enjoyed
meeting whatever candidate, candidate A or caneliBatnd you could tell when they couldn’t
be bothered. And I always thought you had to tespecial kind of ego to be a politician to
take that rejection, a lot of the rejection the@) know. | mean, you'd have to be a masochist
almost to say I’'m going to keep doing this fonarlg. But that’s all changed now I think
because, there again, because of TV, the TV spatsything’s done by TV basically. And |
think that’s too bad. I think everybody loses bessayou don't get, you get to see what they
want you to see in the TV spot.

GB: Now, when you were covering Emory, he was aii@antly younger candidate, he was,
what, twenty-six when he was running for congressomething?

KW: Yeah, | was, in fact | was in the Rockland lawrand he was still in high school. He was
like a senior in high school or whatever and he way active then as a young, a young old
fogey, you know, as we used to call it. A youngsamwative Republican. A young fogey |
guess is the right term. But he was always palitic high school. Conservative guy but there
again really soul of the earth, solid kind of a gyyu know, and a good representative of
Rockland | thought in being a dependable persanedn, you might not agree with his
conservative views but you knew he was honesgxample.

GB: Was the dynamic of his campaign at all difféfeecause of his age? Did people react to
him differently?

KW: Well I really, my only remembrance, recollectiof that would be that he may have been
young but he didn’t act young.

GB: Oh, okay.

KW: He always seemed older than he was, to me any#ad there again maybe it’s that
conservatism, you know, the, he was always likeddl, | guess today you'd call him a nerd.
You know, a high school geek or a nerd, computed.danean big on computers and, a techie,
there you go, a techie person. And so that wagpus of his personality. Nice guy, like | say,
he’s solid.

In fact | don’t recall anybody, covering anybodstth disliked, you know, personally disliked. |
mean, | always admired all of them actually, athink that's why | enjoyed the job so much
because | always admired how they all could thinkieir feet, you know. And | could, you
know, you ask me something and, you know, two diatgs I'll have the answer. | was thinking,
geez, | wish I'd have said that, you know. Butsia@eople can think right on their feet, and of
course | guess that comes with experience and wegy but to think, to be sharp like that and



do it over, make a, have a good track record anitl @msistently and, you know, is something |
think, to be able to.

GB: Now of all of these politicians you’ve covereder the years, does any one stand out as
the most interesting to report on?

KW: Yeah, well there again, | guess my favorite Mdwave to be Ken Curtis. Governor
Longley was certainly as interesting a charactsgroaswould want to meet. He, well he got
various reactions out of various people. | remanhlogis Jalbert here, right here from
Lewiston, Mr. Democrat, never got a long with himeyver. | mean he, if you ever, if you wanted
to hear the scoop on Jim Longley you could ask $daibert. They, as | recall they never got
along worth beans and that's probably becausekhew each other, you know what | mean,
grew up (nintelligible phrasg But, well, there was a politician. He wasmnithe national

level but Louis Jalbert probably was the most igéing guy that anybody would ever want to
cover.

GB: Really?
KW: Oh yeah.
GB: Tell me about him, what was he like?

KW: Very colorful individual and, there again, gato the press. But knew politics inside
out, knew all the dirty tricks, knew all the, knewhat to do in every situation. And, | mean he
called himself Mr. Democrat. He insisted that yall bim Mr. Democrat. And so we always
used to write it, Louis Jalbert, Jalbert, who like<all himself Mr. Democrat, and he’d come up
to you and, if he was mad at something you’d wmitte’d back you in a corner, put his finger in
your chest and keep pounding on your chest andéhdrivome his point, and all for show, you
know. He made sure he had an audience. So if ggicguld stand that and get through that
phase of it, then he gradually came to accept yohably. You know, | mean if you showed that
you could as a reporter cut the mustard so to spBakhe was a very, very colorful guy, | mean
just a bullshit artist but also capable. | mead,adlot of things for his people here in Lewiston
and was | thought, always thought, quite effective.

GB: How did other people react to his calling hithsr. Democrat? What did people think of
that?

KW: As you might expect, that it was bluster. Theuld never call him Mr. Democrat, you
know what | mean. They would, they or if they ditgy’d qualify it like | just said, you know,
the gentleman from Lewiston who prefers to call-hipnefers to be known as Mr. Democrat.
No, he was the only one who wanted, who | ever kaewho called himself that, ever called
that. So as you might expect the reaction wouldri®of, you know, that’s Jalbert.

GB: Take it with a grain of salt?

KW: Yeah, really, yeah.



GB: Allright, okay. Soin 1973 you, now let meegél can get this straight, is that when you
became the Maine editor?

KW: 1think probably | had become that somewherneetween ‘67 and ‘73.
GB: Oh, okay.

KW: Butl, it, right in that area someplace. Anaslds doing both jobs anyway. | know that. |
was juggling my duties in the main office with tlegislature.

(Break in taping.

GB: You were saying?

KW: 1 was juggling my duties between Augusta anddga, you know, trying to run the main
desk operation in Bangor and trying to cover thygslature. And eventually we got more help.
The guy who succeeded me, | think it was John B&yed right over there, just covered the
legislature and politics and we made him a fulldijpb. But | was trying to do both.

GB: |see, | see.

KW: Rough hours. But again, exciting, you knowd geez, when you're excited and you're,
you don’t care about the hours, you know.

GB: And did you continue, so you continued repgrfior the remainder of your time with the
paper?

KW: Yeah, but when | was promoted to Maine editonly did the occasional story. And
then when | became associate managing editortasisieanaging editor, what not, | didn’t do
any reporting all. Rather, all | did was write t@umn, | wrote the column, been writing the
column for, geez, thirty years, thirty plus.

GB: And you said you still write a weekly columnttoes day?

KW: Yeah, yeah, it's Saturday morning on the Op&gde.

GB: And what's that column?

KW: There’s no name for it but it's just a genenéérest column and it’s just like | say,
modified smart ass. | just let it all hang out aywl) know, | just, yeah, you never know what
I’'m going to write about, you know? But it's, I'jast done it very loose and, you know, tell a

few stories. I'd say general interest, slash, hymoestion mark.

GB: Allright, all right. All right, now | have aote here and I'm not sure if it's relevant,
would it mean anything to you if | mention the Lé&yg commission?



KW: Yeah, it would mean that | should know, | sltordmember it but | can’t. The Longley
commission, I'd have to have a few more promptsdss to get me going on that one.

GB: I'm wondering, see, | have this kind of generite and I'm really not sure what it means.
| have the Longley commission and then | have sbimg about a Curtis, Ken Curtis
appointment, but I'm not sure if they’re related.

KW: Yes, they are.
GB: Okay, | thought they were but | wasn't sure.

KW: Yeah, he appointed him to this commissionttdrik, now here again I'll be proven
wrong. But seems to me that it was a commissi@iudy government, the workings of
government or the state budget or something. Awysvay from that commission was born Jim
Longley the candidate.

GB: Oh really?

KW: Yeah, and he used that commission as a sprangtio his gubernatorial campaign to run
for governor.

GB: Oh, really.

KW: Yeah, and that's what that cryptic note’s abdBiit as far as the details, now | can
remember there were some hard feelings it seeme tmwards the end of it. In other words,
Curtis appointed him in good faith and he was gambe a good soldier and all that sort of
thing. And then when he got to work in this comnaesas | recall he sort of got the idea that he
probably could be the governor of the state as aselinybody and why don’t | run and he did
and he won. But it all sprang from that Longleynzoission, that’s right.

GB: Oh wow, wow.

KW: And, but it was, it was one of these studiegafernment, as | recall. And it might have
had something to do with insurance also since teamansurance tycoon, quote, unquote. |
mean he was big in the insurance industry and maybgbe Curtis appointed him because of
his background in insurance. But it was some @&ocbmmission to investigate government as |
recall, to study | should say, not investigate.t Bwas his springboard to the governership.
GB: So Curtis is partly to blame for Longley’s gavership.

KW: Yeah, as | recall, yeah.

GB: Allright, now tell me, had there been a lowas there a lot of competition between the
Bangor Daily Newsnd the Gannett newspapers?



KW: Yeah, there always has been healthy competitidg, at least among the shall one say
entities. Among the working reporters, no, youwnehat | mean, we all covered stories and we
help each other. You wouldn’t want the home offcé&now that basically lots of times, but we
do help each other. So as far as the working |ewlgy, it's one thing. But yeah, there’s been
competition. We have the, we cover the real Maine they cover the other Maine. We have
the eastern and northern counties and we, up wdiglways were the largest daily north of
Boston.

Our circulation used to be eighty-five, eighty-seweousand on weekdays and up over a
hundred five, a hundred-six thousand on weekeBds.then everybody’s circulation went in the
tank about ten years ago, and we're climbing bad&w | don’t know where we are now but
we’re not back to where we were. And | don’t kneWwat their circulation is but we always
billed ourselves as the largest daily north of Boshorth of thdBoston Globe Because they

had theEvening Expresand thePress Heraldand then th&unday Telegranbut you would
have, you'd have had to add tBeening Expres® thePress Heraldo exceed our circulation.
So it was always a battle that way.

GB: What caused that big plummet in circulation?

KW: Oh, modern technology, the Internet, electrarielevision. It just, newspapers
generally, well not becoming obsolete, but newspapejoyed the, have already enjoyed the
heyday. | mean the star is descending | would thiedause of the electronic, because of the
instant communication. People, a lot of peopleinger people especially | think have never
gotten used to reading like the older generatiord Athink there will always be a place for
newspapers and, but it's changed. And that wasaatlof the circulation dip when, with the
electronic explosion, with TV and all.

GB: Hold on one sec.

End of Side B, Tape One
Side A, Tape Two

GB: ...and]| live in Lewiston.

KW: Oh, all right, yeah, good, yeah, so you knovabbut the Gannetts and thewiston Sun
and then th&angor Newsl mean.

GB: Well I don’t know a whole lot outside of thewiston Sun-Journdiefore working on this
project, actually, you know, I didn’t know a lot thfose papers. But yeah, yeah, | grew up on the
Lewiston Sun-Journagetting that, you know, every day for the lastlwe years now that I've
lived here so, all right. So, do you have any idea low the circulation hit when it, like, rock
bottom, yeah.

KW: Geez, | don't, because it was after | left biink they were down into the, I'm going to
say high sixties, high, you know, sixty eight thand, somewhere in there | would think. And,
you know, roughly a twenty thousand drop. Thisa#l park figures, don’t hold me to it, but |



know that it was a wicked dip. And it's not comeck up.

GB: Did that have an effect on employment? Did peopere people laid off because of that?
Did it have that much of an impact?

KW: Not really. We had, we were in that phase whes cut back like everybody else did.

In fact | took early retirement, | retired at agieyfnine. But, | had my thirty years in, but ilkt
had intended to work another six, seven yearsttgat made me an offer | couldn’t refuse
including being able to write my column. But with the benefits and the medical coverage and
all that, you know, you almost had to retire.

So we went through all that cut back, cutting béekt every corporation did and that was, this is
‘91 so that was about the same time, yeah. Banhitdhink it was peculiar to the newspaper
industry, | mean everybody was cutting back, dowingiwas the word, is the word. And now
I've noticed, at least at t@angor Newsfrom all the new names | see, new bylines anayi

it seems to me their creeping back up in employmeuit I, in answer to your question, | don’t
think that the cut back that we went through was tdudecreasing circulation. It was more due
to the fact that it was the in thing to downsizepawations all over the country, you know.

GB: Allright, now let me ask you, when you becasdgor did that change your perspective
on reporting or on the issues that you were cog@rin

KW: No, the guiding principle in the newspaper hass is just try to be fair to both sides.
And as an editor if I, if you had me, you were raparter and you handed me a story and | saw
holes in it | would just give it back to you and/skbok, you've got to get a hold of candidate B.
| mean even if he tells you to go and take a lgap,know, you got to contact him because
otherwise it's going to look like, you know, thstioo one sided and you're doing a hatchet job
on this other guy. So as an editor it becomes tgoto do that as a reporter, you know you've
got to balance your stories and all that. Thisews stories as compared to columns, editorial
columns, you understand. And so, but as an editoirg even more conscious of it because you,
by that stage in your career you ought to be abf@dk up a story and see the holes in it, see
what’s missing. And so you'd hand back stories ymd if the reporter couldn’t fill that hole
that night, couldn’t answer the questions, you higlgou would hold it a night until you could
get a reasonably balanced story of it.

GB: |see.

KW: | mean, but you become more conscious as aorediall, of the fairness issues, see.
GB: Allright. Now, you already said that your pichl beliefs have remained | guess fairly
consistent over the years, but did your encountélscandidates have any impact on you, on
either | guess broadly or on particular issues?yDid kind of change, any of them change your

perspective at any point?

KW: Well yeah, | suppose they did in subtle waysd thprobably don’t even know. For one
thing, well, going back to early in our intervieivshowed me that, remember my father’s



words, he’s a pretty good guy for a Democrat? \Wlle are a lot of pretty good people even
though they are Democrats or even though they apailticans and everything. | think one
thing it's shown me is that | don't like the faftland | don’t like the far right politics. 1 jus
find them both just out of my ball park. | likeetim more towards the, they don’t have to be in
the center but at least towards the center.

But | find far left and far right, the extremestm@opretty picture lots of times. | mean one is
kooky, far left seems to be really, you know, fat.cAnd the far right seems to be intolerant and
| don’t, you know, I've never cared for intolerancBut other than that | guess it showed me the
art of compromise, I've seen that work. Probabhetier appreciation for environmental
concerns, which at one time | never thought muaugtbut | can see the arguments there. Just
that people, regardless of their political affilett or political label are still people and you got
deal with them one on one no matter what theirtigali beliefs or color or anything, you know,
it's still the individual. They’re either a decgugrson or not.

GB: Allright. One more thing, you mentioned oficee that John Day would be a good
source of information.

KW: Excellent.
GB: Okay, could you tell me about him?

KW: Yeah, John Day is a Maine native, he’s fromridan, University of Maine graduate in
journalism. Came to work for tigangor Newshe same, about the same year | did. He was the
Machias bureau chief, | was the Rockland bureaefcand he was always much more of a
political animal than | ever was. And he becamatigal writer after me | guess, about in the

mid seventies, wrote a column. And then he beaaim&Vashington bureau chief, we sent him

to Washington. And that, we, | guess at the timemwve did it it wasn’t necessarily going to be

a permanent thing and then it turned into one.

He’s lived there for years now, I’'m going to sayetwy years anyway, and has his own
apartment down there and everything, townhousehatever. But is, comes home to cover the
campaigns, any time there’s a campaign involvinggeess he comes home to cover it. He’s
traveled extensively with Senator Muskie when Semlluskie was secretary of state. He
knows, because the delegation is so small he kttosvs all intimately, you know. | mean, he
knows how they think and things, so he’s a verydgoantact and | would think would be an
excellent contact for this project.

GB: Great, wonderful. All right, well, I'm all denwith my questions so do you have any
final remarks you'd like to make, anything you'dito add or emphasize?

KW: Well, no, it's just, it's been an interestingreer, newspapering, you know, it's the only
thing | ever wanted to do and if | had it to do o&gain | wouldn’'t change a thing really. You
know, it's one of those deals where you always veergous to come to work, get up in the
morning and want to go to work. And | can’t imaglmng in any other where, | would want to
be in a job that | hated to go to work. So newspiagy in general has always been a very, an



exciting thing to me.

And covering politics was an interesting part oaitd meeting people, there again, being able to
meet people like George Mitchell and Bill Cohen &whator Muskie, you know, that was, that
was a thrill really. And, as well as a lot of peopot in politics, you know, just, it's a gooddI’
recommend a newspapering career for anyone. Bat than that, no. | just hope this, you can
make some sense of it, just rambling on, you know.

GB: Oh no, it's fantastic. Yeah, you're a wondésiory teller.
KW: Well, I don't know. Like I say, I'm sure | cahink of many interesting things when it
doesn’t count. When we’re off the air so to spdmk, you know, thanks for asking me by the

way, I'm flattered to be asked.

GB: Oh, it was my privilege interviewing you, arigdgou come up with a bunch of stories
you'd like to tell me, you know, give us a call and can, you know, get those out.

KW: Sure, thank you.

End of Interview
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