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Biographical Note

G. Curtis Webber was born August 29, 1933 in LewisMaine and grew up in Auburn. He
attended Edward Little H.S., class of 1950 andyaa of prep school at the Loomis School in
Windsor, Connecticut. Like his father, he attenBeavdoin College and Harvard Law School.
In 1958 he joined Frank Linnell’s law firm and contes in the current firm: Linnell, Choate &
Webber. In 1965 he was Auburn city solicitor.
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Transcript
Marisa Burnham-Bestor: The date is October 7th, 1999, we are in Aubtithelaw office of
Linnell, Choate & Webber, and present are Curtiblée and Marisa Burnham-Bestor. Could

you please state your full name and spell it, aagirbwith G.

CurtisWebber: All right, my name is Curtis Webber and sometirhpat a G in front of



Curtis.

MB: Could you spell the full name for me as well?

CW: Oh, C-U-R-T-I-S W-E-B-B-E-R.

MB: Thank you. What does the G stand for?

CW: George.

MB: What was your date of birth?

CW: August 29th, 1933.

MB: And where were you born?

CW: | was, my family was living in Auburn and | waerh in the hospital in Lewiston.

MB: What were your parents’ full names?

CW: Lucie Nourse, N-O-U-R-S-E, Webber and Donald Wsdgpod Webber.

MB: Did you have any siblings?

CW: A sister, Faith.

MB: One sister? Older or younger than yourself?

CW: She’s five years younger than | am.

MB: So you were the youngest in the family? | méendldest in the family?

CW: Right.

MB: And what were your parents’ occupations?

CW: My mother was a teacher until she got marriedaftet that she didn’t work outside the
home, and my father was a lawyer and later he be@amdge, there’s a picture up on the wall
there. He was in the superior court system fanralver of years, and then he was appointed to
the Maine Supreme Court, which is the highest couthie state. After he retired from there he
joined this office as off-counsel and he did préevegference work, meaning that if the lawyers
on both sides wanted him to resolve their disputessuperior court would refer the case to him

and he would decide it just as if he had been ggud

MB: How old was he when he, ballpark range if you'd@member his exact age, when he
was appointed to the various offices and then wieeretired from the supreme court?



CW: He was younger than the retirement age, mandattingment age of seventy, when he
retired from the Supreme Court, by a year or twithink he was in his late forties when he was
appointed to the superior court; that’s about tb&t bcan do in terms of dates.

MB: What were your parents’ religious affiliations?

CW: They were both members of the High Street Coragregal Church, across the street here
on Pleasant Street. They were very loyal to thatah.

MB: Was that church a very involved church in the camity?

CW: As | was growing up it was not a church that wagticularly involved in social action, at
least as far as | recall. Now | believe it readly I'm not a member of that church, but they
have, I think, become much more active in commumiatters. And they run a sort of a food
pantry for low-income people that are having proidenaking ends meet, right now for
example, and do several other things.

MB: Where was your father educated as far as, yowkwbere did he grow up and do his
high school then?

CW: He grew up in Auburn, he graduated from Edwattld,iand he went to Bowdoin and
Harvard Law School.

MB: You went to Bowdoin as well, right?

CW: Uh-huh.

MB: Did you go to Harvard Law, too?

CW: Uh-huh.

MB: Oh, and then did he come and start a similartigeato yours before his judgeships?

CW: He joined his father; there’s a picture up onwladl there over in the corner of my
grandfather, for whom | was named, and my fathstaading. And they practiced together for a
number of years until my grandfather retired. Alnein at a later time Willis Trafton joined my
father’s firm and that firm later became Traftordawell it became Trafton and Scales, then
Trafton and Matzen, which still exists.

MB: So your father by that time was then moving ohaalidn’t remain with the firm.

CW: No. And when he, as | said earlier, when heedtihe actually joined this firm in an off-
counsel status.

MB: And this was your firm at that time?



CW: Uh-huh.

MB: How was your family involved in the community, attwere some of the activities or
social organizations?

CW: Well, my mother has belonged to a number of $ac@ganizations. My parents were very
heavily involved in church activities. My fatheaw/a very successful Sunday school teacher;
my mother was in charge of the church Sunday sdioo@ number of years. They belonged to
the College Club. They were, particularly my fatthwas active in a little theater [Community
Little Theatre], and he was, you know, in a numiifdittle theater plays here. He was in
Kiwanis’ for a while. He was active in Republicpalitics at one time. And | think my
memory’s exhausted.

MB: Do you know anything about his involvement in Bepublican politics?

CW: Well, not very much, only what few things he’sdtone. He was appointed by one of the
governors, it might have been Governor [Horacedligilh, to be on a commission to revise |
think it was the, some aspects of the motor vehésles. He told me he belonged to a group of
young Republicans; | think a number of the othepgbe were lawyers. I'm not sure exactly
what they did, and it was, I'm sure the fact thatdas, had been active in Republican politics
was one of the reasons that Governor Hildreth agpedihim to the superior court. A political
affiliation in the past has been important for ga@sdicial appointments.

MB: Has your lineage been Republican from, you knaw, spoke of your grandfather earlier?

CW: Yes, on both sides. And | remember in 1960 wl@m Kennedy ran against Richard
Nixon, | was really, | was, you know, still had #®Republican roots and | was really agonizing.
| watched the debates and I'm embarrassed tdhsay voted for Nixon. Although | was torn, it
wasn’t long before | regretted it. And it wasrobtlong after that that | switched my

registration. My friends were saying, “You talkdia Democrat, you think like a Democrat,

why don’t you face up to it, you are a Democra8b | finally agreed they were right.

MB: In your initial decision making when you wereesging a party, was it largely family?
CW: Yes, | voted for Eisenhower. | don't like tokabout that now.
MB: How did your family respond to your change?

CW: Well, I think they were used to the fact thatdsagoing to be different in some respects
although they may have just put it down to youtlmé&bdellion. | stopped being a Boston Red Sox
fan; | didn’'t go to High Street Congregational Gttur | think they felt that | was just trying to

be different than they, so that’s how they regaiitietiremember when my wife and | came
back after law school, my father said you shouldgmund, look at all the churches and, you
know, see which one you're really comfortable And we did go to several, and we decided to
go to the Universalist Church up the street hdieen | discovered what he really meant was go



and look at all these other churches and then ¢orkiggh Street Congregational Church.
MB: How old were you when you made that change?

CW: Well, let’'s see, | was married when | was tweote, so it was essentially three years,
twenty-four, twenty-five, in that range.

MB: So it was youthful rebellion to your parents.
CW: Yes.

MB: You mentioned your parents’ political beliefs.a8Wour mother on the same wavelength
as your father?

CW: Yes, she was a Republican. Still is, but she kirag of operating in his shadow. She
didn’t always vote, | don't think, for the same gen that he was going to vote for, but often she
went with his choice, whatever it was.

MB: Can you tell me a little bit more about her teagtcareer from before she was married?

CW: I can’ttell you a great deal, but she did, sheght at Webster School here in Auburn,
which is still a school that’'s being operatedhihk she was a seventh or eighth grade teacher,
and | think in those days teachers taught all thgests. There weren't, they didn’t, classes
didn’t move around as much as they do now. | rebershe said at least one year she had a
group of kids who were not the brightest group, sinel occasionally identified people, who all
seemed rather old to me, who she said, as formdests of hers.

MB: Oh, wow. What grade range does the WeldeM/ebster] School. . . .?
CW: Webster.
MB: Webster, pardon me.

CW: It, well it's changed. Then, | think it was k&l grammar school, sixth to ninth. It's now
been converted to an elementary school.

MB: And what were your mother’s reasons, if you krnibem, for ending her teaching career?

CW: I'm not sure then whether they had a rule thaiaaried person couldn’t teach. | think that
was the rule in the Auburn school system for a nemalh years. But she got married and in
those days, you know, that was long before it veagpted that women could be mothers and
homemakers and also have a career. | think slaglaHittle trouble with the fact that her
daughter and daughter-in-law and, you know, hemdghildren are, the women in the family are
working outside the home.

MB: So, would you not say that she was interest@diminuing to work outside the home?



CW: Well, I don't know the answer to that. | dor’’'jon’t think she felt that was the right
thing for women to do.

MB: Your sister Faith, what does she do now, or what?

CW: She’s retired. She married a man who graduated MIT and eventually joined the
World Health Organization. They've lived in var®parts of the world. She worked for a
business school, sort of like, modeled after HahBusiness School over in Switzerland helping
Ph.D.s translate their papers from whatever langtadenglish for several years, and did other
kinds of related work. But she’s retired now, ahé and her husband live in Raymond.

MB: Where was she educated?
CW: Wheaton and Simmons.

MB: Oh, okay. In addition to their involvement iretbhurch, and you mentioned some of your
father’s outside involvements, what was the sdifalike for adults in Auburn, for your
parents’ experience at that time?

CW: Well, they had a number of friends who were cesgphat played bridge with a lot of
people. They attended social gatherings with agneups of, couples of their, generally of their
age. | think that's essentially it.

MB: Were these organized activities, or were they kihdone by the group of friends?
CW: 1 think some of both.

MB: In addition to that, did the people that they tiyositeracted with, were they members of
the church as well or were these outside sorti@fdiships?

CW: I'm sure some were, but some weren’t, you kndwthink they were people of essentially
their age. |think they were, to the extent | knoto they were, they were typically also
Protestants and, Protestant Anglo-Saxon typeghkeytdidn’t necessarily belong to the High
Street Church.

MB: What were some of the values that you would des@s important to your parents, and
what were the ones that they impressed upon yoyaumdsister?

CW: Well, I think being trustworthy and keeping yaammitments. They both had a real
social conscience about helping other people wied@g assistance and they were active
formally and informally in different ways in the monunity at helping other people, a sense of
sort of having to give something back.

MB: How would you compare your beliefs to your paséeit terms of your social
consciousness? You had mentioned your switchitiggse but how would you describe your



change in men- your difference in mentality in thanse and also your religious attitudes as far
as being Unitarian versus Christian?

CW: Well, I think very similar in many ways. | sinyptouldn’t accept the Christian myths,
divinity of Jesus and that sort of thing. My pasewould tell me, particularly my father, “Well
you can really believe anything you want to, yoownHigh Street Church, you know, it's a big
umbrella.” But when | would go over there on Mateday or something I just felt assaulted
by the Christian theology. And what he said wasw¢ to me. It just, | found myself, you
know, being @nintelligible word) to mouth a lot of things | didn’t believe. Buher than that, |
don’t think we differed much in our values.

MB: Politically-minded, you said that you’d alwaysbe even when you were a Republican,
you were more Democratic-minded. Were your parsotsof similar in that they wavered, or
were they more strongly conservative?

CW: Well, they would occasionally vote for Democratandidates. Like Frank Coffin, for
example, was a lawyer that my parents knew bedaai$iged in this community for a time. He
lived, you know, right over on the Bates campudlyeand so they were definitely liberal
Democrats. They didn’t vote for Goldwater, for exde. | said liberal Dem-, | meant liberal
Republicans. Now I've forgotten your question. uMeere asking about their political values?

MB: Yeah, you had mentioned that you were more kirttie&y Democratic-minded, even
though you were affiliated with the Republicansvas wondering if they were kind of more
liberal Republicans or more conservative.

CW: No, they were moderate liberal Republicans.

MB: Do you think that that kind of was one of thes@as that they were more accepting of
your choice?

CW: Oh yes, I think it would have been much hardettiem if they’d really been evangelical
types or conservative Republicans. It would haaenbmuch more of a wrench.

MB: How has your sister’s development in terms ofg@ditical and religious beliefs been
similar or different to your parents’?

CW: Well, she and her husband have always beeneartitire conservative than we, but in
general we agree on most political issues, | weald They're essentially agnostics in their,
from a religious standpoint, so | guess | would eyt on most issues we probably come out
about the same.

MB: Where did your family fall into the structuretbe Auburn community economically and
sort of socially as well, | guess?

CW: Well, when my grandfather came back from thetferld War [WWI], he had no law
practice left and things were really rough. Bughadually developed, redeveloped his practice



and when my father started with him in the, it wathe Depression, he didn’t make a lot of
money and they kind of scraped by. But he did well when he got out of the service, he was
asked to represent several insurance companiethanckally helped his practice take off, |
think. And so when he went on the court he wasaglairly well. He never was wealthy, but
he was certainly very comfortable.

MB: Tell me about your primary and secondary edundigre in Auburn | understand?

CW: Yes, | graduated from Edward Little [high schaal[L950, and | went to prep school for a
year after that. | went to the Loomis School imdéor, Connecticut, and then | went to
Bowdoin and then | went to Harvard Law School.

MB: You took an additional year, so you did four yweair Edward Little and then one at
Loomis?

CW: | had skipped a year way back and so | was ayaarger than my classmates and my
parents thought | was, | guess they thought | wasature for my peer group and a year at
Loomis would help me catch up.

MB: What were some of your experiences at Edwartel_titachers you recall, major events?

CW: Well, I played in the band for three years. baedleader, Donald Guay, has been
recognized in the last couple of years by alumasss and so forth as being a fine, outstanding
person, and he was. | did well academically, butigh school academic success is not
recognized as being a social plus. | was a reallgrderline athlete, you know; | was sort of an
athlete wanna-be and | was, | didn’'t have greatessgthere. | had a math teacher named
Margaret [sic] [Marjorie] Jordan who was, is actya Bates graduate, absolutely a lovely
person. And in fact I've developed a very smatlped to develop a very small scholarship fund
in her name in recent years. She taught algebrdaur Beliveau was another Bates graduate,
the baseball coach, is another person | was, |radmi

MB: What were, you mentioned being a sort of borderéthlete, what were some of the
athletic opportunities and what were some of théeéits that were kind of viewed as very
important in the community?

CW: Well, football was the dominant sport | would sdthough Edward Little had a tradition
of good baseball teams and so being a good basehwdir was also recognized as giving you a
lot of status at Edward Little in those days, bas&k a little less so. Skiing has always been
important in Auburn, long before it became poputanther Maine communities. That was, you
know, long before Sunday River and Sugarloaf anddhmountains that can make snow and
have ski lifts. | played on the JV basketball teduot that was about the limit of my success.

MB: Had you been a skier, or?

CW: No, I, as a child | skied at one of the localshibut when | discovered basketball, | really,
| started playing in the Y and other places anggaabasketball ever since.



MB: How tall are you?

CW: Six-one. In fact | play, even now in the noorgibvasketball group over at Bates, plays
with; it's a group of faculty and staff, people dasome townies are admitted in order to keep a
guorum viable.

MB: So you patrticipate in that?
CW: Um-hmm.

MB: Wow.

CW: | got the scars to show it.

MB: Yeah, that Bates faculty, they can be harsh. thed, how would you compare your year
at Loomis and kind of the prep school sort of aiphese, and | guess education as well, to your
experience at Edward Little?

CW: Well, it was like night and day. | learned tandrtea; | learned that you can’t, you should
not put lemon and milk in your tea at the same tifBat the whole atmosphere at Loomis was,
academically was different. One of the things Kokl people, to try to illustrate the point, is
that | was used to doing well academically, ancgswhe co-valedictorian at Edward Little, but |
was getting Cs in all my English themes. And asKed the master after a number of weeks,
“What am | doing wrong?” We were reading Ethanrecor something like that. He said,
“Well, if you supply a correct factual responsetie question, that's a C. Andifyoudoitina
way that’s very interesting and you use intereskamguage in your answers, that’'s a B. And if
your answer is just absolutely outstanding andyddbws me away, that’'s an A.”

So | realized | had to loosen up. In high schaadtually didn’t use vocabulary that | possessed
because | was afraid of being viewed as a showyoffiy peers, so | was always sort of pulling
back, and | realized at Loomis to succeed you bapbtin the other direction. So that really
changed the way | tried to use written languagehigh school often | wouldn’t volunteer when
| knew the answer because | didn't want to seemdilteacher’s pet. Well, that kind of thing
changed as well. So it was, it wasn’t the happjieat in my life but | must say it was a very big
learning year for me, and it gave me a real head at Bowdoin. | had my best academic year
at Bowdoin my freshman year, you know, while thélmuschool kids were kind of catching up.
You know, the bright public school kids that ditea a while, but | had a real jump on them
because of Loomis.

MB: That's great. Did you end up finding succedsaatmis after, you know, you kind of
loosened up and. ... ?

CW: Well, I eventually became an honor roll studdmever was a top scholar there, but |
achieved modest success.



MB: What was the boarding experience like, | gathat was, you had to board there?

CW: Oh yeah, Loomis then and now has a lot of dagesits who commute from West
Hartford. But that was, you know, | had been atcagyummer camp but that was certainly a
different experience for me, and it wasn'’t alwagsye

MB: Were the opportunities offered to the privateostior prep school students, as far as
extracurricular activities and sort of well-roungiaf the students, comparable or better or worse
than a public school experience, or your publicostiexperiences?

CW: Well, it was better in the sense that participain athletics was essentially mandatory.
You could opt out, but you had to do something;atsgasn’t very desirable and | can’t
remember what. So | played on various kinds gaimural teams. | continued to really not
make it as a varsity athlete; | got cut from bdth baseball and basketball teams. | survived
toward near the end but didn’t make it, so | plagadntramural teams, and that was a generally
a positive experience.

MB: Was it at all common to do what you did and td@aan extra year at a prep school, or
was that pretty. . .. ?

CW: Well, there were not many of us; there were a fesan remember the admissions letter
was that, and you’ve got to remember I'm receiving as a person who's been used to having
some academic success, saying, “Well, if you resdigly yourself here, you can probably make
it.” | was a little borderline in their view asth get in, | didn’t do well | think on the, whatv

the comparable thing to the SATs is for prep scho8o they were, | guess they must have been
looking at my high school grades and saying, “Wtik guy doesn't test very well but he’s done
well, so maybe he can make it here.”

MB: Was that, well, | just lost my train of thougl®@hhh. . .. What were your reasons from
choosing Loomis over some of the other schools?

CW: Well, my father went down and talked to one @& #tumissions directors at Bowdoin and
asked his suggestions, and he suggested LoomisiatHaught there actually and, before
coming to Bowdoin. And he suggested another scimoobrthwestern Massachusetts; I'm
blanking out on the name of it now. So we, mydatiind | went on a, | really didn’t want to do
this but we, | reluctantly went with him to theseotschools, and | liked Loomis better. |
remember the other school, which is a well-knowepmschool, which | can’t think of the name
of, you had to do a lot more work; all the studemse expected to participate in kitchen work
and other stuff, and somehow that didn’t seem appealing to me. So that’s not a very good
reason for making a choice of prep schools, but,aso physically the campus, | liked the
campus appearance at Loomis better.

MB: | remembered my other question. Being accepteldd final year kind of as already a
high school graduate, what sort of courses wereajlowed to take at Loomis, were you taking
senior courses, or?



CW: Yeah, | took the same courses that | would hakert had | been a third or fourth year
student there.

MB: And then, we've already said that you attended/@won College, what was the reasoning
behind that choice?

CW: Well, it wasn’t, I'm not proud of that. As yoweghaps can tell, it's more- | told you
already, there’s a pattern of my kind of followialpng in family patterns. And | had gone to
football games with my father; | had developed gy ygou know, a very superficial view of the
college, that | wanted to go there. | had thearothat some other colleges were kind of for rich
families’ children and | thought, my impression vtaat Bowdoin was more cosmopolitan than
that. | thought that | wanted to go to a relatyveiall college as opposed to a big city college or
university. So, actually that’s the only collegapplied to, and | can’t believe that I; that's wha

| did, | didn’t have a back up. | don’t know ifdtjust | was conceited or what, but golly, it's a
good thing | got in.

MB: Did you commute from Auburn, or did you live...?2
CW: No.

MB: Was that common in those days, to be an on castpdent? Or has it become just more
common in recent years?

CW: No, virtually everybody lived on campus. Thererava few, very few, students from
Brunswick that lived at home.

MB: I've been trying to figure out over my past fewerviews if that’s true of Bates as well
because | know a lot of the Bates students batkose days were Lewiston-Auburn, had grown
up in Lewiston-Auburn and many of them commuted| bwas kind of wondering, | guess
Bowdoin didn’t have the same.

CW: No. | had some friends who were going to Bates way, and there was a group of them.
And my impression was they really didn’t get fuihfegrated into the college life because of
that.

MB: What was the Bowdoin experience like for you?

CW: It was very positive; | really enjoyed my fourays there. | guess maybe the biggest
negative was that | joined a fraternity like vitlyaverybody else and you, in those days you

did that the first week or two when you showed ngampus, when you, you know, didn’t

know what was going on. And | joined a fratermtlgich | later discovered had restrictive
clauses in the charter, and that was very embamgasénd | can remember, | don’t know,

maybe | was a sophomore, | was just, | was a ldtie for a fraternity meeting which was in the
basement room, and | was hurrying down there.tited a Japanese exchange student was
standing in the living room and wasn’t going dowand | asked him, “Why aren’t you going to

the meeting?” He said, “I can’t be a member.” tisat was, | guess my first awareness that there



were those kinds of restrictions. It was all Cauga, all white in those days, and. . . .
MB: Was that true of most of the fraternities, orevdrere opportunities for students of color?

CW: Well, it was, it certainly was true of a numbétleem. And of course this, Bowdoin was
all-male at that time. There was a fraternity tlias primarily a Jewish fraternity. So in those
days the college had not done a good job of integyshe students, and it hadn’t even
confronted the presence of women yet. There wathanfraternity that was primarily
intellectual types who weren't into athletics ahahgs like that, so they were kind of segregated
in a way, too. So those aspects of college lifeewd good, plus the fact that if you didn’t get
pledged to a fraternity, you wanted to, and mospjeedid just because there were so few
fraternity members, non-fraternity members, thas waocial stigma. So that, again, was not
good. | really applaud the fact that the collegabandoning fraternities at long last. My, sért o
to appease my conscience, | actually was one ajrdduation speakers when | was a senior,
and | spoke about the restrictive clause in thiefraties and urged the college to take action to
require that they be abolished, and | like to ¢y the college was listening and only twenty
years later they did it.

MB: Have you been back to visit since, in past ydagppose?
CW: Oh, yes.

MB: Has the college changed much with, the feelindpefcollege, with the acceptance of
women now and the phasing out of the fraternitres sororities? How is that changing the
college?

CW: Well it was, over time, fraternity life was becioig much less popular so that even when
the college finally made a decision to eliminate fitaternities. Well, first they went through a
phase of requiring the fraternities to get ridredge restrictive clauses, some of them, and then
required them to accept women. And along the veayesof them went local, including the
fraternity | had been in finally went local. | tti there was over the Kappa Sigma, you know, to
it's disgrace, on paper of eliminating its restuetclauses but then tried to use pressure on local
fraternities below the surface to still enforcestheestrictions. That happened to the Bowdoin
chapter and they, to their credit, saidjiifitelligible word) this is too much,” we can’t handle
this, and with alumni support the students votedisassociate from Kappa Sigma.

MB: What were you, why | suppose were you appoirttechbnor of speaking at graduation,
what was that?

CW: Well, I can’t remember exactly how it worked, tbahink | was invited along with a
number of other people to make, to prepare songptma sort of try out for it. I'm not sure

how they do it now, but that's what happened thahso | made the grade. There were four
speakers. | can remember so distinctly even ntkintawith a young man who was, oh, maybe
a couple years younger than I, who is Jewish, sothefrom Auburn whom | knew. And he
was asking me about Bowdoin because he was thirgbogt Bowdoin as a possibility, and then
he was also asking me some questions about tleerfityt system, and | can remember talking to



him and perspiration was pouring down my facewds, | couldn’t tell him that he could not get
into my fraternity. That was one of the most avduperiences | ever had socially and that, |
integrated that into my speech as a matter of fact.

MB: Were other people in your fraternity similar hetfact that, you know, they were more
kind of evolved liberally beyond those restricti@ns

CW: Well I think, somehow It didn’t, it didn’t seero get discussed very much. | think that
may be one way in which the college has changékinthe students now, | think, would be
much less ready to put up with that sort of thidgnd the fraternity that | was in at that time was
the kind of fraternity where you’d think that thabuld happen because there were a number of
intelligent; | think we were about like third rarken the college academically, there was a lot of
active discussion at meals and so forth, but im'dideal with those issues, those social issues.
People just seemed to kind of accept it, I'm ermdssed to say.

MB: After your experience would you say, would yall sbnsider Bowdoin to be more
cosmopolitan at the time than the other collegasybu might have looked at?

CW: I, remember | didn't look at other colleges. VWely daughter went to Williams, one of
my sons went to Middlebury, and | certainly felathhe presence of money was rather evident,
and they talked about things in which it was asthechools. My impression still is that it's
more so. A lot of my classmates at Bowdoin weesne from not very wealthy families who
came from small towns in Maine and so forth, areythit in very well.

MB: When you, when did you decide that you were ed&d in law?

CW: Well, somewhere along my, during my college cardmgan to agonize about what | was
going to do next. | was an English major, andjbged my English courses. My father had
suggested to me that he thought | would make a wagker, and | wasn't sure. | took a
constitutional law course hoping that would bd, e something, and | didn’t really, wasn’t
really thrilled with it. So ultimately, and in aay this is more like a confession than a narrdtive
think, but | sort of backed into going to law schbecause my father said, “Well, now give it a
try and, you know, if after a year you don't thipdu really want to stay with it, no hard
feelings.” And he was going to pay for it.

So |, not really being sure this is what | wantedlo, | went to Harvard, got admitted to
Harvard, and | went to Cambridge. And there thiidh’t really choose to continue so much as
my pride was so bruised at the end of the first ydeere | really did very poorly. . . .

MB: You can continue; we have another minute.

CW: ....Thatalll could think of was coming baakd redeeming myself academically. |
thought | had flunked out actually at the end @f fiinst year. So that’s not a very good way to
choose a career, so | really feel that, in retrospesort of backed into, backed through life |
think is the way | sometimes put it, made decisio@sause | was sort of following a pattern of
family or something. But it's just been dumb luelally that | ended up doing something that |



found | enjoy doing.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

MB: This is side two of the interview with Curtis Wedy. We were discussing Bowdoin a bit
more and your kind of choices on law school. Wheze any teachers who kind of encouraged
you in either direction, helped with that?

CW: | don't recall consulting any teachers about eachoices. If | did, I've forgotten it now.
MB: Did you go on as an English major, or did yourgeto poli-sci or government?

CW: No, I continued as an English major, and actuhify turned out to be a very good major
to have, | think, for law school. And it, at sop@nt during my Harvard career they published a
list of what people had majored in, in undergradwatileges and many were English majors;
that was like maybe the third or fourth most poputajor. And you know, lawyers have to use
language in lots of different ways so that it segnweme that it was a very good thing to be,
actually. | had a creative writing course at Bomdwhich | think was particularly helpful,

taught by the former president, [A. Leroy] Roy Geela. And that was useful in thinking about
how you use language to create certain kinds et&ff you know, sort of like thinking about
language in the way poets do using different lemgthwords and different lengths of sentences,
for example, to create a certain kind of effectimnreader. So things like that, law is the art of
persuasion in a large degree, and how you use dagegean be a very effective tool.

MB: That's interesting. What were your experiendes &t Harvard? You had mentioned that,
you know, you kind of felt like you needed to coni. Was it enjoyable?

CW: Once in a while. It was very, very hard worlerdare a couple things that I think of that
sort of symbolize the experience. You know, inhhsghool being a successful scholar was
nothing in terms of social respect that you wouwdtl gAt Loomis it was somewhat more so. At
Bowdoin people who were James Bowdoin scholarsatean’s list did get some respect. But
being an athlete, or outstanding athlete was gtll, know, perhaps more, gave you more social
prominence. But at Harvard, Harvard Law Schoahdable to sit at a table in the library that
had a little thing that said, “reserved for Law Rsveditors”, that was the key, that was the
highest social pinnacle that one could achievervatd Law Review was the highest ranking
students who then become the writers and editaitsi®publication. So there’s a sort of
gradation as you move up the line in terms of havelmrespect and honor are given to people
who are successful academically.

MB: Was that something that you were involved witle, taw Review?
CW: No, | wasn't close to Law Review.

MB: At what point did you realize that law was sonmajtthat you enjoyed?



CW: Well, not really until | started doing it, | tin There were, you know, there were some
classes that | enjoyed and found challenging anayrtimes the intellectual discussion was
challenging. And of course in those days the Smchéethod was used even more widely than
it is, | think, now at Harvard. So many times yoere left frustrated at the end of a class
because you didn't really feel you knew what the Véas. You’d go in having read some cases
thinking you knew, well, this is sort of, these #re rules that apply, and you’d go out totally
confused because the professors would oppose letmathexamples that made those rules, the
application of those rules seem stupid, absurdusfair in various cases. And so that would
leave you, you know, somewhat tormented and wart@ntainty. And many times the professor
would never say, “Well this is what is or should’b&hey would just, you know, leave you to
try to work, to work that through.

MB: Had that, had the method been used at Bowdaimitar sort of questioning rather than. .
. ?

CW: I don't recall that it was. Certainly not in,iifwas it wasn’t anything like the way,
because it was a teaching method that was, you kmesd throughout, especially first year
courses, but even in some of the upper level ceuvssy extensively | remember.

MB: Did you feel that that was more helpful, or hulff

CW: Well, I don't know. It certainly | think was iehded to make you think for yourself trying
to work these things through. People used towall, what we're really trying to do here is to
get you to think like a lawyer, you know, to beeabd analyze issues and see what really was
important and deal with that, and not be distrabtedtuff. And | suppose the Socratic method
was helpful in sharpening your skills in that rejar

By the way, there’s one other vignette that to on af symbolizes my Harvard Law School
experience, and | remember this so clearly. Satuadternoon, it's a bright fall afternoon, and
I've got several books and I'm going down to Langdibrary. And as I'm walking up these,
this long flight of stairs, | can hear the Harvaahd off in the distance marching across the
bridge, across the Charles to the Harvard stadiind then | open the door, this huge door, and
| disappear into the darkness inside; it's so,aswery poorly lit then, and it's like going into a
mineshaft. And the door closes, | can’t hear anyenof the Harvard band, the fall colors are
gone, and I'm there for the afternoon. It wasiadyr

MB: That was more challenging than your challengesdat Loomis or Bowdoin?

CW: Um-hmm. Somebody told, said to my wife at sommfduring our stay there, “Golly,
you and your husband must have a secure marriagean, you've survived Harvard Law
School.” And she said, “Olau contraire, we've hardly seen each other, so it hasn’t betasta
at all.”

MB: When did you meet your wife?

CW: | met her the summer/fall of my freshman yeaB@wdoin. She’s a summer camp



counselor here.
MB: And she then went to Harvard, to Boston with you?

CW: We married after we graduated, she went to Pamhywe graduated at the same time and
we were married after that. And she taught in Waatt, a community out there, while | was in
law school.

MB: Were you a summer camp counselor as well?

CW: No, | was just a blind date.

MB: Was it a summer camp in Brunswick or here in AnBu
CW: Neither, it was out in Casco on Lake Sebago.

MB: Oh, okay. And were you out there as well for sgeason?

CW: No, it's just that, (this is a little ironic), bthere were two junior counselors who had been
seeing a couple friends of mine. And in orderdd@this dance they needed a counselor with
more senior status to sort of chaperone, so thkgdany wife into being that person, and my
friends enlisted me to be her date. And | can rebex so vividly, we're in the dance and we're,
suddenly we realize that these other folks werd@te. And we looked out in the parking lot
and they were sitting, the four of them, in the tbeat we had come in, but we couldn’t see in- we
were standing some distance away- but you cous#@tin the windows of the car because they
were all steamed up. So we thought, “Wow, we’taltfailures!” So we went back and danced.

MB: And then you continued a long distance relatignfiom Penn to Bowdoin for several
years?

CW: Um-hmm.

MB: Oh, wow. Okay, so then after law school, aftet &xperience what were you planning to
do, were you planning on coming back and startiteyvapractice, or. . .. ?

CW: Well, my father was on the court then so there mafamily practice to join, and | felt
that | wanted to go to a smaller community andrba smaller type firm. Many of my
classmates were going to New York, Washington, Aingeles, Boston, places like that and
joining very large firms. That didn’t appeal to mued | didn’t seek employment in any of those.
So | applied for a couple jobs, | applied for erkship, | applied for a job in Hanover, New
Hampshire, and | didn’t get either one. Frank leihrwho is in, was the senior partner in this
firm back then, this is 1958, was a close friendhgffather’s; I'm sure that had something to do
with his decision, so | approached him about tinia.f | had worked in the summer for another
law firm in this area, in Lewiston actually, theaydefore so | knew a little bit about what was
happening here from that; and he took me in asaoczéate. William Hathaway, who later
became Senator Hathaway from Maine and upset Metr@drase Smith, was just going out as |



was coming in. He had been the third person iffitheat that time, it was a three person firm.
MB: And he leftto....?

CW: To go on his own. Actually, he practiced witlafk Coffin for a brief interval before
Frank went to Portland and joined one of the higgi there.

MB: And what sort of law were you practicing here?

CW: Well, when I started | spent most of my timeled Registry of Deeds. | reflected
occasionally, this is what my Property 1 professaras doing the kind of work that he said,
“the girls will do this,” and | said, “I'm the gisl” | was just doing grunt work in the Registry of
Deeds searching titles. That was a substantiélgb@r And beyond that | just did odds and
ends of all kinds of things.

MB: When, at what point did your career begin to bee&ind of a more important position in
the firm?

CW: Well, at some point several years later | becarpartner in the firm and my practice
began to evolve some. | became attorney for tlyeo€iAuburn in 1965. Mr. Linnell had
represented Durham and Poland, two other nearbifesrasammunities, and | began to do some
amount of municipal work. And we represented otttenmunities on a per case basis, and so
that became part of my practice and continues to be

But I, as the firm grew, we’re nine now and haverb&r some time, we began to concentrate
our practices more narrowly, and there are a numbttings that now, that | don’t do any more.
At one time | did some bankruptcy work, | did date relations at one point, and | did some
amount of estate planning, not terribly complexdmmne. And | don’t do any of those things
now. So it's been kind of an evolutionary proceger time.

MB: Where do you focus now?

CW: About half and half in municipal work and emplogmt law. | continue to represent the
city of Auburn, although other lawyers here do mimreAuburn than | do now. And we
represent a number of other communities as wedl vea litigate against communities that we
don’t represent as well.

MB: When you say represent the city of Auburn, wimatyhat way?

CW: We’'re the attorneys for the city.

MB: Okay, so that’'s your municipal court?

CW: Well, we don’t have a municipal court. We pravidgal advice to department heads and

the city manager. If the city of Auburn is invotia litigation we’re involved in that. We
prepare agreements and contracts. We don’t ggtrwech involved in labor relations any more



although that used to be part of what we did. @fmay partners, who does a lot of real estate
work, works with the community development offiegrd they’re working with some of the new
industry, working out agreements to encourage tteecome, he does that kind of thing.

MB: What was the name of, what is the name of thaipon®f the sort of legal advisors?
CW: It's called city solicitor.
MB: Okay, and how did you come to that position?

CW: Well, I'd like to say it was because | was sougit because of my merit, but in fact | was,
| think Mr. Linnell suggested there was an operand that maybe | could become appointed.
So | went around and talked to the city councilmbare are five of them, and I'll never forget
the conversation | had with one who later was miitipal ally in the Democratic, that's not the
end of the world, that’s a train going by. Thera®t of ledge | gather between this office and
the train track so | occasionally see my clieny@s®widen as the building shakes. So |
remember going to talk to him and, at his dougtsiaip, and he said, “Well,” something like,
“You know, no one else come and see me, and famasoncerned you got the job.”

MB: Who was this?
CW: His name was Andre Potuin.
MB: Andhewasa....?

CW: He was a city councilman from ward five, whichthe, which is New Auburn which is the
most heavily Franco-American part of the city. $la’'wonderful person, and, as | said, later my
political ally. But that's how it was, so by defauAnd the person | was replacing hadn’t really
worked very hard at it, and so he was a wondeyltg follow. | can remember once | was
talking with the city clerk or somebody and shej &was helping her work through a problem,
and she said, “Boy, this is great.” | said, “Weglhu know, so-and-so, the prior person, would
have done the same thing,” and she said, “WelladlgtLhe, | remember this conversation where
he said to me, you got the statutes here, don’? ybaok it up.” So | was doing something so |
was, you know, the sort of the fair-haired boydowhile.

MB: Do you remember who it was who came before yau,.a ?
CW: His name was Israel Alpren [Bates class of 19804l he became a district court judge in,
the first district court judge when that positioasestablished, the district courts were

established in Maine for this area.

MB: Oh, wow. | had found an article someplace that that you were appointed to the
Auburn municipal court, but you said that they ddrd@ve municipal courts.

CW: That's right. The municipal courts disappearedause they had a lot of things wrong
with them. They were part time things so that levgywould spend a few hours certain days of



the week doing this, but the rest of the time thdye in private practice so there were all kinds
of chances for conflicts of interest. It meant tiere was a lower level of professionalism
because it was a part time thing. So | was assopgidge of the Auburn municipal court for, |
don’t know, two or three years, until the distiecurts were established and that we were
abolished along with the court.

MB: How did you get the municipal court appointment?

CW: 1 think the judge may have recommended me t@twernor? | can’t remember who was
governor then. It might even have been Muskie 'bunhot sure. But it was a governor’s
appointment | think.

MB: Do you know who recommended you?

CW: 1 think that the, Judge [Harris] Isaacson, wha Weejudge, may have done so. But |
really don’t have a clear recollection of that.

MB: Did you have a relationship at all with Judgeatson?

CW: Yes, it was, he’s the Isaacson of Brann & Isaadsd.ewiston, and he still practices.
Yeah, we had a good working relationship. He'ey\hard worker and very intelligent, highly
motivated, so he was a good person to work with.

MB: Once the district court system became in practiceyou continue on as, in a position, or
was that when you became the solicitor?

CW: | can’'t remember what the time sequence was tindrether | had become city solicitor

by that time or not. But the, none of the, or meattere were a few municipal court judges who
were appointed to the district court, but what leaygal was all the local courts were abolished.
The district courts were established throughoutsth& with regional responsibilities and
jurisdiction, and new judges were appointed agidistourt judges who were willing to commit
to a full time career as judges. And | wouldn'veaccepted that position even if someone had
asked me to because | didn’t want to be a full-fotgye at that point, especially at the district
court level. | wanted to continue my practice.

MB: At what point did you actually start to enjoy RAw

CW: Well, right from the beginning | didn’t, | felike my work in the Registry of Deeds was
kind of like being in the salt mines, but | fourcht there were really opportunities to help
people. | definitely, and this, | guess it maysba little suspect, but | really saw being a
lawyer as an opportunity to do some useful thimghe community, socially useful things, and |
found that was true. And I, you know, | would haeery direct relationship with a client,
something that I, many of my law school classmdids’t have as associates in very, very large
firms on Wall Street or someplace. And | couldauplish something very tangible often for
people, and that was rewarding. And as my wotkéRegistry began to diminish, in those
days lawyers did most of that work. Now you rarede a lawyer in Registry; it's done by, that



work is done by paralegals. And as that strudbexgan to evolve and | was doing less and less
of it, I was also, | had more opportunity to doestimore interesting things.

So, | can remember that Frank Linnell had represktite Lewiston-Auburn Shoe Workers’
Protective Association. That's the union thatjradependent union that evolved after the shoe
strike here. And | sort of began to take that ared | did a certain amount of labor work and |
enjoyed that. | really felt that | was on the sudehe angels there, really believed in what | was
doing. So that was just another place where Iigieitd about what | was trying to accomplish.

MB: What was the shoe strike? I've never heard. of it

CW: It's actually the subject of a film that was mdjesome Bates students and Professor
Branham, who died, you know, a couple years adecc&Roughing the Uppers.” In fact my
father appears in that film briefly and not verydeably. It was, the CIO, AFL-CIO tried to
organize the shoe workers here, and it was prettgh. There was a certain amount of violence
and some of the shoe factory owners had paterncalisivs about, thought they were doing a
terrific job for their workers and were very hust this, and others were mean-spirited and
deserved unions. It ultimately was not succesafud, but this independent union sprang up and
some people | know regarded it as a sort of a cagnpaion that was sort of a patsy. But it,
when | was involved with it the union representeaf] contracts with five of the shoe
companies, and as far as | know none of them egist But that was a very interesting
experience doing that.

MB: Did you remain on as the Auburn city solicitoeawvhen you got your position on the
Auburn Democratic City Committee, or. ... ?

CW: Um-hmm.
MB: So how long were you actually the Auburn cityictdr?

CW: Well, I am still. Although, as | said beforeadtually do very little work for Auburn now.

I do a little, but most, other lawyers here do tradghe work for Auburn. My relationship with
the current city manager is not the greatest, hatldoesn’t help. But besides that, other people
have concentrations in their practice that makeéke sense for them to do work for. . . . |
mentioned one lawyer here who does a lot of raatesvork, and it makes sense for him to be
involved in the community development issues inir@wnew enterprises and providing funding
through second mortgages and so forth to encowegain kinds of industry and other kinds of
activity that the community development departmeittying to support. And that, we have a,
one of the lawyers here concentrates his practideaokruptcy and it makes sense for him to
assist the city in, when the city’s involved inankruptcy procedure, that kind of thing.

MB: And then, | gather, I'd like to hear a little Ioiiore about your position on the Auburn
Democratic City Committee. I’'m not particularlynidiar with what the city committee does.

CW: Well, it's a group of local people who are intesl in politics. It's, typically has a real
ebb and flow, and as an election year comes, nmewple get interested in it. There are always a



number of people who are themselves interestedénrning candidates at some point in the
future and they’re kind of trying to get an undangting of how the political process works and
get involved at a grass roots level, and theresange current office holders usually involved.
Plus there are some other stragglers and volunéeer&dealistic types and do-gooders and other
people who just are kind of hanging on, so it'srallof a motley group, typically.

MB: Is it a selection process, or may anyone be taopénat?

CW: No, anybody can show up and probably be givesidenable responsibility almost
instantly. They’re always looking for people.

MB: What were your responsibilities?

CW: Well, it varied as, it, you know, | wasn't immetkly the city committee chair; | was just a
member of the committee for a while, | can’t rememihow long. But as chair, in between
elections you were just trying to kind of keep thimg alive somehow. But when elections were
coming along, then the city committee would provioleims for candidates to speak and meet.
We would always sponsor some kind of a dinner whiegecandidates would get a chance to
circulate around, and also there’d be some amdwspemking. We would support Democratic
candidates in all the ways that grass roots palitiork is done: working with voting lists,
calling, transporting people to the polls, gettaiggentee ballots, things like that.

MB: You had mentioned before we began the intervietyou had your most exciting
experience in politics; that was on this committeerect?

CW: That's true. Whoever the chair was at the tinas wot going to continue to do it, and
maybe at that time | was thinking about the po#iilof running for something at some point
and thought this would be sort of a low level staggstone to do that. So | decided | was going
to be a candidate and to my astonishment anotlsop&ho was then, a state senator, ran
against me. And he had, you know, some existiadidd a lot of name recognition and because
he’d been involved in politics, was an electedtpzi official, he had some amount of clout. So
that was a little bit daunting. But Andy Potuirhem | mentioned earlier, had been active in
politics a long time, and he and | were friendsause he’d been on the city council while | was
city attorney and we’d gotten to know each otHemight even have done some legal work for
him. And so he helped me, and he had a numbeulitical friends and a lot of relatives, and |
certainly lined up everybody who was politicallytige that | knew. And so we had a meeting or
a caucus, I'm not sure what it was called, that mase heavily attended than any that I'd ever
seen like that. We had, we actually might everehaad a secret ballot, it was pretty amazing,
and | won but by a very close margin. The irohiag as | mentioned to you earlier was that as
soon as the smoke had cleared, and the drama aiteneent of the election had died down,
everybody kind of forgot about it. And in factwasn’t that much later that | can remember,
some bright weekend afternoon | was by myself pajgrthe front of the area that was going to
be our Democratic headquarters in a rather seadipsef the city of Auburn; and | thought to
myself, so this is what it means to be chairmathefDemocratic City Committee. It was really
a come down from Olympus to that realization.



MB: Who was the person that you ran against?

CW: His name was Donald [J.] Bernard. You probal@yar heard of him but he runs a place
out on Turner Road called Skin Diver's Paradideyol’re into skin diving you probably would
go out there and buy equipment from him.

MB: So you were elected to the position as the afdalre committee, and then how did your
responsibilities change at that time?

CW: Well, then | just became in charge of doing thigegs that | was telling you about and
trying to find people to do them. | can rememhaming around like crazy trying to manage a
candidate’s dinner and all the things that you haw#o to make one of these things happen. |
guess probably it was useful in terms of learnhese administrative tasks and how to do them:
how to learn to delegate things, (not, | foundeasy thing to do), how to figure out who's going
to do what they say they’re going to do and whé,ismd who you have to have back up for in
case they fail. And at times important people wioin election years, you know, would come
by. | remember that Senator Muskie was campaigherg while | was city committee
chairman. So | was asked to sort of walk arourth Wim, sort of a local person, when he
visited the local Shop ‘n’ Save store- it was ahb®mething else then- and | was amazed
because there were television reporters therewandere just kind of walking through the store
shaking hands with people. And | was introduciimg bccasionally if 1, if there was somebody
that | knew. My other major responsibility therasathat | had to be sure to get a bottle of
scotch and have it available to him when he staydle, one of the local motels.

MB: That was Senator Muskie?

CW: Yes.

MB: Oh, wow. What was it like meeting him?

CW: Well, he, that, let’s see, that was the year he mnning for president | think. | don’t
know, maybe it was. . .. He was, well he ranpi@sident two different years and ended up
being the vice presidential candidate the secand #&round; | think that's right. Anyway, he
was enough of a national figure to attract televissoverage, and you know, that was sort of a
little moment in the sun so to that extent it weangatic. And he was a somewhat charismatic
person.

MB: What was the Shop ‘n’ Save? Was it still a grpcore, or was itupintelligible word)?

CW: Yes, it was a large grocery store. It was tlevijmus incarnation of Shop ‘n’ Save; it was
called Foodtown then.

MB: Oh, okay. And what were you, were you kind &t jshowing him around the area, or
were you kind of campaigning with him?

CW: Well, I guess it was sort of both because a datdifrom out of town often is aided by



having local people who can say, “Senator, thMrs. Schmuck,” you know, and sort of
introducing him to local people and being kind difradge between the out of town politician
and local folks.

MB: How did the people that you introduced him tceree him?

CW: Well, because he was a person, it's my recotleds that because he was a person who
was getting national attention, and there were yamdknow, like, television lights were shining
on people; they were a little bit awestruck bxi(telligible word) was my impression.

MB: Wow. Up to that time, when he had been goveamorso forth, how had he had impact on
the Auburn area? Had....?

CW: Well, I'm not sure | can answer that questioranly have sort of general vague
impressions, and they’re not really responsivénéd guestion either about impact on the Auburn
area. | can't think of ways, I’'m sure there werany, only | can only think of, that he, you

know, he was appointing people. Like I'm, now, lpretty sure he appointed Judge Isaacson.
And he was appointing generally good people toeservoles where he, where there was a
power appointment in the governor, so that wasveaethat he was affecting things in Auburn.
But beyond that | can’t give you any concrete eplas

MB: Okay. What would be your vague impressions of & a person, or. ... ?

CW: Well, for one, he was a large person, a tallgerdHe had a very resonant speaking voice
so those physical features | think helped to makeamore imposing political figure than he
would otherwise have been. And of course he wBatas debater, and so it's not surprising that
he was very facile in the way he used languaged ganthat was also something that helped to
make him effective. And he would often use thembkigh were not, as | recall, intended to
appeal so much to people’s selfish instincts asdense of participating in something having
more significance on a more global basis, somettiiagthe state itself would benefit from.

MB: Do you, I'm not sure if you're familiar with thi®ut what would you consider his
strengths and his weaknesses?

CW: Well, he was certainly able to attract peoplalgfall kinds of people, to get involved in
politics. He seemed to be able to, maybe it's beeaf his roots in Rumford, to speak
comfortably to people who were in unions, for exéen@But on the other hand, he was able to
mobilize a more ivory tower kind of group, you knowe got college teachers and professional
people like lawyers interested in politics, and yuest absolutely a critical figure in making the
Democratic Party in Maine a viable competitor te Republicans, which it never had been.

MB: What about weaknesses?
CW: 1| think he took himself quite seriously, whichaigailing many politicians have, I've

discovered. So | think he might have sufferedtdrbm arrogance. | think he liked to hear is
own voice, he was impressed by it too, the wayréisé of us were.



MB: | do want to get back and talk more about Autasnvell. Who were some of the other
people who were on the Democratic City Committ&&Ro were some of the very active
Democrats, or even some of the just kind of nadaore grass roots Democrats in the area?

CW: Well, there’s a gentleman named Arnold Leavittaih’'t remember even what he did at
that time, but he had been active in Democratitgipsliong before | showed up and he still has
some small role. And his wife Janice, she stil hgob that has a political connection dealing
with, she, | can’t think of the name of the offitat she holds, but she’s one of the people who
supervises elections in the city. And they rewuiftn every election cycle, keeps the voter list
up and that sort of thing, and that’s, becausensigepretty much proposed by the city
committee.

| mentioned Mr. Potuin. And there’s a fellow nan&aim Michael and his wife Doris, their son
John became a legislator and active in politics thee person who always is interviewed on
tele-, radio and television when the issue of tlmmts comes up because that's something he
has really sponsored, he’s been involved with &ferm party. But Sam Michael was a
promoter; he promoted the Clay-Liston fight and wdmxing promoter, and he promoted other
events. And he was also active in the local pdliti

There were people who were, this is, I'm talkingyvack now, there were people who were,
actually candidates; Richard Rocheleau who jussgote media attention because he later ran
Maynard’s Boot Shop on Lisbon Street, which has gissed and there’s been some articles in
the paper about how this shoe store that's beamngrior all the zillion years is just now

closing. He was involved and became a state Bgisl There were many others whose names |
can’'t now think of.

MB: | wanted to discuss the Auburn community when wewe an adult compared to when you
were a child. How has your experience as an &dué been different from how either you saw
your parents’ experience being or how your expeegenas as a child, socially and so forth?

CW: Gee, | don't really know how to answer that. Yaow, it's just a world of difference
between perceiving things remotely as a child,raeally fully understanding what was going on,
and as opposed to actually having a participatolg as an adult, finding that sometimes that
people had feet of clay and that institutions gemed from a distance to be impressive up
close didn’t look quite as awesome when you actugl involved in them.

It was certainly interesting to see, although I'at sure this is responsive to your question, that a
person who wanted to get involved in local politicdocal affairs could do it very easily. |
remember coming back from my first Harvard Law Sstreunion thinking, my God, I'm the

only member of my class who hasn't floated a fiiliom dollar bond issue lately. But on the
other hand, as the relative size of the frog inpiied, | was able to do some things that they
couldn’t dream of doing in New York City.

| knew the senators; you know, just think, | wemtollege with George Mitchell, | knew him
very well, | played basketball with him. | knewllBiathaway very well, who was a senator. So



| knew that the, Bill Hathaway was also a congressrhe came from Auburn as | mentioned
earlier, served in the congress for several yaas,| knew him well. That was, and being able
to be, to have a role in politics; | was sort ofaalvisor to Hathaway on certain issues when he
ran for congress one year. And that would be blibte for my classmates in large metropolitan
areas.

So it was kind of interesting and challenging talfthat you really could have a role in, a role of
some significance just because Maine is so mucle tfimly populated than these other areas,
and people who, with some interest and some anafuatent, were really wanted and needed.

End of Sde B, Tape One
Sde A, Tape Two

CW: ....most influential period in politics?

MB: Sure, that would be great. One second - thegie two of the interview with Curtis
Webber. That would be great.

CW: Well, for years the Register of Deeds had bepalitical person. And it was a job you got
as sort of a quasi-retired job, or because you'diide what you were doing. And you had
political friends, and you would get, and you wotud and your political friends would support
you, and there were some political bosses. S&sthatv you got to be Register of Deeds, not
through any talent or experience. Register of Bi®lwvas the same, these are county offices.

And a person who had, the Register of Deeds wasigeAugust. . . . | think, no, he had a heart
attack, and one, a person who had been in the,imgpik the Registry of Deeds for a number of
years as a staff person was interested in runnivigll, this was unheard of. And she invited
some of us who had been somewhat involved in psltb meet with her for lunch and talk
about it and hoping that we would help her. Arelpolitical wisdom appeared to be that she
had no chance. There was a legislator who wasngtivho was a Franco-American person, and
often that’s critical, at least it was then, totopet elected to anything in Androscoggin county,
was going to run against her, was going to rund Athought, this is awful, this guy doesn’t
even know where the Registry of Deeds is. And erdave a woman who we know as
competent, experienced, and who could do a heelalf, and that she would lose, and | was
affronted by that idea.

So | told her I would try to help her. And | becaikind of an informal campaign chairperson
and | helped her with publicity, because she neéadledmehow get the word out that she had
experience, and we finally decided we would not @itack this other person as a carpetbagger,
but we’d try to emphasize the fact that she wasarymtlitical person, she was an experienced
person. And we leafleted, and | can remember dibiagwith my wife in various parts of
Lewiston | really wasn't familiar with. And it hgened, that was the year Senator Hathaway
was running against Margaret--- against Bill Coleenrd | was also handing out materials for
Bill, and | had some connection with his campaigmd while | was finding that there was a lot
of support for Miguette Thompson, she had a Fraxmoerican background, but she had married
somebody named Thompson, and we were sure to einpheserever we could that her first



name was Miguette.

| found that there was a lot of support for hed &was also finding that Bill Hathaway was in
deep trouble. Cohen had several issues that hpwsdsng: Hathaway gave away the state to
the Indians in the Indian Land Treaty, he suppotiedstupid Dickey-Lincoln dam, he gave
away the Panama Canal with Jimmy Carter, and heostgal a pay raise for congressmen and
senators, which the taxpayers shouldn’t have halbtdt was one other thing. And people were
buying those issues; they maybe didn’t care abmutbut the fifth one was the one that really
turned them on. “This pay raise is more than r@aned in my life and they’re going to get
that in one year.” So, and Miguette won, and &g wonderful. And not only did she win, but
that stopped, at least for that office, the pattbat had been, existed over the years, of pdlitica
people just coming in there without knowing what treck was going on and sort of being there
part of the day and going off and doing somethiisg and letting the staff do the job. She was
there all the time and she ran again successfléliyd she was succeeded ultimately when she
retired by another staff person who was a goodopeand so it stopped being a political job and
| really feel proud of that.

At the same time, | was, you know, getting thesgulieting things. | remember | went to a
political gathering that Hathaway was going torattat was fundraiser here in Auburn and, of
course | knew him personally. | spoke to him safey and | said, “Geez Bill, I'm going

around and I'm talking to people and this is wimatytre telling me. | don’'t see how you're
going to beat Cohen with just organizing; | dohink that's going to do it. It's going to have

to, somehow you have to meet his television blith\wome other kind of publicity like that.

And | don’t know whether it's getting down and gidr what.” He said, “Well, you know, |

think you’re wrong, | was able to overcome Marg&base Smith with a last minute, you know,
| was way behind in the polls until a month or thefore the election. | caught up. | think | can
do it again. But even if | can't, | can’'t campaitat way, and if that’s the way it is, if that's
what it takes, I’'m not going to do it.” Which wasyou know, | was proud of him for saying
that. | thought it was the wrong thing politicalgnd of course he lost to Cohen. But, so | had
really mixed feelings at that election. | was |isetelt bitter toward Cohen because | felt his
campaign was unfair. There were false issuesharthd, you know, supported the Dickey-
Lincoln dam earlier. He was pandering to peophasst political instincts on the Panama Canal
issue. | remember President Carter speaking ddeut those senators who had gone down with
him on that issue, and speaking with great gratified their supporting that treaty even though it
was so costly to them politically. So | had reaed feelings about that; | was so proud of
Miguette on winning that election, but that wadamal, you know, and just so sad that
Hathaway lost. Part of it was that he was a liherad as a congressman, that didn’t come out as
much as it did when he ran for senate. Then ialmecmuch more apparent, and some people
who were kind of moderates said, “Wow, he’s madperal than | ever realized.” You know, a
great office in terms of providing constituent seevso he did well there. Al Gamache, who
died in the last year, who was his administrateg forgotten what the title of that office is, was
really effective with the local people. But thadimlt work as well when running for senate, so
that was a great sadness.

MB: How did you know Senator Hathaway so well, whighyau first get to know him?



CW: Well, he lived in Auburn, and we played hockegdther and socialized together some,
even after he was in Congress. He, we had some ke is in that picture there, that’s just after
| was admitted to the supreme court, he proposed -

MB: The black and white?

CW: Yeabh, this is on the steps of the U.S. SupremetCloe’s a much younger person as a
congressman, well, we both are. He’s congratudatie, this is a, you know, sort of a press
release kind of thing. That’s his wife Mary on hight, and my wife.

MB: So you two were rather close?

CW: Well, rather close is probably a little too stgobut we knew each other well and actually
had a social connection. We belonged to a grouplafively young lawyers that tried to
promote some changes in legislation where we sdairnesses. And he was an idealistic
person like myself, and so, and | had worked with bn his previous campaigns too.

MB: Was he a member of the Democratic City Committee?

CW: He may have been, but he never, | don’t recall éver really being active in it while |
was. Because he was from Auburn, he maintainedemions with people who were on the city
committee.

MB: How did you first meet him, was it through theisbinteraction or. . . . ?

CW: Probably, we, | know | met him when | was cominip this office because he was going
out the other door as | mentioned. | dealt witin lais a lawyer in various ways, so | think that

was where it started; we had professional connestio

MB: And then what were some of the social activitieg you engage in in general, as well as
specifically with him?

CW: Well, | remember another connection that we hhttlwwas, there was a group of
youngish professional people which included a nurolbé&awyers called the “Wranglers.” In

fact | think Frank Coffin mainly was the person wdtarted that group. We’d meet once a
month and one person would present some topic wioplefully was of interest and
controversial. And Bill belonged to that and sd Hiso that was another way that we interacted.
MB: Why was the name “Wranglers” given to that group?

CW: Well, because it was hoped that there’d be enaogkroversialness to the topic so people
would wrangle about it.

MB: Was it successful?

CW: Yes, although it sort of, after a while it kinfipetered out. | don’t know if it was because



Coffin moved away and his charismatic presenceneasled to keep it going or what it was that
caused it to collapse. But | can remember, fongta, that | argued that a lawyer could in good
conscience tell a client that, whom he believedeauilty of a crime, “You've got to plead

guilty or find somebody else.” And you didn’t haietake that person’s case, didn’t morally
have to do that even though you believed him tglbky. That certainly was controversial
because a lot of lawyers believe, or have talkedhdelves into believing that we have a moral
duty to defend even the people that we believeetguilty and that the system should make that
determination, we should not personally decidaig person should throw in the towel.

MB: Oh, wow. So it was kind of lawyers discussingitipersonal beliefs?

CW: Well, that was one topic, but | gave that as»amn®le of the kind of thing that | recall
being discussed. Shepard Lee, who's a well knavto dealer and was a very close friend of
Senator Muskie was in that group as well, and lemaiver he presented the issue; can a
businessman be a successful businessman and atembpéetely moral and honest at the same
time?

MB: Oh, wow. What was his position on that, do yemember?
CW: | think he argued that it was possible to do,ibwas a close question.

MB: Do you remember any others, of specific peoptewanat they kind of felt was interesting
to present?

CW: | can’'t remember another single topic there wédamon Scales was a lawyer here and
was at one point in the office that my father hadrbin with Willis Trafton was a member. And
Al Gamache who later became Bill Hathaway’s adntiats/e assistant was an active member of
the group. | can't remember any other names nght, you know. Others would occur to me
probably during the day after you leave.

MB: As far as the issues going on politically in Autbat the time, what were some of the
major areas of political need?

CW: Well, I recall that one issue, I'm not- | dorfiink I'm able to come up with many; one
issue that was heavily debated back then was whetlueshould be able to vote a straight ballot
by just checking a box at the top of the ballohefie were political bosses like Louis Jalbert,
who was a very successful political boss here,mjast have heard his name, who very strongly
urged that we should retain the straight ballot recollection is that Bill Hathaway argued the
other way, even though he would have benefitedgislyhfrom retaining it. And eventually it
was dropped as a possibility for straight votimgtnow the Dickey-Lincoln dam as an economic
development issue was debated over a period o$ ydanvironmentalists opposed it, some
people thought it was just an economic boondoggime thought it was, like Hathaway, that it
was a way to bring economic development to an airél#e state that was struggling, had
traditionally struggled economically. 1, I'm jusbt coming up, I'm drawing a blank on some of
the other issues that we thought were importatitadttime.



MB: What was the Dickey-Lickeysic] [Lincoln] dam issue? I'm not familiar with that.

CW: Well, the, wow, I'm not sure | can even remenibername of the river, but it runs
through Aroostook County and through the northeart pf the state. And it's a river that is,
promotes local, makes it possible for local fishamgl - is this the end of your -?

MB: Continue with what you were saying and then.

CW: Okay, well, it's a river that has fishing so tlsgpbrtsmen weren’t enthusiastic about dams
being constructed. But it's an area that, wheegpensive power might have been a factor in
encouraging economic development, where therenjastn’t a lot of economically viable jobs
available. And that's why Hathaway thought thatihg a hydroelectric dam, or dams, on the
river would be really important for the region,tbat was an issue that he got very much
involved in.

MB: Was this river just, close to Auburn, would itlbenefiting this area?

CW: No, not at all, no.

MB: It was up north you said?

CW: Yeah, and that's, he was the congressman franthéodistrict two which is the northern
part of the state, the district Baldacci now repngs, so this was within his district.

MB: Okay, | see.

End of Interview
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