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Biographical Note

William Brownlee Welsh was born in Munfordville, Kiicky, on September 18, 1924. His
mother, Mary Cox Welsh, was in charge of dining$at Berea College in Kentucky. His
father, Benjamin Tibbetts Welsh, worked in a lapargram in Berea. William grew up around
Berea and eventually attended Berea College. Haygvelsh split time during his childhood
between Kentucky and Boothbay Harbor, Maine, wiksegrandfather worked on a dairy farm.
Welsh spent every summer of his youth in Boothbaybldr with his grandfather, until he went
away to fight in World War 1l for three or four ysa Welsh was elected president of the
National Student Association in the mid-1940s guehs a year putting that organization
together. He was chosen to join the staff of Sertdésman Lehman as his assistant. After
Lehman retired, Welsh took over for Phil Sterntesresearch director for the Democratic
National Committee. He also was the Administrathasistant to Phil Hart. Welsh became
acquainted with Muskie through his connections mif@ and eventually went on to be the
assistant to Vice President Hubert Humphrey.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family and edigreal background; Berea College, Kentucky;
Boothbay Harbor, Maine; early political career; idaal Student Association; Assistant to



Senator Herbert Lehman; Rule 22 repeal; researeltdr of the Democratic National
Committee; connection to Muskie; Agriculture Contendt; Public Works Committee; assistant
to Hubert Humphrey; Phil Hart; and Humphrey’s sttetof Muskie as vice presidential
running mate.
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: Itis Thursday, the 13th of November, 2003. &ueat 212 James Thurber Court
in Falls Church, Virginia, at the home of Bill addan Welsh, W-E-L-S-H. Don Nicoll is
interviewing Mr. Welsh. Bill, would you state yofull name and spell it, and also give us your
date, place of birth and the names of your parents?

William Welsh: My name is William Brownlee Welsh, and | wasmar Munfordville,
Kentucky on September 18, 1924. And my mother Masy Cocks Welsh, the daughter of a
Methodist minister, and my father was Benjamin Eittd Welsh who was born in Boothbay,
Maine.

DN: And how do you spell your middle name?

WW: Brownlee is B-R-O-W-N-L-E-E. Those are ScotalsH that came down into the
Shenandoah Valley and then went off into Kentudkgrahe Revolutionary War, and the home
| was born in, in Munfordville, Kentucky, was hormemy maternal great-grandfather.

DN: How did your father get from Boothbay to Kerkye

WW:  Well, that's a good story. His grandfather wa®a captain out of Gloucester who was
born in Boothbay of Irish immigrants, and went éa ®ut of Boothbay and then went down to
Gloucester, married the daughter of the harborenagtwn at Gloucester, and sailed principally
in the Caribbean and around the Horn trade. Ataféstingly enough, I'm right now digitizing
and working on organizing several of his ship leggeople can get into those and read them.
He, as a young man, bought a farm in Boothbay nudaver Road, but he didn't live there until
around, bring his family there until around the @88 But he raised the family in Gloucester; his
eldest son John was my father's father, was tge,vaént to sea with him as a first mate on the
schooners at some time. And he had five daughtetgwo sons, and he sent all five daughters
to college.

And great Aunt Mary, his eldest daughter, went telldsley and was in one of the sixth or
seventh classes at Wellesley, and ultimately tutpetkaching and became the dean of women
and so on, down at Berea College in Kentucky. sgushe went down there around 1898 or
somewhere in that period. And subsequently shedttoall of her nephews and nieces, the
children of John Welsh, down to Berea to go toegsl, and they went on and did various things.
The last one just died this summer in BoothbaynJatelsh, Ill, who was a very prominent
zoologist-biologist at Harvard and had a lot tondth the invention of what serotonin does in

the brain. Anyway, he died this year, Uncle Jddut,my father stayed in Berea and became
involved in the labor program there, which is ohéhose “no tuition” schools where you work
your way through school, and my mother was in ahargall the dining halls and so on and



taught institutional management in the home ecoosmepartment. So | was raised at Berea
and went to school, college, at Berea over thesyear

DN: So you were raised in the community and thanwent to Berea.

WW: | was raised there and went there, that's.rigimd spent every summer of my life,
except during the three years that | was in Worlar Whree or four years during WWII, coming
back to Boothbay and spending the time on the farrDover Road with my grandfather. So |
have pictures of when | was one year old at clake®aown at Oven's Mouth, Dover, and with
my grandfather who ran a small, at that point allsd@éry farm, and got the best of both worlds
in the sense | was raised partly by people in Ketand partly by people in Maine.

DN: Did you know your great Aunt Mary, by the way?

WW: Oh yes, she was quite an influence becauseeihed from Berea in '33, '33 or '34, but |
went back to Maine and spent, would always visitineghe summer, and she was a great
influence because for a while, until | was aboeveh years old, we had an apartment in the
same, my father and mother had an apartment isaime dormitory where Aunt Mary had her
apartment, so she was a great traveler and traaélddough the Middle East and Europe, and
taught art education and art history, and so sheo§d would go up to her room and go through
all of her slides and she'd tell me stories, ansh®was quite an influence in that regard. And
subsequently after she died, the house that we aivam about 1955 or '56 in Boothbay was
her, in effect, summer cottage, summer home, wéhehalways went back to from Berea and
where she retired in 1933. So we just sort ofiooied our tradition, and two thirds of the
furniture that you probably see in this house mayehcome from that house.

DN: Now, did you have brothers and sisters?

WW: One brother, who was a geologist. He diedylaat; he lived out at Salt Lake City in
his later years, worked for Shell Corporation amd&naconda Copper, and then in his later
years was an independent geologist, oil geologist.

DN: Was he older than you?
WW: No, he's three years younger than I, so the jugb the two of us.
DN: Now, did you go directly in the service fronghischool?

WW: No, actually | was, for some reason | skipgezlg¢ighth grade which probably, people
say it is the reason | don't spell very well. Boyaay, and so | was in my, starting my
sophomore year in college when | went into theisepand signed up in 1942, and then got
called up early in '43 and was one of those that afiy basic training in the signal corps, they
sent me off back to college for six months and wdrgrdeen, South Dakota, which was an
interesting experience in ASTP, and then left Aberdand went directly into an infantry
division that was a replacement division, the 66fantry division.



And we went over to England in November of | gu@gsnt in October, November '44, and just
as the Battle of the Bulge hit, they were beginrimground Christmas time move our division
in, was to go on the northern edge of where thg®bkd hit, and as we went across the
Channel, one of the ships ahead of me, about dixalve hours ahead of my ship that carried a
large portion of the 262nd infantry division, wasgedoed off of Cherbourg and lost two or
three thousand men that, wounded and frozen awidaglié so on. And that episode, which was
an interesting story we don't need to get into,dadause the division had lost part of its
strength, they sent us then down to the ports.dii&aire and Lorient, which were the
submarine ports on the Brittany coast in Francd,aapocket of Germans in there, fifty thousand
of them or so, as they swept by out of Normandwyd 8o we stayed there for six months until
the end of the war.

Then | went subsequently down to Marseilles whiseedivision ran the big camps that were set
up to begin to transport troops to the Far East,vaemen the war in Japan was over with, then we
moved, sent us into Austria for occupation. Stayed in Austria until | guess March, April of
1946, and then came home and went back to Berebaakdo college.

DN: And when did you finish at Berea?

WW:  Well, | went through my junior year and gotahwed in the organization of what was
then, ultimately to become the National Studento&ggion. That was being organized by
students in some of the eastern colleges, and nthgbe were a hundred or so that had met,
hundred or so universities and colleges, that hadimthe, around Christmas in '46 in Chicago
and set in motion a system by which this Natiortati8nt Association would write a
constitution at a constitutional convention in Mamh, Wisconsin in the summer of '47.

So | got elected from Kentucky to go up to thahasgional representative, to go to that
constitutional convention in the summer of '47. Avithout getting into a long story, ended up
being elected the president of the National Studessbciation and spent a year with four or five
other officers putting that organization into beirgnd then came back to Berea after that year
in Madison and went and did my senior year, andenlie were in Madison | got married and so
that was a big, big year, '47-'48. Interestinglpwgh, as a sidelight, a very major effort is
underway to write the early years history of thatibnal Student Association, which should be
completed in another year or two; that will be viemgresting.

DN: That's quite an accomplishment.

WW:  Well, it was an interesting, | think the reasthrere are disagreements as to why | got
elected, but the, and you can, in the history yanuread everybody's version of this, but my
version of it is that one of the really major dedsaat this meeting, convention, was over the
guestion of taking a stand on segregated educafon. Berea was founded originally as an
integrated college after the Civil War, and stayddgrated until the state laws in 1903 forced
segregation, and then the college split and thekBdtudents of the college went over near
Louisville and the white students and so on, stagd®erea. But Berea had this history behind it
and was known widely in various, you know, circéssthat, with that tradition. And | was, quite
by random | think, but who knows, | was selectedhair the meeting at which the convention



debated its position on the segregation of educai@ how are we going to deal with, we're
going to lose all the southern colleges and etagtdcetera. And it was a very heated and very
difficult debate, but we kept the organization tinge and we got through that session and
nobody walked out, as they did at the 1948 Demumccanvention. And the organization over
the years became very significant in terms of keggome level of integration and relationship
and membership with black colleges in the soutd,wa@ didn't have as many [southern] white
colleges as we should in the membership, but tere a significant number.

And so there's a, | think because of my, you wallgrtg earlier about a debate coach; | had a
coach in high school in speech and debate who stiskder on everybody learning
parliamentary procedure, and so when | got todhganization up in Madison | was pretty good
at parliamentary procedure and at running a meesimdj think that plus my, somehow Kentucky
being halfway between north and south and withedibte background on this whole issue of
what kind of a college it was in terms of the rhSaue and the segregation issue, probably is
why | was. Now, other people have other versidrthie and we can go into that some other
time.

DN: Now, you went back to Berea and finished uprymdergraduate-

WW: Yeah, then | got a fellowship in something edlthe Southern Regional Training
Program in Public Administration that was fundedliy Rockefellers. And this was an effort to
upgrade the quality of civil service state persdiméhe southern states, which of course had
traditionally been mostly patronage jobs and theyted to begin to create a base of
professional public administrators. So, and thveaie no college in the south, no university in
the south that offered a public administration éegotally as such, when they started this, and |
guess | was in the, probably the third class they took.

So what they did was, you had a summer of intepnaiith a state agency, and then you went for
a quarter at the University of Alabama, a quartéhe University of Tennessee, and a quarter at
the University of Kentucky, at which after that yoould write your masters thesis. And | got
sent to Alabama, to the state planning board intiylamery, Alabama, in the summer of 1949.
And one of my very close friends who had been émAmmy and who | knew before we'd gone

in the Army, was Governor Jim Folsom's press sagyeaind the head of the planning board for
the state was a man by the name of Bill Dobbind,veais quite a liberal in the context of
everything and was a, certainly a Folsom kind ofberat. And my job was to go to the
legislature and sit in the legislature and watatsfumebody jumping up on the floor and moving
to abolish the state planning board. And the nedisat was a problem was because there was a
editor of one of the Montgomery newspapers by trae of Bill Dobbins who was quite a

liberal by those standards in those days, andkbpyconfusing the Bill Dobbins at the
newspaper with the Bill Dobbins that was the champor the director of the state planning
board. And so every once in a while one of thédeclaracters would jump up and rail against
Bill Dobbins and, let's get rid of this guy.

So | had the experience of sitting in the senatistiyin the senate, of the Alabama state
legislature through the summer watching all theatirs, including the old senator who sat in
the front row and ate his lunch out of an old tircket, which was an experience. And then my



friend Ralph Hammond, who was the press secretaryld take(unintelligible) and | around,

and take us around to the various sights incluthegwe went down one weekend to the, | guess
it was the Grand Hotel on Mobile Bay where therd baen the headquarters of the Dixiecrat
party during the '48 election. And we were sittihgre one night having dinner and the band
struck up Dixie, and you know, this was severas tias a year after the campaign. And you
wouldn't believe it, the whole crowd broke out ayud on the tables and swung their napkins
around and so on, so we had an interesting exmeri@nViontgomery that year. And then went
on through the program to, with good teacherseatthee universities, and graduated.

And then after | graduated, the man that had bleeihé¢ad of the program in Alabama had gone
up to the Maxwell School at Syracuse and he waimedsked me if | was interested in coming
up there, and so | figured | was going to be aitenand | needed a doctorate, so | went up and
got a fellowship there and taught as a graduaistassat Syracuse, freshman government or
something, or lectured for part of that, those sesy you know the way they did it with other
people, and worked on my doctorate.

And one day in the second year that we were atc8ge the dean of the Maxwell, | don't
whether he was the dean of the Maxwell School erafrthe other deans in the graduate school
there, Crawford | think his name was, yeah, | thitnkas Finley Crawford, came down the hall
and said, “Bill, are you interested in going to wor Washington?” And | said, “Well, | don't
know,” | said, “I hadn't really thought about itAnd he said, “Well, Senator Herbert Lehman is
looking for somebody, a young fellow that could eback and join his staff down there, to add
to his staff, and | think you ought to go down amrview with him.” | said, “Well, I'm not

from New York.” And he says, “Well, you're a Demataren't you?” And | says, “Yeah, I'm a
Democrat.” He says, “Well, go down and talk to Hitre said, “it would be an interesting
experience for you.” So | got on a plane and vadentn and walked into the old Senate office
building and up to the senator's office and wa#dittle bit, and walked in, and Senator Lehman
at that point was about seventy, maybe seventydexenty-three years old and had a long
career of course of governor of New York and allds of other things, and sat down and he
looked at my resume and he said, “Well now, Mr. $f¢l he said, “I only have two questions
for you,” he said. “I believe in the United Natmhhe said, “and | want to be sure that people
that work with me believe in the United Nationg¥\hd | said, “Well, Senator, you have any
problem with me on that, that's fine.” Then thttes thing, he said, “You're from Kentucky,
and | have pretty strong feelings about civil rgahd | want you to feel comfortable if you're
here because of my positions.” | said, “Well, yoon't have any trouble with me on that,
Senator,” | said, “we're all okay on that.” And $egys, “Well, now go back, and Crawford says
you can't come until you take your exams for yoagtdrate and finish up with those, and then
I'll call you.”

So | went back, took my exams, subsequently passseg and so on. And Lehman called me
and said, “Come on down and go to work for me.’l 8ame down and I think | was paid fifty-
five hundred dollars at that point. And he hadl#rgest staff in the Senate. And it was about,
fifteen of them were paid by the Senate payrold te other fifteen were paid personally by the
senator. And | was on the, my check came from LaehBrothers, from the Herbert Lehman
account at Lehman Brothers. | figured out abaut®onths or eight months into that job that |
should get on the federal payroll, which | subsedyelid and that made a lot of sense over the



years. But anyway, | was sort of the junior persorihe staff, and what we should say about
Lehman is two things: one, he was very interestemung people and we often had dinner with
him and his wife in their apartment up in WardmamkFHotel here. And he took me both to the
1952 and '56 conventions with him, which was alyeaje opening experience | was in, and all
that was involved there.

And | worked with his administrative assistant, amioy the name of Julius Edelstein, who was
a difficult but very brilliant, very competent admstrative assistant. And in those days the
Senate was involved with, well matter of fact, warted right off in, when the Senate came back
into session after the '52 elections, in Januanyechack and we had the initial fight over
changing the filibuster rule, and there were tlvates to change it: Lehman's, Wayne Morris,
and | guess Hubert [Humphrey], I'm not positive @ithat. But I, and in that, in the meeting
that those, | was in the meeting with those sesatdren the decision was made as to whether
they were going to push the issue of the Rule p2ak And Morris and Hubert were a little
edgy about not doing this so much, and they weserdure about it, and Lehman says, “l don't
care what anybody's going to do it, I'm going toggand move.” So the other two came along
with him. And those were the days, an initial baed material were prepared by Joe Rauh and
Clarence Mitchell; Clarence was the lobbyist far MAACP and Joe was the [UAW lawyer]

and head of the ADA at the time. And that kickétloe whole Rule 22 fights [which

continued] almost twenty years in the Senate.

DN: By the way, what was your role at that pointhisstaff?

WW:  Well, | was, it's a very, | was in effect Julifdelstein's assistant, which means | was a
free agent, | did whatever Julius wanted done, wsmmetimes was sort of crap, but other times
it was being able to sit in on all kinds of meetirand, in a sense, represent the office and so on.
The other significant thing, well, and I had, yoww, small legislative projects and did some
writing and learned very quickly the legislativeopesses of the Senate.

The other thing that happened was that there wages, that five or six years | was there, there
was organized sort of a liberal senators caucusatéas very important - - Lister Hill, John
Sparkman, Lehman, Douglas, Joe Clark of Pennsydyakayne Morris, about twelve or thirteen
- - and they did a great deal in the various issieg brought, worked on, to frame the issues for
the Democratic party that went into the, well olmgly the '56 election but more significantly
into the '58 election of the class of '58 for tle&e, and John Kennedy's [campaign and
presidential] agenda. If you really want to untknd where, and we don't need to get into the
Kennedy business, but if you want to understandrvtteose issues were framed and so on, |
mean Lehman for example had a universal medicaletsal health care bill, and Lister Hill was
sponsor of it. So it's a, and the whole educatiene was raised and put in context of the QOil for
Education bills which were to take the off-shorgaities from off-shore oil and earmark them
for the school systems. Lots of interesting, ¢veatand the whole poverty program you can
trace back, and much of that in terms of what theye supportive of.

So that class, that group of twelve, fifteen otiseral senators, and Julius sort of acted as the
executive secretary for that group. And the othmortant thing of that time, and | haven't said
anything about the whole civil rights frame worlchase that was, all that was constantly being,



evolving in the Senate at that time. There wa®aman on the staff by the name of Frances
Williams, African American woman, who was the fibfessional black woman hired in the
Senate. And her father and mother, interestingbugh, were graduates of Berea College,
before the college was segregated. And Francekdmdhd fairly extensive career in the
government and with private organizations that weweking on civil rights and human rights,
and Frances immediately took me under her wingtanght me everything | know about the
African American community, the civil rights commtyy what's going on here and what was
going on there, and really mentored me in ternthatf whole world. | have a collection of some
of her memos that I'm trying to think about whattowith; she was a graduate of Mt. Holyoke,
and her father ended being the head of the segab&ick schools in St. Louis and so on. But
she was very perceptive, very knowledgeable, addyneat influence over Lehman, he relied on
her extraordinarily, more than anybody in termsvbft should he do with this group, that
group, how should he deal with this issue.

DN: Primarily civil rights?

WW:  Civil rights, primarily civil rights. And, foexample, she got me in, | got in and sat in
on one of the arguments before the Supreme CowBt@mn vs. Board of Education, she was
friends with all the lawyers that were arguing ttoe change in the laws and so on so she said,
“You've got to go there and sit in on this,” shgssdyou'll learn something and maybe it'll be
historic.” So, Frances was a very dear friendarg important influence in that regard for
what | learned. So it was really, the Lehman eignee was a learning experience. | learned
about the Senate, | learned about the Democratieerdions and parties, worked on the
Harriman campaign for governor for a while, the fttaan presidential campaign that didn't go
anywhere. | worked a little bit in the Wagner caigm when he was running. So, you know, it
was exposure to New York politics which was, yoownvery important, and exposure to the
Senate and exposure in some ways to the Demo&tatiyg.

DN: And you continued there through the '58 campaig

WW:  Well, no, Lehman retired in '56 after the camven, said he was retiring because he, his
doctors told him, he said, “I didn't want to dietire Senate.” And so | got a call from Phil Stern
who had been the research director of the Demadxatiional Committee and had, earlier on
had been on [Senator] Paul Douglas's staff at oire.pBut anyway, Phil was looking for a
replacement and said, “Do you want to come downtalkdo Paul Butler and to me about
taking over?” And | said, “Well, | got to find alh.” And he said, “Well, this is a good job,” he
said, “you should come down here, and | think yauioy it.” And anyway, the main thing

that's going to happen in the next two years isengoing to have to, we're going to, you know,
try to elect some senators.

So | went down and was hired by Butler and so lo& ctew down there, to become the research
director and was the research director for the citteenin '57 and '58, primarily concentrating

on the senatorial campaigns. And the material,kraw, people say well what did you do,

well, the truth is we put out a lot of gutsy issuaterial and voting record material, and
techniques, some material on how do you run campaié\nd the crew that | inherited down
there were a rather remarkable crew of volunteetissacouple of women who were again very



influential in helping me. A woman by the named_efla McKnight was the world's [greatest
human] repository of all information on voting reds. And in addition to voting records, they
had maintained and begun to massage and nurtutd'mhsure were the first comprehensive
indexes and catalogues of everything that Eisenhane Nixon said, so that ultimately the stuff
we did on Nixon was all used by the Kennedy campaagd the Eisenhower stuff was used in
the '58 elections. And so anything, people woldags call up and say, “Do you have any
guotes from these guys on this or that?”

So, and the party, at that time Butler was a vesrgetic, he created the, a Democratic Advisory
Council which was an interesting mix of senatord gavernors and party people, and former
President Truman was on it, and various subcomesitted committees underneath it. Dean
Atchison headed up the foreign policy, and Galbrhgaded up the economic committee, and
they put out tracts and it was quite an institution

DN: Did your research staff provide staff supportthem?

WW: Some, usually in terms of the kinds of thingsytwould want in terms of presidential
material or, | mean in terms of what did Eisenhosagy or what are the votes in Congress, what
was going on in Congress, mostly that kind of mateiWe didn't, | mean, when you're dealing
with a Dean Atchison or a Ken Galbraith you dop'tstaff work, you know, they do their own
staff work. But their Advisory Council had a sificant political impact that people forget
about.

Often these committees would meet on a Saturdayingpm Washington, and then they would
hold a press conference around one o'clock infteen@on and put out their statement on the
party's position on foreign policy or whatever. dane always made front page in thew York
Times andThe Washington Post Sunday morning with these position papers, anyg Were
prestigious, you know, opposition policy positiorsnd old Johnson and Rayburn didn't like
that, they thought, but they never quite knew wbato with this advisory council and Paul
Butler, and they sort of, you know, always soraaftandoff. But when you had former
President Truman and you had Atchison and you hadr@th, you know, there wasn't much
that Johnson or Rayburn could do about it. Ang'thgrumble that the positions the party was
taking were too far out and all this kind of stufffit as long as you made the front pages in the
New York Times, OK?

So that was two years, and then what | really fedum was the '58 campaign, and this gets us
to Ed Muskie because that was a very importantietidafind, help find candidates, send the
material out of Washington, kind of issue mateitfiat we thought [would be helpful]. | can't
remember whether Ed was running against an incutdagrator, | don't think so.

DN: Yes, he was.

WW: Oh, okay. Oh, that's right, he was, sure.

DN: (Unintelligible phrase).



WW:  Well, I'm sure what we did was, all the votiegords were sent, the complete voting
record, which we were very careful, to check andbd® check and be sure, we'd describe what
the vote was, we'd extract votes by subject maited [send] background sheets that focused on
impact of specific votes on the state. So we madwa whole range of senatorial candidates, and
| guess in that year, twelve or so [new Democrsgicators were elected].

DN: Yes, that was the famous class of '58.

WW: The famous class of '58, and of course theeRtdl Hart and all the rest of them, Galil
McGee, and-

DN: Gene McCarthy.

WW: Gene McCarthy, yeah. That's when the Senatly teok on a whole new dimension.
And | was fortunate in, after going through thapesience, of being hired by Phil Hart as his
administrative assistant when he came down to Wigstm. And | think probably the reason |
got hired was not only that | had some Senate épez, but | think the, Millie Jeffries of the
UAW who had been [Michigan’s] Democratic Nationar@mitteewoman, was at least, and
Helen Berthelot who was director for the CWA, aiséagive director, and Millie was the special
assistant to the UAW, to Walter Reuther. HelertlBsot also was the campaign manager for G.
Mennen Williams and had known Phil through all thtthigan period. So they both were
friends of mine and | think they suggested that &dme and talk to me.

DN: Well, did you work with Neil Stabler?

WW: Oh yes, sure. Although my own sense is, antlaxd | always got along very well, |
don't mean in any way to neglect that, and I'm shaeif Phil talked to him and Neil would have
given me a good mark, but I think the two womenev@ore, the more aggressive in terms of - -
Neil was off often theoretically thinking thingsdnot thinking about the practical matter of
who do | put in that office.

DN: The Michigan group, including Millie Jeffriemé Helen Berthelot and Neil Stabler and
company played a very important role through th&0s9wvhen Paul Butler was chairman.

WW: Ohyes. They were very, they were, and theefothat they represented, the labor
forces and liberal Democratic forces were very ificamt, very important in terms of his staying
on as chairman and so on. Butler's, we can thtieabit about this. Paul Butler told me one
time, he said, “You know, the Kennedys never appted what | did for them in the '56
convention.” He said, “If you remember, | had g projection chart above the convention hall
there that showed the running tally as the stadésdvfor the presidential nominee.” And he
said, “I decided to take it down for the vice pdesitial [vote],” which was Kefauver and
Kennedy as | recall, | think, those were the onlg,talthough there might have been a third, |
can't remember for sure. And he said, “Kennedyhémwthe votes were being tallied, John
Kennedy was running substantially ahead of Kefauvard he said, “I'm convinced to this day,
if the crowd had seen that and the audience hadtkag they would have nominated John
Kennedy for vice president and he would have gavendn a blaze of glory as the vice



presidential candidate for Stevenson.” But, hd,sdihey never appreciated the fact that | took
that [screen] down.” And the first thing they dadter the '60 election] was to get him out of
there when they can, '60, get him out as chairniari.Butler was a very significant force for all
that preparation for the victory in '60 and the &bl '60 congressional elections and senatorial
elections.

DN: Did he, when you came in, give you a mandateuoning the research operation?

WW:  You know, that's an interesting thing. | ddhibk so. | mean, partly the reason for that
is that Phil Stern and the other people that h&a Ibleere had pretty well set a good framework
as to the kinds of things that should be donel, Smean I'm, | can't go back and think of what |
did, you know, what | did differently and what Itpn, but we just kept doing based on the
groundwork they had laid, but doing more of itéalty get into the '58 campaign. And their
publications, théemocratic Digest and their campaign handbooks and, you know, thare'
whole sheaf of stuff that went out of there. Pedajin't have any idea, I'm sure, of the
usefulness of it.

DN: Not long ago, incidentally, | was doing somerkvat the Muskie Archives and there are
folders after folders of material from that periow;ludingDemocratic Digest and exhortations
to get subscriptions to tH2emocratic Digest.

WW: That's right, well, that was a fun publicatiand it was a time where "dollars for
Democrats" was one of the great programs that wslsqul, and thBigest and its publications
and the attempt to really strengthen the conceptstfong grassroots party organization. Once
Kennedy got in that, | don't think there was eveease of purpose [at the DNC] compared to
that period. Even though | went back and workedlghater on, | mean, it was in more of a,
much more of a, a very different kind of a period.

Well, anyway, that's jumping ahead in our story, lbuent up, to stay in sequence, | went up
and interviewed Phil Hart and he didn't, | mearmi& him before this, of course, and sent all
this kind of stuff out to him during the campaignMichigan, but he was a very low key, very
soft spoken, quiet man and | wasn't sure at the titmat this relationship was going to be with
him. But he offered me the job as administratisgistant and says, “I want you to put a staff
together for me, and I'm only going to bring tw@pke from Michigan, two or three people from
Michigan for the staff, you start out and staremviewing people and let's see what you can put
together.”

So that's essentially what | did. | took, | gotiiéliFerris, who had been involved with the
League of Women Voters and federal government aggncame in as legislative director. And
Leila McKnight, who worked with me at the DNC, caimeas office manager. And you'll be
interested in this, one of the first things we ds to call in the National Archives and said to
them, “set up our file system and our procedurdghleroffice so that we never have to worry
about what we're going to do with these files, thagdry year they'll go off to a storage and be
ready for an archives.” So that's what we did ftbmbeginning. The University of Michigan
Library now which has all those things, says thatthe best thing that ever happened to them.
But anyway, maybe you all did that, too, at Musk@fice. But that was, | can't remember why,



oh, | guess the reason | did it was we were vergfahat the DNC, while | was there at the end
of the '58 period, to be sure that the files waretpgether and sent down to the archives. The
DNC files go to the presidential libraries, antiink, and | don't know for sure, but | think they
waited, well | don't know whether that period isatghe Kennedy Library or whether it's at the
Truman Library, but whichever, the Truman Libragslsome in that period but I'm not sure
which.

DN: That would be a goldmine for a historian.

WW: Oh yeah, yeah, yeah, it's, no doubt about t8atl, we could talk a long time about Phil
Hart but we should talk about Ed Muskie and thekhg a little bit. My first encounter with
Muskie was, the first | remember anything about hias, I'd go up and spend August at great
Aunt Mary's house in Maine and | guess the firgtryge had it was the summer of '56, when we
actually took the family up there. And he was tiagrfor governor, reelection.

DN: Reelection as governor.

WW:  Well, then I have to back off, well, let's qhys is '56, | mean as much as we can
identify. | remember turning on the radio and eghim do a fifteen minute campaign piece in
which he was taking apart the speech of his oppgoaéout highway programs in Maine, and
would run a little tape excerpt of this speech flasopponent about highway programs, and
then turn off the tape and comment on it, liveyats obvious. And then he'd turn on the next
thing, ‘Now let's listen to the next thing he sdélyat's not true’, and then would turn it off and
comment onit. And | -

End of Sde A
SdeB

DN: This is the second side of the November 13320trview with William Welsh. Bill,
you were just finishing telling us about the radampaign broadcast you heard from then
Governor Muskie in 1956.

WW: Yeah, | thought that was a, that particulahtegue was really intriguing, and he
obviously did it extraordinarily well. Then in '5& came, the neighbor at our house on
Sawyer’s Island in Boothbay there, was a man bytraee of Vartan, V-A-R-T-A-N, Malcolm
who was a retired lawyer in banking investment fidew York and had retired up there in the
1930s and was an Armenian. A very interestinggerse had come as a child to New York to
get away from the Turkish pogrom against Armenitis.family had sent him to New York and
he'd gone through college at Amherst and Harvam $ahool and so on and so forth. Anyway,
Malcolm retired, and he came over and knocked erdtor one day and Jean was there and he
said, “Mrs. Welsh, | haven't introduced myself buhow who you are.” and so on. “l knew
Aunt Mary, and are you and Bill Democrats?” Andrnleays, “Yeah, we're Democrats.” And he
says, “Well, I'm having a little fund raiser, &litreception for Ed Muskie over at my house
Saturday or Sunday afternoon, and I'm having a tuarel getting Democrats, finding enough
Democrats around this area, Boothbay and so onwBuld you two come?” So that's when |
first met him, and we have a picture, if you wam tm some day make a copy of it for you, of



the group with Ed Muskie out, and Jean and | angb@difteen Democrats from Sawyer’s
Island in Boothbay.

DN: Including, | suspect, Asa Tupper.

WW: Asa's in the background right there, that'btrignd | can probably identify about half of
them, but I'm not sure. But anyway, it was thstfedhance | had the chance to meet him. And
Malcolm was one of the few Democrats | think besidea in that area at the time. So that's
when | first met Ed Muskie. | think, what you wadtto talk about in the context of the Senate
and the class of '58, '59, '60, | mean, whattisat you want to get a sense of? You were there
and so you have a sense of it as well as | damgef -

DN: Well, I'm interested in giving future readersldisteners a sense of what it was like to
come into the Senate with this group of young Demetox senators, freshly elected, liberals, and
at that point relating to the majority leader, Nlohnson. And also some of the interplay,
particularly among those newer members of the 8enatvas a fairly feisty group, and they had
very distinctive personalities.

WW: They did. What, | don't recall that they orgaul themselves as a class in any sense, but
| think the McCarthy, Gene McCarthy and Ed Muskie &hil Hart particularly, the three of

them as | recall, sat on the back row. Maybe wiimebody else, | don't know. But I think this
was a, these were all war veterans; a little sgtg bn Phil Hart, it turned out that he and Bob
Dole and Senator Danny Inouye all were in the shaspital in Michigan, veterans, Army
veterans hospital in Michigan after WWII recupergtup there because of their serious wounds.
And there's a, that's just a little side lightndN think, Inouye, was he one of the, in that year

did he come that year?

DN: No, he came in a different year.

WW: Okay, well see he was part of the group inrssghe was involved. Phil, we were, |
mentioned the Rule 22 fight, okay? The issue camat the beginning of every Congress; does
the Senate have the right to institute as a mattprocedure at the opening of the Congress, the
Senate, to adopt its rules as the House does.itArall the old fight over whether the Senate's a
continuing body and so on and so forth. Well,divd rights groups were hell bent as always to
always make the fight, always have the issue ptit fat the opening day of the new Senate, and
the last thing Lyndon Johnson wanted as the newnityajeader, | guess he was, had not been,
had he been elected in '58? | don't think so,,wadlybe yeah. Let's see, McFarland, well yeah,
he had been elected, yeah. And so Johnson, opinitid) not want to, you know, he had all
these young new firebrands coming into his Senadeh@ wanted to be sure that he established
firm control over them all, and he wanted to, leakanted to negotiate with each one of them
about, “Now boys, don't rock, get out there anknbe boat on me, and I'll see that | can take
care of your committee appointments and just wbatal want,” and was doing all the Johnson
business. So Phil very much wanted to go on thecizwy committee, and of course the civil
rights groups and the labor groups, and what wabdry the more organized leadership
conference on civil rights, came to Phil and saide want you to participate in opening up, in
the opening session of the Senate, be sure youwetmnsider the rules.” And of course



Johnson had said, “We don't need any of that fooéss, boys, none of that, we'll take care of
this on down the road, but let's don't rock.”

To make a long story short, Phil was | think waaiagne of the very few that voted on that
opening procedural motions to oppose Johnson, aadl] “You know, Phil,” | said, “you may
not get your Judiciary spot,” | said, “it's a losigot.” But it turned out that Johnson was smart
enough and shrewd enough not to be that vindictided he didn't need to be vindictive, |
mean, the truth is. And | suspect that that was,know, that this was a period in which, well, |
don't suspect, | know it was a period in which Jaimhad clear national ambitions and looking
towards the '60 convention and everything and tidanht to rock the boat with that, those
elements in the party.

So Phil got on the Judiciary and he got on Agrim@tcommittee, and that was a, that is an
interesting thing that weaves us into the Muskatype a little bit. He didn't know what to do on
the Agriculture committee, but as it turned owas probably the smartest, made a lot more
sense in terms of the state of Michigan for hirbecon there than it did the Judiciary because
Michigan had an enormous agricultural economy. #fad's a whole other story about how we
identified with the dried bean growers and the klelterry growers and the milk producers, and
so on and so forth. But as a member of that coteihe was selected to be, and he was the
one senator from the Great Lakes region on thanutiee, he was selected to be a member of a
Senate special committee on national water reseuvd@ch was chaired by Senator Kerr of
Oklahoma. And they took members from Agricultunel énterior, and probably Public Works,
and | think Muskie was on that committee.

DN: He was on the Public Works committee, yes.
WW: And wasn't he selected for this select committe -?
DN: Yes.

WW: He was on there, okay. So we'd go off to Mayrmel remember this story, when they
went to Maine, the committee? And we, Kerr got @plane from the Corps of Engineers to fly
everybody around the country, and we got up, lamd@&iunswick and the Navy put us in cars
and drove us up to Augusta, to the hearing. Armriember they had the, well, | don't know the
particular titles of the state officials but, likee head of the Natural Resources Department and
the Maine Forestry Department and the Water Resswand whoever these top officials were.
And there was Phil and Ed Muskie and Kerr and twthiee other senators sitting there
listening to this testimony about, and the esskissaie was, you know, what were the main
problems, the main issues in terms of preservati@hprotection and development of water
resources and clean water and all this kind of stufarious parts of the country. And there
were, you know, Great Lakes had one kind of probkemad coastal Maine others.

So | remember this one testimony where the offic@h the government there, in Maine, was
basically saying, “Senator, we don't need any faldessistance. We're getting along fine and
things are okay,” in effect is what his testimongsyand, you know, and maybe other parts of
the country. And Kerr puts his glasses down ovenbse and looks down over the podium and



says, “Well, | have some interesting informatiomehehe said, “Mr. Director. By my
understanding at this point, about ninety-two petoé all the sewage in the state of Maine goes
into the tidal rivers and the ocean untreatedhas an accurate description?” And this guy sort
of swallows and says, “Well, | guess so, Senakat's probably right.” And then he goes to
another @nintelligible word), “Ninety percent of Maine's water systems areaxistent, they

just are untreated or something, municipal watersmon.” “l guess that's probably true,
Senator.” And he said, “Now, am | getting yourtiteeny correct, that Maine doesn't need any
assistance in terms of upgrading its water quality protecting its oceans and lakes and so on,
is that what I'm hearing?” Well, yes, Senatohihk we can handle it all ourselves.” And he
says, “Well,” he says, “I must say, the people kigboma really want to thank you because,” he
says, “we know how to use that federal money, andecreation.” And he went through this
whole business, you know. Well, the fascinatirigghl remember watching it, and we'd have to
go back and look at the hearing transcripts, Iboink Ed Muskie never said a word, kept his,
had a smile on his face, enjoying this Bob Kerrkvover of these Maine directors or whoever
the hell they were, | mean, you know.

DN: Commissioners, yes.

WW: Commissioners | would have thought, and watshjasing a ball watching this thing.
And I'm not sure, but it seems to me that mucha$ #&ork on the whole clean water business
and so on and so forth must have emerged abohbt,after that period of time. Does that ring a
bell with you, or not?

DN: As governor, he had worked on reclassificatibthe streams to initiate the clean up, and
then in the Senate it was after Bob Kerr and De8hisvis died -

WW: That he took over the subcommittee.

DN: That the subcommittee was created by Pat Mckamaad that was '63.

WW: That was on down the line. But | remember fingg whacko, and laughed about it and
thought well, you know, this is an opening that keswill use somewhere down the line that'll
take off. But that was, so what | think, | thirilete's two things to say about this that are
probably worthwhile observations to think about Muskie, Phil Hart, Gail McGee, Gene
McCarthy, and I'd have to take a look-

DN: Gaylord Nelson.

WW: Gaylord. Now those four, though, were all @dithl think.

DN: Yes, the first four.

WW:  The first four, and there may have been twthoge more in the class. | don't ever
remember any evidence, | guess that's a good wovehich they ever took a position with

regards, on a Senate issue, that was an issuedbatominated by their religion. | mean, that
was a whole different world that they'd come ouinaierms of their pre-Senate political



experiences, their own personal experiences, Waaiexperiences. This was a very, | don't
know the right way to say it, but they certainlgli wear their religion on any badge; much less
so than the Kennedys. | always was fascinatddnkt by the fact that this was a different

breed, if that's the right word, and | don't wanihtake too much of a point about it, but it was
quite, they were different in terms of how they Eg@zhed and used their religion as part of their

Now, Phil was an extremely, was a very devout Qathd1e often attended Mass every

morning across the street there from the Senatbatirlittle church, | can't remember which one
it is, would go over and stop in and attend Magéery devout, personal, but you would never
know it. 1 mean I, in eight years, | mean | juahtt think of anything in the time | was in there
that | could say that that was a predominant imftieeon a decision that he made with regards to
public policy.

DN: He and Ed Muskie were very much alikai(telligible phrase).

WW: Yeah, | think, | mean that's my impression aadn. And he was very close to Ed, it
seems to me. | mean, | think between Ed and Gea@akihy, and Gene had his own problems
and his own quirks and so on, but the three of teeemed to me to be very close, and
essentially dealt with Johnson in much the sameawalydidn't get at cross purposes. Their
fights in most instances didn't turn into persdgdlghts. Now, we have, this is the period in
which Humphrey was minority leader, and | guessleeh elected minority leader in '60, right?
Or was it '64?

DN: Sixty-four. He was the -

WW: No, he was '60, he was the minority, | don'ameinority, | mean he was a majority
whip, he was a whip in '60.

DN: He was the whip in '58, '59.
WW: Was it '58, that early?
DN: He was the whip in '59.

WW: Okay, alright, well, | was going to say theertle played for Johnson, and for himself,
and |, this is what | told Karo when we, he didirterview and we talked about this. | always
took the position, and from the outset, and | tdlt@Phil about this, you know, and others, that
these two men, Humphrey and Johnson, were, hadhlhistjc relationship. They both needed
each other. And that Johnson had to have Humghbrbg, to interface in a sense with the
liberals in the Senate, and Humphrey had to hakestm if he was ever going to go up the
ladder in national politics because of Johnsonisihto the south and because of his financial
resources and so on.

So, that, and | think, and | don't recall, butdems to me Humphrey did not play a terribly
influential role in the way that these three thatwere just talking about, Muskie and McCarthy



and Hart, approached things. It seems to me thpsoached their relationship with Johnson in
a much more direct interface, and did not go throdgmphrey, did not really let that kind of
interface occur. Now, | don't know that that's thse, but it seems to me that it was a, not that
they didn't respect or cooperate with Humphreyri'dmean it in that sense, but it didn't seem to
me that he was that much of an interface with tlgesss, these three people, as he was with
other senators in the Senate.

DN: Now, they certainly, with Ed Muskie and my irapsion is that with the rest of that class,
that Gene McCarthy was his own independent s@atylord Nelson, Gail McGee, Ted Moss,
Phil Hart.

WW: Vance, Vance was in there. Now, Vance was ehmore Johnson person.
DN: Right, and he was sort of outside that group.

WW: Yes, yes.

DN: And, but they tended -

WW: Take their own counsel, isn't that a sensacalswhat you sensed with it?
DN: Yes.

WW: So do |, yeah. And they, now | haven't gonektand really, Karo made a lot of, and
I've got to go back and read his book again. Irméee just been through it, skimmed it and
haven't done a thorough job. He made a lot motrefoine 1958 Civil Rights Act, or was it in
'57, '57, '58. Well, we had a Civil Rights Act'67, and we had more civil rights action in '58
and '59. He made a lot more out of that in terfnkbnson's wanting to be identified with that
and wanting to succeed on that. Then of coursedght that the act substantively warranted, |
mean there was not a lot of, maybe the extensioheoCivil Rights Commission, very little on
anything else was major, | mean it was major sigaifce.

DN: Incremental changes, really.

WW: Very small. You had some poll tax at one pdittink we had, that they worked on.
But | mean, the real high powered civil rights gigm of this class of '58 didn't come in until
the '64 and '65 acts, and that's when they wein alrious leadership positions in terms of
pushing that through.

DN: And you also had an administration by then tiead very supportive.

WW:  Well, supportive, and critical to it. What diee, | can't figure out how much time we've
got here, but let's see, let's jump ahead. Twbree things | want to be sure we talk about, and
then we can go back and pick up pieces. The wtiedn air/clean water kind of thing that Ed
did was extraordinarily important in terms of PHart's identifying with that, for Phil, in terms

of the Great Lakes Basin. | mean, the water ishigge was a horrendous problem on the



Detroit River coming down into Lake Erie there, dhd whole Lake Erie died. | remember Phil
making probably the first speech in the Congresaibtine dead Lake Erie, that they'd worked
on with some people out in Michigan and so on, sbralgists and so on. So that whole issue,
and the interface with that resources kind of isgwas extremely important to Phil, and Ed's
leadership on it. So | think that should be -

DN: Interesting question here: Senator Hart wandhe subcommittee or on the Public
Works committee.

WW:  No.

DN: And he and Senator Muskie were very closéinktif there were two senators who were
best friends, they were it and they obviously comitated a lot. Do you recall involvement by
your staff with the Muskie staff or the Public Wergtaff on those Michigan related issues?

WW:  Well, you had mentioned earlier that SenatoNsimara was on the, | guess chaired the
Public Works committee at that point, so in a seéhaéwas, | mean, Phil would have deferred in
terms of public, in kind of public issues and stoffMcNamara. But what I'm sure we were, we
made great mileage out of and must have been itgiyn@volved with is things like the

interface between the agriculture department'sisnaérshed type programs that were, the
grants and all of that, the mechanics and so oa.mAde a lot of use out of that. We got, held
little informal hearings around the state on tkatl conservation interface, there are five
national forests in Michigan, they would all int&cé with this. And of course the, this, going
back to the other point, this, the programs thiatted to small communities' adequacy of their
water systems. | mean Michigan, if you got ouDefroit, was a small town, the minute you
moved, you know, a little bit north in the statelamp, a small town without adequate sewage
and water system programs, just like most othexl patrts of the country.

So all of that was significant. The answer is, $ne that there was a lot of back and forth work,
and particularly when we got into the issues of like the Detroit River clean up. Governor
Swainson, how did he go? Was, there was a loiretinvolvement back and forth with
McNamara and Hart, and I'm sure the Public Wor&#,sind the governor's office when the
governor decided to make a move on the pollutidnd | think you had to have a governor's
clearance for certain enforcement acts to takegfad | can't remember the structure, but he
had, he was under a great deal of pressure nat &amything because this involved the Ford
River Rouge plant. And you had bottled, the watdhe southern end of the Detroit River going
into Lake Erie was, it wasn't just murky, it hadig@articles in it that would not, you took a
gallon jug of it and looked at it and held it thef&aese damn particles wouldn't precipitate,
they'd float in the water when it came out at #vad down there. It was really bad.

So Swainson took on a major effort in terms of dowating with all these forces that are
involved in that federal enforcement action to oleg@ that river and that lake. We went in to, |
remember when | went to work for Humphrey and onide first speeches, the first things that
we worked on with him as vice president, we wetd sntown, in Munroe, Michigan that was
right below the head of the Detroit River therextrte Lake Erie, and made a speech about this
in 1969. Interestingly enough, | wrote the speasla water pollution speech. We went in there



because there was a dedication of a new librayHamphrey read the water pollution speech
and then he turned to the woman who was retiringttie library had been named for in this
little town, this small town, and God knows what hame was. But anyway he turned to her
and he did one of those Humphrey things that, yawk you never believe it can happen, he
made a twenty minute speech about her that helel meet in his life, about what in effect it
meant to be a small town librarian, what she'd donéhe kids, her significance to the
community. | mean, they were all wiping their eydtswas the damndest speech. | thought,
well, Welsh, you got to learn but no matter, bagt plans, when you're working for this guy, are
out the window. Let's switch over, | want to beeswe talk a little bit about two things, a
couple of recollections | have. One is Humphreglgction of Muskie.

DN: Yes.

WW: The people that were involved in that, | thihk people that he was thinking about, the
list that he was thinking about in terms of possiite presidential running mates were Fred
Harris, who'd been chairman of the Democratic Neti®Committee and senator from
Oklahoma, and who else? Governor Hughes of NeseyerSeems to me there were three
possible ones. | had taken the position earlyrmigle the immediate small staff discussions on
this, that | thought Ed Muskie was the right persmmHumphrey to run with, and we had, and
never, and | don't think, as I look back on it tttheere was ever any, | can't remember any
negative arguments about Ed Muskie being a vicsigeatial nominee. The problems that |
recall were that Humphrey felt some obligation&ted in terms of Fred and his wife LaDonna
who were both of them extraordinarily pushy at fha@int and pulling out all kinds of strange
people to come in and talk to Humphrey on his dehad so on and so forth, and there was a lot
of negative about, in terms of discussions aboedl and so on going. But | don't think he was
ever a serious contender, at least in the latbgest the last few days of the convention.

Well, anyway, what | wanted to be sure | told ysdhat we were up in Humphrey's suite the
morning before he called, before he talked to Bdd he said, | think he said to me, “Go down
and get him, or go out and call him and say | wanalk to him.” And Ed came up and talked
to him, and there was a long conversation abouesiung and | thought, well this is going on
too long, and there was some indecision back artid.féAnd as it turned out, it involved one of
his children, Ed's children, | guess a daughtemd Ed had some problems in terms of would
this be something that would have an impact orifeeand her situation. And that was a
stumbling point there for a while. But he'd make tlecision and they'd worked this through,
Humphrey turned around to Vi Williams who was lesretary and did what he did on a number
of occasions and that is, | want to dictate aelithlemorandum about why | selected Ed Muskie.
And the essence of it was, as | remember one spetifase from it, is that there's a time when a
president has to have somebody that he can tdéllatde trusts implicitly. He can't talk to his
wife, he can't talk to his staff, he can't talkatoy other politician. There's only one person that
he can really, basically can confide in, and tHagsvice president who is a Constitutional
officer and who has to assume the responsibilipghith him, and I've got to have somebody
that | can implicitly trust. Which | thought wasteresting; then he went on and talked about
some other things.

Well, | want to make a point about that memo beeai®rman Sherman, who was Humphrey's



press secretary and has done a lot of work in ahdfadhe Humphrey Library up in Minnesota,
and | remember on a number of occasions, not@f letcasions but several occasions when
Humphrey would come back from a meeting with Johriadhe White House and he'd just go
nuts and say, “I've got to get this off my chest] &t me dictate a memo about what went on”
kind of thing. We can't find any of those goddame&mos. | said, “Norman, they've got to be
somewhere.” Well, Vi | don't think is alive any reo| think she's passed. Marcia, who was the
other personal secretary, when some researcherandntisited with her on this general subject,
said, “Well, we never had time to type those merhesnever had time.” Well, that's not true
because | know a couple of occasions that memos wetten. | mean at least they were
dictated to Vi, | don't know whether they were, Bore they were transcribed.

But anyway, there's a gap in terms of what peogletbeen able to find, and my memory of two
or three crucial memorandum; this was one of thémother was the time that Humphrey had
been out to a group of Protestant ministers thaéweeeting during the course, during the '68
period on the war, and had gone out and done &lsgkdending the Vietham position and the
administration. And even though they all were isadreement with him, they gave him a
standing ovation when he left. So he got backéoaffice, and Johnson called him over and
said, to the rooms upstairs in the White House,sandl, “Hubert, | hear you've been making
speeches around town.” And he said, “I hear tbatwere out there with those preachers and
you really got them going.” And he said, “Now Huljehe says, “what | want you to do is to
give me that speech,” he says, “I don't know whgr't do that. You give me that speech.” So
Humphrey said, | started to, he poured me a dnmtklsstarted to sit down and, “No, Hubert,
stand over there, give me the whole speech, kestylbu gave it to the preachers.” Humphrey
said, “You know, that sonofabitch, he said, he maéestand over there and give him a forty
minute speech.” And he was, | saw him ten minafesr he came back to the office, and he was
so mad he could barely stand it. He was just aétiteof his rope. And he went in and dictated
a little thing to Vi about this.

Well, anyway, I'm telling you that if you can euvarn up, if anybody ever turns up, there's a
very interesting memo on, if you can't find the noeive given you what the essence of it was
in terms of why he made a decision, because, | meading things, somebody has to, you
want somebody who can be president, | mean allishal things, but | thought that little quirk
that he put in there was an interesting piecermgeof his choice and so on.

DN: And revealing about him as well as -

WW:  Are we going to get any lunch, Don?

DN: | think we should, and | think what we can d®fop today's conversation, and in January
I'm coming back to Washington and we'll set a date.

WW:  Well, that would be fine. I'd like to do, jusdy two things that we need to talk about in
January. We need to talk about Muskie's own cagmpiai '70-

DN: Sixty-nine to '72, yeah.



WW:  Sixty-nine to '72 period, and I've got somadjsi that would probably be interesting to
say about that. And there was something else, thelte are two or three stories out of that
period that | want to be sure we cover. And | wdl some more thinking about the Senate
situation with Johnson and Muskie. But, well, eddo talk a little bit more about Phil Hart and
why Muskie was an important colleague in termshf$own personal problems that | think are
probably useful to have in that interview.

DN: Yeah, that whole relationship is very importa@n the substantive side, we want to talk
a bit about air pollution and automotive, and hbattaffected Phil Hart. And then in the 1968
campaign how that played out in terms of the wagkiglationship and the campaign relationship
between the staffs, which was | suspect fairly uajgvhen one thinks about the way those
campaigns usually run.

WW: Yeah, all right, that's fine, okay, that's good

DN: Thank you very much.

End of Interview
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