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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is a second interview with Mr. Roy Whitcombhis office at the

Roy Whitcomb: Maine Association of Retirees.

AL: At 172 Main Street in Farmingdale. The dat®l&gch 6, the year 2000, this is Andrea
L'Hommedieu. I'd like to start sort of followingpuon a couple things that Brian talked to you
about at the last interview. One thing | didn’e se the interview was what was your father’s
first name?

RW: My father’s?

AL: Your father’s first name.

RW: Same as mine, Roy

AL: Oh, Roy, okay.

RW: That’'s why they call me junior, okay?

AL: Okay, and was your father’s family from Maineaywway back?

RW: Oh yes, oh yes, yes.

AL: Do you know how far back?

RW: Well my, | have some paperwork that will showytirect descendancy of George
Cleave, one of the founders of the city of PortlaB yeah, | would say there was straight
lineage that goes right back to the first setttérBortland. And my grandmother, his mother,
and my grandfather were, you know, of differentiobgly families, but I believe my
grandmother’s family was more of a Portland eaebyrly, early resident because her middle
name was Brackett, and Brackett's a prominent &wdthame. And Trefethen is another one,
and | think she was also, you know, named likede&r, Minnie Brackett Trefethen, something
like that. | don’t really have those papers witb.nBut anyhow that’s, | would say that's true.
And well, what -

AL: They'’re both Yankees.
RW: Yeah, yes they are, yes they were. What els@davant to know about them?

AL: You said that they were Republican, which -



RW: Well, they were Republicans, and I'll tell yolnyv My father, during the ‘20s, worked
and lived in Ohio. And now in the end of the ‘2Be Depression hit the country and hit the big
cities first. My father worked for a large depagtmh store, and they finally put him on
commission only salary in a department of sellimge@al rugs, and nobody was buying
anything like that. So he really, in effect, wag of work. He wasn’t out of work, but he
decided he might as well be because he was ningetid. Now, he came back to Portland,
and he and his father bought a coal company, Jol@hiSholm Coal Company. And during the
‘30s we had a coal and oil business, mostly of,cadl wood. And during that same period of
course everybody’s, you know, going broke, and mamny people are going through
bankruptcy, and many, many people are leaving itinefehigh and dry. He lost all his money
because all his customers just left him with, yaow, with not paying their bills.

And by the end of the ‘30s, the beginning of WWik, sold, he had to sell his business to a
wholesaler to pay off his debt to them, and themwést to work for the wholesaler. But then he
went to work for the shipyard in Portland becauseais a big, it was wartime. But | mean,
during that period Roosevelt was president, theseweiting a lot of laws to help the poor
people. Among them were the bankruptcy laws, yoank And forgiveness, well, it's all right
to say that, and it's good to forgive people, bbhawabout my father? | mean he was left out of
that formula and really blamed it all on the Denatsr He blamed it on Roosevelt's New Deal
and all those things. And of course I'm a childl] &now is what | hear at the dinner table.

AL: What kind, did they talk about Roosevelt andtjsl a lot?

RW: No, they really didn’t, no, they really didn’ebause it was, | was much too young to
understand it, that’s really what it amounts taut Biey felt they were, it was too bad that the
Democrats are ruining everything that my fatheutitd was worthwhile, you know. But, |
mean, that’s not, | can’t dwell on that, | don’ef¢hat way myself.

AL: Were they politically active?

RW: No, no, no, no, no. No, they were just thera duey were part of the mix. And the small
businesses were being swallowed up by the big bases. And then we, then, | mean, | guess
later on, you know, | don’t know, but I think itdways true, children sort of take an
independent point from their parents, and they waulp just about the opposite of what the
parents do. So when | had an opportunity, you kreowd I'm now old enough to vote and all
that type of thing, | paid more attention to theniderats because | just thought, | liked their
campaigns and their point of view and so forth.dAibegan to meet a lot of friends, meet a lot
of people | knew and they were Democrats, so we\aikind of, it was a social affair as well
as a political affair somewhat, wouldn’t you say.

AL: What do you think are the people or- what weraes of the influences on you as you were
growing up that shaped your attitudes and beliefigally? Do you have any sort of
recollections of what those might be? Peoplegachers that touched you, or events?

RW: Well | suppose you could say there were someheza. | went to Deering High School



and we had a good man named Mitchell.
AL: How do you spell that?

RW: It was Mitchell. I'm pretty sure it was MitchelAnyhow, he was a freshman history
teacher and he was an old timer, and he had beandga while. When WWII came, of course
he’s a tea-, he’s not going to go in the servide!s too old. But he taught us ancient history
and then related it to modern history and to wha&igpening like today, which was back in
1941. Then I went to high school the year the started. And | suppose you might say they
influenced me. | had another teacher named JolmelC@and Mr. Cotrell was a, oh, probably a
junior or senior history teacher; he was also d@falbcoach. And later on | ran into him, he was
a member of the Maine legislature, but that's whemas a member of the governor’s staff, see,
so we had a different relationship then.

But | can’t think of anybody who, | can’t believaybody who influenced me to make me want
to be a Democrat. | wanted to be a Democrat bechadisin’t, | guess if you want to be, as much
as | can think fair about it, I think the governrhias a responsibility to people, and they cause
people to be in certain circumstances. They camsefhther to lose his business, they caused
WWII and therefore millions of people are, you knamder arms, and big shipyards and all
other defense plants were built, and the governmvastdoing that. And so it behooves you to
make sure the government’s doing the right thirmg, know, by your standards. And my
standards were that if you do something you'vetgdite responsible for it, you can’t walk away
from it. And | think, | thought many Republicangm not on that, did not accept that
philosophy. They really thought, we got to getafdyovernment, or we got to do this, you're
now, and that to, not to hurt people, but to mélat more independent. But they absolutely
don’t realize that government makes people so dipdrihat you can't just pull the legs out
from under them tomorrow and say, “We’re doing yofavor, and we’re helping you become
independent.” | believe the government has a respdity that it has to fulfill. | think that the
Democrats recognize that more than the Republicans.

And | think they do this for the reason that if yeant to look at the philosophy of things, | think
the Democrats believe in the individual and the ibdéipans believe in the organization, you
know. And the organization might be twenty peapl@ million people or anything in between,
but the Democrats don't, they think of one persdra time and they try to, | suppose, win their
vote, to win their favor, and do what they thinkyhshould, that should be done for people. |
don’t think that, | think that that’s the hallmaokthe Democratic Party, that it's a people, that
it's an organization of people who want to do tight thing for people. Whereas | think the
Republican Party wants, | think the Republicanéyads what, they used to talk about with, the
man who was the head of General Motors at one tifeesaid that he thought that the, if you
gave General Motors lots of money, enough so thid loars and tanks and whatever they did,
that would be good for the country because the emywould spend its money and the money
would trickle down to everybody, see. And | gudes’s called the trickle down theory, and it's
not true that it does, that it trickles down tosmdy. It trickles down to the next level of your
guys, who are also Republicans.

Which reminds me of a story, but it's about WaReuther, and | don’t know if you know



Walter Reuther? But he used to be the presidetieoC|O-AFL- auto worker’s union, United
Auto Workers, and in a spee-, and they were talkimgut this guy who, (by the way his name
was [Charles Erwin] Wilson), who'’s the head of Gah&lotors, and Wilson’s theory, the

trickle down theory, he said, “If you can't,” inspeech he said, “If you can’t understand it, let
me put it this way. A trickle down theory is liki@s, if you feed a horse well, it'll leave
something for the birds.” And he said, “That’'s wh@ey’re doing.” But anyhow, the, | can’'t go
on with these stories, my mind is not geared toiglohat, except | do remember that one. What
else do we want to talk about?

AL:  When did you first meet Ken Curtis?

RW: Well, | first met Ken Curtis, he was working farcongressman named James Oliver, and
his job was to, oh, bring the newspaper peopléh®news people, up to date on what Jim
Oliver was doing. And | was a newspaperman, aag,the used to come around to me and
promote Jim Oliver, so | got to know him more wdehat way, as a starter. | was working in
York County at the time. Well, Jim Oliver decid@drun for congress, so he’d show up at
picnics and outings and so forth, and | would shiwat those things and cover them as a news
event. And that's when | met Curtis, then. Later Oliver became elected, got elected, and
Curtis went to work for him, and | later moved torftand and worked in the Portland office of
the PortlandPress Herald. And now Curtis is coming over there to bring sewleases from

Jim Oliver’s office to me, or to whoever was gotngake them in that day, me once in a while.

And then one night I'm out shopping with my wifeaatte of the local supermarkets like
Bradlee’s, it's out in the Westbrook-Portland liaad | ran into Curtis, and his wife, and their
two children; they were out shopping. And he gaithe, “You know,” after we bumped into
each other, “You know,” he says, “I'm thinking afrming for the congress. Would you be
interested in maybe helping me, or at least sittioggn and talk with some others about my
chances of winning an election like that?” Wethiew something about politics, and | guess |
would, you know, know as much as a lot of peoplsaid, “Yes, | would, I'd be glad to do that.”
And so, he lived out near me in Cape Elizabethatime, and, | think he did, anyhow, we set
up a Sunday meeting. When | got out there, ther@wbout twenty people out there, he had
talked to quite a few people, and the idea was akéady decided he’s going to run for
congress, he is a Democrat, and he’s got to wirmnaapy. And | don’t remember if there was
somebody running against him or not.

AL: Is this for the, excuse me, the Senate or theskl®

RW: The House of Representatives, this was 196gwthas a very good year for the
Democrats because Lyndon Johnson was runningdteation and Barry Goldwater was
running against him. So anyhow, | met Curtis thed we all agreed, I'm a reporter, | can’t
really be a paid employee of his unless | quit oty, gpnd nobody’s going to quit their job and do
this, they just volunteer. Well, some of them wier@chers and salesmen and things like that;
that’s easy for them to spend an evening or somgtliut as a reporter, you've got to cover
everything a candidate does, and if you’'re worKmrghim or in his behalf, you're perhaps
suspect that you’ll probably only see the goodim &and the evil in somebody else. So | had to
remind him of that, but | agreed to work for himyhow, | said, “I just won’t be, you just can’t



rely on me to ignore something that, if it happenbe bad, that occurs, if | know about it.” And
so they accepted that, and, but | wasn’t reallytwia might call a spy in the camp. | mean, |
didn’t go back to the editor and say, “By the wiye got this great chance to spy on this
candidate.”

But anyhow, what we did is we met on Sundays dtla $hop up over a shoe repair shop up in
Portland, right on Congress Street. And we sdikepthe Curtis for Congress headquarters.
And we, Sundays we’d meet and more or less plar mdavas going to do for the week. Others
were out there finding dates for him to speak dhtthat stuff, and then | would write up a set of
news releases to cover these events and he wdaldritem with him. He didn’t, | didn’t deliver
them, he’d deliver them, and, or his secretary ldithn't know. But anyhow, | did that. And
then he wound up, he won the primary.

| think, I do not think he was opposed but whetmemas or not, the election, he was running
against a man named Stanley R. Tupper, who’s, whke Hown at Boothbay Harbor even as we
speak. And, Stanley R. Tupper, you know, Curtis these two little girls, they were probably
six and seven or eight years old at the time, bhayg tould say together, in unison, “We hate
Stanley R. Tupper,” you know, it was really funimey could do it so well. But anyhow, they,
well they used to do that every time we had a mgedr something. But they were just, they
were funny. But they, we worked, you know, quiteitatrying to get him elected. He winds up
a couple of hundred votes short, two hundred oregbbimg. Well that’s cause for a recount, so
they had to recount every vote, and then that weribr weeks. It was the middle of December,
| think, before they finally determined that Curtiad lost the election by about two hundred and
four votes or a hundred and ninety, something atdhare, almost exactly what they said.

AL: So ‘64 he loses, and then in ‘66 he runs foregoor?

RW: That's right. So for two years, well see rightay, Democrats won everything else, you
know, they managed to take over the legis- Maigeslature, something they hadn’t done, |
think, in fifty years. They went to, and one oé tilings they had as a spoils of war mentality,
they were able to name the state treasurer, theeatiditor, the secretary of state, the attorney
general, and one other person whom | can’t rememBat anyhow, so they named Curtis
secretary of state, so he got a job.

Well, he’s a good fellow and we work together pretell, he called me up and wanted to know
if | wanted to be a deputy secretary of state. Atimbught about it a couple of seconds. | said,
“Yeah, I'd like to do that. What are my responkiigs?” “Oh,” he said, “You'll probably be in
charge of the motor vehicle division, you know.”elM can’t imagine me doing that, to be
honest with you, but | figured, well, they changet@s and you change administrations, these
things happen. So I did that. [Aside: You wanshait that door? It'll stop this beeping noise]
Anyhow, so | took this job, | mean | agreed to t#kis job, and a friend of his named Lenny
Ross was the deputy secretary of state for admatish, and that was like the, well, the rest of
the story | guess, election division and things likat. And I, now they’re going to have to meet
the governor in council before they could, beforet(S was, oh yeah, no, he was the secretary of
state. They swore him in. Now, the governor amahcil have to name the deputies to the
secretary of state, but at the recommendationeo§éitretary of state, and since they’re all



Democrats on the council, but the governor is gtére, | mean the governor, who was a
Republican named John Reed, but they all votedkpow, to hire Lenny Ross as a deputy, and
they voted not to hire me at all. And it was besgail was, well, nobody ever gave you a good
reason, they sort of put it off, tabled it, whagytcall it. And | heard later that there were two
members of the governor’s council, Jim Reed, nat dnyhow, Reed, Bud Reed, Buddy Reed.

AL: Oh, Carlton.

RW: Carlton Reed from Day'’s Ferry, and Dana Chitlsy were, Dana was the Speaker of the
House and Reed was the President of the Senatbo#mthose guys wanted to be governor.
And now they felt that Curtis wanted to be goverraord so they didn’t want to give him any

free help by hiring his aides to work in his offig@u know. And so | didn’t get the job, and

you know, just forget it. But Curtis won anyhow two years he traveled the state of Maine -

AL: Didn’t he use his position as secretary of siatee very visible?

RW: That's right. He would travel to various towansd cities with the highway safety projects
in mind because remember the secretary of statdie¢ésises automobiles. | mean, highway
safety is a great concern, and so he did that.h8wy he also, anytime he went to one of these
towns, he found a few Democrats and asked thenindaa them, “I may be running for
governor, | hope if I do | can count on your supgoAnd they said, “Sure, nobody else has
asked us to do anything.” Well of course not, he/s years ahead of them, you know, for two
years he had this opportunity.

So when the time came for the primary, Reed antti€land Curtis were all on the ballot. |
better be right about that. They may not havéedin on the ballot, but they were all
considering the job, and they’d go to towns aniggitvhere they said, “I'm already pledged to
Curtis.” That's really what happened. Now, hovihether, I'm not sure that they all went on
the, I think Reed did but Dana didn’t. Well, mayhey all did, I'm- we’d have to look at that . .

AL: 1 can check that.

RW: Check that out, yeah. But anyhow, they lostafrse, and Curtis won in the primary and
then the election he ran against a guy named, vasothae attorney general, named Erwin [1967-
1971].

AL: James Erwin?

RW: James Erwin, yeah. And he had a tight race ith too. They almost had another
recount. And then four years later he had a reicbeicause Erwin ran again, you know,
(unintelligible phrase), and we had to count every vote in the state aifil twice, you know,

because that was that close. Yeah, well anyhotthatiwasn’'t my, | wasn’t involved in that.

AL: You didn't work on that campaign at all, for goxor?



RW: No, | worked, no, when |, no, when | left, whbere was this secretary of state thing
came up and then died, | got involved with somenitis of Curtis’ who were the Dunfey family,
D-U-N-F-E-Y, and Bob Dunfey, who lives in Maine amwds active as hell in Curtis’ campaign,
had a brother named Bill, who was very active invNgampshire Democratic Party. And Bill
became chairman of the Democratic Party there anglamted to hire somebody to kind of be a
direc--, executive director, who didn’t have anguyknow, didn’t have any . . ..

AL: Prejudices, or?

RW: Who didn’'t know anybody in New Hampshire is whamounts to. If you don’t know
anybody there you can't get involved with them. dAhat was me. | didn’t know a soul in New
Hampshire except Bill Dunfey, and so they were ablénd that | was independent of
everybody, which | had to be because | didn’t kibem. And apparently there’d been a lot of
infighting previous to that by little factions thiaad their own followers and so forth. And
anyhow, |, that's a much different structure dowere, by the way. There were ten counties,
and each county has ten members of the state cteensb when they all meet that's a hundred
people, you know. Now, to get those people, dgat-tine of them to go your way on something
is quite difficult, I'd say. But anyhow, Bill Duefy was very good at that, and | had no, | never
had to deal with that issue, getting people to @agri¢h us.

But anyhow, | worked down there for two years, dndng that time Curtis was doing his
campaigning and running up here, and then runrangdvernor. | wasn’t up here, | was down
there, and | was working on another governor’s Gagm in the senate campaign and so forth,
as a Democratic committee, you know, officer or teliar. | came up to Maine a couple of
times just to check things out, or they asked msotae up and, have any ideas, you know, |
could throw at them, things like that. That'’s all.

AL: But after he was elected governor, did you finglace on his staff during those eight
years?

RW: Yeah, well yeah, as soon as he got electedlle®icae up and asked me to come up and
talk to him about a job. And so | said, “Well, &\got a good job down here, you know.” Oh, he
says, you might like it better back in Maine. idsdWell you're right, | would probably.” But

it's like, you know, a bird in the hand is worthdwn the bush. | had a job, I'm driving back to
Maine, maybe | got a job. But anyhow, | did, | @ggbb and | went to work for him as his press
secretary, of the governor, and besides, they thdant to call it that, they called me the
executive assistant to the governor. And, butas weally dealing with press relations and so
forth, and whatever else they could find becausg ave me other jobs. Then | went to, |
stayed on that job about, oh I'd say four years$ heugot reelected and a lot of other people
showed up in his staff.

And meanwhile, I'm burning out, | mean you can oaythis so long. | think I’'m burning out.
And a job opportunity showed up on the governaiédfHut in a different light, and it was the
model cities director for the state.

So | became the model cities director, and | reatlly worked with Portland and Lewiston, see.



And what you have is, the federal government ghwse, each one of those cities ten million
dollars. We had a five year contract, they’re gdim get two million a year, and they're
supposed to go and do things with that money thatcpuldn’t get done any other way because
they just cut all the red tape and so forth andrsoAnd in many cases it involved state laws and
state government programs, and my job is to kingluide those and get those together and
that's what | did. And | had a nice job, a nicé e

AL: You must have, did you work with John Orestis?
RW: Oh sure, yeah, yeah. He was on the model @tiesnittee down in Lewiston, yeah.

AL: He was politically active. Did you ever, wermuyever in, know him in other circles over
the years, Democratic circles?

RW: Well no, really, just, well in the model citipsogram | may have seen him, no, | can’t say
that | have. | know he’s involved in nursing honnesv and things like that.

AL: And Henry Bourgeois?

RW: And Bourgeois, right. Well they were, you simat was, then they had their own model
cities committee in the city of Lewiston. Thoseotguys were quite active in it, | think Orestis
as a lawyer, and he was, and they needed a legasebh he was the legal counsel for that
committee. And Bourgeois, they had a guy workimgthem who was a former Army colonel or
lieutenant colonel, and his name was Carbonneabo@aeau, Dick Carbonneau, and then he,
when he left and Bourgeois took over the job. tBete was a lot of, | mean | stayed out of the,
there was a lot of infighting in that. They hadigas committees doing different things, and it
was not, | just didn’t think it was a good ideaget too close to any of them. My God, some of
them became quite rich, others wound up in jaily know, bribe, well they were involved in
different things, some of them legal, some not, somde extra legal activities.

AL: That sort of came from the model cities?

RW: Oh yeah, well, some ideas they gained from thel, it seemed like it. |1 don’t want to go
on tape about all that.

AL: Lucien Gosselin, was he someone who you workiu?w
RW: Oh yeah, he was the city clerk then.

AL: Oh, he was city clerk then, okay.

RW: What does he do now? | don’t know what he’s -

AL: He is head of the Lewiston-Auburn economic gigwim saying it a little bit wrong, but
it's the economic growth council for Lewiston andtirn.



RW: Yeah, I've seen his name in the paper oncewhibe. | ran into him at a retirement party
for some guy about a year ago. | didn’t know wheatvas doing.

AL: What was it like being a news secretary forgbeernor? You said your responsibilities
were a lot of the times press releases and such?

RW: Oh well, yeah, that -
AL: What made it stressful?

RW: Well, I'll tell you, in the governor’s staff tihe are probably five or six people who are all
press secretaries in their own mind, you know. Awery day some reporter would show up
with a story that he got. How did he ever findtthat, you know? And it's because somebody
in our staff told somebody who told him, and nowshe the front door trying to get it
(unintelligible phrase). Well, we used to spend a lot of time pluggipgsome of those leaks,
but we never were too successful.

And we had, oh | don’t know, the job required adbbther things to do. We set up meetings,
you know, that were newsworthy of themselves armriember, because I'd worked in New
Hampshire, | got a hold of the governor of New Hahige to have him come to visit with the
governor of Maine, spend the night at the Blainei$¢g and we’d have a party for Andrew
Wyeth, who this guy in New Hampshire really thoutite world of because he’s an art collector
in his spare time, whereas Curtis knew of AndreweWiyand all that stuff, but this guy was
(unintelligible word) serious. He was a young man, he was a lawytiieisreenwich Village in
New York, and the artists paid him with paintintieey had no money, and some of those artists
are famous today. But his home is full of great ar

AL: Now, whose home?

RW: John King, down in New Hampshire. So anyhowdsmav Wyeth, we’re going to have an
event for him and King had to go to, we really veahKing to come here for that and we almost
created it for him. But those things, you know, aie that. I'll tell you something strange about
that. That night was a big turnout at the Blaireuse. Then, you know, the evening wears on
and it's over, everybody goes to bed. Now the gowes wife, the governor of New Hampshire
and his wife are gone to bed, the governor of Maigene to bed. Only, he sits up and watches
TV for a while because out in California they'recding who'’s going to run, who's going to

win the presidential primary out there. And Bol®nnedy is running, and Christ, if he doesn’t
get shot and killed, you know, that night. Andéam, now all of a sudden the world drops right
out from under you. | mean that was awful. Andidis awful because of, for a million reasons,
but | was up, | stayed overnight in Augusta andas there so late, | couldn’t drive to Portland
where | lived and come back the next morning, yoovk I'd just be on the road all the time.

So anyhow, all of a sudden I, this happens, now ¢jut to get down to the Blaine House, | can’t
get in, they've locked all the doors and gone to, y@u know. And | figure they’'ve gone to
bed, so I get up at six in the morning and go dtvene because the news media is going to be
crawling all over these two governors, and | meainjust the local guys but the, New York and



Boston and whatever, and they were. And | got dthwene at six o’clock and | find that you
can't get in at six o’clock, but knock on the damd the cook is awake, she let me in, so | went
upstairs, they were awake, they were up actudliyt it was an interesting night, and even, you
know, having been followed by the interesting nilgetore type of thing.

But | was going to tell you something to segue this conversation on total, in its totality;
shooting Bobby Kennedy really killed my spirit & too, you know. | really was quite charged
up when Jack Kennedy got elected, you know, ahdudht that, you know, anything’s possible
and the government can do everything, and on arahdron. And I'd got involved in
government much of the time thinking in those tersbby Kennedy being shot just deflated
my bubble quite a bit. | mean | began to lookhat teality of life as more than just a dream, you
know. And it’s fine for guys to say, you know,lfave a dream,” and so forth and so on, but the
reality is that, you know, it's pretty hard to reéatose dreams. And what happens about a
month later, they shoot Martin Luther King.

| mean, you know, what kind of a country, wherewwecheading is what really scares you. And
it did, it does scare you. And | mean, and | démdow whether we’ve successfully avoided
disaster or not in that point because we still real@ of red necks and nuts in this world. And,
you can just look at yesterday’s newspaper or soimgtor today’s | suppose. So | mean | still
worry about the country around me, but | don’t hthad feeling that we can solve it all if | just
go to work tomorrow morning. You know, more peopée got to do it that way. So, that was
a long story, but that’s a lot of what | think.

My, some day, oh God, someday | keep thinking Ihbiig be a minister, you know, I'd like to

be a preacher because I'd like, | mean | beliewdase things sometimes, and | don’t always
practice everything | suppose exactly the way ywaugl, but anyhow, | admire people who do.
And | just, absolutely disgusted with people wharaa do something for the rest of the, for the
rest of the people. | mean if they just get theius so narrow, they’re only worried about their
own little bottom, that’s too bad, because theyot going to benefit by, nobody else is going to
benefit from it. It's too bad. | think guys likduskie, by the way, helped put some vision in
that, you know feeling, tougintelligible word) you could see where you were going type of
thing. Nice when you feel that way because yoe tikbe able to see where you're going. Well,
| digress, so maybe we ought to go back to whatiéwenotes are.

AL: | was just thinking, what you were speaking d@pda you find that there’s a change in
political participation at least in Maine over tyears since you became involved? Is the
younger generation doing their share?

RW: Well, I think-

AL: How do you see it?

RW: | guess | probably, maybe I'm unfair, but | thithhe younger generation has a feeling that
they want to change things, but | don’t think thieink that government is going to help them do

it, you know. [ think I felt that if you just makée government work right, it will change things.
But | don’t think young people today believe tgati can rely on the government to help them



make these changes. Somehow or other they'veogiu it themselves. And, so you see these
horrible demonstrations. This idea of burningfthg as some sort of expression of concern,
that’s stupid, you know, | mean all you do is até some people. And flying the flag in the
South Carolina State House is not a, that's thais land, stars and bars thing down there, that’s
stupid. It's not going to change things, it's jgsing to, it's like fanning a fire, you know, tfat
already out of control, and | don’t see that therauch point to that.

But that's what | think is happening, | mean, yavé people more in that corner of going out
there and making matters worse, but not using yiatmight call the tools that are available to
them. Maybe they’re impatient and they have tadesidered in that respect, but everybody
else was impatient and they got things done. 8o kynow, | don’'t, and then | realize that I'm
not a twenty-year-old liberal any more, I'm oldean that. 1 still think liberal instead of
conservative, but | do, but I do, reality is ddithore, has been with me a longer time, you
know, and things do have to get done the right way.

AL: I'm going to stop right there and flip the tameer.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on side B of the interview with Rohi¥omb on March the 6th, the year
2000. And we were just talking a little bit abgaur position as a news reporter, and | guess the
next thing to talk about is when you met Muskieo y@u remember first being- | remember

from your first interview you talked a little bibaut Milt Wheeler asking you, “So what do you
think of Muskie?” And your response was sort of,éNVI haven’t really given it much

thought.” When did you sort of become aware of kieisnd who he was, and when did you

first meet him, do you remember?

RW: Well | had met him at, when | was a reporteBiddeford, York County, and he was
campaigning for governor. | met him a couple ofds but | didn’t, you know, it was just how
are you, that's it. | never have had a close iglahip, or never did have, a close relationship
with Ed Muskie. | mean, | was at meetings onca while, | went to some parties where he
spoke, and I'd been to some small gatherings, ngdn he’s never been, | would say | would
never consider him a friend of mine, and I'm suiteel were alive today he’d say the same thing.
But we are aware, I'm aware of him of course.

AL: What were your initial impressions?

RW: Oh, my impression was that he’s a very brighbpaad quite tall, and had a way of
considering an issue on every aspect of it, yowmkrso | don’t think he ever left a subject with
an unanswered corner. And | remember him beirigizeéd when he was running for president
for not being able to develop short answers, bechassaid that he examines everything like
you would a diamond that has a thousand facetsyamdhave to look at every one. And | think
Muskie did that all his life, and | was impresseithvthe idea, that you should do that. | don’t
think you can make snap judgments. And that inga@sne about Muskie.



| was somewhat impressed with Muskie by some optwple who gathered around him who,
when they weren’t beside him, would be criticahof, you know, like he talks too long, or he’s
done this or that, which they were sort of negativieich | thought to myself, you know, you
don’t need friends like that because they’re readly helping you. But there were some people
who were good friends of his that | knew, that &knbetter than | knew him. Shep Lee is a
good example, the guy’s a car dealer. CertaingnkiVheeler, Ed McMahon, Dick McMahon,
very, wonderful fellow and a good close friend ofiskie.

AL: Did you know Dick McMahon?
RW: Yeah, I did know Dick McMahon.
AL: What kind of a person was he?

RW: Well, | don’t know, he seemed to always haveadyline of patter, he was humorous. |
think he had a good, you know, a good easy goingopeality, but you know beneath all that a
very sharp mind. It would be obvious if you hact#tl on it and that type of thing. | had an
interesting circumstance occur when | was much geuand involved him. | was, | had a
house, and | had a mortgage, and | missed a cotiplyments on it; now the bank wants to
foreclose. Well, | went to see the bank and |1,sdide only missed two payments. Why do you
want to foreclose? | mean, that doesn’t seem faivéll, he said, “In Maine you know we don’t
start the proceeding; it takes a year to compteiad we don’t want to be stuck with a house for
a year if you decide not to pay for it.” | saidlwould never do that.” Well, da-da, da-da. Well
anyhow, they irritated me quite a bit, and | deditlen going to dump this bank, go to another
bank because, | mean, | just don’t think that waerg responsible way to treat a person. And |
had a full time job, it wasn’t that | wasn’t capaldf paying the mortgage.

And so | went to Dick McMahon, | just happenedée im. He at the time was the head of the
Federal Housing Authority in Maine. He’s the chieincho. And | explained to him what was
happening. | said, “This doesn’'t seem right.” ‘NWenhe said, “I don’t think that’s right either,
I’m going to send you down to see another guy iotlaer bank.” So | went down to see another
fellow in another bank, right on Congress Straedt another block down the road. And he said,
“Well, Dick McMahon said you were coming down.” $explained to this guy what happened,
and he said, “Well, | don’t see any problem. Justg in your paper work, and we’ll transfer
your mortgage from that bank to ours.” And thaitsat they did. | paid back two or three
months to, see what | did is, once | started tipistithe money in a bank account so | wouldn’t
lose it, | didn’t piss it away.

And they were, you know, they were good, very gtwnhe in that bank, | carried the, | mean
they carried me as long as | needed that bandtet sold the house and moved to New
Hampshire. But even so, Dick McMahon was my inttrary and he couldn’t have been nicer,
you know. And he was very helpful, and I'll nevergive him-forget him for that. And he, |
guess he might have done that for other peoplen’t énow. But | don't think he did it as a
political favor in that | wasn’t going to returnyhing to him for it or anything like that. But we
were acquainted, and that’s his job. And my, aridvias quite impressed with him anyhow for a
number, that's one of the reasons. You oughtdd that book called Muskigy Don Hansen.



AL: Yes, | have.

RW: Yeah, well one time they’re talking about McMalend Muskie are driving around town
to town campaigning, and they wind up someplacetwBen the two of them they’ve got
enough money for a pack of cigarettes and one daughAnd | thought to myself, isn’t that,
you know, so they bought the cigarettes and thedonghnut; | guess they split the doughnut
for supper that night. But when | thought, you wngou do establish a pretty, they slept in the
same bed and everything else. Ed, people wouldhah in for the night, you know. But it
must have been quite a lifestyle, huh, for a whill@ning for governor in a state like Maine
where nobody sounds like they want a Democraterhtbuse. | was impressed anyhow with
that.

AL: What do you think are some of the things thaskiel gave to Maine, sort of in his legacy
of having been governor and then senator and thenetsry of state?

RW: Well, | think what he gave to Maine, | think teevas a big inferiority complex in this
state, and | think he gave people a lot of reasmget rid of that and have a superiority
complex. And | seriously do, | think that peopkevk to have some, you know, some idol,
maybe not, that’s too strong a word, but peoplarnedave somebody they can look up to, and
they certainly did have that in Ed Muskie. Anduyanow, | mean you can't treat him like a
saint, but | mean some people do, but I'm not yipe that would do that. But | do feel that he
was very, he was a, like a turning point in thatmall history of the state. | mean, everybody
who grew up in Maine, until he showed up, if yountead to be in politics, you had to win the
Republican primary. The Republicans picked whg tanted; it was all, there was no such
thing as a Democratic candidate for anything. MaiybLewiston, maybe in some other mill
towns, but certainly not anywhere else. And | khituskie’s showing up changed all that. Not
overnight, but he did change it, and, | mean tloétfaat he was there changed it eventually.

And | thought he was quite bright, which is, yowtwn that’s a little bit unusual, too, because a
lot of politicians were hail and well met and ewbigg but they’'re dumber than, you know, zips,
well never mind, they’re not very bright. And Ecubkie was, you know. And that’s to his
credit, I'm sure. That’s my opinion of him, is thahat you asked for?

AL: Yeah, sure. What were the rivers like in Maivieen you were growing up? Did you see
a change in the cleanness of the rivers and otatrways throughout Maine, were you an
outdoors person who may have experienced that some?

RW: Well no, I'm not, you better, you know, just gkhat pnintelligible phrase]. No, I'm

not, because | know rivers are a lot cleaner thay tised to be, and | know that they, a lot of
people are responsible for it, but | always thoughskie was given a lot of credit for clean air
and clean water acts and all that stuff becausewbavent to Congress as a senator, Lyndon
Johnson is running the Congress, the senate at ldad he didn’t like Muskie and so he gave
him whatever he thought was the poorest job orishébut it was this environment, the
environment, nobody was doing anything about ibbddy wanted to, they all wanted to be
superstars, you know, on the appropriations coremitirmed services, things like that. So



Johnson picked a man like Muskie who’s a smartdangun. He found all the problems, and

he started doing something about it. There arergitoblems in Washington that Muskie did a
lot about. The model cities program, you know|lyesurvived some serious tests because of his
endorsement and action on model cities legislatianfinally was created, finally created it in
Washington.

AL: Did you ever have any contact with him duringtttime you were in charge of model
cities?

RW: Well no, no, I never did. No, | just knew abdutl had contact with George Mitchell a
lot, actually. You know, when Mitchell, when Curtjot elected governor, one of the things he
said to me, he said, “Now, you've got to write maugural address.” “Yeah, don’'t worry, | can
do that.” He said, “George Mitchell wants to hgtu out,” you know. | said, “Good, what can
he do?” You know, | don’t know. | only know himofn working on Muskie’s staff. “Well,” he
says, “why don’t you meet him down in B-,” so | niétn down in Brunswick at the Howard
Johnson’s restaurant, Mitchell, that is. And wd tige draft of a speech that Curtis wanted to
give at his inaugural address, first time the gogerand Mitchell had already worked one out
somewhat. So between the two of us we wrote #ttogr. And Mitchell said, “You know, we
really want to mention, the governor wants to enspeathe fact that it's a question where we’'ve
got to have in Maine both pickerels and a payrofsid | said, “I never heard that expression.”
“Oh,” he says, “it's quite commonly used.” | sai@ut pickerels or payroll, what does that
mean?” You know? So we had a long discussiontahati But | mean, but anyhow we did
write that speech together and | brought it backatgr in the day and Curtis looked and he said,
“Pickerels or payrolls?” “Yes,” | said, “Georgédis that.” He said, “Okay, we’ll use it.”

But anyhow, you see how things change. These l&&ddaack room, what do they call that type
of briefing you hear, you don’t get the, you cakideep something. Well anyhow, the deep
history of things like the political, politics of &ne, when Joe Brennan is governor and Ed
Muskie becomes Secretary of State, Joe Brennatolmsme somebody a United States senator
from Maine. Now, he can do one thing, he could @&mself, right, and become a senator. Or
he could listen to Ken Curtis and name Ken Cumtisanse Curtis wanted that job. And he
decided to name George Mitchell. Now, he told Suttat. They couldn’t believe that, but the
fact is there was never a lot warm blood betweercdmp that’'s known as the Brennan camp
and the Curtis camp, if you want to call it thatnd if you look at the list of names of people
who are friends of those two guys, there are orignapeople that cross, you know, over from
one side to the other.

AL: A fairly well divided -

RW: Yeah, | would say. Now, | don’t want to be enghor of the book that says the trouble
with Maine politics is the Democrats never spokedch other, because that’s not true.

AL: Just those two.

RW: But there are those little things. Now you $¢en Curtis would love to have been a
United States senator, so would Roy Whitcomb, ymavk | mean so would a lot of people, I'm



sure. But George Mitchell had a lot of good crdi@dés, but he had a wonderful job for life. He
was a U.S. District Judge for the northern distactd that’s a lifetime appointment, you don’t
have to stand for reelection or reappointment gthang. And he didn’t want that job, he
wanted, he would be glad to be a senator for ttegim and then run again, which he did, and
then he did and he did. | can’t believe how susitgfie was as a senator, wound up being the
Senate majority floor leader, the most powerfut s@#he United States Congress.

And, you know, Mitchell, and then he walked awaynfrit. And God, the present president
would name him to the Supreme Court or to two oedtother things and Mitchell somehow or
other said, “No.” And he hasn’t been that sucadsgbu know, in succes-, | mean they’re still
fighting in Ireland, aren’t they? Why, we’ll nevienow, | mean, except that it's probably never
going to be much different over there. But heaialy gave it all its worth. Now they’re
mentioning him for a Nobel Peace Prize for heaveale. But that's amazing, what his growth
has, you know, been. And at one point they s&h, ‘he’s going to be the next baseball
commissioner,” but that would be just a step althrggway, it's not a great goal to be one have
down on your epitaph, baseball commissioner.

AL: How have you seen George Mitchell develop arahgk over the years?
RW: Oh, quite a bit.
AL: In what ways?

RW: Well, | remember when he was first, when we fingt, you know, he was a very prim,
tidily dressed sort of a devil, you know, wore tag®od suits with areal. . . . | remember this
particularly because he always wore a necktie witkal tight bow, | mean knot in it. And very
tight haircut, you know? And he just seemed likenras, that he was sharp, but he was a little
bit up, you know, he was very tight.

AL: Kind of stiff?

RW: Yes, stiff. And | remember he was going towses running for something, maybe
governor, and | was at an event in Portland agalixe a church or something, but anyhow
there was a crowd there. It might have been thi#dPd city committee meeting, | don’t know.
But anyhow Mitchell shows up and two or three ofbeople that | know, | show up, and
Mitchell stands over there by the door and sayl® helpeople when they come by. My friend
Jane Kilroy, | don’t know if you know her, but -

AL: Know the name.

RW: Yeah, nice woman, but -

AL: It's George Mitchell’s -

RW: Really a robust, you know, heavy hitter typetpoan.



AL: George Mitchell's aunt?

RW: An aunt | think, yeah. She goes over to him simel says, “George, get away from that
door and get away from that wall, and get in tleerd mix with those people,” you know.
“You’ve got to do that, you can’t, you've got to laround and say hello and all these other
things. You can't stay right there.” And a coupfeother people in the, during the few months
mentioned that to him. It seemed to loosen hirbegause | saw him a year later; hair’s kind of
shaggy, he’s got his jacket on with a, no neckffeu know, but he really seems a little
laidback, but I think he was a little more at eas®] | think that's what the people expect. |
mean everybody in the room was the same way, yowkthey were a little more at ease than
he was, and I think that he changed in that respken he recognized that you have to do that.
And, | don’t know, he’s quite an interesting gusn't he?

| used to live in Standish and he used to comddondish when he was campaigning and go to a
home where they had a lot of elderly people, yoavknt was like a, it wasn't a rest home, it
was a, it was a retirement home as opposed td,an@sa nursing home. But he always played
cribbage with a couple of guys there and they cobelat him, but he swore they were not going
to beat him again, you know, and he always madg &ssue out of that. They loved to see him
in Standish for that one reason, to find out hovdiden the last game he played, you know, and
things like that. But that’s very good, nice huntanch, you know. He had the ability of doing
that everywhere, and quite a nice chap. But anylioat’s another story. Well, that’s the end of
that story, | have no more to say. What else dowant to know?

AL: Okay, do you remember meeting Muskie one day?

RW: Well | had to go see him, he was in Portland lamavas at the Eastland Hotel, and | had
to, | know what it was. | had to go up and briegng information to him, and while there
decided | would like to apply for a job becauseseemed to be hiring people | know for
different things. And | was a newspaper reportef kbhad these certain credentials, and | had
worked in New Hampshire, and all that jazz. AnchDdécoll was there, too, | remember that.
And, but what | really remember is that | had tosgy hello to Ed Muskie. He’s in a big room
in the hotel, and he’s got his pants down becaus®'s a guy there who's a tailor and he’s
outfitting him for a new suit, you know, and they'measuring this and that. And | must say,
those tailors do a marvelous job because I, thae Muskie’s not built as well as | thought he
was; he’s got a rotund belly and a large ass, laiscdyuy’s got the tape and the measure. And
when he’s all done, Muskie gets dressed and heslamkderful, you know. But | thought to
myself, you know, that's amazing because | guesst Wappens is you sit around long enough
you do begin to spread in the wrong places. Buhaw, just thatynintelligible word), |
remember that particularly, that odd whole thimgrever did get that job either; probably had
that wrong attitude.

AL: Do you have any other recollections of Muskiat stick in your mind over the years?
RW: Well, let’s see.

AL: Anything related to his sense of humor or hisger or -



RW: Did you put down, did we get in there beforeguatime driving down the turnpike with
him?

AL: Yes, you told Brian [O’Doherty] that at the |asterview.
RW: Yeah, that's right.

AL: Or any other impressions or thoughts that yahidi@out Muskie that | haven’t thought to
ask you?

RW: Well, to be honest with you, no, | haven’t. éam, Muskie to me is like a lot of people in
my life. He makes an impression on me, and hesmltleere, but he’s never been that close to
me that | felt that he did, you know, change mg tiiat much. Guys like Milt Wheeler, whom |
knew quite well, | know quite well, they do, | melbado know them quite well. | don’t know Ed
Muskie as well as | know a guy like Milt Wheeler,even Dick McMahon, or people we know

to talk about.

AL: Are there others around your age that you startebeing politically interested with that
you still keep in contact with?

RW: Well, one guy is the head of the AFL-CIO todayMaine, and he and | worked with
Curtis when he was running for Congress, GrahanGitham. Ed Gorham, his last name is
Gorham, Ed Gorham. And | see him every week of stil], he’s up at the State House. He’s
one of these guys, he was a high school kid archires into the office for Curtis, of Curtis, with
another high school kid and they wanted to do wieatthey could do, you know. So we used to
figure out things that he could do and run off, ¥o@w, run errands in a car, or deliver
something to a printer or whatever it was, but Bméhe was a very nice guy. But he got a, but
he got a bite of politics and | guess it never lhéfit because the job he has now is really a
political job, and he’s very good at it. And h&sen doing it for a number of years. Other
people that | knew, well of course Allen Pease latige known Allen Pease ever since | met
him out there at Ken Curtis’ house the first daysaedown and he thought he might run for
Congress. And Allen was one of the guys that wagheere, along with two other professors at
the university.

AL: University of Maine?

RW: Yeah, yeah, Gorham, he was a teacher therehd3sibeen a teacher at several places,
and one of them was there. And then Pease udes] tohen Curtis got elected governor, Allen
became his administrative assistant, which is gdeyand he kept that job for eight years, and
then the next governor liked him so well he kept bin, Jim Longley, he gave him some other
jobs, you know, for a while. And he’s a very nadep, too. He’s now a past president of this
organization, The Maine Association of Retireeslom’t know, I'm trying to think of other
people | met along the way.

AL: That's okay.



RW: That's okay, I think.
AL: Have any, what are your thoughts on this 2086tkn, presidential?

RW: Oh, I think AL Gore will get elected. If he doet get elected | think the country’s in for
a lot of trouble because Gore, the Clinton-Goreiadhtnation has encouraged the development
of a marvelous business machine that’s runningdistry quite well. Profits are up, jobs are
up. Everything that should be up seems to bel'apsure a new face, a new group shows up
there, they would want to change so many thingsthey would destroy the confidence people
have in the government, and therefore in theirsliard therefore in their companies, and there
would be chaos, and I think it would be a very®asimistake to vote for somebody else, other
than Gore. And | don’t want to comment on the cghbut that's why I think Gore should win.
And I will vote for him, in fact | did yesterday #te local caucus or whatever. There were only
eleven people there.

AL: Small turnout in some of the towns.

RW: Small turnout, yeah. Yeah, and I'll tell younsething else, our town was sent two
delegates for the other guy, four for Gore, to-the

AL: Two for Bradley and four for Gore.

RW: Yeah, because he had enough people there tifyqoaltwo of them. And | must say,

that’s a very complicated formula. That girl hadoanputer punching out numbers like mad just
to count up those numbers to get six delegatesiedegates, yeah. Oh, maybe it's ten delegates.
It's six for Gore and four for Bradley. No wilduds, no independents. But that’s, we don't
know what's going to happen tomorrow, you know.

AL: Right, Super Tuesday.

RW: See that, yeah, but it's another type of antielec | mean there’ll be more than eleven
people vote in my town tomorrow, right, for thenepidential preference, primary, | guess. It's
very, | don’t think, | mean | don’t know how valtdose are really. They've got to be decided
finally at the state convention | guess, you kndhich will be -

AL: Now, go ahead.

RW: No, | was going to say which will be interestiiogsee how they, it shakes out, you know,
to speak.

AL: Do you have any final thoughts on Ed Muskie @imé history, or your own involvement
that we haven'’t talked about that you'd like to dddore we end today?

RW: Well, it's interesting to note that Maine, Maimeconomy is really based on raw
material, you know, like the forest and the agtiatd and the fishing. And | don’t know how



we’re going to survive if we begin to depend omgs like the so-called telemarketing industry.
That is so much of a fly-by-night concept in mynohithat I'm afraid a lot of people are moving
in here, a lot of people are making money at iatqdt could all disappear in a month because

it's based on people’s ability to pay.

And the credit card debt in this country alreadgasmany billion dollars, it staggers the mind.
If somebody called those debts, they would stop gitonomy would stop. | hate to think about
things like that, but that's what, if you look aetfuture carefully in the next nine or ten years,
things like that may change. We, maybe our futifii€s built on electronic, the telephone
ringing like that thing out in the other room, Irtk we're in trouble. We can’t possibly last.
And also because the world is this global villagd we're pricing ourselves out of the market
for a lot of jobs, they’re going to go to countrigeere guys will work for two or three dollars a
day and get their work done. That's going to baiog home to roost more often than we think.
Well, so | mean those things kind of worry mettieibit. 1 don’t know what a guy like Muskie
could have done, you know, in regard to that. Yeyust asking me my opinion of the future;
it's not very good, is it?

| think the people’s spirits are good, and theedigays something, you know, around the corner,
maybe. | believe that. But | think we have tarealists and think about those things that we're
doing. We build these, thousand new jobs in Otonwork for Envisionet, you know, they’re
coming. Where are they coming from, you know, ao@ much, | don’t know. They've

already got thousands of jobs around apart fromdtomnet, from MBNA, from Talk America,

two or three others, you know, and | can’t imaginell | just can’t, that’s all there is to it.

Maybe I'm just not in the right groove, swingingthre right orbit.

And as far as my last thoughts about Muskie agenft know, if Maine hadn’t had a guy like
Muskie, | don’t think they would have invented orlewas very fortunate for a man, that man to
show up in the time that he did, you know. Theetiwvas right for somebody like that. He was
right for it. And there are parts of this countvifere there are, that circumstance was not
fulfilled, 1 don’t think, you know. But not so iNlaine. And I might say, this is a good project.
Keep it up.

AL: Thank you very much for your time.

RW: You're welcome.

AL: We appreciate it.

RW: [I'll be curious-

End of Interview
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