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Transcript

Brian O’'Doherty: We are here today on the"2df January of 2000 with Mr. Roy Whitcomb at
the Maine Retiree Association in Farmingdale. Winate here to do today, Mr. Whitcomb, is



really try to get an oral history of Maine as wadl Mr. Edmund Muskie’s career, beginning with
the days in which you entered Maine history, oitjsl, and trying to end up with today. So,
can you please start by naming and spelling ydun&me?

Roy Whitcomb: Okay, well my full name is Roy Harold Whitcondegment unintelligible due
to electronic drone - microphone error?)

RW: ... it was a positive one. | went to work irdBeford, | stayed there about three years,
then | came to Portland and worked at . . .

... I'd love to help you, what do you want medtw? “Well, nothing,” he said, “I don’t know

yet, but maybe I'll give you a call.” So he called about a week later, come over to the house
on a Sunday afternoon, about six or seven peopte tiand Curtis, and we talked about him
running for congress . . .

... I've spoken to this group and I'm going tg $his, and he would read the release to them so
that everybody would have it, so, they would hdneelienefit of that. And then the newspapers
sometimes would run it. And we were trying to getialogue going between he himself, and a
man named Stan Tupper. Stan Tupper was a, thebRegrucongressman who covered the
same district. And because he was a Republicait ara$ a year of Democrats, hopefully
you’re going to get elected everywhere, we feltooald knock him out. And . ..

. .. that was the same year that Lyndon Johnsbalgated with a landslide, in Maine even, and
almost everybody in Maine got elected in the legigie if he put a D after his name. And Curtis
lost by a hundred and twenty, thirty votes, so &e & recount. And they counted the votes in
every town and city in Maine, and we lost agaimeamount practically, but it kept his name in
the public eye. For weeks after that election mytdkimew whether he had won or not.

And so when the legislature sat in January, rememdpéhat almost the first time in | don’t

know how many years, they had a majority of Demiscrdhe Democrats have the right to
name, or the majority party | should say, names#uzetary of state, the state auditor, the, they
name the members of the executive council, theyertdua state treasurer. Well, . . . so they told
Curtis if he wanted a job they’d give it to him bese he did so much, you know, to brighten the
awareness of the Democrats. So he wanted to betagcof state. Next day, as secretary, they
named him to that job and he became, he becametagcof state on the inauguration day
which is another month or so away.

During that interesting time, I'm a friend of C&'tihe knows he’s going to be secretary of state,
so he named me deputy secretary of state. Noawvaitute, he did that after he got in office,
yeah, after he got in office. Well, the governbthe state is still running the executive council
and he’s a Republican. Some of the members atbeutive council, they were all Democrats,
didn’t like Curtis, really because they’d ran agaihim and lost in the primaries. And they
wouldn’t give him his deputies, | mean, they wontat fund my job. So I'm in one day and out
the next, | was deputy secretary for a day. Angenagain.

Well, that interesting turn also put me in a baghtiwith the editor of the paper that | worked



for. They brought me into the office, they saidNpW, I've been reading about you in our paper
and you can’'t have people in political life beia¢go being reporters, they’d be too biased. And
even though you probably are not biased, it wooiddk lthat way to the general public. You've
got to make up your mind. Do you want to be apalist, or do you want to be a politician?” 1
said, “Oh, | want to be a journalist, don’t wordyaaut that.” Well, that saved my job for about
three weeks, and then | had a chance to go to inddew Hampshire as the director of the
Democratic Party.

See, the Democratic Party is just like the one aind, it has an office staff and a director. | got
that job. And they hired me, they said, becausidn’'t know anybody in New Hampshire so |
couldn’t have any, | didn’t have any one guy thiikeéd better than another or anything like that.
And | kept that job for a year or two. Then Csigot elected governor. Not with me, | wasn't
working on his campaign. | came up here a couptemes, that’s it, just chat with him. And |
went through the campaign mistakes they were makyigg to explain to them how they could
do something differently. In a couple of casey tttiel.

And so when he got elected he called me up agaisald, “Now I've got a job for you. Why
don’t you quit that job down there and come righthere?” “Well,” | said, “I don’t know, it's a
pretty good job | got down here.” “What are yourgpto give me up there?” “Don’t worry, it'll
be a good job,” you know. And he really didn’t kaany idea what | was going to be, he just,
but he was helping me out of the, he figured | itdsappy in New Hampshire. Even | don’t
know whether | was or not. But | said, “Okay, Elbme up and talk to you.” So all the way up
on the road | decided, yeah, I'll stay, I'll go lBao Maine, | really don’t know that many people
in New Hampshire. But you have to remember, yapkeinding up buying a house and
moving out, and moving again, it's a pain in the.ashad a family and they were all, they were
not upset, you know, but they didn’t like to moveund either. But anyhow, | did move back.
And I'm just telling you this about me, only becaughink we’'re trying to get to Muskie
somewhere, right?

So | got to tell you, my most intimate adventuréhmuskie occurred just about the time I'm
coming back to Maine. It's, Curtis is not goverboit he’s going to be inaugurated. Take a
month or so, you know, for a lot of paper work todone and speeches to write and finances to
review and whatever. And we would meet at Maurylig¥ns’ place, Maury Williams lived up
across from the Augusta Country Club. And we’dlugre, then I'd have to go back to New
Hampshire. I'd come up for a day or so, then Itgago back to New Hampshire because |
haven't quit the job down there.

And so one day Curtis is floating around betweertl&wd and Augusta. His car is in Portland,
he’s in Augusta, he’s got to get back. So he s@d/e me a ride back.” | said, “Oh sure.”
“Well,” he said, “Muskie needs a ride back, to®b | said, “Okay.” | don’t care, I've got a
sedan. Well, we’ll meet him at the turnpike galbe, Augusta turnpike gate. So then Curtis has
a way of delaying things, you know. | mean, likkdshgoing to meet a guy at twelve, if that
guy’s smart he won’t show up until one thirty, besathat’s when Curtis is going to be there.
No, that’'s not always true, it was at that timendfanyhow, so we drove around, we finally get
to the gate and there’s Muskie standing there. eid got George Mitchell with him by the
way, who works for him at the time, and we’re gotodPortland and it's beginning to snow. It's



been snowing for twenty, half an hour, and theses gue not only a little upset because we'’re
late, but they're a little covered with snow. Aty get in the car and we drive down the road,
and I'm driving and, | don’t know. When you driaecar on fresh fallen snow, you're not really
where it's going to stop when you hit the brak&s. | would come up to an intersection and I'd
hit the brakes and the car would kind of slip fordyadbut | knew where it was going to stop. The
guy in the back seat didn’t know that, he was Edkieiand he was getting goddamned nervous
about that. He finally said, “Roy, I've had my kes on for twenty minutes now. When are you
going to start doing that right?” | said, “Wellkéep trying to do it right but it’s, but the roed
terrible.” “Well, just keep trying to do it rightyill you?” | said, “Okay.”

So | remember that because | remember somebodyneldter, boy, he gets upset easy you
know, and you really got him upset. But on theeotand, I’'m driving and he’s just riding in
back there. And he, he never reminded me of @j@ha | just think about that once in a while
because he kept saying, I've had my brakes owfentty minutes, you haven't.” And | was
sliding. And what I'm really thinking is this: lath’t know these guys too well. | know Curtis a
little bit. But here | am, I'm in a car with thew governor of Maine, the senator from Maine,
and his aide George Mitchell, and if we go off tbad and get, all get killed, they won’t even
mention my name in the ob-, | won’t even be mergtm the accident. But anyhow, well, let's
see, did you have some questions you'd likeutongelligible word)?

BO: Actually, to go back, we're going to go througledk things because this is some interesting
information. Particularly, I'd like to go back,| #he way back to your beginning in Maine and
ask you a few questions about your parents, andpanents’ names and why they chose to
move to Maine as opposed to any other northeastate.

RW: Well my father's name of course was Roy WhitcorMty mother’'s name was Mary,
Mary Ashton Rustemeyer. And she and my fatherah&eering High School, when they were
in high school. And when, this is right before WWNow, when WWI started, my father was in
what they called the State Guard, which is compariabl suppose now the National Guard.
And it wasn’t too long before he and his brotherevealled into active duty and shipped to
France right out of Portland, in a troop ship ttexhe in here. | can imagine what . . . Well
anyhow, they did, they took all the kids in Portasff to France.

Well anyhow, when he got back he wanted to getiedrand my mother said, “You don’t even
have a job.” “Well,” he said, “I, it's not easy ¢et a job in Maine.” “Well,” she said, “get a job
somewhere else.” So he heard from a couple diundslies that they were hiring guys out in
Akron, Ohio at the Goodyear Tire and Rubber Compahyd he, so he, they, about five of
them, they all went out to Akron and got jobs rightay. My mother, by the way my mother’s
now out of high school and she’s a, she says to ‘Hitvat's not much of a job,” you know, “I'm
not going to marry you, because you're just gomfe making tires the rest of your life.”
“Well,” he says, “I'll work on it.”

So anyhow what happened is, a couple of friendsoét the tire factory knew of a store in
Cleveland called Hally Brothers, which is like wehll it Macy’s would be or something. It
was big in the middle west, particularly in Clewveda They were hiring people. So he went up
there and he got a job. Now he’s in the, he hadeslbackground in carpentry and ruggery, but |



don’t know why, but anyhow, he got into the divisiof rugs and carpets. Well, he got a better
job, now he’s paid based on sales and things li&ednd it's pretty good. So he calls my
mother again and she allowed that it probablypsedty good job and we’ll get married. So she
was living by then in Schenectady, New York, she ledt Portland. And her mother had
moved, and they moved back, she was originally fioenwestern part of Massachusetts outside
of Northampton. Northampton? Yeah, yeah. Ang tent to, she got a job in Schenectady
working for General Electric, that's a big companyt there | guess. And anyhow, from there
she went to Cleveland. They got married. Now tihd there for seven or eight years before |
was born, and then, now it's the late ‘20s, the 120s | was born, in ‘27. The Depression hit
about a year later and when it did, the business$atimer was in is not going to succeed. | mean,
people aren’t buying too many Oriental rugs ang’tieenot buying too many of these other
things, they’re going to let it do until next yeaknd then, meanwhile the store’s losing money
so they decided they would put everybody on a casion basis, no salary, only commissions.
Well, he couldn’t make that. | mean, that did wotk for him.

So his father said, you ought to come back to Mahmere’s no Depression here to begin with,
which is true at the time, only took him a few mareeks to get there, and | think I've got a
good deal for you. Well anyhow, that’'s what théy. dThey came back to Portland and his
father and he got together and they bought a a@mapany. You know, coal and oil, mostly
coal, coal and wood | guess they sold. Well, is\@a established business and they bought it.
And they had a regular list of customers and ebangtelse. But then, geez, when the
Depression really hit, everybody’s broke and theyut of work. And they need coal and wood
in winter, | don’t care whether you’ve got moneynat, so they would have to trust them. Well
a lot of people just went through bankruptcy, thedtymy father high and dry in the water. He
really lost a lot of business, people who just left. And he wound up, this is during the ‘30s,
he’s buying most of his coal from a larger wholesalhen being the middle man and being
stuck. He finally wound up, he had to sell theibesss, he had to sell it to the wholesaler to meet
his debts @nintelligible word). But fortunately for him and millions of othel&/WII started and

a big shipyard showed up at Portland. He wentddkwn the shipyard and he managed to stay
there about six years and got a good wage. Ardkpow, so | mean, he bridged that gap with
that. And after that he got into the businessrgfaieaning.

BO: This is your father?

RW: My father, yeah. Meanwhile I'm just a kid goittgough all this. We, but | mean you
think about it now, we, sometimes you think you hadugh life, we really didn’t have a tough
life. We lived in a nice single home up in the Deg area, we had a summer place on Peak’s
Island. Everybody in the family had it, | meanhé&onged to my grandfather, but you know,
one family another week, another week and allsh#t. But anyhow, after the war he got into
that other business.

Then | got through college. | went to Boston Umsiy after going to Portland Junior College
for a while. Then I got out of BU and | went intwrnalism and | really wanted to do that, |
wanted to. | remember somebody at the collegengayie’ll make you another Ernie Pyle.
Well everybody was saying that, you know, that weesbig thing. A lot of national, there were
well known figures who had been national writersd &thought | could do that. But | began



reading more and more and more and going to classktheir point was this: you want to get
big, you got to start small. Go to work for a shalily paper, or weekly, learn the ropes and
work your way up. | didn’t, I should not have éstd to them but I did, and so | went to
Fredericksburg, Virginia when | got out of collegdly God, a small town, you would never
believe it.

Well the worst thing about Fredericksburg to meyas segregated. You know, | never lived in
any circumstance like that. You get into town #mat’s the colored end, and this is the white
end. Even the railroad stations, they’d have a 8igt said colored this way and that way.

And there | went to work as a reporter on the I@egder. And one of the things you had to learn
was every time you wrote a man’s name down, or @avos hame, you had to say John Smith,
comma, colored, comma, or not. If it's not thdre’'s white. But if he was colored you had to
say it because down in Fredericksburg and all gjindhe South, when the slaves were released
they had to take names, they took the names dathaies that they worked for, or had owned
them. And so because of that, that’s the only ndmeg had. Like you could be a guy like
George Smith, okay, but you're a laborer, a farmchaNow all of a sudden you're free, you've
got to have your own name. Well, try George Smio. they did. So now the newspaper would
have said, it's George Smith, comma, colored, commMany times because they were always
getting arrested, you know, anduh{ntelligible phrase) like maybe, that may not be fair. | was

a police reporter. Well, I'd be covering peopleondot arrested anyhow, you know. But |
remember that, and going on with that about a geap, | worked in that paper.

And all of a sudden it's the Korean War. And | goafted right out of there and wound up in,
well wound up in California for a year, and anotiiear in Korea, and then | was out. That was
a two year enlistment. Not enlistment, they difteu for two years, that was it. Under some
law that allowed, while | was in the service théyarged the law so they could draft a guy for
three years, but they couldn’t draft me for thatehese | was already in under the two year law.
And I'm glad of that because many, several timey tffered me better jobs in the Army, and
better ranks and all that stuff. | don’t want thast get me out of here, I'll do the two years,
period. So I did.

And then | got back to the, back to Maine and | tterwork for theBiddeford Journal, no, no, |
went to work in Biddeford where thl&ddeford Journal was, but théortland Press Herald ran

an office there. And | went to work in tRertland Press Herald, and covered the news. But
you see, thdournal is an evening newspaper and Bress Herald is a morning newspaper, so a
lot of the news that | wrote ap-, you know, hapgkeaesome time after twelve noon, during the
afternoon or evening. It was fresh news in themmagy paper. And thdournal, Biddeford

Journal had to bring it up, you know, it looked like thespuld take all the news out of tiReess
Herald. So there was always some sort of a bad feelingtane being there with those guys
because | was scooping them daily, daily.

| had one, | had, one of the best ways to be at@pgou got to make a lot of contacts. One of
them you have to contact is the police news, igptiiee desk where the, when you call in and
report a crime the first guy you talk to is at thesk there, he assigns a, he assigns anybody who
has to go out to it. But he’s there all day and like a filter, in the operating desk, operations



center. And those guys, you make them, becomediyebecause if they get a, they know that
you're interested in bad accidents, fires, shoatisguff like that, they’ll call you, you know. As
soon as they get the call, as soon as they g@licemen on the job they give you a call. But
you've got to be friendly with them. You got t@wyknow, send them some liquor for lunch and
things like that at Christmas time, and things likat.

| remember doing that and, ha, there was a guyinwgrn theBiddeford Journal who’d been
around for a hundred years. He was always, heawmaan, Sam Leblinsky, and he had worked
for the Boston papers; he wound up settled in Qlth@d Beach. And he was tBeldeford
Journal police reporter and he always showed up anywhdi@, lat a fire or accident or
something. He said to me one day, he said, “Yawkrunintelligible phrase), you've always
got to have a pint of whiskey in the car becauseaitold night, those guys are unhappy, they
want to talk. Get them in the car and give thedniak, they will tell you everything.” So that’s
what we, | used to do that, there was a pint oy in the car. Then comes Christmas time,
you’ve got to give them all a pint of whiskey foCairistmas present.

And | remember the first year | did that, | sent edjtor a bill, you know. | said, | mean, I'm
only making fifty dollars a week and a bottle ofiskey’s three or four bucks. | bought about
four or five of them. And the editor said, “We eewo that, we’re not going to bribe our
policemen. Are you crazy? No we can'’t, we're paying for that.” “You're not paying?”

“No, sir, we, and don’t you ever do that again.hdA said, “Well fuck this,” pardon me, but |
went out of course and bought the liquor. And thsent him a bill for, oh, | don’t know, a new
hat or some other darn thing that you had to hawy®ur work. Because you had to have a little
oil to grease the wheels to get the story, andetdhlgem to call you. That'’s the thing, they got to
be on your side.

And my biggest problem down there, when | thinkw@hbnow, is that | cannot speak French,
and down there that’s all they speak. They arbiktigual. And, you know, if they don’t want
you to know something they just rattle on in Freaod you're out of it. And | complained to a
guy a couple of times about that and he said, “WeVer do that again.” Well he never did, he
really was nice about it. But | never really beéid, because they could still, you know, how
would | know.

But, | mean you're dealing with some terrible siio@as, that's what it is when you're a reporter,
you go to the worst in the world. | remember oag doing up the river from Biddeford in the
winter, and there’s an ice pond out in the fronsainebody’s home and it's a backwash of the
river itself, the Saco River. And some kids aretbere playing, that ice breaks, they go down,
and they drowned. They’re dead, two of them. Wh# family gets them out somehow or
other. But | hear about it and I'm up in Portlaard | have to go down and | drive down and get
to the house and, | mean it's over, the kids amadly gone, you know, to the morgue. And |
asked the mother, | asked somebody to come outtlierhouse, knocked on the door, told them
| was a reporter and that | heard about this tiertiiing, could you tell me about it and so forth.
And | said to one guy, “Do you have a picture afsh kids?” And he grabbed me and he’s
going to pound me right there, you know. He sealis mad as hell that | would have the nerve
to show up at a time of crisis in a family’s lifgd this. And | said, “Wait, don’'t do it, it's my

job, I mean, I'm only doing a job. | don’'t meanhort your feelings.” You know, | had to really



finesse it quite a bit.

About that time the mother comes out on the deckstre’s quite understanding. It was her
brother was giving me a hard time. She was quiteubut | told her how upset | was and all.
That I, | was only trying to, you know, help thes=ople by putting something in the newspaper
that was accurate. And that's what they reallytednsee. They gave me a couple of pictures
and all and knew what | wanted and I left. Antddught, you know, that’s really a tough thing
to do, | don't like, I don’t want to do that eveagy. But you got to do it every day if you're,
you would if you were in the city of Boston or sdinag like that, not quite here. But anyhow, |
digress, what else do you want, we’re way off tiaek.

BO: Just to go back again, | wanted to know youthhiiate and birth place.

RW: Okay, my birth date is December 26, 1927, atdaywould live in infamy. And | was
born in Cleveland, Ohio, St. John’s Hospital asdall. |1 don’'t remem-, yeah, it was St. John’s
Hospital.

BO: And your high school years, where did you -?

RW: | was at Deering High School, graduated in 1946d | went to Boston University and
graduated in 1950.

BO: And the year you moved back to Maine.

RW: The year we moved back to Maine? Must have 884. | was quite young, you know.
Yeah, 1934.

BO: And then the year you moved to Virginia?

RW: Well, | moved to Virginia after graduating fraznllege in 1950, and | moved there June
of 1950. And that’s the same month that North ldrevaded South Korea, June 25th of 1950.
And | thought, well that’s apropos of somethingd énwas, | mean, before the year was out
they’re hauling my poor fanny across. But the dhing that . . . | don’t know about the service,
| kept, I'd seen too many movies, you know, it'stju can’t believe I'm in this movie. And we
wound up in, | come to Portland, | had to be swaoraut to Fort Williams with a bunch of guys
that I, some of them | had gone to school with.

And we got on a rickety old Army bus and right doterFort Devons which is outside of

Boston, it's on that interstate 495, which washére at the time, by the way, the 495 wasn’t
there. But anyhow we got there. And, oh God,aswa rainy, it was December 5th, 6th, and it
was raining like a sonofabitch and it was a miskerdly. First thing they do, you know, in the
Army, they take you to a huge warehouse like abiglane hangar, and they give you some
Army clothes like a poncho, underwear, everythidgd all your clothes, they give you bag to
send it home in, or you can keep it, but | meamn, gan do whatever you want but it's all gone,
it's useless to you. And I, then we’re freezinglemth and wet as hell and all that jazz, they
bring you up and start giving you your shots. She¢re very important and they got to be done



right away. Well one of them is a killer, | forgghat it is but I think it's tetanus, but | meanmsth
pain goes right through you. Well, well anyhowerthey feed you and they fed me something
that to this very day | will never eat again, ahdtls called liver and onions. | hate liver and
onions. Christ, | was at a restaurant today, these featuring it. But | mean, honest to God, it
was just terrible. That piece of liver was likkeather shoe sole, you know. Oh, it was, well
anyhow. But anyhow | started the Army that way.

But within a week we were on a train, wound up aliférnia. My God, the difference is
unbelievable. Remember, it's December, we werdsaccountry it seemed for days, a long trip,
Jesus. We got to Chicago, we had to be stuck theeighteen hours because they needed
clearance, these are special trains, you knowalrhlat stuff. Meanwhile, they’re Pullman
cars, you can'’t get out of them, they’re sealed,cgou cannot leave them. And, did you ever
see that movie, “Some Like It Hot” with Marilyn Moye and Jack Lemmon? Well, there’s a lot
of scenes in a Pullman car. But anyhow the Pullozas are just, pull the windows out and
you’ve got double bunks, you know, with curtainstbem.

Well anyhow, when we finally get to a place in thest | believe called the Donner Pass, where
in the history of America it's famous, or infamadssa better word, for the place where a party of
explorers heading west got to the Donner Passstgok, and wound up cannibalizing each
other. They wound up eating each other. Terrible.

So anyhow, the train went right through by the wayt, then it went down hill and by God we
wound up in Sacramento and it was a beautiful af@n. The sun is out, guys are walking
around in short sleeves, you know, it was a baawdy. Just from the mountains down to that
was what. And then we went down to Camp Cook, C&wgk is down near Santa Barbara and
that's another hundred and fifty miles from whemrewere, Sacramento. But we stayed right
there. Now Camp Cook is Van Den Berg Air ForceeBadl those big missiles are launched
from there. But anyhow, that’s another story. Wéind up there, and about a year later I'm
transferred overseas.

By that time | thought I'd never go overseas, yoow, but then they ran through a list and they
said, “We're sending everybody overseas who'’s nbeen there, | don’t care what he does.”
So I'm an enlisted man, I'm a, oh, what is the wdhth some kind of a writer anyhow, you
know, as a writer. And | have a secondary spégial a rifleman, but | figured they’'d never ask
me to do that. But that’'s what they put me dowm fidleman, Korea. And next thing | know,
thirty day pass and then show up at the boat.d tbahow up at the boat up in San Francisco,
and | did, and the boat didn’t leave for three veeeknd then we finally got overseas, we got to
Japan, we wound up in Yokohama Bay, and that wathanrainy day | remember. They run
you up the road, up a train run for quite a waylsatithey call a port of embarkation or
something where they reshuffled you into a difféqgace, and then the next day they tell you
where you're going.

So the next day they told me I’'m going to Korea bedere, you know, like at five o’clock
tomorrow afternoon. So at five o’clock tomorrovtesthoon we march back up these trains,
down to the port, onto these troop ships, off we Gbirist, we went through the worst storm I've
ever seen. You know in the movies where you segethuge ships flying? Well, we're in a



ship as big as that and it’s just bumping off tbe@damned, right off the top of the ocean. It was
scary. | really was thinking that | may never get of here, you know, so I'm writing a letter to
my parents. Oh, it was scary. But when we gatdcea, interestingly enough, Korea had
already been sort of taken over by the Americasveamlanded in a place where it's safe to
land.

But there were, Korea is like Maine as far asriglationship to their globe. It has very high
tides, eighteen, twenty foot tides. It also hasirap off like this, it's just along ... Thewdth

to anchor these ships five, six miles out to sed,then send you down on a flat platform and
onto a landing craft. Then the landing craft canrg and it does, you know, and it drops the
front down and, boom, you're there. | couldn’tibee this was happening to me, you know.
Fortunately, gnintelligible phrase) the war is another two hundred and fifty milestiugre
somewhere, but God that was scary because it wasvas not used to it and | didn’t know
what to expect. But everything turned out all tighcourse, and | didn’t get shot. | came close
to being shot, but | didn’t get shot, and had & weteresting month or two, well, six months |
guess. But anyhow, that's what, well, doesn’t séeive anything to do with Ed Muskie.

BO: Going back still to your childhood and maybe ytaenage years, I'm curious to know
when you decided that you'd become a Democratwdreh you started becoming politically
involved and why?

RW: Okay, well that's a good question, that’s fdidecided to become Democrat because . . .
My parents, remember, they are Republicans, oh ygsfather hated Roosevelt, and we used to
blame all my father’s problems on the Rooseveltiatstnation. And the bankruptcy laws had
been eased, and the WPA is giving away money, ktltisaother stuff, none of which my father
ever took advantage of. It was quite upsetting.l as too, naturally, growing up as a child.

But after | got into college, and | became vensdissfied with people like Thomas E. Dewey
who was a Republican running for, against Harrymian. And Harry Truman ran for reelection
the same month that | became twenty-one, only almectwenty-one in December. He got
elected in November, so | couldn’t vote for himutBnyhow, | admired Truman and | admired
his pluck, you know, he was quite a plucky guy.dAme went to, | went through that process in
my mind quite often after that. Not just jumpimgd politics as a whole but | wound up, |
wound up as a reporter. And I'm in Biddeford caongrall those political events, trying to be
very neutral, really, you got to be neutral, angats before | got involved with Curtis. Then |
wound up moving to Portland. And | wound up livingxt door to a guy named Milton
Wheeler.

Milton Wheeler, | told your boss about him, he'dl slive, he lives down in Pembroke Pines,
Florida. Well Milton Wheeler says to me one dayHat do you think of Ed Muskie?” And |
says, “Well, never thought too much about him.” INee started to tell me about it. Well
Wheeler is one of Muskie’s closest friends. Wdsn’t for Wheeler, Muskie would never have
been really, a lot of times, where he was. Butshalong, but that's another story. But
anyhow, | got interested in politics more and mamd more dealing with, or living next door to
Wheeler. But by that time | was already working @urtis, you know, and I'm on the
governor’s staff. And | just drive to work evergiydfrom Portland to Augusta, and | used to



bring him with me because he had a job up thece, to

End of Sde A
SdeB

BO: This is side B of Roy Whitcomb’s interview omdary 24th, 19- excuse me, 2000. You
were telling us about your political alignment dralv it came about. Please continue.

RW: Oh well, I really, I, no, it started really backthe days of working in Biddeford, Maine.
But there it was just my interest in politics asay of life for people, | mean, I’'m an observer.
Writers have to take all sides and bring themdaart them all. | didn’t become interested in
Democratic politics particularly until | got to kmoKen Curtis better and then realized, and then
began to realize that if you wanted to find out itha difference between a Republican and
Democratic and so forth, | mean, there are manyswaylo it. But one of them is to realize that
Republicans really are interested in maintainirggstatus quo, and also making sure that the
institutions that we have are not destroyed, atdraken down.

Whereas Demaocrats realize the problem with thistgus that these institutions don’t work,
they’ve got to be fine-tuned, and they have toibe-funed on a regular basis. And unless they
are, you have this, the, you have things set imelsg you'd say, that becomes sort of a bad way,
a bad influence. Now, I'm not trying to, | don’tawt to say rot, but they do, really do rot. And |
think Democrats never are satisfied with that aimstance. So some of them are more active
than others. Some are more competent than othdrtharefore can get things done, where
others can only complain about it. | think thajiste good.

| must say also, | used to run into Republicandifierent places that to me were really
lightweights, you know, and yet they had these uallg powerful jobs. One of the people that
comes to mind is a guy named Eddie Bernstein itldhat. Edward Bernstein became the
postmaster of the city of Portland. He was adtivilne Republican Party, Margaret Chase Smith
was senator, and he wanted that job and it wasad@j and he bugged her and she gave it to
him, | mean she approved it. | have never seenra mcompetent person. His claim, his claim
to ownership of that job was that when he was énAmy he was a mail clerk. Well, a mail
clerk in the Army is a guy who opens up a bag oil emzery day and reads off your name and
hands it out; that's the best he could do. Ohyas just incompetent. And a man who never
knew that he was incompetent, you know, that'sabest part. When somebody, | remembered
that phrase years ago, but, if a man knows nokaods not that he knows not, he’s in trouble,
you know, (nintelligible phrase). But anyhow, the reason about, that's one ofdélasons |
became very pro-Democrat. | think, I'll tell yoornestly, there were times when I'd cry for the
Republican Party because they’re so incompetesy, tanage to screw up things so bad.
They’re ruining government as | know it in this oty, or in this city and this state. There are
things that could be done right if the right peopkere there, and they’re not there. And
therefore, you know, they’re allowing these thitgsappen.

| remember this so well, | used to live in a neigtitood in Standish not too many years ago.
Nothing but Republicans, they were young people whe Republican, unbelievable that that's
true, but it is. And so this fellow that | knewrpeularly well, he was always telling me . . . in



fact they liked to rag me, they thought | was like “token” Democrat. But there was a story in
the paper one day and it was this, the Cumberlanohy Republican Committee is having a
meeting.

And | don’t know if you know all these players, lthe guy who was chairman was a very
outspoken supporter of the right wing extremisttghat party. And he wanted to have some guy
who was a moderate thrown out as chairman becaus@a$ a moderate. And, we’re not going
into a lot of names. They got so mad, that thewghy was the chairman called the police and
they came over and they hauled those guys rightfailere, they hauled, the police hauled the
complainers right out of there. And there was licpaote of course. And | called this guy up
the next day. | said, “You know the Republicantifeeminds me of those Polish weddings
where the last person to leave at a Polish wedditite riot police, the riot squad.” But that’s
what they had there, the riot squad. They weregathetic. That guy’s still around too.

BO: Whois it?

RW: Oh, who is it, what is the name, this guy israatethe right wing Christian coalition all

the time now, and | saw his picture in the papst guweek or two ago after some stupid event.
You see, they're still out there, they still haveut, they have the majority in the United States
Congress. People like Orrin Hatch, absolute scamegers. Orrin Hatch, when he’s not doing
anything else, | read in the paper the other dayytites lyrics for country western songs. Did
you know that? Oh yes, he does. And a couplestifkmown singers have recorded them. But,
hmm, those people are scary.

But anyhow, when | get all my, you know, thoughtsgessed about Democrats versus
Republicans, there’s always some example. | thirél they do some dumb things, I'm, | don’t
like to just make a generality about it, but whjhatvwas it that came up the other day. | don’t
know, they’re going to have an election in anogirmmonths, wow, what other choices does the
country have, they got Al Gore, and | can't thirflkhtss name, what'’s the guy’s, basketball
player?

BO: [BIill] Bradley.

RW: Bradley, yeah. And Republicans have got GepAg¢Bush, Jr. and [John] McCain.
McCain would probably be a good president, you kniby if he would just pay attention and
not try to be a Republican. But they wouldn’thén do that. But anyway, because | think
Republicans are crazy. They, you know, they redtigir real goal in life is to destroy
government as we know it, because it's gone toaffiarit would be better to start all over again.
Adam and Eve, an apple, a snake, you know, tHikgghat. But that will never happen so, |
don’t know, I, let's ask some more questions, getevspecific, I'm just drifting around.

BO: You were talking about Milton Wheeler earlier.
RW: Who?

BO: Milton Wheeler?



RW: Yes, right.
BO: And I was curious if you had any more anecdoteany more stories about him?

RW: Milton Wheeler, |1 know the stor-, Milton Wheelétold this to somebody on the phone
the other day. Milton Wheeler was active in pofitin the Democratic Party back from the ‘30s.
He came from the Lewiston area and he was a lawitex father owned a chain of clothing
stores back before the war. And anyhow he, sode to Harvard, he went to Dartmouth
College, graduated Dartmouth, went to Harvard Lawd8l, got a Harvard law, got all, the best
of both worlds. Now he’s practicing law in Portthre has a, he gets involved in Democratic
politics nationally and, even as a young man.

Now it comes to pass that Harry Truman gets elegtedident and we’ve got, you know, a big
political organization in the country but nothirealy going on in Maine. There are too many
Republicans up here and they won’t, you know, teenDcrats can’t survive. So to get them
going, people like Wheeler meet with people like tiational committee of the Democratic Party
and they go to national conventions. Well, we werd national convention. We went with a
guy named Mike [V.] DiSalle, and Mike DiSalle i Ohio and he became the national
chairman of the Democratic Party.

He becomes friendly with DiSalle, and DiSalle, affeuman’s elected, calls up Milton Wheeler
and says, “Milton, we got a good opportunity fouyorhe president is establishing the Office of
Price Administrationgic] [stabilization], you know, we’ve got to do sometdp in this country to
level off the inflation and all that sort of stuéind the president wants you to have that job.”
Milton says, “I don’t want that job, it's too muetork. What I'd like to do is give you the name
of a good Democrat to become their director. Ahdbé his, I'll be his legal counsel, you don’t
have to do that much work.” And, well, they sd&\/hat are you talking about?” He said,

“Well, a guy named Ed Muskie is quite popular inika And he’s been the state chairman and
he’s a lawyer, he lives up in Waterville, a lottloé Democrats up there, blah-blah-blah, | think
he’d be, | think he’'d work out fine.” So they loak Muskie and they say, “Good choice.” So
Muskie, but Wheeler says, you have to remembelfadeler told me this story, Wheeler says,
“I want him to have this job, but | don’t want tcorre to Waterville. Tell him to get him the job
he’s got to move to Portland, Maine.” So that'saivthey do, see. So now Wheeler, so now
Muskie moves to Portland and he gets the job, Wnegdts the job of legal counsel, and Muskie
moves into Wheeler’'s house. | mean, you know,rdutihhe week, they stay there. And they got
him this job and they got him started andi(itelligible phrase).

A job like that gets you involved in national pag a lot more than he had been, | mean that
Muskie had been. So Muskie now becomes the daofitige Democrats of the nation, you
know, the guys who are the wheelers and dealezhdbk door types, and they find Ed
Muskie’s their man, he’s the guy that they like&hd so they push him and he runs for office
and he gets elected. Now, he goes on, you knodvbaocomes very famous, Ed Muskie.

Milton Wheeler is not forgotten by Ed Muskie. Mitt Wheeler gets a nice federal job when
Muskie gets to be governor, and then he gets anoibe federal job when he becomes a



senator. And, yeah, the only thing is he has tckwoNew York City. He’s the head of the, oh,
| forgot the name of it but it's a health, HealtidaHousing, no, Housing Finance
Administration, HFA, not FHA but HFA. And the afis are in downtown New York, and so
that’s where he’s got to work. Well, he doesnitectr that too much and finally a job shows up
in Maine as the head of the Small Business Adnratisin. And he calls up his wife, who is
more friendly with Muskie than he is, and tells Hétey that's a good job, you know, why don’t
you see what . . . He says, “l don’t want to godieg for these jobs but | would like to have it if
it came up my way.” Well it did and he went to Wand she did that.

But you know, see, Milton doesn’t, | mean, | daiink even today he would tell you a lot of
that stuff because he and | traveled up and doemidgihway from Portland to Augusta for
several years, just to kind of, you know, getditildbits of things done. And | mean | could
write, if | wrote a book about Milt Wheeler it walibe very short because he didn’t tell me that
much about himself. But he’s an interesting chagh lze does know Ed Muskie, of course he’s
dead now, knew him very well and had a lot to dthvidd Muskie’s starting the career that he
finished with. And | don’t think that the, | dorkhow that Muskie would have ended where he
did without people like Milt Wheeler.

Another guy is Dick McMahon. Dick McMahon who I'sure, they tell me he’s died, but he
was a close friend of Muskie’s and he [Muskie] gimh a job as head of the FHA, Federal
Housing Authority. You know, that’'s another thiygah, | went into politics, one of the things |
had in the back of my mind was oh, you get to knlogvright people, you can get any kind of a
job, you know, you just have to be there, show Well, it's not really quite true, you have to
have a little bit of smarts, you have to havetielibit of qualification for the job. Except fdne
job of postmaster of Portland, Maine, you don’té&y have any goddamn brains for that job.
But anyhow, what else should we talk about.

BO: Allright. Like, how did Milton Wheeler ever amlly end up meeting Ed Muskie?
RW: How did he wind up meeting him?
BO: Yeah, | mean how did he know to reference hirtinéojob of price stabilization?

RW: Well, | suppose Muskie got involved in someetaemocratic politics affairs, because
they’re not from the same town or anything. Milisrirom a) Lewiston, and then b) he moved
to Portland. Muskie’s from Rumford and then mot@dVaterville. And during that, some
period in his life, they might have both got to lsneach other through working to get some
Democrat elected, like Jim Oliver trying to getatésl governor.

Jim Oliver was another story altogether, but thalis Oliver was a Republican for years. He
was elected three times as a Republican congredsackrbefore WWII. But he became an
isolationist, see, and he followed the old Townsglad which is another story, or whatever, and
wound up on the wrong end of the stick when the started of course. So he, but that's Jim
Oliver. So Jim Oliver still wants to be a congraas, they said, well you'll never, Republicans
will never back you again, you know, you've had‘ih, the hell with that, I'll become a
Democrat.” So he did, and he got elected. He'dght elected the first time but he did the



second time. And that allowed him to serve fiven®in the congress, which gave him a certain
pension level that was quite good, you know. AaduMas a pretty smart guy, but also everybody
thought him a wheeler and a dealer type of guyll Weewas, but you've got to be in this world,
you know, so. He, but anyhow how'd | get to, wblticause he ran for governor | suppose. He
told me one time that Muskie was one of the gugs tdlked to him to get him to run for
governor. And he said they didn’'t have any motey to run with no money, but he said, “If
you’ll get me a car and buy the gasoline, I'll dlocaver the state and I'll run for governor.” It's
what he did, but it's not enough, you've got tordore than that. And he didn’t, he wasn'’t able
to win the election. But he did, he was able wbpbly get guys like Wheeler and Muskie
together because of the interest in Democrats.

God, there are a lot of Democrats in Lewiston wieg wou know, figure in all this scenario too,
| suppose. Whether it's good, bad or indifferéimét guy, Louis Brann who was a Democratic
governor of Maine back in ‘35, ‘36, around theradfa lot to do with that. He was a lot to do
with the rebirth of the Democratic Party, but it carry, you know, it didn’t last. Louis
Jalbert’'s down there, everybody knows about Loalbelt. Whether it's good, bad or
indifferent, they know about Louis. But there art of other guys around there in the
woodwork, if they’re still alive, | don’t know. W4t else are you interested in, where are we?

BO: Right, I actually want to move on to your dit@asthip in New Hampshire and just probe in
that area a little bit because that’s very inténgst

RW: Well, the reason | had that job is because anguyed Bob Dunfey is a friend of Ken
Curtis’ and I'm a friend of Ken Curtis’, in thisstance, | mentioned to you about the secretary
of state’s job falls. Meanwhile, Bob Dunfey’s et Bill in New Hampshire has become the
chairman of the Democratic State Committee dowrethend they’re all active Democrats down
there. And they’re really close to the Kennedpsid Bob, Bill was just about to be named to
the White House staff when Kennedy was shot.

But anyhow, Bill, | mean Bob got me the job by gpolown to see Bill. And | just met him and
drove around New Hampshire for a day, went up tdsPd mean went up to, | went to
Portsmouth and | drove up to Manchester. And I'little overwhelmed by all this because |,
next thing | know I'm having my supper with Govohh W.] King, the governor of the state and
a couple of other people, and the senator, a gmeddThomas J.] Mcintyre. And they don’t
have a whole list of people they’re going to intew for this job. They’re just going to hire me
if they like me, you know. So they told me thatdavhat would | do, and so forth and so on.
And they wanted me to, they wanted to be sure efthimg, | didn’t have any friends in the New
Hampshire Democratic Party. That once | got thel jozould, you know, isolate myself from
them. You got to be as neutral as possible, aadd, | am, | don’t know anybody in New
Hampshire, | really don’t. You know, | didn’t.

And what was happening was, the party had beerehraf in little factions because people who
had tried to protect their friends, you know, didtithe expense of the party as a whole. So
that’'s when they were trying to bring the partyltmgether. And so | said, “Oh, that's no
problem.” So then | have to use my organizatiahdls. Well, the fact is, | don’t really have
any, but you had to develop them in your mind, knaw, as you go along and, you know, get



meetings together, get people, get issues sol&ed, Bill Dunfey was a wonderful mentor. |
mean, he kept me, you know, up to speed on everythiat had to be done anyhow.

And the, oh, we had two or three, when Lyndon Johngas president he came to visit New
Hampshire while | was there, and we had to go thincan awful lot of crap, you know. When
the president decides to visit someplace, weekadcbktime they show up with what they call
advance men and people from the Signal Corps,l@n8ecret Service, and the political arm of
the party and all, of the, you know, White Hougend they do, they run through all the different
things they could do and then just select whatdmedo, and all that stuff. And I'm supposed to
bring them to everything, you know, and try and $em on this idea. And you do that for a
while then you realize, you know, they’re goinghimve something set in their mind anyhow,
which they did because they really wanted it t@almatform for a particular speech he was
going to give, and it has to do with the Navy. WMglere’s the Portsmouth Naval Yard there,
whatever. But anyhow, | did learn a lot about howleal with presidents.

But Lyndon Johnson, about three or four times | pediinto him in North Korea, he was quite
an interesting guy. And the, | saw more of hirmthdid any . . . | was thinking one time, in my
life the first time | ever saw a real presidenliva body, it was Harry Truman. I'm in Boston
and I'm in the (nintelligible phrase) Square or something, ten thousand people, awuldives
through in a car and waves and you could see hiatwtas it. Never saw him again. You
realize that all your life you hear about the pilest this, that and the other and blah-blah-blah.
You have an intimacy about him but you don’t, besgsayou, all you do is see him from afar. So
when it came to Kennedy, | saw him two or threee8rbut just for four minutes, five minutes at
airports and down at Boothbay Harbor. He cameottidhd, he came to Maine one time and
went to Boothbay Harbor, so we had to cover all finatty good. Then Hubert Humphrey,
Hubert Humphrey, | saw him a dozen times becauseaseconstantly, he would show up in
Maine, and Humphrey was a really, a quite, he’driggt out in the crowd and work the crowd.
But -

BO: Any particular anecdotes about Hubert Humphirelennedy?

RW: Any, yeah, well, well | was just thinking abddomphrey. Humphrey was one of these
guys that was, | think he tells the story on hirhabbut being at a group meeting, | mean a
crowd you know. And he could remember everybodydtbecause he was there a year ago.
And as people came through, he prides himselfaneemember their names. Well he can't.
There’s a little guy in back of him who's done sorasearch and can tell him, you know. But
then everybody has the feeling that he never fergdéace. And so, and what his story is, that he
did this when some guy came by in this group ag'tbevalking through. And you’ve got to
imagine a crowded room and people coming throughadter another to shake his hand. And
he’s always got something to say to them like, “Haoe you Charlie? How’'s Phil?” And then
you get another guy, he’ll say, “Well Bob, how’swwife Mary?” Things like that. People love
that stuff. So he’d come along and he’d say, amldne person came up and, well, then he said,
“Well Phil, how are you and how’s your wife Phyflis “Well,” he said, “she died.” “Oh, that’s
too bad, well, sorry to hear that.” He goes awdiell meanwhile the guy goes around and
circles around and comes through the line agaimd e’s coming through the line and he’s met
the second time, and Humphrey looks right at hiensdys, “Well, Phil, how are you?” He says,



“Fine.” He said, “And how is your wife Phyllis?Well,” he said, “she’s still dead.” That was
one of Humphrey’s favorite jokes at the time. Baoyhow, he was quite a star for that, mixing
in with the people, he was very good. And he &ldrybody in the room, he said, “I want to
shake everybody’s hand because I'm here to get ynibom you. You got to give me money so
| can get elected. Now,” he said, “just come ghtiup here and give me that dollar bill” and
I'll shake your hand. And they would do it, youdwm, crowds of people. And that guy didn’t
know any, he didn’t want you to leave the moneg ibucket out back to be picked up by
somebody else. He was quite a hands-on type gfvguy good.

He came to Maine one time and we were down to Bathdarbor. And we’re down to a place
where, Jesus, it's a beautiful spot and it’s thggfest day in the world, you know, you could not
see from here to that wall. And he’s, and wheita president travels they bring along a lot of
extra people to kind of make it a nice entourage, know. And | don’t remember but | think he
had Jimmy Rogers with him, remember Jimmy Rogét&8ll he’s a singer, and a country
western singer, and he had a couple other pedé¢Hat. But they all came along and they
were going to go down to the end of the point thirat place called, you know, oh, and they
were going to have a cookout, a lobster bake eadiptuAnd everybody’s going to be there, and
then they’re going out on this great boat to aandlwhere the lobster bake is going to be held.
Well, we get there, they can’t take that boat oaty't do anything, so they just do it right there
on the lawn. But you couldn’t see, you could res slumphrey from across the fireplace, it was
amazing, amazing. He was quite impressed witligtiethat it was a terrible time, how do you
people stand it, you know? But anyhow, he waseqaiipersonable chap. So was Lyndon
Johnson, but | didn’t get to know him very welmean | wouldn’t ever feel closely, never spent
any time where | felt that | was even, in a conaBon with him | got along. But at, what else is
on that thing?

BO: Oh, I was wondering if you had any other, amyiss about Mitchell?

RW: George Mitchell? George Mitchell and I, welk wo back a ways to when Curtis was
running for governor. When Curtis was running@mngress, we went down to Washington to
meet Muskie and George. George was going to takever to the Democratic Campaign
Committee offices where they’re going to give usieanoney to run a campaign. But you got
to go down there and ask for it. Well, we go ddahere, we ask for it, and we didn’t get
anything. Mainly because he’s running againstupr guy like Stan Tupper. And the people
in Washington figure he’s going to get reelected why spend any money on a guy named Ken
Curtis. But anyhow, I did meet Mitchell down théhat time, and | don’t remember much about
it, except that.

But then, after we got elected governor, Mitcheljoing to write Kenneth’s, I'm going to write
Curtis’ inaugural address and so is Mitchell, the bf us, only we’re going to do it separately
like in different parts of the state. And we difind | met him down at, in Brunswick at the
Howard Johnson’s down there, | remember that place we sat down and went over our notes
(unintelligible phrase). And he has a phrase in there that | never heafiate, and it has to do
with pickerels and payrolls, you know, and the dieci has to be made, blah-blah-blah whether
it's going to be pickerels or payrolls. | had nelieard the expression artdchnical disruption
starts again)



.. . about that for a while, and we did kind cériire his speech around that idea, that it's really a
guestion of the environment versus the economyyauegoing to be . . . get jobs, is it going to
ruin the environment, so . . .

.. . because he has done some amazing thing&ngou with his career, with his life,
and . ..

... he quit it as soon as he could to becomaatse when Brennan appointed him to the
senate. Then he stayed in that job until he wa$ést senator in Washington, chairman of the .

... was in line for things like Supreme Courtgadr, well, we don’t know those things, you
know, they’re just reports. But he got out of takdbgether. . . .

... but that’'s what people write, you know, tlien’t really know any more than you and | do.
But he’s got an interesting life . . .

... I wish | were that smart sometimes. But awyhl think he’s making money now, too,
which I've got, you know, | don’t know what it isibhe seems like he’s involved in a lot of
corporations and things. Because those peopléyysyou off, if they call me up tomorrow and
ask me to go to a board meeting of RCA and theytedato pay me ten thousand bucks to do it,
I'd probably go. I'd refuse them when it was fi®usand. Did you get that?

Well Curtis, | notice, is on some of these boardad one of them that he’s on is a mistake, the

Maine Education Services thing. | think that's stake for him to be involved in that company.

But that’s another, there’s another story. Nohey business. That’s what happens when you
get older, get more calls to be on things. If yewd former governor, it's good to see your name
on a list of officers and board directors and tkifilge that.

BO: Do you have any, we traveled from the 1950&1€01i970s pretty quickly regarding your
dealings with newspaper reporting and with poliissvell as Maine’s political arena. | was
wondering if we could perhaps go back, slow dowittla bit and travel the decades and maybe
recollect any stories that you have regarding Mais®ry in general.

RW: Maine history, well, let's see, | did some ttsribat | felt were of historic nature. One

day | discovered that Maine had a nudist camp agt awnd found it, it was in Gray, Maine.

And | went there and | did a couple of stories dbbuAnd | must say that | was always, people
bugged me forever afterwards about that. Well theuld say, “Did you do that story?” | said,
“Yes.” And they’'d say, “Were they really naked3alid, “Yes, really naked.” Well, then,

they’d be kind of shocked. | said, “Well, thatreetway people are,” you know? But | mean,
historic proportion. 1 did a story | think waseanésting. The distance from Boston to Maine and
beyond the Maine border is marked offon . . .

... and a hundred and fifty years ago or whendkey used to have what they called the Post
Road, and that was where you . . .



... and that's how you found your way back amthfo Those posts exist today but they’re lost,
people don’t know where the hell they are. Anelpled a guy find about three of them, one of
them in his front yard up in Cumberland on, youwnare you familiar with Cumberland,
Maine? Well there’s a road called Second Streegrallels the turnpike and the interstate, . . .
and it's the Boston Post Road. And | went up aediwg out under a guy’s lilac bush and there
was a post there. And we were down to another, fiailend another one. And if you kept going,
you go right down Ocean Avenue and go right throBgttland, that’s the route of the Boston
Post Road. And | guess | did it through, thenuinid a book some guy had written about the
whole thing, but he had missed some of them. ktk gau just can’t, people just don’t think
about it. Or sometimes people tear them up bedhesée in the way of project or something,
you know, in that case. As a reporter, | don’'t\wnbused to do a lot of things. I've got some
clippings of things that | did, you know, that btight were interesting, but | don’t know what |
did with them. | guess if | thought we were gothgough this | would have brought them along.
Oh, I know what | can do justin a, | do know. Wa we should take a break. | mean, | don’t
mind doing this, it's already quarter past three.

BO: Would you care to take a break and perhaps -

RW: And do it again another day?

BO: If we need to, that’s just fine.

RW: Sure, that’s okay.

BO: Allright.

RW: [ mean, | don’'t want to take a break and themtioae here.

BO: Right, oh no, right, correct, on another dayhpes. All right, well this concludes the
interview -

RW: | could do this, too, | could do it earlier imetday if it’s all right with you.

BO: Okay, this concludes the Roy Whitcomb intervmwJanuary 24th, 2000 and, at the
Maine Retirees Association.

RW: [I've got to tell you something, we really are thlaine Association of Retirees.
BO: Maine Association of Retirees.

RW: As opposed to, have you turned that off?

BO: Yeah, sure.

End of Interview
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