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Biographical Note

Ruth Rowe was born in Waterville, Maine on Jun&%,4. Her parents were Hope
[Chandler] and Harry Rowe. Hope was a housewitetdarry was the dean of Bates
College. The family moved to Lewiston when Rutrswary young. She attended Lewiston
public schools, graduating from Lewiston High Sdhadl932. She then went to Bates
College, where she was active in the YWCA, debatamgl student government. She
majored in sociology and economics, and took séweodogy classes. She graduated from
Bates in 1936, the same year as Edmund Muskie.nfalneed Val Wilson, a Bates graduate,
and moved across the country while he worked adlege administrator. In 1956, they
invited Ed Muskie to speak at Skidmore College whéal was president. She eventually
returned to Lewiston and became editor ofBates Magazine. At the time of the interview,
she edited the class notes section oB#tes Magazine, and remains active at Bates.
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Transcript

RC: Will you start by stating your full name and spagjiit?
Ruth Rowe Wilson: Ruth Rowe Wilson.

RC: Will you spell it for me?

RW: Oh, the whole name? R-U-T-H, R-O-W-E, W-I-L-SMD-

RC: Sounds silly but it just makes it easier when va@scribe so we make sure everyone’s
name is spelled right.

RW: Oh, | see, | got it, yeah.

RC: Where were you born and when?

RW: Beg your pardon?

RC: When and where were you born?

RW: | was born June 6, 1914, long time ago.
RC: And where?

RW: In Waterville, but came here when | was three tmewold, so it’s really, I'm a native of
Lewiston.

RC: Did you grow up your whole life pretty much in Leston?



RW: Yes.
RC: What street?

RW: We lived on, at 35-, well, we lived on Nicholg&it when | was an infant, across the
street from where College Relations business ise day | walked out of there and realized that
this was the first home | had had. And then wediat 350 College Street, which is across from
Page Hall, for many years and lived on White Steeeduple years and then my folks bought
374 College Street.

TOB: Now, your dad at that time was a dean?
RW: Beg your pardon?
TOB: The dean emeritus?

RW: Well, he was many things. He was originally diog of grounds and buildings, and he
was also in charge of the SATC program, the Studemty Training Corps. He drilled the guys
for WWI out in back of Parker Hall. And he wasmali secretary for twenty-five years. He was
dean of men, although he was called assistanetprigsident it was sort of two jobs, for a long
time and then became dean of the faculty untiktieed. I’'m not just sure of the date, in 1957,
along in there somewhere.

TOB: When he retired, in 19577

RW: [ think so. You’d have to check it.

TOB: What did your mother do?

RW: My mother was a very smart woman, but she wag medest and quiet and, but she did
everything. | mean, she canned all the vegetdab&any father grew in his garden, she made a
lot of our clothes, she entertained college stugjeartd we had them helping my mother with
housework also. And when dad was dean, he alwayted the candidates to come to lunch, my
mother always served lunch. This is interestirgaklwvays insisted that the wife come, too,
because he felt that it was very important in thiesgs to meet the wife of a candidate. Couldn’t
do that now.

RC: What were your parents’ names? What were theires@m

RW: My parents? Harry W. Rowe. My mother was Hopau@ller Rowe.

RC: Now when you were growing up, was this during tlepi2ssion years?

RW: Well, before that.



RC: It was before that?

RW: Yeah, well, from late teens through the twentiles,Depression hit us in 1929 of course
and so | came to college just post Depression wiobody had any money. You've heard the
expression, a Bates man is known by the patch@sdht of his pants? Okay, well that was
coined by one of the graduates.

TOB: By a classmate of yours, right?

RW: No, no, it was not a classmate of mine. It wdglaater. I'll think of his name in a minute
[the late Gordon “Pop” Jones, Bates ‘35].

TOB: So you were how old when you entered Bates?

RW: Eighteen, same age as most everybody, rightfdugh school.
TOB: Where’d you go to high school?

RW: Lewiston High. Yeah, | went all through the Lewin schools.
TOB: Where was Lewiston High at that point?

RW: It was down where the Jordan apartments ar@&adtJordan High School.
TOB: That's where he lives.

RC: I live there now.

RW: You live there? How neat.

RC: It's an apartment complex.

RW: Oh, that’s interesting.

RC: It's really interesting, it's still set up like &’a school.

RW: Isit? In my senior year, we were the first sl&s graduate from Lewiston High, which is
now the Junior High, isn’t it?

RC: What were your parents political affiliations?
RW: Oh, they were rock-ribbed Republicans. My mottene from Aroostook County, which
is a very Democratic county, and she must have rsad® adjustment. As a matter of fact, we,

well a couple of stories about my father and hiadgp@ Republican, you want this?

RC: Absolutely, yes.



RW: He voted for Muskie for governor, he would novéaone anything else, of course, but |
think he felt a little guilty about voting a Demadic ticket, then he started splitting his ticket
after that. And we teased, my children and | drpratty much in the Democratic persuasion
and we were having dinner at my house in Auburntome with my parents and my kids were
getting after my father about Nixon, giving himeak hard time. And my father says, “We will
not discuss politics tonight.” that was it. Hemidvant to be put on the spot.

DN: Where was your father's home?

RW: My father was brought up in Mercer, Maine, whisla little town up, oh, near, maybe
near Skowhegan. And he was, his parents were tiidarthe average parents and he didn’t
have much childhood, as we have now, anything wiedard about. And he was farmed out to a
rooming house probably during grammar school dags then he went to Maine Central
Institute, MCI, and that was really the making ohhand he ended up as chairman of the board
of trustees there, so.

RC: Growing up during the years you grew up, was its Wee financial situation really
difficult? 1 mean for everybody.

RW: Yeah, yeah, it was everybody. You’'ll be shocketlit cost my dad two hundred fifty
dollars tuition, it was five hundred dollars | gaesaybe a year, and it was costing half because
we lived at home, but three of us were in Batemattime, and he made about three thousand
dollars a year.

TOB: You didn’t get free tuition because your dad wasdban?

RW: No, but he got half price. No, there was no ghahg as free tuition, even then, I'm sure
there was not.

RC: Didn't your father help Ed pay off one of his years

RW: Yes, yes. When | wrote this article, you'll fitdn that, | had understood from something
Dad said that Ed ran out of money last semesthisadenior year. And everybody worked their
way through college in those days, and | don’t neximer what he did in the summer, but
everybody had a job of one kind or [another], he Wwaad waiter over at Commons in JB.

RC: Can you tell us a little bit about exactly whattfivehat the dining hall was like at that
time? What do you mean he was the head waited?thi students actually sit down at tables
for dinner and have other students wait on them?

RW: Oh, yeah. | don't know whether this is in thagqe that | did, but the students all lined up
outside the double doors and the woman, the dietievas Ma Roberts and she was quite a,
authoritarian, and Ed sort of had to lean agalmestdbor as the head waiter to keep them from
pushing in the door. No, this was, this came dugnvl, we did a, Jane Lindholm and | did a
thing on Evelyn Phillips. And one of the men a ttme was a waiter then, he remembered the



Phillips’ coming, but when Ed came to Skidmore iceca lecture, my husband introduced him
as having been the head waiter, when he was arwaite

RC: Oh, head waiter?

RW: Yeah, Val waited on tables all through collegaspther things [sewing mechines].. But
the story you asked about, the financial thingwieat in to see my father, you know, he said he
had no money, and the story goes and | thinkntis,tthat Dad said you just go back to class and
don’t worry. Well, | wasn’t about to use that umtivas sure, so | went to see Norm Ross who
still has the most amazing memory. He may be iindilody but believe me he’s the only one

left here, except maybe Dean Lindholm and Bob Waa in Auburn, who know all these
things. And so | asked Norman and he said thattias that, and | suspected that George Lane,
who was college treasurer, had put up the moneaye IHall is named for him, but | wasn'’t sure.
And he said, oh, yes, he said, George Lane likdebho out “worthy students,” that's a quote,
worthy students. And also, quote, “we didn’t gdhe well too often,” Mr. Ross said, and |

think that’s in that book.

TOB: You used that in your piece, yeah.

RW: 1did, yeah, okay. But Brooks Quimby taught malhand | wasn’t going to use that
unless | checked it out.

TOB: So, what year did you enter Bates College?
RW: Thirty-two to ‘36, same class as Ed.
TOB: When did you meet Ed Muskie?

RW: 1 really don't know. He was, you know, a ta#inky, skinny guy and | think rather shy,
and came from up the river in Rumford, and, buakmit, went out for debating and he was also
in debating and | think that's where we first mmit | didn’t know him terribly well through
college. We got to know each other better overytaes in Washington, and at class reunions,
and the trip to Skidmore was fun. They stayed wgltand we had a very nice old home week
sort of thing along with the students who wereifased. And that's when, one of the exciting
things for our children was to have a car in theadvay saying, Maine U.S. 1, he was number
one senator, SO ....

RC: How would you characterize how Lewiston’s changedseconomically, religiously and
ethnically since that time period? How is it diffat?

RW: We had quite a discussion about that this mornirtgink, as | was growing up, the word
you'd use now probably would be racist. Lewistamswery, the thing that, until | was an adult |
didn’t even think about it or realize, but theresvgmmething like twenty-seven different
nationalities here in Lewiston. Because | workethie YW and through the international
institute and | knew this, but the Franco Ameripapulation was probably the largest, and the
Wasps who were around here, you know, didn’t redlat. You know, we thought we were



probably more important or whatever. But | dohink the relationship has ever been very good
until recent years and the efforts that Dean Carigs making and people like Peggy Rotundo
on the school board, and people who have servédeoschool board before. Lindholm was on
the school board way back . ..

TOB: The relationship between ... ?
RW: The city and the college, is that what you'r&itad, asking about?
TOB: Yes.

RW: Yeah, but somebody went into one of the storegndan Lisbon Street and said, “Isn’t
there a college in this town?” And they said, “@ah, out there somewhere.” You could do
that today someplace down on Lisbon Street andatgltyou’d get the same reply. But | think
that the town-gown, it's not a bad relationshipyb®never was, but it was just misunderstood.

RC: Do you feel like a lot of the dissension betweemylads and the French were Catholic -
Protestant related?

RW: Well, French Canadians were pretty much blueacothill workers, and the Anglos were
the professional class and college educated atehedlaculty people and so forth. And I'm not
sure that that attitude prevailed among facultysgeryou wouldn’t, you'd expect maybe a little
bit, not much there, but other people in the comitgyrobably had that. You asked about the
churches, and of course the Catholic churches pregtominant. And the United Baptist
Church was the most liberal church in the two siti& was called the college church, and in my
day we had a youth fellowship every Sunday niglt @vilege kids went down there in droves,
and a lot of students went to church on Sundayfadt) if you went to church with the guy you
were dating, you were announcing your engagementhgt.

TOB: Now was Bates, Lewiston was mostly a Catholic erela

RW: Pretty much, except for these other, many otkaochin-[denominations], other
nationalities that, you know, everything from Pblend Czech and Italian and many others. As
| say, | understand there were twenty-seven diffienation-[nationalities], Greek, a lot of Greek
people in town.

TOB: Was Bates mostly made up of Protestants?

RW: Yes.

TOB: Mostly kids from Maine in 1932, or kids from, a lftkids from other New England
states?

RW: Well, there were | don’t know how many local stuts. We were called townies, and
there was a little feeling there, too. You feltlagugh, well, | don’t know, we probably had a



complex of some kind. | don’t think, but | made fmgnds among people in dorms and lived at
home, but | sort of forgot | was a townie. It vedsiost a pejorative term.

RC: It still is today.
RW: It's still that way?
RC: Do you think the distinctions still persist in Leston that existed in ...?

RW: Well, | think so. Probably always will becaus&of people just don’t understand what
the college is all about and until we were getardtle better press, all they knew was what they
read in the paper, which was not always very good.

RC: What were some of the things that were written aBaes?

RW: You mean as news, local paper picking up onaafgthing that went wrong, that was
against the line, and of course this whole stuff ..

TOB: It’'s still that way @nintelligible word).
RW: This whole spring, all this business, I'm surevés grist for the mill of a lot of people.

TOB: I've noticed, though, that back in the ‘40s, ‘508l260s reading newspaper articles, they
would, there would be a lot about Bates. Thereldvba, a Bates Winter Carnival Queen would
be announced in the Sun Journal, if the Bates ohepetam won, it would be announced in the
paper. It seems like today the only time they @iek up a Bates story is when it's more
negative.

RW: Well, and | think occasionally people write lett¢o the editor and say why haven'’t you
picked up, instead of your horrible headlines, wbwy’t you pick up something positive.

TOB: Now getting back to when you entered Bates in 198t was a normal day like for a
first year student in 19327?

RW: Oh, ...
TOB: Tough question.

RW: Well, you had four classes and it seems to meessare Tuesdays and Thursdays, some
Monday-Wednesday-Friday. You had compulsory chapedlays a week at 7:40 in the

morning. You had 7:40 classes and chapel wagtatigjuess and went for twenty minutes or
more. And two days the choir sang, there was goosic Tuesdays and Fridays. Faculty
members spoke, | think somewhat reluctantly, amdesavere more interesting than others, but,
and then students spoke. I'm sure Muskie spokeyrtiares as he became a student leader. And
of course visiting lecturers and so forth. Buvis a time for the college all to get togethere fiv
hundred and fifty students in one place for twantgutes. There was a feeling of community |



think, nobody would have labeled it as such, butas, a feeling of solidarity and community.
And they sat alphabetically A to Z for a semestet 4 to A for second semester, and you got to
know the people on either side of you in your al@tavery well. In fact, a lot of people married
people who sat next to them. That's true. | @lnybu the people.

TOB: Batesies have a long history of marrying other Sate

RW: Yeah, yeah, they still, probably the computer Mddck it out for you, you know, you
probably can get a list of all Bates couples andmare them with ...

TOB: (Speaking over RW) . . . | think it's something ridiculous like fiftpercent.
RW: Well, maybe so.

RC: Thirty.

RW: Thirty now? Or was it thirty always? You've dently checked it out.

RC: | think it's thirty now.
RW: Perhaps more in my day than now. But you read ymail and ...

TOB: You ate at JB?

RW: No, | ate at home.

TOB: Oh, but if you were living on campus?

RW: Women ate at Rand Hall on the second floor, wiedle second floor was a dining hall.
TOB: And the men at JB?

RW: And the men at JB. And only once a year did theye coed dining, and that was the
seniors, | think. Men were allowed to go eat im&&lall.

RC: Stepping back for a moment, you said your pareeteweally rooted in the Republican
tradition. Did you sort of follow that growing up?

RW: Oh, probably, yeah.

RC: And when you got to Bates you would characterizar ydeals as being Republican.

RW: | remember my husband and | had great discussiomst, he always teased me about it
and he didn’t always know how | voted but, | vofedKennedy and left to go pick up one of my

daughters at school to go on some college toungher knew how | voted. I'm sure he figured
it out, but.
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TOB: Now was Bates as a whole a very Republican insir@t
RW: Yeah, | would think so.
TOB: Very conservative?

RW: Yes. Yeah, really conservative. We had a lptad many rules. We had an awful lot of
rules. Even though I lived at home, you know, ¢heere all kinds of rules. They didn’t trust
us, you know. A little of that might go a long waght now, but ...

TOB: Well, | think they’re returning a little bit to @&tle more stricter policy.

RW: Well, Prof. Cutts who was head of physical ediecatiepartment used to monitor exams
and he said, “You’re on your honor but I'm watchymy just the same.”

RC: Were you raised religiously at all?
RW: Was | what?
RC: Raised religiously?

RW: Yeah, we were members of the Baptist church. hMsband and I later saw the light and
became Congregationalists.

TOB: Tell us about the debate team.
TOB: Did you join right away when you came to Bates?

RW: Yeah, | debated in high school so they reachediod pulled me in freshman year, and
also freshman, | think | won the freshman prizeagp®y which they had in those days. And had
no idea I'd win and when | left home | said to mgthrer, “Wouldn't it be funny if | won,” and |

did. But | guess Cardrasked me this morning about faculty relationshipg children, faculty
children, and a couple of faculty wives were judged one of them said if she’d known | was
going to compete she wouldn’'t have felt easy baijgdge. | don’t know.

But | debated four years on the women’s teamd, | have to say that Brooks Quimby
probably influenced me more than anybody else.ZBrby did, too, but Quimby, this is
something that | realize now that | didn’t realthen, but if | had known that | was going to be a
college editor for instance, | might have paid mattention, but the thing that we learned in
debating was to document everything. You nevarassand you always look it up and check it
out, you know, apropos of this Muskie story. Sbew | got into this kind of business, it's just
built in, but I know that it was due to Brooks. deise debating was different then, you know,
you wrote a brief, and you wrote out, especiallyutéal on index cards, and you got up and gave
your speech and sat down, you know, back and fdttivas not the informal Oxford method of
debating that they do now, which I think probal#guires more, you have to think on your feet
a lot more. You don’t have a brief with everythithgwn.

1 Caron Pelletier was a student interviewer working on the Bates Oral History project in the
summer of 1998.
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RC: What other extra curricular activities did you ddhigh school?

RW: In high school? Oh, | was in debating, | wasea< officer, | was always pushing what
might be called the agenda for change and, | wasidered sort of left wing by one of my
teachers. But, I'd been brought up in a home wheaye know, in spite of the Republicanism,

we had foreign students, especially a couple afesits, Japanese students who came and helped
my mother and one of them, Kohe Nagakura workeafioer faculty members. He was an

older student and came to Bates and tended to vewykhard to get through. Did you ever take
biology here?

RC: No, | haven't.

RW: Well, you missed something. There’s a, | thimgy’re still over there in the lab, there’'s a
set of clay models of mitosis, do you know what k2 You know, cell division, yup, which
Nagakura made all those years ago. He was inldlss of ‘25, a very famous Bates class. So
we had contact with all different kinds of peopsevée were growing up, and, as my children
did, I mean, we had all kinds of people in our hand that makes a big difference.

RC: Why did you decide to come to Bates of all placksvas right down the street.
RW: | always wanted to come to Bates.

RC: You didn’'t want to get away from here?

RW: No, my sister didn’t want to come here, but dgut I ...

RC: It must have been a pretty comfortable atmosphieendghat you grew up here, your
father was aunintelligible word).

RW: Well, I just, you know, | always wanted to comerdrnand it was no issue with me.
RC: Once you were here, other than Brooks Quimby, weaame other really influential ...?

RW: Well, Dr. Zerby in particular. | had, | was reogood Latin student, but | had Freddy
Knapp for Latin and he was, you know, one of thrdeofaculty members. I'm not sure but |
think he, Prof. Robinson who taught public speakewgrybody had to take public speaking, and
| wish they did now because students get up anddhenot very articulate. And he had my
parents as students, so, you know, this is a rattemesting thing. And | think maybe Freddy
Knapp did, I'm not sure.

TOB: What about Pa Gould?
RW: Pa Gould probably influenced Ed Muskie more thay other faculty member because he
majored in political science which was history godrernment in those days, and | think Ed has

credited him with that, too. | had one course fidanGould and it wasn’t particularly my basic
interest, but he was good. He had a twinkle irelyss even though he was a real tough teacher.
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TOB: What was your major?

RW: My major? Soc. Economics and sociology but eauns they can keep, you know, I'm
not, it was required or | never would have takenAihd | just can’t get over admiring the women
who major in economics these days. It must be nmouate interesting because the professor was
not.

TOB: It, | think the major that, it's off the bat one thie more financially rewarding.
RC: It's the more lucrative major.

RW: Oh, well yeah, nowadays | understand that. Biaipk all the biology | could get because
| had never had any and | was fascinated by itmn&awyer was a wonderful teacher. | had
Prof. Pomeroy just for basic freshman biology, lduad, let’'s see, two more years and | started
out with it in my senior year with embryology anidtblogy. But | had to give it up because |
was president of the Y and debating and co-edugaiinto here, so | just had to drop it, but |
really enjoyed the biology. Vertebrate anatomyentebrate, all of that.

RC: You mentioned that if you had known that you weneng to be an editor, you might have
done something different. What did you want taneen you were in college, what were your
aspirations?

RW: Well, | worked in a YW for three years out in ©hilt was in those days called a Girl
Reserve secretary, that's a pretty militant tithe ibwas social group work with high school kids
and some young adults. And the interesting thimguait, | got very much interested in race
relations in college and integration as they calleéd those days. And my, we had, everybody
had a big sister and little sister, and my litiktex my junior year was the first Black woman to

live in the dorm at Bates, Ellen [Kinloch] Craft Benond. And we’ve kept up all these years,
but, the liberal attitude in my family probably ¢obuted to my interest in this. But when | went
to Ohio | discovered that | had, this is also andkther tape, | had the girls club of Black
students and a young adult club of Black womenngonomen, and on the Y board there was
no Black woman to represent this other group. $dather’s parting words to me were, “don’t
try to amalgamate the Blacks and the whites tis¢ fileek you're there.” It gives you a pretty
good idea of, you know, how | was brought up. Wetlidn’t do it in the first week, but in three
years | did. And, you know, | came from Maine dhely thought | was some kind of curiosity
when | was working out there.

TOB: Getting back to Brooks Quimby and debate, Brooksr®y and debating, did the men’s
and women’s debate teams compete together or iveyeseparate?

RW: No, no.

2 Bates College graduate, class of 1938. First black woman to live in the dorms at Bates College.
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TOB: So you didn’t have very much interaction with theth debating, were there debate
dinners?

RW: Not a lot, but there was a debating council wiaehrybody belonged to and we’d have
meetings, you know, the debate council would hagetmgs.

TOB: Was Ed Muskie on a debate council?

RW: Oh, yes, sure, everybody was that debated.

TOB: What were your impressions as, with Ed Muskie dslaater?
RW: He was very good. He was just smart, brighto¥elon his feet.

RC: That doesn'’t, he’s always described as shy, Edalvesys described as being a really
good debater, it seems sort of ...

RW: Yeah, he was shy, well, the two don’t necessanlytradict each other, you know. He, |
always thought he was kind of shy, but he was,kgeaw, tall and gangling country boy and ...

TOB: He lived in Parker?

RW: Yeah, the person to talk, is, if you haven't &alko Dean Lindholm, you should talk to
Dean Lindholm about him. And some of Ed’s roommatee not living any longer, but there
were people that lived in Parker with him. You kcbprobably get Kurt Kuss or somebody who
helps him out, dig out somehow some of the pedye some of Ed’s roommates or classmates,
people that knew him really well.

TOB: What were the big social activities?

RW: Well, probably the biggest one was the Saturdggtrdance in Chase Hall, because that's
when everybody went and that’'s where you met Ibfseople, and of course they were
chaperoned, every ...

TOB: What was it like? Live band?

RW: The Bates Bobcats. They can really still swingTihey’ve come back for reunion a
couple of years ago, and they put on a real swingand concert at Chase Hall. Toe tapping
wonderful. And they’ve gotten together the old Bats.

TOB: Like big band swing music is what they’d play?

RW: Well, at our, and we had proms, you know, we a@shior semi formal, well there was a,
semi formal tea dances. This dates us, you sdeenWou wore long dresses, and then there was

a junior prom and a senior prom, and a graduatésrtd commencement night and you’d dance
until three in the morning at Bates College in 198&it Woody Herman played at one of our
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proms, one of our dances, when he was first stpdirt. | remember that, | remember it was a
really good band.

TOB: Now, you mentioned in your article the room eleue®arker Hall cribbage games.
RW: Okay, well, I was not privy to that but | mustieanentioned the person who quoted that
and you should get in touch with him.

TOB: |don't know if there was a name, you just kindha#ntioned it vaguely in the article.
RW: | didn’'t mention him by name?

TOB: You might have, | don’t know though. We could ckec

TOB: You didn’'t have first hand experience with that#®

RW: Heck no, women weren't allowed in the men’s darnike men were invited | think to
visit the senior women in Chase Hall, and in Raiadl,Hnaybe like an open house once a year,
like once, the time when they had coed dining,.but

TOB: Do you remember having any classes with Ed Muskie?

RW: I'm not sure. | didn’t know him that well, younkw, in college. We just sort of,
someone, he was class officer and, but quiet astchpt somebody that you got to know. But

we began to know him when he became governor oh#lai

TOB: You mention in your article around ‘56 when theyl lzareception for your twentieth
anniversary at the Blaine House.

RW: Yes, and the bald headed men all, did | putiti#at

TOB: No.

RW: He had all the bald headed men lean over andttakpictures.
TOB: Well, tell us about that reception.

RW: It was lovely, you know. We got to more or Issg a good bit of the Blaine House. The
children were real, his children were little andytlwere running around upstairs ...

TOB: That was open to your whole class?
RW: Yes, everybody who came back for reunion, wevatit up to Augusta, to the Blaine
House. 1 still remember Jane Muskie’s wonderfoliér arrangements of peonies, and I've told

her that since, | just ...

TOB: You mentioned that in your article, too.
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RW: 1did? The sort of thing that impresses you.aly,dt was great, you know, to be able to do
that and, by the way, if you haven't talked to kr&offin, you should.

TOB: Talked to him yesterday.
RW: You did? Good. There’s a really great guy.

TOB: Did Muskie do a lot of work with the alumni, as s$goresident? Did he, was he the one
who wrote all the letters for reunions?

RW: No, no, | don’t think he was, | don’t remembeg,\Was president of the class while we
were undergraduates. | don’t remember whetherdsealass president, he might have been.
But he came back as often as he could and theouo$e he was a trustee for many years, and |
think that's when he had a closer relationship \hin college.

RC: | have a couple of questions. You said, was it yiost year that the young Black woman
was the first Black woman ...

RW: No, my junior year. She’s the class of ‘38.
RC: Class of ‘38. Before that were there any Black warat all?

RW: Only one, and she lived off campus with her fgmit was Margery Arlington whose
father, stepfather maybe, was George Ross, wheohieaidmous ice cream parlor down on Elm
Street. See, the big sister thing, seniors htd $itsters, juniors did, | guess, oh maybe aké¢hr
classes did, and there were certain things thatij@with your little sister. For instance, one
class took them to Ross’ for ice cream, they hadtt fashioned ice cream round tables, the
wire chairs and homemade ice cream. And Georgebae, was a, | think he was a Bates
graduate, well maybe he drove around here in ahard buggy and called out the ice creams
originally. And he always had a verse, if you wenget ice cream he’d always know you by
name and my sister's name was Esther and he abeays‘Esther, have you got any money to
invester.” | mean, that, so Margery, his daugthdame to Bates but she lived at home, so Ellen
Dammond was the first woman to live on campus.

And the, let's see, in our class there wag@®odson, the poet, a couple of other men that |
can remember right off hand, but there weren’t veany Black students. There was a woman
from France in a class, maybe class of ‘37, andman from Germany, but we just didn’t have
many international students. And of course whenvthr came, ah ..... One of our classmates
whom | forgot to mention this morning was Hirasawat! know that name from the Hirasawa
Lounge, Kazushige, and he was editor of the Jajpard, the English newspaper in Tokyo, and
came here and joined our class for the last twosyea

TOB: There was three Japanese students here when ttjenivéel ligible phrase), so that's
interesting.
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RW: Yeah, and we kept up during the war. You kndw,word was we remained friends
regardless of the war, and | think Muskie and Hives were probably good friends. Ed may
have been in Japan and seen him, | don’t know.

DN: After the war, yes.

RW: After the war he did, yes. Then their daughtéoko ‘65 ] came here to Bates and
graduated, and | think he came back once or twice.

DN: Had you seen Ed between the time he graduated$56?
RW: Not very often.
DN: How different was he in ‘56 when you went to Blaine House?

RW: Oh well, he was a governor and he sort of gdtterieet under him and, but he was
always a very modest man. | suppose it has sontetbido with his Maine background. And if
you wanted a reasoned, sensible argument in thet&§eviuskie was one of the ones who could
do it. His, Brooks Quimby’s whole theory was persion, you know, you do things by
persuasion, and Muskie was a master at it. Andhsmn he had to tackle some of those birds in
the Senate, he did a good job of . . . And | thirtilat, we used to take our children on a
pilgrimage to Washington once in awhile and we wdabk him up, and Margaret Chase Smith
and people like that. We got to know him bettelaber years, and of course he also has a
summer place in Kennebunk and we were sort of theigh

DN: I'd like to take you back to Brooks Quimby besawf your comment on persuasion. Was
he explicit about the art of persuasion? Did heethat term?

RW: Oh, yes, and he used it with us.
TOB: With both women’s and men’s debating?

RW: Yes. You know, | don’t think he made much distion, I'm sure he felt the men’s
debaters were more important than we were, bute thhere some very interesting women who
were women debaters along in there.

RC: One of the things you've been, one of the thinge Hoticed with talking about Bates in
general in the ‘30s is that gender repeatedly campelow everything was separate, how it was
very, they had distinct things for each group. Hbdyou feel about that in the ‘30s, was it just
such a part of normalcy that ...?

RW: Yeah, you took it for granted | think sometimé&§ell, the only thing | can think of coed
was seating in chapel. You know, they didn'’t, @oly for the practical reason that they had to
take attendance and they had people sitting alpicablg so Bobby Berkelman could find out
who wasn’t there with a blank space in the sea.sét up in the balcony and took attendance,
and my father sat in the balcony a good bit oftitme and he, it was anathema to him to have a
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student come in chewing gum, and he could telheywtay their ears were wiggling whether
they were chewing gum or not. They’d go into Hisce chewing gum and he’d hold out a
waste basket.

TOB: Who did you debate, what other schools?

RW: Well, | don’t remember too much about it. We aliedal, we went to University of
Vermont and we went to Middlebury, and the onlggrihat | can remember were those,
otherwise there were debates here on campus.

TOB: For Bates, Bowdoin, Colbyufintelligible word).
RW: Well, I'm sure we didn’t debate Bowdoin.
TOB: No?

RW: The women didn’t. No women at Bowdoin in thosgsl | would, the way to find out is

to look at my yearbook and the list of debatesraire | didn’t do my homework, you see,

before | came down today. And also who the womerewvho debated. Elizabeth Gregory was
one of them, who’s one of the best pediatricianth@Boston area, she’s retired now but . . .
When we had the hundredth anniversary of deba&Batats a couple of years ago in the fall in
Chase Hall, it was great because so many people baok and there were lots of tales about
Brooks Quimby. Of course, Muskie was gone by tlsen,

RC: You said sort of offhand that you think Brooks pably thought that the men were more
important. You say you took it for granted, buee\so, did you ever feel as though you were
being, getting a second ...?

RW: Well, colored by my attitudes now, | must haveerged it some.

RC: But at the time you didn’t?

RW: But at the time it was the status quo, that'swhg things were, and you didn’t buck the
system really.

RC: And at that time there was no sort of collectiuitying to break through that?

RW: You just, no.

TOB: No student activism?

RW: No, well, we got out of our systems | guess,|éaelership roles we had on campus on the
women’s side, like | was president of the YW anel phesident of women’s physical ed and
student government. We were all very, very clastwse’d cooperate and did things together,

but that and debating and, as | said, co-educdatagps you really busy. Plus, you know, studies
which you really had to put first.

18



RC: You were a sociology major. In my experience aislogy, it's one of the more liberal
disciplines.

RW: Yes, | think so.

RC: It directly addresses things like gender antbsit. Was that part of the curriculum then
in sociology?

RW: Not a lot. Andy Myhrman was the chairman of department and somebody, we adored
Andy, he was really great, but | think the counsese not what you would find in soc today.
There was a course on marriage and the familyinktance. And somebody else | should
mention, too, is Peter Bertocci. Taught psychologlgad Peter for one semester but he was
excellent. And he’s the person that probably eficed my husband more than any other
professor at Bates. And his brother Angelo, youieard of cultch? Cultural Heritage course? |
don’t know what you have that compares with it nbwt ...

RC: Isitjust the history of different ...?

RW: Well, it sort of covers the cultural spectrunmaimvay and Dr. Zerby inaugurated that and
Angelo Bertocci taught the classes and alumnistille back if they’ve gone on a tour, an elder
hostel trip or somewhere to European countriey, $lag that reminds us of cultch, of the
wonderful course they had at Bates.

TOB: Frank Coffin mentioned both of those men, too.ePahd Angelo.

RW: Yes, they were absolutely, they were brotherscanig dissimilar but just, you know,
teachers like Tagliabue has been now, just excigaghers.

TOB: Who?
RW: John Tagliabue.
DN: John was not on the faculty when you were aesttitd

RW: Oh, no. Wish he had been. No, | had Bobby Beraa for a semester and was scared to
death of him.

DN: I'm fascinated by the number of names you've tosedof faculty membersvhom |
knew in the ‘50s and ‘60s.

(RW and DN speaking at once.)
RW: ... who were elder statesmen by then probably vieil, yeah, the ones that | think of, that

| mention, | mentioned Fred Knapp who taught Lading he was of the old school, and that was
not my strong suit at all. 1 squeaked through kisato him, | think. But ...
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TOB: Was Prof. Robinson one of your teachers?
RW: Yeah, he taught public speaking and everybodythaake it, it was required.

RC: Normally perhaps | wouldn't ask this question bt mave plenty of time, so, I'm
fascinated by the difference in a class like faraiyl marriage in the ‘30s and now. Was it just
really misogynistic or ...?

RW: No, no, it’s just that, there was nowhere elsgd@xcept to Saturday night dances.
Hardly anybody had a car, you know. Nobody wehtampus because everything was right
here on campus. You know, everything, all the tspevents and the Saturday night dances,
carnival. Carnival was a really big thing in thaksgys.

TOB: Yeah, huge, the whole scrapbook’s just pages agespaf ...

RW: The whole college turned out for carnival. Andsnof it was out of doors, too, and the
Outing Club’s the other thing that | was in thae&lly enjoyed and stuck with. | didn’t ...

End of Sde One
Sde Two

TOB: ... maintained all these miles of Appalachian $rdluilt all these cabins, it must have
been amazing.

RW: There was a cabin out on Sabattus Mountain, gnayIRich Cabin that burned, and we
had a cabin at Thorncrag which . .. Cabin partiese great, you know, you could, | remember
going up there and pulling our food up on a sledl @oking in a ...

TOB: We have a cabin at Mt. Abraham now, near Kingfield

RW: Oh, you do?

TOB: ... and one in a place called Fisher Farms.

RW: Have you talked to Dick Sampson?

RC: No.

RW: Well, he’s, | know that Caron has talked to hioat he was head of the Outing Club for
years and years and years and knew a lot of steid@&nit | don’t think, Muskie of course was a
good student, you know, he was an excellent stualenty with everything else, and ...[all
students were automatically members of the Outilgp @nd of the respective women’s and
men’s student government.

TOB: Well, this is interesting because he in later s really into hunting and fishing and
things like that in the outdoors, and | was curiduge was in the outing club.
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RW: Yeah, but he may have done a little of that whervas growing up.
TOB: The fact that you didn’t know him really well isgirably even better for the purpose of

this. What were the perceptions of Muskie? Waa fiery, like, public sort of person on
campus? Did people know who he was and so forth?

RW: Probably. | think the men knew him probably, #imel men in Parker Hall especially, and
this cribbage club was a real big thing and thatiooed, as you know, through the years. But
there were, and I, he hadn’t, Betty Winston Scatbpbly was the closest friend he had here.
Because as Catholics, there were very few Catbtlidents, and they used to, they went to
church together and so they became very closedsiehdon’t know that they ever dated or not,
you could find out.

TOB: You mentioned the story about how he washed &ieromce, @nintelligible phrase).
(Speaking at once.)

RW: Yes, Betty told us that story, yeah. Well, sH#gn in touch with him. She went with
them on the campaign plane and made sure thahdahieer clothes all together and everything
and sort of go along with Jane. And you know tresglly were probably as close friends as
anybody in the class. She would give you soméyreakresting perspectives, she lives down in
Cape Elizabeth.

RC: Would you say Muskie was respected even at thatyage?

RW: Oh, yeah. Yes he was. Probably because oth@arship, because of his debating,
because of his leadership. And everybody knewdsrhead waiter in JB in the dining hall, of
course.

DN: That was the dining hall where only men ate,.8r

RW: Yes, yes.

TOB: Did they have waitresses at the women'’s dining?hall

RW: Yes, that's one way you earned your way througllege is waiting on tables, and the men
did the same thing, my husband ...

TOB: You had to wait on your fellow students, huh?
RW: Yeah.
RC: That sounds, that doesn’t sound very nice.

TOB: So there was a sit down dinner and did, could ydermfrom a menu or was it, it was
just set.
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RW: No, the menu was set for, believe this, the measi set for six weeks and you knew that
every Wednesday night you'd get spinach and yoetdae cream, Sunday you'd get ice cream
and I've forgotten what it was, but every singleslé was the same thing and, | ate in the dorm
very seldom of course.

RC: Deliberately or ¢nintelligible phrase)?

RW: It was just not imaginative. What you've gotéagou just, there’s no comparison, what
they do over here in food services. | mean, yaudiot compare it any way. But | suppose they
did the best they could and | suppose, you knowgbts were tight, nobody had any money.
Your main entertainment was what was here. Buanltdemember Ed as being particularly
social and | was active enough so that our pathddMmave crossed in some ways, but
particularly in the debate council.

DN: I'd like to go to the Skidmore program and ...
RW: Connection.

DN: ... and that connection, and lay the groundvorkhat in part by your talking about your
husband and his career and where you and he wenBates.

RW: Oh, you want to know that? Well, he had two mbeeworked two years before he came
to Bates because he had [no money]. His fatherawa®rked in the American Optical
Company and they were Scots, and they came overiind©20. And this will interest you
fellows, they came on a ship from Glasgow in Decend$ 1919 and were on board twelve days
crossing the Atlantic in the winter, and arrivededis Island on the 20th | think of January, and
so he came from a very simple background. Butguafibeing a Scotsman, let me tell you, you
never ...

DN: And he was about four or five when he came?

RW: He was five and he doesn’t remember. His brotiider brother remembers a little, but
all he remembered was a little car that rolled ket forth on the deck. And so, incidentally, ...

DN: And they came from Glasgow.

RW: They came from Glasgow; he was born in Clydehanére they build the big ships and
his [grand]father worked on, in the Brown ShipbunfylYards where they built the Queens. And
my daughter and | have been there and we’ve sedbidkck where he lived and, very simple
beginnings. But he came to Bates in the class®&i# he was very musical so he was into
everything, he was very active in the YMCA, waghia choir. And he waited on tables in the
summer with a couple of other Bates people inclgdarney Marcus who worked up here at
Centennial Spring House in Sabbath Day Lake. Atat e graduated from Bates he went to
Yale Divinity School and got a fellowship to stay at Yale to get his Ph.D., and then he worked
for a couple of years for the American Baptist Gamtion working with university pastor groups
across the whole northern part of the country. #mh we went to West Virginia University for
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three years in Morgantown, and from there we wenive lived on Long Island a couple of
years, but that was existing, it wasn’t reallyrigibecause he was gone most of the time, and
then we went to Colorado Women'’s College from ‘4Bihk to ‘57, then we went to Skidmore.

DN: Was he teaching religion?

RW: No, he always said he was an educational admatesf which he really was, but he did,
he organized, he worked with these college chaplam youth groups in the colleges all over
the country. You asked about the Baptist connedaiad everything, and he was also raised in
the Baptist denomination but | think a fairly liséone. He wrote his dissertation on, it's a long
title, “The Attempts of the Fundamentalists to Gain Control of the Baptist Related Collegesin the
United Sates,” and it’s not a nice story at all because thedaimentalists, you know what they
are?

TOB: Fundamentalists? Yeah.

RW: Yeah, all right, they used any means availableytto infiltrate the colleges and to gain
control of the colleges, force faculty membersigm £reedal statements, | mean, it's totally
against everything that we stand for. And that®tthis is about. And when Richard Crocker
was a chaplain here he read it and he said it waa happy story and it should be published.
And | haven't, | guess | haven't talked to the atbleaplains enough, but I think they’d be
interested in it. And Kurt Kuss is helping me gkthat researching stuff ready to send out to
Colgate Rochester which has the Baptist libraryKgd got really interested in that and so I'm
putting that together.

DN: Now, you were at Skidmore and when was it tloat invited Ed to come there?

RW: Well, he was still senator, | don’t know the eixgeas, but, in fact, Mrs. Muskie, his
mother, came too.

DN: So it was fairly early in.his ....

RW: So it was fairly early, yes. We had some reaéigt people there; we had Eleanor
Roosevelt at Skidmore [1961] and my children wél/ar forget it because they met her, you
know. We had tomato juice or [and dinner] someagltahthe house before the lecture and | must
say I'm one of her chief admirers, | think she'graat lady.

DN: She was, yup, great.

RW: Absolu-, | read everything. Doris Kearns Goodwitommencement address is one of the
best we've had in years.

TOB: You thought so, huh?

3 Ed was invited by Ruth Rowe Wilson to come to Skidmore, and the date was: October 28, 1959.
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RW: | thought so, and | know the students must hikel lit.

TOB: Mixed reviews. Some people really liked it, sone®ple thought it was pretty pointless.
But that’s neither here nor there.

RW: Well, it wasn't intellectual enough for some pkxip
TOB: It wasn’t motivational enough for some people.

RW: Well, | thought it was refreshing for a change ah course her book, No Ordinary Time
is a wonderful book.

RC: Okay, so you graduated college and you got maametlyou had children, and you said
the first time you ever saw Muskie after that wdeew he invited everyone to Blaine House for
the reunion. Before that, though, during his cagnmpand so forth, he must have been in the
public spotlight.

RW: He was in the public eye but we were not hereywae not in Maine, and if we had been
we’'d have been, you know, supporting him.

RC: Were you a Democrat at this point? By that point?
RW: Was | what?
RC: Were you a Democrat by the time Muskie became gr@r

RW: Oh sure, sure, long time before that. Well, atphér represented a different era, though,
you have to realize it and this was a DemocrattoMy mother came from a Democratic
county, my dad must have come from Republicar)if®@epublican town in Maine, and he was

DN: | suspect your father’'s Republicanism was Lincol.

RW: Probably; it was nominal but he, you know, thdeo he got the more liberal he got. It
was really quite fascinating. He never would hsaiel or done some of those things as the dean
of men that he did and said in later years, youmkriee became much more liberal. And he
didn’t have a chance with my children.

RC: It's interesting to me how different people, hovopke differ. Some people are pretty
liberal as young folks and as they get older thesgome more conservative, and then there’s the
opposite, too, I've seen that.

RW: Yeah, right, yeah, well | think I'm the oppositewould hope so. | mean, this whole thing
about, we talked a lot this morning about, and yeuhentioned this business about women and
men, and it probably always disturbed me but thexe nothing | could do about it. But once |
got a chance to be a little more independent, wall, of course | had to be, | mean, | was a
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single mother very suddenly with five out of sixlgj still responsible for that many kids, and
you just do what you have to do. And coming herBates was, | still don’t know exactly how

it happened, I'm still trying to find out, but thejfered me the job of editor of the magazine and
it was perfect because we were close to my palerntae didn’t live next door or anything, and
the kids were all in Auburn schools which are vgopd schools, and had a wonderful
relationship with the grandparents, which a lotlmfdren never have.

RC: When you got the job, did you really enjoy it rigiif the bat?

RW: Oh, yeah. | had to learn, you know, | had, | bdded, anything my husband ever wrote
or any speech he ever wrote, he always gave thene tim go over and we had some arguments
about things once in awhile. But I'd had very gdaining in high school English and | always
liked to write, and I still do, and | think that kes a difference. And my mother was a stickler
for English and for grammar. We didn’t get awayhaanything with her.

DN: Was she an English major at Bates?

RW: Who?

DN: Your mother?

RW: No, she didn’t, she only went one year but tHemtaught school. But somewhere along
the line she had gotten some excellent educaticause | found a bunch of the themes that she
wrote as a freshman and they were beautifully amithings.

DN: Where was her home in The County?

RW: Presque Isle. Great place. I'm digressing Yl know, there’s something about people
from The County, it's called The County, and thestjgravitate together. Or you’ll meet
somebody and say, of course, he’s from The CouBtyt....

RC: What sort of things were you covering for the alumagazine, what were some of the
things you enjoyedugiintelligible phrase)?

RW: Well, I did, I just did the class notes and olitsl stuff like that to start with and | had one
of the, a Bates graduate in my father’s class #igtuas the publications advisor and he was
pretty much my boss, and President Phillips alsot@dto see everything that we did.

TOB: What year was this?

RW: Sixty-four, ‘64-'65.

TOB: So was this, this was before or after Muskie’stusiSkidmore?

RW: Oh, it was after.

TOB: Could we go back and talk a little bit more abastthp to Skidmore?
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RW: Well, I just remember we had an awfully good tinwe talked about Bates things and the
students, of course, were excited and enthrallédte him there and it was a big moment
because he’s a busy man and we were lucky to leet@lglet him to come at all. But | think they
drove over from Maine probably and the Senate gilybaasn’t in session at the time.

TOB: Did he give a lecture?

RW: Yeah.

TOB: Do you remember what it was about?

RW: No, but | probably could find out.

TOB: And he stayed with you?

RW: Yes, he stayed in our home. We had a gorgeouseheighteen room Greek revival
house.

RC: How had he changed since he was twenty-one?

RW: Beg your pardon?

RC: Had he changed a great deal since he was twen®/-one

RW: Oh yeah, well, he was a U.S. senator after atl,aabig man, and big in every way, not
just physically. But, and he’'d had a heart attaickne time and always was supposed to be a
little careful after that. Jane used to chide himeunions about, you know, you really shouldn’t
eat bacon for breakfast or something, but. Aridnkt he respected his Catholic heritage and,

um, nobody ever made an issue of that.

RC: Well, it was mentioned as a definite anomaly, et that he was the first one and so
forth. It didn’t seem to kick up any dust ...

RW: There weren’'t too many Catholics in Bates attitme, except some of the local students.
RC: Or as the governor, for that matter.

RW: Oh, yeah.

RC: But nobody seemed to getangry . . ..

(Speaking at once.)

RW: Nobody made, in fact that probably was a bonug fiot of people in Maine. But | don’t
remember it ever being an issue. Frank Coffin cagmed for him as he’s probably told you.
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TOB: It hurt, Kennedy’s being Catholic hurt Coffin, susedly, when Coffin was running for
governor in 1960, but, with the voters in Maine.

RW: Oh, yeah, that could be.

RC: And Kennedy personally called him and said, | agi@e if my coat tails dragged you
down.

RW: Oh, really?
TOB: Butit’'s interesting Muskie escaped all that ardilidlic sentiment.
RW: Yeah, | think so because he was judged on whedseand not what he was.

RC: What do you think, what do you think he broughtgle8 The fact that, you know, the
first Democratic governor in twenty years, thetfCatholic governor, what do you think he
brought people, to the state of Maine?

RW: He turned the whole thing around in Maine. Haedl the political system around in
Maine.

RC: Into the two-party system?

RW: One of my friends said a Republican couldn’t egehelected dog catcher, in Auburn for
instance, but, well, you know, Maine, Margaret Gh&mith was a Republican senator and for
all those years. And | think that's one reasarbpbly the party was strong, and my father was
a strong supporter of her and that's probably figycent of his being a Republican. She was
something else, | mean, she, she also came to Skédamd lectured.

DN: When you were seeing Ed in those later yearm tie early ‘60s and on and you were just
chatting, reminiscing, what were the things thé¢nested him?

RW: I'm sure the cribbage club had a lot to do withecause they were still doing it with some
of his classmates. But he was much more mellow,kymw, at our fiftieth reunion for instance,
we all mellowed a lot, but, you will [laughter] yqick up where you left off at all these
reunions. That's the wonderful thing about it hesmall the years slip away and you’re more or
less back where you were, you know. And, he wsisgoe of us, he was not a senator or a
secretary of state or anybody else, he was jusbbtiee group when he was back here. That
was, | think, part of his charm, maybe, was th¢ tlaat he was just one of the guys.

TOB: Now, did you go to the five, the ten, the twentyefias well? Were you responsible for
organizing any of them at all?

RW: No, | was lucky. When we lived in Denver | wasKy to get here. That twentieth
reunion | guess is, | flew back from Denver witbauple of my kids ...
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TOB: So the twentieth is when the reception was at Blalouse.
RW: Yes, I think so.

RC: You mentioned earlier that you, or you said sonmgthihat indicated to me that you were
friends with Jane?

RW: Yes.
RC: How did you meet ...?
(Speaking at once.)

RW: Well, | got to know Jane probably through thenien up there, that's the first time |
probably met her and ...

RC: And you just stayed friends?

RW: No, we weren't close friends at all, but | thike’ve gotten on a little more personal terms
in the last few years. But again, Betty Scothis one that you might want to try to, she’s a
former trustee and she’d probably come up or havecpme down there. But she’s the one that
probably has the most intimate contact with botlskies as anybody | know, except for one of
these cribbage players, maybe. But this is orffardnt plane and | think she was quoted a lot in
that article and | think she’d be perfectly willitgtalk to you, but | think you want perspective
on Ed really through his political years, well, eMfeom college on. Because | didn't realize

until she told me that they had gone to churchttogyebecause it was so few people of that
persuasion, you know, to get together. And becBases was pretty much a Waspish school,
pretty ...

RC: Itstillis.
RW: ... white, Anglo Saxon, Protestant whatever.

RC: It's very interesting to me because it sort of the, | don’t know if it's an auspices or not
but it presents the attitude that we’re very, Vdygral school, and we have been since 1855 and
so forth.

RW: Well, we have been in many ways. | think thesssaatism probably relates more to
behavior and that sort of thing, but Bates has yvwead . . . Well, | think some of these
professors I've mentioned, you know, they werelanftont line of, cutting edge as you people
call it, of opening up horizons for us that we joster had had opened up before. Because most
everybody who came to Bates came from New Englaradl $owns, small high schools, a lot of,
some people were from other states, but pretty mlaih, ordinary down-home people.

DN: Now you had grown up as the ...
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RW: Right here on this campus.
DN: ... child of a member of the faculty adminisat and ...

RW: And it wasn't easy.
DN: | suspect it wasn't.

RW: No, it wasn't.

DN: And, but you also knew the faculty ...

RW: Yeah, from growing up.

DN: ... from growing up. What kind of an impact dmy have on you going into the class?
RW: Well, | knew and respected them, they were fafnignds, knew them as family friends
and colleagues of my parents first, before | kne@nt as teachers. And you know the stories
that we heard about them were interesting, anesduoté stories, and nothing to do much with
the classroom. And of course a lot, some of théad as | said, Professor Robinson at least had
my parents and | think perhaps Freddie Knapp. nitdanow if you call your professors by
names like that now, but there was a very affeati®merm for him.

TOB: Freddie?

RW: Freddie Knapp, yeah. He knew his Latin up angrdand across; | certainly didn't.
RC: high school . . .

RC: One thing | read was that a big time for that wigedessors were becoming really
personable and first name basis was in the ‘60s1elerything became notably liberal. And |
read in the book before | came to college saying twact in college, it said, well, you know,
don’t forget all those students in the ‘60s havangr up and they like their titles.

TOB: | call most of my professors Professor so and donlt call anyone by their first name.

RC: |do too.

RW: Well now, did you have, I'm turning the tablegédwe Did you have a major professor or
one or two professors that you got to know realgllv

RC: No.

RW: You didn't?

29



TOB: No, but I'm not a good person to ask. | think masople did. | switched my major a
bunch of times, didn’'t get along with anyone in tigpartment in my first major, so.

RC: | haven't either, and I think it's because a lopobfessors, as brilliant and as inspiring as
they can be teacher-wise, they just don’'t wantidge that gap a lot of times, they don’t want to
have lunch with you in commons.

RW: Well that’s interesting because | think profesduad a lot of students in their homes
before that and, some of them still do, but theas @& certain barrier beyond which you’d not go.
And some of the, a few of the professors weretla Brrogant.

TOB: | betin that respect it hasn’t really changed thath. | bet it really, a lot depended on
individual professors.
RW: Yeah, I think so.

TOB: And the amount of effort that the individual stutipat in to being personable to the
professor.

RW: Well also I think it depends on maybe the departim | got to know, through the, | was
very interested in the foreign students and | abuagve been and | used to have them come
down to the cottage, | guess | mentioned that. gormde of the new young faculty would bring
them in their cars because we didn’t have bus eervian service then, and they’d bring their
little kids. And, you know, we’d have fifty, sixtyeople there and have a picnic and so forth,
and | thought they had a pretty good relationsliipr instance, a couple of foreign students that
| got to know, one of them, we were the Americamifa for a fellow from Turkey [A. Dilek
Barlas, Bates ‘73], and one of his real close besldias, his father was in the Iranian embassy
but he’d been born in this country and | got towrtbem quite well. And the physics
department with George Ruff and Jack Pribram fstaince, they knew those, that was a very
small intimate department, and those students lgmdad relationship with that faculty.

RC: What time period are you speaking of?
RW: Physics, oh, ‘62 or ‘63 | guess. No, wait a ninwvait a minute, couldn’t have been then,
it was early ‘70s, | think Dilek Barlas was in tblass of ‘72 or ‘73.

RC: Is George Ruff still here? Because | know thesgfsofessor of physics named Ruff, I'm
not sure what his first name is.

RW: No, he’s, one of them [Kambiz Safinya, Bates ‘@&jduatedumma cum laude, he
[Dilek] graduatedmagna cum laude, both Phi Beta Kappas, bright guys in theorefitgisics.

RC: Wasn't the easiest thing I've ever read.
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TOB: Now, you mentioned the fiftieth reunion and howas just one of the class again.
Can you tell us a little bit about what happenedrduthe fiftieth reunion, what it was like to see
Ed again?

RW: Well, as | say, we just picked up where we lgfand we had an awfully good time and of
course people get older and people like Ed hadatetwhis ways and what he ate and so forth, a
lot of them did.

TOB: What'd you do?

RW: Well, we took part in all the activities, satanal in JB in the lounge and talked a lot, you
know. You had a chance to really visit with people called up people who couldn’t be there,
they had an open phone line, that year they hiadnt the dorm and we could call people who
couldn’t come.

TOB: Did you stay in JB?

RW: No, | stayed at home, | like to sleep in my ovealb

RC: After all the accolades that Ed received and ewargthe accomplished ...

RW: He still was old Ed.

RC: After all of that, how would you, what, if you cautharacterize him with a few words,
what would they be?

TOB: Who, what is old Ed? Who was old Ed?

RW: Oh, yeah, well, with us he was himself and I'mesthat in any public forum or occasion
or anything else he was either the senator, thergov, the secretary of state or whatever. He
said once, you know, the secretary of state wabdlejob he ever had. It's too bad it didn't last
a little longer, but he enjoyed what he was doiAgd I'm not a political scientist so | don’t
know how much trouble he had getting elected tcstreate, but | think it was pretty hands
down, wasn't it?

DN: It wasn't that hard, no.

RW: It wasn't that hard, no.

DN: He always had more trouble with the campaignsrevsine was way ahead.

RW: Yeah. Well were you here when Jimmy Carter, wiverhad Muskie Archives dedication
and Jimmy Carter was the speaker? He said Eddhewk been president; brought down the

house.

TOB: What was that dedication like?
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RW: It was great, it was an academic occasion overdargym, over in Merrill, academic
procession, the whole works. Carter got an hogatagree and gave a speech and Ed made
some kind of response I'm sure, but it was just fuwas really nice. It was one of those rare
occasions here at Bates when everybody just fejosd about it, you know, students were there
and in fact | think they invited in school kids fndown, people from town to fill in some of the
bleachers. It was just an, there are a few ocoagiere at Bates that | remember in the last few
years that stand out and that was one of them &mymeasons. | think when Eli Wiesel was
here was another one.

TOB: Yeah, | was just going to mention that, | thinkah relate to that night, that was great.
RW: That was one of the top occasions that | can mamee from being here.
TOB: Did you come when Rostopovich spoke?

RW: Yes, and that was another one, see. | don’t kmow they managed to get those people
here but ...

TOB: Last year they didn’t get anyone, that was a ldtkappointing.

RC: Wasn't Maya Angelou supposed to ...?

TOB: Yes, she canceled or something.

RC: That would have been fantastic, too.

RW: Who was that?

RC: Maya Angelou was supposed to speak.

RW: Yeah, she, well, actually as that turned outeHé?apaioanou got her, had her day and
deserved it. She got the honorary degree, anBlt#tk students who participated more than
made up for her [Angelou] missing the appointmdirh sorry she couldn’t come, and | don’t
know exactly why yet, but the program that we haterthan made up for it, especially because
students were participating. But there have bgemknow, there are these things that stand out
in the last few years.

RC: I want to take you back to the question | askdittla karlier, after everything Ed’s done, if
you could look back at him, not necessarily, jhst qualities that struck you first when you think

of Ed.

RW: Well I, honesty and integrity. He was forthrightwhat he had to say, he certainly stood
up for his principles, and I'm sure it wasn’t alethjer easy in the Senate. That enough?

TOB: What do you think was Ed Muskie’s biggest contribto the state of Maine?
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RW: Well, | think he has worked off the environmergabgrams that he supported and the
Clean Air Act and so forth that he got through Qasg, which according to the morning papers
still isn't good but those were national programmatthe got through. As | say, I'm not a
political scientist and | don’t remember it, angddsn’t here at the time he was governor so |
don’t remember all of the accomplishments that ke@rhere but Coffin can, probably has filled
you in.

TOB: How about this, what do you think his biggest citmiions to Bates College were?

RW: |don’'t know. Being Ed Muskie, I think.

TOB: That would be enough.

RW: 1 really think that’s the biggest contribution.

RC: Well, if Don and Tuck agree, | have just one manegjion. You retired in ‘80, is that
correct?

RW: Who.
RC: From the ...

RW: Oh yeah, but then they unretired me shortly dftat. They called me back to do a couple
issues of the magazine, I'm still doing it.

RC: Iread a quote that said you'd really like to geyour gardening or something like that.
RW: Oh yeah.
RC: Have you had an opportunity to do that?

RW: Yeah, | was gardening all day yesterday. Prgbait until tonight until the bugs get
bad. Tomorrow.

TOB: The day might fry all the bugs.
RW: What?

TOB: | think the bugs might be going away with this heat

RW: Well, | hope so but the mosquitoes love it in ¢hvening. Oh well, come up and see my
garden sometime.

RC: Okay, well Ms. Wilson, thank you very much for ydime, we really, really appreciate it.

RW: You're welcome, I'm glad to do it.
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End of Interview
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