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Biographical Note

Robert Maurice York was born on June 10, 1915 itidij Maine. His parents were Josephine
Myra (Brown) and Maurice Asa York. His father owreedheat market in Wilton, and his
mother was a homemaker. York went to Bates Collggduating in the class of 1937. He then
went on to Clark University to get his Masters &idD. in History. After graduating, he
enlisted in the Navy, and saw active duty in theifita Japanese Kamikaze planes sunk the
boat he originally served on, so he returned stigeand worked for the Office of Naval History.
In 1946, he returned to Maine and taught Histétya University of Maine at Orono, becoming
an expert on the state’s history. In 1956, he aygminted Maine State Historian by then
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creation of the Maine State Archives. Upon leavimgOrono campus in 1962, he took a
position as Dean of Academic Affairs at Gorham&tbllege, now known as the University of
Southern Maine. From 1970 to 1978, he served as DEGraduate Study at the University of
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Professor Emeritus of History at the UniversitySaiuthern Maine.

Scope and Content Note



The interview includes discussions of: Wilton, Mauring the Depression; Ed Muskie
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Transcript

RC: ... Bob York in Orr’s Island, Maine. Mr. York,ilwou start by stating your full name and
spelling it?

Robert York: Spelling it, huh?
RC: It's for the transcripts.

RY: Robert Maurice York, R-O-B-E-R-T, M-A-U-R-I-C-F,-O-R-K.



RC: And where and when were you born?
RY: 1 was born on the 10th of June, 1915 in my pat‘drdame in Wilton, Maine.
RC: Were you raised in Wilton?

RY: | was raised in Wilton. My dad had a meat matkete. | went through the local schools,
graduated from Wilton Academy in 1933.

RC: And what were your parents’ names?

RY: My dad’s name was Maurice Asa York, and my mdgheame was Josephine Myra
Brown York.

RC: And your mother, did she help your father at theaimearket?

RY: No, she stayed home. | had two younger sistéag an older sister who died before | was
born, but I had two younger sisters and my mothes a full time housewife. She was a very,
she was a former school teacher, elementary stbacher, and she did, she worked a lot with
us kids when we were growing up. She was alsxeellent seamstress so she made most of
the clothes for my sisters and some for me, butdtler have mine come out of the store.

RC: And growing up, did you grow up in a Republican $ehold, Democrat?

RY: Yes, my parents were registered Republicans,ilegg not rabid Republicans but they
were Republicans.

RC: And growing up, did they try to instill in you Repiican values?

RY: Well, | suppose they did because when | choskettare myself, | became a Republican.
But, and I've always considered myself a moderapuRlican, and in fact an independent
Republican. And when Ed Muskie came along | becarwtiskie Republican. In fact, when |
was teaching at the University of Maine, teachimgehican history, basic American history, |
praised when | felt praise was due, and | critidimdren | felt criticism was the right way to go.
And in fact | must have said a lot of good things@ Democratic presidents and their programs
and so on and so forth. So much so that one ddtogents, an older man who was from the
coast of Maine, Boothbay area, he went down tolchgcregistration to find out if I could
possibly be a Republican saying such nice thingsiabemocrats. Which really amazed me
because here was a, here was a student checkimg cegistration because | was saying nice
things about Woodrow Wilson and Franklin D. Rooseard so on, you know, | called a spade
a spade. That was from my college days. Pa GekltiiMuskie and | both had the same
American history and American government professame | think he instilled in both of us
liberal views and a certain amount of independexsctar as thinking was concerned. Call a
spade a spade as you saw it.



RC: Given that he instilled in you liberal views, analyseem to be generally talking about
yourself as a somewhat liberal Republican, wheesdbe Republican come in then?

RY: Yes, well, I'm afraid both my wife and | have Hganade up our minds that we shouldn’t
be registered Republicans any more. We're reatlgpendents, because we don’t go along with
much of the Republican, national Republican phiidsoat the present time. But | still have my
registration. | vote in the primaries, but | alsayote in the regular elections and | vote my
conscience.

RC: As ayoung person, what was your attachment t&képiblicans?
RY: What was my attachment?

RC: Yeah, you were a liberal Republican when you wenang.

RY: Yes, all the way through.

RC: What was the Republican side of you when you werey, if now you feel you shouldn’t
be registered?

RY: Well, | don't go for this religious right stufhiparticular. 1 think their agenda is much too
narrow and it's not, it doesn't fill me with eithadmiration and it doesn’t enlist my support very
much. I’'m solidly behind both of our senatorshihk Olympia Snowe and the other one, that
they're... they're liberal Republicans. | can dong with them. But | don’t go along with the
right, the extreme right.

RC: Given that you disagree somewhat with the religiogist, were you raised religiously at
all?

RY: Yes, yes, we were. My dad was a deacon in they@gational Church, which was the
most important church in town, but my dad was naligious fanatic or anything like that. But
we went to church and Sunday school and I've betéwesin Congregational churches all my
life all over the country. When | went to graduatdool in Worcester, Massachusetts, Pilgrim
Church; when | was in the service in Waukegamdis, Washington, D.C., First Church; then
up to Orono, Universal Fellowship Church; then Gonhand when | came to Brunswick |, we
naturally transferred to the First Parish ChurcBianswick, which again is a liberal church.

It's a liberal church. In fact, it's a part of thimited Church of Christ, and the United Church of
Christ is the only mainline Protestant denominatloat does not frown officially on unions
between gays.

TOB: Interesting.
RY: And we'’ve taken, when, I've been active in thevento make a public statement to the

effect that we are a free and open church to ewelyb So that's, you can see I'm on the liberal
side of things.



TOB: What high school did you attend?

RY: Wilton Academy. And that, | was always a goagtsint. | graduated as a valedictorian of
my class. And | only applied to one college. plaggd to Bates College and was accepted. Of
course times have changed. In those days it wasrdifficult to get into college because there
weren’t as many people going to college, but mpgpal and my history teacher, who
influenced my life a great deal, he ...

RC: What was his name?

RY: His name was Maurice Earl, and he said to mseait “You're going to go to college.”
(Nobody in my family had gone to, well, my mothexdhgone to teacher’s college, become a
teacher.) “You're going to go to college and hthiyou should go to Bates. You like history.
They’ve got a good history and government departrdewn there.” So | applied to Bates and
was accepted and that was that. And in those ldaysld afford to go to... | don’t say I could
afford to go to Bates, because | earned more thHrohmy way through scholarship and work
programs and things like that. But of course,aswnly seven hundred dollars a year, which to
you seems like nothing. But that was quite a &atduse, ah... | remember as a freshman | stayed
one week of my Christmas to wash walls in Hathoati Bind | got thirty five cents an hour.

And | worked a forty hour week and got about foerntelollars or something like that. That
wasn’t bad. Of course at that time, bread wastaghts a loaf, milk was about eight cents a
quart, and things were in proportion. But, siillvas a struggle, it was a struggle.

RC: What was Wilton like?

RY: Wilton probably was a town of about three thowkalt's about twenty five miles from
Rumford where Ed Muskie grew up. And we had, weeveefortunate town. All during the
Depression there were jobs in Wilton. And the Wiltvoolen company was flourishing in those
days, and the Bass Shoe Company. You've probaaydhof Bass shoes, the one they'’re just
closing now. They were busy and so it was a rnitte town. Wilton Academy was a fine little
secondary school, had a nice faculty, classes svaed, and it... the town has changed so much.
The woolen mill closed probably thirty years agdeast, and the Bass Shoe factory is closing at
the present time. And the main street, which waesy street when | was growing up... my
dad’s meat market was right on the main streét.aisad looking place at the present time. But
it was a nice little town to grow up in and | hatbeof friends. In fact, I'm going back this
Sunday for my sixty fifth reunion, high school das

RC: How would you characterize the population when yweue growing up? Was it mostly
Republican or Democrat ourfintelligible word)?

RY: It was pretty much a Republican town. Of cowsthat time Maine was very strongly
Republican. The first fifty years of the ninetdenéntury, Maine was a Democratic state, and
when the Democratic party broke up in the 195039[(850's] over the response to slavery and
the problem of temperance and prohibition, the Répan party emerged as the number one
party, and held that monopoly really for the nestiteiry. It wasn't until Ed Muskie came along
and won what | say was not a party victory at atld personal victory in 1954, that we have the



beginning of the modern Democratic party in théestd Maine. And coming into existence,
slowly at first, of a true two-party system. Igstten to the point now where nobody can predict
what an election’s going to be like in the statdafine, because we’ve got an independent
governor, we've got two Republican senators, twenbDeratic congressmen, and both houses of
the legislature are Democratic, but by a very namaargin; two, three seats would change the
complexion. We’re a, we're not a rock ribbed amnyghat the present time. In fact there are
more independents who don’t vote in the primaresaise they are independent, than there are
Republicans or Democrats.

TOB: Tell us about Bates during the Depression, when tguus about your arrival at Bates.
Where did you live your first year?

RY: | was assigned to a room on the fourth floor o§& Bill Hall, Roger Williams. What is it
now?

TOB: Still the Bill. It's called the Bill, it's an alfemale dorm.

RY: Oh yeah, oh, well, of course in those days theiaidtration was on the first floor,
everything was on the first floor, the dean’s ddfithe president’s office, the bursar’s office.

TOB: Of the Bill?

RY: Of Roger Bill, yeah. | was up in the top floarthe end room, the fire escape was the
windows in my room. | had a roommate who was atsé&@k man by the name of Bucky Gore,
and unfortunately Bucky was a better track man tlmwas a student and he didn’t make it
eventually, he dropped out. But | was up there@mnthat fourth floor were all freshmen, we
were all freshmen. The proctor’s office or progapoms were on the second floor; second,
third and fourth floors were for students, but ffleshmen were almost all on the fourth floor and
the other two floors were upper classmen, withvaffeshmen mixed in here and there, but we
were all freshmen up on the top floor. And yob#d interested in this, Ed Muskie was my
sophomore proctor.

RC: Interesting. So he must have been a junior tisethat right?

RY: Sure. | first met Ed Muskie in 1929, my freshnyaar at Wilton Academy. Both Wilton
and Stephens High School, which was the Rumfortd kaool, were members of the Bates
debating league. And | was a pretty fair publieafer and debater and we were members of the
Bates league and we had a practice debate, Wiltaalémy, with Rumford. And Ed Muskie

was their star speaker and | was a star speak®Yifton Academy. But he was a much better
speaker than | was, he was excellent in rebuftad one of the things that always stood him in
good stead was his ability to think on his feet samday the right thing. And so my acquaintance
with him goes back to that experience in 1929. nfhenewed it when | was a sophomore,
when he was a sophomore and | was a freshman.exeny time | saw Ed Muskie for years he
used to remind me, he said, Bob, you were the estifieshman on the top floor of Roger
Williams Hall. | had a loud voice and | did my dying early, and then I'd visit and | guess
perhaps | did become a little bit noisy. But herenivan once came up and told us to pipe down,



that people wanted to study or sleep.

TOB: Was Muskie a friendly guy in college?

RY: Yes. Oh yeah, he was a nice guy, very nice.
TOB: Was he strict as a proctor?

RY: Well, he was reasonably strict | would say, y&s,| mean if he, when he told me to quiet
down, | did.

TOB: Now, sophomore year you lived in the Bill also?
RY: No, | moved over to, let's see... East Parkéouwgard Hathorn Hall, right?
TOB: Right.

RY: Well, | moved over to East Parker. And my junjear | became a junior proctor in West
Parker, and my senior year | was senior proctétarker Hall, West Parker.

TOB: So Ed Muskie was your proctor sophomore year wimenwere living in Parker?
RY: Sophomore year, yes.
TOB: Did you have a social relationship with him, dicuyleang out with him?

RY: No, not really, not really, no. We freshmen htogether pretty well and, but | knew him
pretty well and we were always friendly with ea¢chey and so on and so forth.

RC: Going back to Wilton, when you debated with Rumfavtiat was your impression of him
then?

RY: Of Ed Muskie?
RC: Yeah, when you were in high school.

RY: Oh, very fine speaker. As | said, | had to aénhim, his ability to rebut right off the top
of his head.

TOB: Do you remember what the debate was about?

RY: 1think it had to do with unemployment insuransieould there be compulsory
unemployment. Of course the Depression was dmaatitne. That's the way | remember it,

I’'m sure that’s what it was. But of course, yowwn he went on to, he was a brilliant debater at
Bates College.



TOB: Did you debate at Bates also?

RY: My freshman year | debated some, but | didn@rtihat year. | could have, | should have,
but I didn’t. | was concentrating, | wanted tofbetball manager. In those days to be football
manager meant something on the campus. And whatligbas a, | was a freshman manager
competing, and a sophomore manager competing, hatyeu did in your sophomore year
determined who would be tlmanager, and | was determined that | was goirg tthe manager.
And I didn't, | didn’t go out... And | was, by theime, let’s see, my sophomore year, | was
working on campus full time. | got a job that paigt board, of course board was only eight
dollars a week at that time, believe it or not.t Bswept, | was the caretaker, the janitor if you
please, for Hathorn Hall, all of the classroomstanfirst floor and on the second floor. 1 did
not have the little theater, there was a littleatee there; | don’t know what they’'ve got now, |
haven't been into it in years. Are there classreamHathorn these days?

TOB: Yes.
RY: What is there now?
TOB: Math and foreign languages.

RY: Is that, you know, foreign languages, that’'s wehestudied German. And downstairs was
the, that's where the history and government ckagsre held, they were all held on that first
floor back in the back.

TOB: They're going to be in the new building now.

RY: Oh yeah, they’re going to be in the new buildihgjl be the first time they really had a
good home.

TOB: Yeah, that's true.
RY: Yeah, yeah, yeah.
RC: What other sort of extra curricular activities gl involve yourself in?

RY: Well, | was in the politics club, | was presidefthe politics club my senior year. | was
active in the, what did they call it, | think theglled it the Bates Christian Association. And |
was quite a pacifist in those days and | was chairof the Peace Commission, and | remember
traveling... We had a linkage with Bates, Bowd@&@n]by and the University of Maine, and |
remember going to Bowdoin and to Colby and to tiéversity of Maine and participating in
panel discussions on, well, the rise of Hitler &odv... | was an isolationist at that time, pretty
strongly isolationist and kept the idea pretty mtiat we should keep out of Europe’s affairs
and it shouldn’t be our business and so on andrslo, fso | was active there. And | was
president of the College Fellowship Group that wasitified with the Universalist and
Congregational youth on campus. So | kept busy.



TOB: What was the political club like?
RY: What was the politics club?
TOB: The politics club.

RY: Well, we did programs, we had speakers and sanarurrent political problems and things
like that. | remember we had Ralph Lancaster whe a/very prominent attorney, Lewiston
Democratic attorney, very well respected. But Megn’t remember, | know that’s the kind of
program we had but | don’t remember the details.

TOB: Now was Muskie in the politics club?
RY: Oh yes.
TOB: He was.

RY: I'm not sure but what | followed him as presideBut he was active in it, he was very
active in it.

TOB: So what was Ed Muskie like in college?

RY: Nice guy, very popular, very well regarded awel|, he was a fine scholar, Phi Beta
Kappa. And | don’'t remember if he graduatech laude or not, but he was a good student, he
was very popular, he spoke to people, he had charisAnd he seemed then, and this carried
over into his political life, he seemed to be ayMeiendly, cordial person.

TOB: Do you recall any stories or any, does anythingkstut that’s helped you, that you
remember that helped you form these opinions o¥iadkie, any interactions or anything with
you?

RY: No, I don'tin particular. | think, | don’t, weere always friendly on campus, we weren’t
intimate in the sense that we were bosom pals ythang like that, but we always conversed and
| think we had mutual respect for each other.

TOB: Now, were students at that time interested in jgslithe outside politics that were going
on in the world?

RY: Well, a lot of them were. | think probably thejority were not particularly politically
oriented. But Pa Gould, R.R.N. Gould, Railroad [@dbey called him in Lewiston, we called
him Pa, he was our American government teacherAmarican history teacher, and he
inculcated into us | think a lot of this independen He was, and he was one who kept
emphasizing to us, you should get involved in ti@rs of your community, you should take a
stand on issues of justice and right and thingstltat, and don’t be just a passive onlooker but
get yourselves involved. And he also was a veonst partisan of the view that one of the
things that Maine needed very badly was an effedimo-party system.



Because at that time the Democratic Partyl, et Democratic Party was very strong in
Lewiston and in Biddeford and in Brunswick, but tlaest majority of the state of Maine was
strongly Republican. See, as you know I'm surenfadl the other conversations that from the
1850s to 1964, there was only one Democratic legist and that was 1910, as a result of the
1910 election. And that wasn’t because the Dent®evare so popular or so numerous, but it
was because of the big split in the RepublicanyRaetween the regular Republicans and the
progressive Republicans. And so most of the sifaldaine really was a one-party state. We
were as much a one party Republican state as lidessoth was solidly Democratic. Now
there’s been this big switch and the south is tekbone of the Republican Party and a lot of
the rest of the nation has done a flip flop in dliger direction.

Well, Pa Gould was active in city affairs to thamidhat he was the only Republican member of
the city council, the only Republican member of ¢itg council. He was a good example of
what he was preaching. See, you best govern pabpl@eople, when you have effective
opposition. When you have one party that’s in cardll the time, you're likely to get a
stagnant, sterile situation. There’s not much guaslchange. The Republican party after WWiII
did have a rising insurgency but it was, the yotuingks,so to speak, found it very difficult to
change things very much. But yet that growing peegive element that was in the Republican
Party in the 1950s helped Ed Muskie get electdlarfirst place. The election in 1954 was not
a Democratic victory, it was a victory for Ed MuskiHe and Frank Coffin really did that job
almost single-handed.

| remember their coming up to the University of Kiof course | was a professor at that time,
at Orono. And they literally, they were operatorga shoestring financially. They had a broken
down old car that, well, finally died on them agimember it and they had to get somebody
else’s car, not on that particular trip, but | méagy just, they were without the financial
backing of a solid organization. They rebuiltrirh scratch. Frank Coffin is another, well, he’s
one of Bates’ most illustrious graduates, no qoestibout it. He was just positively brilliant

and I'm sure you've got him on tape ten times. ,Bgee Frank quite frequently. He’s been a
real credit to the State of Maine, to the colley&] to everybody else. Now, how did | get onto
that?

RC: Well, going back to, you said Pa Gould was a pedgample of his own philosophy in
terms of getting involved in the community. Your&dérom Wilton, which was a very small
town comparably to Lewiston, and coming to Lewist@hich was a much bigger place, was
predominantly Democratic and was predominantly Glath How was that different for you, at
a young age, coming to college to a very diffepate?

RY: Well, didn’t bother me a bit because | went te, ths | say, | went to the Pine Street
Congregational Church my freshman and it closdihktby the time of my sophomore year,
and then | started going over the High Street Cegaional Church. So, and | rubbed elbows
with Catholics, Catholicism. | used to get awfuliggusted with my Protestant friends because
they didn’t support their church and | admired @sholics who faithfully went to church every
Sunday and observed the religious festivals amythiike that, that didn’t bother me. And
Lewiston had always been our shopping mecca; wd tsscome down on the train with my



mother to shop in Lewiston. At that time Lisbome®t, which is a sad street at the present time .
And that big store that's at the head ablon Street on Main Street, which was Peck’s, that

was the leading department store for our whole sréaat section of the State of Maine. We

used to come down regularly. And when we got aaraabile we used to come down, so |

knew Lewiston. And my, in fact, my sisters both lteental work done regularly in Lewiston, so

we were down in Lewiston a lot. And Bates Colleggpally Bates College was an island unto

itself really. You know what | mean? It didn’t. .

TOB: How so?

RY: Well, it was really apart from the town.

TOB: Even then?

RY: It was, there wasn’t much interplay between thieege and, | don’t know now. | think
students, don’t they get involved in community warid things like that, or am | crazy? They
don't.

RC: |don’t think they do.

RY: You don't think they do.

TOB: Well, | mean, there’s a small percentage that do.

RY: | see, okay.

TOB: Butall in all, I think Bates is fairly removed frothe communityynintelligible phrase).
RY: It's still removed from Bates, well it was vemmoved at that time.

TOB: It was, really?

RY: Yes, it really was removed. It was an islancbutgelf.

RC: Would you say town and Bates relations were badiave they just indifferent to one
another?

RY: It was as if they didn’t care much about eacleotr worry about each other. One of the
things that | remember, every now and then sonteeopeople would say, well, you should, the
college should have better relations with Lewistod Auburn. But not much happened. Not
much happened. So | always, it wasn’t as it Brahswick. Bowdoin College is very much
involved in Brunswick affairs and Bates College waser like that in Lewiston, in those days.
And you say it isn’t too changed much.

TOB: No, | mean, | don’t think there’s very many professlike Pa Gould who get active in
local politics or anything like thatiNow, tell us a little about Pa Gould’s teachingestyWhat



was he like in the classroom? What was it likengla class with Pa Gould?

RY: Well, we had regular assignments. We had a ¢@ktlregular assignments. There was a
lot of discussion in class. We were expected teftone the reading and then we would
discuss the lessons of the day. And he calledceoplp regularly, you better have done your
homework because he’d just start right out, “Mrrk;avhat do you think about this?” And so
on and so forth. I liked his style, and in factskd his style a great deal in my own teaching.

RC: How large were the classes back then?
RY: Oh, there were about thirty five or forty in mastthose classes.
RC: And he would still single people out?

RY: Yes, oh yes. Infact, we had assigned seat¥ arldwas either always in the front or in
the back. But he’d find me in the back seat. $whort and slight in those days, but he knew
where | was.

RC: So you strategically sat in the backiftelligible phrase).

RY: There wasn’t anybody shorter than | was exceyugple of girls, and there wasn’t
anybody, we didn’t have any Zs, so | was eithentrig the front, right where he could pick on
me or he could see me where | was in the back.itBwds a, he was a, he always had a twinkle
in his eye and he liked to put students on the, dpdtin a friendly fashion, you know. And if
you didn’t know the answer he’d chide you on itdngay, do your homework.

TOB: How much say did students have in the running efctbllege in @nintelligible phrase)?
RY: How much say?
TOB: Yeah, how important were the student organizations?

RY: I would say that it was minimal, minimal. Nateiisted, there were all kinds of student
bodies. There was student government. And | thiaknen’s student government was probably
more active than men’s student government. Theewpme lives of the women were pretty
severely controlled at that particular time. | meae didn’t even have coed dining, you know.
If we had once or twice a semester coed diningth@aght we were in seventh heaven. But the
women at in Rand Hall and all of us from freshm@séniors went over to John Bertram, the
dining room was in the first floor of John Bertrarnke the politics club, there was no
interference, we ran the politics club the way vanted to. But as far as really, | think you
students have much more freedom than we had, lamolW certainly the girls do because their
lives was pretty controlled.

RC: Now, you mention that women'’s lives were prettytcolted. Give me an example of how
they were controlled more so than, say, the men.



RY: The doors were locked at night. Are they locked/?
TOB: Yes, oh yeah.
RC: Locked where you can’t leave, or just locked ineyaif

RY: Oh, they were locked, the doors were locked, wpfter | don’'t know what time it was,
can’t remember what time it was now, but ...

TOB: Well now everyone has a key.
RY: Everyone has a key?
TOB: Yeah, sure.

RY: Oh, they didn’t have a key in those days. Youldo't, you got out, you didn’t come in,
you couldn’t get in. Somebody had, you had to wsk@ebody up or sneak in a window or
something like that, sure.

TOB: What did you do socially? What was social life b#wen?

RY: Well, | wasn’t a dancer unfortunately. | didiéarn to dance until | went to graduate
school and fell in love with a student there aratt tbok care of that. She taught me to dance.
But | went to... | was active in the outing clukent on the things, mountain climbing and things
like that. We used to, | don’t even know if theg’'got it any more, there was a cabin at
Thorncrag, we used to have lots of cookouts tregang of us would get together. Some of us
guys who weren’t dating regularly... | had a gidfrd back home, subsequently we married,
though we, after thirty years of marriage we wew@ited. | married Jan twenty three years
ago. But we’d go on hikes and picnics and things.

Of course, | followed the football team in the faWe went, | went to all the games. Even
though | was a freshman manager, or aspiring ® fo@anager, | got along fine with most of the
football players and, in fact, they were going ophte University of Maine and | wasn’t
supposed to be there but they, | got on the bustwém. We got up to the Lancey House in
Pittsfield to have our lunch, and of course | padilbeit, | walked out of the bus and Dave Morey
was the coach, he said, where did you come fros&id| oh, I've been on the bus. He said,
well, come along, and he took me and | don’t knbiaei paid for my meal or not. But anyway |
got to go on trips even as a freshman, and | tharkaps, | won't say it was foreordained that |
would become a football manager but | got along faith the senior manager and the junior
manager and the sophomore manager. And | alsas lfuendly with the hockey team because |
was, | decided if | didn’t make football managed, become hockey manager. We had a hockey
team in those days.

TOB: Where did the hockey team play?

RY: Down at St. Dom’s arena. Yeah. And we had ttkwdawn, that's a long walk from Bates



College on a cold night. Even colder walking bagkit, so I, and we had lots of bull sessions in
the dorms and things like that. | had a good time.

RC:

College is notorious, I've never asked this queskiefore, but it just occurred to me.

College is notorious for being a huge party scgoa,know, it's all over the television and
certainly experience it at Bates.

RY:

RC:

RY:

RC:

RY:

RC:

RY:

RC:

RY:

No alcohol at Bates, you know.

That's what | was curious about, was there ...?

No alcohol, oh no. And were very strict on that.

So if you got caught with alcohol you were in higuble.

You got caught with alcohol, out you went. Thes&sn’t any question about that.

Did people still do it, did you ever saan{ntelligible phrase)?

Well, I know there was a, | was a proctor for tyears. | know there was a little bit, but ...
Were you pretty lenient with them?

... they were very discreet about it, they wezg/\discreet about it. If you really wanted to

have a party, you did it off campus. You didn’tidon campus because... Well in those days we
still had, we had of course, no, Prohibition wasgby the time | became a student, but beer,
even beer was out. You weren't supposed to dragd.b

RC:

RY:

RC:

RY:

Now, even though prohibition had ended, what wikeedrinking ages back then?
Twenty-one.
Was it twenty-one?

You see, almost all of us were, well, twenty,ilumé got to be seniors we were under age.

That was one thing they were very strict on, tleelabl. And drugs were not a problem.
Nobody ever thought about drugs in those days. Nmwhave to think, it's so universal.

RC:

RY:

So drugs wasn’t a prevalent issue at all?

No, not a, didn’t even, the word drug wasn't thbuof, | mean as far as campus was

concerned.

TOB: Did you maintain a relationship with Muskie afteruygraduated?

RY:

We didn’t correspond. We always, whenever weevedithe same place we always greeted



each other and exchanged pleasantries and so sodath. When he became governor and
the position as state historian became vacant,the’ene who appointed me state historian.
And in those days the state historian had lotegponsibilities because we had no historic
preservation commission, we had no state archivi&. had a museum; the only thing at the
museum was stuffed animals and live fish. Anddheasn’t anybody pushing for historic
preservation, either of records or of buildings aités, and so on and so forth. And when the
position became vacant, a Colby College profesadrideen serving for many years and he was
over age at that particular time. And Ed calledupeand said, would | be interested in being
appointed state historian. And by that time | Hadeloped a specialty in Maine history.

When | went to the University of Maine, | did nave a specialty in Maine history, | only had
four weeks in the eighth grade, and that doesratityjuyou as an expert. And Bates didn’t have
any Maine history, and Clark University certaingdhno Maine history. But of course | had
grown up in Maine and | had graduated from Batel$eGe, and when | did my doctoral
dissertation it turned out that the person whosegnaiphy | wrote was a native of Maine. He was
a native of Hallowell, Maine at a time when Halldlweas a very important cultural center. And
he went to Bowdoin College, he went to Andover Togal Seminary, and he became an
eminent Congregational preacher who was very muabived in the temperance movement and
the anti slavery movement, and the improvemeraila gnd prisons and things like that. And |
had come to Augusta to check some records, matefialbackground about Hallowell. But |
had no preparation.

And | was hired at University of Maine as a, ifliffato teach international relations, the Far
East, and American History. Well, thankfully, thettime | got there, they had found a person
whose major was Far East and Japanese and Chisesy,hand | was relieved of that and |
picked up three divisions of American history. Buat very first year the chairman of the
department, which was, like at Bates, a combinstbhy and government department, he called
me in one day and said he had a job for me. Anldeme, you're going to be... | want you to
be the advisor to the graduate students, Mastedidates, who were mostly school teachers and
were coming to the University of Maine in the sumitime each year to get credits for a masters
degree, and they had to write a thesis. And esiaigle one of them was writing something in
Maine history. And he said, | want you to be thgisor to these students, and | want you to
help them in their research and so on and so féktid | objected very strenuously, | said I'm

not an expert, | only had four weeks. He said] wal grew up in Maine, you graduated from
Bates College and so on and so forth, and nobagyielAmerican history, there were five of us,
nobody else remotely resembles you as far as yee ¢@nnection with Maine as | said. So |,
under duress, | agreed to do it, and as | saidexpently it was the best decision | ever made in
my life, but I didn't make it, it was forced on m&ut | started to read on the various topics and
they were writing about things, the Cumberland-@afecanal which ran from Sebago Lake to
Portland. | didn't even know there was a Cumbet@xford canal at that time.

TOB: |didn't either.
RY: And somebody else was doing the Belfast and Mueesd Lake Railroad, another person

was doing the history of Foxcroft Academy up in Bofoxcroft, somebody else was doing a
history on Maine Central Institute in Pittsfielédnd | did know a little bit about that because



Bates and Pittsfield, U... Maine Central Institbtsl a very close relationship. Harry Rowe, who
was the dean at Bates College, was the preside¢heddoard of trustees of Maine Central
Institute for years. But | started reading up aoan and so forth, and the more | read, the more
| liked what | was doing. And so the next year Dow" was the chairman of the department
and President Hauck approached me and asked maiiltl take the summer off and get paid as
if | taught a summer session, two courses, andldevke broad outline of a history of Maine
course.

TOB: What year was this?

RY: This was about 1947, 1947, which | did... And fladl | started a Maine history course.
Well, | can tell you now that | made a lot of migta because | had to depend on what was
written, you know, to get together a framework atehrned an awful lot. Well, | went from

that until I had developed a full fledged courgend | also developed a Maine history and travel
course in the summer time, a three week coursehwhént from Kittery to Fort Kent, and we
went by Maine Central Bus and then by Bangor armbstook bus. And | got to be a, really an
authority on Maine history. In fact, they call ide. Maine hist- ...

End of Sde One
Sde Two

RC: What year did you go into the service?
RY: | went into the service in 1942.
RC: And were you drafted or did you ...?

RY: No, I joined the Navy. | would have been draftédhad a low number. | got deferred so |
could finish graduate school and got my Ph.D. id11®ut unfortunately my dad had passed
away in 1938 and he had, he was not a well manwaseone of the first people in the state of
Maine to be diagnosed and treated with insulirdiabetes, came out as the flu epidemic. All of
us in our family had severe cases of the flu in9181°'18, whatever it was. | just remember that
the beds that were set up in the living room. Asdan aftermath of that, he developed diabetes,
at least that's the way they figured it. He wae ohthe first people to be treated with insulin
and he, that was at that time, he died in 193& hBuas he came into the 1930s his health
deteriorated and the doctors recommended thattheuggioors as much as possible and so on
and so forth.

And because we had a big barn and because we tikg] teere were always cattle around
because he was, they were for meat. | mean, heditld. And he purchased a milk route and
we had, in town, we were in town, but we had a lérabout twenty cattle, and we had hired
men after dad died in ‘38. | had to leave gradsateol for part of ‘38, ‘39 to come home and
run things, but then | went back to graduate schié¢ got a cousin of mine to be the chief

! Edward F. Dow (Professor of History and Governmeimiversity of Maine, Orono, 1920's-1969).



person in charge, but he got drafted and becausasi@'t a son or something like that, he had to
go in the service. They said they would let meehavleferment, at least for awhile, and so when
| got out of graduate, when | got my Ph.D., insteatkaching | came home and ran the
operation until into 1942. | had no intention tfysng with it forever, but after all my mother

was a widow and she didn’t have, she hadn’t tasghool for so many years, so | did that. But |
realized that | wasn’t going to do that, that wagiwing to be my life work. And we had an
opportunity to sell out and we sold out and | wietd the Navy on the second of December,
1942.

And | went to Great Lakes and | was in ship’s, kw@nor man of my company and | had my
choice of service schools and | thought I'd likeboa clerk. | had applied, | applied for a direct
commission, but they were very strict at that tebeut height and | was under height, five feet
three. | asked for a waiver, they didn’t giveathe. But | had made a job for myself at Great
Lakes and | became a ship’s company there, andrizeaaworked up to be a yeoman second
class. But we went to sea in the latter part @41@nd | joined the crew of the U.S.S. Morrison
DD560 in San Francisco in late 1944. It had besmabed in the Battle of the Philippine Sea
and it was back in San Francisco for repairs anohsoWell, | went aboard and we left then to
join the fleet, we joined the fleet and we gotfie forward areas in time to participate in the
Okinawa campaign. Is that what you asked, thakiatwou asked me, right?

TOB: Right.

RY: Yes, and we, you know, the destroyers are slgékihstruments; they go I think, they go
like this and like this, but they were fast andiveel the very latest in equipment as far as radar
detection was concerned. We were called a fighitector ship and we were intended for picket
duty, but during the early stages of the invasib@kinawa, we... By the daytime we bombarded
the beach with our five inch guns to help the top shore, and at night we retired for what
they called night cruising. And actually we form#éuke destroyers, a whole group of them,
would form a picket line around the battle wagond the aircraft carriers and we’d cruise back
and forth the night long, then go back, the daydng® back to bombing. But because we were
really supposed to be a fighter director ship, veeayafter the initial attack on Okinawa, we
were detached for picket duty. What that meanttivason the East China Sea, from Okinawa
up to Japan to the south island of Kyushu, theydesignated spots which were picket stations.

The job of the ships that were on those picketmstatwas to pick up the Japanese planes coming
down to bomb Okinawa, you know. The Japanese fdightigers on Okinawa, well, they did
everywhere. But anyway, we were out there dodgargikaze planes for about three weeks.
And on the fourth of May, early in the morning amduwelve thirty or one o’clock, we got

orders to proceed to radar picket station number which had been the hottest spot because it
was the closest one to Kyushu. And we got thery ea and we were sunk at seven o’clock in
the morning. The Japanese sent out about eigahepland many of them were kamikaze
planes. They were old planes loaded with bombsseliob was to crash on any American ship
they could find. And | say, we’'d been dodging #n&amikazes for all the time we were on
picket duty. But at this time in the morning, garl the morning, about eighty planes came over
our position. And the captain was steering the $tom, visually, he was right out in front of

the pilot house, the bridge and | was his talkeras$ his talker. | was a privileged yeoman on



the ship because I, my background, | had becomidemtial yeoman so | had access to all of
the documents, top secret documents that camedatieaship. And | knew the plans to invade
south Japan and the estimated casualties andaadoso forth, and the figures weren’t good.
Well, here were these eighty planes and we were thdront of the bridge, he was steering
from the front of the bridge, giving the ordersnddwhen he would say hard right or hard left or
stop firing gun two or something like that, | woulklay all the messages to all the stations on
board the ship. And we were out in front of thiglpe and | looked up and ...

TOB: Just by yelling or by, did you have a ...?

RY: | had a microphone, | had the intercom. He'dsayething and I'd repeat it. He'd say it
to me and then I'd repeat it to the ship. Welgdked out and right in front of us were planes
coming in like this, coming in from the port, cogim from the starboard. Now on a destroyer,
you can't, you couldn’t then, | don’t know if yoa now, | doubt it, but anyway, you could not
divide your fire. We had five five-inch guns am@y were all shooting at the same targets. And
the ones they were shooting at were the Japanasesthat were up above that were diving
down onto us. Well, the ones that hit us weretinese over here or here or here or up there, but
they came in aft and they were old WWI or post Wadnes loaded with bombs and they
crashed into the ship. The first one hit the bafcthe bridge and it wiped out the bridge and
everybody on the bridge ...

RC: A bomb or the plane itself?

RY: The plane, the plane, it was a suicide, theyist like these suicide bombers that may have
blown up the embassy, you know, in Nairobi, yes¥ell, that first one hits the back of the
bridge and | remember that | was here with theaiaptight in front of the bridge, over here was
the sighting for the 40mm gun which was down hargl over here was the sighting for the
40mm gun that was down there, down on the, littléolver deck. This guy over here literally
exploded in front of my eyes, | mean, just likesthirhe guy over here just crumpled, they were
both killed instantly; the captain and | were noiasched. But right after that first plane hit,
three other kamikazes crashed us, gun three, gurafw gun five were hit. And one of those
planes, | don’t know now which one it was, althoudiad to write this up afterwards. One of
those planes crashed into the powder magazine valtleseour ammunition was stored and blew
up the back end and the center portion of the s8ipthat whole two thirds of the ship was
bombed to smithereens. Well, the captain ordebat@on ship. About the only people that
heard it were the people in guns one and two dovithe forward part of the ship, and they were
the ones that got out. Well, he said, save youifsgbu can, and | remember asking the captain,
“Well, what are you going to do?” He said, “Wélm going over here.” And he went just a
little bit and started to get off there, and | sdell, I'm going off this way.” And | jumped
down onto the, from the, from where | was downh® 40mm gun and started climbing to get
out, wanting to get off the ship. Well the shipnied over so doggone fast, that | sat on the
bottom of the ship when it went under. And | haglkapok life jacket on and | swam away.
There was no suction, or very little suction.

TOB: Yeah, | was just going to ask you ...



RY: There was a pharmacist’s mate who survived, dréest down with the ship and he was
able to fight his way to the surface and survivBdt there were only about sixty of us that got
off the ship and I, some of those didn’t make knbw, because they were so badly wounded,
but that was out of a complement of about threedhethand forty. Well we, | got into the water
and when | got into the water, | was in the bottwfra wave and there wasn’t, and | couldn’t see
another person in that Pacific and | said, am lothlg survivor? But they were strung out over a
period, over an area and so on and so forth. \t¥eit,didn’t end our troubles because the
Japanese, the planes strafed us in the waterfoBubately for us, the black oil from the ship
came up and we got into the black oil because we wa#aid of the sharks. The sharks were,
tailed us day and night; because all the garbage exeer the fantail, they ate the garbage and so
on and so forth. They also ...

RC: They wouldn’t come near the oil?

RY: They came, they also ate human beings. We sdaganese submarine at the end of
March which was one of the biggest Japanese subesatiiey had; it was bigger than we were
as a matter of fact. We brought it up to the sigfaith depth charges, you know, they called the
ash cans, they dropped down and they explodedy Bitweight that ship up and then we finished
it off, we destroyed it with gunfire from our fivech guns. Well, there were a lot, quite a few
survivors that got off the ship. But, and we triedescue them, but they would not be rescued.
And | saw that crew, the survivors to the very st eaten by the sharks right in the water. The
sharks were everywhere. And so we’d had that éxpes behind us and so we got into the
black oil. And it was a pretty bad day becauseother destroyer, they were on the station,
station number one, there were two destroyersptiher destroyer was badly damaged and was
saved and was towed back eventually to Okinawardtvere two LSMRs, Landing Ship
Median Rocket Firing, one of them was sunk andother one was not damaged, and it hung
around and finally rescued us. But, they couldedicue us for hours because of the Japanese
planes still there. But after about five hourswere rescued.

TOB: So for five hours you sat in a slick of black oil.

RY: Swam in the black oil, yeah. But the thing thaed my life was that kapok life jacket and
for days | never took it off my back. And I didgjb, my billet, my bunk, was in the after
portion, that's where the crew was located, | nevent down there. | had, my little office as a
yeoman was directly under the bridge and | slegherdesk with that kapok on my back all the
time, day and night, day and night. Saved my iifegally did.

TOB: Now, you say the destroyers would form a wall adbtire aircraft carrier at night and go
back and forth. When the Japanese kamikazes attpalas the aircraft carrier there as well?

RY: Well, most of these attacks were daylight attaoksst of, on the, the fleet was pretty
doggone well protected. And, see, the radar piskgts were off over here and the fleet would
be retiring over here maybe on this side of thenid] we were on the other side. And they
would know, everybody would be ready for them, ®iutourse there were Japanese planes that
did get through. The Franklin was hit, badly ctgzh and some others. But it was relatively
safe, that is, it would be, it wouldn't be like #ilbse ships coming, all those planes coming after



a group of destroyers out on the picket duties.

TOB: Now, you managed to survive numerous other attaeksy did you survive the other
attacks and this one you got hit so badly, whagyaothink happened?

RY: 1didn’t hear, would you ...?

TOB: You survived the other, the previous, on pickeydtiie previous kamikaze attacks.
What do you think happenednintelligible phrase)?

RY: There was just too many of them, that was alier€ were too many of them. And we
were the very first target, we were the closest ohed, of course, we called in planes, our
planes to fight them and so on and so forth. Bugmwyou get eighty planes against four little
ships in a very exposed position, the odds areypbeid for you.

TOB: So day in and day out, you would be out theredosiging kamikazes all day?
RY: Yes.
TOB: The planes, the sky would just be filled with plafest raining ...

RY: Down, down, yeah. | saw one, | was on the fhotace when out of the blue came a
kamikaze and somehow or other the bridge was dlettdidn’t even have time to get to the
bridge, and it crashed right off our fantail but nmre than thirty feet away from where | was
standing.

TOB: Was it difficult to keep morale up during theseaekis?

RY: No, morale was high, morale was high. We wedetarmined group of people. It wasn’t
a picnic but survival, you know it’'s, well, survivaas what it was.

RC: Just surviving gives your moralenintelligible word).
RY: Survival, that's right, yeah, yeah.
TOB: And | suppose after an experience like that, yotevehipped back to the states?

RY: Yes, you were given a thirty day survivor’s leaviehe rescue ship brought us back to
Karamaretagounds like) which was the Naval anchorage off Okinawa. Weewmit on a ship
that was a kind of a receiving ship for survivof€mashes and things like that. Of course |
didn’t have any, the only thing | saved was whas wa my back and that wasn’'t any good. But,
and they gave us clean clothes and so on and tp f@aw issue, and it was days before you
could get that oil out of your system. And | saeebwel that | used, and I still have it, it's, lve
my wife washed it just a couple of weeks ago agésgot the black oil still on it. Because

you, getting it out of your hair was almost impbési Yeah, so ...



TOB: Is it hard to swim in oil? Do you just float?
RC: He had a life jacket on.

RY: | had a life jacket on, that’'s what, the lifejats what saved me, | wasn’'t that good a
swimmer. But | don’t think, I wouldn’t have madéar five hours if | hadn’t had that life jacket
on. | don't think, | doubt if any of us would haleeen, would have lasted. But you know, the
strange thing is, | don’t think the water was coRkople have asked me, | couldn’t remember.
And | think if it had been cold | would have knownhypothermia would have set in
somewhere along the line.

TOB: After five hours | think @nintelligible phrase).

RY: Yeah, that's right, that’s right.

RC: Do you think perhaps the oil kept you warm?

RY: Well, I don’t know, it could have.

RC: Because it would have insulated ...

(Speaking at once.)

RY: It kind of insulated us a little bit | supposesuppose, yup.

RC: | have a, earlier you were talking about back inry@ebating days in high school and
college, | don’'t remember specifically, you wergiag that in one debate you were talking
about how it was your personal opinion at the tiha the United States just simply not get
involved with the affairs of Germany and Asia andWl. Then you got your Ph.D. and you
enlisted. I'm curious, in graduate school, whairaed your mind about this?

RY: Well, as the crisis developed from, let's sesat 1939 that Hitler invaded Poland, that
was my second year at graduate school. And righyd became a strong advocate of all
possible aid to England and initially France, afise France fell and (I remember June 10,
1940, that was my birthday) and then England wislene. All possible aid, but not the first
American. But my mind began to change and | bégagree with Roosevelt that, well... Of
course he kept saying no American soldiers wilbgerseas again. But it began to be apparent
that if we didn’t want to live in a world that wdsminated by Hitler, we would have to come in
and do something about it. So | followed very elgghe steps that came as we moved towards
particular involvement, the destroyers firing oe therman submarines in the Atlantic, the Wolf
Packs and so on and so forth. But the thing gty changed everybody’s mind was Pearl
Harbor. When the Japanese attacked us, there tveagnmore question about it. We had been
attacked, we had to defend our country. But igmiédt sentiment was, the argument was still
pretty strong. Roosevelt had to go very slowlheil of course one of the theories was that he
actually provoked Pearl Harbor. | don't reallyrtkithat’s true, but certainly Pearl Harbor, bad
as it was, was the thing that united the countd/raally changed the course of the war



eventually.

RC: Didn’t Japan and the United States sign a treaydty before, or shortly before that,
before the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor?

RY: They were, the Japanese had two people, Namdrevilam was the other one? But they
were in Washington negotiating when Pearl Harbouoed. And it sounded as though, from
what we read in the newspaper, that there was &ormdeof an accord was going to be entered
into. But, boom, that was it.

TOB: Now, so you had your thirty day leave, survivogave.
RY: Yes, what happened then, yes.
TOB: And then you were back in the service?

RY: Yes, | came back to Maine, had my survivor’s eand by that time | had decided that |
had enough of the Pacific and maybe | would sé&afd any friends who could help me get a,
really get a commission or a different assignmemnd | contacted Dr. Blakesly who had been
the head of the department and he was with th&&stern Commission. And he said to me
right off the bat, “Well why didn’t you contact nbefore?” And | said, well, | was determined |
was going to join the Navy and work my way up, bsdid, that's not really the way it goes. |
said, I've heard there’s an office of naval histand they’re writing the history, and | think I'm
qualified to join that if | could get the right eahce. Well, he said, I'll be honest with you, he
said, Admiral Kalbfus who was the head of the ndwstiory is a personal friend of mine, I'll talk
to him, see if | can help you in any way. And amsly he did because after my leave was over,
| reported to Boston for reassignment. And inrtteantime | had, they’d given me all kinds of
tests and they had come to the conclusion thasIneébeing used as | should be used. But at
the same time they said, you've got a good assighrgeu’re going to go back to Great Lakes.
You're going to, they’re going to train you to warkthe program to release servicemen at the
end of the war. | didn’t realize the end of tha was that close. But anyway Dr. Blakesly and
Admiral Kalbfus, they changed my orders, | was@ssil to the Office of Naval History in
Washington, D.C. | got down there and immediategy said, well, you would qualify for a
lieutenancy senior grade, but if you take this, wallihave to agree to serve two years after the
war is over. And they were very confident that ¢éinel of the war... They knew a few things that
we didn’'t know. But anyway, they, | said, no, Bilay the way | am. And they immediately
promoted me to yeoman first class and gave mesgrasent which was just the same as if |
had a, were an officer.

And then the end of the war came and [, you'd er@sted in this. One of my very close
friends was a Dr. Russell Fifield. He'd gotten tegree at Clark the year after me, he was a
Bates College graduate also, and subsequentlygs@fef political science, a very successful
one at the University of Michigan, especially wsthutheast Asia. And he called me at, my wife
was in Maine at that particular time, and he catfexland said,” | think it would be great if we
could have an early supper.” Or, you know, whatéwas, and then be at the White House at
seven o’clock tonight. Now, there had been rummirspurse by this time the bomb had been



dropped. And there were rumors that peace wasngpand the Japanese were going to
surrender. And for two, three days there’'d beegeherowds in front of the White House in
Lafayette Square.

Well, they had proved to be false rumors and atse@vclock that night there were hardly a
handful of people in Lafayette Square, across fiteerWhite House. At seven o’clock Harry
Truman came out on the steps of the White Housenounce the end of the war. Before Harry
could get the words out of his mouth, | heard diaertelevision, radio, which, there was a radio
truck right there, but there were hardly any pedygeause it was seven o’clock and it was the
dinner hour and there’d been all these false rumbhgard over British broadcasting that the
end, the war was over. And Harry came out, hetsa@d/ery same thing. Well, within minutes,
almost seconds, that place became a raging saar@rity, servicemen, everybody, and for the
next two or three hours the crowd just surged lzackforth. Pennsylvania Avenue, F Street, G
Street. And as | said, I've never had so many peoffer me a drink in my life and I've never
been kissed by so many people that | didn’t knowvaas that night. Because | was wearing my
uniform, you know, and everybody was just hilarigusappy. That was quite an experience, |
never forgot it.

TOB: Wow. So then after the war was over ...

RY: | stayed on, yeah, | stayed on as, | stayed ifoum until the 25th of March, 1946 and in
1946 | became a civilian with a classification tgatve me the same pay that | would have if I'd
taken a commission and agreed to stay two yeagsauge | really wanted to teach, see, | didn’t
have a chance to teach ...

RC: Because you went in right after yaun(ntelligible phrase).

RY: Yeah, right after | got my Ph.D. And so thatisgy Dr. Dow, the chairman of the history
and government department, he, the University oh®lavas gearing up for the return of the
veterans. And they were hiring history professord people who had Ph.D.s were pretty
scarce, so | was a pretty good commodity. Andrember going up to Philadelphia, he came
down from Maine to Philadelphia and interviewedim®@hiladelphia. And | tried to get a
civilian suit but they didn’t have any small enodghme, so | had to wear my Navy uniform
anyway up for the interview. By that time, you kndhey were all making, the suits, they
weren’'t making a lot of suits and | had a devihdfme to finally get a suit that would fit me. At
that time | took thirty seven short and... Butgred up, | stayed there until the end of August
and then | came right up to Orono. And Orono waguite ready for us because they had, they
were moving what had been barracks buildings dreacampus to provide student housing and
faculty housing. And so classes didn’'t open Uat#é in October sometime instead of
September, which was good for me because thatrgawe chance to write some American
history lectures that | had. Because all of myppration between the spring and September was
in international relations and the Far East, esfgdine Far East, and | hadn’t written a single
American history lecture. And when | got theredifid out | was going to be teaching four
sections of American history and one of internalaelations. In those days you taught three
courses and you taught five times a week, you kwbat | mean, five courses, five sections
three times a week, Monday, Wednesday, Friday,dayesThursday. Do they still have



Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday classes?
TOB: No, just Tuesday, Thursday. They’re a little longe

RY: We had Tuesday and Thursday, Tuesday, Thursa@ayrday, and we used to have 7:40s,
you don’t have that. What time do you ...?

TOB: Eight o’'clocks.

RY: Eight o’clocks. You see in those days, in my de&yhad compulsory chapel at twenty
minutes of nine. And we, our first class wouldabv&:40 to 8:40 and then we’d go to chapel and
then the classes would be on the hour, nine o’clé@ways like eight o’clock, 7:40s, get them
over with.

TOB: Sure, sure.
RY: Well, | went, yeah, what was | talking about?

TOB: All right, well, | want to, so you set up your té@ag in Orono, tell us how you became,
so tell us how you reestablished your relationstith Ed Muskie.

RC: Was it an out of the blue call for you to be Mastate historian, or ...?

RY: No, we had bumped into each other. He was alwagspleasant, of course not being a
member of the Democratic Party | didn’t rub elbomith him regularly with him like you might
have. But we always, whenever we were in the galame we would stop short, stop and talk
and so on and so forth. It's, how did you ask thagstion? How did | reestablish ...?

TOB: Yeah, your relationship with Muskie.

RY: Well, when he ran, first ran for governor in 19684 and Frank came to the University and
| went to hear them speak and | knew | would beresped, | was. And so we saw each other
socially, | mean, that is, when we’d be at a, magtr@e kind of a meeting that we would
exchange pleasantries, but I... And | congratuldtedand so on and so forth on his victories, |
wished him well in 1954. 1, as | told you, | was@minal Republican. My first father-in-law
was a very staunch Republican; he'd been in thel&gre, house of representatives, senator,
governor’'s council and so on, but he had beendrsémate when Ed Muskie was in the
legislature.

TOB: What's his name?

RY: His name was John Blanchard from Wilton. AnduMas a, well, he was a staunch
Republican, there’s no doubt about that. But hegs felt that Ed Muskie was a very

promising young man, because he was in the housa dthn was either in the senate or on the
governor’s council. And | heard him say more tbage, it's a pity that Ed Muskie isn’t a
Republican, because he could go far if he werepauBRean. This is when we were a one party



state, you see. Well, of course, as | rememied served a couple of years in the house and
then he got married and he had to earn a livinghendent back to practicing law in Waterville.
At, |, one of the place... times | remember hire/lit was that very year, let's see now it was, it
was in the 1950s, I've forgotten just which yeawits, but | used to be a counselor at Boy’s
State, have you ever heard of Boy’s State?

TOB: | wentto Boy’s State.
RY: You went to Boy’s State.
TOB: In Massachusetts, though.

RY: In Massachusetts. Well, | was a counselor, Gérady, have you heard that name?
Gerald Grady from University of Massachusettshirik he’s still active. He was hired as a
political professor at Orono and he was a very gaedd of mine, very fine colleague, [| am]
very fond of Jerry. And he was a very ardent Damip@nd subsequently he ran for the senate
on the Democratic ticket in the state of Maine. IMJerry was for several years the head of
Boy’s State, he ran it and | was one along with¢dn@ld get a lot of his friends to be counselors
and so on. And | remember, | don’t remember jusitivyear it was, whether it was ‘54 after
the, in ‘54 or not, but it was the year that Paulldm, have you heard that name?

TOB: Professor at Colby?

RY: Professor at Colby had passed away that dayyématday. And Ed came to Boy’s State

to be the principal speaker in the graduation @sescor whatever, the final big ceremony,
whatever it was. And Ed came and he was very, upsgt about the death of Paul Fullam
because Paul Fullam, well see, he ran for the semat he was one of the key people who
helped the Demaocratic renaissance. And Ed was very up tight. Ed could be emotional at
times, you know about that incident in Manchestet so on and so forth. Well, he, | stayed
outside with him and we talked a great deal beli@enade his speech. But he was so upset that
he really couldn’t go in and sit through the fipstrt of the program until it was time for him to
speak. He waited until it was time for him to dpeaen he went in and gave a wonderful
address to those young people and paid nice tribuRaul Fullam and so on.

| would bump into him in situations like that. Ah&now | wrote letters of congratulation and
repeated some of what I've said to you that we baiththe same political professor, Pa Gould.
And that what he was doing was the kind of thireg fha Gould was urging young people to do,
to get involved and to push the two party syst&u, and, let's see, what else. Well, | can’t
think right now.

RC: Well, | have a question.
RY: You have a question, yeah.

RC: Despite the fact that you were a liberal Republigad you've gotten to the point now
where you almost wish you weren'’t a registered Répan. But back in that time | imagine you



were a, you were readily a Republican, howeverdbgou were. Muskie was an ardent
Democrat. One of the things that we come in, ierimew a lot of Democrats at that time and
they were just in complete agreement with everglna said. I'm curious, what were some of
the things that you disagreed with that Muskie espnted?

RY: Oh boy, | don't think, let's see, | agreed witimhon his support for education, both
elementary and secondary, and higher educatiotinGé¢he tax burden off the property tax and
onto a sales tax and an income tax. He took atefiially on getting an income tax. | agreed
with him that while we were doing well in the numjsthe percentage of our young people who
graduated from high school, we were doing terriblthe percentage who went on to college
and got a college degree; that there should be sugeort for the University of Maine in
particular; that the teachers colleges were tngiailmost all of the elementary school teachers,
that they deserved a lot better treatment thanwesg getting. If | had known how bad things
were with the teachers colleges as far as finanddlaxibility of management was concerned, if
| had really understood all of that, | probably eewould have accepted the job as dean at
Gorham in 1962. | agreed with him that we needdarbaden the tax base; that the property tax
was too much of a bad thing, that is, we reliedheavily on it; that, yes, our highways needed
to be improved because of course as you know veetiig state and so on and so forth and we
have lots of roads. But | also agreed with himrtigacoming from Wilton and he coming from
Rumford, that rivers like the Androscoggin and iennebec needed to be cleaned up. | do the
Androscoggin in the summer time and you won't bedig¢ was the stinking Androscoggin,

that's what we called it. Professor Lawrance, hafatie chemistry department, he monitored
the waters of it. And you know that they were adiridack in the summer time, in the middle of
the summer, and the stench was awful. Becauséwakiof all the paper mills from Berlin,

New Hampshire through Rumford, Jay, Livermore andlown to Lisbon Falls, well, Lewiston
and Auburn, the textile mills, and Lisbon Falls,nard, | mean not Rumford, Brunswick. Oh,

it was terrible. And the rivers were running ogemers, there was, the sewage wasn't treated, it
was dumped right into the river. The theory wasd the rushing water would purify things. Of
course it didn’t, there was so much of it. The tpercking plants dumped all of their waste
material, blood and all, into the rivers.

And of course, Ed living in Rumford and then in \&faille, he was in a good position to see that
firsthand on a long term basis. But in those deydl earlier we used to say the state of Maine
was run by Maine Central and Central Maine; thaamh¢he railroad, the transportation
industry, and the power industry. But by this timaen he was a governor and before he was
governor, the power companies and the textile raitid the paper mills were the big three as far
as influencing the legislation that was enacteflugusta. And he came out strongly for better
management of our rivers and for in fact a cleanfupe environment, and initially he didn’t get
very far. And then he also kept pushing, andwlas a good thing because since A1816 and
froze to death”, one of the annual phenomena irstéie was people, young people particularly,
leaving the state of Maine for the greener pasteleswvhere. And in fact it got to the point
where in the twentieth century our most importatagt was young people; they left the state
because the opportunities did not exist here, akkpt pushing economic development. And
as | recall, I don’t remember what the names wex, iut he reorganized the development
process in Augusta to promote more, better jobsenubs, better paying jobs for state people.
And | couldn’t disagree with that. In fact, | apptled him very strongly, after his reelection, |



applauded him very strongly. | knew Bob Haskelbwias the chairman, or was the president
of the senate, he was a staunch Republican artgitgor Hydro Electric mogul in Bangor. He
and Ed Muskie really got along quite well. Becalsehad a tough row to hoe, | mean, he won
a personal victory but the Democrats were a feilflieence in the legislature in both of his
terms. And the only way he got anything done veadly by effecting a compromise with Bob
Haskell and the other Republicans. But he pushed #hose things. Another thing that |
agreed with very strongly, you'll be, | think yoltle interested in this; in the second term he, |
think he had, he knew what | was doing as far ampting interest in Maine history ...

RC: Actually, you know what?Don’t let it cut him off.
RY: Is it the end?
TOB: Yeah.

End of Interview.
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