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Imy campaign tour.
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REMARXS OF TIE HONORABLYL EDMUND S. MUSKIE
EXOCRATIC NOMINEE FOR THE VICE PRESIDENCY OF THE UNITED STATES
“ AT A _ .
PUALIC nnczp;r:goza, TOWN HOUSL HOTEL
RANSAS CITZ, KANSAS.

Town House Hotel

Kansas City, Kanszas
Priday, September 20, 1968
8:15 p.m. (CDT)

Today has been a busy day, probably the busiest of

It has been a great day in Kansas today. It didn't
scen 8o when we arvived at 2:00 o'clock this morning in Topcka
fronm Salt Lake City, and the night was a very quick one. We
began thisz morning in Topeka and have been busy all day long,
rmeeting Kansans.

There is a heartwarming thing about the whole expor-
ience, that you have been 80 good »n to rermenmber ny first viszit
to Kensas in 1954, 9That was a time when both our States were
noted for theixr PRepublicanisn, and I quess they haven't exactly
shed that reputation since. So to have you remember me so
i warnly, as your next Congressman George has, and as you have,
everyone of you, makes me feal very puch at home,

The historians tell us that there was a considerable
nigraticn from ilew England and from Maihe to Kansas,-and I can
| well balicve it. BPBecause you have the sanz qualities of warnmtl

Iand hospitality and diroctness that my own hainiacs in Haine
have.

(Langhter) 3l <

You know, we refer to ocurselves in two different wayd
Ve are either "Mainiacs” or "State of ilainers,” and you micght
like to know the diffcrence., Soumeone who was born in Maine
and ptill lives theye is a "State of Mainer.” Someone who was
boxn there and lefit Maine is obviously -- ‘
1
{Applause)

I think you have the same approach to problems and t#
life that we do «- conservative in a sense but not in the
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Btolifying sense -- progressive, interecsted in other people,

interested in change, constructive progressive change. Well,

that is the way we like it in Maine and apparently that is
e way you like it in Kansas.

When I came here in 1954 -~ I came to speak, I think,

this very hotel, it was new then -- at a fund raising dinney

for Geoxge Docking, who was thean running for CGovernor.

(Applause)
, George didn't make it that year but he tried again
two years later and did make it. And for the next four years,
he was one of our great Governors here in Kansas, respected
hot only among you, his people, but also across the land and
ertainly in that northeast corner of Maine wvhere I remembered
in with such respect and warmth.

Now to have had breakfast with his son in the Coverndr's

dansion in the State Capitol was for me a marvelous experience,
2ven though it made me feel old -~ :

(Laughter)

to have the son of a colleaque who was Covernor with
e as Covernor in his own right. I am sure that you are going
o give hin the same thing his fathexr received, a second term.

(Applause)

In those days, I traveled around the country as sort
bf a prize exhibit. You remenber that we had an early election
in Maine in 1954, and we had it again in '56 and '58, and dis~
ontinued it in 1960. So whatever we did in Maine, in those
Parly elections, was sonchow regarded as an indication of what
the country would do in Movenber.

Well, that forrrula never rcally vorked until 1954,
1956, and 1958. Then we changed it.

(Applause)

I am not so sure it was a constructive change, I woul
like to be still pointing the way for the rest of the country.

But as a result of those elections, and those early

lections, I had occasion to travel around the country a great

deal. And my stop in Kansas was one of many, many from ccast
o coast. I always enjoyed it.

a
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I think I covered in the course of 14 years some 46 |
tates, before I was ever a national candidate. But I must sa
t was nmuch different than traveling and soliciting votes “in
own behalf, as I am doing this year. I had sore nisgivings
out it. . I felt that so far as grass roots America was con-
erned, I was an unknown, and I still feel that way about it.

I make many friends across the country in the leadex+’
hip of the Democratic Party, among the workers, in the Demo-
ratic Pa:ty, and among people who have been interested in the |-
egislative £ields which I have been privileged to work and
rite legislation. But o far as grass roots America: is concerijed
t takes a considerxable impact to become known, and to txy to
o it in a quiet, ratiocmal way in a relatively short time is
uite & chore.

There is a way to get hecadlines that we zll know, th¢
George Yallace way, where you don't care what you say, as long
as it stirs people up.

Now, X could f£ind those things to say if I thought if
as the responsible, raticnal, useful, meaningful way to say
them, but we face serious problems, in our country. Ve are golng
to deal with them effectively, only in a serious way. Serious
problems that can't be solved in a cheap way or in a tough way}
Problems that can be solved only by an enlightened, intelligen
people, confident in each other, and willing to apply themselwv
and their wisdom, their experience, the experiences of 180 yeals
of Freedom, to do this work.

Ty

| 1.

T4
0

Unfortunately, some of these issues have a high crmo-~
tional content -- Vietnam, so-called law and order issue.

And it is suggested somehow that Democrats are prone
to crying, prone to war, by people who apparently inelection
years, at least, fail to recognize that manifestations of this
kind of human weaknesses and shortcomings come out of much
deeper causes, resting in the dissatisfaction of people with
life as they find it, with restlessness of pecople in the face
of hopelessness, and lives which appear =to offer no hOpe for
improvenent.

It is deprivation, hopelessness, lack'of inproverment],
that cause people to rebel against things as they are.

There are those, unfortunately, who will exploit thefr
dlgsatisfaction and unhappiness. It is out of this sort of thiing
that wars are created, that ideologies designed to exploit
people who are backward, unnourished, and oppressed. It is ou
of these things that a society like ours, with a great nationa
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severy day since the campaign started.

4
sealth, £inds themselves confronted with the restlessnesns of
e deprived and the disadvantaged. And that is what it is
11 about in this election year. :

I have talked about these points, all day 1onq and

Thexe is something else I would 1like to talk to you
out tonight, because I think we have got to focus on the choicgs
that are available to the American people in this election cam-
aign. ' In discussing this, I am speaking not only to you, but
to those people in our own Party who would have liked another
candidate, or to those people in any other Party, who might havg
liked another candidate, than those who are available.

V one thing we ought to focus cn, above all else, is
that one of two men is going to be President as the result of
the election on loverber 5 -- My. Humphrey or Mr. Nixon.

A vote cast for anyone else, for George Wallace, or
anyone else, can have only a negative protest effect. It cannog
have a positive impact upon the selection of the next President
of the United States,

(Applause)

Now, everyvhere 1 go in this country, I sm told that
George ¥Yallace is having an appeal in the ranks of ..labor, thos¢
who by and large supported the Democratic Party over the years.

1 can understand why he has that appeal. He has that
appeal because he gives them an opportunity to protest, protest
against demonstraticns and riots and the apparent rise in law-
lessness in this country.

Well, putting aside for a moment the question of what
are the causes of these evidences of unrest, it is incredible
to me that anyone who works for a wage, even though that on an
annual basis is now a pretty goocd income, would support George
Vallace. '

George Wallace's entire rccord in public life as Governo:
has run counter to everything that labor has been for in the
last 25 yearas that I have been interested in public life.

(2pplause)

I speak not only of those objectives which have to do
with the richts of labor themselvzs, the right to collective
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arbaining, organizing unions, and to protect our own 1nteré§£s
all of the devices that you have developed over the ycars

2 lthat you fought, but the right to advance your;own interests.
ut I am speaking also of the broader interests of labor, the .
3 |brxoader intexests of labor and all of the social legislation ~-
:) d to education, medicare, hecalth programs, cconomic improve-
A 4 ment prograns, minimum wage -- all of these programs that labor
~ jlhas fought for and that I have discussed with labor in the
S lllegislative sessions in our State Tapitol and on Capitol Hill,
- : over and over again over the yecars. A2All of these things, Geozqf
6 lvallace is against. = :
7 (Applause)
8 The interesting thing is that he says he is against
them, but if you will look at what the State of Alabama receivep
9 llerom the Federal Government, by wvay of federal grants, you will
£find Ceorge Wallace's state third from the top in the States
10 {l that rely on this Government in Washington which he spends
every roment 0f every day abusing, which he spends every moment
1 flof every day assuring Arericans that if he becomes President,
he will return all these responsibilities to the State. He is
12 against the big hand of the Federal Government, but he is all
- for putting out his hand for thegse grants --
E Applause
: i (App] ) '
i _ -~ In oxder to make his administration as Governor
: 15 ‘
good.
16 That is a'typical trait of governors I suppose.
17 {Laughter)
18 ~=- To use the fedexral handouts to make themselves
19 loock good. And Ceorge Wallace isn't irmune from that disease.
20 Well, Richard Nixon says that the wvay to deal with
George Wallace is to ignore him. And so he won't debate hiwm.
21 It nay be that they couldn't find enough points of differxrence
to discuss; I don't know.
f::j : 22 (Laughter and applause)
| 23 Y an sure that isn't the reason, but a fellow is

- entitled to speculate if Mr. Nixon doesn't make himself clear.

At least X £ind that such speculation is carried on

25 || about what X say, until I make myself clear, and even then
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the speculation goes on.

Viell, now, what about Mr. Nixon? HNere is the most
reluctant candidate for the presidency, in terms of his willing
ness to talk to the people about our problems and his willing-
ness to test his ideas arainst sharp questioning and disagree-~
rent. .

Here is a man who has a built-in reputation, "or
supposcd reputation as a skillful debator, as a skillful small-
town lawyer who has moved to the big town and made good, aa a
man vho is quick on his feet to make extemporaneous specches,
and yect apparently he has decided that he is going to expose
hirself as little as possible in this campaign. Apparently he
has decided that he is so far ahead that he doesn't have to
condescend to test his ideas, that he doesn't need to take
the risks of rocking the boat, or of once again getting an
attack of that o0ld Nixon disease ~- foot in mouth.

{rpplause)

You know, he condescended the other day to tell the
press that he would have a news conference about once in cvery
eight or nine days. WVell, I get rnore questions in one morning
nevs conference then he does in eight days.

(Applause)

He has refused to go: on any of these national “Meet
the Press” type programs, and hasn't been on one gince 1966,
Has that occurred to you?

" And thexe is sorme question as to whether or not he
is willing to debate the Vice Presicdent once, let alone enough
tire to subject hirself to the same risks he incurred in 1960.

I can understand he is playing safe and he knows tha{
when he gets under pressure he has a tendency to panic and
make mistakes. I am told this is how he happened to get so
close to Strom Thurmond.

(Applause)

I can understand that when he was confused at the
tirme of the Republican Convention. After all, one poll said
on one ‘day he was ahead, another poll said the.next day he was
behind, and the third day the polls said they were saying the
same thing, The nmust have becen followiny his style.
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Mr. Nixon is saying just enough to perhaps give us ;
opening. One of the things he has been saying in criticizing
e Vice President is that if the Vice President is elected,
will have four more years of what we have had in the last

Now, that isn't so bad when you leook at what has

lappened to the economy, what we have donec about all of the

cnestic problems which plague us, and still plague us despite
the grecat efforts we have made to deal with them. But the
inportant point is that he has laid down the principle that a
who has been Vice President in one adnministration will

inevitably produce in his own administration as President the

ame results,

i

fron 1952 to 1960. X can remember his saying over and over agaj
I run four square on the record of the last eight years.”

Ncbody ever asked him, °In what ways do you disagree
ith President Eilsesnhower.” Nobody ever asked him to prove
that he was his own man. Hobody ever challenged him to spell
Lut the differences between policies he would support and those
ihich he supported as Vice President. Nobody yet has challenge

5im. -

A Voice: What record? He had none.

(Applausc)

Senator Fuskie: Well, let us look at just a little
bilece of that record.

(Laughter)
Otherwiece, you will take away my speech.
(Applause and léughter)

From 1952 to 1960, we had three recessions. I think
rou remembaer we have almost forgotten in the last eight yeaxs
i/hat & recession is, But they had three. And in the process,
e lost national production to the tune of 175 billion collars.

Now, that is a lot of money. But what did it mean,
that loss?

- It neant that Amerxrican citizens vere less able to
inprove their own lives, their own standard of living, than

Ndw. Mr. Nixon was Vice President in an adminigstration
in,
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bducation of their children, and for their old age, and for -

4

ey would have been but for those three Republican recessions.
It reans that théy were less able to provide for the

ha rxisks of old age, and of adversity, because of those three
epublican recessions,

It peant that America was less able to deal with the

L]

And what was the record in that respect?

Richard Nixon, in this campaign, has said that he is
or cconomic development.

VWell, now, I was a Membexr of Congress during part of
at period, and we tried to inact legislation to stimulate
e economy in the Arca Redeveloprent Bill. And wvhat happened
o those? In the MNixon years, from 1952 to 1960, Congress
pbassed them twice in 1958 and in 1960, and in each case they
rere vetocad.,

Mr. Nixon has never repudiated those vetoes, has neveg
ndicated that he disagreed with the President's decision to
reto those two bills.

He says he is for a cleaner environrment. Well, since
‘e have made it popular to be for that sort of thing in the
ast five years, I guess everybedy is for polution control
egislation.

But Mr. Nixon's President vetoed a bill in 1960, to
aise federal conmitments for sewage construction grants from
0 nillion dollars to 90 nillicn dollars a yecar. That legis-
ation was vetoed,

)

Mr. Rixon did not protest it. He has never repudiateh
hat veto. '

¥r. Nixon says he is for decent housing for every
\merican. But in 1959, my first yecar in the Senate -~ and I
vas a Hember of the Banking and Curxency Cormittee and the

atoed two omnibus housing bills designed to expand the federxal
omnmitnent to provide better homes for all Americans.

{(Applause)
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He did not repuvdiate that veto then and he has not
isassociated himself with it since that time.

lle says he is for quality education for every America;
child. Well, that great crusade in 1952 promised Federal Aid
to Education, and for eight years we tried in the Congress to
pass a bill, We did it by one vote in the Senate once, missed
by a greater margin in the liouse, and that Administration didn't
turn a hand to help us get the votes tp get that legislation
through the Congress and on the desk of the President.

=

And, if you will, recall the stories of that time,
how the President moved from one side and then to the other,
in that wishy-washy fashion, on this business of Federal Aid to
Education., HNMr. Nixon never disassociated himself with that
failure to act. . .

-

Well, he never makes the same mistake twice if he can
help it. He is prone to the first one, we will have to agree,
but he never makes it the second time if he can avoid it.

But vhy lis Party gives hinm a second time alvays,
frankly, X don't understand. But let us take hin at his word
that a former Vice President, who sceks the office of the
presidency rust be held accountable for the policies which he
supported as Vice President.

(Applause)

I happen to think that is a ridiculous argument., But
using it as a MNixon arqument, if 1952 to 1960 is projected over
the next four years, three million people now working will be
unexployed at the end of four years. !

(Applause)

Using the Nixon argument and projecting that same
periocd to the next four years, there will be an ecoronic slow-
down which will result in the loss of 30 to 40 billion dollars
in Pedexal Funds for the support of essential governmental
services, including education, health, medicare, and all of thq
rest that have so much to do with social conditions, leading

to crime, unrest, and disorder and instability of this country.

A}
i

. That is what the Nixon supported policies of '52 to
160 :could mean for the next four yecars, if you accept Mr.lixonis
own argument about his accountability as President for the
policies which he supported as Vice President.

(Applause)
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I think that kind of political argurment is ridiculous
ven though it makes Mr. Nixon look bad. Because I think there|
e other things that make him look bad. But, nevertheless,
t is the going thing.

'~ Pake this business of lav and order. Now, somchow
e Democrats erecbeing put on the defensive and asked to beliew
hat ve 1nvented crine.

11

- Wiell, what could be more ridi¢ulous? I mean what doep
t prove to know, for example, that there are more muxrders per
pulation in Ceorge Wallace's Alabama than in any other state?

(Applause)

that does it prove to know that 13 of the 15 States
ith higher than average crime rates have Republican Governors?

-

{Applause)

What does it prove to know that 22 of the 24 States
7ith the lowest crime rates have Denocratic Covernors?

11

12
(Cheexrs and applausec)
13

What does it prove to know that Maine has the fifth
owest crime rate and that Maxyland leads the Nation in violent
rire? .

14

15
(Cheers and applause)
16

So if you want to believe the opposition, believe
nly this part of their argument that when you can make this
ind of connection, somehow you prove that the other Party is
rone to crime,

17
18

19 But you and I know better. You and I know that crim

as nothing to do with Party. Crime has to do with the relati
ships of people in a soclety in which not all of its members

as yet have an equal chance to improve their lives, and who

3 a result in too many cases have no hope for improvement, who
s a yesult in too many cases live in intolerable conditions,
who in too many cases see no hope for improvement for their
hildren, who in too many cases have decided that because there
is no chance they arc going to do something about it themselves.

20
21
22
23

24 You know, 50 percent of the crimes against property

in this country are cennmitted by youngsters under the age of

?5 1118, liow, what docs that prove?
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That proves that kids from broken homes -- and these
can be in ghettos or in suburbs ~-- that kids in deprived cir-
cumstances, in impossible environmental congitions, without
proper parental guidance, without the: proper influences, witho&t
the proper educational institutions, are slowly slipping into
the wrong paths to the future, tempted by crime, tempted by
anyway they can to get the material things which they sece othe‘s
enjoy without difficulty.

\ (Applause)

This is the sort of thing that leads to unrest. This
is the sort of thing that leads to crime. Ané remember, that
the responsibility for law and oxder, and the enforcement of
riminal statutes yrests in the 1oca1 and state governments and
ot in Washington.

(Cheers and applause)

An enornously high percentage of crime is committed
y repeaters and many of the repeateors are youngsters who at
the time of their second crime are still under the agqe of 18.
Well, what does this say?

This says that in our correctional institutions, we
re not doing a proper job of rchabilitating these people lito
seful places in society, when 50 percent of them upon release
ormmit crime again. And these correctional institutions are
ot run by Washington. They are run by the States. All 50 of
ther, across the countxy. And we haven't done what we need to
o to build penitentiaries and correctional institutions which
ill correct these young pecple, direct them into constructive
seful lives.

This is one of the sources of crime and it is a souxﬁe
that i{s as old as this century, at least, and it goes back to

e beginning of the Republic poricd., It wasn't invented in
e last eight years, nor was it invented from 1952 to 1960.
think the sooner we get down to talking common sense about
rire, the more quickly are we going to coma to grips with it,

(Applause) .

For those who think by the simple act of electing
eorge Wallace as President you are on the next day going to
ve peace and stability and order in this society --

(Ko, No.)

-~ George VWallace, if he were to pursue the policies
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hich reflect his philosophy as announced in every State of this|
ountry, day by day, over the telephonc networks of this couatry|,
rould produce an ggqravation of the basic causes of crime.

| (Applause)

Because he would neglect these social causes -- he
oesn’t think they are irportant, he doesn't think they. are
elevant. He thinks the way to buy security is to build a wall
etveen various segments of our society. Those of us who have
te in the old world know what happens when you build wvalls
etween one segment of the cormmunity and another. You produce
insecurity for the people on both sides,

(Applause)

There i3 only one way to build safety and security in
a free society, and that is to knock down walls, to knock down
the barriers of discrimination, and disadvantage, and hatred
and hopelessness.

(2Applause)

And that is a lesson that George Wallacs has never
learned and he will never lcarn as long as he lives, if he
14 really mcans what he is saying to the Amerxican people this year.

15 (Applause)

Ris is an approach, with the social unrest of our tingds,
that must be hit and hit hard so that it is forever dismisscd
from American public life.

16

17

18 (Applause)

Thoras Jefferson once said that when we begin to pile
people upon one another as in LCurope, we will begin to eat one
another.

19

20

The ¥allace syndrone is a manifestation of the inclins

21
ation to eat one another.

22 Well, it has been a long day, and I don't want to

23 conduct a Senate filibuster here tonight,

24 (Lauvghter)

I really don't usually talk this long at one tire,

&3 it only scems that way.
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But these are serious things and Y do get deeply con-
erned about them fron time to time. I hope that you will
vatch thls campaign carefully. Listen carefully to what these
andidates say. Don't take my word for them. Candidates do
end to exaggerate -~ I don't intend to, but they do tend to.
ut I am deeply and quietly and sincerely concerned about the
rend of things that are being stimulated and that are gaining
trength in this country, the country-which was so diffexent
the days of ny boyhood and the younger days of so many of
ou 1n this room.

! I think we do have to revitalize old values and old
morality, which to me means a society in which all of us learn
o work and live together in harrony and in peace and understand-
ng, notwithstanding those weakneusses and shortcomings vhich
ause us from time to time to hurt one another.

That is a part of it, too. Even within a family, its
ers from tims to time hurt one another, EBut that is not
to say that the lesson of love, of parents for children and
children for parents, is still not a valid human sentirent.

The same is true in our cormunities, in our society,
and in our country. So let's practice that lesson in this
election campaign,

(Applause)
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