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Thank you vexry much, Mrx. Chairman, and ladies and.

First of all, I'vould like to express the appreciatiq?
that Mrs., Muskie and I feel for your wvarm welcome this afternoom

This is the first time we have ever campaigned for

1 appreciate the attendance of these young ladies in
he background, who I understand were bussed here from another.

I would like to tell féu folks down here a Maine story
at sort of typifies ny fellow citizens in Maine.

19 [to get to Portland.

{Laughter)

(Applause)'

otes outaide Maine and to be welcomed so warmly by new friend
50 far from home is a wonderful feeling indeed.

An oant-of-stater crossed into Maine over the New HanpH-
hire bordexr and within a few hundred yards came to an intexr-.
section with two roads pointing north., And each road had a
ign pointing to Portland. :

-

i The out-of-stater was puzzled as to wvhich road to taki

So he stopped his car and asked a native,

"Does it make any differonce which rocad I take to get to Portland

Well, that story is supposed to indicate something
pbout my fellow Mainiacs. But it really isn't fair to them,
ecause we have learned long ago in this country, and in ny

tate, that it '.does make a difference to each of us wvhat happehs
to the rest of us.
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And that is the principle recason I am so delighted
to be here today. . ]

We don't have many black Americars in Maine. I think
out of & million people, we may have as pany as four thousand.
And Maine is relatively peaceful State. VUWe have a few economic
problems from time to time, but other than that, and aside fron
the fact that at one time Democrats had a little problem gettin
ahead in the State, we lived together pretty well.

But we consider ourselves part of this great country
of ours, and we are disturbed, W¥e are disturbed by the fact
that people in other parts of the country are dissatisfied with
life as they find it, dissatisfied with the opportunities they
do not have, and are scarching for ways to improve their lives,}
“the lives of their children, and we can understand that in my
State.

Because with the economic problems that we have known
wve understand the basic urge of human beings everyvhere to f£ind
something better for themselves, but even more important, for
their children.

As we consider this sitvation throuvghout the courtry,
I think there are certain reactions to it that we have.

Pirst of all, we beliecve that thcre is opportunity
available in this country. There always has been. Secondly,
that it ien't available to everyone alike. It has been our %

objective in this country to create a society in wvhich everyon
has an equal chance, but I think we understand we have not yet
reached that point to the degree that we would like.

Ve belicve, thirdly, that people ought to have an
opportunity to éo something about this themselves, -

(Applause)

That they.ouqht to have the right to express their
views on it, that they ought to have an oppcrtunity to work
- effectively in inmproving theixr owvn lives.

\ (Applause)

So I see in this experiment, in this project here,
cOllege Station Center, so much of what is typically American.
Firast of all, it demonstrates -- and this is most important --
That people care about each other in this community.

~ (Applause)
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And you can't get anywhere unless you have that.
(Applause)

Secondly, it demonstrates that the people in this
compunity are willing to work themselves at improving, and you
can't get anywhere unless you have that kind of spirit in ary
| community.

(Applause)

tunity for the rest of us in other parts of the country to be
of assistance through federal programs that were created for
that purpose. I have learncd sbout the npplication you have
made for federal help, not do the whole job for you, but to
help you do the job of creating here in this Center mcaningful
agencies to help you with the problems of your pecple.

(Applause)

That is what this program was created to do, end X
have assured Sonny Valker and the others here that I will do
what I can to be of help when I get to Washington.

We have had to bird-dog some of these programs for
| our own people in our own state. VUe have developed some skill
lat doing that. We would be happy to do wvhat we can to use our
skills to help you. "

fhis is a project which in my judgrment is in the gre
Arerican tradition. We have got a great deal to do before we
make this country truly a place for every menber of it, where

fevery citizen has an equal chance to improve his life.

(Applause)

2s far as I am concerned, this is the principle
| objective of my whole carcer in public life and we are not gol
to end it herxe. . -
{(Applzuse)-
¥Yie are going to go on from here.

{Applause)

$0' to these youngsters I sce around here, to this
trenendously inpreasive choir from Shorter College, to the

But thirdly, we have here in this community an opport
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people who have given of their productive years, working tauaré
something they hoped would be better, and to all of the rest
of you who sympathize with the objectives of this Center, end
vith the hopes of these people, may I say that I have always

been fully committed to working for the things that occupy you
herxe. -

And as for as long as I have an opportunity, I will
work towerd the same cbjectives., Yon have my promige,

(Applause)

Thank you once again for making me feel at home, and
may X have the opportunity at some polnt to make you fecl at
home in that far Northeastern corner of the country where I
think you would £ind yourselves welconme,

Thank You .

(Applause)
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