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REMARKS BY HONORABLE EDMUND §. MUSKIE,
UNIYED STATES SENATOR FROM THE STATE OF MAINE,
DEMOCRATIC NOMINEE TO BE VICE PRESIDENT
OF THE UNRTED STATES
Public Rally
Taylor Shopping Centes
Taylor, Michigan
Wednesday, September 25, 1968

SENATOR MUSKIE: I am delighted to ba back here in
Michigap. I think the first time I ever made a political
gpeech in Michigan was in the year 1954, after 1 had just been
elected Governogr of the State of Maine. :

At that time, I camé here to campaign for Kennedy
in the State of Michigan, and today I am afraid I am coming
to solicit votes for myself, and that great Vice President,
Hubert Bumphyey.

{Applause and hoos,) : ,

I understand you have some sképtics among you.
¥ell, I have run into that in my State as well. Up there,
we call them Republicans.,

{Applause.)

But they, at least, give us a chance to speak up
there.

I have been traveling now from coast to coast,
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talking to people, and I don't know how many Sgates at thia
point, sbout the problems that confront the country, about
what we hope to do about them,

Bnd 1 £ipd 4t poksible to talk to most peopla, and
to talk reasonably and objectively and meaningfully about
these problemg. People dve disturbed, as they should be,
about the war, They are disturbed, ds they should be, about
sbout untest among those in our society vwho do not yek have
an equal chance to dmprove theiy own Yives and the lives of
their ¢hilgken,

" Notwithstanding the faat that 180 years ago wa
staxted out toa a the objeptive of an equality of opportunity
P countrys we have nok yet achieved it.

And at a time wheén America gn & whole is move pros-

perovs; Stronger econemically, than at any time in dur own
nistory, stfonger than any nation hds ever been in the history
of mans at this very moment we began to have doubt arong oux

people that this aystem would work.

Now, yon and I have olr Toots in the ola World,
Our fathers ox ouy grandfathers came to this country looking
£ox cppbntuniﬁys looking foy @ chante to get ahead, looking
fox an opportunity to improve their lives, and looking for
an opportunity to £ing a better life for their children.

T thihk I can speak for my father, and & am suxe
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for those who preceded yon, in the conviction khat here in
Amgrica vwe do indeed have the best opportunity ofi eaxth for
the average American to get ahead,

My 2ife s a demonstration of that fact. My
§athet belioved that his life was a demgnstration of that
fact. In the last 30 yoars, I have seen Amaxican ove from
4 Jow point in 1932, when the working men and women of
Michigan and Maine conld pot get jebs; conld aot provide food
for their famildes, conld not get decent houding, and had no
hope foy improvement in the foreseeable future,

we have moved from that time when the gross national
pyoduct, the value of everything we profuced in America, was
only $40.hilldion, to this point in 1968 when the value of

cything we produce is clode to 5 trillion dollars,

Now, these figuges in and of themselves ave meaning~

lesg, But whdt they do siean 4s that today those who in 1932
copld not get work are today working. Those in 1932 who bad
no hape, today have hope, have caxs, hyve the fn;stetﬂaa; beotie~
fits of a free socfety, and sore than that, have dbuilt up
momgntunt in our country which promises for future Awerigans
dn even better 1life than we have today.

{Cheers and appisuse.)

1 am particularly struck about what we have done
to improve educational apportunities in our couptry.
Education is the foundetion of any free society, In 1932
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there were virtually no opportunities for an education, uns
less a youngster could find the all too rare opportunities
to vork, or unless their parénta came from good, well=to-du
backgrounds.

when I began college in 1932, X 4idn’t know that I
¢ould finance the second month of wy c¢ollege education. And
then Franklin Roosevelt, w-=

{Chaiits of "Mr, Wallace.")

A VOICE: “wWe want to heav you,®

SENATOR MUSKIH: Oh, no, let‘'s hear the man out.
He has something to €ay. I would be glad o hear je.

A VOICE: . "You dn 't bave a thing we want ‘to hear.
ggggggfﬁ?afuac&f {Chants of "We want Wallace,” and "We want

. SERATOR MUSKIE: Ae long as we are speaking about

education =«

{taaghter and applause.)

~~ let's talk about Governor Wallage. I think you
fellows have already had one of your answers from these petple
liexe, 'but now let's talk about Governor Wallace and education.

Governot Wallace's Hlabama is third from the bottom
of the States in educational opportunities. Young men who
are tested by the Selective Servige System from Alabama, 40
percent of them are rejected for illiteracy and pooy heaith;

The teachers in Alabama are paid §1600 3 year iess
thatt the national average. 'And education is the foundation
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Stone of any free society. And you would turh your children
Gve¥ to a man who in four years as Governor, after four years
ag Governor, has left his State's educdtion system in miser~
able condition, with no opportunity for improvement.

Then, let's also talk about your man*s yecord in
crime, Here is A man who was xunping aroun@ the countxy
talking about bringint law and oxder. In his State of
Alabama, he has ‘the highest ate of any of the 50 States foy ‘
muxder per population.

{Applause.)

And this 19 your 1aw and ordey manm,

Youy man has only one answer to the ills of thig
countzy. His answer == you asked me to speak, and you &re
godny o hear fie Ut ~= his answer is to divide Awevicans, Aot
£6 unite theém,

{Applause.)

These people came to this country, their forew
fathers came €o this country, as a land of oppoxtunity for
all people. v

{Applauge afid chesrs.)

Your man wew

{Boos.)

‘¥ know, that is & typical Wallace rasponse. When
you haven't got an answey, you make nbises,

{applause.)



Bhone (Afes 202)[628:4266

'WARD.&PAUL

257K :Stresty/NiEr, »Waikifgtans D1 G, 20002

6

It is time that your ¢andidate and you people bedan
to talk senme instead of making noises at the American
people.

(Applause.)

(Bpos.)

Yes, that is what you are going to héar from sénsis
ble americans every time you hiring that kind of politics into
4 erowd of freedom-loving Amerxicans.

{Applause and some boos.)

Well, my £riends, back in the countries from which
we cane, we knew what it was, what it was 1like, cur fore-
fathers knew what it was 1ike. They knew what it was Like to
iive in a vountry in which the Government. built walls Separ-
ating different groups of peopie., We learned, as we have
Jearned in Herlin, that when you build walls between people
you create hatked, distrust, lack of confidence, discrimina-
tion, all of the basic human eleéments which destroy freedom.

(Applause. )

And the whole creeéd of their candidate, his whole
answer %o ‘security and law and order,is to bulld walls between
people, to separate them forcidbly, to generate hatred and
distrust and lack of confidence. That isn't what my father
came to this country to £ind, and that isn‘t what we axe
going to pertrit to develop in the United States of 1968,

{Applause.)
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We will talk Wallace, and we will let him use his
own words, because when the American people focus onh what
he is really saying, when the American people really appre-
¢ciate the consequences of the kind of philosophy which he is
trying to force ypon America, they will reject hinm emphats
ically.

(Applause and some boos.)

Well, there is no other way to meet this soxrt of

(not clear) €o everything we hold dear in America. 1T didn't

grow up to live in that kind of America, and neither did not

We want fréedom, We want an opportunity to progreéss. We
want an opportunity to improve all our 1lives, and in the

last 30 years, by moving toward greater freedom for sore

Americans, we bhave built here in Anmericg the best country on.

earth for the average man and woman.
(Applause,)

Angd we are not going to start tearing it down mow.

Well, I thank you very much. There is notlhing
like having a little something to atire up your blood at
5:00 ¢'clock in the afternoon. T have got three motre
speeches to wake, angd now I have got & little fuel in ny

{Applause.)

Thank you all very much.
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