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TMMENIATELY
MUSKIL SPEAKS OM CAMRODIAN NEVELOPMENTS
Statement by Senator fdmund S. Muskie bf Maine d

On the News of United States ‘ilitary Aections in Cambodia
April 29, 1979

assistance
The' Adninistration'’s decision to commit military :- /. ¢o Cambodia 18 a cunse for

gravest concern. This is the first widening of our military involvement in Indo-China
since President Johnson halted the bombing of North Vietnam in 1968.

This may be a good time to recall the President's statement of April 20--just aine
days ago:

"We have now reaéhed a point where we can confidently wove from a period of 'cut and

try' to a longer range program for the replacemeént of Americans by South Vietnamese troops.

« « « I am, therefore, tonipght announcing plans for the withdrawal of an additional

150,000 American troops to be completed by the spring of next year. . . . This far-reaching
decision was made after consultation with our commanders in the field. It has the approval
of the government of South Vietnam. . . . The decision I have announced tonight means that

. we finally have in sight the just peace we are seekinp. "e can now say with confidence

that pacification is succeeding. "e can say with confidence that the South Vietnamese can

develop the capability for their oun defense.”

Did the President have in mind the military action announced today, when he spoke to

the nation nine days ago?

happened .
If not, what has of the circumstances in Vietnam and Cambodia in the past nine
days to require such an escalation of the war?

North Vietnamese troops and the Vietcong have been operating in eastern Cambodia for

years. They have had virtual freedom of action in that country. The President's statement
to the nation indicated no grave concern, and news accounts since then have suggested that

‘the South Vietnamese were having some successes along the border.
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e ¢ S - N RO The President has. chosens~ military
action vhich can only lessen the chances for a nepotiated settlement at this timre, and
dncrease the probability of an. escalation in the war. He took this action against the

(bifpartisan urgings of members of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, other members of

the Congress and a substantial number of American people.

tthen President Nixon spolie to the natfon, April 20, he streased the importance of
seeking a ‘better, shorter path to peaced-tbrough negotiations." There is a serious -
implication in today's news that he has movéd, 1nstead tovard a militnry effort on a
wider front. :
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