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REMARKS OF SENATOR EDMUND S, MUSKIE
LEWISTON, MAINE
HOVEMBER 1, 1970

I feel, and I know that Jane does as well, that these weeks of
traveling among all of you -~- and there's so many from all sections of
the State here tonight -- that this traveling has been in the nature
of a pilgramaze, a pilgrimage home. VWWe've had an opportunity to renew.
our energies, our #fith in our people and in our hope for the W-dere.
of our state and of our country.

And to be able to end a campaign in A rense wifh this =audience
is very approvriate, This place vhere we stand and where we sit is
close to the place of my origins. I went to school here in this city.
In 2 sense, I began my political apprenticeship with many in this room. T
The political campaign of 1954 which resulted in our first preat victory
of the modern era becan on this stage.

Some memories come flooding in wupon all of us who have been

privileged to move down that 16-year-old road. But this iz not a

time for memories. It's a time for looking ahead ~- and looking ahead
beyond November 3,

This is my ninth successive statewide campaign beginning with that
"first one for governor. And I've been a candidate in six of those
ca.m'ipaigns. kst As I think about them, I'm conscious of the fact that the
Democeatic PRrty has always regmrded a pplitical campaign as an opportunity
to talk about and deal with the people's business, I can't recall ever
regarding a cam!}:aign as an opportunity to destroy somebody elséés reputation.
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s Oor to dostroy h:.a chaxct:r. Qr to: miarepresent h:.a life's vork.k
' Reinhold Niebuhr once said this, "Ther1a i jusf enoughf bad in ‘human
. bbings to make democraoy necosaa.ry, and thers is just enough food in them
. to make m it pposaible." iThe challenge of leadership and
-of cit:.zensh:.pr in our ¢ onntry is to try to make the good rather “.‘, .

than the bad prevail, * :
What do people look for in candidates in a country '.I.:.ke ours"’

' Do they look for complete viddom? Do they laook for all of the ansvers
instantly to all of the ﬁprobleme which press upon them? Do they look
for smepmlzin pifts? .
I think what they look for is meno _j character, men of
| audgment, men of intelligence, men capable £y _rom tive to time of
summing w the understanding end the wisdomf to deal with the
complex gproblems that an afflict a complex country mch as qirs.
They don't expect and certminly never get perfection. They
-don't expect and never get men and women who mever make mistakes, But
“in everycampaign in which men and women seek pubhc off:.ce, they've
ot a right to the opportunity to measure those who seek their
support in accordance with the repaonable standarés wve would expect others
to judge ourselves.ho i f .
I was born in this state. I geevup in a town not far from
here, I vas te eon of parents wJo uere degly concerned that I
learn the @ifference between right md ﬁ0ng. And T was piviledged
to have a father who knew .lbw to def:.ne in words understandable to his
children what that difference was, =~ °
I grew up in an enviromment vhere it wvas relatively easy © face
life at a pace tha‘tt made it possible bo grov u p in good health, with
a good opportunity to get an education,a, with chances to enjoy the
voods and the lakes and the streams of Oxford County. |
I was fortunate enouch¥ to have teachers who took an interest in
~their students as children 'and wh o were interested in doing more than
simply teaching them reading ard writing and arithmetic, who were
interested in eddition to helpicng their you.ng charges to heeome good
citizensy, healthy adults, with a mspect for each other and ®r the
quality of sympathy and understanding sand compadsions, with an ability
to live with each other and to \rork with each other and to understand
each other, i
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D They have a right to a re'aaonable op:ortun!.ty to know the tmth
about cand:.dates. And they vo got a risht, I think, to expect
canidates to stick pretty close to the truth about each othﬂer.,
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The other day, 1 read an edvertisement in heﬁra;'-ﬂaine papers . .\
I joaxm never expected to see in a-Maine political campaign., It began with
a  question, "What kind of a‘men is Edmune 8. Muskie?" Amd then it

" offered an answer,

I oxpect to get bruises’in political life., I'm not a child. T'v

bneen in politics a long time, But I know also that Maine pt;\ople,‘ '

including my opponent, have had an opportunity for a quarter of cen-
tury to study me, to read or hear the thousands upon thfpusands of
worlls that I've spoken, to evaluate all of the things that I've

‘done in and out of political life.

And I know that they've done so with greater care than with most
political figures in this state because of the peculiar c¢ircumstances
of my politival career. They had'a chance for a quarter of a century
to know what 'kind of & man I am,

Fhy &id they wait until less han a veek bef.ore election day to tell
the pepR le of Maine that T was the kind of a monster that they des~

- eribed in that advertisement the other day?

If T am as wvil as they painted me to be, they had a responsibility
to say so before. 1 was under the impression that we in Anerica had a

capacity to grow up. That ought to apply to politicians as well.

Don't they know how to deal h a direcf’ honest man-to-man

fashion with their W
opposiviond

Bon't they hnow how to go to a man and say to his face if tlgr

- ‘believe wvhat the}éai’d aboutg me in that advertisement last weelf?

Don't they have the backbome to rely on the facts of a man's life--
what he actually eays?

Do they have to distort wat he says to try to dfe defeat him?
O ‘“\05 have fo distort what hed daae i order $o defeot
What kEind of people are these who would use the American political
process to abuse the truth to which the American people are entiltled
in a political campaipn? They challente us to a debate, To debate that?

Their falséhoods. To debate what? Their assassinations of the characters
of honorable Americams.
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We live in a divided time in our- ‘ountry. 'lI:ﬁ” there is ever a
time when we needed from 1eader3 or potent1a1 leaders or would-be ’
leaders a caﬂﬁaclty to drawv out the best of our people, now is such

a time. . : e

The PPesidency and the Vice Presidency of the United States are
more than political jobs,: They are the most eminent places of leademshipy
within the gift of this country to bestow.

If any political office has thep¥ capacity to call out greatness
in a, man, history tells us, those do. And we've got the right to expect
* of a man who occupies the Presidency on the Saturday and Sunday before
an American election day an appeal to the best that we can do ﬂ£§§ our

country in the years ahead,-th.g. ;p:ﬁ- o} uhat we oxe (or Mt—mud:n( uq- e hrad

. This is a time to ask the American people .to pake our country
great, not emall, This iz a time when we ought to be reaching out
to each'other, not simply to destrpy each other, This is a time ihen
political partles and political opponents ought to be testing their ideas
! aga;nst each other, testing their wisdom against each other, testing their
city to think and “to innovate -against each other, g

This is no time to be competing to see which party is best
'« suited to Halloween and the witches, the goblins, and the trick or
treating and the pmanks and the games . that children play on that holiday.

Don't they understand that the fabric of a peoplé's understanding,
capacity for sympathy and compassion ie a fragile thing., And it is
« that kind of a delicate, intangible thing that has pgreat strength when
it is relied upon and developed, great strength to bind us together,.
not withstanding our great differences in our hostilities and our suspicions
and our distrust., \




My YRIDTY e S @Y g : v
wly ’ - ! o

’ f;;} Pr 7o e A n
Ohy," I vish I ould see a- Pnesid‘ent in such a time appealing

" to his people to trust’’ each'other, % have faith in the perfect
ability of otker Americans, to belive that whoever we are vherewer
ve ) e we caﬁ, if given a chance, ojercome our wesknesses a;;d our

O shortcomings,..that we can be as/we have been a great peoZpl_e. £ %
" Presidents ave done that in the past -- great Presidents. And-
they mave I:ed their people through difficult and perilous times-~to
~ higher plateaus ad achievements in pgace and justice for our people.

Why can't this President try that role? Why?

Is victory so important? Is a fow more eats in the Congress so
important? What kind of a country does he wait to lead? A country made
up & pepple who have a capacity of believing in each o ther? Or a

'country made up of pemm pru people who are learning to hate each

' other?

- ?&1 @Mf nf\& try doss hg_w& O‘E&l‘e”a;uf he \a.x}ta a whole_
countryﬁ' if he wants a gowing conntry. then why doesn't hc-zls treat us
like that. He might be amazed how the American people would respond
to that kind of leadership. These past two years have td ken me

O . more away_! fro;n you and. t:he people of Maine than has ever been the
case ~-= more than I like, And I suspect this wlll be true in the
months ahead, Before the election separates us again, I hope you always
believe vhat ie true == that I am one of you, 1 couhdn't be anything

" else if I t yied, :

I can't expect that you wi 1L alwaye know fully why I say what I
do or what T do what I do, because you mmm won't always have all
the facts, But I want you to believe that whatever I say or do,

I'll always measure against the people of Maine in my home town, in my
¢ .State, have taught me of the i ndamental values that ought to govern
a man's life, !

Ve have an election coming. 1I'd like burge you t_p give all
of youf support to this yung man vo has served you well as Governor
and who has acquired the ability to give you great service in the next

D four years. ;

‘ I hate to make this next pint but Peter and Bill don't really need
it tht mdly, but they've earned it as wll and I kngw youdre going  te
give them 'your support...
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