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Buchta ’16 and Paine ’16 challenge 
the “Easy A” incentive for 
community service 

F.A.B. performance cel-
ebrates the talent of both 
Maine and Bates performers

Women’s track and field wins 
their third consecutive Maine 
State Meet 

Bates faculty expands for first time in a decade in part 
thanks to the largest single donation in College’s history

JULIA MONGEAU
EDITOR IN CHIEF

HANNAH GOLDBERG
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

The Digital and Computational Studies program is introduced to Bates with the help of Mike Bonney ‘80 and six other 
families. MAX HUANG/THE BATES STUDENT

TRACK page 8

Commons, OIE, Harward Center exam-
ined in an effort to integrate students

CCWG Part II: 
Where we diverge 
from inclusivity

Women’s track and field 
wins against Bowdoin and 
Colby

College receives $19 million 
to establish Digital and 
Computational Studies 
Program

Bates College will now boast a 
Digital and Computational Studies 
program with the support of a $19 
million donation from seven Bates 
families. In addition to the three 
new professorships needed for the 
DCS programs, a portion of the gift 
will go towards endowed professor-
ships in neuroscience, economics 
and chemistry with a preference for 
biochemistry. 

According to President Clay-
ton Spencer, the faculty voted over-
whelmingly in favor of the new 
program last May. The program will 
start in the fall of 2017 with a major 
intended for the 2018-2019 year.

The addition of the DCS pro-
gram, as well as the three new pro-
fessorships in the already established 
departments, marks the first expan-
sion of the Bates faculty in over a 
decade. 

The Bates DCS program fills an 
intellectual and competitive gap for 
the college, responding to a crucial 
academic need to prepare students 
for the data-driven and technologi-
cally-centered world in which they 
now live.  

The program will be designed to 
“add to the liberal arts education we 
offer at Bates,” according to Presi-
dent Spencer. 

“We also see digital and com-

The Campus Culture Working 
Group is attempting to foster and 
improve a culture of both diver-
sity and inclusion within the Bates 
community. Last week, the Bates 
Student published the first part of 
its coverage on the Campus Cul-
ture Working Group’s most recent 
findings, pulling data from the 
NESCAC survey and multiple on-
campus sources to address alcohol 
related and off-campus issues. This 
week, the Student examines the CC-
WG’s findings and recommenda-
tions to tie together different groups 
of students.

Commons is the first area that 
comes to mind, the Group said, 
when struggling to solve divides in 
the student body. The Group cited 
social anxiety and racial divides, 
among other concerns. Student 
members of the CCWG mentioned 
the stratification of groups among 
students in the “Green Room,” the 
“Fishbowl,” and the main dining 
area. The Group came to the con-
clusion that Commons has natural 
separations both visually and spa-
tially, but the real issue of preventing 
students from crossing social lines 
lies elsewhere in the broader interac-
tions on campus. 

The Working Group pinpointed 
different areas where a balance of in-
ter and intragroup mixing can oc-
cur. “[It is] important that our com-
munity has space and affirmation 
for both of those things,” McIntosh 
said. 

The “Working Draft of Rec-
ommendations” that the Working 
Group published states, “some an-
nual campus events continue to 
separate, rather than unite, the stu-
dent community…” The CCWG 
hopes not only to address specific 

Women’s track and field wins by 37.5 points.
TOM LEONARD ‘78/COURTESY PHOTO

putational studies as a powerful 
opportunity to embed rigorous 
engagement with computational 
methods in the liberal arts curricu-
lum, enriching study across a range 
of fields,” President Spencer said. 

Mike Bonney ’80, chair of the 
board of trustees, and his wife, Ali-
son Grott Bonney ’80, made the 
largest single donation in Bates’ 
history in support of this program, 
pledging a total of $10 million. Dar-
rell Crate ’89; J. Blair Frank ’89, and 
Tena Fishman Frank ’89; Bates par-
ents to students in the class of 2012 
and 2017, George and Ann Colony; 
and three anonymous Bates families 
also made significant donations in 
support of this endeavour. 

Mike Bonney touted the speed 
at which these funds accumulated, 
noting it took eight months to raise 
$19 million. These funds will “es-
tablish [Bates] as a model for the 
21st-century liberal arts college, 
committed to core educational prin-
ciples, on one hand, and leading in-
novation on the other. ” 

Along with the other donors, 
Bonney expressed confidence in the 
future of Bates and “the talent and 
dedication of our faculty and staff.”

Dean of Faculty and Vice Presi-
dent of Academic Affairs Matt Auer 
spoke of the rapid response to a call 
for funds for the DCS program and 
the “Bates-specific vision” for stud-
ies in computer science. 

“DCS will help our students 

gain a command of computers and 
be able to interrogate what it means 
to live in a world that is awash in 
data and mediated by electronics 
and by computer technology,” Auer 
said. “We also want our students 
to develop computational thinking 
skills. We want our students to learn 
how to use logic and algorithms to 
solve problems and to analyze and 
visualize data, and also to discern 
complex relationships among data 
sources.”

“These important skills sets are 
already woven throughout our full 
academic program and the intro-
duction of DCS can only improve 
this convergence of technology, data 
and scholarship,” Auer added. 

The gifts designated for addi-
tional professorships in neurosci-
ence, economics and biochemistry 
responds to a need, as Auer puts it, 
for “more liberally educated bio-
chemists, economists and neurosci-
entists.” 

These gifts will have an effect 
immediately. The future chair of the 
DCS program will be hired in next 
academic year. He or she will help 
shape the program and curriculum, 
as well as have a say in the next two 
hires for the DCS program. 

The announcement was made 
at an event held Friday, February 5, 
in front of faculty, staff and trustees 
who toasted the families who made 
this landmark development pos-
sible. 

event-related issues but also to take 
it a step further to foster community 
development in areas like the Office 
of Intercultural Education, Chase 
Hall, the Harward Center, and 
among athletes and non-athletes. 

“While the student community 
is small, it is still large enough for 
students to feel they do not know 
one another,” said the Working 
Group report. One idea includes 
class dinners. These would have “as-
signed seating [to] support students 
getting to know one another beyond 
their traditional friendship circle—
while having the added benefit of 
building class identity,” McIntosh 
said.

Members of the CCWG are 
working towards a leadership pro-
gram that will help teach different 
leaders on campus (athletic captains, 
club presidents, and others) how to 
create a more inclusive atmosphere 
and bridge the gap between cultures. 

Furthermore, the CCWG looks 
to augment the success of the Late at 
Bates program to include events for 
diverse interests in addition to those 
“where alcohol is legally and safely 
consumed.” The Late at Bates pro-
gram, implemented winter 2015, 
has so far been very successful. The 
Group states that a range of metrics 
showed high numbers for “creative 
and innovative programming, high 
attendance, and promotion of com-
munity and conversation across dif-
ferences.” A second program will 
help strengthen relationships among 
students, faculty and college staff, 
hoping to increase community de-
velopment. This would include 
events like the Dinner Table, imple-
mented last semester.  

Additional reports from the 
CCWG will be released in the fu-
ture as these recommendations be-
come tangible projects. 
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Easy A for community 
service? Think again...
WHITNEY PAINE 
KATRINA BUCHTA
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

HARRY MEADOWS
STAFF WRITER

American conserva-
tism in crisis

The Bates Student

READ ABOUT IT

THINK ABOUT IT

WRITE ABOUT IT

TALK ABOUT IT

Blogger Andrew Sullivan wrote 
the following of the conservatism 
prescribed by the 20th century polit-
ical philosopher Michael Oakeshott 
(whose own conservatism is derived 
directly from that of arguably the 
very first conservative, Edmund 
Burke): “…Oakeshott requires us to 
systematically discard programmes 
and ideologies and view each new 
situation sui generis [as unique]. 
Change should only ever be incre-
mental and evolutionary. Oakeshott 
viewed society as resembling lan-
guage: it is learned gradually and 
without us really realising it, and it 
evolves unconsciously, and for ever.” 
(…) “…a true conservative – who 
is, above all, an anti-ideologue – will 
often be attacked for alleged incon-
sistency, for changing positions, for 
promising change but not a radi-
cal break with the past, for pursu-
ing two objectives – like liberty and 
authority, or change and continuity 
– that seem to all ideologues as com-
pletely contradictory.” 

This, while it may seem alien 
to us in America, is far from an il-
legitimate characterization of con-
servatism. Oakeshott viewed con-
servatism—as I, a self-identifying 
conservative, do—as primarily a 
disposition, a lens through which to 
view the world and evaluate it. These 
characterizations ring true across the 
globe—look at conservative parties 
leading major European democra-
cies; the head-on-shoulders prag-
matic policies of leaders like Angela 
Merkel and David Cameron are ac-
curately described by the Oakeshot-
tian/Burkean analysis above. 

With this in mind, recall the 
types of accusations thrown around 
in G.O.P. primary campaigns. It is 
frequently the charge from radical 
populist right-wingers like Ted Cruz 
and others that one or the other can-
didate is “not a real conservative.” 
What, then, is the type of conser-
vatism they’re talking about? It’s not 
actually any kind of conservatism at 
all. It’s something more like a three-
way unholy union between a sort of 
hardline traditionalism that rejects 
basic civil liberties for LGBTQ+ in-
dividuals on a religious basis, a sort 
of Ayn Rand-ish libertarianism that 
would deny the state the ability to 
provide for basic rights like health-
care, and a feverish nationalist xe-
nophobia which would build walls, 
physical and otherwise, to keep out 
the very job-seekers and refugees 
whose presence has built America 
into the great and diverse nation it 
is today. These radical ideologies are 
not only not conservative; they are 
actually antithetical to the conserva-
tive disposition. 

So what does this mean for the 
G.O.P.? I think it explains the phe-

In response to the article titled, 
“Easy A for community service” 
by Henry Steckel, published in last 
week’s issue of the Bates Student, we 
are writing to share our perspective 
on community engagement at Bates 
College. As two seniors heavily in-
volved with community engaged 
learning and research, we strongly 
disagree with Steckel’s idea of half-
credit “community service” courses 
in order to incentivize community 
engagement and to give students an 
“Easy A.”

In direct contrast to Steckel’s 
assumption that community en-
gagement is a simple task worthy 
of an “Easy A,” our countless hours 
of community engagement tell us 
otherwise. Our community engaged 
courses and projects have been 
mutually challenging and reward-
ing—academically, intellectually, 
physically, socially, mentally and 
emotionally. We have learned how 
to diffuse hostile situations between 
students—we have learned what 
to do when a white girl tells a So-
mali girl to “go back to Africa” and 
what to do when a white boy says 
that “all Muslims are suicide bomb-
ers.” We have been bitten, punched, 
concussed and we have had our hair 
pulled. Yet, we have also experienced 
the pure joy and inspiration of help-
ing a six-year old autistic boy read 
for the first time, tutoring a former-
ly incarcerated youth to achieve his 
goal of staying out of the criminal 
justice system, mentoring a low-
income teen mother to regain her 
daughter from the Department of 
Human Services, and assisting an 
asylum-seeking student who has 
been in the United States for less 
than a year through the college ap-
plication process. Through these 
moments and experiences, we have 
learned and reflected about Lewis-
ton and its citizens, Bates College, 
the concept of community engage-

ment, and, most importantly, our-
selves and our actions.

Steckel’s conceptual under-
standings of community service, 
volunteerism, philanthropy, charity, 
altruism and community engage-
ment are deeply flawed. The confla-
tion of these terms and actions pose 
as a disservice to community engage-
ment at Bates College. According to 
the Harward Center for Commu-
nity Partnerships, “Bates students, 
faculty and staff enact the college’s 
civic mission through reciprocal and 
sustained partnerships that connect 
the college and the community in 
mutually beneficial and transfor-
mative ways.” It is important to 
note the emphasis on partnerships, 
reciprocity, sustainability, mutual-
ity and transformation. There is no 
emphasis, as there should not be, on 
“service,” “giving back” to Lewiston, 
“charity,” or boosting GPAs. 

Both the missions of Bates Col-
lege and the Harward Center are 
founded on principles of informed 
civic action, community engage-
ment, and societal responsibility, all 
in order to cultivate a mutually re-
ciprocal relationship with one’s com-
munity. In no way shape or form do 
these founding principles equate 
community engagement with “ser-
vice” or “charity” work, which imply 
the need to assert one’s privilege and 
power over the “other.” Community 
engagement entails a partnership 
that is derived from a societal need. 
According to the Harward Center, 
“as they partner with off-campus 
communities to address pressing so-
cietal needs, Bates students develop 
the intellectual, ethical and personal 
skills needed for lifelong civic re-
sponsibility and purposeful work.” 

If Bates were to adopt Steckel’s 
idea of incentivizing “community 
service” with course-credit, we 
would not be promoting the values 
and mission for which the institu-
tion stands. Steckel’s proposal im-
plies that the purpose of community 
engagement is to participate in the 
honorable work of volunteering, as 
if Lewiston needs our “charitable ar-

dor” in order to be saved from itself. 
Not only does the concept of “ser-
vice” elevate our status as privileged 
college students, but it devalues, 
degrades and strips agency from the 
individuals of the Lewiston com-
munity. Further, claiming that we 
as privileged college students need 
to be incentivized with “Easy As” 
only widens this gap of privilege 
that Steckel so ignorantly disre-
gards. In regard to Steckel’s notion 
of “accessibility,” if the purpose of 
community engaged partnerships is 
to cultivate civic responsibility and 
alleviate societal needs, why then 
would our focus—as privileged col-
lege students - be to make this work 
more “accessible” for ourselves? This 
perspective only serves to illumi-
nate the fact that many Bates stu-
dents misunderstand the concept of 
privilege and the issues concerning 
the greater Lewiston community. If 
Bates legitimizes this type of “ser-
vice” and “volunteerism,” it only 
reinforces the “us v. them” divide, 
upholds the white savior complex, 
furthers the very real concept of the 
Bates Bubble, and upholds the sta-
tus quo of the Ivory Tower. 

From our four years of col-
laborating and interacting with in-
dividuals from the Lewiston com-
munity, we have come to learn that 
community engagement is a mutu-
ally beneficial partnership, for we 
have learned just as much, if not 
more, from the community and its 
members as they have learned from 
our tutoring, teaching, mentorship 
and research. Community engage-
ment has truly been a privilege and 
humbling experience for the both of 
us, as it has allowed us to recognize 
our own privilege, power and posi-
tionality in relation to the broader 
structure of society. In response to 
Steckel’s proposal, we hope that you 
will take our criticism as an invita-
tion to step back, think of the big-
ger picture, and question your own 
privilege and purpose as a Bates stu-
dent within the city of Lewiston.

nomenon that occurred last week at 
the Iowa Caucuses: Marco Rubio, 
who is certainly more of an Oake-
shottian conservative (although not 
really one at all; the true conserva-
tives in America are Barack Obama 
and Hillary Clinton) than Cruz or 
Trump, finished third, behind those 
two, and is now the darling of the 
G.O.P. establishment. They see a 
“moderate” conservative, who aligns 
with the candidates toted by the 
G.O.P. for the last ten years: Mc-
Cain, Romney, etc. The problem 
is that these candidates fail to win 
general elections because they can-
not mobilize the radicalized base of 
the party. Rubio will lose in the gen-
eral for the same reason, and reset 
the cycle once more.

 It just might be, therefore, 
that a reckless, radical right-wing 
presidential candidate is just what 
American conservatism needs. That 
candidate would lose the general, 
and barring that, would certainly 
achieve little as president (no radi-
cal would). This could conceivably 
lead to a massive soul-searching and 
ideological upheaval similar to what 
we saw from Democrats pre-F.D.R. 
years.

 In order for the Republican 
party to move past the woes, ideo-
logical and otherwise, with which 
it has been beset since essentially 
the Reagan years to experience, this 
kind of trial by fire could be the best 
possible thing. And out of the ashes 
might rise a new American conser-
vatism, perhaps by necessity more 
compatible with the 21st century. 

“So why,” readers may ask, 
“should I, a bleeding-heart liberal 
college student, care about the status 
of conservatism in America?”

For two reasons: 1. Read again 
Oakeshott’s prescription for con-
servatism. Maybe you, as I did, will 
discover you are more conservative 
than you thought. 2. If you don’t 
think conservatism is an appropriate 
worldview, maybe it’s worth con-
sidering that progressivism needs a 
legitimate ideological counterpart to 
get anything done in America. Polit-
ical systems cannot move forward or 
achieve progress unless some sort of 
legitimate, two-sided conversation 
is happening. Sanders and Clinton 
are currently undertaking the pro-
gressive vs. conservative debate. This 
intra-party running-to-the-middle 
is no platform on which to have this 
crucial conversation play out. It is 
corrosive to our democracy and our 
political soul. 

If the G.O.P. will persist in its 
current debacle of right-wing popu-
list debauchery, instead of resetting 
the warm-glass-of-milk McCain-
Romney-Rubio candidacy cycle, I 
predict, admittedly optimistically, 
and hope, that its inevitable implo-
sion will give rise to something new, 
positive, and more truly conserva-
tive in our political dominion. 

Take the LSAT with Confidence

 Prepare with Jane Beckham (Bates ‘87) to learn the principles of 
logic necessary to conquer the logical and analytical reasoning sections, 
and to master an approach to the reading section that will have you 
finishing with time to spare. In addition to test-taking skills, learn tips and 
strategies that will maximize your score.

 Jane is a graduate of the Boston University School of Law and 
has fifteen years of experience providing private and classroom LSAT 
instruction to students aspiring to attend top law schools.
 
 Start now to prepare for the June 13th or September 24th LSAT. 
Tutoring is available at Bates, at my office in Needham, MA or by Skype. 
(Batesies get a Discount !)

         Quicksilver Seminars • qwkslvrclass@yahoo.com
      You can Call/Text: (617) 850-2961 • or Call: (207) 588-7731
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Tackling Tent City 
to make way for 
Super Bowl City

AMAR OJHA
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR

MARY SCHWALBE
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR

Fetal alcohol spectrum disorders 
are neurodevelopmental conditions 
affecting infants with symptoms 
including growth deficits, learning 
disabilities, hyperactive behavior, 
distinctive facial features, vision 
or hearing problems, cardiac com-
plications, and a slew of potential 
cognitive defects. Prenatal exposure 
to alcohol, through maternal con-
sumption of beverages, is the cause 
of fetal alcohol spectrum disorders. 
Furthermore, fetal alcohol spectrum 
disorders have been considered the 
most prevalent of any developmen-
tal disability and birth defect in the 
Western world. So why, and more 
importantly, how, could the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) incite such outrage with its 
campaign to spread awareness about 
the preventable measures one can 
take? 

Instead of relaying information 
regarding risks during pregnancy, 
the CDC failed not only to accu-
rately convey scientific knowledge, 
but wrongly assumed what was best 
for women, not pregnant women, 
but all women. The CDC starts off 
their colorful campaign pamphlet 
by outlining risks first for women 
who are pregnant, including mis-
carriage, stillbirth, prematurity, fe-
tal alcohol spectrum disorders, and 
sudden infant death syndrome. This 
seems appropriate enough informa-
tion to convey, given that the medi-
cal community does have a relatively 
strong case for the numerous poten-
tial dangers that alcohol intake may 
pose to a developing fetus. But here’s 
where the real issue starts. 

The CDC then lists the risks that 
“any woman” would need to consid-
er if they are “drinking too much” 

“We’ll give you an alternative. 
We are always going to be sup-
portive. But you are going to have 
to leave the streets,” Mayor Ed Lee 
told the homeless population of San 
Francisco. This initiative was an-
nounced in preparation for the Su-
per Bowl, which the city hosted this 
weekend. However, Lee stated that 
they were not sweeping away the 
city’s homeless because of the Super 
Bowl, but that this was a long-term 
plan to reduce homelessness in the 
city. Yet an increase in anti-homeless 
laws, including those that criminal-
ize camping in public parks, speak 
to the contrary. The “alternative” 
that Lee mentions is to relocate a 
small portion of those living on the 
street where “Super Bowl City” will 
take place to a shelter called Naviga-
tion Center. Unfortunately Naviga-
tion Center, which estimates 4,358 
people live without housing in San 
Francisco on any given day, can only 
provide housing to 75 individu-
als and currently has a waiting list 
of 150 people. The population that 
Lee has ordered to be relocated to 
Navigation Center will be priori-
tized over those on the waiting list. 
Does this sound like Lee is really 
concerned about the welfare of the 
homeless and isn’t just cleaning up 
for the Super Bowl?

Ed Lee has previously prom-
ised that he would push city plan-
ners to make room for low-income 
housing, but nothing has come of 
this yet. On the other hand, Lee 
doesn’t really seem to understand 
how homelessness works, saying, “If 
you decide you still want to be on 
the streets, then we’re going to ask 
you that this area has to be used for 
our Super Bowl facilities so that we 
can actually make the money for 
the general fund, and provide the 
services that we pay for.” Yes, home-
lessness is obviously a choice. (Please 

CDC: Paternal decrees 
that infantilize women

such as “injuries/violence, heart dis-
eases, cancer, sexually transmitted 
diseases, fertility problems, [and] 
unintended pregnancy.” This is an 
unbelievably bold claim to make. I 
would love to see how “drinking too 
much” can cause either STDs or un-
intended pregnancies. That’s right, 
they can’t. At least, not until making 
some blatantly sexist assumptions.

These sorts of “risks” necessar-
ily imply that when a woman is to 
drink, she somehow automatically is 
at a significant risk of, presumably, 
having unprotected sex. This is an 
incredible supposition without any 
credible reason for believing it. This 
seems to be playing off of some slip-
pery slope argument that considers 
a socially normal experience and be-
havior (whether it be drinking alco-
hol or dressing “inappropriately,” as 
the argument goes) as the cause of 
the harm that is then brought upon 
the woman. This then somewhat 
implies that if a woman is made 
aware of this soon enough, it is up to 
her to break the cycle, claim respon-
sibility, and then know better than 
to partake in anything that may be 
problematic. But this, of course, is 
leaving out something important to 
the equation.

These kinds of accounts fail 
to paint a complete picture of the 
situation at hand, implying instead 
that women drinking can lead to 
“dangerous sex.” Sure, it can, but 
it doesn’t necessarily have to, and 
more importantly, this point seems 
arbitrarily targeted towards shaming 
women for drinking and further dic-
tating how women should use their 
bodies. Drinking can lead to preg-
nancy and/or STDs, just as drinking 
can lead to vehicular accidents. But, 
somehow, the dangers associated 
with drinking are only relevant to 
women and, more importantly, only 
have to do with sex. How surprising.

So what does the CDC consider 
“drinking too much” for women? 
Having more than 1 drink on av-
erage per night. Furthermore, the 
CDC is recommending that doc-
tors and health professionals “assess 
a woman’s drinking” and that they 
“recommend birth control if a wom-
an is having sex, not planning to get 
pregnant, and is drinking alcohol.” 
This kind of paternal decree is poor-
ly hidden. Instead, it resembles the 
kind of condescending “advice” that 
women are all too familiar receiving, 
whether it is telling them what to 
eat, how to dress, when to talk, how 
to behave, how to reproduce, how to 
and how not to use their bodies, etc. 

In a time when Planned Par-
enthood seems to perpetually face 
threats of federal defunding, when 
women still are not making the 
same amount of money for the same 
work, and they still must confront 
many other discriminatory federal 
policies, it is of the utmost impor-
tance that individuals recognize and 
acknowledge the persistent attacks 
on women and women’s rights. 

Instead of presenting current 
neurodevelopmental findings and 
allowing women to deliberate on 
their own, the CDC has chosen to 
make lifestyle decisions on behalf of 
all women. We, as a society, assume 
we know what is best for certain 
groups of people, instead of hav-
ing the shred of humility to admit 
that, just maybe, individuals ought 
to be able to make their own choices 
without external interferences, par-
ticularly from institutions of power. 
Writer Rebecca Ruiz summarized 
the CDC’s publication best: “Its un-
derlying message was unmistakable: 
Women should consider themselves 
first a vessel for human life and make 
decisions about their health and be-
havior based on that possibility.”

note the heavy sarcasm.) Even if 
those without shelter decided they 
“still wanted” to be on the streets 
it doesn’t sound like they would be 
“asked” to leave as many interviewed 
have said they were bullied by po-
lice, even having their possessions 
confiscated. Even more insulting, 
“Super Bowl City,” which will fea-
ture live music, games, and pep ral-
lies, is free to the public. Apparently 
“free to the public” does not apply 
to you if you’re homeless. 

The situation in San Francisco 
is not unique, though. It’s another 
episode in a long string of anti-
homeless measures throughout the 
United States. Perhaps most visibly, 
cities are installing structures that 
make it impossible to sleep in public 
places. Some of these include arms 
in the middle of benches and spikes 
on sidewalk edges and window ledg-
es. It’s not enough for politicians to 
say they’re going to provide hous-
ing; they need to actually do it. San 
Francisco is a rapidly growing city, 
and it expects to earn a significant 
profit by hosting the Super Bowl. If 
Mayor Lee is as serious as he stat-
ed he was about helping the city’s 
homeless population, he will ensure 
that a significant portion of this rev-
enue goes to social programs and to 
low-income housing.

If you watched the Super Bowl 
this weekend, you probably didn’t 
hear the protestors taking a stand 
against Lee’s policies over the roar 
of the crowds. And although ESPN 
published a brief (136 words) report 
on the unrest surrounding the Super 
Bowl, it didn’t provide any coverage 
on television. As a nation, we need 
to do better. Too frequently we col-
lectively ignore the disenfranchise-
ment of our fellow citizens. This is 
only encouraged when politicians 
force their less fortunate constitu-
ents out of the city—doing so is 
placing a penalty on poverty. To 
echo one protester’s sign, “Hey Lee, 
tackle homelessness, not the home-
less.” 
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Women’s track and field wins Maine State meet

Digital and Computational Studies Program is coming to Bates

Weather forecast for Puddle Jump

Midnight Breakfast

Friday’s snow storm

Trinity breaks the basketball hoop

BatesRates

Third consecutive title for these talented Bobcats. 

DarkMatter got snowed in. But our Instagram feeds never looked better. 

Who needs a backboard anyway?

$19 million launches us into the 21st-century, Bobcats!

Stuck in colder weather, maybe tomorrow will be better (nope, Saturday is colder).

Scrambled eggs with a side of nachos, please. 
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Question on the Quad
What’s your favorite ’90s song?

“I Want it that Way” by the Backstreet Boys
- Jess Wilson ’17

“Range Life” by Pavement
- Ben Pratt ’17

“Boyz in the Hood” by Easy E
- Adair Andre ’18

“The World is Yours” by Nas
- Bruno Zucarelli ’17

JOHN NEUFELD 
PHOTO EDITOR

Allegations of random security searches 
untrue according to administration

Claims that Security is con-
ducting random searches of student 
dorm rooms are not true, according 
to Vice President for Student Affairs 
and Dean of Students Josh McIn-
tosh, Associate Dean of Students for 
Student Support and Community 
Standard Carl Steidel, and Director 
of Security and Campus Safety Tom 
Carey. 

“We are not randomly going 
into students’ rooms,” McIntosh 
said. 

Due to an increased presence of 
Security in the dorms, as part of a 
community effort initiated by the 
Department of Security and Cam-
pus Safety, blatant violations of 
college or state policy are more fre-
quently detected. That is, Security is 
present in the dorms and therefore 
will notice if there are violations of 
college policy, such as the smell of 
marijuana or visible bottles of hard 
alcohol, to name a few. 

Carey explained that Secu-
rity placed an emphasis on getting 
to know students in the first-year 
dorms to set the tone in terms of 
safety and responsibility for their 
time a Bates. The desired end is that 
first-years would become familiar 
and comfortable with the Security 
Officers and understand their role 
on campus. 

“The fundamental issue with it 
is to try to have Security have a pres-
ence on campus in places where stu-
dents start to recognize them as part 
of the community, as a member of 
the community, and quite frankly a 
helpful member of the community,” 
McIntosh said. 

Steidel added that the moti-
vation behind the presence in the 
dorms and around campus is to 
“build relationships,” not just lim-
iting interactions with security to 
incidents involving conduct viola-
tions. 

Security’s staff underwent some 
changes over the last year, only just 
returning to a full staff earlier this 
fall. Though these changes were not 

“We are not randomly going into students’ rooms”

explicitly advertised, they are now a 
full staff and aim to be “consistent 
and even-handed” when handling 
violations of college policy. 

The increased presence of Secu-
rity facilitated a narrative that Secu-
rity Officers were present in dorms 
more often in order to get more stu-
dents in trouble or meet some type 
of quota. 

“There are no quotas, there are 
no expectations that they knock on 
a certain number of dorms or that 
they write off certain number of re-
ports,” Steidel said.  

“Never has been, never will be,” 
Carey added. 

When there are clear violations 
of college policy—such as loud mu-
sic, the smell of marijuana, or beer 
pong tables in common spaces—Se-
curity personnel have a responsibil-
ity to intervene. 

Students discussed these search-
es at the recent BCSG Town Hall 
meeting and via anonymous posts 
on Yik Yak. 

However, this reporter reached 
out to an alleged victim of one such 
search, but received no response be-
fore deadline. 

If a student feels they were not 
respected or that they were treated 
unfairly, McIntosh, Steidel and Car-
ey want to know of those incidents. 

These conversations need to be 
grounded in something “specific 
and correct,” McIntosh said. 

“I’ve heard quite a bit of conver-
sation around this, but nobody I’ve 
actually talked to that’s talked to me 
about this stuff has actually person-
ally experienced it,” McIntosh said. 
Reports of disrespect by a Security 

officer have come from second or 
third parties.  

According to college policy, Se-
curity maintains the right to enter 
any room at any time.

“The reality of the practice and 
the way that we’ve directed officers 
around the practice of that is to not 
just randomly enter students’ rooms, 
but when there is a reason to enter a 
student room, and it involves safety 
issues, to do so,” McIntosh said. 

On very rare occasions, a dean 
on-call can authorize the search of 
student’s room. More often than 
not, these authorized searches occur 
if a student is not cooperating or  if 
there is an overriding safety concern. 

“In reality, over the years that I 
have been here, when [authorized 
searches] have generally been used is 
because of some very specific infor-
mation that has been provided to us 
and the deans that we feel obligated 
to have to take action,” Carey said. 

“We do not think it is a wise 
or sound practice to be randomly 
going into students’ rooms, unless 
there is a reason to go into those 
rooms,” McIntosh added. 

Authorized searches are not the 
preferred means of addressing sus-
pected conduct violations. Coopera-
tion and understanding is the goal, 
and, more often than not, students 
are cooperative. 

“Fundamentally this is about 
relationships. What makes Bates 
special is its relationships...and we 
want to sustain and maintain those 
relationships while also realizing we 
have a responsibility to intervene in 
these situations,” McIntosh said.

Some well-known off-campus 
residences may not house Bates stu-
dents during the next academic year. 

125 spaces are allotted for off-
campus living, meaning 125 stu-
dents can live off-campus during 
one academic year. If more than 125 
apply, a random lottery process will 
determine which groups of students 
are permitted to reside off-campus.  

“We have long used 125 as it is 
a number that seems to work with 
students changing interest in off 
-campus housing,” Molly Newton 
’11, Associate Director of Residence 
Life and Health Education. “While 
some years we have many more than 
125 students interested in living off 
-campus, other years there has been 
considerably less interest.”

Permission to live off-campus is 
granted in a lottery process, similar 
to the housing lottery for students 
opting to live on campus.  

“To apply for off-campus liv-
ing, students must submit the ap-
plication for off-campus housing 
via Garnet Gateway,” Newton said. 
“The purpose of the application is 
to allow us to run the off-campus 
lottery using the same Garnet Gate-
way based procedures we use to run 
other lotteries.”

Only the students names are 
needed to complete the applica-
tion. An application based lottery 
is run, with each group treated as a 
unit and assigned one lottery num-
ber. The groups are randomized and 
125 students are approved to live off 
campus. 

Off-campus housing 
approval for 2016-
2017 year consistent 
with previous policies 
No plans to change number of spaces allo-
cated for off-campus housing next year

“The off-campus process is a 
true lottery based on randomiza-
tion,” Newton said. “We do not re-
view applications or approve some 
applications and reject others, and 
instead use the application as a way 
to communicate important infor-
mation to students considering off 
campus living. Any complete ap-
plication will be included in the 
off campus lottery. Every student 
is able to submit themselves for the 
off campus lottery, and has an equal 
chance at placement within the 125 
students who will be approved to 
live off campus.”

In rare cases, students who have 
had conduct issues in the past may 
be ineligible for off campus hous-
ing, “but these restrictions would 
originate from conduct procedures 
rather than the application process.”

While Residence Life does not 
work with landlords or help stu-
dents find housing in the commu-
nity, they do provide assistance on a 
case by case basis if off campus hous-
ing falls through and there are  no 
available rooms on campus. 

Despite the impending opening 
of 55/65 Campus Ave in the fall of 
2016, there are no plans to decrease 
or increase the 125 spaces allot-
ted for off-campus housing. While 
Housing values the mentoring rela-
tionship and leadership qualities of-
fered by seniors who live on campus, 
“we also acknowledge students con-
sistent request to have the option 
to live off-campus. We recognize 
the interest in this option, and have 
no plans to remove it completely,” 
Newton said.

Security’s goal is to build relationships with students and get to know the 
first-year students. MAX HUANG/THE BATES STUDENT
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How to survive winter at Bates (now that it’s actually here)

F.A.B.: Maine dancers connect

Sara Juli and Claire Porter perform 
“SHORT STORIES” at the Franco 

Center. RILEY HOPKINS/THE BATES 
STUDENT

See RAILS, PAGE 6

See WINTER, PAGE6

Rails: A tasty piece 
of history

HALLEY POSNER
RILEY HOPKINS
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1. Stock up on 
Commons Chocolate 
Chex, 19th Hole Trail 
Mix and Sleepy Time 
chamomile tea.

2. Break out the 
Bean Boots along with 
all your Patagonia par-
aphernalia.

3. Pack a rain coat, 
a ski hat and flip flops 
for the ever changing 
Maine weather.

4. Hunt down a 
person with a car to 
have Sunday River ski 
adventures.

5. Do your home-
work because profes-
sors will not cancel 

Decades ago it was just a train 
station. As a prevalent part of Lew-
iston’s colorful and booming mill-
town history, trains were a regular 
mode of transportation. Supplies, 
workers, equipment and now deli-
cious entrees at a reasonable price 
characterize this particular train sta-
tion in the heart of Lewiston.  As if 
the name doesn’t give it away, Rails 
is the newest and most unique up-
and-coming restaurant in this city 
that has transformed the historic 
Grand Trunk Station into an el-
egantly charming eatery you don’t 
want to miss. 

I went to Rails for the first time 
last weekend with my parents and 
two younger siblings. I had heard a 
few Bates students talk about it, so 
I suggested we go try it out. Much 
to our surprise, the GPS brought 
us to a small brick building on 
Lincoln Street and we immediately 
understood the concept. Approach-
ing the doors of the restaurant was 
like getting ready to board a train – 
the character was the same, and the 
signs were identical to the quintes-
sential Harry Potter nine and three-
quarters station sign. The wafting 
smell of fresh, hand-cut French fries 
overwhelmed our imaginations and 
we were quickly brought back to re-
ality. 

We walked in and could tell that 
the restaurant was renovated in or-
der to preserve the history of the sta-
tion. The middle bench that served 
as seating years ago was redone and 
utilized as part of the seating for sev-
eral tables. The windows are com-
pletely authentic, and old pictures 
of the actual station decorated the 
walls everywhere you turn. The bal-
ance between historic character and 
modern day furnishings was perfect-
ly manipulated. 

Director of Operations for the 
restaurant, Ileshea Stowe, said that 
“the interior consisted of plywood 
floors, empty walls and an unfin-
ished kitchen” when the current 
proprietors, Stephen and Claire 
Dick, took full ownership. “The 
appeal of this project was that 
both owners grew up in Lewiston, 
which made the Grand Trunk Sta-
tion personally appealing, as both 
are Franco-Americans. Like most 
citizens of Lewiston, their relatives 
came through this station,” Stowe 
said. “It was a way to revitalize the 
community that has played such an 
important roll in their lives.” 

Their menu is slightly limited, 
yet it brilliantly captures the es-
sence of Lewiston’s history. It also 
includes all-time favorites, like the 
Bates Burger. Stowe commented, 
“since we are right in the heart of 
Lewiston-Auburn we have chosen 

class.

6. Smart Wool. Al-
ways.

7. Take a picture 
of every snow fall, be-
cause if you don’t, the 
storm didn’t actually 
happen.

8. Wear extra pad-
ding because slipping 
on ice in front of Com-
mons is inevitable.

9. Avoid Alumni 
Walk AKA strongest 
wind tunnel in North 
America.

10. Exercise your 
right to complain be-
cause nothing com-
pares to a Maine win-
ter.

A snowy sunset on the Historic Quad. DANIELLE FOURNIER/COURTESY PHOTO

Delicious baked haddock with potatoes and asparagus. RILEY HOPKINS/ 
           THE BATES STUDENT

Low lights cast over Bates College. DANIELLE FOURNIER/COURTESY PHOTO

A fierce duo brings the Argentine 
Tango to F.A.B. RILEY HOPKINS/THE 

BATES STUDENT

Maine is definitely not the first 
state that comes to mind when we 
talk about dance. New York, Cali-
fornia and the Midwest might be 
on the list, but perhaps not Maine. 
The annual F.A.B. (Franco And 
Bates) performance, however, exem-
plifies just how prevalent dance is 
in Maine and how much all artists 
here value collaboration. Held at the 
Franco Center for Heritage and the 
Performing Arts on Cedar Street in 
Lewiston, F.A.B celebrated its elev-
enth dance showcase on Saturday, 
February 6.  

What makes this event so spe-
cial is how involved the Bates com-
munity is with both Lewiston and 
the rest of Maine’s arts communi-
ties. The contribution Bates makes 
is directly illustrated by the produc-
tion crew and the performers in the 
show. Carol Dilley, Chair of Theater 
and Dance Departments, serves as 
Artistic Director of the show. Han-
nah Miller ’14, currently serving 
as the administrative assistant for 
the Dance, Theater, and Rheto-
ric departments, was the Producer 
and Stage Manager of the show. 
Maya Cates-Carney ’16 operated 
the lights and Laura Pietropaoli ’17 
served as the Assistant Stage Man-
ager. With half of the production 
staff being represented by members 
of the Bates Dance Department, the 
arts community has a clear presence 
in this show.

The performance consisted of 
fifteen pieces by artists who have 
some tie to Maine. Mary Anne Bod-
nar ’16 opened the show with her 
senior Dance thesis solo, “Sparkle,” 
that she presented in the Fall Dance 
Concert on campus in December. 
The sound score for her piece is 
comprised of excerpts from Aziz 
Ansari Live! At Madison Square Gar-
den, Cutting and Women Who Kill.  
Bodnar uses these pieces of stand-up 
comedy to reveal the harsh reality 
behind the humorous presentation 
of what these comedians are talking 
about. 

The next piece was performed 
by members of Portland Youth 
Dance and choreographed by Dante 
Brown, the Artistic Director of 
Dante Brown Warehouse Dance in 
Brooklyn, NY. Brown was a visiting 
professor at Bates last year, and he 
set a piece on members of the Bates 
Modern Dance Company last se-
mester during a two-week residency.

Laura Peterson, a current visit-
ing professor in the Dance Depart-
ment, performed a highly physical 
and athletic solo entitled “get up.” 
She was continuously knocked 
down and beaten by her own physi-
cality, yet she fought the challenges 
and channeled her own physical, 
technical and mental strength. 

Another piece by a Bates Dance 
member, “Last Chance to Get It 
Right,” was choreographed and per-
formed by Kristen Stake and visiting 
professor Melinda Buckwalter. They 
put emphasis on live electronic mu-
sic and the use of random parapher-
nalia such as a mini fan, silly string, 
glitter, party banners and bubbles. 
It was an extremely unconventional 
way to perform a piece, yet it will be 
one to be remembered because of it. 

Jorge Piccole ’18 performed a 
hip-hop solo, “Don’t Forget,” where 
he presented choreography pro-
duced in the Bates studios. Piccole is 
also making another group piece in 
the Dance Composition class where 
he will choreograph on several other 
students throughout the semester. 
He will present the piece at the 
Spring Dance Concert in April. 

One piece that stood out the 
most was performed by Claire Por-
ter and Sara Juli titled “SMALL 
STORIES.” Resulting from a col-
laboration between the two artists, 
they created and rehearsed it at 

Bates and performed it at the Amer-
ican Dance Festival this past sum-
mer. Juli set a piece on Bates dancers 
last fall during a two-week residency 
where she facilitated the creation of 
textual content in her piece. Both 
Porter and Juli work heavily with 
minimal “dance” movement and 
put emphasis on talking, pedestrian 
gestures, unnatural sounds and ex-
pression of the general human ex-
perience. In this piece, for example, 
the two women were dressed in ball 
gowns and sneakers as they told 
short stories throughout the whole 
piece. In doing so, they created an 
ingenious composition on the stage. 
Their stories matched up with their 
movements and sounds, making as-
sociations with certain gestures.  At 
one point, Juli told a story of how 
she needed to wear red underwear. 
Towards the end of the piece, the 
artists simultaneously lifted up their 
gaudy ball gowns to reveal matching 
red underwear. Overall, the piece 
was hilarious, entertaining and bril-
liantly crafted. 

F.A.B. was a compilation of the 
best of what Maine’s dance commu-
nity has to offer. This performance 
brought all of the biggest names in 
dance together on the same stage 
to show just how intertwined every 
dance relationship is, and Bates is 
right in the middle of it all.

RILEY HOPKINS
CO-MANAGING ARTS & LEISURE 
EDITOR
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The Book Thief 
and the way 
Markus Zusak 
stole my heart

  1. “Bye Bye Bye” by NSYNC

  2. “I Want It That Way” by Backstreet Boys

  3. “Toxic” by Britney Spears

  4. “No Diggity” by Blackstreet

  5. “Jump” by Kriss Kross

  6. “What A Girl Wants” by Christina Aguilera

  7.  “Two Princes” by The Spin Doctors

  8. “Santoria” by Sublime

  9. “My Own Worst Enemy” by Lit

10. “1979” by Smashing Pumpkins

WINTER

RAILS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

When I was a little girl, I learned 
the difference between good tears 
and bad ones.  Bad tears belonged to 
scraped knees, while the happy kind 
came from laughing until my sides 
hurt and then laughing some more.

But sometimes, once in a blue 
moon, an author comes along who 
can blur the lines between pain and 
euphoria. Sometimes an author is 
talented enough to take these two 
opposing emotions, sort out their 
differences and knit them together.  
When this strange collision hap-
pens, it creates characters and a plot 
that stick with the reader long after 
the last page is turned. 

It is due to the aforementioned 
reason that part of my heart will al-
ways belong on Himmel Street in 
Molching, Germany. This suburban 
street is where Markus Zusak plants  
the characters of his wildly success-
ful novel, The Book Thief. The reader 
first encounters the street when its 
protagonist, Liesel Meminger, ar-
rives there to live with foster par-
ents.  The year is 1939 and Leisel is 
just about to turn ten.  I know what 
you must be thinking: if the book 
starts in 1939 then it must have 
something to do with World War II.  
And yes, you would be correct. The 
difference, however, is that Liesel is 
not Anne Frank. She does not need 
to hide in an attic, as she is a blonde 
Lutheran girl. Zusak reminds us, 
“Anything was better than being a 
Jew.” Conceivably, Liesel was safe.

This would be true if not for 
the Jewish man in her basement. 
Heck, it would be true aside from 
the fact that war is like a fire hungry 
for oxygen: it is belligerent and all-
consuming.

This author makes the bold 
choice of using Death as his narra-
tor. Yes, that is Death with a capi-
tal “D.” Through Zusak’s mastery, 
Death becomes a living, breathing 
tour guide, ready to direct the read-
er through Zusak’s story. It is Death 
who taunts the readers by saying, 
“If you feel like it, come with me. 
I will tell you a story.  I’ll show you 
something.” This third-person nar-

HALLEY POSNER
CO-MANAGING ARTS & LEISURE 
EDITOR

rator is crucial to understanding 
Liesel, Rudy, and Max, the man in 
the basement who carries a copy 
of Mien Kampf. Death breaks the 
fourth wall and comes off the page 
to interject explanations and context 
to scenes that make the plot flow in 
a cohesive direction.  Death reminds 
us, “I am not violent.  I am not ma-
licious.  I am a result.” It is best to 
keep this in mind.    

Through Death and Zusak, I 
saw Liesel grow up. I saw how the 
war affects a girl who is just trying to 
read and play soccer with the other 
kids on her street. It is Death who 
tells us of Liesel’s book-thievery and 
compels us to follow the story un-
til the end, even when all we really 
want to do is throw the book against 
the wall in protest at the unfair hand 
dealt to our characters. Through Zu-
sak’s words, I heard the sirens and 
felt the tremors of bombs shaking 
the ground. And most important 
of all, I was in the basement listen-
ing to Liesel read to the residents of 
Himmel Street as they wait for the 
bombs to fade.

I read this book for the first time 
when I was twelve.  This may seem 
like an odd choice of literature for a 
prepubescent girl to read.  However, 
in Zusak’s words, I found Liesel and 
Rudy: there was no better pair in the 
world. Liesel is resilient, brave and 
smart, while Rudy is the fastest run-
ner, mischievous and thoroughly in 
love with Liesel. Pairing these two 
together while juxtaposing them 
to all the troubles that came with 
World War II (air raids, food short-
ages, the Hitler Youth), I was given 
a glimpse of what my world would 
have looked like had I been born 
sixty-five years earlier.  

Every time I read this book, I 
have gone through a box of tissues 
and my face is all blotchy and red 
by the end. There is no other way 
to put it: this novel is extraordinary.  
From the prose to the characters to 
the story, everything is captivating. 
There is a reason this book was on 
the New York Times Bestseller list 
for over 230 weeks.

Through Zusak’s words, I 
learned that humanity is sometimes 
depraved, that broken hearts can 
mend through time and that, above 
all else, words have power.

to produce traditional French-Ca-
nadian dishes such as tourtier (meat 
pie) and salmon pie (a Friday night 
staple in this area) with slight em-
bellishments. We also feature items 
that are difficult to find elsewhere 
such as scotch eggs or variations on 
poutine.”

My family and I started the 
meal with fresh bruschetta and load-
ed potato skins. I’m always slightly 
skeptical when I try new restaurants, 
so I stuck to the Bates Burger: it’s a 
juicy 6 oz. burger patty with lettuce, 
tomato, onions and cheddar cheese 
stacked between a ciabatta roll.  My 
dad got the country fried chicken, 
which made me regret my basic 
choice, even though it was the most 

delicious burger I’ve ever had. My 
mom ordered the baked haddock 
which easily compared to any Bar 
Harbor restaurant’s fresh fish entree 
in the middle of prime fishing sea-
son. Overall, the food surpassed my 
expectations. We were also treated 
with excellent service and had a 
lengthy conversation about the his-
tory of the restaurant with the Gen-
eral Manager, Sharon White. 

The food and history aren’t the 
only things that will draw in a crowd. 
The crew at Rails strives to make the 
dining experience far different from 
any other restaurant. Stowe added, 
“we like to make each evening in-
teresting, so we offer Game Night 
on Wednesdays, Ladies’ Night (1/2 

90s
Playlist

Hannah Slattery ’18 poses with her snowy friend. HANNAH BEHRINGER/COURTESY PHOTO
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Our Country’s Good: Getting 
inside the minds of Australia’s 
first inmates

Australia. When we think of 
this island nation, some fun facts 
come up.  It’s the only country that 
is also a continent (my seventh grade 
geography coming in clutch with 
that tid-bit), it’s home to adorable 
kangaroos and, yes, at its inception, 
Australia was a penal colony for 
Britain’s criminals.    

This is the context in which Our 
Country’s Good is set. In 1980, Tim-
berlake Wertenbaker adapted this 
play from Thomas Keneally’s novel, 
The Playmaker. Chronicling the ex-
perience of British Royal Navy offi-
cers and their convict charges, this 
play-within-a-play structure allows 
the audience to more fully grapple 
with the hardships of settling a new 
country filled with convicts and 
their guards.  

Visiting Assistant Professor of 
Theater, Sally Wood, is directing 
this play at Bates. Wood revealed 
in an interview that the idea to do 
this play came to her at Convoca-
tion. “I can vividly recall the physi-
cal sensation of having my head spill 
over with thoughts of privilege and 
income inequality. As I listened to 
Danielle Allen, I jotted down Our 
Country’s Good?? on the front of my 
program.”

Having first come across this 
play while going to school in Ten-
nessee, it “always stuck with [her]” 
from then on. This play has great 
potential because it is an ensemble 
piece (there is no single individual 
lead), and it offers ideal acting and 
design opportunities. Wood noted, 

“What it says, or what I think it try-
ing to say, is what I find so compel-
ling.” In addition to the practicality 
of the piece, its message will reso-
nate with audience members long 
after they leave the theater.      

Directors have a lot to juggle 
when creating a show; they must 
communicate ideas with the actors, 
set designers and lighting designers. 
Wood emphasized, “Judy Gailen, 
our set designer, […] has done a 
beautiful job of taking a very clunky 
idea and making it delicate.” In any 
theater production, directors must 
somehow articulate all their ideas 
and get everyone else involved to 
understand the vision they are try-
ing to create.  Communication, like 
in anything else, is key.

I think we can all agree that 
without actors, the show literally 
could not go on.  At auditions for 
this play, there was “a very strong 
turnout.” As a result, it has a bigger 
cast than most other productions of 
this play.

Some parts of this play are dou-
ble cast.  This means that one actor 
plays more than one character. For 
example, Mara Woollard ’16 plays 
Reverend Johnson, who is “a higher 
ranking officer who came with his 
wife on the first fleet.”  She also plays 
Mary Brenham, “a young woman 
who falls in love with a man in Eng-
land and is tricked into stealing and 
sent to New South Wales (Austra-
lia).” These two characters are about 
as different as you can get.  It is a 
testament to the actors and their di-
rector that a show can run smoothly 
with this many quick changes.  

Allie Freed ’16 plays Liz Mor-

den, “who is referred to by all the 
convicts and officers in the colony as 
the most difficult and hardened pris-
oner.” It may be difficult to get in-
side the head of someone so callous, 
but Freed admitted, “I am so excited 
to bring Liz to life.  She is such a fas-
cinating and complex character, and 
even though her situation in life is 
quite unique, the themes that follow 
her throughout the play are themes 
to which we can all relate in one way 
or another.” 

As many teachers will admit, 
the best part about undertaking  a 
project at a school is the opportu-
nity to work with students.  Profes-
sor Wood is no different, as she told 
me that working with the students is 
the part of the process for which she 
is most excited.   

Professor Wood said, “I have 
never seen a previous production 
[of Our Country’s Good], so for me 
everything about this production is 
new.” This is an advantage because 
she has neither preconceived no-
tions in her head nor a little voice 
badgering her about all the ways her 
production is different from others. 
Going in blind allows for more of a 
creative license to be used, and the 
director can draw from what the 
script says instead of worrying about 
what other directors have done.

After all is said and done, Pro-
fessor Wood wants the audience to 
remember, “in our darkest, nastiest, 
most undeserving moments, we are 
all capable of just a little more.”

The opening night for Our 
Country’s Good is one month away.  
It will run from Thursday, March 10 
until Monday, March 14.

price drinks) and live music on 
Thursdays, and Guys’ Night (1/2 
price on all beers) on Fridays. We 
host craft and cocktails a few times a 
month, and we have hosted private 
parties and events and are available 
for limited catering.” Besides the 
community engagement that Rails 
participates in, the team at the res-
taurant is planning on a successful 
summer with outdoor seating and 
additional events. 

Rails offers the most unique 
dining experience around. Not 
many people have heard of it, but I 
am positive that, in no time at all, 
most members of the Bates com-
munity will have had the pleasure 
of consuming their homemade fries. 
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Women’s squash fifth, 
men second at NESCAC 
Championships
As senior Ahmed Abdel Khalek’s winning streak moves to 
58, Bates men make NESCAC finals before falling to Trinity

NOAH LEVICK
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

KYLE OLEHNIK
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s basketball clinches spot 
in NESCAC Championships 

The women’s basketball team 
picked up an important road win 
on Saturday heading into their final 
week of the regular season, defeating 
Trinity 77-61. It was not their only 
game, however, as the day before 
they took on undefeated Amherst, 
losing 63-44.

Sophomore Nina Davenport 
led the charge against an undefeated 
team Amherst squad with 15 points, 
scoring seven of the Bobcats’ nine 
points in the first quarter. However, 

Led by top seed and defending 
CSA national champion Ahmed 
Abdel Khalek ’16, Bates men’s 
squash finished second in the NES-
CAC tournament, the best showing 
in program history.

Ranked number 17 in the na-
tion, the Bobcats had few problems 
beating Wesleyan in the quarter-
finals, registering a 9-0 win. The 
semifinals against Middlebury, 
however, posed a much greater chal-
lenge. Seeking payback after a 5-4 
loss to Middlebury on January 8, the 
entire Bates lineup came through in 
the clutch. In most matches this sea-
son, wins from Abdel Khalek and 
second seed Ahmed Hatata ’17 have 
practically been guarantees. Against 

UPCOMING
HOME 

GAMES

Men’s Tennis 
 vs. Babson

Friday, 3/4 @ 4:00 p.m.

Women’s Basketball
 vs. Williams

Sunday, 2/14 @ 2:00 p.m.

Women’s Lacrosse 
vs. Wesleyan

Saturday, 3/5 @ 12:00 p.m.

Men’s Tennis 
vs. MIT

Saturday, 3/5 @ 1:00 p.m.

Women’s Tennis
 vs. Colby-Sawyer

Sunday, 3/6 @ 1:00 p.m.

Winter
Standings

Men’s Basketball Women’s Basketball

Team Conf. Overall
Trinity 7-1 16-6
Amherst 6-2 18-4
Middlebury 6-2 14-8
Tufts 6-3 17-5
Wesleyan 5-3 18-4
Williams 4-4 14-8
Conn. Coll. 3-5 12-10
Bowdoin 2-6 10-10
Colby 2-6 14-8
Hamilton 2-6 11-11

Bates    2-7   10-13

Team Conf. Overall
Tufts 9-0 20-2
Amherst 7-1 21-1
Bowdoin 6-2 17-5
Colby 5-3 13-9
Conn. Coll. 5-3 16-5
Williams 5-3 17-5
Middlebury 3-5 11-10
Bates 3-6 8-13
Hamilton 1-7 7-15
Wesleyan 1-7 7-13

Trinity 0-8 10-10

Middlebury, senior captain Caran 
Arora at number four contributed 
with an important four set win, 
while Anirudh Nambiar ’18, Coley 
Cannon ’19, and Carlos Ames ’17 
also recorded victories at five, six, 
and seven respectively. 

Perennial number one Trinity 
handled the Bobcats in the finals, 
winning the title by a 7-2 score line. 
Abdel Khalek picked up his 58th 
straight win with ease, 11-5, 11-3, 
11-6, and Hatata notched the other 
victory for Bates. Coach Pat Cos-
quer commented that a scenario  
where Abdel Khalek plays Hatata 
in the national championship finals 
“would be so cool. That would be 
huge for Bates and our program.”

The women’s team also started 
their NESCAC tournament with an 
impressive first round win, beating 

Tufts by an 8-1 margin. Unfortu-
nately, they were on the wrong end 
of an 8-1 match in their quarterfinal 
encounter with Williams, as num-
ber one seed Kristyna Alexova ’19 
had Bates’ only win. 

The Bobcats battled back ad-
mirably in the consolation bracket, 
defeating both Hamilton and Bow-
doin 6-3 to secure a fifth-place 
finish. Alexova (who ended the 
tournament 4-0) and co-captains 
Charlotte Cabot ’17, Emma Dunn 
’17, and Lauren Williams ‘16 each 
won their matches against Hamilton 
and Bowdoin. 

Bates’ women will travel to Ho-
bart this weekend, while the men 
are looking to find a substitute for 
the cancelled Rochester Invitational.
ships approach. 

Amherst, the number three team in 
the nation, went on a series of runs 
throughout the game that eventually 
gave them a 39-22 at halftime.

Juniors Allie Coppola and Ber-
nadette Connors helped keep Bates 
in the game, but a key 15-3 run by 
Amherst meant that they pulled 
away. Eventually, behind 40% 
shooting from the field compared to 
Bates’ 29.6%, Amherst got the vic-
tory.

The next day against Trinity, se-
nior Chelsea Nason scored a career-
high 22 points, which was crucial in 
Bates getting the victory. Davenport 

also continued her solid season, also 
scoring 22 points to go along with a 
career-high 15 rebounds.

With the victory, the Bobcats 
sit at 7-13 overall and 3-6 in the 
NESCAC at press time. The team 
also secured a spot in the NESCAC 
Championships, their first trip to 
the postseason since the 2012-13 
season.

The women will next be in ac-
tion on Friday when they hit the 
road to take on Babson. 
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Junior Malcolm Delpeche elevates against Trinity.
ALISON MACKAY/ THE BATES STUDENT
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Men’s basketball drops weekend games to 
Amherst and Trinity

Home losses mean that Bobcats must rely on others in order to make NESCAC playoffs

Hill ’17 breaks her own team record in 60-meter hurdles

GERALD NELSON
STAFF WRITER

GRIFFIN GOLDEN
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Women’s track wins Maine State title, men finish third

With their third place finish at 
the Maine State Meet, Bates men’s 
track and field run of three consecu-
tive state titles came to an end. Bates 
scored 47 points, which was one 
shy of Southern Maine for second 
place. Bowdoin took the title with 
175 points, while Colby took fourth 
with 81 points and St. Joseph placed 
last with one point. 

Senior captain Nick Margitza 
had a dominating performance, tak-
ing first place in both the shot put 
and weight throw. He threw for 54 
feet and 6 inches in the shot, and in 
his first weight throw of the season 

he was able to throw a meet best 55-
3.5. Margitza is currently sitting at 
sixth in Division III in the shot put. 
Another notable performance came 
from sophomore Rob Flynn, who 
won the 400-meter dash with a time 
of 51.15, 0.04 ahead of the runner-
up. Other top performers included 
sophomore Jack Kiely, who won the 
1,000 meters in 2:34.30, sopho-
more Adedire Fakorede, who took 
runner-up to Margitza in the weight 
throw with a mark of 54-2.75, ju-
nior captain Patrick Griffin (second 
in the 800 meters, in 1:58.01), and 
first-year Mark Fusco (second in the 
600 meters with a time of 1:22.31). 

While the men snapped their 
streak, the women added to theirs, 
taking home their third straight 

Maine State Meet, scoring 214 
points. Coming in second was Col-
by with 176.5 points, in third Bow-
doin with 149.5 points, in fourth 
Southern Maine with 138 points, in 
fifth Husson with 38 points, and in 
last place St. Joseph with six points.

Bates relied heavily on the depth 
of their team in this highly competi-
tive meet, only winning two of the 
events at the meet. Junior Claire 
Markonic won one of the two, as she 
won the 400-meter dash in 1:00.30, 
and first-year Ayden Eickoff took 
the other victory, winning the 800 
meters in 2:17.94. That puts her 
sixth all-time on Bates’ performance 
list in that event. Some honorable 
mentions go out to junior Jess, Wil-
son who placed second in the mile 

with a career best time of 5:01.83, 
moving her to fourth all-time on 
Bates’ performance list in this event. 
Senior Alexis Dickinson placed sec-
ond in the 60-meter dash with a 
mark of 8.02 seconds, and Allison 
Hill took 0.07 seconds off of her 
own team record in the 60-meter 
hurdles. She then broke her former 
record of 9.08 seconds with a mark 
of 9.06 in preliminary rounds, then 
went on to finish in 9.01 seconds in 
the final. Hill placed in the top three 
in three events: she was second in 
the 60 hurdles in 9.01 seconds; she 
also placed second in the 200-meter 
dash with a time of 26.24, and was 
third in the 60-meter dash, finishing 
in 8.14 and moving into third place 
on the team’s all-time list with a pre-

liminary time of 8.11. 
Hill was very pleased with the 

team’s performance, commenting, 
“It was really exciting to get our 
third consecutive state meet title. 
We have a pretty young team and 
the fact that we only won two events 
just goes to show the real depth of 
our team. Every person did their 
absolute best and contributed to the 
overall team score in some way. I’m 
looking forward to championship 
season to see everyone’s performanc-
es improve even more.”

Both the men and women will 
next be traveling to Boston to com-
pete in the BU Invitational this 
weekend. 

The Bates men’s basketball team 
took two tough losses this weekend 
against NESCAC foes, Trinity and 
Amherst. Two of the top teams in 
the conference, the Bantams and 
Lord Jeff’s, proved to be a little too 
much for the Bobcats to handle. 

The Bobcats played Amherst in 
front of a packed Alumni Gym on 
Friday night. The game began with a 
resounding dunk by junior forward 
Marcus Delpeche to put Bates up 
2-0 just two seconds into the game. 
After seeing his twin throw it down, 
junior Malcolm Delpeche was ex-
cited. “It was actually a tip-off play 
drawn up by coach,” Malcolm said, 
“we felt pretty good after it worked 
exactly as planned.” 

Despite a barrage of long jump-
ers from Amherst sophomore guard 

Johnny McCarthy, Bates kept the 
game close for the rest of the first 
half. McCarthy channeled his inner 
Stephen Curry by hitting a buzzer 
beating 30-footer to put Amherst 
up 41-33 at halftime. 

Amherst began the second half 
on an 18-6 run, which put the Bob-
cats in an extremely difficult hole. 
However, Bates did not give up and 
put up a fight against the number 
11 ranked team in the country. Ju-
nior guard Jerome Darling provided 
great energy off the bench, show-
casing his playmaking and shoot-
ing ability. Malcolm Delpeche pro-
tected the paint and used his length 
to block two shots. Senior captain 
Mike Boornazian provided four re-
bounds, two steals, and 17 points. 

The Jeffs showed why they are 
one of the best teams in the country, 
using their size advantage and sharp-

shooting to win 88-69. Sophomores 
and Jayde Dawson led the way for 
Amherst. Dawson scored 22 points, 
collected two rebounds, and dished 
out eight assists. McCarthy scored 
20 of his 25 points in the first half, 
and had a game-high 13 rebounds. 

Bates had little time to recover 
from Friday’s loss, because the Trin-
ity Bantams traveled to Lewiston 
on Saturday. The Bobcats had extra 
motivation for this game because 
Trinity sent them home last season 
in the Sweet 16 of the NCAA tour-
nament. Unfortunately, this attempt 
at revenge had to be postponed three 
hours, because Trinity’s 235-pound 
junior Ed Ogundeko, otherwise 
known as “Baby Shaq” shattered the 
backboard in warm-ups. Ogundeko 
is one of the elite big men in the 
NESCAC. Eager players and fans 
watched as the Bates custodial staff 
assembled a brand new backboard.  

Honoring the seniors in their 
last home game, Bates looked extra 
hungry for a win when the game 
finally began. Coach John Furbush 
started all three seniors (Josh Brit-
ten, Boornazian, and Mike Newton) 
to pay homage to their successful 
Bobcat careers. But it was sopho-
more Justin Zukowski who was on 
fire Saturday evening. Zukowski 
drew two charges and splashed five 
threes en route to a career-high 19 
points. Malcolm Delpeche said af-
ter the game, “He (Zukowski) was 
schwapping! I was really happy to 
see it, and it gave our team a big 
boost in the second half.” 

Bates began the game strong, 
trailing by only four points at half-
time. But after a three from captain 
Rick Naylor with 10:42 left in the 
second half, Trinity was up 56-33. 
Behind Zukowski’s energy off the 
bench, the Bobcats still battled and 

brought the game within 10 points 
with 3:32 remaining, as Boornazian, 
Newton, and Britten left it all out 
on the floor in their last game in 
Alumni Gymnasium. A win, how-
ever was not in the cards. Trinity 
came away with the 78-66 victory, 
led by senior Andrew Hurd. 

Bates men’s basketball will finish 
out their regular season this week as 
they travel to Bowdoin on Tuesday 
and Williams on Sunday. They still 
have a chance at making the NES-
CAC playoff, but their fate is out of 
their hands.

 Malcolm Delpeche is optimis-
tic about their chances. “We just 
have to compete in our last two 
games, and hope the basketball gods 
are in our favor,” he said. Hopefully 
the Bobcats will make a return to 
the postseason. 

From left to right: Evan Ferguson-Hull ‘17 and Allen Sumrall 
TOM LEONARD ‘78/COURTESY PHOTO

First-year Nick Lynch drives through the Trinity defense. ALISON MACKAY/THE BATES STUDENT

Allison Hill ’17 competes in the hurdles.  TOM LEONARD ‘78/COURTESY PHOTO

Claire Markonic ‘17 sprints out of the blocks.   TOM LEONARD ‘78/COURTESY PHOTO
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