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Istanbul, Brussels and Paris

Two Bates students are currently studying in Istanbul, where terrorist attacks 
occured on March 19. HANNAH TARDIE/COURTESY PHOTO

This year students, faculty and 
staff took a “Walk of Fame” in a 
gilded Gray Cage for the annual all-
college Gala. Guests shuffled from 
the swing band in the Gray Cage to 
this year’s cover band, Hot Date, in 
Alumni Gym. The Bates Photogra-
phy Club managed to capture some 
of the night’s excitement, including 
a surprise confetti drop brought to 
you by the same jokesters that de-
livered a spoof Chase Hall Commit-
tee email around noon on Thursday. 
The chocolate fountain and giant 
meat slab were a hit, as usual. Stu-
dent feedback was positive. “I don’t 
think I moved from the chocolate 
fountain,” said first-year Sam Pierce. 
“I thought this was my favorite one 
yet,” said senior Gracie Wright. “The 
band in Alumni had great energy!”  
A special thanks to Facility Services 
and the Commons staff for making 
this year’s Gala a special one.

After the March 19 bombing in 
Istanbul, two Bates students study-
ing there gained a firsthand experi-
ence of the fear and isolation a ter-
rorist attack brings. 

Zaynab Tawil and Hannah 
Tardie chose to study in Istanbul, 
Turkey, for their semesters abroad. 
Tardie is at Koc University on a 
CIEE program and Tawil studies at 
Bogazici University with IES. 

They are the only Bates students 
currently studying in the country. 
Tawil lives only one metro stop 
away from the recent attacks. 

The Off-Campus Study Office 
reached out to Tawil and Tardie 
two days after the bombing at the 
intersection of Balo Street and Is-
tiklal Street. The explosions killed 
four people and wounded 36 others, 
according to the Guardian’s report 
from March 19. 

Both Tardie and Tawil’s indi-
vidual abroad programs first alerted 
Bates about the attacks on Saturday, 
March 19 at 8:31 a.m. and 9:37 
a.m, respectively. The Off-Campus 
Study Office reached out to Tardie 
on Monday, March 21 at 2:07 p.m., 
after her mother contacted the of-
fice, and Tawil at 3:41 p.m. 

Associate Dean of Students and 
Director of Off-Campus Study Ste-
phen Sawyer was out of town and 
“knew they were fine,” because the 
program had already contacted the 
office.

 “We rely on the programs to 
provide immediate emotional well-
being and follow up since they are 
on-site, know the setting, can moni-
tor the students, and have staff in 
place whom the students know,” 
Sawyer said in an email to The Stu-
dent. 

Unlike other colleges and uni-
versities with a larger student body, 
Bates does not run its own abroad 
programs, aside from the annual Fall 
Semester option. Sawyer explained 
that Bates carefully selects these 
abroad programs, especially with 
regard to safety, choosing schools 
that “have the depth of resources to 
respond to crises with whatever is 
needed, not constrained by cost is-
sues or inadequate staff.” 

However, Bates does indeed 
play a role in connecting with stu-
dents abroad and their families in 
times of crisis. “I agree that Bates 
has a role to play in reaching out to 
students as they react to these awful 
events; however, we are not first in 

line,” Sawyer said. 
Bates’ response to the Turkey at-

tacks seemed, to some, however, to 
falter in comparison with the Col-
lege’s responses to other recent inci-
dents. 

There was no contact immedi-
ately following the attacks in Istan-
bul—no email was sent after the 
bombings to the students on cam-
pus, nor to the rest of the students 
studying abroad. 

Yet an email to all the students 
abroad was sent March 23 after the 
March 22 explosions in Brussels. 
No student was studying there, as 
Bates has no approved program in 
the country. There are reports of one 
student who was in the area for a 
connecting flight.

When asked why no email was 
sent to the students in Turkey in 
light of the prompt and widespread 
response following the incidents in 
Paris and Brussels, Sawyer said the 
explosions in Turkey were “viewed 
as a different scale of exposure.”

“The nature of the Bates re-
sponse varies with the context of 
each situation, with the scale of the 
incident and the exposure of Bates 
students the key variables,” Sawyer 
said in a follow up email to The Stu-
dent. 

Dean of Students Josh McIn-
tosh spoke to The Student regarding 
re-evaluating the Bates protocol for 
addressing such situations. While 
only two students were studying in 
Istanbul, this does not make them 
“any less important,” McIntosh said 
in a phone call with The Student. 
He also discussed the importance of 
the ground level response from the 
host programs, but there are things 
that Bates can do from afar. 

In the aftermath of the Paris 
attacks, USA Today reported that 
some large schools were considering 
implementing automated response 
systems to track their students. 

McIntosh noted that large uni-
versities like Syracuse have around 
800 students abroad at a time 
through their own abroad program, 
while Bates has around 150 students 
abroad per semester.  

“We are able to leverage our re-
lationship differently,” he said, due 
to the small size of Bates. McIntosh 
encourages students to discuss their 
grievances with him so that Bates 
can improve.

“France was different because 
we had students very much exposed 
to the bombs there,” Sawyer said. A 
Bates student was in fact at the Stade 
de France when the bombs went off 

At Bates, myths about secret un-
derground tunnels abound. Perhaps 
because it’s so darn cold to walk any-
where in the winter. Many are theo-
rized to exist: Lane Hall to PGill. 
Lane Hall to Hathorn. Nash House 
to the Barn. Commons to your 
dorm (only dreamed of ). Bardwell’s 
basement to Lewiston Variety. Yel-
low House’s basement to a sinkhole. 
The list goes on.

However, the most widely dis-
cussed tunnel today is the one ru-
mored to connect Ladd Library to 
the adjoining Coram Library. When 
I asked Ben Cuba ’16, studiously 
sharpening his pencil on Ladd’s first 
floor, about the purported tunnel, 
he responded immediately. “Oh 
yeah,” he said, pointing his pencil 
towards the mélange of stone and 
brick paving that sits between the 
new and old libraries. “This place 
has gotta cover something.”

“Where do you think it goes?” 
I asked.

“To the bomb shelter,” Cuba re-
sponded. “Where else?”

As with any institution that has 

been around since the Cold War, 
there have been rumors for years 
about a bomb shelter on the cam-
pus. An article in the December 7, 
1973 edition of The Bates Student 
referred eleven times to an “infa-
mous bomb shelter” and alleged 
that it was hidden in the basement 
of Lane Hall for the President and 
Trustees’ personal use. However, 
an October 1976 Student article 
entitled “Let’s Explode the Bomb 
Shelter Myth” revealed that what 
was long rumored to be the shelter 
was disappointingly the Lane Hall 
mailroom.

Since the bunker-busting of 
that theory, however, speculation 
fell upon another Cold War era con-
struction, the architecturally con-
founding Ladd Library, completed 
in 1974. Its odd brick structure is 
the embodiment of sturdy, and its 
basement backs directly up to the 
elegant and majestic Coram Library, 
itself built in 1902. Nine other stu-
dents I spoke to said they thought 
Ladd’s deep bowels held some sort 
of secret, and hypotheses were many. 
A tunnel to Coram? A bomb shelter? 
A top secret archive? “Where they 
store confiscated hard alcohol,” one 

student suggested wryly. I set out to 
investigate for myself.

Tipped off by an informant 
behind the Circulation Desk, I de-
scended to the Periodicals section, 
the rectangular zone which looms 
above the Basement’s main study 
area. The deeper I delved, the more 
the aesthetic changed from Ladd’s 
typical bland three-color chic (gar-
net, forest green, red oak wood) to 
that of a Reagan-era bunker. The 
brick walls were painted with sterile 
white paint that curled from years 
of inattention. Pipes and metallic 
cross-beams crisscrossed the walls. 
Gray utility boxes with scientific 
names such as “Panel Top Cir. #7” 
and “Gas Ctl. #6” popped out from 
all directions. The traditional wood 
of Ladd’s stacks gave way to gun-
metal gray shelves, claustrophobi-
cally packed together.

I squeezed past a rusting ther-
mometer on the wall that read 63 
degrees. Who needs a thermometer 
in a library? Holes in the wall were 
stuffed with stringy yellow tufts of 
insulation. Was I in a library or an 

            FEATURE
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What to do when 
you’re feeling 
blue

Religious motivations 
and the war to come

MARY SCHWALBE
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR

ADRIAN MELENDEZ-COOPER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

With finals just around the 
corner, most students are feeling 
the pressure of performing well on 
exams. However, this stress affects 
everyone in different ways. Some 
people seem to power through it 
with no problem, but for other 
people, the stress becomes an un-
bearable burden. This doesn’t make 
those students who have trouble 
battling stress weaker or less capable 
than their seemingly unflappable 
classmates—everyone reacts to 
high-stress situations differently and 
everyone has different needs when 
it comes to self-care. Unfortunately, 
while it is fairly easy to acquire a 
dean’s notice when suffering from 
a physical illness, the same can’t 
exactly be said when one requires a 
mental health day.

Bates’ Health Center has won-
derful resources for those struggling 
with symptoms of depression or 
other emotional distress, including 
counseling and a sun lamp for those 
dealing with seasonal affective disor-
der. If you were going through a cri-
sis or even a great deal of stress, the 
Health Center would be more than 
happy to give you the tools to dis-
cuss these issues with your professor. 
But let’s say you wake up one morn-
ing and the reality of how much 
work you have to do dawns on you, 
or you are struggling with problems 
with friends or family, and the idea 
of going to class, let alone getting 
out of bed, feels like an impossible 
feat—what should you do then?  
We all feel like this sometimes. No 
one is immune to this situation. You 
could go to the health center, but 
appointments to meet with coun-
selors sometimes have waiting pe-
riods of over a week, and you need 

rest right now. In my opinion, being 
‘brave’ and going to class can be det-
rimental to your emotional health at 
this point. ‘Powering through’ isn’t 
giving your body and mind the rest 
they need. Maybe you just need a 
day off—maybe even just half a day. 
Would you feel comfortable email-
ing your professor and telling them 
you need a mental health day?

Many professors list in their syl-
labus that students are allowed one 
or two unexcused absences before it 
impacts their grade. Some profes-
sors allow none. I think that Bates 
should have a policy that easily gives 
students a pathway to communicate 
with professors if they need to take 
a pause in order to rejuvenate their 
mental health. Our school’s men-
tality is so often centered on being 
‘strong,’ taking on huge loads of 
work, and pulling all-nighters, but 
this can easily take a toll on our stu-
dent body, especially when there is 
so much pressure to ‘keep up’ with 
everyone else. A policy that encour-
ages students to understand their 
emotional needs would make our 
campus safer by emboldening stu-
dents to take control of their own 
mental health.

Most professors would probably 
be very understanding if you spoke 
with them about any struggles you 
are having in your personal life or 
dealing with regarding your course 
workload, but initiating this conver-
sation when you are already over-
whelmed and not sure how they 
will react can be terrifying. Having 
an official school statement about 
how these situations should be ad-
dressed would make students much 
more willing to speak up when they 
feel they cannot safely or healthily 
attend class without overexerting 
themselves emotionally. 

So here we are again. On the 
22nd of March, just months after 
the carnage in Paris, the world was 
witness to another round of sav-
agery, as innocent men, women and 
children were massacred at an air-
port in Brussels. The body count at 
the time of writing is 31. ISIS has 
taken credit for the attack. 

At this point, I hope I do not 
need to tell you what the reaction of 
the world has been. If you are cu-
rious, just take the time to look up 
what your favorite public figure had 
to say about Paris in November, and 
it should fit quite nicely for Brussels. 
It’s quite possible the world has run 
out of original things to say about 
terrorism. One narrative you often 
hear is that the perpetrators of such 
attacks are not “true” Muslims or 
that they have twisted the faith to 
fit political goals. I want to convince 
you that this narrative is a lie. 

Islamists are Muslims who seek 
to impose Islam on all aspects of 
public life, often through acts of 
violence. Not all Muslims are Is-
lamists. What I will be critiquing 
in this article are either Islamists or 
Islamic ideology, by which I mean 
the scriptures of Islam (the Quran 
and Hadith) and the example of the 
Prophet Muhammad. 

There is a misunderstanding 
about what motivates Islamists. And 
how this is possible I cannot fathom, 
as Islamists are telling the world, ad 
nauseam, what motivates them. This 
point will be made clear with a cou-
ple of examples. Here is ISIS on its 
use of sex slaves: 

“Yazidi women and children 
[are to be] divided…amongst the 
fighters of the Islamic State who 
participated in the Sinjar operations 
[in northern Iraq] … Enslaving the 
families of the kuffar [infidels] and 
taking their women as concubines 
is a firmly established aspect of the 
Shariah that if one were to deny 
or mock, he would be denying or 
mocking the verses of the Koran and 
the narrations of the Prophet … and 
thereby apostatizing from Islam”

ISIS argues that not only did 
the Prophet endorse sex slavery, but 
that to reject his actions and words 
is to reject Islam. Boko Haram, the 
ISIS-affiliated group, also makes this 
argument in defense of sex slavery. 
And when one reads the Surahs, 
there is very little there to split hairs 
about theologically. In no uncertain 
terms, God permits the Prophet to 
“lawfully” possess wives who are 
prisoners of war (33:50-51, 4:24).

The act of sex slavery is not the 
only crime defended by Islamic ide-
ology and, consequently, Islamists. 
In defense of suicide attacks, the Tal-
iban also borrows from the Quran 
(2:207):

“And there is the type of man 
who gives his life to earn the plea-
sure of Allah: And Allah is full of 
kindness to (His) devotees.” 

This line, they claim, is God’s 
sanction of martyrdom, which be-

comes all the more necessary in de-
fense of the faith. The edict seems 
to have had an effect. According to 
the University of Chicago Project on 
Security and Terrorism, since 2002, 
Muslims have committed 87% 
of the suicide attacks in the world 
when the religion of the perpetrator 
is definitively known.

Speaking of jihad, scripture is 
once again the justification of holy 
war within Islamist circles. Read the 
letter which was attached to secular 
filmmaker Theo van Gogh’s mutilat-
ed body. To justify both van Gogh’s 
murder and the threats against 
Ayaan Hirsi Ali, Islamists make ex-
plicit reference to the Quran (80:34-
42) and cite a “war against Islam.” 
This letter states that the “blood of 
martyrs” will bring Islam to victory. 

What all these examples have 
in common is the confession of an 
explicitly religious motivation. This 
is key to understanding what drives 
Islamists and what kinds of attacks 
to expect in the future. That is not 
to say that all or even most Muslims 
adhere literally to their religious 
texts. Clearly, the majority of nomi-
nal or moderate Muslims interpret 
their religious documents peaceful-
ly. And this is a good thing. 

Yet far too many still live in the 
shadow of Islamic dogma. And this 
is a problem. If you are still dubi-
ous, I encourage you to look up the 
Pew polls which show, among other 
things, that 74 percent of Muslims 
in the Middle East believe that 
Sharia should be official law, and, of 
those, 56 percent believe the death 
penalty is the proper punishment 
for leaving Islam. 

Some will say that Islamists do 
not really believe their doctrine, and 
are motivated by geopolitical dis-
putes or economic disparity. This 
has a kernel of truth. Islamists will 
often claim certain terrestrial mo-
tivations. But behind these claims, 
there is always the backdrop of theo-
logical conflict. 

For instance, one of ISIS’ prin-
ciple gripes is the infamous Sykes-
Picot Agreement, dividing much of 
the Middle East between the French 
and British Mandates without con-
sideration of religion. But why was 
the arbitrary division of the Levant 
such a problem in the first place? 
Many, myself included, would say 
that the Europeans did not realize 
the pre-existing theological disputes 
in the area, and thus did not foresee 
the years of sectarian violence which 
would arise as a consequence. One 
hardly needs to explain the extent to 
which religion underpins this “po-
litical” conflict. 

But the explanation I just gave 
is not exactly the concern raised by 
ISIS. According to ISIS, the agree-
ment was a problem because it put 
borders on Islam. The Christian 
crusaders had no right to split up 
“Muslim Land,” never mind that 
this territory was home to millions 
of non-Muslims. And once again, 
the same language and reasoning is 
used by other Islamist groups, such 
as Al-Qaeda. Here is what Osama 

Bin Laden had to say in defense of 
9/11:

 “For over seven years the Unit-
ed States has been occupying the 
lands of Islam in the holiest of plac-
es…turning its bases in the Penin-
sula into a spearhead through which 
to fight the neighboring Muslim 
peoples.”

This is the language of someone 
who sees the world as a collection of 
religious domains in conflict. Thus 
we see how Islamists view even os-
tensibly political grievances (Euro-
pean Imperialism, the U.S. presence 
in Arabia) in terms of religious af-
filiation. 

Why do we doubt the religious 
motivations of Islamists? When 
Christians speak against gay rights, 
who among us doubts that they are 
doing so primarily for religious rea-
sons? Who claims that they’re “not 
true Christians” when they quote 
Leviticus? Oftentimes, these people 
(e.g. members of the Westboro Bap-
tist Church) are desperate to quote 
verses from their texts, and often-
times they’re supported by a literal 
reading of their texts. Yes, the Bible 
says homosexuality is an abomi-
nation (Leviticus 20:13). Yes, the 
penalty for apostasy is death in Is-
lam, according to Sahih al-Bukhari 
4:52:260. Yes, the Quran condones 
slavery (Quran 24:32).

It is grating when people use 
#prayforparis or #prayforbrussels. 
Religious piety is precisely what is 
killing our brothers and sisters. We 
can argue all we want about inter-
pretations, but the bottom line is 
Islamists are driven by their faith 
and the scriptures do not explicitly 
contradict them.

None of the terrorist acts com-
mitted by Islamists makes sense 
without religious motivation. Politi-
cal oppression does not explain the 
murder of aid workers, or the attack 
on Charlie Hebdo, or the killing of 
Theo van Gogh, or the destruction 
of world heritage sites and national 
treasures at the hands of ISIS. Dis-
abuse yourself of the notion that 
the principles of Islam (the Quran, 
the Hadith, and the example of the 
Prophet) are unequivocally peaceful. 
And disabuse yourself of the notion 
that people do not actually believe 
in these principles. 

We find ourselves in an ideolog-
ical war with the religious doctrine 
driving these fanatics to action. Not 
just the interpretation offered by re-
ligious fundamentalists. We are at 
war with the principle that any book 
is sacred. We are at war with the idea 
that any man is more than a man. 
We are at war with the notions of 
martyrdom, jihad and the ummah, 
which serve to divide our world 
into sectarian communities divided 
along religious lines. And we are at 
war with the example of the Prophet 
and his empire, who spread the 
faith with the sword and commit-
ted atrocities on their path to world 
domination. This is a war we can ill 
afford to lose, and the sooner we ac-
knowledge its existence, the sooner 
the fighting can begin in earnest.
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Vaccines, censorship, and 
Robert De Niro
AMAR OJHA
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR
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          comic orner

by Mary Schwalbe

Did you know one day in Com-
mons, nearly 38 lbs. of food was 
wasted just by spills on the counters 
alone? If that’s the common prac-
tice, that adds up pretty quickly, 
averaging to about 10,000 lbs. of 
waste a year, according to a poster 
provided by Dining Services. And 
that’s just the food that gets wiped 
off the counters. 

Not everyone is lucky enough to 
have three meals a day prepared for 
them by trained professionals and 
culinary artists—not to mention 
that these are some of the kindest 
staff members on the Bates College 
campus. Imagine how undervalued 
they must feel when people are care-
less and disrespect the food they 
work so hard to create.

Leaving tea wrappers on the 
counter, dropping food on the floor 
and leaving it for someone else to 
pick up, or dumping lemons in the 
fountain drink dispenser are a few 
behaviors that are an unfortunate 
occurrence in the dining hall. We 
see it everyday. Plenty of us have sat 
at a table covered in spills and food 
remnants, or grabbed the serving 
tongs only to find them covered in 
sauce, or sticky with jam. And I’m 
sure everyone at one point or anoth-
er was the cause of these spills. 

Some of this may be a matter of 
mere discomfort. For others, how-
ever, it is a matter of their personal 

Forum >> 

THE BATES STUDENT STAFF
Common(s) Courtesy

safety. Cross-contamination is a seri-
ous matter, and Dining Services has 
made extensive efforts to ensure the 
well-being of all students with food 
allergies or dietary restrictions. 

Back to the jam example:- but-
ter and jam makes toast all the bet-
ter. Using a utensil that has already 
come into contact with nut butter 
or peanut butter, however, contami-
nates the jam for the rest of the cam-
pus community and makes the food 
extremely dangerous for anyone 
with a food allergy. 

Heard this all before? Have you 
seen the signs posted at various sta-
tions? Sure you have. Now it’s time 
to take it to heart. 

Those cross-contamination 
signs are not in vain. The nut and 
peanut butter station does not exist 
by chance. Everything Dining Ser-
vices does is intentional and meant 
to make everyone’s meal time in 
Commons a happy and safe one. 

“New” Commons as we know it 
today opened in the Winter of 2008 
and has been staple of many stu-
dents’ Bates experience. It is a social 
place, a community gathering place. 
Time, energy and heart go into the 
food that is put out each day for us 
to enjoy. So the next time you go up 
for seconds (or thirds), think care-
fully about how you treat the food, 
and the people, who make our din-
ing experience feel like home. 

Robert De Niro’s Tribeca Film 
Festival has recently decided to can-
cel the screening of one of its most 
controversial films. In doing so, De 
Niro has taken a powerful stance 
against a threat to society that largely 
goes unnoticed—scientific illiteracy. 

Politicians have demonstrated 
the extent of the damage that can be 
done when they fail to grasp, con-
sider or even value objective reality. 
An incomplete understanding of 
women’s reproductive health, or a 
politicized notion of climate change 
as a liberal hoax, can and does result 
in people losing rights, individuals 
being harmed, our ecosystems being 
threatened—and often, destroyed. 

The film in question, “Vaxxed: 
From Cover-Up to Catastrophe,” 
is a documentary asserting an as-
sociation between vaccinations and 
autism. The premise of the film, as 
well as the concerns of many “anti-
vaxxers” stem from a fraudulent arti-
cle published in 1998, which raised 
concerns surrounding MMR vac-
cines. The study has been described 
as “the most damaging medical hoax 
of the last 100 years.” The author be-
hind the study, Andrew Wakefield, 
was stripped of his license to prac-
tice medicine, and would later go on 
to release the film in question.

De Niro, the son of an autistic 

father, initially had plans to screen 
the film at the prestigious film fes-
tival to allow “opportunity for con-
versation around an issue that is 
deeply personal to me and my fam-
ily.”  The famed actor’s decision to 
screen the film was met with intense 
opposition, but De Niro, who also 
has a child with autism spectrum 
disorder, maintained that “it is criti-
cal that all of the issues surrounding 
the causes of autism be openly dis-
cussed and examined.”

And in a sense, Robert De Niro 
is right. It is crucial to consider all 
of the relevant factors in an issue, 
particularly in cases where one side, 
such as the “anti-vax” movement, is 
heavily unpopular. Film, as do all 
forms of art, presents a platform for 
individuals to express ideas, regard-
less of their popularity, and as such, 
remains an important medium for 
controversial topics.

De Niro finally made the deci-
sion to pull the film from the festi-
val after discussing the matter with 
members of the scientific commu-
nity, a including a Vanderbilt medi-
cal professor who later recalled, “the 
entire board as well as Mr. De Niro 
have learned a lot in the last several 
days.” Following the meeting, De 
Niro said “we do not believe it con-
tributes to or furthers the discussion 
I had hoped for.”

And this is the significance of 
that decision. De Niro, someone 
who can personally relate to a pro-

vocative topic—one that affects 
him and his family deeply—can sit 
down with those who may know 
more about the issue and have an 
open conversation about it. And 
moreover, he is willing to change his 
mind on an issue if and when there 
is a sufficient reason to do so. 

By pulling the film from the 
festival, De Niro sent a loud and 
clear message—that this film does 
not promote the sort of discourse 
we need, and that factual engage-
ment on provocative matters is bet-
ter than empty assertions. Further-
more, we, as a society, ought to be 
able to acknowledge and respect 
objective reality by remaining will-
ing to change our minds if there is a 
compelling reason to do so, despite 
how uncomfortable or inconvenient 
the truth may be. 

As such, De Niro didn’t shy 
away from the idea of changing his 
mind out of embarrassment for be-
ing wrong; instead, he accepted his 
misunderstanding and changed his 
mind. He acted in accordance with 
what he now knows to be true: that 
a faux study of 12 children, with al-
tered data, has cost the world far too 
many lives, while scientific illiteracy  
has safeguarded horrific conditions 
that should have been eradicated 
years ago. And that subsequent 
follow-up studies featuring over a 
million children have found no re-
lationship between vaccinations and 
autism spectrum disorder.  
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Senior shines at 
Blake Street Towers

Is Bates 
Today 
working? A four-year career in community 

engagement

On average 60-65 
percent of students 
open Bates Today 
daily

$11,000 is on the line for the best group of 
entrepreneurial Bobcats

November 13. 
In an email obtained by The 

Student, the Off-Campus Study 
Office contacted the three students 
in Paris at 10:10 p.m. on the night 
of the attacks there. Vice President 
for Student Affairs and Dean of Stu-
dents Josh McIntosh soon followed 
the next morning (November 14) 
at 9:36 a.m. with a campus-wide 
email. This email was then forward-
ed to the rest of the students study-
ing abroad Sunday, November 15.

Before Tardie and Tawil left for 
Turkey, Sawyer did contact them 
after the January 12 bombing in Is-
tanbul to discuss their options: con-
tinue with their plans, switch pro-
grams, or return to Bates. The office 
made contact with these students 
again February 12 to check in with 
them following their arrival. 

“The only faculty member be-
sides Dean Sawyer that has commu-
nicated with me was my volleyball 
coach, Coach DeRan,” Tardie said 
in an email to The Student. Coach 
DeRan contacted Hannah hours af-
ter the attacks. Other Bates students, 
abroad and on campus, reached out 
to Tardie as well. 

Besides the contact Monday af-
ternoon, Tardie and Tawil said there 
was no other contact from admin-
istration. 

“It is strange to feel so connect-
ed to one part of the Bates Com-
munity, and yet feel so rejected and 
isolated by another,” Tardie said. “It 
is so easy to be isolated abroad, and 
the last thing I expected was to feel 
isolated by members of the Bates 
community.”

After the attacks, both Tardie 
and Tawil had the option to return 
to the U.S., but neither would re-
ceive Bates credit for their course 

work. 
“I will absolutely finish my 

studies,” Tawil said. 
Tardie will also remain in Istan-

bul to complete the semester, but 
the atmosphere of their abroad ex-
perience has definitely changed. 

“The weekend of the attack was 
the emptiest I have ever seen Istan-
bul in my time here,” Tawil said. “It 
is a city of 13 million people. I live 
in one of the most crowded areas, 
popular areas. No one was outside. 
The streets were empty at rush hour. 
You looked into the eyes of your 
neighbors and felt absolutely noth-
ing. It was like the fear and tension 
had forced the evacuation of their 
bodies, not just the city.”

“It is a hard dance between the 
survival life goes on’ performance 
and spending time to grieve, allow-
ing yourself to fall victim to fear, to 
loss, to circumstance,” Tardie said.

Both students have made deeper 
bonds with Turkey as a result of this 
tragedy. 

“In choosing Turkey I made the 
commitment to myself to join in 
a country that I knew was at risk,” 
Tawil said. “I have the privilege of 
being able to leave whenever I want 
to an arguably safer and protected 
community in America; I don’t be-
lieve it would be fair for me to ex-
ercise that privilege because I am 
‘afraid.’ Everyone is afraid. I won’t 
leave the community now.”

As the threat of terrorist attacks 
persists, colleges and universities 
may need to review procedures for 
responding to acts of terror abroad 
and preparing their students to 
grapple with the reality of these cri-
ses.

industrial warehouse? My heart 
started to pound. A piece of graf-
fiti—scrawled on the wall by some 
poor soul who had likely wandered 
down unwittingly thirty years ago 
and never escaped—cried Destruc-
tion is a Form of Creativity! At best, 
this place could be a bomb shelter. 
At worst—a tomb!

At the end of a row of long-
forgotten periodicals (like the baf-
flingly named American Review of 
Reviews, 1928-1934), I hit the jack-
pot! My heartbeat accelerated as I 
turned a corner to find a metal door 
built suspiciously like a bank vault’s. 
It was huge, green, and  had tripli-
cate levels of security: a traditional 
lock, a keycard scanner, and impres-
sively, two fire alarms. A sign read 
in bold letters, “Emergency Exit 
Only: Push Until Alarm Sounds.” 
Very fishy. What are they hiding? I 
pushed my ear against the cold met-
al. Only a tantalizing silence from 
the other side. If there was a secret 
bunker or tunnel, it had to be here.

I wasn’t about to be foiled by 
a locked door, I thought, as I hast-
ily ascended to the fresh air. I had 
done some prior research in Muskie 
Archives and had found mentions of 
a structure called the “fishbowl”—
an extension to the back of Coram 
built in 1947. When Ladd was 
completed, its basement swallowed 
the Fishbowl whole and integrated 
its walls, which give the front of 
the Periodical section its distinctive 
brick-window appearance. I har-
bored hopes that the architects had 
left some sort of connection to get 
me through that door.

Exiting Ladd, I jogged over 
to Coram Library. Even though 
Coram is home to some of Bates’ 
most modern technologies—in-
cluding a 3-D printer and a device 
with the descriptive name of Nikon 
Stereoscopic Zoom Microscope 
SM71500—the building still feels 
irrepressibly old. It classical façade 
speaks to old-world elegance, and its 
front doors still have anachronistic 
wrought-iron gates engraved with a 
royal European fleur-de-lis pattern. 
There had to be something hidden 
down there.

I’d never been in the basement 
of Coram, and from the sound of 
it, neither have most other people. 
Julie Retelle at the Library’s circula-
tion desk informed me that in an-
cient times some student clubs used 
to meet down there, but no longer. 
Multiple staff and faculty members 
who have offices in Coram’s quiet 
second floor said that they only went 
down there if compelled. “I just go 

down there to use the bathroom,” 
said Matt Duvall, Imaging Center 
Manager. “It’s not a very pleasant 
space.” Intriguing.

Upon descending the stairs, I 
found out why. Ladd’s periodicals 
were spacious compared to Coram’s 
cramped intestines. The only light 
came from the windows two floors 
above, illuminating the dust piling 
up on the floor. There were doors 
all around. I tried rusting handle 
after handle. All locked. Finally, 
after fumbling my way past a pair 
of freezing 1950s-era bathrooms, I 
reached an open door.

It creaked open, and I found 
myself in a pitch-black, crypt-like 
hallway. Pipes and boilers ran along-
side the wall. On the ground was 
a mammoth machine that looked 
like an ancient steam engine, with 
broken pressure gauges and funky 
spouts. Funky. As I felt my way 
along the wall, I realized that it was 
made of the same white-painted 
bricks in Ladd’s bunker of a periodi-
cal section. Was I getting warm?

In my zeal to examine the wall, 
I failed to see the set of metal stairs 
that appeared at the end of the hall-
way. With a Clang! I tripped down 
all six, ultimately slamming my 
shoulder on the dusty ground. I 
cursed to myself as I reached for my 
iPhone and flipped on the flashlight. 
The floor around me was filled with 
substantial tumbleweeds that had 
taken up permanent residence years 
ago. My eyes widened, however, 
when I looked in front of me.

I had landed directly in front 
of a large blue door with a massive 
bronze handle. I pulled the handle. 
Nothing. However, my heart leapt 
as I gazed at the security safeguards 
running alongside the door’s frame: 
One lock! One keycard scanner! 
Two fire alarms! 

Was this forgotten portal the 
fortress-like door that I found in 
Ladd’s Periodical section? Had I 
found the secret passageway between 
the libraries, or was I just delirious 
from all this time underground? 
I’d gotten so twisted around in the 
basement that it was impossible to 
tell which direction was what. If I 
had to guess, that door likely holds 
the key to the Ladd-Coram tunnel 
myth. However, as my informant at 
the Circulation desk reminded me 
later with a smile, there are many 
more locked doors in the basement 
of Coram and Ladd. Are there many 
more tunnels or other hidden trea-
sures? I guess you’ll just have to find 
out for yourself.

The entrepreneurial spirit of 
some Batesies comes out in the form 
of Bobcat Ventures, a student orga-
nization that inspires and rewards 
students who innovate and develop 
their own business pursuits. It is a 
place where students explore various 
business models in the Bates way. 
Ideas bounce around in an “environ-
ment where you can get feedback 
from your peers and from outside 
mentors” said senior Ben Wilentz. 
He added that students also attend 
workshops in “communication 
skills, specifically dealing with dif-
ficult conversations that may come 
up over the course of developing a 
business.” The Student sat down 
with one of the leaders, junior 
Creighton Foulkes, to gain a better 
understanding of the decision-mak-
ing that occurs in the club.

The Bates Student: What are 
some of the business proposals that 
have been introduced?

Creighton Foulkes: Ideas in 
the competition this year range from 
a team hoping to put a smoothie 
cart on campus to two seniors build-
ing on a thesis project. The team 
is creating drones with their own 
software to be used for real estate 
companies and private events pro-
viding videography and photogra-
phy services. Other ideas include a 
service designed to connect students 
with internships in a particular city 
so that they can more efficiently ar-
range housing options. There is also 
a web development and social media 
marketing company that has already 
completed a few projects. There are 
seven teams competing.

BS: Why has there been an in-
crease in the funding provided?

CF: Funding has been increased 
partly due to the success of the com-
petition along with the fact that we 
have been working with the Ad-
vancement Office to raise the funds 
as well. [This year, the grand prize 
totals to $11,000, compared to last 
year’s $5,000.] We are extremely 
grateful for the support from alumni 

Anyone who is a part of the 
Community Links listserv is used 
to receiving emails from Matt Gee 
with the subject line, “Brunch at 
Blake Street Towers Sunday!” How-
ever, for those Batesies who are un-
familiar with Gee, he is a member 
of the class of 2016. He will gradu-
ate with a degree in neuroscience, 
a minor in education studies, and 
general education concentrations in 
philosophy and psychology. In ad-
dition to his studies, Gee has spent 
the past four years doing extensive 
and important community engaged 
work in the Lewiston-Auburn area.

In his first year at Bates, Gee 
began his work in the community 
as a member of the FYS “Explor-
ing Education Through Narratives,” 
a course that required 30 hours of 
fieldwork. Gee was then recruited 
by a Student Volunteer Fellow to 
volunteer at Blake Street Towers. 
Despite his early exposure to com-
munity engagement, he said he was 
still hesitant to get more involved. 
When the fellow that recruited him 
took the winter semester off, how-
ever, Gee decided to take on the 
challenge. 

Since then, he has organized 
and led a group of student volun-
teers at Blake Street Towers and has 
become a Student Volunteer Fellow 
himself. Gee describes his decision 
to get more involved as a great one. 
“I am so glad I did it,” he said. “It 

has taught me all of my time man-
agement skills and improved my 
confidence and leadership skills.” 

Most importantly, though, Gee 
says his work in the community has 
helped him make connections while 
doing things he enjoys, like cooking 
and interacting with elderly people 
who are often lonely. Gee said it is 
important to him to create opportu-
nities for elderly Lewiston residents 
to socialize by creating a connected 
community. One such connection 
Gee has made is with a 94 year-old 
woman, Betty, who Gee describes as 
his surrogate grandmother.

Gee’s work with Blake Street 
Towers is not all he does. Over the 
years, Gee has also been involved 
with the YWCA of Central Maine, 
Lewiston Baha’i, Park Avenue Junior 
Youth Groups, Montello Elementa-
ry, and Tree Street Youth. However, 
he says all of these connections have 
come as a result of the initial inter-
actions he made with the commu-
nities in the Lewiston-Auburn area. 
Gee says that his high involvement 
in the community is his way of try-
ing to address some of the problems 
Lewiston is facing, such as cultural 
tensions.

Gee explained that his involve-
ment in the community has allowed 
him to be aware of his privilege at 
Bates. As a result, he has practiced 
“empathy, love, patience, and im-
proved [his] interpersonal relation-
ships.” Hopefully, Gee’s shoes will 
be filled by a Batesie also eager to 
engage with communities in the 
Lewiston-Auburn area.

that we’ve received and the compe-
tition wouldn’t be possible without 
their support.

BS: What did the winners do 
with last year’s prize money?

CF: The team that won last year 
was an app that could create an im-
age overlay sequence from taking a 
video.  It never made it to the App 
Store, but we are working on a bet-
ter system to hold the teams ac-
countable for the use of the prize 
money. 

BS: What is the purpose of the 
workshops and how can students 
utilize them properly?

CF: The workshops have been 
led by alumni and people from the 
Maine community.  These include 
Don Gooding from the Maine 
Center for Entrepreneurial Devel-
opment, Reid Christian, an alumni 
currently working in venture capital 
in Boston for Battery Ventures, and 
Ross Brockman, one of the founders 
of Downeast Cider.  These are just a 
few of the workshops that we’ve held 
which are designed to help students 
focus on their ideas as well as learn 
more about what it takes to start and 
build a company along with the dif-
ferent stages of the startup process. 
These workshops also hope to con-
nect students with Bates alumni and 
make them realize the possibilities 
and advantages of being an entrepre-
neur with a liberal arts background. 

According to Ned Donaldson, 
a recent Bates alum and winner of 
the Bobcat Ventures, the business 
ideas are presented “via slide deck 
to a panel of judges throughout the 
course of an afternoon during short 
term. After that, the judges delib-
erated and chose 1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
place companies based off of the 
viability of the business plan and 
strength of product.” Donaldson 
chose to split the money he received 
because they were all going to reside 
in different locations. This year’s 
competition will take place April 2 
at 11:00 am. 

The daily consolidation of 
emails about dance performances, 
guest speaker presentations, school-
sponsored parties, and more can be 
found in the inbox of every Bates 
community member in the form of 
the Bates Today.

The numbers show that the 
Bates Today is widely read.  Accord-
ing to Kim Trauceniek, Associate 
Dean of Students for Campus Life 
and a regulator of the Bates Today, 
“On average, 60-65 percent of stu-
dents open [the Bates Today email] 
each day.” She added, “Approxi-
mately 25-30 percent of recipients 
click on something in each day’s 
email.” 

 Gabriella Shpilsky ’19 is a part 
of the first class to experience the 
Bates Today without previous ex-
posure to the “Announce” listserv. 
“Every day I skim [the Bates Today] 
and read anything that is pertinent 
to me,” Shpilsky said.  

David Unterberger ’19 says al-
though he occasionally misses an 
issue he “almost always read[s] it in 
Commons if [he’s] up early before 
class.” 

Unlike the “Announce” listserv, 
the Bates Today is highly organized 
and regulated. The Campus Life 
staff compiles and reviews all sub-
missions. A detailed list of rules 
regarding submissions has been 
compiled--it can be found at http://
quad.bates.edu/guidelines. 

In 2014, Nick McCarthy ’15, 
Audrey Zafirson ’16 and Andrew 
Segal ’17 led a project to develop a 
more effective way of mass-commu-
nicating with students. The students 
first collected data about the previ-
ous email listserv by surveying Bates 
peers and facilitating focus groups in 
order to understand what was wrong 
with the old system and what they 
could do to remedy its failings. 

The trio found that students 
had been receiving over 30 emails 
on many days and that many of the 
emails pertained to activities many 
students had little interest in. Ac-
cording to Trauceniek, “many stu-
dents reported never opening An-
nounce emails or creating filters in 
Gmail to move them directly into 
Trash.” 

What the students craved, the 
students received. Bates Today, a 
single daily email system informing 
students of each day’s events and of 
upcoming events, was unveiled dur-
ing Short Term 2015. 

Although the Bates Today has 
been proven to be effective, the 
Campus Life staff and the Student 
Government are proposing more 
changes to increase communication 
across campus.

The Quad website, which in-
cludes a user-friendly list of each 
day’s events and announcements, 
is not heavily utilized, according 
to survey feedback from the Bates 
community. The website also in-
cludes recent athletics results, a daily 
Commons menu, weekly weather 
information for Lewiston, and links 
to Garnet Gateway, Lyceum, email, 
and the Bates directory.

The Quad website will be re-
vamped later this spring in order to 
make it a useful homepage for Bates 
students, faculty and staff to access 
necessary Bates-specific resources 
in one spot. For Campus Life staff 
members, the goal is to make the 
Quad as useful to “the college’s 
internal audiences” as the bates.
edu site is for prospective students, 
alumni and parents. 

Trauceniek, speaking on behalf 
of the Bates Campus Life team, adds 
that they “would of course like to see 
higher engagement rates, and hope 
to in time as people become more 
accustomed to Bates Today.” She 
said, “At the end of the day, it’s up to 
the students to read it if they want 
to be aware of what’s happening on 
campus.”
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Excellent Daughters tells 
us that whispers can be as 
powerful as shouts

See AFRICANA, PAGE 6

Batman, Superman and 
a whole lot of other stuff 
(Spoiler Free)
MATTHEW WINTER
STAFF WRITER

HALLEY POSNER
CO-MANAGING ARTS AND LEISURE 

Africana Fashion Show
The Africana Fashion Show 

took place on March 25 in Olin 
Arts Center. With everything from 
modeling to West African dance 
and song, this performance truly 
captured the rich culture and diver-
sity of the African continent as well 
as at Bates. Gift Kiti ’18 expressed 
that “this is the one time where we 
engage together in celebration of 
who we are through dance, song, 
poetry and fashion showcasing. For 
many of us, it is a way of keeping 
in touch with the African continent 
and its array of culture and tradi-
tion. Most importantly, this annual 
event builds and strengthens the re-
lationship between the African com-
munity here at Bates and the African 
diaspora in Lewiston.”

This event fostered an im-
mensely high attendance as more 
faculty, students and community 
members came to see and support 
the vibrant African culture on our 
campus and in Lewiston. Kiti said, 
“Crowd favorites were the Dance 
off, featuring participants from the 
audience, the West African Mu-
sic and Dance Ensemble and the 
Africana Dance group’s highly 

Fret not, Batman v. Superman 
is nowhere near as terrible as the 
reviews say it is. Actually, it isn’t ter-
rible at all—it’s pretty good! Simply 
that the movie has both Batman and 
Superman together is enough to put 
a grin on your face for most of the 
movie, and the addition of Wonder 
Woman will be enough to put you 
over the edge.

As with many Zack Snyder 
films, style is more important than 
substance. The plot of the film is 
not exactly clear of holes and the 
storyline relies very heavily on im-
possible coincidences. As with any 
Batman film, we open with the 
murder of Bruce Wayne’s parents. 
That scene surprisingly comes into 
play later in the film in an interest-
ing way. Despite the plot holes, the 
film does not go in the direction 
you would expect. The plot is very 
different than The Dark Knight tril-
ogy, which is nice to see. The trail-
ers did ruin some plot twists, such 
as the villain, Doomsday, or even 
the reveal of Wonder Woman. Even 
worse, Doomsday and the circum-
stances surrounding his creation are 
the worst and most predictable parts 
of the movie. The last half hour is 
very predictable, which makes the 
movie’s ending less impactful.

Yet, Wonder Woman is by 
far the best part of the movie. 
Gal Gadot is awesome as Wonder 
Woman—her character is so cool 
and in charge of every scene she is 
in. Her solo movie will certainly be 
amazing. Furthermore, the theme 
song that comes on whenever she 
is on screen is amazing. It is differ-
ent for the rest of the score which 
makes Wonder Woman’s scenes feel 
special and separate from the rest of 
the movie. She can fight and it looks 
like she could have beaten both Su-
perman and Batman together. She’s 
the adult in this movie. 

Ben Affleck is just as good if not 
better than Christian Bale. He gets 
to spend more of the movie as Bruce 
Wayne than Batman, which allows 
him to create a fully formed Bruce 
Wayne. Henry Cavill is a respectable 
Superman, neither amazing nor ter-
rible. It’s still impossible to believe 
that Superman can be on national 
television with his face fully in view 

“Well-behaved women sel-
dom make history.” Pulitzer Prize-
winning historian Laurel Thatcher 
Ulrich famously wrote these words 
which have snowballed and taken 
on a life of their own. This quote 
reminds me that, while sometimes 
only the loudest voices are recorded 
in the history books, it does not 
mean that the quieter ones in the 
background were any less powerful.

In her book, Excellent Daughters: 
the Secret Lives of Young Women Who 
Are Transforming the Arab World, 
New York Times reporter Kather-
ine Zoepf brings years of her jour-
nalistic research together to show 
her readers what the average young 
woman in the Middle East is doing 
to subvert the social norms and to 
change her situation for the better. 
This nonfiction book is a culmina-
tion of many tireless hours of re-
search and interviews conducted in 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia 
and other Persian Gulf countries. 
Through a candid presentation of 
facts, Zoepf invites an in-depth look 
at the lives of these Muslim women.

At the end of her prologue, Zo-
epf writes, “...if there’s anything I 
hope to do with this book, it is to 
make the case for small gestures: the 
world changes because a daughter 
makes slightly different decisions 
from the ones a mother made.” 
Not everything can be the all-out 
smack-down bra burning rallies of 
the 1960s that the United States 
identifies with our gender equality 
movement. In these Middle Eastern 
countries, there is very little separa-

and then he can put on glasses and 
be completely unrecognizable. With 
not so subtle metaphors, the film 
spends a ton of time positioning Su-
perman as God.

Films centered around a fight 
between two of the most popular su-
perheroes is an odd decision to start 
with. For some reason both DC and 
Marvel have decided to do just that, 
with Marvel’s Captain America: Civ-
il War coming out in May. 

The motivations between Su-
perman and Batman’s fight is a little 
forced, but it is not how the trailers 
paint it out to be. The fight is not 
a cop-out and there is a clear win-
ner to the fight. The battle is very 
visually striking with each hero pull-
ing out all the tricks they have while 
still looking super cool when they 
get beat up. There is not much new 
when it comes to the fight: one hero 
finds a way to get the upper hand 
and proceeds to beat up the oppo-
nent, until the other finds a way to 
get the upper hand. Luckily the film 
does not center around the fight, 
and so its sketchy beginning and 
resolution of the fight do not bog 
the film down too much. 

Be prepared for Inception-esque 
dream within a dream sequences 
which of course are packed with 
metaphors that people will be writ-
ing analyses about for the com-
ing weeks. The sequences all raise 
questions and plant seeds for future 
movies (either for Justice League or 
possibly for a Batman solo movie). 
One of the dreams randomly pops 
up in the middle of the movie and is 
probably the most important scene 
in the movie (and arguably the cool-
est) as it provides the biggest hint of 
things to come. Other dreams hint 
at Batman’s tortured past and even 
Superman’s past. 

Overall, Batman v. Superman 
is an experience worth having. 
There are problems with the plot 
and how the film juggles being its 
own movie, while being a prequel 
to Justice League. Seeing the Trinity 
of Batman, Superman and Wonder 
Woman together for the first time 
on screen is absolutely awesome. 
The DC universe may never top 
Marvel’s universe, but with Sui-
cide Squad, Wonder Woman, and 
of course Justice League coming up 
soon, you cannot ignore this movie 
and the DC universe. 

tion (if at all) of Church and state, 
where being a “pure” Muslim girl is 
vital to procuring a good marriage 
that will elevate the status of her en-
tire family.

Much of Zoepf ’s book is devoted 
to educating the audience about the 
lives of these Muslim women, show-
ing readers how the young women 
view themselves and also how their 
society views them. As an informed 
member of the world, it is best to 
get varying opinions from different 
people on the same issue. This may 
minimize bias. In the United States, 
there is a stereotype that all young 
women brides are unwilling or un-
aware of the horrible hand life dealt 
for them.  But is this really true? 

One of Zoepf ’s sources named 
Enas, a seventeen-year-old girl who 
works at the local religious school 
teaching little girls Koranic studies, 
added her opinion. In Zoepf ’s book, 
Enas said, “‘Non-Muslims think 
that the woman here has no right, 
that she is depressed […] They don’t 
understand that in fact Islam is the 
only religion that has given women 
their rights. This is what we believe. 
This is what we want to explain.” 
This is an opinion that Zoepf openly 
reports in her book. Although this 
is different from the author’s own 
opinion, its inclusion shows the au-
thor’s dedication to presenting dif-
ferent voices, regardless of her per-
sonal views.

Each of the book’s chapters is 
devoted to a different country she 
has visited from 2004 to 2011.  
Throughout the different chapters, 
the reader gets a distinct feel for the 
populations and learns to distin-

guish between these countries. After 
reading this book, I now know that 
women in Lebanon are stereotypi-
cally thought of as the “most pro-
miscuous virgins in the world” while 
I also know that the Saudi women 
are seen as the most independent. 

One anecdote particularly 
struck me. Mouna, a twenty-year-
old sales girl in Cairo reports that 
she is an empowered and proud 
member of the Egyptian Revolution 
of 2011.  However, her story, Zoepf 
notes, is much “too brief.”  

On January 28, 2011, three days 
after the Revolution began, Mouna 
witnessed a girl being beaten by a 
police officer.  Instead of just being 
a bystander, Mouna approached the 
officer “asking why he had no pity.” 
The officer responded by using foul 
language towards her. Zoepf writes, 
“Mouna was so aghast and, without 
pausing to think, she slapped the of-
ficer.” The officer, and many more, 
then beat Mouna; she ultimately 
lost an eye.  However, when Zoepf 
spoke to the girl about this event, 
“she said, she was proud of her time 
as a protester.  Even though she had 
only been on the streets for a matter 
of minutes, Mouna would always be 
able to tell people that she had been 
part of Egypt’s uprising.”

Big events are made up of small 
actions. The world may not be the 
best it can be yet, but Zoepf reminds 
us that, with girls like Mouna, it is 
well on the way.  In the immortal 
words of Tina Fey, “B**ches get stuff 
done.”  One way or another, women 
will help make this world a better 
place. 

 

The fashion show features different dance styles that our stu-
dents bring to the stage JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUENT

Students show off their African culture at the fashion show 
JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT

Superman and Batman duke it out. KATE BOUCHARD/THE BATES 
STUDENT
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Always an 
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Spring Dance Preview: 
Featuring creativity 
and exploration

Spring has sprung and that 
means it’s time for the Spring Dance 
Concert. The Theater and Dance 
Department hosts the concert each 
year to showcase the pieces choreo-
graphed by students in Intermediate 
and Advanced Composition cours-
es.  

Student choreographers hold an 
open dance day in the first week of 
winter semester as a way to choose 
their casts. Rehearsals commence as 
soon as possible and students work 
on the performance throughout the 
semester. 

Many pieces in the concert were 
created by experienced dancers who 
are also first-time choreographers. 
One choreographer in Intermediate 
Composition, Riley Hopkins ’18, is 
putting together a piece in collabo-
ration with his dancers for the first 
time in his career. He noted that 
this piece “didn’t go as planned…I 
totally didn’t expect the piece to be 
what it is now.” To find inspiration, 
his cast watched Beyoncé’s “Forma-
tion” music video as well as other 
pop-culture sources and drew ideas 
from the movements therein. Cre-
ating a piece means that you can 
take whatever creative liberties with 
your movements that you wish, and 
Hopkins enjoyed exploring all the 
possibilities with his cast.  

Since the choreographers have 
influence over who is in their cast, 
they have some liberty with what 
type of movement vocabulary they 
want their dancers to have.  Keila 
Ching ’18 selected a cast of movers 
experienced in ballroom dance, thai 
kick-boxing, soccer, lacrosse, cross 
country, and theater to augment the 
movements that she choreographed. 
Each dancer was able to generate 
some original material. Their unique 
movement backgrounds allowed 
their movement to be drastically 
different from both each other and 
what Ching would have created. 
Ching said, “It is through this mix-
ture of vocabularies that my piece 
has been created.” 

Charlotte Cramer ’19 had an 
exceptional experience choreo-
graphing a piece this winter. Her 
piece discusses the inner workings 

of the human mind, such as the way 
the mind thinks and the way we feel 
emotions. She was able to take emo-
tions and experiences from her life 
and put them into a piece. She said 
that it has been “the most amazing 
experience of [her] life.” Further, ex-
ploring the impact that lighting and 
sound score have on the perception 
of emotions and movement has en-
hanced her piece and elevated it to a 
higher level.

The composition process as a 
whole emphasizes the meaning be-
hind movement, and it can raise 
questions that dancers hadn’t previ-
ously addressed.  As each choreogra-
pher explores their piece’s meaning, 
the piece itself may change. 

In Advanced Composition, 
Mallory Cohen ’17 created a piece 
utilizing the movements of her 
dancers as inspiration. Her piece 
started as an exploration of dance 

and recovery of the joy it can bring, 
in recognition of the difficult tech-
nique classes dancers often take and 
how they may limit personal expres-
sion. With that background, Cohen  
expanded her piece to discuss fe-
male sensuality through movement, 
as this “allows us to say who we are 
disregarding what society tells us we 
should be.” She also has been work-
ing with musician Ned Thunem to 
compose an original piece for her 
movement.

  Other pieces in the concert will 
highlight a feeling of home, comedy, 
and explorations of the self, as well 
as two senior theses in Dance by 
Mary Anne Bodnar ’16 and Kelsey 
Schober ’16.  

Come see all of these lovely 
works created and managed by your 
very own Bates peers this weekend.  
Concerts are Friday, Saturday, Sun-
day and Monday, and you can re-
serve your tickets online. 

Going to dinner in L/A tends 
to be a Bates favorite, no matter 
where it is. Last Friday night, Grit-
ty’s was calling my name. The cute 
and quaint bar and grill sits on the 
corner of Main Street and Court 
Street in Auburn, and it never fails 
to provide a lively atmosphere and 
an excellent dining experience with 
a group of friends. 

As one of the most prominent 
and successful breweries originat-
ing in Portland’s Old Port, Gritty 
McDuff’s started brewing and serv-
ing its own beer and offering deli-
cious food in 1988. However, they 
have been doing more than just 
serving first-class beer and delicious 
meals; they also give back to the 
community through sponsorships 
with The Dempsey Challenge (a 
Bates favorite), Trek Across Maine 
and Good Shepherd Food Bank. 
Plus, you can get your own Gritty’s 
merchandise! Who doesn’t want an-
other t-shirt? 

As a group of seven ravenous 
19 and 20 year-olds, my friends 
and I headed to the restaurant Fri-
day night and were certainly satis-
fied. While their menu was short 
and slightly limited, it offered the 
perfect variety of sandwiches, ap-
petizers, salads, burgers and steak. 
It wasn’t overwhelming, which is 
always a plus because no one like 
having too many options, especially 

when it comes to money and food. 
I ended up with a steak and cheese 
panini, while other selections at the 
table included ale-battered chicken 
sandwiches and juicy burgers. 

The wooden picnic tables and 
the old hardwood floors that creak 
at every two feet only add to the 
restaurant’s character and charm. 
It wouldn’t be complete without 
various paintings on the walls and 
sporting events on the TVs, making 
the atmosphere comfortable, casual 
and perfect for chill conversations 
and good times. Huge windows 
overlook the Androscoggin River on 
one side and the city-like street on 
the other. 

Sarah Curtis ’18 truly enjoyed 
her visit to Gritty’s. “The service was 
quick, the food was great. It’s an ex-
cellent place to go if you’re just try-
ing to have a nice off-campus dinner 
with your friends. Ten out of ten 
would recommend this place. The 
staff was all really friendly and made 
the space lighthearted and enjoy-
able. The restaurant was definitely 
oriented towards younger people 
and was very comfortable for the 
college audience.”

Gritty’s has won countless 
awards for their ale in festivals across 
Maine and across the country, in-
cluding “Maine’s Best Brew Pub,” 
“Best Maine Microbrew” and “Best 
Bar,” among others. However, you’ll 
have to experience the food and at-
mosphere for yourself in order to 
get an authentic and unforgettable 
Gritty’s experience. 

Dancers rehearse for “In This Place,” the Spring Dance Concert. RILEY 
HOPKINS/THE BATES STUDENT
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Students show off the musical tastes of African cultures. JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT
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Sarah Daher ’17 tops Keelin Godsey ’06 for the most All-
American awards earned by a Bates athlete, with 17
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Tennis hits the 
road

Bates women’s swimming 
and diving finishes 12th at 
Nationals

ALLARD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Men’s TennisWomen’s Swimming and Diving

At last weekend’s NCAA Divi-
sion III Women’s Swimming and 
Diving Championships in Greens-
boro, North Carolina, the Bates 
women racked up 22 All-American 
honors and finished 12th overall out 
off 55 teams, just one place lower 
than last year and the second-best 
showing in school history.

Sarah Daher ’17 and Lindsey 
Prelgovisk ’16 spearheaded the Bates 
effort, as they have throughout the 
season, earning six All-American 
awards apiece. Across the gruel-
ing four-day competition, which 
ran from Wednesday, March 16 to 
Saturday, March 19, Daher finished 

Bates men’s tennis traveled to 
compete at the University of Mary 
Washington in Fredericksburg, Vir-
ginia over the weekend of March 
18-19, beating both number 31 
nationally ranked Swarthmore, 7-2, 
and the number 21 home team, 6-3.

The top three singles seeds led 
the charge against Swarthmore; 
number one Ben Rosen ’18 beat 
Swarthmore’s Mark Fallati 7-5, 
6-4, number two Chris Ellis ’17 
defeated John Larkin 6-1, 3-6, 6-2, 
and number three Fergus Scott ’18 
triumphed over Ari Cepelewicz in a 
comeback 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 victory.

Against Mary Washington, 
the key to victory for the men was 
a clean sweep of the doubles, plus 
another perfect record for the first 
three seeds. After starting the season 

second in the 200-yard Individual 
Medley, eighth in the 400 IM, and 
15th in the 200-backstroke. Prelgov-
isk came in 12th in the 200 IM and 
tenth in the 100-butterfly, where she 
set a program-record time of 55.65 
seconds.

Outside of their individual ac-
complishments, both Prelgovisk and 
Daher were involved in several suc-
cessful Bates relay squads. 

The 400-medley relay team 
of Daher, Prelgovisk, and seniors 
Melissa Paione and Whitney Paine 
finished in a Bates-record time of 
3:47.73, good for tenth in the na-
tion. A quartet of Daher, Prelgovisk, 
Logan McGill ’18, and Caroline 
Depew ’16 earned 11th place in both 
the 800 and 400 freestyles on the fi-

0-3, the men have won three of their 
last four matches and are currently 
ranked 23rd nationally. They next 
play at Colby on Thursday, followed 
by a matchup at Brandeis on Sun-
day.

The Bobcat women also were at 
the University of Mary Washington 
from March 18-20, taking on Case 
Western Reserve, The College of 
New Jersey, and the hosts. Bates had 
a difficult weekend, dropping all 
three matches. Their lone individual 
victory came against number 21 na-
tionally ranked Case Western, from 
sixth seed Olivia Voccola.

Following their matchup at 
Colby on Tuesday, the women will 
next be in action at Tufts on Satur-
day. Both the men and women have 
a busy month of matches scheduled 
before the NESCAC Champion-
ships commence in early May.

nal two days of the competition.
With one year still remaining 

in her Bates career, Daher has al-
ready passed track and field stalwart 
Keelin Godsey ’06 (number four 
on The Student’s list of Bates’ best 
athletes of all time last year) for the 
most All-American awards ever by 
a Bates student, at 17. Daher will 
definitely rewrite plenty of records 
by the time her tenure at Bates con-
cludes.

Nine women in total competed 
at Nationals for the Bobcats, a team 
record. That depth is an encourag-
ing sign that the team is capable of 
more strong performances on the 
national stage next year. 

thing, what advice would you give 
him?

JA: I think if I were going to 
talk to myself coming into Bates I 
would say for classes for first semes-
ter I should definitely take 100-level 
classes. I took some 200-level ones 
and it kind of hurt me a little bit. 
And then for lacrosse, I would tell 
myself to stick with it and keep 
working hard because the more ef-
fort you put into it, the better it’s go-
ing to be. Because my freshman and 
sophomore years we had tough sea-
sons, and it was hard to keep push-
ing forward, but I would definitely 
tell myself it will work out.

BS: Good advice. How is the 
season going for you guys? I know 
it’s still early.

JA: Yeah, it is. We’re 7-1 right 
now. We’re definitely keeping the 
momentum we had from last year.

BS: Definitely. Now for a few 
miscellaneous questions: Favorite 
book, favorite TV show, favorite va-
cation spot, and perfect pizza?

JA: Favorite book is Freakonom-
ics; favorite TV show is Parks and 
Rec; favorite vacation spot is Long 
Beach Island in New Jersey, and my 
perfect pizza is buffalo chicken pizza 
from my local pizza place back in 
New Jersey—Anthony Francos.

Andrew Berghuis ‘18 delivers a serve.
 JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT

From left to right: Juniors Charlie Fay, Jake Walsh, and Kyle Weber in 
action against Keene State.

JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT

Junior Charlie Fay takes on the Keene State defender.
JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT

Sophomore Burke Smith surveys the field. 
JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT

Junior Sarah Daher won six All-American awards at Nationals. 
JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT
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Baseball 
splits 
double-
header 
at Salem 
State

Getting to know lacrosse standout Jack Allard
Nelson ’17 sits down to learn about Bates men’s lacrosse star Jack Allard ’16
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STAFF WRITER
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See ALLARD, PAGE 7

Men’s Lacrosse

Men’s Baseball

Senior Jack Allard was the hero 
in the men’s lacrosse team’s win on 
Wednesday against Keene State, as 
he has often been throughout his 
Bates career. In a rematch of their 
NCAA Tournament matchup last 
year, Allard scored with 17 seconds 
left and gave the men a 14-13 win. 
Allard, who scored four goals in the 
game and is tied for first on the team 
with 22 on the season, helped his 
teammates to their third consecutive 
win on Saturday, tallying one goal 
and two assists against Williams. In 
his four years on the Bates lacrosse 

The story of last Saturday for 
the Bates baseball team was superb 
pitching performances, this time 
from senior Connor Colombo and 
sophomore Connor Speed.

In Game One, Colombo went 
the distance and Speed followed suit 
in Game Two. Although the team 
dropped the first game, only one 
run was scored on nine total hits. 
Things got a lot more exciting in 
Game Two, as the ‘Cats won 5-1 be-
hind five runs and nine hits.

With only one run scored in 
Game One, it was certainly a pitch-
ers’ duel between Colombo and Sa-
lem State’s Sean Buckland. Colom-
bo struck out four and gave up six 
hits while going six innings. Junior 
duo Brendan Fox and Eric Vilanova, 
along with freshman Christian Co-
lon, recorded all three hits for the 
Bobcats.

In Game Two, the Bobcats 
scored three runs in the fourth in-
ning to take the lead for good. Be-
hind junior John Dinucci’s one-out 
single, the ‘Cats got the ball rolling, 
as senior Evan Czopek and junior 
Ryan McCarthy plated a pair. Colon 
continued his hot-hitting weekend, 
recording an RBI of his own as well.

Speed was the MVP of Game 
Two, as he picked up the complete 
game win, allowing one run on five 
hits while striking out seven.

The Bobcats pick things up 
again on Tuesday March 29 at Endi-
cott. First pitch is set for 4:00 p.m. 
and will be live streamed.

 
MOUNT DAVID 

SUMMIT 
FRIDAY, April 1             

Pettengill Hall 
Opening of the Summit at 1:30 PM, Perry Atrium 

 

Research & creative presentations by 300 students, 
1:45 – 6 PM, Pettengill 

 

Viola Recital at 7 PM, Olin Concert Hall 
 

Dance Concert at 7:30 PM, Schaeffer 
 

SHOW UP & SUPPORT YOUR FRIENDS! 

 

A GREAT DAY AT BATES! 

team, Williams was the last NES-
CAC team Allard had yet to defeat.

I had a chance to meet with Al-
lard on Sunday. After the first five 
minutes of interviewing him, it felt 
like a casual conversation. He’s very 
insightful and comes from a family 
who prides themselves on their love 
for one another and passion for ath-
letics. One of the things that stuck 
out the most in our conversation is 
how much of a team player he is; 
especially given the immense talent 
he has, his team-first mentality is 
really impressive. What follows are 
excerpts from our interview.

Bates Student: Where are you 
from, and how did you hear about 
Bates?

JA: So I’m from Ridgewood, 
New Jersey. Which is like northern 
New Jersey right outside of New 
York City. I’ve been playing lacrosse 
pretty much my whole life; my dad 
coached me when I was younger. He 
coached my grade from third grade 
to eighth grade and then I stayed at 
Ridgewood High School, where I 
played lacrosse. 

Then going into my senior 
year I was trying to get recruited 
by certain schools because I wanted 
to play lacrosse at the next level. I 

found out about Bates and contact-
ed Coach Lasagna, and asked him 
to take a look at me and told him 
which camps I was going to. After 
he saw me he called me and said, 
“We’re really interested and we want 
you to come check out the campus.” 
It wasn’t hard to choose Bates; a lot 
of people can agree when you come 
up here it’s really easy to want to be 
here. The people, the campus, the 
aesthetics, it was an easy choice to 
decide that I wanted to play lacrosse 
here.

BS: Awesome. And you said 
your pops coached you when you 
were younger- how has that rela-
tionship been with him? To have 
your dad as your coach and mentor 
must make you bond even deeper; 
I’m sure he is your biggest fan.

JA: Definitely, he comes to 
as many games as he possibly can. 
It’s around a six-hour drive, and he 
makes the home games and a lot of 
the away games as well. It’s fun, you 
know? He knows the game, when 
something happens in my game he 
will talk to me about it later and ask 
me, “What happened on this play? 
What’s your guy’s strategy? What 
kind of play are you setting up?” So 
it’s fun to talk to him about that.

BS: Nice, you told me before he 
played at Princeton, correct?

JA: Yeah, he played there—he 
was a faceoff guy. Because I don’t 
play Division One, I am allowed to 
root for them! They are the team I 

follow because my dad played there.

BS: Exactly, represent! What 
position do you play?

JA: I am an attacker. Only of-
fense. It’s funny because my dad 
would teach me how to shoot, he 
would say, “You need to shoot over-
hand,” and I do the complete op-
posite. Just because it is a father-son 
thing does not always mean you do 
what he did. 

BS: Do you have any siblings? If 
so, do they play any sports?

JA: Yeah, I have a sister Katie 
who goes here, actually—she’s on 
the women’s lacrosse team. She is a 
freshman and is having a good time 
so far. I have always followed the 
women’s team closely, but it is more 
fun now because my sister plays for 
them.

BS: Did your Mom play any 
sports? Did she play lax?

JA: Actually my mom was an 
All-American swimmer at Villanova.

BS: Woah!

JA: Yeah, and my dad was not 
All-American so we tease him some-
times and say that my sister and I 
got all of our athleticism from mom. 

BS: Okay, so if you could tell 
incoming freshman Jack Allard any-

Senior Jack Allard fires one of his 22 goals on the season. 
 JOHN NEUFELD/THE BATES STUDENT
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