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1995-96
budget
allocations
announced
By Jennifer Lacher
News Editor

As the Representative Assembly
struggles to forge a new image of re¬
spectability and accessibility, an ageold tradition was acted out: the bud¬
get process.
RA Treasurer Patti Daniels '97 has
only been in office for a few weeks
and she was entrusted with the large
task of allocating over $180,000 to the
numerous student organizations. It is
a complicated process, and Daniels is
interested in making public the intri¬
cacies involved: "My interest is in see¬
ing that students have a better under¬
standing of the budget process, the re¬
sponsibility involved with sitting on
the [Budget] Committee, and the ex¬
pectations we have of those who come
before the Committee."
The Budget Committee is com¬
prised of six students (chosen from the
Bates community at large) and one al¬
ternate, and Daniels chairs the Com¬
mittee. There are 41 student-run, nonathletic organizations which are eli¬
gible to petition the RA for funds.
This year 39 submitted a budget re¬
quest to the Committee. It is the re¬
sponsibility of the organizations' offic¬
ers to submit a budget which is in
compliance
with
the
Budget
Committee's established guidelines.
However, as Daniels says, the officers
are not left to flounder in a sea of num¬
bers: "We create ample opportunity
for officers to learn how to create a
budget and some organizations did
not make any attempt to use those re¬
sources."
As was the case with some of the
budgets submitted to the Committee,
organizations found their initial re¬
quests cut back if their budget propos¬
als did not follow the specifics set
forth by the Committee. "It's not like
we're trying to punish them," Daniels
remarked, "The information just
wasn't there."
Daniels elaborated: "A budget
has a very specific format to facilitate
the most efficient presentation of in¬
formation. Primarily the budgets in-

Friday and Saturday: Geology 105,
" t he Planet Earth", strikes oil on the
quad and sets up a lucrative drilling
operation, leading directly to an inva¬
sion by Iraqi troops. What else is new?
Sunday: same.
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Plans for April 5 Convocation take shape
By Jennifer Lacher

NEws Editor

As the All College Convocation
schedule for Wednesday, April 5,
draws near, plans for the day's activi¬
ties are still being finalized. According
to Melanie Ghosh, Coordinator of
Multicultural Affairs, all members of
the community will be receiving a no¬
tice detailing every aspect of the day's
activities. At press time, some details
were still not ironed out, but student
and faculty planners are working
frantically to ensure the day's success.
Although many students may not
recall March 4, 1987, as having any
special significance, many faculty
members remember that day as the
day classes were cancelled in order
that the community gather to discuss
the problem of sexual harassment on
campus. This was organized in re¬
sponse to several incidents of sexual
harassment reported in November
1986.
While April 5, 1995, is not in¬
tended to be a replica of March 4,1987,
the themes and planned activities cer¬
tainly strike a familiar chord. This
time the day is centered around (but
not exclusively focused on) the prob¬
lem of discriminatory harassment.
Not unlike March 4, the steering com¬
mittee for April 5 has set aside time for

numerous small group gatherings.
The day has been broken down into
roughly four parts: a morning of
panel discussions and symposia; the
Convocation itself; and two afternoon
sessions to continue discussion of is¬
sues raised in Elie Wiesel's Convoca¬
tion address. Topics to be addressed
throughout the day will include the
issue of discriminatory harassment in
the classroom, racism, anti-Semitism,
homophobia and religious diversity,
among others.
In addition to these activities, a
presentation of readings from
Wiesel's works sponsored by the Jew¬
ish Cultural Community (JCC) is
scheduled for Chase Lounge from
9:45-10:45 a.m. This will be limited to
200 people, and "passes" will be avail¬
able to students, faculty and staff on a
first come, first-served basis during
dinner Monday night. Dr. Wiesel has
been invited to attend the readings but
has not confirmed his attendance as of
press time. Besides obvious spatial
restrictions, student planner and JCC
Treasurer Jeremy Pelofsky '97 ex¬
plains that this was done "in the hopes
that people won't just show up for the
reading and not go to the other activi¬
ties planned for the morning."
As was true of March 4,1987, one
of the main focuses of this
Wednesday's events is departmental
meetings which are intended to pro-

Dr. Elie Wiesel will address the Col¬
lege Wednesday morning in Merrill
Gym. Photo courtesy of College
Relations._
vide a venue for faculty and students
to gather to discuss the current cur¬
riculum in terms of the issues raised in
panels, presentations, and Wiesel's
speech. In the morning, the interdisci¬
plinary programs (African American
Studies, American Cultural Studies,
Classical Medieval Studies and
Women's Studies) will hold meetings
Continued on Page 3, Column 1

TIME ARTICLE RAISES NEW QUESTIONS IN WOODFIELD CASE
By Evan Halper
Editor-in-Chief

Following in the tradition set
second semester last year when
Newsweek ran a feature story
about the Lewiston community
with the giant print title
"Homophobia", Bates has once
again received its annual dose of
bad publicity in a national news
magazine. This year it is in Time,
and the charges are not directed at
the local community, but at the col¬
lege itself.

Nf.ws Analysis
The article, "Romancing the stu¬
dent", by Nancy Gibbs, begins with
a narrative account of how Univer¬
sity of Pennsylvania student Lisa
Topol was sexually harassed and
psychologically abused by her En¬

glish professor, Malcolm Woodfield,
a former faculty member in the Bates
English department. Topol has filed
civil suits against both the University
of Pennsylvania and Bates. The suit
against Bates is based on Topol's as¬
sertion that Bates was aware of
charges of sexual impropriety by
Woodfield when he was a professor
here and knowingly withheld that in¬
formation from Penn.
The Time article reports that in
building her case against Penn, Topol
investigated Woodfield's past and
discovered that he had been accused
of harassment by members of the
Bates community. "Before coming to
Penn, [Topol] learned, [Woodfield]
had taught at Bates College in Maine,
where some students had also ac¬
cused him of harassment, but he was
allowed to leave quietly in 1991, with
the recommendations that helped him
Continued on Page 4, Column 3

Malcolm Woodfield was a Bates
English professor until he left for
U-Penn in 1991.
File photo.

Continued on Page 5, Column 1

INSIDE
The man behind the legend...
Elie Wiesel is among the greatest ora¬
tors of our time. His speech on
Wednesday is sure to have a major
impact on all in attendance. Find out
the amazing story behind this amaz¬
ing man.
Page 7
Spoils

20-23

And they're off...
It's that time of year yet again! Letters
are quickly arriving in thousands of
communities around the globe con¬
gratulating on acceptance to Bates. It
is a story of laughter, tears and the In¬
formation Superhighway.
Page 6
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Around Campus
Speaker addresses realities of Nazi camps
By Jeremy Pelofsky
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One of the first people to escape the Auschwitz concentration
camp during the Nazi Holocaust, Rudolph Vrba addressed a laammmammmmmmammmmmmmm
maaaamaaaaammaamaamma
packed Olin Arts Center Concert Hall Wednesday night. First im¬
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prisoned in Auschwitz on June 30,1942, and branded with the pris¬
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oner number 44070, Vrba was one of the first to actually inform the
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world about the atrocities of Auschwitz. Vrba shared a short video
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retracing his escape from Auschwitz produced by the Canadian
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Broadcasting Corporation and talked afterwards about his experi¬
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ences with S.S. Nazi doctors.
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On April 7, 1944, Vrba and his friend Alfred Wexler, while mmam
working on the expansion of Birkenau, hid in a false room aama
aamm
contructed in a lumber pile by other prisoners. After a four-day mmam
search, the Nazis called off their search for Vrba and Wexler. They mmam
mmam
walked away from their hiding spot in the dark of night and es¬
caped to Zilina, Slovakia, after a long journey through the moun¬
tains. Upon arriving, Vrba and Wexler joined the resistance move¬
ment there and co-authored one of the first reports telling the world
about the atrocities of the concentration camps like Auschwitz
where mass extermination was occurring at the hands of the Nazis. Auschwitz survivor Rudolph Vrba
Vrba discussed how he was forced to help unload the cattle cars spoke to a packed house Wednesfull of Jews, gypsies and other people targeted by the Germans and day night.
Barney Beal photo.
Adolf Hitler where many were led to their death in the gas cham¬
bers of Auschwitz. He described the S.S. Nazi doctors making selections of who was fit to work or not "fit to
live" of those getting off the trains. After watching the doctors make the horrible decision of who was sent to
work in labor camps or sent to the gas chambers, Vrba had to assist other prisoners clean the trains of any
evidence that they carried people, much less people to their death.
~
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ideas solicited

Many PeoPle are tak*n8on t^ie task

plan_

ning and facilitating
the events of April 5.
To ensure that the discussions and activities will
fruitfully and meaningfully address issues of con¬
cern to all members of the community, organizers
are calling for suggestions and ideas.
Department gatherings will be one element of
the events planned for April 5. To enable students
and faculty to anonymously suggest topics or issues
for discussion in their department meetings, the
Dean of Students Office has established a confiden¬
tial electronic mailbox.
Suggestions for the departmental gatherings,
send it by e-mail to april5@abacus.bates.edu (or just
to april5 is you are sending the e-mail from abacus).
The Dean of Students Office will strip the e-mail
messages of their senders' identifiers and then pass
the messages on to the department(s) to which they
are directed. Be sure to include in the messages the
department(s) that the message should be sent to.
The messages themselves will not be edited,
only the address of the sender will be deleted, so
please feel free to write the message itself in an
anonymous fashion.
Student input is further sought in planning a
workshop entitled "Religious Diversity at Bates:
Student Voices." Organizers are looking for stories,
thoughts, or reactions to the following question:
What have been your experiences as a student of re¬
ligious faith (however that may be defined) within
the Bates environment. Send responses to Box 621.

Rape survivor shares her story
By Sarah Gunn
Date rape survivor Katie Koestner has told her story to a countless number of strangers, at college cam¬
puses across the United States. On Monday, she came to Bates. Her goal was to raise awareness about date
rape.
Like most victims of campus sexual assault, Koestner knew her assailant. They were both students at the
College of William and Mary, and had dated briefly. On September 30,1990, he raped her.
"He didn't stop. He didn't listen," she said. "I will never be the same. It's changed my life forever." Her
story is, unfortunately, representative. Like many other survivors, she spoke of a double violation — first by
her rapist, and later by the system meant to protect her rights.
Although the college admitted that an assault took place, they allowed Koestner's rapist to remain on
campus. His only punishment: an injunction against entering her dormitory.
Rather than accept the ruling, Koestner decided to go public. Her story has been the focus of a Time
magazine cover story, and a soon-to be released HBO docudrama: "No Visible Bruises: The Katie Koestner
Story."
Koestner has prompted a re-examination of sexual assault policies on both the local and national level.
As a result of her protest, William and Mary rewrote its policy on date rape. Since then, Koestner testified
before Congress in 1991 during hearings for the Sexual Assault Victims' Bill of Rights.
At Bates, Koestner stressed the importance of communication, sexual responsibility and mutual respect
in relationships.

Meet James Leamon at
Bookland Auburn!
Meet the author of Revolution Downeast, a book that explores Maine's role
in the Revolutionary War. Now available in paperback, the book has been
praised as "a valuable addition to the state's historic record..." (Downeast).

Saturday, April 8th
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.
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The Auburn Mall (207) 786-2174

As members of the
Northeast Association
of Student Employ¬
ment Administrators
(NEASE A), the Student Employment Office has once
again participated in the regional selection of the
"Student Employee of the Year" by soliciting nomi¬
nations from campus supervisors.
Evaluated by a group of readers, this year's top
three nominees were Alex Godomsky '95, Head Stu¬
dent Athletic Trainer; Amy Haas '95, Co-coordinator
of the Student Employment Office; and Quoc Tran,
Student Assistant for the Debate and Rhetoric De¬
partments. Tran was selected as the top nominee,
and his nomination was submitted to NEASEA for
their state selection. If chosen at the state level, Tran
will continue to the national level.
The fifteen Bates students nominated for the
award all spoke well of student dedication and con¬
tribution to campus employment.

Student workers
honored

On April 5,1995, five
students will read ex¬
cerpts from works by
Dr. Elie Wiesel in
Chase Hall Lounge as part of the Convocation activi¬
ties. Five students will be reading excerpts they
have chosen and commenting on the impact their
respective excerpt has had on their lives. The read¬
ings will begin at 9:45 a.m. This event is being spon¬
sored by the President's Office and the Jewish Cul¬
tural Community.
Dr. Wiesel has been invited to sit in on the read¬
ings, but his attendance is not guaranteed as of press
time. Should Dr. Wiesel decide to attend, he may
make comments after the student readings and may
entertain questions from the audience. The Jewish
Cultural Community will be handing out admission
passes to the first 200 people on a first-come, firstserved basis Monday night outside of Commons.
Only those with admission passes will be allowed
into the event because of space constraints and the
doors will open at 9:15 a.m.

Events attendance
to be limited

News

Expectations run high for day’s events
Continued from Page 1, Column 4
for faculty, majors, prospective ma¬
jors, and other interested students.
Later in the afternoon, from 2:45-4
p.m., faculty members will return
to their respective departments for
departmental gatherings with stu¬
dents to continue discussion.
■ An open format
The planning committee rec¬
ognizes that not all students (and
perhaps not all faculty members)
feel comfortable meeting with a
certain department. This said,
there will also be a meeting in the
Benjamin Mays Center at the same
time for first-year students and
others with no clear affiliation to a
single department, and for other
students, faculty or staff whose
concerns (curricular and other¬
wise) are not accommodated by the
departments.
French professor Kirk Read
has been instrumental in planning
and helping to organize these de¬
partmental meetings. He has been
meeting with department chairs to
discuss possible topics for the gath¬
ering and ways the meetings can
be effectively facilitated. Read
spoke of the need to tread deli¬
cately and has cautioned faculty
members "not to objectify and
tokenize students of color within
the gatherings. We don't want to
replicate the condition we are try¬
ing to address."
According to Read, the actual
structure of the gatherings has pur¬
posely been left open-ended: "We
don't want to be too prescriptive,"
he commented.
■ "I'm very excited."

I

I
1
I

Planners are optimistic and
while they admit that they cannot
require students to attend the vari¬
ous events, they are using a lan¬
guage of expectation in the hopes
that all members of the community
will turn out to take advantage of
this opportunity.
"With as powerful a speaker as
Elie Wiesel is, I would hope that his
prescence on campus and speech
would be a catalyst for people to
take part in the discussions and
discuss the panel presentations
and workshops and the issues facing students, faculty and staff,"
said Pelofsky.
Read expressed similar sentiments and added, "I'm very ex¬
cited, and I'm also really proud to
be at a place which is taking this issue so seriously and realizes that
we all teach in different ways and
we all learn in different ways in
and out of the classroom and is
then taking the time to address
both the overt and the covert cur¬
riculum."
According to a front page
news article in the March 6, 1987,
issue of The Student, planners have
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April 5 Schedule of Events

Editor-in-Chief
for the 1995-96 academic
year.

9-10:30 a.m.
Panels:
Anne Frank Reading
Open reading. Facilitated by Paula Matthews and Rob Farnsworth. Ladd
Library
Interdisciplinary Programs at Bates: The Current Situation
A discussion of the nature of interdisciplinary study at Bates: Student
perspectives and faculty-student discussion. Organized by Departmen¬
tal Programs and Mary Hunter. Mays Center
The Teaching Development Committee re-presents Part 1 of Racism in
the Classroom, entitled Stories from Students. This is primarily intended
for faculty working on pedagogical strategies. Muskie Archives
9:45 a.m.
Students reading excerpts from works by Elie Wiesel
Dr. Wiesel has been invited but his attendance is not guaranteed at this
time. Admission passes are required, 200 of which will be made available
on first-come, first-served basis outside Commons Monday night. Spon¬
sored by the Jewish Cultural Community and the President's Office.
Doors open at 9:15 a.m. in Chase Lounge.
11 a.m.-l: 30 p.m.
All College Convocation in Merrill Gymnasium
Doors open at 10:30 a.m.
1:30-2:45 p.m.
Panels:
Anti-Semitism
Short video presentation on anti-Semitism, tolerance and prejudice in the
past and today. Discussion to follow with Boston Anti-Defamation
League Director Sally Greenberg, Professor Robert Branham and stu¬
dents. Coram 1
Anne Frank Reading
Open reading with facilitators Paula Matthews and Rob Fransworth.
Ladd Library
Student Voices: Relious Diversity at Bates
Group discussion with the Chaplain's Inter-faith Council and students
leading: Brooke Belcher, Merideth Ritter, David Gillette, Randy Bumps,
Denise Todman, and Deborah Cantor. Chase Lounge
The Really Big Picture: Planetary Culture from a Cosmic Perspective
A discussion of life on earth as one enormous culture of which we are all
a part. Facilitated by Gene Clough with other students, staff, and faculty.
Skelton Lounge
Intersection of Identities
Workshop exploring issues of multiple and shifting identities. Facilitators
include: Dean Crunkleton, Professor Baltasar Fra-Molinero, Tuyet Dinh,
Melanie Mala Ghosh, Professor Leslie Hill, Douglas Pineda, and Emily
Sigall. Muskie Archives
"What Are The Many Forms Of Discrimination?"
Informal discussions about the various manifestations of discriminatory
harassment. Facilitators include Eloisa Gordan-Mora, David Jenkins,
Georgia Nigro, and Stanton Wortham. Mays Center
2:45-4 p.m.
Department Meetings
Format TBA
All members of the Bates community are welcome to attend all events; the Col¬
lege and the organizers expect students and faculty to participate.

reason to remain optimistic, as attendance and response was overwhelming. In the same story, F. Celeste
Branham, then acting Dean of the College, commented, "Attendance was

The Bates Student
is now accepting applica¬
tions for the position of

beyond my expectations and the
comment I hear today from students and faculty was, 'This is
great.' If the attendance was any indication, I think it was great."

Submit a letter stating your
interest and qualifications
to:
Evan Halper
The Bates Student
Box 309
Applications must be re¬
ceived by
Thursday, April 6, 1995.
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College World
News from campuses around the region
Compiled by Jeremy Villano

Trinity College

What a Lousy Month
In light of the gas grenading of a frat house last week, student life at
Trinity College is growing increasingly dangerous. This week proved no
better when students beaned an on-campus shuttle with a beer, dousing a
passenger and the shuttle's driver. The driver pulled his car over, con¬
fronted the students, and an argument ensued. After the driver began head¬
ing back to his vehicle, police pulled up and ordered the assaulting students
to lie on the ground. According to witnesses, when the students did not
immediately comply, at least three of them were sprayed with OC pepper
spray. The police, unsure if suspects had boarded the shuttle, ordered all
passengers out of the stationwagon at gunpoint. The students sprayed with
OC pepper spray are currently considering filing a complaint with the Hart¬
ford Police Department.
Adding his name to this week's body count is Nate MacDonald, the
college's sophomore class president and creater of a "fierce sumo wrestling
tournament" held in the Washington Room in Mather Hall on March 8.
Two sophomores wentriown with injuries/including Nate who is hobbling
around campus with crutches because of a sprained ankle.
In lighter news, three students were named suspects in the stabbing of
two individuals not from the College. A warrant for the arrest of the three
stabbing suspects is expected to be issued soon. "Charges could range from
first to third degree assault," according to The Trinity Tripod.
Lastly, it appears that meningitis has spread from Amherst to Trinity
with the announcement from David Winer, Dean of Students, that a student
has officially been diagnosed with the illness.

Trinity College

In Unfortunate Seriousness
Jennifer Obemesser '98 was killed in a car accident when the car she
was in rolled four or five times on a New Hampshire highway. The driver
of the car, Alice Yamada recalls in an article from The Trinity Tripod: "All
I remember is cutting right, left, right, and the wind screaming, or maybe
that was us." Yamada, also a Trinity student and good friends with
Obemesser, got into trouble when she was boxed in by two cars, both "try¬
ing to get into my lane [and] coming at 70 mph." According to State Troop¬
ers who arrived at the scene, there was nothing Yamada could have done.
A mass was held on March 12 and a scholarship named in honor of Jen¬
nifer Obemesser has been created. "She was one of the few people that I
was able to get close to here," said Yamada, "and she meant more to me
than words can ever describe."

at
Brandeis
gjjnftersity
Liberal Arts
Near Eastern and
Judaic Studies
It

Premcdical Sciences

(

Foreign Languages:
intensive, on-campus and
overseas
Chamber Music
Workshop
Law, Medicine and Health
Policy Program

—
■ 'if*-

Session II

June 5-July 7
-July lO-August I I

• Small classes taught by Brandeis faculty

• Competitive tuition
• Courses for high school, undergraduate and
graduate students
• Convenient location
Information, catalog and application:

Summer Program Office
Rabb School of Summer,
Special, and Continuing Studies
Brandeis University
P.O. Box 9110
Waltham, MA 02254-9110
(617) 736-3424
MX: (617) 736-3420
E-mail: summerschool
@ brandeis.edu

WHEN DRINKING, CALL A FRIEND. ^
OR GET A RIDE WITH A STRANGER. -P

Drinking and riding can lead to a loss of license, a conviction, or even worse.
That’s if you’re lucky. The fact is, 50% of motorcycle fatalities involve v o y
riders who have been drinking. So if you have been drinking, get a ride \t/*
with a friend. It’s the best call you can make, motorcycle safety foundation^

News

Tuition trends a major concern
Efforts being made to lessen financial woes
have to increase their loans with each
successive aid package. Since grants
Staff Writer
are frozen, Hiss claims that the "other
For at least five years in a row the
two [tiers] must go up."
comprehensive fee for Bates has in¬
While tuition has continued to in¬
creased by less than five percent.
crease, Bates has been trying to be¬
While these increases have been rela¬
come less dependent on it to pay for
tively constant, they have mixed im¬
the cost of running the College. Five
plications for financing a Bates educa¬
years ago, tuition comprised of eighttion.
eight percnet of Bates' budget. Now,
According to William Hiss, Vice
tuition funds about eighty percent of
President for Administrative Services,
the College's budget. This amount,
these increases "absolutely have an ef¬
according to Hiss, "[is] still too much."
fect" on students. With fifty-five per¬
Part of the problem lies in the number
cent of Bates students receiving some
of people that Bates employs. Close to
form of aid and
600 people are em¬
forty-two percent
ployed for the
receiving direct
1,500
students.
grants from the
That's one em¬
With 55% of Bates
ployee for every
College, increases
in tuition make fi¬
two and a half stu¬
students receiving
nancing a Bates
dents.
Without
education more
counting salaries
some form of
difficult for most
and wages, one of
students.
the reasons why
financial aid,
In order to
this figure be¬
mitigate the fi¬
comes significant
increases in tuition
nancial demands
is that the cost of
mahe financing a
providing health
on students and
care has risen by
their families, the
Bates education more approximately fif¬
College has rou¬
tinely increased
teen percent in re¬
difficult.
their financial aid
cent years.
Bates' main effort
budget.
As a
to reduce their de¬
policy, the Col¬
lege budgets two percent more than
pendency on tuition to operate the
their total projected grants to allow for
College is to increase its endowment.
a cushion. Yet, their efforts to make
With a current endowment of about
Bates affordable is often undermined
$100 million, the College would like to
by forces beyond their control. For in¬
significantly increase it by the end of
stance, Hiss explains that "because
the century. Hiss describes that cur¬
federal, state, and gift aid have not"
rently, President Harward's capital
proportionally increased to aug¬
campaign is "right on target." With
mented need, the extra budgeted
one and a half years to go, the cam¬
money is quickly used up.
paign is projected to raise $50 million.
This has real impact on students'
In order to keep Bates "moving for¬
lives. Financial aid has traditionally
ward," Hiss emphasize that the Col¬
been funded by three tiers: grants,
lege strives for "good management,
loans, and campus employment. Hiss
[successful] fund-raising, and [keep¬
reveals that although he "would love
ing costs] down."
to have loans stay flat," students often
By Ouoc Tran

Bates linked to U-Penn incident
Ballard, Bates is trying to get records
from her psychotherapist," reports
Gibbs. Records from Topol's psycho¬
land the Penn job," writes Gibbs.
therapy sessions would seemingly be
The Bates administration has con¬
irrelevant to Bates' plea of ignorance
sistently denied any wrongdoing
to Woodfield's behavior. Such per¬
throughout the legal proceedings. In a
sonal records could, however, poten¬
front-page Student article last year,
tially be used to discredit the plaintiff.
President Harward was quoted as
If Time is accurate in its report,
saying, "I am not aware of any
this case brings up important ques¬
strangeness in Woodfield's depar¬
tions for the Bates community. If the
ture," asserting that Woodfield's deci¬
course of action being taken by Bates
sion to leave was based on profes¬
means we are employing a strategy of
sional opportunities elsewhere.
discrediting the witness through use
From the information presented
of personal psychotherapy records,
in Time, it seems that Bates is not go¬
that route most certainly will reflect
ing to base its defense on this claim.
poorly on Bates as an institution.
Instead, the College may be leaning
These kind of tactics have by and large
towards a strategy of undermining
been decried by victims' rights groups
Topol's credibility as a victim of
as unethical. As with most court cases,
sexual harassment. "Penn charges that
the judicial system is moving along
the affair grew out of her strong
slowly with the Woodfield case. Only
sexual attraction to and romantic feel¬
time will tell what direction the suit
ings for Woodfield. Penn has asked
takes and the accompanying ques¬
for her diary to prove her consent,, tions and concerns it-will bring to the-Tr-’'
meanwhile, says Topol's lawyer, Alice
Bates community.
Continued from Page 1, Column 3
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News

Mystery of RA budget allocation process revealed
submit a request for additional funds.
Daniels said that money is set aside in
anticipation of this and some alloca¬
elude an itemization of all expendi¬
tions are adjusted as a result of the
tures from the academic year to date,
hearings.
a list of planned expenditures through
The process is not complete until
Short Term and importantly, a de¬
the budget recommendations are sub¬
tailed account of all activities to be
mitted to the RA body for ratification:
held in the next academic year and the
"Similar to Congressional committees,
necessary expenditures for those ac¬
all decisions made by the Budget
tivities."
Committee are actually recommenda¬
In addition, there is a list of "do's"
tions to the Representative Assem¬
and "don't's" that Committee mem¬
bly," Daniels explained. 'The RA re¬
bers look for. Things that the RA will
views our recommendations and then
not fund include expenditures that
votes to accept or reject them. To my
benefit only members of the organiza¬
knowledge, no budget proposal has
tion and transportation costs for orga¬
been turned down."
nizations (the exceptions being the
This final step in the lengthy pro¬
Deansmen, Merimanders and Side Ef¬
cess is somewhat problematic and
fects tours). Daniels said that they like
Daniels admitted that there is a poten¬
to see evidence of fundraising and co¬
tial for vested interests to come into
sponsorship between organizations
play throughout the process, but espe¬
included in budget proposals. "Our
cially so when realizing that the RA is
money just isn't go¬
essentially allocat¬
ing as far as it used
ing funds to itself.
to, so we really like
Daniels said that
“In general, the
to see evidence of
as Treasurer and
co-sponsorship,"
[Budget]
Chair of the Bud¬
Daniels
empha¬
get
Committee,
Committee wants
sized.
she purposely dis¬
Finally, Daniels
to see that the
tances herself from
said that the Com¬
the RA budget re¬
money we allocate
mittee looks care¬
quest. "The RA
fully for respon¬
is in responsible
Treasurer
acts
sible money man¬
separately from
hands.”
agement: "In gen¬
the RA during the
eral, the [Budget]
budget process;
- Patti Daniels ’97,
Committee wants
the [RA's budget
RA Treasurer
to see that the
proposal] is writ¬
money we allocate
ten by the Presi¬
is in responsible
dent and Vice President."
hands."
Questions of confidentiality are,
During what Daniels termed
as Daniels readily admitted, "befud¬
"Budget Weekend", the Committee
dling". Confidentiality is maintained
spends two days in hearings with club
fairly well throughout the hearings
officers. "The Committee discusses
themselves, but because the Commit¬
the budget alone, then with the club's
tee is ultimately responsible to the RA,
officers and then again reviews the
Daniels admitted that confidentiality
budget alone," Daniels explained.
"has to be compromised" in answer¬
"As each organization came in, an ini¬
ing questions about specific allocation
tial allocation decision was made and
decisions, yet Daniels believes the
notes were taken on the rationale for
Committee "does a very good job of
the decision. At the weekend's end,
avoiding issues of bias."
we tallied the allocations and inevita¬
This year, the Committee allo¬
bly had to go back through each pro¬
cated $182,940 to student organiza¬
posal and make cuts."
tions and $1,500 was given in the form
The RA is allocated a certain
of gifts, which are a time-honored tra¬
amount of money from the College
dition for the Budget Committee. The
each year, and by definition can only
RA always donates money to the Se¬
allocate that much money. Daniels, as
nior Class Gift, and for the past three
Treasurer, is the only one who knows
years have given a gift to the Multicul¬
this figure, and each year this fund is
tural Center. "As a student govern¬
completely exhausted by club alloca¬
ment and as an organization with a
tions.
vested interest in what happens on
Not many organizations actually
campus, we like to see a resource like
receive the funds they initially re¬
the [Multicultural] House growing,"
quested. Daniels explained that often
Daniels explained. "We recognize the
this is due to "clerical errors" in the
House can be a tremendous resource,
budgets. Frequently, Daniels said that
yet it is inappropriate for the House
officers forget to take into consider¬
Council to submit a budget."
ation that an event which may cost
The Budget process is very com¬
$500 to put together will bring in, say,
plex and always subject to scrutiny,
$300, thus reducing the actual cost to
but as Daniels pointed out, nothing is
$200. However, the Budget Commit¬
ever set in stone: "Our budget process
tee also allows organizations to "fur¬
is open to change; it shouldn't be a
ther investigate [the Committee's] ra¬
matter of This is the way it's always
tionale for [it's] decision" in the form
been and this is the way it will be done
of a Grievance hearing wherein they
in the future.'"
Continued from Page 1, Column 1

1995-96 Budget Allocations
1994-95
Allocation

1995-96
Request

1995-96
Allocation

ABACUS (DSA)
Amandla!
Amnesty International
Arts Society

$1,000
$10,500
$1,140
$300

###
$20,082
$778.95
$270

N/A
$13,000
$600
$270

Ballroom Society
Bates Aviators
Bates Christian Fellowship
Bates Health Society*

$350
$350
$2,265
$400

$4,900
$11,600
$2,660
$1389.35

$3,000
$50
$2,100
$400

Bates Outing Club
BCTV
Chase Hall Committee
Contemporaries

$13,300
$650
$37,500
$429

$14,385
$1,410
$41,000
$998

$11,900
$700
$29,000
$500

Deansmen
Democrats
Discordians
Environmental Coalition

$1,550
$570
$1,100
$1,450

$4,710
$2,685
$5,000,655.35
$1,664.59

$1,200
$1,400
$600
$1,150

Filmboard
Freewill Folk Society
Garnet
GLBA

$6,260
$2,400
$2,450
$2,400

$18,422.50
$6,392.52
$2,900
$7,775.87

$7,150
$4,100
$2,900
$7,250

International Club
Investors**
Jewish Cultural Community
Mirror

$1,000
N/A
$2,770
$32,984

$3,040
$844
$5,860.10
$33,327.52

$2,100
$350
$4,200
$33,000

Merimanders
New World Coalition
Newman Council
Photo Club

$2,400
$3,800
$1,100
$400

$1,961.34
$4,773.83
$1,675
$407

$1,000
$850
$1,150
$400

Representative Assembly
RA Co-sponsorship
Republicans
Riding Club

$7,200
N/A
$2,000
$0

$8390
$4,500
$606.31
$4,001.19

$6,200
$2,000
$0
$1300

Robinson Players
Rollerblade Club
Sangai Asia
Sexual Assualt Response Line

$400
$350
$5,750
$1390

$1386.34
###
$17,000
$1,915

$750
N/A
$6,900
$1,705

Solidaridad Latina
Student Health Link
Universalist Unitarians
WRBC

$5,700
$1,850
$200
$11,000

$11,042.97
$4,095.97
$515
$20,015.58

$6,850
$2,500
$515
$12,500

Women of Color/WAC***

$10,150

$13,472.21

$4,700***
$6300***

(organizations' budgets) subtotal: $182,940

Gift to Multicultural Center
Gift to Class of 1995

$1,000
$500
(gifts) subtotal: $1,500

Total funds allocated for 1995-96: $184,440
* Bates Health Society was formerly the Sports Medicine Club.
** The Investors is a new organization.
*** WAC and Women of Color were formerly WAC; these organizations have
jointly proposed to split the allocation WAC received for 1995-96, with the
funding ($1,800) for Our Time of the Month to be distributed by WAC.
### Did not submit a budget for 1995-96.

It’s Spring Time!
Daylight Savings Time begins Saturday night...
Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead.

(y
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Lindholm House rides Information Superhighway
New computer, video technology enhance Admissions’ recruiting efforts
Web. As part of the Internet system,
students across the globe can gain ac¬
Student Correspondents
cess to the World Wide Web through
Prodigy software on their home com¬
The Admissions Office is con¬
puters. "This is going to alter the way
stantly looking for new and innova¬
in which colleges communicate with
tive ways to communicate Bates'
high school students," says Mitchell.
many positive attributes to the general
"It is very fast, very innovative, and I
public. Over the years, many strate¬
think that Bates is right at the forefront
gies have been devised. 1995 proves
of this innovation."
to be the dawning of new era in
Over the World Wide Web, stu¬
admission's tactics. Technology has
dents can learn about Bates College
taken the College's publicity efforts to
through a program designed and in¬
a new level.
corporated into the system by Bates
One of these great technological
first-year Robert Pelkey. "The Bates
approaches deals with the use of
Tour" offers Pelkey's own personal
video tape. Bates graduate Cole
descriptions of the college and is re¬
Tamminen '82 spent eight to ten
plete with color photographs of the
months shooting twenty-five hours of
entire Bates campus. Not only does it
video tape which was edited down to
feature detailed photos of all the major
a sixteen and a half minute piece.
campus buildings, but "The Bates
Narrated by Bryant Gumble '70 and
Tour" includes a picture of Pelkey's
several members of the
"typical" dorm room
Bates community, this
and a close-up of one of
mini-documentary de¬
the infamous Lake
“ This is gfoing
picts "the Bates experi¬
Andrew's ducks. In
ence" by giving the
addition to the tour it¬
to alter the way
viewer insight into
self, Pelkey's program
in which
Bate's history, activities
allows
the
and academics. In ad¬
prospectivestudent
to
colleges
dition to being dis¬
enter into a much
communicate
persed to various high
larger body of informa¬
schools across the
tion about Bates and its
witli high
globe, this video will
surrounding area. By
also accompany each
simply pressing a but¬
school
student's acceptance
ton, one can investigate
students.”
letter. The hope is that
faculty, research top¬
the video may help to
- Wylie Mitchell,
ics, access information
sway students toward
from the college cata¬
Dean of Admissions
Bates as they make
logue, or discover the
their final college deci¬
natural tourist attrac¬
sions. Dean of Admis¬
tions of Maine. High
sions Wylie Mitchell feels that "It
school students essentially have Bates
should help rekindle a lot of the sights
right at their fingertips.
and perhaps emotions that people felt
Pelkey did not intentionally set out
when they visited the campus." Stu¬
to create this ingenious program for
dents are encouraged to recycle the
the Admissions Office. He recalled
video by passing it along to their
that the process originally began over
friends or any other perspective stu¬
Parent7s Weekend: "I took pictures of
dents. This circulation should further
Bates with the intention of sending
increase the video's potency in
them to my friends at other schools."
spreading the word about Bates.
Fortunately, not all of those photos
The recent surge in technological
were sent out. Pelkey used the extra
advancement has also opened up
photographs for a "Home Page"
many new paths of communication
which he was creating for himself on
via computer through which Bates can
the Internet. He grouped these
advertise itself to perspective stu¬
photo's together and made his own
dents. One of the computer access
personal "campus tour". Pelkey then
systems which Admissions has just
happened to mention this project to
incorporated into its recruiting pro¬
Mitchell and claims that "it really
gram is known as the World Wide
snow-balled from there!" Pelkey now
By Emily Cause 5. Alison Keehn

Admissions officers make last minute decisions before mailing acceptance
letters early Wednesday morning.
Barney Beal photo.

has made a name for himself and re¬
ceives correspondence from people
around the world. These correspon¬
dences have consisted of Bates alumni
and even one Bowdoin alumna who
expressed a desire for his alma-mater
to catch up with Bates' modernization.
EXSPAN is another computerized
service through which the Admis¬
sions office hopes to promote the col¬
lege to a large body of students. Being
a service marketed by the College
Board and high school guidance of¬
fices, EXSPAN allows students to ar¬
rive at a narrow list of schools based
upon defining characteristics such as
region, size, or major. From this point,
the student can engage in direct com¬

EPRESENTATIVE Assembly

munication with the college of his or
her choice. Dean Mitchell explains,
"We are participating in a service
where the students can on-line send
us inquiries. They can more or less
just push the button and electronically
send us their name and address and
information about them; and we in
turn can send out our view-book and
put them on the mailing list." Stu¬
dents can actually retrieve the Bates
application directly from the com¬
puter screen. This kind of develop¬
ment in high schools could radically
redefine the way in which students
engage in their college selection and
application processes.

Minutes of RA Meeting, March 27,1995

President Richard Holley reported that there was an accounting error in the budgeting process. To remedy it, Holley suggested that $300 from the RA fund be used to co¬
sponsor the Budget Committee. A motion was made to approve the transfer and the motion passed.
Vice President Paul Howard reported that the Service Learning Advisory Committee interviews had been held by the Committee on Committees this past weekend. He then
presented a slate of four nominees: Rebecca Cheezum '97, Tracy Gregoire '97, Lisa Lagasse '97 and Meghan Gullette '98. The slate was ratified as presented.
Treasurer Patti Daniels went over the rules and procedures that were used in the budget process and hearings. She outline the process that organizations had to follow to
write and submit a budget to the Budget Committee. Daniels then reported that they were given a set amount from the College to distribute, and that fund was exhausted. That
amount increases each year by the same percentage as tuition increases. The Budget Committee allotted $184,400 this year. The budget was ratified by the RA body.
Holley then opened up the floor for Representatives to air constituent concerns. The following was noted: placing recycling bins/garbage cans outside of buildings as a way
to decrease litter on the campus; putting ash receptacles outside of buildings to reduce smoking waste on the ground; a concern about dog droppings on the Quad; arranging for
tables to be put on the Ladd Library Terrace; establishing a 24-hour study area/room (It was noted that the Ben Mays Center could be left open all night for uses as a place to study
or gather); replacement of the TV in the Game Room which was stolen last year; and possibly changing the time and/or place of RA meetings
Holley noted that all the above concerns would be brought to CSA Peter Taylor and Dean of Students F. Celeste Branham in his weekly meetings with them.
At 6:30 p.m. on Monday, April 3, there will be an Open Forum to discuss the One Card System; this will be followed by an Open Forum on the new RA Constitution at 7:15
p.m. Both will be held in Carnegie 204.
Respectfully Submitted, Loam Clarke, RA Secretary
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Elie Wiesel remembers for the sake of humanity
The famous author and Holocaust survivor leads College Convocation
in his campaign to raise awareness and put an end to genocide.
By Amy Geller
Staff Writer

"Everyone knows that Jews were killed in the
concentration camps, but no one ever hears about
other groups like the Catholics!" exclaimed my
non-Jewish grandfather.
Over winter break this year, I attempted to
explain to members of my family some of my ex¬
periences while traveling abroad in Germany and
Poland. I was especially affected by my visit to
Auschwitz I, a concentration camp in Poland, and
Birkenau, the second part of the camp used for
the execution of millions of Jews, Gypsies, Polish
and Russian political dissidents.
I related that I was disturbed to discover the
way in which the design of the camp de-emphasized the Jews as victims. In fact, in the graveyard
at Birkenau, which was constructed by a Polish
professor and his students, the many wooden
stars of David are surrounded by just as many
Christian crosses. Since Poland is 90% Catholic,
and the Polish government maintains the camp,
pro-Christian bias is clearly present.
In my opinion, the representation of Jewish
suffering at Auschwitz-Birkenau was atrocious.
Scholars have estimated that between 1.1 to 1.5
million people were murdered there. Over 90% of
these victims were Jews, 75,000 Poles, 20,000 Gyp¬
sies, 15,000 Soviet Prisoners of War and 25,000 ho¬
mosexuals and victims of other nationalities were
slaughtered. To my grandfather and all those oth¬
ers who ask such questions: numbers are signifi¬
cant; the overwhelming number of Jewish victims
and their experiences must never be forgotten,
nor diminished.
For Elie Wiesel, a Jewish survivor of the Nazi
camps, the message about Jewish suffering and
the suffering of others must still be spread. This
year is the 50th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz by Soviet troops. In an attempt to re¬
member, Bates has invited Wiesel to speak during
a special convocation ceremony on April 5 at
11:15 a.m. in Merrill Gym. In a recent interview,
Wiesel explained, "Altogether, I am afraid that as
we come closer to the end of the century, our
memory may suffer because the years 2005 or 10
or 20, our good friends, respectful and respected
friends, will tell us, 'Come on. That's enough.'"
Wiesel's fear of others forgetting and hiding
the truth is certainly a reality. In fact, Wiesel
nearly turned down his invitation to the memo¬
rial ceremony at Auschwitz-Birkenau at the be¬
ginning of this year when the Polish president,
Lech Walesa, refused to allow the recitation of the
Kaddish, a Jewish prayer for the dead, at com¬
memorative ceremonies. In addition, in two
speeches delivered in Krakow previous to the cer¬
emony, Walesa emphasized the suffering of the
Polish people and failed to mention the affliction
of the Jews.
As President Bill Clinton's official representa¬
tive, Wiesel responded to Walesa's organiza¬
tional failures: "It is true that not all victims were
Jews. But all Jews were victims. The reports I get
are so discouraging. The organizers have no com¬
prehension of the Jewish component which is re¬
ally central." It is precisely this "Jewish compo¬
nent" which Wiesel has spent his life preserving.
Wiesel, bom in 1928 in Sighet, Romania, was
deported with his family by the Nazis to
Auschwitz when he was 15 years old. While his
mother and one younger sister perished there,
Wiesel, his father and two younger sisters sur¬
vived. After Auschwitz, Wiesel and his father
were transported to Buchenwald where his father
died before the Russians liberated the camp.
Sometime after 1945, Wiesel, unaware that they
were still alive, was reunited with his two sisters.
After the war, Wiesel studied in Paris and
later became a journalist. He was not vocal about

Elie Wiesel feels a "moral responsibility" to inform listeners of the horrors of the Holocaust
nation, Wiesel forced the 'Teflon President" to face
his experiences until he was persuaded by French
his guilt, an act usually avoided by Reagan. When
novelist Francois Mauriac to "bear witness" for the
Reagan claimed that he was not aware that S.S. sol¬
millions who were silenced. In 1956, he wrote "La
diers were there, Wiesel answered, "Of course you
Nuit" ("Night"), the only book among his thirty or
did not know. But now we are all aware. . .That
more that deals directly with Wiesel's own experi¬
place, Mr. President, is not your place. Your place
ences in the camps.
is with the victims of the S.S."
In 1963, Wiesel became an American citizen, and
Most striking about Wiesel's lectures is the
in 1976, he was awarded the Andrew W. Mellon Pro¬
way his speaking position is dictated by the men¬
fessor in Humanities at Boston University where he
tal paradox he perpetually battles. "He begins to
is currently teaching. In addition to the numerous in¬
talk about the Shoah only with the greatest trepi¬
ternational and national awards he has won, Wiesel
dation and self-doubt," says Branham. He cannot
received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986 for his cease¬
describe the Holocaust, but at the same time he
less efforts to keep the memory of the Holocaust
must. "He doesn't want to be judged, yet he is a
alive, in hopes that repetition of such a tragedy will
teacher of moral responsibility."
not occur. Three months after the award, he and his
Through his numerous writings, actions and
wife Marion established The Elie Wiesel Foundation
orations, Wiesel has not only battled against the
for Humanity, a forum for the discussion of critical
oppression of Jews, but against other human injus¬
ethical dilemmas facing humanity.
tices as well. He has fought for the cause of the So¬
While Wiesel is widely known for his writings
viet Jews, Nicaragua's Miskito Indians,
and political actions, he is also a powerfully moving
Argentina's "disappeared," Cambodian refugees,
speaker. According to Robert Branham, Professor of
the Kurds, African apartheid victims, famine vic¬
Rhetoric, 'Wiesel is one of the most important speak¬
tims in Africa and, prisoners in the former Yugo¬
ers of our time." He has an atypical public address
slavia. Egil Aarvik, chairman of the Norwegian
style: "He's often quiet and soft-spoken but speaks
Nobel
Committee, summed-up Wiesel's work best
with enormous moral authority and extraordinary
in
an
interview
in The New York Times: "Wiesel is a
thought. People want to hear what he has to say."
messenger
to
mankind.
. .His message is one of
For example, in April of 1985, Wiesel was awarded
peace,
atonement
and
human
dignity. His belief
the Congressional Medal by President Reagan. In his
that
the
forces
fighting
evil
in
the
world can be vic¬
acceptance speech, Wiesel encouraged Reagan to
torious
is
a
hard-won
belief..
.repeated
and deep¬
cancel his trip to Bitburg to visit a cemetery where 47
ened
through
the
works
of
a
great
author."
Nazi S.S. soldiers were buried. In front of the entire
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CENSORS ENTERING CYBER-SPACE...
,

Big brother attempts to purge the Internet ofpornography and grime
proposing a fascist state foryoung (yberpunks
By Jeremy Vilua.no
Staff Writer

ate personal pages as some do now. In all likeli¬
hood, Bates would be forced to retain a lawyer to
help decide what other services would require re¬
strictions or elimination.
The newsgroups and other forms of public
posting would be either monitored for obscenity or
disbanded entirely. Because the bill is actually an
addendum a larger piece of legislation on telecom¬
munications reform, private communication like email would also suffer at the hands of the bill.
Originally, the reform bill focused on the rules and

tact sites. There, users can find monthly pinups,
sexual stories and advice—basically a small taste of
the contents normally found in the actual maga¬
zines. Because this pornography is offered to the
public with no apparent obstacles to children, the
soon to be retiring Senator Exon has gone into ac¬
tion. "I'm not trying to be a super censor," he said
to the Times. "The first thing I was concerned with
was kids being able to pull up pornography on their
machines."
Unfortunately for the Senator, the Internet is a
global community. Children savvy enough to travel
the World Wide Web will realize that they can sim¬
ply click their way into other countries where por¬
nography is not illegal for their age groups. Compa¬
nies that maintain information on computer hack¬
ing sometimes have storehouses of information in
the Netherlands where the activity is not yet illegal.
Children who cannot find their favorite playmate at
any U.S. web site will hop, skip, and jump their way
over to France or Spain since changing destinations
on the World Wide Web is nearly as simple as dial¬
ing a new number on the telephone.
Strangely, Senator Exon admits that the goal of
eradicating sex from the net is unattainable. Never¬
theless, he continues, "I am not about to throw my
hands and give up." In light of the bill's probable
failure, Senator Exon ignores the costs of his plan.
Anything that seems to fit the entirely vague crite¬
ria of being "obscene" or "indecent" will be banned.
No more reading The Joy of Sex on-line. No more
sending notes to your lover in Ohio. And no swear¬
ing, lest you instantaneously change into a pillar of
salt with a $50,000 fine and a six-month jail term.
While I may happily type the seven deadly curse
words in this column, it would be criminal under
Exon's bill to do the same in a so-called private Email to a college friend. In trying to ban all that is
obscene from the Internet, Senator Exon's sweeping
proposal endangers every person's right to free ex¬
pression. The children Senator Exon tried to protect
will find new web sites to feed their pubescent de¬
sires, and the traffic on the net will disappear be¬
cause we'll all be
rotting in prison
for
forwarding
dirty jokes.

On March 23, the United States Senate Com¬
merce Committee approved a proposal "to ban
smut in cyberspace," according to The New York
Times. "The measure, attached without any debate
to a sweeping proposal to overhaul the nation's
communication laws, would level fines as high as
$100,000 and jail terms of up to two years on any¬
one who transmits material that is 'obscene, lewd,
lascivious, filthy, or indecent/" Questions of who
gauges obscenity or lewdness aside, the idea of
government censorship has sparked a response in
the Internet community, albeit a relatively tame
one. (Can Internet junkies be expected to engage in
any sort of activism beyond forwarding obscene
jokes, really?) A petition has been circulated on the
net that explains the nature of the "Communica¬
tions Decency Act of 1995" (Senate Bill S. 314) and
calls for the bill to be dropped from the agenda.
The petition has yet to have an effect on the legis¬
lature, however, as the bill's warm reception in the
Committee suggests little apparent government
opposition. The private sector, on the other hand,
has been growing steadily louder as groups such
as Apple Computer and Time Warner have ex¬
regulation of telephones. Included in this package
pressed that they "strongly opposed being re¬
was the notion that obscenity expressed through a
quired to censor the content of material they were
private telephone call is a punishable offense. While
carrying for others."
this premise allows crank and harassing phone calls
A wrinkle in the pending legislation is ex¬
to be prosecuted, it also permits any caller to be
plained by the authors of the petition: "The effects
punished for complaining about "shitty" politicians
of the bill on the on-line industry would be devas¬
from Nebraska. Though these crimes do not occupy
tating—most colleges and private companies
much time on federal judges' dockets, they are nev¬
(American On-line, CompuServe, etc.) would
ertheless illegal acts. The reform bill was changed
from one on telephone to one on telecommunica¬
probably have to shut down or greatly restrict ac¬
tions, or anything that is transmitted through tele¬
cess, since they would be held criminally liable for
phone cables. Therefore, just as lewd private phone
the postings and E-mail of private users." Senator
calls are open to prosecution, so would be indecent
Jim Exon, a Democrat from Nebraska and sponsor
of the bill, recognizes this problem. He refined an
yet private electronic letters.
earlier draft of the bill, creating an addendum to
The true targets of the bill are young users of
the Internet and its companion, the World Wide
protect on-line service companies. The bill now
Web, where even Playboy and Penthouse have con"exempts companies that merely provide trans¬
mission services,
navigational tools
for the net or 'inter¬
mediate storage' for
customers moving
material from one
location to another,"
said the Times.
Under that defi¬
nition, it remains
unclear to what ex¬
tent Bates would be
affected. According
to Steven Levy's ar¬
ticle, "Indecent Pro¬
posal: Censor the
Net" in the most re¬
cent
issue
of
Newsweek,
"Re¬
sponsibility
for
keeping the Net
clean [if Exon's bill
took effect] rests on
those who post mes¬
sages, send letters,
maintain web sites,
and distribute docu¬
ments and files."
This may force our
m*
College to close its
web site or be sub¬
ject to fines and
prison terms for
rule-breakers. Even
if the site remained
open, the school
could no longer al¬
low students to cre¬
A student types away madly, afraid he is taking his last look at an Internet playmate.

“Children who cannot
find their favorite
playmate at any U.S.
web site will hop, skip
and jump their way
over to France or
Spain”

To sign the
petition in
opposition to
Senator Exon’s
proposal, send an
E-mail message
to: “S314petitiorC'rrlcornaxn”.
The format is as
follows:
SIGNED <your
on-line address>
<your full name>
<Yes or No if you
are a U.S.
dtizen>. For
more
information,
consult the
Website “http://
www.wuokiejietnetf
-slowdog” and
the newsgroup
“comp.org.efE talk”.
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Letters fail at making the grade
The college purports to recruit
sub-frosh with "liveliness, thought¬
Schools teach you to imitate. If you don't imi¬
fulness and curiosity." By focusing
tate what the teacher wants ,you get a bad
students' attention on numerical vin¬
grade. Here, in college, it was more sophisti¬
dications of imagined competency on
cated, of course; you were supposed to imitate
facts easily digested and quickly for¬
the teacher in such a way as to convince the
gotten, however, the college squashes
teacher you were not imitating and going ahead
these traits.
with it on your own. That got you A's. Origi¬
We learn quickly how "The
nality on the other hand could get you any¬
Game" is played. Remember your
thing-from A to F. The whole grading system
first year? How you used to take copi¬
cautioned you against it.
ous notes while studying reserve
-Robert Pirsig
readings until the wee hours of the
morning? How you used to start pa¬
Imagine (if you will) a world with¬
pers early and revise, revise, revise?
out grades. Don't say anything yet.
And do you re¬
This won't happen
member when
in our lifetime. Just
you realized that
think about it. You
all of this prepa¬
begin to grin. No
It's an unwritten rule: don't
ration was sim¬
tests. Cool. Then, a
stray from picayune details and
ply
unneces¬
startling thought.
sary?
No GPA. Sweat
the required checklist if a good
It's an un¬
beads on your fore¬
grade is on the line.
written
rule:
head. "No grades?"
don't stray from
you stutter. "But —
picayune details
How will I get to
and the required
grad school? How
check lists if a good grade is on the
will I get a job? Why else did I come to
line. We're encouraged to confine our
college?!"
work to overworked (and dull) av¬
It is true that some colleges have
enues of thought. As a result, interest
managed to exist without grades. Oth¬
drops. Grades quickly become more
ers have begun alternative grading
important than knowledge. Our days
systems. Their students have even
are limited, and when grades enter
found jobs and have been accepted at
the picture, the choice between learn¬
graduate schools. But for a moment,
ing for content or memorizing for
let's just step outside the bounds of re¬
short-term retention becomes a
ality.
Our Catalog writes that a
simple task. If we memorize, we do
well. If we learn, we run the risk of
student's responsibility "is the devel¬
opment of his or her own abilities of
failure.
mind... the first duty of a liberal arts
The rules are simple: skim the re¬
quired
reading. Skip the rest. Don't
degree is to develop, encourage and
contradict
the teacher. For papers, re¬
direct that process." Paradoxically,
though, our grading system works to
cycle your notes. For tests, absorb
undermine the lofty, mind-expansion¬
teacher-determined factoids. Forget
them after the exam. School becomes
ary goals professed by this hypotheti¬
much simpler: less an academic exer¬
cally academic Eden.
BY SARAH GUNN

forces us to study, true. The sort of
cise and more a game of, "How To
studying motivated by the search for a
Slide by with the Least Exertion of Ef¬
high grade, however, does not nor¬
fort." We discover which classes in¬
mally provoke serious learning. We
volve real work, and then avoid them
learn instead to regurgitate knowl¬
as much as is humanely possible.
edge, and to play "The Game." Grades
There is, after all, our GPA to con¬
are the basis of self-worth to many.
sider.
However, this justification seems shal¬
As we struggle to the top of the
low. We receive recognition for as¬
bell curve, many lose sight of what
similation, and are forced to look out¬
our grades were originally meant to
side of ourselves for approval.
symbolize: true learning. It's safer that
Without grades, perhaps it could
way. Although our interests may of¬
become possible for students to be¬
ten lie outside of our majors, deviation
come interested in the process. Bates
is risky. For example, if I, as an admit¬
already recognizes, to a small extent,
tedly right-brained individual, were
the arbitrariness
to take science or
of our system. It
language courses,
no longer re¬
my average would
quires
SAT
suffer. So I haven't
As we struggle to the top of the
scores, and has
taken many. De¬
bell curve, many lose sight of what
instituted a pass/
spite the college's
fail procedure for
aspirations to "lib¬
our grades were originally meant
many Short Term
eral arts" and
to symbolize: true learning.
courses. Freed
"general educa¬
from the comfort¬
tion", its structure
ing constraints of
ensures that we re¬
the GPA, empha¬
main limited. Be¬
sis might center on the process of
cause of heavy major requirements
learning, rather than on the product of
and the fear of low grades, most stu¬
memorization.
dents avoid straying far from their
Imagine a world without grades.
major. When we are required to, we
Take them away, and what would be
enroll in less challenging courses. And
left? Could we operate without the
Bates recognizes this — why else
constant incentives and quick gratifi¬
would it offer gut courses like "Baby
cation that grading brings? There are
Chem?"
no clear answers. But perhaps, with a
Yet grades are compelling. They
reexamination of the philosophy be¬
act as vindicators, as proof that we are
doing well and that our work is val¬
hind grading, the college could move
a step closer to "developing, encour¬
ued. They motivate — for if our work
aging, and directing" the learning pro¬
is not handed in, then we receive bad
cess. It's a revolutionary prospect.
grades. We accept grading with little
One which we probably won't see in
examination of its merits or harms.
Good grades get us into grad school,
our lifetimes. But it does seem to make
sense. As Pirsig concluded, "Right.
or into jobs. That's all we need to
know.
Eliminate the whole degree-and-grading
system and then you'll get a real
But perhaps there is a need to re¬
examine our current system. Grading
education."

Still looking for the level playing field
Examining the future of affirmative action
BY JASON SCHAUBLE
The original goal of affirmative
action was a level playing field, a
counteraction of historical discrimi¬
nation. The idea of giving special
preference to minority groups was
seen as a short-term remedy of a
social situation that took hundreds
of years to develop. Now, after
thirty years it is legitimate to ask
when will it no longer be needed.
The time has come for an evalua¬
tion of a policy that is seen as hav¬
ing a limited effect on the groups it
is trying to help, with one of either
two possible solutions: to change
the policy to make it work or to get
rid of it altogether.
As never before, affirmative ac¬
tion is being called into question as
unfair to whites, males, and even
blacks and women themselves, re¬
sulting in increased intergroup re¬

sentment and conflict. This stigma ar¬
gument against affirmative action has
had minority group members feeling
as if they have to defend their merit
and has angry white men feeling as if
they are paying for their ancestors.
Identified by McMagazine Newsweek
as the "wedge issue" of the 19% presi¬
dential election, affirmative action has
prompted unparalleled scrutiny in
the past several weeks as California
attempts to lead the way in proposing
legislation opposing racial and sexual
preferences in employment, educa¬
tion, and contracts.
Some Americans equate affirma¬
tive action with quotas, and from this
equation legitimately draw the con¬
clusion that affirmative action should
be abolished. Certainly quotas are a
bad idea. Besides contradicting the
purposes of equal opportunity, quo¬
tas separate people into racial subdi¬
visions, which don't necessarily make
logical sense in the societal evolution

discriminated against on account of
toward color-blindness. Quotas cause
race or gender. Special rights
the ideal level playing field to become
shouldn't apply for anyone. For
rudely contoured. Yet it is obvious
them, it is simply time that America
that affirmative action policies are
stops thinking
more than just
in racial terms.
quotas, and the
Do they have a
high
moral
point? Yes. Is
ground gained by
after thirty years it is
the repeal of af¬
the
anti-quota
firmative action
legitimate to ask
forces dissolves
the solution? It
when this realiza¬
when it will no longer
could be.
tion is made. It
Historically
be needed
may be better to
o p p r e s se d
mend a weak link
groups are just
with
logical
that — op¬
change in an oth¬
pressed by history, be it in a social,
erwise fairly justified chain of policy
economic, or political manner. His¬
than to axe the entirepolicy outright.
torical oppression may seem a vari¬
Other Americans believe that they
able that allows validation of poli¬
are being forced to pay for others'past
cies based upon group preference
sins, and that we should simply de¬
and special rights. However, histori¬
clare ourselves a "color-blind" and
cal realities of discrimination aside.
"equal opportunity" society. These
Americans call for a meritocracy in
Continued on Page 13, Column 1
which neither whites nor blacks are
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Letters to the Editor

The Quick and the Dead
To the Editor:
In his review of the film "The
Quick and the Dead," David
Kociemba asserts that reviews of the
picture in the mainstream press reflect
a "misogynistic response" to the
movie and that "mainly, reviewers
have complained that this film doesn't
show enough skin." To support this
thesis Mr. Kociemba uses as evidence
reviews from The New Yorker and The
New York Times.
Unfortunately I
don't believe Mr. Kociemba's evi¬
dence supports his argument, for the
simple reason that I think he does not
really understand the reviews he cites.
Mr. Kociemba quotes from The
New Yorker review and says that it "is
sadly representative of the media's re¬
sponse." Here is that quote:
Her [Sharon Stone's] round-theclock task in life is to stand and glow
like a lighthouse while the male spe¬
cies breaks up on the rocks around
her. Thus far, only "Basic Instinct' has
allowed her to fulfill this sacred duty.
"The Quick and the Dead" goes so far
in the other direction that at one point
she wakes up in someone's bed with¬
out having had any sex. I don't get it.
Where's the fun in that?
Mr. Kociemba seems to take this
quote at face value, when perhaps he
should consider that it is sarcastic and
also put the quote into the context of
the entire review, which is laden with
sarcasm and polite contempt for what
Mr. Anthony Lane, the reviewer, calls
a "deeply unserious picture." Feeling
the movie unserious, I think Mr. Lane
felt it appropriate to review the movie
in an unserious, i.e., light tone. The
New Yorker, for all its serious and in¬
tellectual editorial content, still main¬
tains sophisticated humor as one of its

principal features. Perhaps Mr.
Kociemba was unaware of this .
Mr. Kociemba then proceeds to
say that "this lament [that this film
doesn't show enough skin] was also
repeated as a significant flaw in the
film, within a generally glowing re¬
view, by The New York Times."
I think Ms. Janet Maslin, who
wrote the Times review, would be sur¬
prised that Mr. Kociemba believes she
laments the absence of "skin" and that
her review is generally glowing.
Nowhere in the review does Ms.
Maslin lament the absence of "skin".
In fact the only mention of "skin", or
sex, in the review is Ms. Maslin's criti¬
cism of Sharon Stone's bedroom scene
with Leonardo DiCaprio. Ms. Maslin
writes "Ms. Stone's one tactical mis¬
take, in a film she coproduced, is to
appear to have gone to bed with Mr.
DiCaprio's character. This episode has
next to nothing to do with the rest of
the story." Surely that is not the lam¬
entation Mr. Kociemba is referring to?
Also to describe Ms. Maslin's re¬
view as "generally glowing" is, to say
the least, a misinterpretation. Perhaps
Mr. Kociemba is unfamiliar with Ms.
Maslin and her work, but that review
was most definitely not glowing. It
was polite in pointing out the movie's
limited strengths, but overall not an
eager recommendation.
Thus it seems that Mr. Kociemba's
assertion of misogynistic tendencies
among the film critics of the main¬
stream press is without foundation. I
can only suggest that if Mr. Kociemba
plans to present such a provocative
and sweeping generalization again,
Continued on Page 14, Column 1
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Sexual harassment is a devastating crime. Victims, both during their harass¬
ment and often for years afterward, suffer from a destroyed self-esteem and sense
of self-worth. They may stop trusting those around them. They can become alien¬
ated and withdraw. Many sexual harassment victims cease to be productive and
must spend years reassembling broken lives. Sexual harassment has a tangible
human cost, and, by extension, so does complying with an attempt to cover up of
an abusive professor’s record and trying to destroy the will of an alleged victim.
The issues surrounding Lisa Topol’s case against Bates College remain
vague (see article on front page). When our staff tried to get in touch with Bates’
lawyers last year, we were discouraged from doing so. The line taken by Bates
administrators at the time was that the College did not dismiss Topol’s alleged
harasser, Malcolm Woodfield, based on misconduct. We were told that
Woodfield’s decision to leave was his own, and the College had no knowledge
of inappropriate behavior on his part. We fell for this explanation, hook, line and
sinker.
Now we flip through the pages of Time and see that Bates may be trying to
obtain confidential records of Topol’s psychotherapy sessions. Why would our
lawyers be resorting to such sleazy tactics? Topol’s life has already been dam¬
aged irreparably—attacking her credibility at this point would be a reprehensible
act. If the Bates administration was truly unaware Woodfield’s inappropriate be¬
havior while on campus, then that is all the College needs to prove in court.
If Bates is associated in any way with the tactics reported in Time, we are
disgusted. Every superficial “liberal” notion this college tries to associate itself
with drops away, and the ugly truth may be that Bates is no more or less mania¬
cal than any other institution in its desperate attempts at self-preservation. Re¬
gardless of the veracity of Topol’s charges, Bates is guilty of one thing. Our
policy regarding sexual assault and misconduct serves the interests of neither vic¬
tim nor accuser, only that of the College’s image. The College should use this
occasion to reevaluate priorities. Redesign our sexual assault policies in a man¬
ner such that survivors won’t be discouraged from coming forward with their
cases. And, desist from attempting to destroy lives for the sole purpose of saving
face.

l Bates Student
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Reality bites

Putting oppression
into context

To the Editor:
I am writing in response not only
to the debate over The Student"s article
two weeks ago on the Multicultural
house, but also to a general sense I
have felt among (white) students on
campus. Let it be understood that I am
writing from the perspective of a
white male.
I have two concerns to discuss
here. First, why is it that the comfort
level of historically oppressed groups
on this campus is rarely a topic of dis¬
cussion, while the moment white stu¬
dents feel some uneasiness because of
one building on the same campus, it
becomes an issue of the gravest im¬
portance? This seems reflective of a
double standard.
My second question is, "Why are
there such great attempts to turn these
issues into a crude caricature of real¬
ity, in which "mainstream" whites are
somehow the victims of the
"Other(s)?"[sic] This situation is not
one in which everyone is equal. Some
have suffered abuses, and some have
not. To state otherwise is to ignore
both the history of group oppression
in this country and others, and the

personal experiences of many on this
campus. It is time for the "main¬
stream" on this campus to uncondi¬
tionally recognize the legitimate
moral claims of those who are
marginalized.
The main point is that until white
students (and I include myself here)
are willing to risk something, until
they are prepared to expose them¬
selves to insult and ridicule by taking
a walk to the Multicultural Center
and exploring it, and by engaging in
respectful discussions with others in
relation to these issues, little or no im¬
provement in the relations between
the white "mainstream" majority and
those who are marginalized is pos¬
sible. "We" should not expect "them"
to make such dialogue comfortable
for us.
I merely echo the words of others
in saying that only through construc¬
tive tension and argument can this
community move to resolve these is¬
sues.
Sincerely,

"Jewish people have experienced oppres¬
sion through centuries, but today Pales¬
tinians would say they are oppressed by
Israel."
Whoa! Pull out all the stops. It's
time to deconstruct yet again folks.
(Oy Gevalt!) We feel the need to re¬
spond to William Cutler, Affiliated
Religious counselor, who misrepre¬
sents Jewish oppression through ste¬
reotyping by association. He attempts
to draw a connection between the op¬
pression of Jews throughout the cen¬
turies, and the Israeli government's
oppressive policies towards Palestin¬
ians. When we refer to stereotyping
by association, we refer to Mr. Cutler's
assumption that the Israeli govern¬
ment represents all Jews worldwide. If
we, by association, are oppressing Pal¬
estinians, Mr. Cutler, by association, is
the Pope who started the Inquisition.
We are Jewish; this does not mean that
we support the systematic oppression
of Palestinians by the Israeli govern¬
ment. Nor, by virtue of our
Jewishness, are we innately connected

to the Israeli government at all. Recog¬
nize the difference.
Cutler claims that self-designa¬
tions of oppression are questionable
on the premise that all people have
been oppressed at some point in his¬
tory. He pulls oppression out of the
present context of Bates and the
United States. This is a lot to ask since
we as Jewish people derive our fury
and rage from our marginalization
within American culture. It is very
easy for a white Christian male to take
a holistic view of oppression using
trans-historical and cosmic analogies,
but for those of us who grew up as
Jews under the specter/scepter of
United States and Christian antiSemitism, such an approach is patron¬
izing, ignorant, and offensive. Such
an approach ignores the reality of our
everyday oppression and belittles our
rage.

Adam Gaynor '96
Nathaniel Orenstein ‘97
Emily Sigall '98

Josh Thomson '96

Center should be a meeting ground for all cultures
To the Editor:
Next Wednesday, the Bates
community will celebrate the 140th
anniversary of the College. In light
of this occasion, I would like to ac¬
knowledge some of the founding
principles of the college. The open¬
ing paragraph of the Bates cata¬
logue states
Bates College has been consistently
faithful to the purposes of those who
gave its birth 139 years ago. The Col¬
lege was founded by people who felt
strongly about human freedom, civil
rights, (my emphasis) and a higher
education for all who could derive an
advantage from it...Because some of its
earliest students were African Ameri¬
can or from religious minorities and
because many of them were poor, the
College discouraged fraternities and
sororities and firmly established the
tradition that all the College's activi¬
ties would be open to all its students.(my emphasis), (p. 2)
I believe Founders' Day should
be spent reflecting on these prin¬
ciples and examining how the col¬
lege has progressed since its found¬
ing in 1855. However, after reading
the last two issues of The Student, I
am not sure if we should see how
we have progressed or regressed.
When Peter Saunders' article
was published two weeks ago, I
was saddened by its contents. As
someone who was involved in the
establishment of the Multi-Cultural

Center [sicj, I was shocked to see the
misperceptions of the Center from ev¬
ery side of the issue. The fact that so
few people outside of the Multi-Cul¬
tural groups recognize their participa¬
tion in Center-affiliated events was
disheartening. But what bothered me
most is that the people who are most
vocal in supporting the Center seem to
have forgotten why the Center was es¬
tablished — as a place for everyone to
become educated about the diverse
cultures on this campus.
I became quite angry after I read a
referral to the Center as a haven for
minorities. This anger grew last week
when I read the responses to Mr.
Sander's article. One quote which par¬
ticularly stung was in the letter by Lisa
Foster, Adam Gaynor and Geeta
Tadavarthy in which they wrote, "Re¬
member: Just because the place is for
groups in the house, doesn't mean
that it is exclusive. Ya'll can come, but
it's not about you." This statement
could not be farther from the truth.
The house is not just for the groups in
the house. It is for the whole Bates
Community. And it is about everyone.
Although only certain groups have of¬
fices in the Center, we are all members
of the Center.
During the debate over the estab¬
lishment of the Center in 1992-3, Presi¬
dent Harwood asked the Multi-Cul¬
tural groups to propose ways to en¬
sure the Center would not become a
place exclusively for the groups with
offices in the House. According to the

last two issues of The Student, these
efforts were wasted. The principles of
the Multi-Cultural Center and the
College as a whole have been ignored.
As the voices represented in The Stu¬
dent suggest, many people perceive
the Center as a place exclusively for
the groups who are represented in the
Center.
The
polarization
and
misperceptions of this issue must be
addressed. Instead of aiding the
building of community, the MultiCultural Center has possibly de¬
tracted from this process. Statements
similar to the one above only contrib¬
ute to this polarization. The Bates
Community, as a whole, needs to step
back and examine the purpose of the
Center and how to better incorporate
it in the lives of all students, faculty,
and staff.
Founders' Day should be the time
to reflect on these problems. We
should concentrate on how to build
community, instead of segregating it.
To again refer to the college catalogue,
the chapter, "The Academic Pro¬
gram", states that the purpose of a
Bates education is that
With intellectual development should
come
a
deepening
moral
awareness...Comprehension of the com¬
plexities of life should lead to a sympa¬
thetic understanding of others and a gen¬
erosity in response to them. One should
develop a sense of social and civic respon¬
sibility. A high sense of integrity should
guide the student's every significant ac¬

tion. (p. 9).
This goal has been lost. We are
not trying to understand the com¬
plexities in life anymore, but are try¬
ing to simplify issues (hence, polar¬
ization). I do not hear sympathy in
voices. And I do not hear a sense of
responsibility to the larger commu¬
nity when listening to the debate
over the Center.
The College has not lost com¬
plete sight of this goal. In asking
Professor Elie Wiesel to speak at
Convocation, we will hopefully be
reminded of our responsibility as
human beings. As a man who has
witnessed one of the most horrific
crimes committed against man, he is
not consumed with anger. He does
not wallow in self-pity. Instead, he
has taken his experience and has
tried to prevent the same tragedy
from occurring again. Between Pro¬
fessor Wiesel's speech and the
theme of Founders' Day, we all will
be reminded of the principles and
goals of the College. I ask, with these
themes in mind, that everyone re¬
evaluate the discussion of the Cen¬
ter and other Multi-Cultural issues
on April 5th, and try to find a way to
transform the issue from one of po¬
larization to one of openness and
community responsibility.

Sincerely,
Rebecca Wolfe '95
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Turning the tables leaves an environment safe for no one
To the Editor:
At the risk of offending groups
associated with the Multicultural Cen¬
ter, I question whether the Center pro¬
vides a solution to problems of intoler¬
ance on the Bates campus. The pur¬
pose of the Multicultural Center is un¬
clear, yet it seems to have several
roles: a support structure for
"disempowered" groups and an edu¬
cational resource to alleviate the intol¬
erance of diversity. The Center has fre¬
quently been described as "geared to¬
wards various multi-ethnic group
concerns"; this necessarily implies
that it is NOT geared towards the ma¬
jority or "white" culture. In reference
to the Center, the "Propagation in
need of deconstruction" article in the
March 24 Bates Student asserts to the
majority that "it's not about you". This
attitude makes the Center a less-than
ideal environment to foster interaction
between different groups and cultures
represented on this campus. Given the
prevalence of this attitude in many re¬
sponse articles to Peter Sander's
March 17 article on the Multicultural
Center, it should not be surprising
that attendance by the majority has
been low.
An essential goal of the Center
seems to be to provide a safe environ¬
ment for various groups on campus.
While this may be a necessary func¬
tion of the Center, it seems to conflict
with the goal of providing a forum for
the open exchange of ideas. In regards
to campus residences, by banning fra¬
ternities and sororities on campus, the
College has historically sought to en¬
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courage an environment that pro¬
motes interaction between all of its
members. I
worry that the
Multicultural Center may encourage
self-segregation of "disempowered"
groups, serving to only further polar¬
ize the differences between the minor¬
ity and majority. Indeed, placing
groups with similar interests in an iso¬
lated environment has created a situa¬
tion in which "the majority culture
feels like the minority", according to
the article "Multicultural Center
serves as a turning of tables".
Wouldn't an environment in which all
groups are equally represented be
more beneficial for the education of
both the majority and minority? For
insight into the importance of diver¬
sity and interaction, Affiliated Reli¬
gious Counselor William Cutler cites
Harvard professor Charles Willie, "di¬
versity serves to protect each of us
from our perceptual blind spots so
that we might attain a more truthful
understanding of the world."
The unfortunate fact that dis¬
crimination against minority groups
occurs in no way justifies reverse dis¬
crimination against members of the
majority who are temporarily in the
minority. I find the "turning the
tables" attitude alarming and
unconstructive towards ending the in¬
tolerance of difference. While people
associated with the Multicultural Cen¬
ter may have been rightly offended by
the unfair marginalization of their ef¬
forts, the subsequent harassment of
Peter Sanders is reprehensible. It is

ironic that some members of
"disempowered" groups, who find
themselves subject to hurtful and ma¬
licious acts of intolerance, employ
these very methods of intimidation.
While the methods and results of
The Student poll may be questionable,
it is clear that a substantial number of
Bates students do not use the
Multicultural Center. The "it's not
about you" attitude conflicts directly
with the exemplary efforts of mem¬
bers of the Multicultural Center, such
as Melanie Ghosh and Jeremy
Pelofsky, to incorporate all students
into activities at the Center. Obvi¬
ously, the Center is open to everyone,
but the "not about you" attitude
clearly implies that some groups are
welcomed more readily than others.
This attitude may in fact be part of the
reason why multicultural events at the
Center are under-attended by a major¬
ity of Bates Students. Triad is certainly
a major campus event, but it is ridicu¬
lous to assert that it is in any way an
educational opportunity to learn
about multicultural issues. Unfortu¬
nately, since the Center is not a place
where all members of the campus
choose to go, it has failed to improve
relations between minority and major¬
ity cultures.
The administration has created a
support
structure
for
"disempowered" groups that does not
accurately represent all people. I am
not suggesting that intra-group soli¬
darity, knowledge, and understand¬
ing, should be discouraged; after all,

The Bates Student
:
Meetings Sundays at 7:00 p.m.

every group, even white, heterosexual
males, need to reaffirm their beliefs
and status in a unified way that pro¬
motes and perpetuates intra-group
pride, confidence, and comfort. Ha¬
rassment and denigration are NOT
exclusive to groups that currently con¬
sider themselves "disempowered".
A more positive multicultural
perspective teaches first and foremost
that no one group has sufficient wis¬
dom or virtue to insure justice for all
peoples. How then, can a truly
"multicultural" Center not include the
white cultural perspective? To again
cite Cutler's March 24 article, "the rec¬
ognition that oppression.Js a shared
human experience, may actually serve
as a basis upon which we can work
towards reconciliation and true com¬
munity". While the administration
has responded to the need for various
groups to feel secure, the Center un¬
fortunately is not, to borrow a phrase,
"a panacea for diversity's ills". To fos¬
ter a truly unified and harmonious
campus environment, the administra¬
tion must commit itself to the com¬
mon interests of all groups. The cur¬
rent environment of the Center, spe¬
cifically tailored to the needs of
"disempowered" groups, may very
well have created a justified sense of
exclusion among members of an
unrepresented majority.

Sincerely,
John K. Waskiewicz '95

Forum
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EARTHWATCH

The grass is always greener on the toxic side
BY SARAH STANDI FORD

Soon spring will be in full bloom
— the birds will be chirping, grass
sprouting, weeds flourishing, and
lawn care specialists dousing them to
death with lethal amounts of pesti¬
cides. All over America around this
time of year, Chemlawn, and similar
lawn care companies, invade subur¬
bia. They bring with them slick adver¬
tising that informs us why it is impor¬
tant to build natural lawns, presum¬
ably by spraying them monthly with
carcinogenic substances. We are a na¬
tion that is addicted to expensive
quick fixes, and chemical lawn care is
the most costly of them all.
Chemical lawn care means, essen¬
tially, that large companies earn a lot
of money doing very little. In order to
keep lawns green, we pay people to
spray them routinely with pesticides
and fertilizers. These are pesticides
like 2, 4-D, the most common herbi¬
cide in the U.S., which is also the pri¬
mary component of Agent Orange. 2,
4-D causes non-hodgkin lymphona in
dogs and is connected with several
farmers' deaths. The most common
insecticide, Diazinon, appeals to birds
because of its pellet form, and causes
them to have seizures and die.
Birds are not the only ones who
suffer, however. Anyone exposed to

pesticides can experience symptoms
of nervous system damage, including
muscle aches, rashes, headaches, diz¬
ziness and nausea. Kids, especially,
are susceptible because they often
play on treated lawns. Most everyone
knows of dogs or cats that have died
of suspected pesticide poisoning.
In addition, chemical fertilizers
are not as benign as we tend to think.
They are highly concentrated chemi¬
cals which leach into storm drains and
water bodies, eventually causing al¬
gae blooms that destroy fish and other
sea life. They are harmful, also, in that
they weaken the
lawns by
overnourishing the grass roots so that
they do not have to extend into the soil
to obtain nutrients.
Chemicals like these, however,
are not necessary. Lawn care compa¬
nies, through slick media campaigns,
have assured us that lawn chemicals
are necessary. They have portrayed
pesticides as safe — a dubious claim
for chemicals that are designed to kill.
Chemlawn was sued for making false
safety claims, for example.
In fact, there are many alterna¬
tives to lawn chemicals that are safer.
For example, Integrated Pest Manage¬
ment (IPM), a fancy term for common
sense, is a method of pest control that
involves starting with a healthy lawn
(i.e., using grass native to the area and

not shaving it to golf-course type
length), and treating for pests when
pests are actually a problem. The big
difference here is that Chemlawn and
similar companies like to insist that
pests have to be repeatedly sprayed
before they are a problem, which,
conveniently enough, means that we
employ their services more often.
Yet, even though we do not use
Chemlawn here at Bates, we are not
free from contamination. The Quad is
sprayed in the spring with 2, 4-D for
dandelions (looks good on the

viewbook, though, doesn't it?) and
many of the shrubs around campus
are also sprayed. It's important that if
you see signs warning to keep off
sprayed lawns, obey them, because
walking on a sprayed lawn just is not
safe. Also, be careful of dogs and
other pets who may be exposed as
well. If the thought of these carcino¬
gens is even a little scary to you, then
say something about it. The mainte¬
nance department is very responsive
to student concerns, and this is some¬
thing worth being concerned about.

When equal opportunity is less than equal
Continued from Page 9
the ideal of special rights is at odds
with the ideal of individual merit
upon which this country was
founded. Policies that are based on
group preference as opposed to indi¬
vidual opportunity are just not able to
be defended easily as ideals. One of
our founding fathers, John Quincy
Adams, wrote that America is a "land
not of privileges but of equal rights"
and that "privileges granted to one
denomination of people can very sel¬
dom be discriminated from erosions
of the rights of others." Adams was a
privileged white male, as was the rest
of the Constitutional Convention, but
the merit of his argument shines
through. How does one justify prefer¬
ential treatment at the expense of oth¬
ers?
A better question to ask may be:
what is meant by equal rights? If ev¬
eryone were to be told tomorrow that
they were to be equal in their treat¬
ment from then on as Adams would
have it, historical inequalities would
exist that can't be easily remedied by
rhetoric. Won't this new "equal" soci¬
ety support the current power para¬
digm and the historical injustices? To
reach a true state of equality, a society
would have to undergo a vast redistri¬
bution of resources so that there was
an idealistic "level playing field". If
we are to give up on affirmative ac¬
tion, we must also be willing to make
a commitment to redistribution of
power — a commitment many Ameri¬
cans are not willine to make.

Although I do not consider myself
had only a limited effect in helping
a proponent of affirmative action as it
poor blacks and other minorities."
is now, I am willing to admit that
Deval L. Patrick, the assistant attorney
there are problems with the status
general of the Justice Department's
quo, and that further remedies are
civil rights division, said, "We must
needed as response towards discrimi¬
face up to the fact that in some forms
nation. I don't see how a white man
and contexts, affirmative action has
could realistically look himself in the
just not worked. Lazy employers and
mirror in the morning and kid himself
sloppy school administrators turn af¬
that he would eagerly trade places
firmative action into a numbers game,
with a woman or a random black man
abandoning merit and quality and
for the higher purpose of equality if
good judgment in favor of the numeri¬
affirmative action were to be abol¬
cal straitjackets we label 'quotas'. That
ished. At the same
kind of affirma¬
time, how many
tive
action
people out there
makes that tool
are willing to give
the enemy of
up their privilege
achievement and
Lazy employers and sloppy
for this higher call¬
discredits
us
school administrators turn
ing when there is
all." And these
no assurance that
affirmative action into a
are the propo¬
others will follow
nents of affirma¬
numbers game
suit (or that this
tive action. One
higher calling even
only need look
produces the de¬
in the pages of
sired results)?
your
favorite
An equal soci¬
daily periodical
ety means a lot more than just saying
to see the opposing view represented
that everyone will be treated equally.
by Republicans Governor Pete Wilson
Therefore, I will not go so far as to say,
of California, Senate Majority leader
"Abolish affirmative action!", but I be¬
Bob Dole of Kansas, and House
lieve that the current policy is incom¬
Speaker Newt Gingrich of Georgia.
plete and limiting in effect at best.
When Republican Presidential
Change is needed, but our society is
hopeful Dole has the audacity to say
not necessarily ready for abolition of
on national television that, "The
affirmative action policies until they
American people sense all too clearly
can say convincingly that they would
that the race-counting game has gone
be willing to change roles with an his¬
too far," he makes a clearer statement:
torically oppressed person.
white men aren't afraid to tackle this
As The Boston Globe noted in its
issue anymore. For a time, affirmative
staff editorial, "affirmative action has
action was practically taboo, and as

critic Shelby Steele wrote in The Bos¬
ton Globe, "Blacks didn't want to be
called Uncle Toms, and whites didn't
want to be branded as racists. An at¬
tack on affirmative action seemed an
attack on both white virtue and black
empowerment." Opponents of the
policy even quote the late civil rights
crusader Martin Luther King, Jr. to
support their beliefs. He put it rather
simply when he said people should
judge blacks by the content of their
character rather than the color of their
skin.
The thirty years of relative silence
following the implementation of affir¬
mative action policy are what Michael
Kinsley of The New Yorker refers to as
the "golden age of near-unanimous
agreement that there should be no dis¬
crimination either way." In his article
entitled "The Spoils of Victimhood",
Kinsley says that the opposition to af¬
firmative action has a "potted history
and potted analysis that go together."
This belief holds that, 'The civil-rights
movement was good through about
1964, when it pushed to eliminate dis¬
crimination against blacks, and went
bad after about 1969, when it started
pushing for discrimination against
whites."
Now we have discrimination go¬
ing one way, and there is a harsh real¬
ity that it is not working the way it
was supposed to. On March 3, Presi¬
dent Clinton entered the fray and said
he would favor a "need-based pro¬
gram", but in doing so he inadvertContinued on Page 18, Column 1
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Take a look at what is going into your pocket
BY DAVID KOCIEMBA

Admit it! You just don't care
about the One Card system. You're
busy thinking about where you've left
your keys, whether you'll be able to
sneak into Commons tonight to avoid
the line, paying off your bills.... What
if I told you that Bates cared about
you, and wanted to make your daily
stress-ridden life a little easier? You'd
be surprised, wouldn't you? Perhaps
a little suspicious? That's where the
One Card System comes in. Although
the administration may be wellintentioned (or they might not be ...),
they just might botch this golden op¬
portunity if you don't give them your
knowledgeable guidance.
So, if you have a free half hour
next week, you might just want to
wander into Carnegie 204 on Monday
at 6:30 p.m. If you don't attend this
open forum hosted by the Representa¬
tive Assembly, you will have missed
your last chance to voice concerns
about the One Card system before the
administration implements it next
year. You will have no one to blame
but yourselves if your daily life next
year is just a little more stress-ridden
than this year.
When I go to this forum, I plan to
pose some of these very questions to
Larry Johnson. Yet, obviously I cannot
ask them all. Nor would I want to. So,
I'll share with you my concerns, and
hope that in doing so, I'll spark some
questions that I would never have
thought of...
- When is the exact date the whole One
Card system will be implemented?
- What do you hope to gain with this
pilot system, due to be implemented
next fall?
- How will the student body be able to
register its opinion of the One Card
system during its pilot program?
What about afterwards?
- How much will the pilot system
cost? How about for the whole sys¬
tem?
- After we spend the money for the pi¬
lot system, will there be an inevitable
push to upgrade the system, as we've
already spent the money?
- Why now? What is the pressing cam¬
pus need pushing the One Card sys¬
tem?
- Why has this need not been relevant
in the past?
- Will this need still be relevant in the

future?
- Can this money be better spent?
What about the financial aid crisis?
- If there's a debit function, where can
I use the One Card? What's my credit
limit?
- If not, how is the One Card different
from my student I.D.?
- Will the One Card be accepted as
valid I.D. off-campus?
- What will the One Card look like?
Will it have my picture? A magnetic
strip? My name?
- Will it look and feel different from
the thousands of other pieces of plas¬
tic already in my wallet? (Mastercard,
Visa, phone card, ATM card, health
insurance card, Victoria's Secret Pre¬
ferred Customer Body Oil Discount
membership card...)
- Since it is a key to the dorms, but not
to my dorm room, won't I have to
keep the One Card together with my
room key? Won't most people on cam¬
pus then keep the One Card with their
keys out of sheer convenience?
- First year orientation is all just a blur
to me now, but didn't you say then
that we should never keep our I.D.
with our room keys? Won't more
people do that now?
- If I lose the One Card, whoever finds
it not only knows who I am and what
I look like, but s/he can also get into
my dorm. Since they'll likely find my
keys as well, they'll be able to get into
my dorm room, if they take five min¬
utes to figure out where I live from my

More Quick and Dead
Continued from Page 10
--—..:■■■■■.;--he choose his evidence with more
care (Janet Maslin a woman-hater?
The New Yorker mainstream me-

dia?>and subject it to a more thorough and careful reading.
Sincerely,
Charles P. Melville '95

phone number, which they can look
up. Isn't that dangerous?
- What is the rape and burglary statis¬
tics for those colleges before and after
they instituted the One Card system?
How well have these studies, if any,
been adjusted for other factors?
- How many student lose their I.D. per
semester, even for a brief period of
time?
- How will this effect Commons? The
Library?
- Johnson estimated in the March 10
issue of The Bates Student that we
could save $30,000-$40,000 annually
with the One Card system. I'm a bit
curious about that myself. Bob Volpi
said One Card would provide a more
efficient system of ordering and pre¬
paring food. How would the One
Card system do that exactly?
- Volpi said that the One Card system
would help by storing a history of the
traffic through Commons, give an
idea of what meals are popular, and
indicate which mealtimes and days
are busiest. Why can't they computer¬
ize the results of the clicker lady on the
campus computer system already in
place? (why no men clickers...?) Why
are we apparently so inefficient?
Wouldn't inventories tell which meals
are popular, by telling how many
meals of a particular type have to be
made? Doesn't everyone know which
days and mealtimes are busiest?
- As far as controlling access to Com¬
mons, how does the One Card lock the

back door?
- What feature unique to the One Card
prevents students from propping the
back door? If it's not unique to the
One Card, why don't we take that
measure independently to solve this
problem?
- Supposing they institute the One
Card system, will the workers affected
by it receive a salary increase to com¬
pensate for their additional labor and
duties? How much of a raise? Has that
cost been factored in? Or was the col¬
lege planning on exploiting these
workers?
- How does this work with the Den?
- Will I still be able to get a bagel
quickly before class?
- Will I pay for each meal I get served,
as tracked by the One Card system?
- If so, will this lead to an increase in
illicit entries into Commons?
- Moving on to academic buildings,
when will I have to use the One Card
to get into these areas?
- Where will the records be kept of
who entered what and when?
- Who will have access to those
records?
- Under what circumstances will those
individuals have access to them?
- How much of a say do I have as an
individual during those circum¬
stances?
- How much input will the student
body have in determining the answers
to these accessibility questions?
- Speaking of accessibility, when the
system breaks down - and it will - how
will I get into my dorm?
- How long will a door have to be
propped at a dorm or house before se¬
curity is notified by the One Card sys¬
tem?
- Who will be sent to deal with the
propped
door,
Security
or
Safewalkers?
- If Security will deal with the
propped doors, won't they be awfully
busy unpropping doors? How will
this effect the performance of their
other duties?
- If Safewalkers deal with this prob¬
lem, how is the One Card system dif¬
ferent from the dorm safety program
we have now? How much more effi¬
cient is this new system? Is that in¬
crease in efficiency worth the
program's cost?
- Who exactly are we securing our¬
selves from?
- What do they look like?
- Where do they come from?
- Why do we fear them?

Hey Seniors !!
Did you know....
a contribution to tbe Senior Class
will be directed towards scholarships
for fut ure Bates students?

To Whom It May Concern:
Today is Friday. Yesterday was not. Why do Fridays only come some days, and not
others? I asked my first-grade teacher once, but she was non-responsive. I think she may
have been trying to hide something, but I have never been able to ascertain for certain. I'm
still wondering. If you have any information, please contact me. I'm in the book.

PLEASE GIVE - YOU CAN
MAKE A DIFFERENCE HERE

il5
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An apple a day keeps the Deans away
Lane Hall opens permanent photo galls
By Jennifer Weiers
Student Correspondent

It was a stark and sterile lounge.
Signs of life were hidden well; the
study abroad information was tucked
away under the counter and the coffee
was kept behind cupboard doors. The
walls were blank — until now. The vi¬
sion of the photography club com¬
bined with the initiative of the Dean of
Students Office has turned the Lane
Hall waiting room into a permanent
art gallery.
Last short term, the Photography
Club presented a special student ex¬
hibit in the waiting room; the response
was overwhelming. "But it was up for
such a short time," stated Dean of Stu¬
dents F. Celeste Branham, who enthu¬
siastically supported the club's recent
proposition for a permanent display.
With help from the Deans' Office, the
club purchased wooden frames from
the art museum's equally encouraging
Assistant Curator, Bill Low.
The frames will remain in Lane
Hall and their content will change
each semester as the exhibit rotates
through different group shows. The
first display will remain through the
end of short term, featuring black and
white photographs by Aaron Hewitt
'97 and Jonathan Pereira '98, as well as
Photo Club co-presidents elect Liz
LaFemina '97 and Jen Long '97.

The two works Long submitted
for the exhibit were completed for a
photography class assignment to cap¬
ture images of good and evil. Long
chose the Bates Chapel to represent
both attributes. "It's subjective," she
explains. "In one thing there can be
good and evil; it depends on the
individual's perception."
The display is already turning
heads. "I had hopes that [the students'
work] would be very good, and they
were exceeded," Branham stated em¬
phatically. "I am absolutely thrilled
with it."
According to current photo club
president Chris Tine '96, future exhib¬
its in the lounge may be organized
around a common theme. The club
also intends to feature photographs
taken during off-campus studies,
since the Lane Hall space houses lit¬
erature about opportunities abroad.
The exhibits, although directed by the
photo club, are not limited to mem¬
bers only. "Ideally," states Tine, "this
will be a place for student photogra¬
phy from all different sources."
LaFemina hopes that the exhibit
"will set a precedent for more spaces
to be set aside." "Blank places," com¬
plains Tine, "are terribly oppressive."
The club plans to orchestrate a theme
exhibit for Parents' Weekend '96, to be
located somewhere in Chase Hall. Ini¬
tiating a display in the Multicultural
Center is another aspiration of the

One of new photo club President Liz LaFemina’s photos to be displayed in
Lane Hall’s waiting room through short term._Liz LaFemina photo.
club. Long urges students to show off
their work. "There aren't many oppor¬
tunities, but not enough people take
advantage of the ones there are," she
says, citing The Garnet literary maga¬
zine and the Bates Arts Society stu¬
dent art exhibits as chances that stu¬
dents often overlook.
Tine hopes the exhibit will "en¬
courage people to take a break from
their day and see what other students
have been working on." Lane Hall is

beaming about the improvements to
its walls. The bleak white space has
been replaced by compelling images
of apples and arches, faces and hands.
"It livens up the place," commented
Doris Vincent. Dean Sawyer described
it as "wonderful." Branham con¬
curred, "It's great to have student
work in an area where [everyone]
gathers; we can all appreciate this."

Zenbopwe, Beethoven, or ABBA, you make the call!
By John Kramer
Staff Writer

Music is one of the greatest phe¬
nomenons of life. It can be beautiful or
ugly, it can move you to dance, or
even make you cry. In our society, it is
ever present, in the supermarket, on
the street, in our rooms. We listen
while we work, or while we play. It
can set the mood for any occasion.
Well, anyway, all this is somewhat
cliche, but it is true that the variety
contained in music is unfathomable.
Ethnomusicology, the study of music

from other cultures, has helped show
us in the west exactly how diverse
music is.
Within our own pop culture, this
diversity is well represented. Just
think back to all those early 80's tunes
that we all know and love so well.
They are certainly different than songs
of the 50's, or disco or show tunes. But
in many respects, they are very simi¬
lar. Almost any song for any time pe¬
riod in pop music uses the same for¬
mal construction. After an introduc¬
tion, if there is one, there is a verse or
two, a chorus, sometimes a bridge

The author prepares for next week’s performance of his honor’s thesis, a
compendium of his orignial compositions._Barney Beal photo.

maybe another chorus or verse. What¬
ever the order, there are always these
three elements (verse, chorus, bridge)
present. And in terms of the music,
there are at most three separate musi¬
cal ideas present, one for the verse,
one for the chorus and one for the
bridge. Thus within any particular
pop music song, there is not a lot of
diversity. This accounts for the length
of pop songs. Rarely does a song ex¬
ceed four minutes in length.
I have played all types of music,
from rock, to jazz, to classical, to folk.
Rock music is always the easiest to
play. This is because of its repetitive
nature. Even folk music gives way to
complex ornamentation and variety
through repetition. Classical music, a
very broad term, is from my perspec¬
tive, the most complex. There are a
wide variety of musical ideas, a wide
variety of musical colors and emotions
represented. Ideas can change and
transform themselves into new ideas
thus enriching the music. This en¬
riched variety and density that classi¬
cal music contains, makes it more dif¬
ficult to listen to, which is why I think
that it is falling out of popularity. Lis¬
tening to classical music involves ac¬
tive listening; one must truly partici¬
pate in the performance. It is not
something that we can have on in the
background like pop music. The Jong
range scope of classical music pieces
means that we must focus our atten¬
tion for upwards of half an hour,

something that is becoming more dif¬
ficult to do for most Americans.
The Bates community has been
more or less responsive to musical
events occurring on campus. While
big name pop artists sell out, some of
the most tasteful music appearing on
the Olin concert stage has gone unno¬
ticed. Unfortunately, most of these ne¬
glected concerts have been programs
of twentieth century music. There is a
prevalent negative stereotype of mod¬
em music in our culture, a stereotype,
like any stereotypes, that is useless.
When was the last time you heard a
live performance of a concert hall
piece composed within this century?
There are very infrequent perfor¬
mances of such works. And even
when there are pieces on programs,
many people will try to avoid them by
removing their presence from the per¬
formance. All without giving this mu¬
sic a fair shake.
In this next week, there will be an
unprecedented display of modern
music by students at this school. Com¬
positions by Dan Russett, Heather
Josselyn, Denise Todman, Jordan
Holt, and myself will be premiered.
These five composers represent a di¬
verse array of musical styles, but all
have written good, and original mu¬
sic. We, as a community, should sup¬
port these events not only because
they are Bates students, but more in
order to gain a greater understanding
of the state of modern music.

i
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Stalking the saccharin
fruits of modem knowledge
MTV HAS THIS FASCINATING QUALITY, WITH ALL ITS HYPE AND STYLISH VEE JAYS IN THE BEST ALTERNATIYE/tHMFT STORE CLOTHING, CONSUMING ONE AND SENDING ONE’S TELEVISION INTO ABSOLUTE
OBLIVION. I AM CONSISTENTLY AMAZED TO THE SEE THE GLOWING BOX IN THE CORNER OF ANY GIVEN ROOM, CASTING A BRILLIANT YET STUPEFYING GLOW ONTO ITS WATCHERS, ITS SACCHARIN FRUITS DRIPPING CANDY-SWEET

“X” IS HUNGERING.

TASTINESS FOR WHICH THE GENERATION CALLED

FROM THE GAME SHOWS THAT TEST ONE’S TRIED AND TRUE KNOWLEDGE OF THE

70’s SITCOM, TO THE MTV PARTY TO Go COMPACT DISCS RIPE FOR PICKING

AT YOUR FAVORITE STRAWBERRIES RECORD STORE, TO HALF-HOUR EPISODES OF SOAP OPERATIC SILLINESS THAT ATTEMPT TO DISPLAY THE PLIGHT OF A GROUP OF SEVEN STRANGERS LIVING TOGETHER IN THE BIG CITY (PREFERRED
LOCATION - ANYWHERE THAT CAN BE ABBREVIATED WITH EASE LIKE MUSIC TELEVISION, SUCH AS

NYC, LA) AND

STRUGGLE TO START LIFE ANEW WITH THEIR LIMITLESS POSSIBILITIES. ALL OF THESE OFFERINGS FILL A LONGING

NEED TO BE A PART OF SOMETHING, TO HAVE A, DARE I SAY, SPACE TO EXPLORE ONE’S OWN INDIVIDUAL X-INESS. IDENTIFICATION WITH ANOTHER IS DESIRED, SO WHAT BETTER WAY TO HAVE SAVVY CONSUMERS SUCH AS YOU
- YES, YOU SMART KID - FEEL SOME KIND OF KINSHIP WITH YOUR GENERATION THAN TO PUT ON YOUR FAVORITE MEDIA OUTLET A SHOW OF “REAL” PEOPLE DOING “REAL” STUFF AND HAVE THE CREATIVE SPECIAUSTS RACK THEIR
COLLECTIVE BRAIN TO COME UP WITH THAT PROVOCATIVE TITLE “REAL WORLD.” YOU GREW UP WATCHING MARTHA QUINN (WHO’S NOW PEDDLING ZIT CREAM) AND HAVING YOUR POLITICAL CONVICTIONS EXPRESSED BY BaND-

Aid

(George Michael was always such a hottie), so you now have finely honed entertainment needs that can only be satisfied by this?

Oh,

no doubt, the show does have this amazing quality that sucks one in and puts a choke hold on the attention span, for this can be documented by the dedicated woman in my dorm who spent

THE ENTIRE SATURDAY WATCHING ONE SEASON’S MYSTERIES UNFOLD, BUT I THINK IT IS A FEELING OF SUPERIORITY THAT KEEPS ONE’S INTEREST PEAKED. THE FEELING THAT SAYS, “WHERE DID THEY GET THIS JERK PUCK AND
WHY DO I FEEL LIKE I SEE HIM EVERY DAY ON THIS CAMPUS?” AND “WHY IS THAT COREY WOMAN CRYING ALL THE TIME. DAMN SHE’S CLINGY.” It IS THAT VERY FORUM THAT ONE HAS BEEN SEEKING, THE OPPORTUNITY TO SIT
THROUGH FOUR CONSECUTIVE EPISODES, SAYING “I HAVE TO LEAVE, THIS IS CRAZY, I HAVE AN 80-PAGE PAPER TO WRITE” (EXAGGERATION - A TACTIC UTILIZED TO GET PITY FROM PEERS, A DIRECT PaVLOVIAN RESPONSE TO THE
SHOW IN QUESTION) YET STAY TO LAUGH AT THESE RIDICULOUS HUMAN BEINGS AS THEY BAWL OVER SPEAKER PHONE TO GET THEIR SNOT-FIXATED ROOMMATE TO COME HOME AND BE RATIONAL. WHO REALLY ACTS LIKE THIS, AND
IF PEOPLE GENUINELY DO WHY AM I

WATCHING THEIR OBVIOUSLY OVERDRAMATIZED LIVES COMPLETE WITH APPROPRIATE GRUNGE TUNE ACCOMPANIMENT?

Well, I don’t quite know, FOR I HAVE fallen victim to this show every summer for the past three YEARS. I FEEL AS THOUGH I AM admitting this from THE CLOUD-STREWN CONFESSIONAL THAT GIVES EVERY
MEMBER OF THE “REAL WORLD” THE TIME AND SPACE TO COME TO TERMS. I LIKE TO BLAME BOREDOM OR MY FEAR OF MELANOMA THAT SUCKS ME INTO THIS ABYSS, BUT MELANCHOLIA GETS THE BETTER OF ME AND I LONG FOR
THE DAYS WHEN TY WASN’T SO REAL OR AT LEAST DIDN’T EVOKE STRANGE VOYEURISTIC TENDENCIES - WATCHING OTHERS LIVE, LISTENING TO THEIR CONVERSATIONS. THE “REAL WORLD” RESPONSIBLE FOR THE STALKER
MENTALITY? THAT’S QUITE A LEAP, BUT WHAT FAITHFUL XER IS REALLY AFRAID OF OVER-ANALYSIS?

■

- LAURA LAMBERT

■

■

.

..

Rob’s Real World
Even better than the real thing ?

We all know

MTV’s “The Real World” sucks. It sucks donkeys.

First

OF ALL, HOW REAL IS IT? POTENTIAL ROOMMATES MUST AUDITION AND COMPETE FOR
PLACES IN A BEAUTIFULLY

MTV’s surreal “The Real World”

IKEA FURNISHED

HOUSE, ALL LIVING EXPENSES PAID. ALL

of the “Real World” housemates are beautiful, interesting, ethnically
DIVERSE (WHICH FOR

MTV’S

PURPOSES MEANS “TOKENIZED”), AND CONVENIENTLY

HAVE GRANDSTANDING FIGHTS JUST AS THE CAMERAS SEEM TO LURK AROUND. EVERY¬
ONE, ON WHICHEVER INCARNATION OF THE REAL WORLD, IS YOUNG, HIP, AND FASH¬
IONABLE. It’s like an infomercial for Details magazine.
People sit around, talk about their “cultural” differences, go to
Cancun or Jamaica on whim, and date an endless barrage of at¬

“I feel so pretty, that I hardly can believe I’m real”

tractive MEN, WOMEN and/or EITHER.
Right after my brother graduated from Brown, he was in
a “Real World”-type universe.

It’s the arguments. The only thing really worth anything,

The obvious first question has to be: what is real
about “The Real World”?

I don’t want to make this an

IF one has any values at all, is the vast array of argumentative

ISSUE, BECAUSE IT ISN’T ONE, BUT WHEN THE PEOPLE MISREPRE¬

BABBLE TOSSED AROUND ON THIS SHOW, WHETHER IT CONCERNS RACE,

SENT THEMSELVES LIKE THIS I FEEL IT MY IMPERATIVE TO RAISE MY

SEX, SEXUALITY, SOCIAL DISEASE, OR COUNTRY MUSIC. THESE YOUNG

HAND AND YELL, “HEY. . .YOU THERE!” NOTHING, RIGHT?

FILLIES BITCH INCESSANTLY (WHICH IS FINE, AND EVEN REFRESHING.

“THE

Real World” is transparently non-real, for this collec¬

Who doesn’t bitch all the time?), and I (we?) the viewer not

tion OF HANDPICKED, CAMERA-FRIENDLY, LOVEUER-THAN-THOU,

ONLY TAKE IT, BUT CARE ABOUT IT. WHETHER I’M THINKING, “GOD

PROZAC-PUMPING, YOUNG PUPPIES, ALL STUFFED IN A STATE 0*

THESE PEOPLE ARE SHMUCKS,” OR, “Y’KNOW HE’S RIGHT:

JULIE

THE ART BACH&OR/ETTE PAD SEEMS NEVER TO CLAIM OTHERWISE.

SHOULD STOP TELLING ERIC HOW FAT HE IS. He’s JUST RETAINING

That aside, the notion that anyone would want to peek in

WATER, FER CHRISSAKE,” I FIND MYSELF ENTHRALLED WITH THEIR

on these so-called “real” people (some of whom have

SQUABBLES AS IF THEY WERE, AHEM, MY VERY OWN.

LATER GOTTEN JOBS WITH

MTV)

IS LUDICROUS, FOR THE

MTV

BlIT

THAT’S JUST SHIT

If “The Real World” could be treated in some less su¬

I WATCH IT.
PLAIN.

perficial WAY, I WOULD HOPE THAT SOMEONE WOULD TELL ME ABOUT
IT. It was a dumb idea, even an offensive one, that turned out

ANYWAY.

YOU WATCH IT.

You complain.

I LIKE IT.

YOU LIKE

IT. I COM¬

I’m not embarrassed (Jesus, what do

OKAY.

It SHOULD,

does not.

Why

BY ALL RIGHTS, SUCK PAPAYAS, BUT MIRACULOUSLY
can’t

I

be cynical about this?

Why

does this

I HAVE TO APOLOGIZE FOR? If ONE MAKES THE PLUNGE, IF ONE

SEEM TO BE ABOUT ME? WHY AM I SO DEFENSIVE? WHERE IS MY

TURNS ON THE TUBE, IT SEEMS FAIR ENOUGH TO WATCH THE MOST

MOTHER?

PRURIENT OF

MY BRAIN. . .

PROGRAMS.

HOW

ELSE

Melrose Fucking Place?). What

CAN

cam

PEOPLE JUSTIFY

Help me, HELP ME. . .HELP. . .MEDIA culture is eating

END INCOMPETENTLY, THERE IS. . .CONCLUSION: THE REAL WORLD

LA. Yuck-o), not for its reality per se, but maybe

can’t BE A GOOD THING, FOR IT ENGENDERS ITS VIEWERS WITH UN¬
REAL EXPECTATIONS FOR LIFE.

FOR SOMETHING.
I wish I was on “The Real World”. I’d be witty and
PRETTY -

I

PROMISE.

My NEW NAME WOULD BE ARMANI VELCRO,

or Paxton Thomas (call me Pax, it means peace in Greek).
I ADMIT, I HARBOR A SMALL BIT OF JEALOUSY FOR THOSE Real
Worlders. They sure do have it together.

No, that’s shit

My

BROTHER WORKED ABOUT NINETY

HOURS A WEEK FOR A MULTIMEDIA SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT FIRM. THAT
MEANT TWO THINGS. FlRST, HE WAS NEVER HOME. SECOND, HE NEVER
HAD ANY TIME TO WORK OUT, SO HE BALLOONED UP BY THIRTY POUNDS
OR SO. I don’t THINK

MTV WOULD

HAVE WANTED TO FEATURE A CON¬

TRIVED ROMANTIC PLOT ABOUT HIM.
DIDN’T, BUT

I

HELL, HIS GIRLFRIEND ALMOST

GUESS FOR PEOPLE WHO DON’T LIVE AND DIE BY

MTV’S

BINGE AND PURGE BODY AESTHETIC, LOOKS TAKE SECOND PRIORITY.
When my brother was home he could flip through seventy
CHANNELS OF CABLEV1SION, TALK WITH HIS ROOMMATES OR SLEEP. THERE

BROTHER WOULD VENT HIS BOREDOM BY GOING BACK TO WORK. If SOME¬
ONE WERE TO MAKE A SIXTEEN PART DOCUMENTARY OF HIS LIFE, IT
WOULD HAVE ALL THE ZEST AND EXCITEMENT OF A

BBC

MINI-SERIES

ABOUT THE FERMENTATION OF CHEESE.

SO WHY DO

PEOPLE WATCH THE “REAL WORLD” IN DROVES?

“It’s definitely addictive,” an unnamed editor of the Mir¬
ror tells me.

“You know these people are living ridiculously un-

livable LIVES, SO YOU WATCH JUST TO LAUGH AT THEM.”

World is fascinating (except for the second batch of epi¬
sodes, in

THINGS WERE A BIT DIFFERENT.

But, wouldn’t one feel depressed about one’s compara¬

For no other reason than that all things must end, and

I say? The Real

lived with four other

JUST ISN’T THAT MUCH TO DO IN SOMERVILLE. CONSEQUENTLY, MY

nowhere. Nowhere.

NATION HAS ALWAYS STOOD FOR INTELLIGENCE, INTEGRITY, AND
MANY OTHER POLYSYLLABIC ADJECTIVES.

THIS IS GOING

He

“twenty-somethings” in a house in Somerville, Mass. Only

My SINKING

SUSPICION IS THAT MOST OF

THE CAST GOES ON TO STRUGGLE TERRIBLY IN WHATEVER ARTSY EN¬
DEAVOR THEY SELECT. THE REST, OF COURSE, GET DRAFTED BY

MTV,

AND GO ON TO HOST THEIR OWN SHOWS FOR THE NETWORK. MORAL:
Life’s a bitch, but then there’s

MTV.

I’m bought, I’m sold,

tively LACKLUSTER EXISTENCE? I SURE DID. AFTER WATCHING ERIC NlES
(now host of

California, let alone a beautiful condo in Venice Beach. And,
HELL, MY FRIENDS ARE NOWHERE NEARLY AS “WACKY” AS THE REAL
World gang.
I COULD WHINE ABOUT MY LIFE, AND HOW POORLY IT MEASURES
UP TO

_- Josh Vallee

I definitely felt

VERY HARD. I DON’T EVEN THINK I COULD AFFORD A PUNE TICKET TO

BABY.

TOO.

MTV’s dance show “The Grind”)

FLABBY. I’m NOWHERE NEAR AS OBNOXIOUS AS PUCK, THOUGH I TRY

MTV’S STANDARDS OF EXCITEMENT,

BUT

THAT WOULD

TAKE MORE

INK THAN OUR COLLEGE COULD AFFORD. FoRTUNATaY, I UN

rr off.

JUST

TURN

- Rob Kapun
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Last in esteem, first in his dass
Maraniss bio of President must be read with waiy eye
By Eben Miller and Jeremy Pelosfsky
Staff Writers

While "First in His Class" is an excellent chro¬
nology of President Bill Clinton's life before he as¬
cended to the White House, the author, David
Maraniss, traffics in imagery that is perpetuated
about the President and his wife through the me¬
dia and public. Although it chronicles his life be¬
fore he reached the White House, we get a real
taste of some of his less prominent traits which
helped guide him through the political landscape.
We come away from this biography feeling that
while Clinton may be down today, he has the
chance to make a comeback as he has done in the
past.

■ The formative years
Born in Hope, Arkansas to a young widow,
Bill Clinton was always seen as a prodigy that
would one day lead the state and eventually the
nation. Many of us have been told that we will be
the leaders of our country one day, but Clinton set
out to accomplish just that at a very early age.
Having lost his biological father prior to birth,
Clinton wanted to make sure his life reached
higher plateaus that his father was unable to
reach.
High school politics and encouragement from
his hieh school DrinciDal eave Clinton the experi¬
ence and energy to be elected senator to the Ar¬
kansas Boys State convention. He was one of two
delegates from Arkansas elected to Boys Nation
where he met President John F. Kennedy - hence
the picture that is most significant to Qinton to¬
day. His political aspirations were not saturated
with this experience, in fact he became more in¬
vigorated once he gained acceptance to
Georgetown University.
At Georgetown, Clinton immediately sought
political positions in his class as freshmen class
president and was reelected as class president
during his sophomore year. During his junior
year, taking time off from campus politics, Clinton
campaigned for an Arkansas judge running for
Congress and was a clerk for Senator William
Fulbright. Senior year, he suffered a political de¬
feat running for student body president, but was
able to use this extra time to earn the distinction of
becoming a Rhodes Scholar.
During the late 1960's and early 1970's, stu¬
dents on every university campus attempted to
avoid the draft to serve in the Vietnam War. As a
Rhodes Scholar, Maraniss details the trials and
tribulations of Clinton and many of his close
friends' decision-making processes as to whether
or not to seek deferments, or outright avoidance,
or simply to serve their country. Clinton struggled
with this decision mightily and Maraniss sought
to get to the root of his decision and answer the

constant pestering of Clinton allegedly dodging the
draft.
The author articulates Clinton's progression
onto Yale Law School where he not only met his fu¬
ture wife, Hillary Rodham, but also worked on a
minimum of three campaigns while passing law
school with flying colors. One semester, Clinton
spent a tremendous amount of time in Texas as a
state co-coordinator for George McGovern's presi¬
dential campaign and still managed to return Yale
with two weeks left in the semester, earning high
marks on his exams - much to the chagrin of his
roommate and professors.

Democratic Party soon after returning to the Ar¬
kansas governor's mansion. Although he hailed
from a traditionally Southern conservative state,
Clinton was given many opportunities within the
Democratic Party, including addresses at the na¬
tional conventions in 1980 and 1988.
Maraniss is able to chronicle Clinton's life
prior to his election to the White House without
interfering too often, but the biography becomes
awkward when Maraniss draws from criticism
that has plagued Clinton while in the White
House, and actions he made prior to being elected
President.

■ The favorite son

■ Whispers and innuendo

After Yale, Clinton immediately returned to Ar¬
kansas to teach constitutional law at the University
of Arkansas at Fayetteville and run for Congress.
Soon thereafter, Hillary Rodham followed him to
teach at Arkansas as well, and, according to inter¬
views, was a much tougher professor than Clinton.
Despite his loss in his first run for Congress, Clinton
prevailed because he became the Democratic Party's
favorite son and was well integrated into the Arkan¬
sas political machine.
By achieving insider status, Clinton soon had
the contacts and ability to run for Attorney General
and eventually ascend to the governor's mansion.
An interesting side note to his campaign for attorney
general was that at the same time, Clinton managed
to serve in and significantly shape then-governor
David Pryor's campaign for Senate. Attempting
sweeping reform to the infrastructure of Arkansas,
he met significant conservative backlash and was
voted out two years later.
True to Clinton's form, he utilized the defeat,
learned from his mistakes and began to formulate a
permanent organization which became the back¬
bone of his political existence. With this backbone,
he became a nationally recognized figure in the

Two character traits Maraniss exploits in his
work are infidelity and Clinton's alleged avoid¬
ance of the Vietnam War draft. On the issue of fi¬
delity, Maraniss constructs an atmosphere of
Clinton constantly being surrounded by groping
women in college and political campaigns. One
instance allegedly recalled by a neighbor of
Clinton who appeared to have a crush on him in
high school said, "'God, am I supposed to marry
Bill Clinton?' The answer that screamed inside her
was a resounding: 'No! He'll never be faithful!"'
It is highly questionable as to why Maraniss
would include this extraneous quote other than to
further suggestions of Bill Clinton's alleged infi¬
delity. This has no place or credibility in a biogra¬
phy, even if unauthorized.
The draft issue regarding the war in Vietnam
was carefully researched by Maraniss, but the is¬
sue of conscription was one of the largest issues
discussed in this biography. The book seems to be
attempting to answer lingering questions from the
media and public. Maraniss concluded that
Clinton was not much different than many other
students at that time grappling with the tough
decision of fighting in an immoral war or protest¬
ing against that war.
"If Clinton, acting through his stepfather, ar¬
ranged to have the local draft board reclassify him
1-A after October 1st, (as seems most probable
based on Randall Scott's recollections), he would
have known that it was largely a symbolic act pro¬
viding him the best of both worlds — the ability to
say that he had given up a deferment, and the
knowledge that even though he was 1-A again, he
would not be drafted that year."
Yet, the appearance still remains that Clinton
was attempting to manipulate the system beyond
what other students were doing to avoid the draft
and what the draft boards were allowing the stu¬
dents to get away with. While avoiding the draft
may have been illegal at that time, it was counter¬
balanced by a seemingly illegal and immoral war.
While this biography of President Bill Clinton
presents a decent attempt at chronicling his life
prior to his campaign for the Presidency, the
author's motives must be called into question
based on constant attempts to appease the media
hounds and those who are seeking to destroy
President Clinton's character. Certainly this is a
detailed and interesting account of Clinton's early
life, but "First in His Class" is a book that one
must approach with a critical and wary eye.

The favorite sons plan their respective come-
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Zen and the art of affirmative action (cont.)
Continued from Page 13
define need?
Some system would have to be
created to determine if Missy, the
daughter of a manure cultivator in
rural Maine whose mother died of
smallpox was more deserving than
Tyrone, whose family is similarly
economically situated in Harlem.
Who needs the education or the job
or the scholarship more?
Kinsley also noted other prob¬
lems that just wouldn't go away
from the original policy of affirma¬
tive action, "Reverse discrimination
based on something other than race
would indeed make affirmative ac¬
tion color-blind, but it would not
cure affirmative action's other sup¬
posed defects. It would still be social
engineering. There would still be
'victims.'" Candidates would be
passed over and the stigma of hav¬
ing gotten preference would still ex¬
ist. Need-based affirmative action as
a solution will not solve anything,
and may even create more problems
than race-based action.
The other issue with the most
significance for opponents of affir¬

mative action involves private dis¬
crimination. If our goal as a society is
color-blindness, we cannot allow pri¬
vate reverse discrimination to exist
without allowing discrimination to
exist. Currently, a black man may set
up a scholarship fund for other black
men and exclude whites. He may only
hire black men in his law firm to make
up for historical oppression. Yet a
white man cannot do the same under
law, and in a case where he does, the
government can intervene. You can¬
not offer jobs or scholarships exclu¬
sively to whites. Is the harm of re¬
verse-discrimination any lesser than
the harm caused by discrimination?
How can such a policy exist under af¬
firmative action when the goal of
color-blindness is clearly being under¬
mined by government supported divi¬
sion of our society along lines of color?
There are several solutions to this
problem, among them being a govern¬
ment crackdown on private efforts to
help minorities or a repeal of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, thereby allowing
private, voluntary racial discrimina¬
tion of all kinds. A third solution
would be to abandon any hope of ever
achieving our ultimate goal of color¬
blindness and to just throw our hands

in the air and caution to the wind. Let
each man or woman fend for himself
or herself because our society is just
not capable over overcoming histori¬
cally rooted traditions of discrimina¬
tion.
It is hard for me to think that we
should just give up on affirmative ac¬
tion as a whole, allowing more than a
century of progress toward a progres¬
sive notion of civil rights, equality,
and color-blindness to dissipate. Yet it
is also hard to leave the current system
in place when there are obvious prob¬
lems with it. As the pro-affirmative
action Globe said, "Affirmative action
is too blunt a tool not to have caused
injustices." The system need be abol¬
ished only if it is determined that ref¬
ormation would be futile or that the
goal of our society is not really color¬
blindness at all. Then, by all means,
get rid of it. But I think that affirmative
action will stand for another thirty
years if it is willing to make some
changes now, and by that time our so¬
ciety might be further along its evolu¬
tion toward a color-blind equal-op¬
portunity ideal.
What changes are necessary? Pri¬
vate discrimination perpetuates divi¬
sions and discriminatory behavior

that should be eliminated. Private
discrimination must go in all of its
forms, and the government should
have the consciousness to identify
this one-way policy as a problem. I
do not advocate scholarships for
just white men in response to those
for blacks, as this would just fur¬
ther the divisions and the resent¬
ment within society. I simply assert
that all private discrimination must
go because of what it stands for.
Also, affirmative action poli¬
cies' foci should be shifted more to
the recruitment phase than the se¬
lection phase and more of an effort
should be made to decrease dis¬
crimination not only in the selec¬
tion process, but also in the occupa¬
tion that follows. Employers
should not be put in the position of
having to decide between two
people - one white and one black for a single position. The recruit¬
ment should affirmatively elimi¬
nate the issue of discrimination be¬
fore it gets that far.
The best way to eradicate dis¬
crimination is to eliminate it as a le¬
gitimate form of behavior. Thus far,
practicing it in reverse has clearly
failed to do so.
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The Arts in Brief

By Josh Vau.ee, Copy Editor

Bates Modem Dance not all thumbs
Marilina Kim shimmies to
the classic tunes of David
Cole in Jenn Yablonski’s
dance program “Track 13:
A Tribute to David Cole”,
while Leo Willis and
Eileen Pincus get down.
“Bellies and Thumbs” fea¬
tures such otherworldly
artists as Dead Can
Dance, such funkified
urbangrooves as The
Beastie Boys, and the
haunting Irish folk melo¬
dies of The Chieftains.
- Barney Beal photo.

This weekend, the Bates Modern Dance Company will be presenting "Bellies and Thumbs," the college's
annual student dance concert. The seventeen selections will combine a colorful cross-section of various mod¬
em dance styles, enhanced by elements of jazz, ballet, Latin dance, and, of course, pop music. The Company is
directed by Marcy Plavin of the college's performing arts faculty. Most of the works included in the program
have been choreographed by students from her dance composition class, who worked in tandem with students
from the theater department's stage-lighting design course in preparing the performance.
The show has been divided into three parts, with programs A and B to be shown on Friday at 8 p.m., B and
C on Saturday at 8 p.m., and A and C on Sunday at 2 p.m. Program A includes pieces choreographed by Tania
Ralli, Lydia Langford, Jenn Yablonski, Yona Segal, Karen Toothaker, and Michael Foley. Foley, who is currently
the Artistic Director of the Dance in Education Fund, Inc. in Westchester, New York, will presenting his selec¬
tion, "Trace", which was commissioned by Bates College Dance and was funded by The Alex and Clara
Sakolsky Dance Fund. Program B includes pieces by Ingrid Tosteson, Kimberly McGuffie, Mitsuru Myochin,
Beth Kershner, and Christine Beebe. Program C shall encompass feature dances by Beth Lurvey, Jennifer Long,
Bayne Gibby, Sara Whale, Mark Dendy, and a group piece, entitled "Bellies and Thumbs". Sarah Whale teaches
at the School of American Dance, heads the dance program in the Scarborough Public Schools, and is a per¬
former and choreographer with Maine State Ballet. Guest artist Mark Dendy, who founded the world re¬
nowned dance troupe, Dendy Dance, will present his piece, "Breath", which was commissioned by Bates Col¬
lege Dance and was funded by President's Matching fund, Bates College Dance, and GLBA. The entire extrava¬
ganza should be riveting, so all are entreated to attend. Admission is $4, $2 for senior citizens and free with a
Bates I.D. Barring catastrophe, the event should educate, entertain, and enlighten. Be there!

Julie Andrews has nothing on them...

Calendar
You can dance.. .Dance Production: the Bates
Modern Dance Company, directed by Marcy
Plavin, presents its annual spring show, "Bel¬
lies and Thumbs". $4/$2 students/fac/staff/
sr. cit. Fri. and Sat. at 8:00; Sun. at 2:00. In |
Schaeffer Theatre.
Concert: the Portland Early Music Consort pre-1
sents "Sound the Trumpet", an evening of mu¬
sic by Henry Purcell including selections from
"the Fairy Queen", "Dido and Aeneas", "The
Tempest", and "King Arthur". Free to Bates
students, $4 fac/staff, sr. cit., $8 for all the rest.
Sat. April 1, 7:00 p.m. in Olin Arts Center Con- |
cert Hall.
Lecture: Anne Clark Bartlett, professor of En-1
glish at DePaul University, discusses "Male
Authors, Female Readers: Reading and Repre¬
sentation in Middle English Devotional Litera¬
ture." Sun., April 2, 7:00 p.m. in Muskie Ar-1
chives.
Noonday Concert Series presents a program of
piano works by Bach and other heavies, per¬
formed by Erin Matlock, Mary Diemer, John
David, and Bethany Riddle. Free as a bird in
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall. 12:30 on Tues-1
day, April 4.
Convocation: Nobel Peace Laureate Elie I
Wiesel, chronicler of the Holocaust, delivers
the keynote address during an observance of
the 140th anniversary of the founding of Bates
College. Free in the Gray Cage, on April 5,11:15
a.m.
Science Seminar Carol Bult, a researcher with
the International Genome Project, leads a dis-1
cussion ot computational biology. Free, in]
room 204, Camegie Science Hall.
Lecture: Barbara Porter, lecturer in Assyriology
in the Department of Near Eastern and Judaic
Studies at Brandeis University, dicusses "Pro¬
paganda and Politics in Ancient Assyria." Free
to be you and me in Chase Hall Lounge, April
5 at 4:00 p.m.
Concert: John Kramer presents original compo¬
sitions as his senior honors thesis, performed
by him and other student musicians on piano,
strings, and trumpet. Free, on April 5, at 7:30
p.m.

Senior music major John
Kramer is makin’ whoopie
April 5 in the Olin Arts
Center. If you want to
catch some ”Z’s," (no! not
those kind of "Z’s") attend
Denise Renee Todman’s
senior thesis project on
April 8 and catch Zaphoria
and Zenbopwe in action.
Party hard with him later
that night at Wood St.
House, tux optional. And
if you couldn't guess just
by looking...
- Barney Beal photo.

In the next few weeks, Bates College will showcase several of its senior music majors in free public recitals
at the Olin Arts Concert Center. Honors candidate John Kramer will perform various opuses, April 5 at 7:30
p.m., featuring him and other student musicians, playing piano, strings, and trumpet. The following day, a
Noonday Concert of music for clarinet, piano, flute, and strings composed by honors candidate Daniel Russett
and performed by student and faculty instrumentists should, by all rights, transpire. That evening (April 6), at
8 p.m., "The Path to Fire", an hour-long chamber opera about Joan of Arc, will be presented by honors candi¬
date Heather Josselyn and theater major Sarah Koehler. On April 8th, jazz quintet Zaphoria, joined by other
Bates instrumentalists and guest pianist Zenbopwe, will perform "Minor Moods", a jazz suite composed by
Bates music major Denise Renee Tod man as her senior thesis project. The work blends African, Latin and hiphop rhythms with established, yet cutting edge, jazz forms. Support these thesis performers, for they've put
their heart, soul, blood, sweat, and tears into these works, dedicating months of their lives to art and beauty.
That, as we all know, is what it's all about.

Concert: Ani Difranco (Ah-nee!) will be per¬
forming in the Ben Mays Center with full rega¬
lia, and all the trimmings imaginable. Tickets
are available to only Bates students and staff,
for $3. Reservations may be made by calling
795-7459 beginning Sat. April 1 at 9 a.m. Limit
4 per person. The concert shall come to pass
April 5, at 8:30 p.m.
Concert: Bates Noonday Concert Series pre- j
sents a program of original music composed by
Bates music major Daniel Russett as a senior
honors thesis, performed by performers. Freefor-all, April 6,12:30 p.m.
Lecture: Allison Booth, associate professor of
English at the University of Virginia, discusses
"The Mother of All Cultures: Differences in |
20th-Century Narratives of Cultural Origin."
Free, April 6, 4:00 p.m. in Hirosawa Lounge, |
Chase Hall.
Operatic Busines s: "The Path to Fire", written I
by music major Heather Josselyn as a senior
honors thesis, directed by Sarah Koehler, and
performed by student actors, singers, and
intrumentalists, will be. Free, so free. April 6, |
8:00 p.m. in Olin Arts Center Concert Hall.

Klein volleys Bobcats past Haverford
By Ryan Spring
Staff Reporter

In "one of the more significant
wins in recent Bates tennis history,"
according to coach George Wigton,
the Bobcats upset Haverford College
4-3 on Sunday. Haverford is ranked
6th in the East and 22nd in the nation
in NCAA Division III, while Bates is
13th in the East. Sunday's upset was
preceded by an easy win over Salem
State, 7-0, on Saturday.
The Bobcats traveled down to
Smith College in Northampton, Mas¬
sachusetts on Sunday to play
Haverford in the Bobcats' first out-

f ENNIS
door match of the season. The com¬
petitors from both teams faced unfa¬
vorable conditions as the temperature
in Northampton was a cool 50 degrees
and winds reached gusts of up to 20
mph.
The doubles matches were played
first, starting with each team's number
one ranked pair. Jeff Poleshek '96 and
Dylan Steams '96, who have been
playing together since last spring,
battled their two Haverford competi¬
tors, Bruce Nisbet and Justin Annes,

for 17 grueling games, finally losing 98. Haverford's Nisbet and Annes are
ranked number 1 in the East and num¬
ber 6 nationally as a team. The Bob¬
cats' Mark Erelli '96 and Jeff Zink '96
made their way back from an early
deficit to defeat Haverford's second
team, 8-6. Finally, John Santelices '96
and Robert Ruby '96 dismembered
Haverford's number three team, 8-3,
to secure a team point for Bates.
The singles portion of the match
began much the same way as the
doubles did, when Poleshek dropped
two straight sets to Nisbet, 6-4, 6-1.
With the score knotted at 1-1, the next
two Bobcats to finish their matches
were Zink and Santelices, playing at
numbers 4 and 5 respectively. Zinl
lost a rigorous three-setter 6-1,4-6,6-2
and Santelices lost 6-4, 6-3.
Haverford, leading 3-1, needed only
one more one to clinch a victory.
The Bobcats did not back down,
however, and when Erelli, playing at
number 2, defeated Annes, 7-6, 7-5,
after a first set tie-breaker, the upset
bid was still alive for Bates. Stearns
recovered from losing the first set to
overwhelm his opponent 3-6, 6-3, 6-2
in the number 3 match. The score,
once again, was tied and only one
match remained.
As daylight slowly disappeared,
Lonnie Klein '98 battled his Haverford
opponent to a 6 game deadlock in the
second set. Having won the first set,

Jeff Poleshek ‘96 tries to control his “racket” as the spheroid hellion attempts to wrack his mortal soul. Amen.__Alex Hahn photo.
Klein needed only to win the tie
breaker to gain a victory for himself
and for Bates. In what coach Wigton
described as a "gutsy tie breaker,"
Klein outplayed his opponent to win
the tie breaker, 7-3, and the match, 76,7-6.
On Saturday, the Bobcats hosted
Salem State at Merrill Gymnasium.
Bates had no difficulty routing Salem
State, 7-0. Poleshek, Erelli, Stearns,
Zink, Santelices, Klein, and Jackson
Marvel '95 all won their matches in 2
straight sets with little difficulty. The

doubles results were similar, with
Poleshek and Stearns winning 8-2,
Erelli and Zink winning 8-2, and
Santelices and Ruby winning 8-0.
The Bobcats have an important
weekend of tennis ahead of them, fac¬
ing Bowdoin on Friday, Hamilton on
Saturday, and the Coast Guard, num¬
ber 10 in the East, on Sunday. Bates'
undefeated record will be put to the
test, but as is evident from their vic¬
tory over Haverford, the Bobcats can
volley with anybody.

After 14-1 splattering of UNE, lax
ready to take on NESCAC elites
By Adam Gam merman
Staff Reporter

The men's lacrosse team im¬
proved their record to 2-0 after a 14-1
humiliation of the University of New
England on Wednesday. It was their
first game in a month, but they were
able to overcome any signs of rust

against a clearly inferior team. Senior
captain John Kissell was very happy
with the way the season has started.
"In the past, we have had to start our
seasons with games against NESCAC
powerhouses and have been unable to
execute many of our plays. The game
against UNE allowed us to run all of
our plays and further prepare for the
stronger teams that we will face later
in the season."
The team dominated UNE in all
facets of the game. On the offensive
end, they outshot UNE 57-12, result¬
ing in the 14-1 massacre in terms of
actual scoring. On the defensive end,
Bates successfully executed 30 out of

34 clears, while UNE could only man¬
age 16 out of 36. Bates consistently
pressured UNE on both ends, causing
dozens of unforced errors. Matty
Arsenault '96 only allowed one goal
and had 10 saves.
The offense was led by last year's
leading scorers, Rob Toomey '96 and
Shane Kokaruda '95, who combined
for 10 points. Their constant pressure
opened up the middle for Joe Tweed
'96 who added four goals and an assist
to the Bates scoring onslaught. Dan
Peterson '96, Gene McCabe '95, Steve
DeLisle '95, Chris Byrne '97 and Tim
Brady '97 each added one goal to
round out the scoring.
Bates played the game without
the help of Kissell and two important
midfielders, Dave Kolter '96 and
Carter Jons '97. Coach Web Harrison
was pleased with the way the team
came together without these three
players. "I was concerned about how
we would gel, but we really came to¬
gether and controlled the game
throughout." When asked about the
game, Joshua Feissner '97 best
summed up the sentiment of the en¬
tire team, "Yeah, I thought it went
well." Amen, Joshua.
This year's team hopes to im¬

After the team's 14-1 pasting of UNE, coach Web Harrison has them out
practicing in the “rains of eternal damnation”.
Barney Beal photo.
prove on last year's 9-8 record. Bates
year of experience, and with that ex¬
has its entire team back this season
perience, we are a very improved
except for Larry Shea, but Shea is now
team. The big test of how much we
an assistant coach. With virtually the
have improved will be when we play
entire team intact, coach Harrison ac¬
some of our rivals in the NESCAC."
knowledges that "this team is well
That test will come this Saturday,
ahead of where it was at this time a
when Bates takes on Amherst college
year ago. Everybody has one more
at home.
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Words to Lift By

Pumping iron in Davis FitnessyCenter
BY Rob Kaplan
Fitness Correspondent

I love the Davis Fitness Center. Fi¬
nally after three and a half years of
suffering through missing weights
and broken equipment at Merrill, I can
have a thorough workout on campus.
What I love most about Davis is the

atmosphere. Davis is clean, spacious,
well-maintained and rarely crowded
(if you go at the right time). More im¬
portantly, Davis has a brand new ste¬
reo system, and I like to listen to in¬
tensely loud music while I work out.
Apparently, so do the people who run
Davis. When I went to explore the
compact disc/cassette/receiver unit
tucked away behind the attendants'
desk, I found these six CD's lying on
the table: AC/DC Live, the Rolling
Stones Voodoo Lounge, Kiss Double
Platinum, Led Zepplin's box set, Pearl
Jam Vs., and Green Day Dookie.
Granted, no one could pay me enough
to listen to any of this drek when I'm
not juggling several pounds of iron,
but each WBLM staple mentioned
above has a way of arousing my inner
primal adrenalized beast that makes
guest appearances in the outside
world four days a week.
On Tuesday night, a young Cau¬
casian female student worker who de¬
clined to give her name was at the
radio's helm. Rock 106, one of the
many odious "classic rock" stations
that litter Maine's airways with un¬
ending bombardments of the Doors
and Melissa Etheridge, pervaded the
gym.
"That's the station that's on when
I get here," the anonymous attendant
asserted. She felt no need to change
the station when her shift began even
though she concedes, "sometimes the
music is pretty bad."
1 decided to ask different Davis
practitioners what they thought of the
music situation of our weight room.
As I flitted around the gym, sur¬
veying the viewpoints of different
people, Rod Stewart's "The Killing of
Georgie" blared through the sound
system. A tender, acoustic ballad de¬
tailing the unfortunate circumstances
of a gay male youth, who after finding
solace from his family's rejection in
the savior fare of Manhattan's fashion
elite, is brutally slaughtered by a street
gang in an apparent "gay bashing." A
pan flute underscores the chorus'
onomatopoeiaic refrain to add com¬
passion to Stewart's narrative.
"This music is not conducive to an
ironman work out," Edmund "Joey"
Gaither '95 demanded. At 5'11", 225
pounds and possessing an ability to
bench-press 310 pounds, Joey can de¬
mand pretty much what he damn well
pleases.
"What is conducive to an^won
man' workout?" I dare to ask.

"Well," Joey grunts between
presses, "it's definitely not Rod
Stewart, Bryan Adams, or Richard
Marx." When I mention to him that at
his request, the nameless weight room
attendant would gladly conduct some
'Dirty Deeds Done Dirt Cheap,' Joey's
face lights up. "AC/DC Live increases
a workout by 10%. I think the sheer
power of the music energizes me. It's
just more powerful music."
Niel Pendergast '98, maximum
bench press 185 pounds, more or less
agrees. The Davis Fitness Center
soundtrack "is usually pretty good,
but sometimes it's a little soft. I need
to get intense sometimes. I need work¬
out music." When asked which CD
choice from the Davis Fitness Center
audio library he would prefer, Niel
asserted, "AC/DC would be good to
work out to. It
provides a cer¬
tain
atmo¬
“AC/DC Live
sphere."
increases a
"It's
a
workout by 10%. friggin' test¬
i think the sheer osterone en¬
ema," Pendepower of the
rgast's spotter,
music energizes who refused to
identify him¬
me.”
self,
con¬
-Edmund “Killer Joey”
cluded. "It gets
Gaither ‘95
me pumped."
But,
then
again, this unidentified lifter admitted
that at home he regularly listens to

Tom Spiro ‘97 makes a repeat appearance in Sports as a willing participant
on “the rack” at the Davis Fitness Center.
Alex Hahn photo.

Metallica and Pearl Jam.
I suddenly realize that my survey
has a certain flaw. I'm asking a small
number of male weightlifters what
type of music they like to throw
heavy weights around to. Not sur¬
prisingly, everybody seems to favor
heavy metal. I looked around to ask
one of the women in the gym what
they would prefer, but alas, they were
both wearing Walkmen with head¬
phones.
I returned to the attendant. I
asked her what she thought, and she

told me she would personally prefer
classical music, maybe some rap. Since
she's working though, she realizes that
the different people working out
should control the music.
"If people have a request, they
should just ask," she tells me. "They
can even bring their own music."
I tried to probe a little further, ask¬
ing her what would happen if musical
selection preference were split entire
along gender lines. Don't get me
wrong, I love "Enter Sandman," espe¬
cially when played at deafening vol¬
umes, but I could see segments of the
campus population, male or female,
young or old, feeling too intimidated
to enter a room full of testosterone¬
laden men exerting themselves to loud
music more suited to the sound system
of a '78 Trans Am than a building at an
academic institution. The weight room
attendant had no answer to my in¬
quiry, so I simplified the question.
"What would happen if you were
in a social situation with a friend, and
s/he were to play AC/DC for you?"
"I'd probably ask them to change
the music." She pauses for a minute.
"AC/DC is not the kind of music I
would want to relax to." Whoop, there
it is.

American Heart
Associations
Fighting Heart Disease
and Stroke

9

AMERICAN HEART
ASSOCIATION
MEMORIALS & TRIBUTES

1-800-AHA-USA1

This space provided as a public service.
©1994, American Heart Association

The drummer for Bates' own “GfOOVtJTonic” grooves to some traditional
rock as he bench-presses for his next performance.
Alex Hahn photo.

HELP WANTED
Men/Women earn up to $480 weekly
assembling circuit boards/electronic
components at home. Experience un¬
necessary, will train. Immediate
•h openings your local area.
Call 1-602-680-7444 Ext. 102C
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Look like fun?
FOR NEW, USED & IMPORTED CD’S AND VINYL—
THE REST SELECTION IS JUST 1 BLOCK AWAY!

The GIANT Lewiston-Auburn

DECOE2D & CD SHOW
SATURDAY, APRIL 15
Martha Neubert gets another chance. We admit an error in running the first
picture (I still can’t figure out who that was) and we want Martha to be able
to strut her stuff in person, not just in print. I thank A.D. Suzanne Coffey for
pointing out this injustice, and wish to assure her that it may very well hap¬
pen again, but most likely won’t.
Alex Hahn Photo

Runners aim high with
expanded roster of 32

Lew. Armory, Central Ave. near Bates College, 10 AM to 5 PM

DOZENS OF DEALERS! $2 Admission. 783-1378 lor info.

tfOOPEfo
POKE OTSHS
<3 OISWI®

Essras

(BEVERAGES)
BY Jason Schauble
Sports Editor

After losing close meets during
the winter indoor season, the men's
track team has picked up 12 more ath¬
letes and has become a deeper team,
with a total of 32 competitors. "For the
first time in many years, the team has
all of the spring events covered,"
noted head coach Joe Woodhead.
The team's strengths will be in the
sprints with team captain Chris
Peduto '95, Enrico Herring '98, Chip
Noble '98 and Alec MacLachlan '97
each competing individually and as a
relay team.
A traditional Bobcat strength has
been the hammer-throw, and with
football lineman Sammy Martin '97
and rugby veteran Spencer Potter '97
leading the way for the strong corps of
underclassmen, this tradition will be
kept alive. Bates is expected to shine,
as well as perhaps qualify for the Divi¬
sion III New England championships,
and possibly even the nationals.
A fine crop of freshmen will fill in
the traditionally less-represented ar¬
eas of pole-vaulting and the steeple

chase. "We have five new pole-vaulters, and this is encouraging, as partici¬
pation was scarce last year in this
event," noted Woodhead.
The jumpers (long, triple, and
high) are led by Dave Gillette '95 and
are coached by Kim Visbaras. "The
jumpers are coming along at a rapid
pace," noted Visbaras, "Gilette and
Chip Noble '97 could compete in the
New England's if they keep working at
this pace."
In middle distance, former AllAmerican at Bates Kim Wettlaufer is
guiding three-season stars Steve
Beardsley '97 (placed fourth in the
ECAC's in the 800 meters and is back
again to compete in the 800 meters and
1500 meters) and Tony Sprague '98 to
the promised land. "Both have excep¬
tional work ethics and they are dedi¬
cated to a full year of running," said
Woodhead.
In his final remarks, Woodhead
said,"Overall, I believe the team can
win the State of Maine meet with
Bowdoin and Colby, and I think at
least 12 of our athletes will qualify for
the Division III New England's."

REDEMPTION

We Deliver Kegs
Free of Charge!!
We have the lowest
prices on kegs
around!!
Deliveries also on
weekends!!

This Weeks Specials
Budweiser Suitcases

$11.99 plus tax and deposit
Ronrico Rum Drinks

$6.99 a case plus tax and deposit
Assorted Miller cases

$6.99 plus tax and deposit

New Store!!
694 Main Street, Lewiston 782-1482

BECOME AN
“A”STUDENT
OF THE ROAD.
ONLY YOU CAN PREVENT FOREST FIRES.
I A Public Service of the Forest Service. USDA. and
I your State Foresters.
._

A Motorcycle RiderCourse is for
everyone who wants to have more
fun riding, while becoming a
better, safer rider. Call 1-800447-4700 to join the class. WfflSr
MOTORCYCLE SAFETY F0UH0ATI0N tIP
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It’s all about trust Either you have it..
By Evan Halper
Editor-in-chief

Seeing as a front page article in
The New York Times entitled "Brown
University Held to Be Biased On Fe¬
male Sports" appeared in newsstands
this week, it seems an appropriate
time to update you on how our school
has progressed in its compliance with
the most recent addition to Title IX,
the Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act
(Public Law 103-382, sec. 360b).

P ARTING
Shots
The news is discouraging. Unfor¬
tunately, we were far too naive in
dealing with Lane Hall over the last
semester. A few months ago, in this
section, we printed words of praise for
the administration for their agreement
to comply with the new act. That was
the understanding we had.
When the requested information
was finally given to us, it appeared
that our choice words of lavish praise
had come too soon. We were given
less than half the information that we
asked for, even though it was made
clear to us that the administration had
chosen to answer any of our desires
for information under the act. We
were given a per athlete average of
money budgeted to each team. That
we had to fight for even this informa¬
tion is deplorable, seeing as most
other NESCAC schools were willing
to disclose it over the phone. Unfortu¬
nately, this was all the new informa¬
tion we were given. Our overall re¬
quest was handled in the same devi¬
ous way that so many other similar
student requests are handled by the
administration. A smile, a handshake,
a reassuring verbal agreement and a
month later you're virtually back
where you started.
President Harward explained in a
roundabout way that Bates is not yet
ready to provide the most important
data required by the act. Under the
"Data Required" subsection, it clearly
states that colleges must make avail¬
able upon request "The average an¬
nual institutional salary of the head
coaches of the head coaches of men's
teams across all offered sports, and the
average annual institutional salary of
the head coaches of women's teams,
across all offered sports." As long as
the college releases this information
by October of 1996, they are obeying
the law. But we have to wonder, why
the wait? Is it because the current edi¬
torial board will be long gone by the
time the school releases the informa¬
tion? Is it so the college can manipu¬
late the presentation of its salary data
in a way that is representative of
something other than reality? We
were reluctant to ask these questions
before because we naively assumed
that Bates ran a clean program and
that they would have nothing to hide.
What are we to think now?
It would be no trouble for Lane
Hall to collect the data in question.
The numbers are readily available,

save for a little addition and division.
We refuse to accept the argument that
this would be breach of privacy. We
are not asking for particular coaches'
salaries and we are not targeting indi¬
vidual athletes; that is not where our
concern lies. We are looking for an av¬
erage in order to understand where
Bates is in terms of equality and how
far the College needs to go. We might
possibly compare Bates to schools of
similar size in the NESCAC and draw
some logical conclusions, but this
would not seem to be too devious.
Why is there resistance to this effort?
The cold response to our request
is indicative of how administrators in¬
teract with students in such situations.
It is interesting how our institutional
leaders react to potentially bad public¬

A few weeks after the Bill was
abolished, a letter arrived in
everyone's box. This letter explained
that the Bill was transformed into an
all female dorm because its residents
were naughty. Perhaps there was
some validity to the deans' assertions,
but we'll never know, seeing as they
evaded any and all discussion on the
issue with their duplicitous strategy.
On a similar note, I came across a
disturbing piece of information about
our college in the pages of the news
magazine Time. Malcolm Woodfield,
the former Bates English professor
who was quietly ushered out of
Lewiston in light of sexual impropri¬
ety charges a few years ago, is back in
the news. The student who was ha¬
rassed by him at University of Penn¬

Jay Rasku drawing.
ity. The situation often degenerates
into a sort of us against them scenario
in which students are intentionally
kept uninformed. Perhaps some stu¬
dents have taken this reality a bit too
far in suggesting various conspiracies
the deans have been involved in, but
there is nevertheless a clear lack of
honesty with and trust in the student
body by administrators at this institu¬
tion.
After four years at this college, I
am
not
surprised
by
the
administration's handling of our re¬
quest. The methods used by Lane Hall
to promote "openness" and "involve¬
ment" by all members of our commu¬
nity are sinister at best. I am reminded
of the housing restructuring that oc¬
curred two years ago. A committee of
students, faculty and administrators
was formed to look into possible
changes in campus housing as we pre¬
pared for the opening of the Village.
As I recall, the committee came for¬
ward with a proposal seriously alter¬
ing the dynamics of facilities that
housed the most socially deviant stu¬
dents. Most of the student body
smelled a rat and was up in arms. The
cleans claimed to be concerned with
nothing more than logistical issues
during the decision making process.
The message sent was that they had
no desire to manipulate the social
structure of campus to their liking.

sylvania rightly decided to sue Bates
for concealing the information about
his improper behavior from Penn
when he applied for a job there. Bates
gave this pervert a glowing recom¬
mendation and withheld all informa¬
tion about his unethical sexual rela¬
tionships with students.
Now, as the suit is heating up and
Bates remains in the hot seat, our stu¬
dent body is left to wonder how this
fire is being extinguished. When re¬
porters from The Student inquire about
the situation, they are given the usual
runaround. So we find out about the
issue in the pages of Time, and what
we read makes us sick.
Consider this excerpt from Time:
"During the three months in 1993
when she was sleeping with her En¬
glish professor, Lisa Topol lost 18
pounds. She lost interest in her classes
at the University of Pennsylvania, lost
her reputation as an honor student
and wondered if she was losing her
mind... His tastes ran to whips and
riding crops... and when she tried to
get out of the relationship, the profes¬
sor bullied her into continuing."
How does Bates deal with this?
According to the Time article, our law¬
yers are currently trying to obtain
records from the plaintiff's psycho¬
analyst. Such underhanded tactics are
not representative of what this institu¬
tion is about. This is victim-blaming at

its worst; it is a reprehensible intimi¬
dation tactic used by defendants who
find themselves in a desperate situa¬
tion. If the College can not invalidate
the claims of Topol based on legiti¬
mate evidence, then maybe we need
to admit wrongdoing.
But it is not a matter of "we.” As
with so many other institutions, Bates
has created an administration that is
more dedicated to the superficial con¬
cept of an institution than the actual
community members who comprise
it. It is a strange situation. In this con¬
flicting reality, information availabil¬
ity inevitably becomes an issue. Com¬
munity members have a right to know
what their institution represents. The
administration, however, is more con¬
cerned with glossing over reality in
favor of public relations than genuine
disclosure.
By not sharing the burden of seri¬
ous issues such as the Woodfield case,
housing rearrangement or genderbased salary inequities with the larger
community, the administration be¬
comes fully responsible for the han¬
dling of these issues. And perhaps just
as often as not, they handle them in a
way that angers community members.
How can any small group of people
expect to speak for thousands on such
serious issues without having an open
and honest discussion beforehand?
The irony in this situation is that
all that community members are look¬
ing for is an honest response. The bur¬
den of responsibility for problems in
an institution does fall on its members
in the long run. The larger community
must deal with the fallout resulting
from decisions made by a small mi¬
nority, and they resent it. This tension
need not exist. Most members of the
Bates community are mature adults
willing to work through the problems
of our institution. There is no reason
why one discussion needs to go on
behind closed doors in Lane Hall,
while a completely different one takes
place with the greater community.
The idea that we even need Con¬
gress to dictate to Bates that they must
disclose athletic information is ab¬
surd. If our community truly intends
to live up to the lofty ideals it is based
on, then information concerning com¬
munity-wide issues should never be
kept confidential. Of course, people
can make false assumptions when
they are given data to play with, but
the way to refute such misinformation
is not to conceal it. That conflicts di¬
rectly with the philosophy behind
Bates. The way to deal with such prob¬
lems is the way we are told to deal
with any question that comes before
us: healthy and honest debate. Any¬
thing else undermines our credibility
as an institution dedicated to open¬
ness.
As we scurried around Lane Hall
seeking to obtain compliance with the
Equity in Athletics Disclosure Act, we
were told that Bates is about to be rec¬
ognized for their overall good-faith
compliance with Title IX. We are not
quite sure what this means, but it is
troubling. There are clearly problems
with disclosure at this institution that
need to be addressed on an honest
level. The superficial discourse that
goes on now is only counterproduc¬
tive.
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“If you could be any domestic animal,
which animal would you be?”

'A rabbit, so I could be
walked around on a leasb
by a little girl.”
—Hannab Swallow *9?

A cat, so I could lick my
entire body. ”
—John Lyle 95

A Lamster, so I could
sleep all day and cause
problems all ni gbt.”
—Cbuck Leitzell ‘95

Reported by Ed Goldin and Scott Ricb ard

“A golden retreiver, so
people would play witb my
bair.”
—Deb Nowak *95

Pbotos by Barney Beal

Write for The Bates Student—

Meetings Sunday at 7:00 p.m., 224 Chase Hall

Northwestern
Summer Session ’95

For a free copy of the Summer Session ’95
catalog, call 1-800-FINDS NU (in Illinois, call

Everything
under the sun.

708-491-5250), fax your request to
708-491-3660, e-mail your request to
summer95@nwu.edu, or mail this coupon to
Summer Session ’95,2115 North Campus Drive,
Suite 162, Evanston, Illinois 60208-2650.

At Northwestern's Summer Session

at Northwestern, where you can study

you’ll find the same variety of courses

almost everything under the sun.

Send the catalog to O my home O my school.

we offer during the rest of the year:
Name

more than 300 courses in everything

Noteworthy in ’95: Field schools in

from anthropology to storytelling. Each

archaeology, environmental studies,

School Address

summer students from all over the

ethnography, and urban studies and a

City

country earn a lull year’s credit in our

six-week program in Prague.

Home Address

intensives in chemistry, physics, and
languages. Consider Summer Session

City

State

Zip

State

Zip

For more information, please call
1-800-FINDS NU.

Northwestern is an equal opportunity, affirmative action educator and employer.

