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Increased dorm damage
worries administration,
aggravates students
40 percent rise over 1996-1997 levels causes outcry
By MATTHEW EPSTEIN

News Editor
and JOANNA STANDLEY

Copy Editor

This sink in JB was on the receiving end of a drunken
student’s rage this weekend - it was tom out of the wall.
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BATES COLLEGE - Rising concern
over damage to college facilities by students
- “dorm damage” - has prompted a string of
meetings among the Administration, the
Physical Plant and Students, with a growing
consensus that something must be done to
reduce vandalism and general disrespect for
property shown by some students.
“Over a couple of years there has been
a rising frustration about it,” said Assistant
Dean of Students Peter Taylor.
Students too have expressed concern.
The Representative Assembly meeting on
Monday, March 22. will center on ways to deal
with and reduce dorm damage.
Last year, the total dorm damage
charges, including room damage, reached
$65,217.02, the highest total on record.
According to Susan Perry, dorm dam¬
age recorder, dorm damage is defined as
anything beyond the usual wear and tear on
dormitory facilities, such as broken or dam¬
aged items that need extensive repair or re¬
placement.
So far this year, dorm damage has
ranged from holes in walls, broken windows,
excessive mess, and discharged fire extin¬
guishers, to a broken water fountain and two
broken sinks.
Dorm damage may be going down this
year, with $17,824.24 worth of damage, ex¬
cluding room damage, assessed at the end
of the first semester. Last year at this time
there was $22,155.29 worth of damage done.
Costs are based on the cost of the ma¬
terials, as well as the cost of the labor re¬
quired to fix the damage. A fine of $75 is

added when life safety articles, such as fire
extinguishers and emergency lights, are
damaged.
Once dorm damage is assessed, RCs
are informed of the damage to their facili¬
ties. The house or dorm council and the RC
collaborate to determine who is responsible
for the damage. When the responsible party
cannot be identified, the cost is divided
equally among all of the individuals living in
the house or dorm.
Part of the problem, said Taylor, is that
the House Councils do not function to asses
blame for dorm damage.
“There is a reluctance of students to
hold their peers responsible for dorm dam¬
age,” he said.
Accountability is one of the biggest is¬
sues with RCs as well. Thursday’s weekly
RC meeting centered on ways to get students
to take responsibility for their actions.
Abby Francis, RC for Herrick, Stillman
and Davis/Leadbetter Houses recalled a se¬
ries of incidents with one house: “I tried to
post the damage to get them to know they
would all be billed for it, but those were usu¬
ally torn down before the end of the day.”
“My feeling is that these guys think the
charges are worth it for a night of fun with
their friends, and I guess as long as no one
is getting hurt... life goes on and a bill gets
sent to their parents,” she continued.
Though all parties agre that a solution
will not come easily, there is a consensus that
something must be done, as the current situ¬
ation is unacceptable.
“All aspects of damage to College fa¬
cilities greatly impact the study body, as well
as the Physical Plant staff,” said Perry.

Next week: Student and administrative
proposals to reduce dorm damage

English as state
language bill fails
By KATE MCGOWEN

Associate Editor
AUGUSTA - The bill to make English
the official language of the state of Maine
failed, 13-0, in a State and Local Government
Committee vote Wednesday.
Rep. Tom Shields (R)-Auburn pro¬
posed the bill in an effort to have all public
records, documents, proceedings, and execu¬
tive sessions conducted and written in En¬
glish.
The proposal raised a public outcry
among Shields’ constituents, of whom 40%
are French and French-Canadian, because
he said that the use of French was “unAmerican.” But to quell his Franco-American constituents, he threw in another twist claiming he proposed the bill because he be¬
lieved the Spanish culture and language of
the migrant workers was “creeping into
Maine.”

“I just want to codify [English as the
official language] and put some level of pro¬
tection of [Franco-American] culture as op¬
posed to the group that’s creeping up this
way, particularly the Spanish-speaking
people.” Shields said in a January article by
A. Jay Higgins in the Bangor Daily News.
A staff editorial in a February edition
of the BDN stated, “[He] pleads that he has
been misunderstood, that his bill was not
meant to offend French-speakers. Instead,
it was meant to offend Spanish speakers who
are...mighty stealthy, those Spanish-speakers. A bunch of them have been masquerad¬
ing for years as seasonal farm workers, the
inexpensive blueberry rakers and apple pick¬
ers Maine depends on. Turns out they

Please see “English, ”
on page 2
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English
Bias
incident in
Chase Hall
Discovery of perpetrators
deemed “unlikely”
MATTHEW EPSTEIN
News Editor
CHASE HALL - In the first bias in¬
cident in some time at Bates College, an
unidentified perpetrator left the words
“Yeah for post season play, unless you’re
gay, then no way,” on the RA discussion
board outside of commons Tuesday.
There are no suspects in this bias
incident, which differs from a hate crime
as no threat was made against any indi¬
vidual.
“It’s under investigation now, but
it’s not likely that we’re going to find the
perpetrator - that’s why it’s very impor¬
tant that we educate the community [to
prevent further incidents],” said Dean of
Students E Celeste Branham Thursday
evening.
The Hate Crimes and Bias Incident
Committee has meet on the matter, but ac¬
cording to Branham, “It is very, very diffi¬
cult to find perpetrators [for this type of
incident].”
The campus was notified about the
incident Thursday afternoon in an an¬
nounce list email from Assistant Dean of
Students Daniel B. Ludden.
The email, in part, read: “Bates has
expressed publicly its enduring commit¬
ment to diversity and its expectation that
all members of this community will honor
that commitment.... Such incidents seri¬
ously breach this principle and undermine
positive gains that have already been
made.”

Quote of the week:
“The First Amendment is
interested in the truth.”
Independent Counsel
Kenneth Starr.

weren’t doing backbreaking work because
they wanted to make a buck but because they
wanted to force governmental proclamations
to appear in more than one language.”
Shields said of his proposal, “This has
nothing to do with my constituents. This is
my thing. It’s something that I want to do.”
Yet the Auburn legislator claims the
voices of his constituency did not go unno¬
ticed. “I asked several of my French-Canadian constituents, and they seemed to have
no problem with this bill.”
The constituents that were consulted
were bilingual.

“This has nothing to do
with my constituents.
This is my thing. It's
something that I want
to do. ”
State Rep. Tom Shields
(R), on his English as
official language bill
“This has nothing to do with educa¬
tion,” Shields said when questioned about the
effects the proposed bill would have. “It is
about government, and government activi¬
ties.” The bill does have an exemption for
education in section 4C: “To instruction de¬
signed to aid students with limited English
integrating into the general education sys¬
tem.”
Through this proposal, bilingual edu¬
cation programs in towns along the MaineCanadian border might lose out to English
as a Second Language programs. Bilingual
education programs fuse two languages to¬
gether in order to respect the original cul¬
ture and teach a new one. English as a Sec¬
ond Language programs are more focused
on assimilating the student to mainstream
English-language education. Some worried
the bill would assimilate rather than acculturate the children into English-speaking
culture and lead them to lose their French
or French-Canadian culture.
In the 1960s Maine’s children were
punished for speaking French in school. The
only time foreign languages could be spoken
was when they were being taught as a for¬
eign language, even though many children
came into the schoofnot having been exposed
to English. The students were assimilated
quickly and forcefully into English-speaking
culture. As part of the bilingual education
programs now in use, the Franco-American
culture is recognized and respected, while
Standard English is taught for academic pur¬
poses.
“French was my first language, and
they beat that right out of me in school,”

Lewiston Middle School and other state institutions are
still free to use any language that they choose.
Bates employee Mike Voisine said. “I’d be
so much better off right now if I was bilin¬
gual.”
“Because the Franco-American cul¬
ture as a whole was labeled as lower class
and stupid, I’m losing out,” Sean Findlen ’99
said. “I have just about 300 years of FrancoAmerican in me, and I’ve had to recreate my

Erin Muilinphoto

identity. Am I who I am because I was born
into my culture? No. I am who I am because
I recreated my culture. I learned French as
a foreign language, and I’ve learned about
my culture and my history so that I can have
an identity. This bill, if passed, would have
been a legislative reinforcement of
Anglophone hegemony.”

Campus/Wtvl. Trauel Service
BED & BREAKFAST

STUDENTS AND TEACHERS
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• TOKYO-$1049.00

782-8625

• Based on Availability! CALL NOW!

ASK FOR JANELL DOWNTOWN WATERVIU-E LOCA7

Take a break
relax, refresh, regroup
cozy weekend getaways
midweek specials
84 Elm Street
Camden, Maine 04843
207-236-6250 800-755-ELMS
e-mail: theelms@midcoast.com website:httpAvww.mIdcoast.conv'-theelms/
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Faculty approves pass/fail grades, ends clusters
By JENNIFER MERKSAMER

Staff Writer
CHASE HALL - The faculty
voted during their March meeting to al¬
low students the option of taking two
classes pass/fail. They also voted to
drop the cluster requirement and in¬
clude education as a social science.
Beginning in the fall of 1999, stu¬
dents will have the opportunity to, “take
a risk signing up for a course they are
not sure of,” according to Elizabeth
Tobin, history professor and acting

the grade at the end of the semester.
Some professors were opposed to
the legislation, fearing that students
would loose their incentive to work hard
on general education requirements.
These hesitations resulted in this
option being limited to classes that were
not going to count towards general edu¬
cation. However, in five years the fac¬
ulty will review their decision and make
any changes based on the outcome.
The faculty also voted to drop the
cluster requirement, which they be¬
lieved did not work. Tobin revealed it

Dean of Faculty, by having the choice of
taking two classes pass/fail.
Tobin also mentioned that this
would allow students to place more “em¬
phasis on learning and not just on
whether they are going to receive a good
or bad grade.”
Students can change their grade
from letter to pass/fail during the add/
drop period at the beginning of the se¬
mester. The professor, who is not told if
the student is taking the course on a
pass/fail basis, gives the student a let¬
ter grade. The registrar then converts

was passed to ensure that students took
humanities classes that, “revolved
around a relevant theme instead of just
isolated classes.” Despite this idea, they
recognized that students merely created
a theme to connect the classes they had
already taken.
The last change included counting
education courses towards the social
science requirement. Apparently, twenty
years ago the faculty felt that education
was not appropriate in that category,
but they now think that “it fits into the
concept of social sciences.”
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Making the selling of sex legal: the better of two bad choices
By JOHN CONNORS
Forum Editor
Did you know that you can legally pur¬
chase sex is this country? It’s true. Just head
west, out to Nevada, where 13 of 16 counties
have legally permitted prostitution since
1986. There you can go to the government
regulated, privately-run brothels and...
enjoy yourself. And in this case at least, you
can enjoy someone else too.
That isn’t all though. Governor Jesse
“The Body” Ventura, while he was campaign¬
ing in Minnesota, gained notoriety for among other things - openly considering the
legalization of prostitution. Lately he’s clari¬
fied his position, stating that Minnesota
should consider the option as it looks for
answers to prostitution.
Beyond the hype of the Ventura cam¬
paign, there is a movement in the U.S. to have
the sale of sex legalized, or at the very least
de-criminalized. But most of the compelling
arguments behind such a shift in the law
don’t have to do with the freeing of sexual
pleasure. What many people do not under¬
stand, or perhaps don’t want to face the ug¬
liness of, is the dangerous and ruthless world
that prostitution can be. It’s the arguments
from people who do understand this (I’m only
beginning to myself) that are making more
and more people consider the option of le¬
galizing prostitution where they live.
Why is Prostitution so Dangerous?
Many people are superficially aware
that prostitution isn’t a pleasant profession,
just like any industry in the black market.
But they aren’t aware of just how terrible it
can be. Imagine situations where the most
vulnerable members of our communities (the
runaways, the drug addicts, and the people
with incredibly low self esteem) are at first
welcomed, and then forced into selling sex
by pimps. Pimps can use all kinds of coer¬
cion to keep their prostitutes working.
Getting prostitutes addicted to drugs

is one of the most common ways, with the
use of drugs like amphetamines and barbi¬
turates as a method of establishing a
dependance. According to the San Franciscobased Delancey Street Foundation, more
than 85% of the nation’s prostitutes are ad¬
dicted to crack, heroin, prescription drugs
or alcohol.
But violence, rape, extortion, and even
emotional dependance are also ways that
these pimps keep prostitutes from leaving
them. The misery doesn’t end there. Pimps
usually keep most, if not all, of the money
their prostitutes earn hustling. That leaves
the prostitutes with little to show for a full
day of sex with sometimes as many as twenty
customers. Rapes and beatings from these
Johns often go unreported. Some figures re¬
flect that only 4% of prostitutes report such
crimes to police, and that only 7% seek help
from a source of counseling.
Are only women prostitutes? No. Men,
many teenagers, some older men, also work
the escort services, the bars, and street cor¬
ners hustling. From what little I know, their
customers are rarely women. But their situ¬
ation is often no better than women’s since
they too can be caught up an exploitative situ¬
ation without the knowledge, self confidence,
or supportive people to locate and ask for
help in leaving that life.
There are prostitutes who choose (I
use that word loosely) to make money
through prostitution without the control of
pimps. Those that do are exposed to the dan¬
gers of pimps who defend their territory with
violence. But choose is a difficult term to use
here, since it seems to suggest that these
people are facing a totally voluntarily situa¬
tion. We live in a world that is unfair, and
these people do not necessarily have a
choice, except maybe a very difficult one.
They can choose to fight drug addiction, the
stigma attached by people to hookers, a pos¬
sible police record, STDs, a vindictive pimp,
and a job market as a worker with little or
no job skills. Or, they can keep working and

remain poorly treated and exposed to the
danger.
One of the difficult issues to under¬
stand, and one that is still debated, is
whether or not prostitution is a vector for
sexually transmitted disease (STDs). Outside
of a brothel, like the ones in Nevada, there is
no way to ensure the use of a condom during
sex. Surprisingly, the U.S. Department of
Health reports that only 3-5% of the sexu¬
ally transmitted diseases in this country is
related to prostitution (compared to 30-35%
among teenagers). According to the Centers
for Disease Control, there is no statistical
indication that prostitution is a vector of HIV
That doesn’t mean that prostitutes aren’t
infected and passing it on to their clients
though, and the sense is that these figure may
not be an honest reflection of what’s out
there.
So Why the Push for Legalization?
There have always been reformist ef¬
forts and movements concerning prostitu¬
tion, and lately the issue has gained a great
deal of media attention. The prostitutes’
rights movement, as we know it today, be¬
gan in the late 60’s and early 70’s. The dif¬
ference between the contemporary move¬
ment organizing for legalization and previ¬
ous efforts is that the current movement has
been defined in a large part by prostitutes
themselves. Prostitute activists have defined
prostitutes’ legal status in specific ways since
the beginning of the prostitutes’ rights move¬
ment. They are lobbying for a recognition of
their rights to autonomy and self-regulation,
but so far have seen little success.
Proponents of legalization say that
pimps owe their continued existence to the
law. If prostitution were legal they say, then
the black market that allows for the abuse of
prostitutes would be destroyed. Pimps could
be outlawed, and prostitutes who are raped,
abused, and victims of extortion could at
least go to the police and report the crime
without fear of arrest. That’s the situation

in other countries like Singapore; where
prostitution is legal, but the facilitation, hous¬
ing and employment of prostitution isn’t. A
safer, regulated environment with condom
usage and security for prostitutes could be
established. The brothels could be discreetly
advertised and zoned away from residential
neighborhoods. The brothels in Nevada, for
example, are located away from privately
owned homes and exist in rural areas only.
Criticism of the Law
Across the nation a war is being waged
on prostitution. Police agencies stage street
sweeps, undercover sting operations, and
neighborhood protection watches in neigh¬
borhoods where prostitutes work.The Bos¬
ton Police Department has an program called
‘Operation Squeeze.’ In it, groups of police
officers, male and female, pose as prostitutes
and Johns in areas where prostitution is ram¬
pant, such as the downtown red light district
adjacent to Chinatown. Once the undercover
officer is solicited, backup police move in and
make an arrest. Police then release the
names and residences of the arrested sus¬
pects to the press, which sometimes pub¬
lishes them. Punishment for suspects range
from fines and mandatory AIDS education
to hours of community service.
The cost of enforcement is very high.
Although the figures I found were dated (they
were from 1986) the average arrest, court
and incarceration costs can amount to over
$ 2,000.00 per arrest in a municipality. Cities
have spent an average of 7.5 million dollars
on the control of prostitution every year,
ranging from 1 million dollars in Memphis to
23 million dollars in New York.
What do feminists authors have to say?
Today, some feminists see prostitution
as a form of sexual slavery, while others see
it as a route to sexual self-determination.
Radical feminists such as Andrea Dworkin

Continued on page 6

BATES RATES:Super t Slam
We felt kinda bad about the down arrow last week, so this
week we give Eileen (who after all is pulling out the stops
along with the rest of OCS tryin’ to get us employed) a
BIG thumbs up for sticking to it. You go Eileen.

Eileen Wiikens'
emails
Mrs. Skannotto &
the Crosstones
Honors Thesis Writers
& their early morning
DJ saviors

Dan Wellehan’s
Thesis

t
t

The ruffians headline for the first time, belting it out
with style, talent, and all for free.

t

Talk about a brave man. With a week left to go, and no
pages to speak of, Wellehan may have to freebase ritalin
to pull this one off. But we have faith. Sure hope his
thesis advisor doesn’t read this...

What do you mean it
won’t print? !#@*

Whoa.

Praise God children. The promised land lies ahead. Note
to Kara and her sis doin’ the 2-4am WRBC slot friday
morning; VERY possible you saved a small score of people
from braindeath with your injection of music for the soul.
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Check the facts before the assertions

Editorial

To the Editors:

We’re real tired of this bigoted,
small minded, clap-trap.
Once again, hatred returns to Bates. It is nice to know
the truth, that we go to a school with people so small-minded
that they think it is ok to put messages such as “Yeah for
post-season play, unless you’re gay, then no way,” anywhere.
Bigotry exists on this campus, and it is not going to end
when idiots like the one who put the poster up in Chase Hall
go away, it will end when we stop laughing at that poster. It
will end when students stop saying things such as “I really
don’t like Coming Out Weekend, I don’t see why they have to
be so forward about that.”
We are human beings, and we have the right to love
whomever we want to. We have the same rights as every
other person on this campus. We have the right to be as proud
of our lives as you are of your lifestyle - even to flaunt it in
the way that you do, because we are no different than you.
Here’s the message: It is not enough for people on this
campus to not be so phenomenally small-minded that they
stick up homophobic posters in Chase Hall, we need to live in
a place where people are truly tolerated, no matter who they
are, or who they love. If we allow prejudice to exist on this
campus, then we are no better then the bigot. If we do not
protect others, then we are not worthy of protection.
This week, it is not enough to make sure that our own
behavior is appropriate. Each of us must stand up for the
rights of others, because any of us could part of the next group
on this campus to be discriminated against.

I write to congratulate the Student on
its publication of a new humor column. The
article on March 12 by Christine Hopkins cer¬
tainly was quite funny,
as she proposed a
complex conspiracy
Letters to
theory involving Ad¬
missions, Financial Aid, and other adminis¬
trators to explain what she perceives as a
lack of student activism. Unfortunately I
think Ms. Hopkins meant her article to be
taken seriously.
Conspiracy theories are fun — note the
success of the “X Files”. But unless they are
meant purely as entertainment, such claims
need to have some evidence to support them.
The problem with the efforts in recent weeks
by writers in the Student to blame faculty and
administration for the lack of student power
is that these articles are long on complaints
about other people, but short on facts.
Ms. Hopkins congratulates “certain per¬
ceptive students” who have spawned her con¬
spiracy theory in their “back-rooms.” I urge

these students, and the Student writers who
cite them, to come out of their rooms and be¬
gin the harder task of actually finding out
what is going on at Bates. Figure out the ten¬
ure system. Participate in the many open fo¬
rums on issues like
the calendar reform,
the Editor
rather than complain
at the end of a long
process that they weren’t included. Check
claims about students on financial aid before
claiming that they are “facts”.
It is true that students do not have the
power at Bates to make major curricular de¬
cisions. That does not mean that their opin¬
ions are not solicited or listened to by fac¬
ulty and administration. The Student news¬
paper can act as a major force for educating
and representing student opinion. But only
if it becomes a place where reasoned opin¬
ion based on hard research replaces fantasy
writing and helpless whining.
Steve Hochstadt
Professor of History

Poetic Justice: shut up and listenLetter stresses the importance of respect at the Paul Muldane reading
To the Editor:
(Inspired by the Paul Muldune reading)
It’s not that hard really. You show up
twenty minutes early. You find a seat and chat
quietly with your friends. You become silent
when the poet speaks. You don’t come late.
You don’t sit and eat cake at the door. How
difficult is this? Respect, I mean. You don’t
come in the door during the poem. You don’t
bring a cellular phone. You don’t crack
knuckles loudly enough to interrupt the poet.
Don’t carry on a conversation in any voice.
Basics. Pretty standard stuff here. You don’t
fall asleep. You don’t leave early. You don’t
stand at the door and wait for someone who
is rising to leave early. You don’t stand at the
door and wait for someone who is coming in

the door late. Don’t come late. If late, then
never. (It isn’t ever better) The poet is pour¬
ing forth his insides. This is not a social gath¬
ering, this is not base entertainment. If you
are looking for a way to let your mind sleep,
stay home and watch Friends. During the
silent parts of the poem, don’t drop your pen.
The silence is important to the poet. Don’t
disturb it. It’s amazing that this has to be
written. Here’s a tip. Listen. Listen, listen,
listen. It’s poetry reading. Not poetry sam¬
pling. Poetry snippets? No. Arrive having
read the poet. Arrive having spoken to some¬
one about the poet. Respect the poet. Don’t
leave early. Don’t come late. Really, it’s not
that hard.
Andrew Gardner, ’00

Dole in 2000: a victory for equal rights
1873-1999

Shawn P. O’Leary.Editor-in-Chief
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The Bates Student is published weekly by the students of Bates College when the
college is in session. Editorials represent opinions of the editorial board. Views ex¬
pressed in individual columns, features and letters are solely those of the author.
As the section name suggests, the opinion pages of the The Bates Student are in¬
tended to be an open forum for the Bates community. To this end, we invite members
of the community to contribute to it.

To the Editor:
Last week, Elizabeth Dole announced
the formation of a Presidential Committee
that put her one step closer to candidacy. She
said that “We must rekindle a spirit in our
hearts, something very American, something
still alive but buried beneath a thickening
layer of skepticism and doubt.” In the con¬
text of the speech, Mrs. Dole was referring
simply to Republican politics, but her words
are demonstrative of schism in America that
goes far deeper than party planks.
If what Mrs. Dole is referring to is the
famous American tenet “all men are created
equal,” then not only rekindling, but revamp¬
ing is long past due. It is only within the lat¬
ter quarter of this century that we have be¬
gun to qualify that statement. Phrases like
“equal opportunity,” “affirmative action,” and

off the mark

by Mark Parisi

Letters to the Editor must be received at 7 p.m. on Wednesday if they are to be consid¬
ered for publication in the Friday issue. All letters must be signed, but under special
circumstances the newspaper may withhold names upon request. People may de¬
liver single-spaced, typed letters to 224 Chase Hall, or mail them to The Bates Stu¬
dent, 309 Bates College, Lewiston, ME 04240. They may also submit letters on a 3.5inch computer disk, or by e-mail to jconnors@abacus.bates.edu.
The Bates Student reserves the right not to print letters, and to edit letters for length
and clarity. Letters listing multiple authors must be signed by each author. Letters
determined to be malicious or deceitful in their intent will not be published.
Additional postal correspondence can be mailed to the above address.
Reach The Bates Student by telephone at (207) 795-7494, or by fax at (207) 786-6035.
Subscription rates are $25 for the academic year, or $15 per semester. Checks should
be made payable to The Bates Student.
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“we do not discriminate on the Sasis of....”
have helped to expand that once narrow por¬
tal of Jefferson. But these phrases have only
broadened the existing understanding of that
early American ethos. Mrs. Dole will tear
down that barrier of crumbling mortar and
erect a new one that righteously proclaims
“All People, Are Equal.”
Interestingly enough, if Mrs. Dole is
elected, it will not be the long anticipated,
radical, left- wingpolitical group that affects
these changes, but a right-wing, conserva¬
tive one. Mrs. Dole’s presidency would in¬
deed mark a great Republican victory for
human rights, Abraham Lincoln’s being the
greatest.
Alan Jenkins, ’02
President,
Bates College Republicans

Off the mark

by Mark Parisi
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Legalize selling sex?
Continued from page 4

oppose sex work in any form. Some argue
that it exploits women and reinforces their
status as sexual objects, undoing many of the
gains women have made over the past cen¬
tury. Many of the rest feel that, like it or not,
it’s simply something that’s here to stay.
Some people detect elements of con¬
descension in arguments like Dworkin’s.
Some believe that arguments like Dwarkin’s
imply that prostitutes don’t know what
they’re doing and need someone more edu¬
cated to protect them. Some prostitutes who
choose the work reply to that by stating the
last thing they need is a group of moralistic
goody-two shoes patronizing them, and they
would rather have people argue for a decent
and safe working environment.
Those that argue for prostitution also
argue that just because it’s lousy work it
doesn’t mean it should be stamped out. Be¬
sides, there are lots of jobs out there in which
women are underpaid, under-appreciated,
and exploited. They argue that
criminalization simply exacerbates the prob¬
lems of prostitution by isolating women from
legal recourse and protection.
Why Are We Uncomfortable?
Perhaps part of our uncomfortable
with the idea of prostitution comes from
ideas about self-worth. We may not like see¬
ing the fact that our society produces an en¬
vironment that fosters the exploitation of
people like this. The act of selling one’s body
out, objectifying it like a product, isn’t an
action that reflects a positive self-image.
On the other hand, you can argue that
prostitutes selves are really more than just
their bodies. If you can think of your self as
exclusively your mind and your personality,
intentionally divorcing your self from just
your body, then the act of using your body as
an object seems less negative.

And maybe part of our udiscomfort has
to do with the fear that one of our brothers,
our friends, or even our fathers might be the
ones paying for sex. Then there’s the other
side of the coin; before we advocate for or
against it’s legalization, we have to try and
imagine a brother or sister, our mother or
son or cousin working as a prostitute.
How much of our unwillingness to even
address this issue is tied up in our uncom¬
fortable with our own sexuality? Very few
people like the idea of sex being reduced to
some kind of barter, equivalent to a trip to
the supermarket for another kind of
product.When it comes to public issues of
sexuality. When it comes to public issues of
sexuality the United States hasn’t even been
willing to advocate for a mandate on national
sex education, even in the face of life threat¬
ening diseases. That’s no surprise, with our
puritanical traditions and our private-pub¬
lic distinctions about sexuality. But with that
understanding, how can we expect the na¬
tion to discuss something like the legaliza¬
tion of prostitution?
Rather than facing the music and ad¬
mitting that prostitution will always occur,
and that the present law only serves to en¬
danger the people who are involved with it,
we maintain its proscription to protect the
public ban on social acceptance of sex. Some
men will always be willing to pay for sex, and
some women will be willing to offer it for
money. I believe that we have to make a deci¬
sion between two lousy choices; keep it ille¬
gal and expose prostitutes to dangers that
collectively seem far more immoral than sex
work, or legalize it, and publically sanction
a trade that no one is proud of.
When faced with the idea of family and
friends involved in legalized prostitution, a
lot of even the most open-minded of thinkers
on this subject become uncomfortable with
it and sometimes even reverse positions. No
one wants to imagine someone they know

The NESCAC decision: unreasoned,
illogical, and politically motivated
To the Editor:

is your belief that post-season play is a valu¬
able and rewarding expenence that creates
lifelong memories for its participants, remove
Bates from NESCAC and save your students
from missing out on that, not just athletes
but fans as well. If however, it is your belief
that post-season play is harmful to its par¬
ticipants, then, Mr. President, you must also
remove Bates from the NESCAC, and save
any student-athletes that might be on that
one team that qualifies for NCAA’s from the
horrors of post-season play.
The fact of the matter is that the presi¬
dents have shown no good reason for limit¬
ing post-season play
participation, be¬
cause there is none.
the Editor
Reducing the number
of teams in the post¬
season to one will make NESCAC coaches
more bloodthirsty in recruiting practices, and
will result in greater efforts to admit lessthan-qualified student-athletes into schools
like Bates, because it takes that much more
to get to the next level. NESCAC prides itself
on being a conference that excels on and off
the field. This decision limits the potential
for excellence. Student athletes across the
NESCAC have been learningvaluable lessons
from post-season play for years—let’s not
limit the unique educational opportunity that
post-season competition provides.

I am writing to address the issue of
post-season play in NESCAC. The compro¬
mise of the NESCAC presidents that will send
only one team per sport to post-season com¬
petition is an illogical and poorly reasoned
discision. Allowing one team to advance
when many are qualified to do so is absurd,
even more absurd than not allowing any
teams teams to compete past the regular
season. It is a purely political decision, the
result of bickering between allegedly reason¬
able academics. However, the collective
Ph.D.’s of the presi¬
dents of NESCAC were
not enough to produce
Letters to
a decision on post-sea¬
son competition with
any roots in reason or reality.
It boils down to this: Either you oppose
post-season competition in principle, or you
do not—letting one team advance is not in
harmony with either view. If there are nega¬
tive effects of post-season competition, I chal¬
lenge the presidents of NESCAC to produce
evidence of those effects. If they can, I say
let no team advance to post-season play, be¬
cause to expose any NESCAC student-ath¬
letes to those “detrimental” effects would be
a grave error. So too, would it be a grave er¬
ror to deny deserving athletes rewarding
post-season experiences without good rea¬
son.
Andy Stanton, ’01
To President Harward I say this: If it
going to a brothel or one of their family mem¬
bers as a worker in a brothel. I don’t like
having the possibility that a friend or family
member might be a prostitute through legal¬
ization. But ethically I can’t ignore the situa¬
tion we’ve made for prostitutes. The extor¬

tion, the beatings, the fear that the mainte¬
nance of this black market foster are hor¬
rendous. I know that in a perfect world, no¬
body would be bartering for sex at all. But
we’ve got to come up with a public policy that
faces this reality in the most humanistic way.

Think students don’t have an avenue of recourse, think again
To the Editor:
I write in response to Christine
Hopkin’s letter from the last issue of the Stu¬
dent. I thank Christine for this opportunity
to contribute to a dialogue on the issue of
student power.
Christine has eloquently conveyed her
belief that the Bates College administration
has tossed the students a crumb, a mere
scrap from the table of governance and
power. I think closer examination of the mor¬
sel in question is warranted, and I assert that
it will be revealed to be rich enough fodder
for a feast; not a left-over at all...
I find fault with the premise that the
power elements students are given in the
decision-making atmosphere at Bates are
weak and mere ‘concessions’ on behalf of the
administration. I hold that there actually is
quite an effective structure in place for stu¬
dents to make manifest their will. The prob¬
lem is actually getting enough people to know
about and to work within this system so that
it is able to work at full capacity.
Of people and pennies
The Representative Assembly (RA) is
charged with two major tasks that cannot be
reduced to feel-good superficial delegations
of power. The body is responsible for putting
student representatives on key College com¬
mittees, and for the location of the student
activities budget.
The RA appoints students to approxi¬
mately sixty seats on committees crucial to
the setting of the College’s community
agenda. For example, five students are ap¬
pointed to the Extracurricular Activities and
Residential Life Committee- which, among
other duties, approves the creation of new
clubs and organizations. The Admissions and
Financial Aid Committee is another example.
Two students are seated to work with fac¬
ulty members on admissions policy and the

dispersal of financial aid. Perhaps most re¬
vered of these vital committees is the Stu¬
dent Conduct Committee. Five students are
appointed to bring the student world view to
the College’s disci¬
pline process. The
‘voice’ of the student
Letters to
body is directly and
extensively conveyed
to various governance organs of the college
through the Student/Faculty Committee sys¬
tem.
Additionally,
the RA manages the
elections for three
important advisory
committees. Every
year, each class
elects a new student
to sit on either the
President’s, Deans’
or Trustees’ Com¬
mittees. Students on
these committees
are able to advance
interests in a very
direct way- straight
to the face of Presi¬
dent Harward, Dean
Sawyer, or the Trust¬
ees. Questions asked
are answered. Con¬
cerns raised are lis¬
tened to. Through
these established
and time-honored
committees, the stu¬
dent voice is for the
most part heard, and often heeded.
Whereas the College grants a shared
power to students through the numerous Stu¬
dent/Faculty Committees, it has allowed the
RA the important solo power to administer
the student activities budget. This is perhaps
the clearest and most weighty example of the

legitimacy of genuine power structures un¬
der student control. The approximately
$220,000 student activities budget is allo¬
cated by the RA. Students on the Budget
Committee and the RA
make very real deci¬
sions regarding the
the Editor
use of this money that
have a profound im¬
pact on the activities of clubs and organiza¬
tions- entities that are central to the atmo¬
sphere of the Col¬
lege. The allocation
of the funds help
shape Bates’ intense
extracurricular cul¬
ture.

I hold that there
actually is quite an
effective structure in
place for students to
make manifest their
will. The problem is
actually getting
enough people to
know about and to
work within this
system so that it is
able to work at full
capacity.

Day to day, dealing
with the grey

There is more.
The committee sys¬
tem and the alloca¬
tion of the student
activities budget is
routine and very institutionalized.
When the RA is not
striving for the best
operation of these
systems possible, it
is taking up other
matters- the grey ar¬
eas that fall out of
committee purview,
or that are of wide¬
spread concern.
The RA is a forum for students. It de¬
bates issues every week that the represen¬
tatives bring up on behalf of their constitu¬
encies. Such relevant debates in recent
weeks have been on calendar changes,
NESCAC post season play, and dorm dam¬
age. Sometimes, after debate, the RA is able

to make changes itself. Other times it can
make a recommendation to the College en¬
tity in-charge- and then a proactive effort is
made to see matters through. In either case,
the RA is doing what it is meant to do in the
structure- advocating and working for stu¬
dents.
The problem is not structure
Clearly there is an extensive system
in place for students to have some control
over their Bates destinies. Why then do
people feel powerless? Things break down
where information is lacking about these
routes of student power. If the information is
not there on what strings students do hold,
it is no surprise that the lament of helpless¬
ness comes so quickly.
A central mission of the RA is to con¬
quer this information gap. There is an ami¬
able and sound system in place. The RA
seeks to empower students to be movers and
shakers within its current structure.
The good fight
Fighting the lack of information trend
that eats at the structurally sound student
power base is a constant battle. Like the im¬
mune system, the RA frantically works to
ensure that all the networks are healthy and
working together in the student body politic.
There are times when things may be ill, but
these are the times when students can look
to the RA. It can ensure that the established
organs are vigorous and well on a daily ba¬
sis-capable of handling unwelcome condi¬
tions. And when the pathogen appears to be
completely alien, the RA, like our ever vigi¬
lant and resilient immune system, will try its
hardest to improvise, to fight, and to win.
Jason Surdukowski
Vice President,
Bates Representative Assembly
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Senior composes full-scale symphony
Student’s senior thesis is an inspired work celebrating the memory of his late father
By SARAH LITSCH
Staff Writer
While working on an oilrig during the
last six months of his year-and-a-half leave
of absence, Josh Fix ’99 became inspired. He
attributes the inspiration in part to a dream,
and in part to his late father. Josh describes
the dream as a family gathering of sorts, in
which he, his father, and his younger brother
are sitting around a table. His father is sing¬
ing a familiar tune— a Jewish prayer he used
to sing Friday nights before dinner. The mu¬
sic grows in intensity, and eventually the
dream ends. Having had this dream, and in
light of the fact that his father loved and in¬
troduced him to music, Josh says he knew
what had to do. He returned to Bates, de¬
clared a major in music, and as his senior
thesis, he is composing a full-scale symphony
that utilizes the college choir as well as the
orchestra, in a tribute to his father.
When Josh first described his goal to
his advisor, he met with some skepticism.
There have been students who have com¬
posed symphonies in the past, but it is a rare
occurrence that involves massive amounts of
time and dedication. Obviously Josh has both,
because nearly any time of day, any day of
the week, if you’re looking for Josh, you can
find him in Olin working on his thesis. He

admits that he didn’t quite know what he was
getting into, having taken only one semester
of composition, but after a slow start, the
project is beginning to take shape. The sym¬
phony is, in part, built around the tune from
Josh’s dream. With help from the religion
department, Josh has found the lyrics to the
prayer and excerpts from other sources such
as the Dead Sea Scrolls, which he plans on
using as lyrics for the choir. In one of the
movements, he has decided to feature the
bassoon, the instrument he believes most
closely matches his father’s voice, and at the
end, the French horn, his father’s choice as
a match for his voice.
Currently, Josh is in the processes of
not only scoring his symphony, but gather¬
ing support for it as well. He says that the
college is hiring extra players for the orches¬
tra, and he himself has asked friends, col¬
leagues, or people he’s heard singing in
nearby rooms, to help with his project. His
vision is something he hopes will attract all
kinds of listeners, and he places an empha¬
sis on the idea that it isn’t a project wrought
from sadness, but one that celebrates life¬
something that is uplifting and befitting of a
celebration of the memory of his father. The
nature of the symphony is still unknown to
his family, and though it will undoubtedly be
a surprise when they recognize the prayer,

Josh Fix working on his symphony in Olin Arts Center.

Josh has worked to create a piece that is
uplifting as opposed to upsetting.
Josh doesn’t know at this point
whether he will pursue music as his life’s
work. He says that he will always love mu¬
sic, but at this point he is just enjoyingit and

Erin Mullin photo.

will be glad when the project is done.

Josh is presenting his symphony Friday,
April 9th in Olin Concert Hall and invites
the student body to attend.

Cast and crew of The Red Faust
head to Hungary for short term
By JENNIFER GIBLIN
Features Editor
This coming May, audiences in Hun¬
gary will have the chance to enjoy what we
at Bates have become used to- excellent per¬
formances by the cast and crew involved in
theater productions. As part of their short
term class, eighteen Bates students will
travel to Budapest to stage The Red Faust,
a Hungarian play which made its English lan¬
guage premier at Schaeffer Theater earlier
this month.
Starring Hungarian actor and trans¬
lator Peter Linka, the play follows the con¬
troversial anti-Communist Jozef Cardinal
Mindszenty through each of his episodic de¬
scents to hell, led by Pal Javor, a noted Hun¬
garian film actor. Beginning in 1944, the ac¬
tion of the play moves back and forth from
that date, tracing the history of Hungary’s
communist regime.
Theater professor Martin Andrucki
and voice lecturer Katalin Vescey brought
this project to Bates through a Faculty De¬
velopment grant which allowed them to visit
Budapest in 1998 to study contemporary
Hungarian theater. Professor Andrucki said
he chose to stage this particular play be¬
cause, “It gave insight into Hungarian his¬
tory in the twentieth century about which
Americans don’t know enough. It is also

about a figure who was well-known outside
of Hungary, making the play more accessible,
unlike most of the others we’d seen.”
To actor Peter
Linka, the play’s
history has per¬
sonal significance.
Born to Hungarian
parents, Linka grew
up in Australia but
returned to Hun¬
gary ten years ago.
The Red Faust
spans the regimes
under which his
parents lived; both
his mother and fa¬
ther
emigrated
mid-century. Linka
believes the play
will likewise have
special significance
for the Hungarian
audience in May.
The play will be restaged in a theater
specializing
in
English-language
productions. The audience
for such a production, he said, will be going
because they’re very interested. They will
be goingwith different types of interests and

broader backgrounds and are more likely to
be receptive.
The supporting cast of The Red Faust
includes twelve Bates
actors. Six student
crew members also
contribute to the pro¬
duction of the play,
working on cos¬
tumes, set design,
and lighting. The
play was a huge time
commitment for ev¬
eryone involved; for
eight weeks cast
members spent at
least three hours re¬
hearsing each week¬
day. As the play’s
opening approached,
three hours a day
stretched to four. For
light board operator
and props guy Peter
Herrick-Stare ’02,
“tech week,” the
week before opening
night, meant working
five hour days, often stayinguntii one o’clock
in the morningto paint sets. Erika Lilienthal
’01 also spend many hours preparing cos¬
tumes for the performers, even traveling to

As part of their short
term class, eighteen
Bates students will
travel to Budapest to
stage The Red Faust,
a Hungarian play
which made its
English language
premier at Schaeffer
Theater earlier this
month.

Write for Features.

Boston one weekend to find forty suits.
According to those involved, the com¬
mitment paid off. Cast member Emily White
’99 believes that working on the play has been
a positive experience. “The cast,” she said
“was great, we had alot of fun.”
Despite a mixed reaction from the au¬
dience, many of whom did not understand
the play’s history and thus found it intimi¬
dating and confusing, Emily said that over¬
all the production went well. The acting, she
observed, was especially impressive, “The
student actors were great. Some people did
the best acting I’ve ever seen them do.” Pe¬
ter Herrick-Stare also thought it was a “fine,
fine production” which “dealt with very im¬
portant issues about modern Eastern Eu¬
rope.”
Now that the performances here are
over, the cast and crew is looking forward to
traveling to Hungary during short term. They
will spend a month and ten days in Europe
where they will spend part of their time re¬
hearsing for four performances. They will
also be taking classes at a theater academy
and seeing other plays, theater productions
and operas. Peter Herrick-Stare expects the
trip to be an exciting opportunity to experi¬
ence the culture of Eastern Europe. “It’s a
part of the world a lot of people have no want
or need to visit. I hope we have an absolutely
fabulous time.”
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Local bar looks to revive its legendary past
By IAN CLEARY
Copy Editor
With the Bates social scene in a down¬
ward spiral, marked by caterers, liquor en¬
forcement officials and an over-crowded Blue
Goose, a legend from Bates’ past has reemerged, bringingwelcome relief to the party
weary. The Cage, a bar which was once so
popular that its patrons could pass out and
not fall down, opened under new ownership
a month ago. Its new proprietors, Randy
Collins and Nel Morrisette, hope to reignite
the spark which once made the Cage the best
bar in Lewiston.
The Cage was originally opened in
1969, by Jake Pearce, a Bates graduate of the
class of 72. Pearce, who was originally from
New Jersey, supposedly bought the bar while
still enrolled at Bates and quickly turned it
into a popular second home for many Bates
students and Lewistonians alike.
Pearce transformed his bar into a fam¬
ily. He organized rafting and skiing trips for
his patrons, held legendary superbowl par¬
ties, had bands twice a year (St. Patrick’s Day
and Halloween), always had O’Douls on tap
for non-drinkers, served great food to comple¬
ment the bar, and generally created an at¬
mosphere of camraderie and good times for
everyone who walked in the door. One man,
who has been a Cage regular for twenty-five
years, described Jake Pearce as, “the finest

out-of-towner I’ve ever met.”
Unfortunately, Pearce died four years
ago of a brain tumor. His memorial in the
Bates Chapel was a standing room only
event, with the Mayor of Lewis-ton, the Chief

The new owners, Morrisette and
Collins, have worked hard over the last
month to restore the Cage to its former glory.
Foremost, they have reopened the kitchen.
From 11 am to 10 pm the Cage serves excel¬

The Cage, a bar which was once so
popular that its patrons could pass out
and not fall down, opened under new
ownership a month ago. Its new
proprietors, Randy Collins and Nel
Morrisette, hope to reignite the spark
which once made the Cage the best bar in
Lewiston.
of Police, a cross-section of Lewis-ton’s citi¬
zenry, Bates students and alumni, as well as
parents of Bates students and alumni all in
attendance.
The Cage did not close, but a little of
the spirit which Jake Pearce had brought to
the bar died with him. The kitchen closed,
some regulars stopped coming, and the river
of Bates students who had once poured
through the doors slowed to a trickle.

lent pizza, wings, hot dogs, chili, cheese
steaks and lobster rolls, as well as the best
burgers in Lewiston-Auburn. A salad bar
may complement the kitchen very soon. The
new owners have also added two brand new
pool tables, a foosball table, and a juke box,
to complement the bar’s bigscreen TV and
three dart boards. Collins says that new car¬
peting will cover the floors within a week, and
a new walk-in cooler will soon allow the Cage

to have fourteen beers on tap.
A slew of events and activities have
also been implemented at the Cage. Wednes¬
days are burgers and beer night, featuring a
delicious hamburger and a pitcher of beer
for $5.75. Sundays are Bloody Mary Sundays
at the Cage, with the best Bloodys in town
and free shrimp. The bar also features
weekly pool and dart tournaments.
The Cage has live rock, blues and jazz
bands every night, except Mondays and
Tuesdays, with a jam session starting at 8
pm on Sundays, during which anyone with a
little musical talent can play with the house
band, or perform solo. In the very near fu¬
ture Collins says that he would also like to
have a live jazz brunch on weekends and
weekly cribbage tournaments.
Despite all that the Cage has to offer,
Bates students have not been quick to return.
This can seemingly only be because they
have no knowledge of its existence. The bar
features great food, big drinks, cheap prices,
lots of space, plenty to do, and a friendly cli¬
entele which is made up of a cross-section of
Lewistonians, from professional painters to
judges. It is a good bar, worth spending time
and money at.
The Cage is located at 97-99 Ash
Street, which runs in front of
St. Peter’s
Cathedral. To order food or find out what
band is playing on any given night, call 7830668.

What is 8 mm? 8mm is creepy
By ANDREW REECE
Features Columnist
For every aspect of the film, “creepy” is the
defining adjective. It isn’t a shivers-downyour-spine creepy, either. 8mm is a story that
feels best when you can safely tuck it away
in a corner of your mind, where it doesn’t see
much sunlight. For most, it’s not even the type
of story which makes you
want to peek through
half-shut fingers to see
what happens next. 8mm
tries to instill no morals
on its viewers, and it
doesn’t make clear dis¬
tinctions between good
and evil. It’s just plain
creepy.
It’s also a good movie. The film is fully
aware of its unsettling value, and it exploits
the audience’s emotions mercilessly. 8mm
stars
Nicholas Cage as Tom Welles, a private de¬
tective called to investigate the authenticity
of a snuff film (a murder and/or torture-rape
recorded on videotape), which is discovered
among the personal possessions of a de¬
ceased billionaire. Welles’ investigation
brings him
into the world of underground pornography,
where any perversion can be satisfied for the
right price. Snuff though, is considered the
very hardest of hardcore pornography, and
seems to be mostly urban legend among the
porn mongers of Los Angeles. Some vendors
try to sell Welles simulated snuff, and some
become violently offended when approached
about the subject, but after an extensive
search of the city’s darkest filth, he comes
up with nothing substantial. Nothing, that is,
except for one lead, which takes him across
the country to New York. There, he is hurled
even deeper into a realm of vivid dementia
beyond his wildest expectations, which forces

him to re-evaluate his perspective on life,
good, and evil. When the film is over, one
can’t quite be sure that Welles is still the
“good guy”.
That’s almost the point, too — if 8mm
can truly be said to have a point. Joaquin
Phoenix plays Max, a part-time clerk at a
porn shop who helps Welles on his quest; at
one point in the film, he cautions Welles,

irony seems eerily out of place, as if a greater
evil lurks under a guise of lightheartedness.
Additionally, 8mm employs standard
suspense-movie ruses, with predictable
causes and results — but the results in this
film are neither predictable or unpredictable.
They just don’t happen. At one point, the
film’s antagonists discover Welles’ home ad¬
dress. Welles rushes to a phone, calls his wife,
and frantically
pleads with her
to leave the
house, go to a
summer home,
et cetera. Usu¬
ally the reason
for creating
such suspense
is followed with
an attempted abduction, or a break-in —
something suspenseful, at least. But in 8mm,
everything went as planned. Welles reached
his family safely, the bad guys didn’t find
them, nothing went wrong. I felt like my sus¬
pense-meter had been jacked up, and then
left without any sense of satisfaction. There
are a few of these instances where the film
leaves gaps where one expects something
more, but this off-balance approach to sus¬
pense lent a much-needed, keep-you-on-yourtoes element to 8mm, and helped make it
more than a typical private-eye flick.
It’s hard to suggest a category for
8mm. It’s not a (typical) date movie, and it
isn’t a-run-of-the-mill action/suspense film,
either. It’s not really horror, and the movie
classily avoids lewdness in a story exclu¬
sively about pornography; Blockbuster
should have a hard time
shelving this one. 8mm, regardless of its clas¬
sification, is worth seeing, though. Just be
sure to keep in mind that— to paraphrase
the
film’s words of wisdom— “the devil don’t
change...the devil changes you.”

Vision and Taste
“When you dance with the devil, the devil
don’t change. The devil changes you.” Tom
Welles finds the expression all too true as
his goal changes from uncovering the truth,
to making it back to his family alive.
8mm’s weird feel comes largely from
the film’s setting, it’s hard not to squirm a
little during a film which explores all the
back alleys from which we normally choose
to look away. The unusual structure of the
movie, however, unintentionally intensifies
this feeling. There are parts of the film that
just don’t seem right, and which, with a more
traditional story, would be looked upon as
weaknesses. But in 8mm, the resulting con¬
fusion brought by these off-kilter segments
just adds to the creepiness. For example, the
film tries to add a moment of brevity when
Welles first meets Max — Welles goes to
make a purchase in the store where Max
works, and catches Max highlighting a
Truman Capote novel, hidden behind the
cover of an erotic paperback. This comes,
however, just before Welles’ exploration into
a world of perversion, violence, and corrup¬
tion; the preceding moment of humorous
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Adams, Danahy take third in nationals
By CAM DONALDSON

Sports Editor
Mike Danahy ’00 and Lucas Adams ’00
earned All-American honors last weekend at
the NCAA Division III Indoor Track and Field
Championships in Ohio. Powered by their
superlative performances, Bates finished
ninth overall and boasted a third straight
year of finishing in the top ten at NCAAs.
“Luke and Mike have a tremendous
impact on the team,” said Coach A1
Fereshetian. “Both are dedicated to their
own individual performance, yet at the same
time very aware of the effort and improve¬
ment everyone in their training group is
making. Both are selfless athletes who al¬
ways do what is necessary to help their team¬
mates.”
Danahy, no stranger to these pages
with weekly celebrity appearances in
‘“Catscratches” during a star-studded cross
country campaign that also culminated in an
NCAA appearance, continued to soak up the
flashbulbs with a third-place finish in the
5,000-meter run. Just a one-tenth of a sec¬
ond improvement on his time of 14:52.63
would have tied him with the runner-up.
“Running with All-American Justin
Freeman [’98] really helped me get a feel for

what it takes to make NCAAs,” said Danahy.
“I’m proud of just being able to make nation¬
als because the qualifying standard to get
into the meet is very tough. Cross country
nationals was the first experience I’d had
with the feeling of a na¬
tional meet and I defi¬
nitely think it helped
my confidence in
track.”
Danahy is quick
to credit the coaching
staff for putting him
through specific pace
workouts designed to
build strength and gru¬
eling 13-mile mara¬
thons to bring the
cardio up to speed.
Coach A1
Coach Fereshetian
does not mince words
in heaping praise on
the victim of his tortur¬
ous training regimens.
“This year we focussed almost entirely on
strength and began to work some speed ses¬
sions in over only the last two or three
weeks,” said Fereshetian. “Therefore, we’re
sure there is much more improvement yet to
come. Mike has been beating ‘better,’ more

experienced people since he first arrived on
campus. He thrives on those opportunities.”
Adams has also been known to thrive
in situations where his opponents make the
fatal mistake of underestimating him. Well,
now it will be hard
to sell this 6-foot,
250-pounder short
for anything less
than he is: a twotime NCAA quali¬
fier who improved
on last year’s
sixth-place finish
in the 35-pound
weight throw with
a third-place mark
this season. After
letting fly a per¬
Fereshetian
sonal best 59-foot,
9.25-inch yank, he
became the second
straight Bates
thrower to own the
highest place among New England competi¬
tors. He too attributes his success to a tai¬
lor-made training routine that includes tak¬
ing as many as 200 throws every day with
various weights and objects under the es¬
teemed technical guidance of Coach Joe

“By learning more
about these guys, you
can see they're both
leaders in the best
way, and that is by
example. "

Woodhead, who Fereshetian calls “the best
weight coach in America.” Adams supple¬
ments his throwing workouts with videotape
analysis and an intensive strength-training
program.
“Lucas is an intensely motivated indi¬
vidual with tremendous desire to be success¬
ful,” said Fereshetian. “This trait carries over
into everything he does. He’ll be successful
in everything he endeavors because he won’t
accept anything less.”
Adams and Danahy carried Bates to a
second-place finish among New England
teams, just shy of eighth-place Amherst and
ahead of Brandeis and Springfield, who tied
for 12th overall. In all of Bobcat legend and
lore, only last year’s eighth-place finish and
a fifth-place finish in 1989 rank ahead of this
season’s ninth-place performance.
“By learning more about these guys
you can see they’re both leaders in the best
way, and that is by example,” said
Fereshetian. “When younger athletes ask me
what they have to do to get better, all I say is
you have the best two examples right here.
Luke and Mike both do extremely well aca¬
demically. Their athletic pursuits mirror
their approach to all aspects of life. They’re
not one-dimension individuals. They have a
balanced commitment to excellence.”

Men’s Tennis loses opener, No. 2 player
Bobcats proficient as solo hunters, but fall prey to Middlebury in doubles
By NICK BOURNAKEL

Staff Writer
On Saturday, the men’s tennis team
made the fiverhour pilgrimage to Middlebury,
Vermont, where they opened their season
with a bitter 5-2 defeat at the claws of the
Middlebury College Panthers.
To anyone unfamiliar with the scoring
system of college tennis, there are six singles
matches played, each worth one point, and
three doubles matches, which count for one
tremendously important point. What makes
the one point awarded for two-out-of-three
victories in the doubles so important? Per¬
haps the best way to explain it is to compare
it with choosing to receive first in football.
In addition to setting the tone for the match
and alleviating some of the pressure, it serves
to place more pressure on the team that is
behind to win four of the remaining six points
in singles. Conversely, the team that is ahead
has the significantly less difficult task of
merely needing to split the singles for a 4-3
decision.
On Saturday, Middlebury snatched the
initial point of the match, winning each of the
three doubles contests by a score of 8-4.
At number one doubles, the normally
unflappable tandem of Milko Todorov and
Gregory “Maestro” Norton faced the difficult
task of returning against the blistering
serves of Middlebury’s number one pairing,
nationally ranked Will Parker and Rick Mor¬
gan. The 1998 State of Maine doubles
champs held their own initially, holding serve
while attempting in vain to break their op¬
ponents, but when Middlebury was finally
able to draw first blood with a break late in
the pro-set, it was more than necessary for
them to emerge victorious, as Middlebury
won the last few games, capitalizing on the
unforced errors of the Bobcats across +he net.
The number two and three doubles

both had difficulty shaking off the effects of Invitational.
At fifth singles, first-year Ben
the five-hour van ride, succumbing to the
determined efforts of the Middlebury teams Lamanna lost in straight sets to Middlebury
veteran Pete Wall, whose wealth of experi¬
on their home surface.
In singles, the Bobcats were able to ence coupled with some missed opportuni¬
display their strength, especially at the top ties by Lamanna resulted in a 6-2, 6-2 set¬
back for Bates.
of the lineup.
And at the sixth singles spot, John
In the number one singles match,
Dmitri Kudrjavtsev faced Middlebury’s Will Tucker’s inspirational grit and resolve was
Parker, and after a slow start, losing the first not enough against the Panthers’ Matt
set 6-4, the Estonian shrugged off his power¬ Dougherty, as he too lost in straight sets, 6ful opponent with lightning quickness and su¬ 3, 6-4.
One of the unfortunate occurrences of
perior conditioning, while playing his trade¬
the afternoon that es¬
mark consistent yet
sentially provided
aggressive style.
Middlebury with one
Kudrjavtsev was
point “free of cost”
consequently able to
was what can be best
even the match at
described as a freak
one apiece, domi¬
injury to Bates’ num¬
nating Parker in the
ber two singles
second and third
player,
Robbie
sets by scores of 6Ruttmann, who tore
1, 6-2.
his calf muscle in
At the num¬
only the third game of
ber three singles
the match, already
spot, Greg Norton
up one break of serve
faced the power¬
against his opponent,
playing John Hugo,
Hendrik Dey. The
and the two endured
match would go no
a long marathon of
Coach A1 Fereshetian
further, however, as
a battle, before
Ruttmann
could
Norton lost, 6-3 in
barely walk off the
the third set.
At this point the match was no longer court. The second singles point was one that
in doubt, as Middlebury had already captured appeared to be well within the grasp of the
the three necessary points, plus one addi¬ Bobcats, and only serves to add to the “what
ifs” surrounding Saturday’s contest.
tional victory to add to their doubles point.
All things considered, it was a day of
The other bright spot on the day for
the ‘Cats was provided in the spectacular mixed emotions - on the one hand a bitter
play of sophomore Milko Todorov, who served disappointment at losing a match that all
exceptionally well en route to a 6-3, 6-2 members of the team thought that Bates
thrashing of Rick Morgan. The win enabled would win going in. On the other hand, it
Todorov to avenge * loss that he suffered last was a day when bad luck also frustrated a
year against Morgan in the final of the Bates very talented team, when Murphy’s Law

“My philosophy is
‘no excuses...' We
need to work harder,
we need to continue
to be committed, and
hopefully things will
work out next time."

seemed to dictate the outcome, and when
injury seemed to play a more significant role
in the outcome of the contest than it would
have in a perfect world. Dave Carlson
summed up the general feeling toward the
match, sayingthat “it was a closely contested
match all the way around, and one that could
have gone either way. We all played hard,
but it just didn’t work out for us this time.”
Where does the team go from here? To
Connecticut to face the Connecticut College
Camels on the 26th of this month, after which
they will play Coast Guard the following day.
Last year, Bates easily defeated Coast Guard
by the score of 6-1, and lost to Conn, 4-3, so
it appears that, barring any more bites from
the pesky injury bug (knock on wood), the
‘Cats have an excellent chance of going 2-0
in Connecticut next weekend.
As for the status of the injured Robbie
Ruttmann, he remains doubtful for the next
match, but his prognosis is still very uncer¬
tain, to say the least.
On the past, present and future, Coach
Gastonguaysaid, “I think we’re playing well,
and we definitely need to continue improv¬
ing, focusing especially on our doubles play.
My philosophy is ‘no excuses...’ We need to
work harder, we need to continue to be com¬
mitted, and hopefully things will work out
next time.”

Bobcat
Pride

10

Sports » The Bates Student • March 19,1999

Men's Lax hopes flashy offense is cure for .500 fix
By MATT MEYERS

Staff Writer
Rome was not built in a day, and based
on past records, neither was the Bates men’s
lacrosse program. With the exception of a
few seasons during the mid-eighties under
Web Harrison, the Bates men have always
floated around mediocrity, as indicated by the
program’s lifetime .520 winning percentage.
This record is by no means embarrassing,
but certainly not a reason to challenge
Princeton to a game. Slowly but surely, the
program has been improving and it looks like
they are ready for a breakthrough season.
The man who hopes to lead this break¬
through is Coach A1 Brown, who is in his
fourth year at Bates. As Coach Brown sees
it, the Bobcats are “on the right track to hav¬
ing a great season.”
This track began over February break
when the team went to North Carolina to kick
off their season with a week of practices and
one game. They faced off against Guilford
College and came away with a 12-11 victory.
Although the team was up 12-3 at one point
and held on for a one-goal victory, Coach
Brown was not too upset. “Those guys had
been practicing outdoors since January,”
said Brown. “We had only been practicing for

four days.” One might attribute the second
half letdown to the inexperience of Bates, but
Coach Brown denied it, stating that “our let¬
down had a lot more to
do with a lack of condi¬
tioning than inexperi¬
ence. I’m just glad we
got the win.”
The inexperi¬
ence in question will be
a major factor in how
the team fares this sea¬
son. As it stands now,
Bates will have about
five freshmen that will
receive quality min¬
utes. Jack Sandler and
Dave Fredericks make
up two thirds of the
Bates starting attack
that includes Mike
D’Addario, who al¬
Coach A1
though only a junior
holds school records
for career goals and
points with 117 and
133, respectively. Against Guilford, Sandler
and Fredericks showed that Bates might
have one of the most potent attacks in the
school’s history. Sandler talked four times

and had three assists while Fredericks
scored once and added two assists. Other
freshmen that will see a fair share of action
are middies Matt
Szalachetka and
Matt Winterle as
well as long stick
middie Ben Bruce.
The influx of tal¬
ented freshmen
can be credited to
the recruiting ef¬
forts of Coach
Brown, but he
does not want all
of the accolades.
“My players de¬
serve-a lot of the
credit,”
said
”
Brown. “Every
time a potential
player is on cam¬
Fereshetian
pus doing an over¬
night my players
show a lot of en¬
thusiasm in sell¬
ing the program.”
This enthusiasm has also carried onto
the practice field. Brown calls this group “the
most dedicated and enjoyable team I’ve ever

“Our increase in
depth is our biggest
change. We have
always had good
players at the top,
but now those good
players go a lot
deeper.

coached.”
It is important to note that this team
is a lot more than just a few freshman
phenoms. More importantly, much of this
talent still has a couple of years left with the
program, as the team has only four seniors.
Their top middie line is led by two sopho¬
mores in Aaron Sells and Dylan Cruess. Last
season Sells was third on the team in points
and got off to a good start this year with four
goals against Guilford. Cruess also tallied
once in the opener.
Senior Captain Ben Anderson will an¬
chor the defense with the help of sophomores
Chris Buckley and Morgan McDuffie. The
defense will also see a lot of support from
long stick middie Peter Fell ’00.
It seems as though this is one of the
most talented teams Bates has had in awhile.
As Coach Brown put it, “our increase in depth
is our biggest change. We have always had
good players at the top, but now those good
players go a lot deeper.”
The team will be tested this weekend
as they head to Massachusetts for two
games. One of those games will be against
NESCAC rival Trinity, who qualified for the
ECACs last season. All the pieces are in place
for a great season - now the Bobcats just have
to go out and show it on the field.

Hildebrand brings
home the bacon
First-year skier posts All-American performance
By CAM DONALDSON

Sports Editor
At Sunday River last weekend, Kyle
Hildebrand ’02 became the second Bates
skier in this decade to be named an AllAmerican with his seventh-place finish in
men’s slalom at the 1999 NCAA SkiingChampionships. He lead Bates to a 13th-place fin¬
ish in a pool of 23 teams, completing an im¬
pressive showing for the home town team.
“His earning All-American honors did
not come as a surprise to anyone,” said Al¬
pine Coach Ric Mackey. “I knew he would
definitely be a factor in the NCAA Champi¬
onships. He’s also a very important member
of this team. He added a lot of maturity and
dedication that ultimately rubbed off on his
teammates.”
Hildebrand put up a combined mark
of 1:35.38 after placing ninth in the opening
round with a time of 47.45 seconds and com¬

ing back in the second race to snare seventh
place with a run of 47.93 seconds. With these
numbers, Hildebrand became the first Bates
skier ever to record an AUAmerican perfor¬
mance in the slalom. Sean Clark ’97, who
grabbed third in the giant slalom back in ’95,
is the only other Bobcat skier to garner AllAmerican honors in this decade.
“This is especially impressive because
Kyle’s still just a firstyear,” said Mackey.
“Looking ahead to the next three years, I
think it would be realistic for him to aim to
win a couple of college races and finish in
the top three at NCAAs. I want to keep him
shooting for lofty goals.”
Mackey considers Hildebrand to be the
spearhead of a youth movement that contin¬
ues next year with an extraordinary recruit¬
ing class. He promises that skiing will finish
in the top three on the eastern seaboard next
season.

CLASSIFIEDS
WORK IN COLORADO THIS SUMMER!

Bill Burleigh (Bates ’86)
owns and operates the Laramie River Ranch, a dude ranch in Colorado. We have all
sorts of positions for this coming summer and we’re looking for friendly and
motivated individuals who want to do something different for a change. Learn all
about us at www.lrranch.com
. Follow the link to “jobs” to learn about
employment.

GET THE HELL OUT OF HERE!
Mexico, the Caribbean or Central
America: $199 round trip. Europe: $169.
Book tickets online @ www.airtech.com or at (212) 219-7000.

Write for Sports!

Email cdonalds
or come to
our next meeting:
8 p.m. Sunday
224 Chase Hall.

Sports ♦ The Bates Student ♦ March 19,1999

11

View from the cheap seats
By DAVE RICHTER

Staff Writer
It’s that magic time of year again when
sports start to get going, and that lull be¬
tween the end of the Super Bowl and the start
of the NCAA tournament is over. It’s always
a rough month and a half, but luckily
February is a short month. After the NCAA
basketball tournament, which is undisputed
as the best playoff system in all of sports,
comes Opening Day. Then every sports fan
across the country can just sit back and en¬
joy the next seven months without any prob¬
lems.
This year’s season has a lot to live up
to after the magic season of 1998. Still there
should be a lot of big moments to look for in
1999. Tony Gwynn, Cal Ripken, and Wade
Boggs will probably all get their 3,000th ca¬
reer hits this season. Mark McGwire will
probably reach 500 home runs. This is also
the last chance to go to Tiger Stadium, one
of the oldest parks in baseball. Certainly
there will be other great moments to watch
for, even if there is not another serious threat
at 70 home runs this year.

p — — — —— — - - -

In the American League it seems like
the Yankees will be just as likely to dominate
this year as they did last season. I would like
to think that there is at least some justice in
this world, and that this will not happen. Un¬
fortunately, with the trade for Clemens, and
the re-signing of Bernie Williams, we can
probably look for at least 110 wins out of the
Yankees this year. The rest of the American
League is not set in stone, however. The In¬
dians will probably win the Central Division
and Anaheim and Texas will once again
battle down to the last week of the season
over the A.L. West title, with the loser look¬
ing for a shot at the Wild Card. Other Wild
Card contenders are the Orioles, Red Sox,
and possibly the Blue Jays or Mariners. Each
of these teams are solid, but will probably
have trouble dethroning the Yankees. The
Orioles are very vulnerable to left-handers,
and the Red Sox just lost their best player
this off-season, as did the Blue Jays. The
Mariners have a pitching staff that is sus¬
pect at best, but if any of these teams get hot
at the right time this season, then really any¬
thing is possible. As a dark horse in the
American League, I think the Detroit Tigers

will give the fans at Tiger Stadium one last
good year, and put up a strong showing. They
still lack the talent to make a serious bid for
the Wild Card, but they should be a fun team
to watch this summer.
In the National League I think that this
might be the year that the Braves give up
their stranglehold on the N.L. East title. De¬
spite a horrible last week of the season in
’98, the Mets looked about as good as they
have since 1986, and had the kind of off-sea¬
son that should make people in Atlanta very
nervous. Those two teams should be battling
it out all summer, with the loser taking the
Wild Card. In the Central Division, the Hous¬
ton Astros will probably have a relatively
easy time locking up a playoff bid. With the
acquisition of Kevin Brown in the off-season,
you have to like the Dodgers in the West. Even
though he will probably win 20 this season,
that move to Los Angeles may have been just
about the most ridiculous move in sports his¬
tory. In seven years Brown will probably be
struggling to stay in the major leagues, let
alone tryingto earn the $15 million a season
he is being paid. Still, in the short term it will
probably make the Dodgers World Series

contenders. The National League is very top
heavy, so look for at least three teams with
over 100 wins and as many as five with 95
wins. The dark horse in the N.L. is the
Cincinnati Reds, who play in the Central,
which will probably be the easiest division
to steal away from the pre-season favorite.
With the way the playoffs can go, it’s a
real crap-shoot to predict a World Series win¬
ner, but the way the Yankees look this year,
it’s hard to see anyone beating them. For
MVPs you have to like the outfielder formerly
known as Joey hitting to the 364-foot power
alley at Camden Yards. In the N.L. McGwire
may come through with the MVP that he
missed last season. Rookie of the Year is al¬
ways one of the hardest awards to predict,
but look for Trot Nixon of the Red Sox in the
American League and Bruce Chen of the
Braves or J.D. Drew of the Cardinals in the
National League.
No matter how it all turns out this sea¬
son , it promises to be an exciting season, with
all of the twists and quirks that make it our
national pastime.

- --— --~ — — — —

Massachusetts School of Law
A Juris Doctor
degree from
MSL can give
you the skills
you need to
persuade, advise
and be a leader in
business, healthcare, law
enforcement, government or law.

u»

We've Got It

Green Mountain Coffee, Good Water Downeost, the fuel to got you from
Political Science to English lit. College wouldn't be the same without
Puffin Stops. Bring in this od for a free 12 oz. cup of coffee.

Puffin Stop
709 Minot Avenue and 484 Center Street, Auburn

L.------1

The Leader in Changing
Legal Education

LSATnot required
'DayAND EVENING
PROGRAMS
• Affordable tuition
PLANS AND FINANCIAL
AID AVAILABLE
• Rolling admissions

500 Federal Street, Andover, MA 01810 • (978) 681-0800

www. mslaw. edu
Juris Doctor = A

Opportunities
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Question on the Quad
What can you do with corn beef and cabbage the day after?

“Make it into a soup.”

“Feed it to Nika”

Rebecca Gilden ’01

Nate Thomas ’00

“Feed it to Nate Thomas,
I’d rather eat day old
Alpo.”

“Krap it out.”

Nick Deysher ’00

Nika ’99

Reported by John Nesbitt • Photos by John Nesbitt

The Bates Student is proud to
announce its staff for the 19992000 academic year:

May 26 - July 2

• July 6 - August 13

Visiting students welcome!
Six-week day and evening classes are available on two campuses:

Boston • Medford
Discover the best value in Boston!
$ 1,140 tor most courses. No problems
transferring credit — courses are four
semester hours.
Both campuses are easy to get to.
and offer convenient ® access.
Benefit from a summer course. Lighten your fall course load,
concentrate on a difficult course or make up credit.

For a catalog, call (617) 627-3454,
or e-mail: summer@infonet.tufts.edu
Our catalog is also on the web:
www.tufts.edu/as/summer
or mail the coupon below
Please send a Tufts Summer Session catalog ro:
Name_
Address_
C.ty_
Mail to:
Tufts Summer Session
108 Packard Avenue
Medford. MA 02155

Editor in Chief - Matthew Epstein
News Editor - Kate McGowen
Forum Editor - Christine Hopkins
Features Editor - Jennifer Giblin
Sports Editor - Paul Zinn
Business Manager - Arthur Smith
Copy Editor - Joanna Standley
We are still searching for another Copy Editor
and a Photo Editor (darkroom skills required).
Apply to thebatesstudent@bates.edu.

