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Campus Ttirns To
Discussion In Search
For Understanding
Students And Faculty Offer
Perspectives On Terrorist Attacks
by Jason Hirschhorn
News Editor
A special TGIF discussion entitled,
“Perspectives on the Impact of the Events of Tues¬
day on the World Community and International
Affairs” took place in the Muskie Archives on
Friday, September 14. The event brought to¬
gether Bates professors from different academic
disciplines to offer their perspectives on the de¬
structive events in New York City, Washington
D.C. and Pennsylvania that ocurred on Tuesday,
September 11. Various student perspectives were
also heard, many offering an International per¬
spective, with the discussion reaching a heated
level at times.
In his introduction of the panelists, or¬
ganizer Dean James Carignan, said, “I have been
struggling all week for ways to get my head and
my heart around this...to find the language to
begin the discourse.” Carignan went on to intro¬
duce the three panelists, Bates Assistant Profes¬
sor of Political Science Asgeirsdottir Aslaug, In¬
structor in Economics Amyaz A. Moledina and
Professor of Religion Mishael Caspi.
Asgeirsdottir commented on how the
events have closed the gap between Democrats
and Republicans in Congress, but also noted that
the United States has an important foreign policy
decision to make. “The U.S. is more vulnerable
[as a result of these attacks].. .and as unfortunate
as it is, it may increase more xenophobia or antiAmerican sentiment.. .It has lessened the distance
between Republicans and Democrats.... Before
Tuesday, the U.S. has been accused of being in¬
dependent and of not caring what anybody else

thinks so they will have to decide if they want to
try to reach out to other nations or continue to go
‘their own way.’”
Caspi indicated that people who are
religiously motivated are often the first to act.
“When religions encounter politics and economy
- religion always wins and religions and religious
people will always be the first to act in a nation¬
alistic way. Religion [can be] a very dangerous
kind of dissident.”
Moledina spoke about technology and
how it has changed the world, both for better and
for worse. “We are living in a world that is chang¬
ing very rapidly,” he said. “At one end of that
change is Jodi Williams who won a Nobel for
banning landmines and when asked how she did
it, replied, ‘email.’ At the other end is Osama bin
Laden, who uses a palm pilot and a cell phone to
communicate [with his terrorist groups].”
Moledina went on to say that a “delicate balance”
must exist in this changing global economy be¬
tween nation-states, individuals and the market.
Moledina offered a Muslim perspective
himself, saying, “I’m a Muslim and not all Mus¬
lims agree with what happened. There is so much
diversity within the Muslim community.... All
of us have different ideas about what it means to
be a Muslim...it’s not this monolith.... People
come to the U.S. to be free...now something is
happening here...that has shocked a lot of
people.” Moledina also cautioned at extremely
reactionary behavior. “Before we start pointing
fingers, I think there needs to-be some more
questioning.. .how did this terrorist organization
come to be? How is it that they are using reli-
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Bates Professor of Religion Mishael Caspi was one of three Bates professors
who spoke at the TGIF discussion on Friday, September 14, as the Bates
Community looked for ways to deal with the tragic events of the past week.
gion to perpetuate their message?”
After the scheduled panelists spoke,
students and faculty offered their perspective on
the tragic events of the past week.
Student Christian Nauvel felt that
people were being too reactionary and not get¬
ting to the root of what caused the deadly acts
this past week. “I haven’t heard people trying to
understand the underlying issues in an attempt to
try to resolve them.”
In response to some students calling the
acts of the terrorists “righteous,” student Radu
Costinescu, said, “‘We’re sitting here on a day of
national mourning and we listen to people who
are blaming the victims by casting doubts on the
morality of the Sept. 11 attack. But some things

are beyond moral relativism - either clearly right
or clearly wrong.”
While condemning the acts of the ter¬
rorists, student Jamil Zraikat said, "The acts are
unjustifiable, but we still have to look at the rea¬
sons behind the acts and not ignore those rea¬
sons."
Andrew Gentes, an Instructor in History,
wrestled with whether or not America should re¬
taliate, saying, “...Turning the other cheek would
not be recognized by the individuals who per-

See DISCUSSION, page 4

Wellness Center Undergoes Scrutiny
by Dan Neumann
Co-Editor In Cheif
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The space used by the Wellness Center at 45 Campus Avenue is being

reevaluated by the RA.

The Representative Assembly created
a “Wellness Center,” last year with strong stu¬
dent support and a grant from President Harward.
This center is now coming under scrutiny. The
Center is occupied by four organizations: the
Women’s Action Coalition, Bates Eating Aware¬
ness Association (BEAA), Sexual Assault Re¬
sponse Line (S ARL), and the Women’s Resource
Center (WRC) all occupy the same space on the
first floor of the 45 Campus Avenue. The Repre¬
sentative Assembly, the student government of
Bates College, controls the allocation of office
space at 45 Campus Avenue.
The legislation that created the
Wellness Center stipulated a review of the space
after one year. With its yearly review beginning
next week, the Wellness Center is facing opposi¬
tion in the RA after overwhelming support for its
creation only a year ago.
The Center was created during one of
the first RA meetings of last year, on September
25th, 2000. In an emotional meeting, the legisla¬
tion passed on a 60 to 1 vote, withl abstention.
The legislation authorized a part time director for
the center, who was hired by the College.
Logistical difficulties second semester
disrupted the ability of the Women’s Resource
Center to bring many plans to fruition, and pre¬
vented the Center from living up to its high ex¬

pectations. According to Katie Reinhalter, presi¬
dent and founder of Bates Eating Awareness As¬
sociation, the woman hired to be the director of
the Women’s

See 45 CAMPUS AVE, page 4

Inside The Student This Week..
RA has its first meeting of the year
• News, Page 3
Read student and faculty
responses to terrorist attacks
on U.S.
Special Perspectives section,
Page 5
Matt Gagne takes a look at how
Bates athletes felt havfng to take
the field this weekend.
Sports, Page 16
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In Memoriam
“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that
we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship,
support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and
the success of liberty.” -JFK
The Bates Student offers its condolences in memory of all the
victims of the terrorist attacks in New York, Washington D.C.,
and Pennsylvania. Our hearts go out to the families of the
victims as well as the rescue workers who are still unaccounted
for in these cities.

A troubling sentiment seems to have pol¬
luted the mainstream media as we struggle to
come to terms with the devastation of last
week’s attacks. More and more, one hears
newsmen and pundits claiming that the motiva¬
tion behind the attacks was a combination of
hatred and jealousy for the American way of
life and the liberties we have. Their hatred for
the U.S. is unquestioned. That they believe
taking innocent lives somehow serves a reli¬
gious and political goal is sickening. But to
argue that the complexity of the terrorists’
goals begin and end with some sort of strange
anti-freedom sentiment is a critical oversimpli¬
fication. Let us not be fooled into underesti¬
mating our enemy. Doing so has proven costly
in the past. One need look no further back in
history than Vietnam. While fanatical, our
current opponents are not without an internal
logic. They view many of our foreign policy
stances—most notably our support of Israel—
as de facto declarations of war and are willing
to die to disrupt them. While we need not
sympathize with them, if we fail to understand
the mindset of our enemy, we stand little
chance at victory this battle against terrorism.
Let this not be confused as a call for the
United States to not respond. Far from it, we
believe that some sort of retaliation is neces¬
sary to protect ourselves. Nor do we necessar¬
ily advocate any changes in foreign policy.
Simply, we at The Student hope that the Bush
administration will consider these important
issues before it makes its final decisions on
how, when, and upon whom we will act.

fstsOth.
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To Our Roadem:
It was just a tow days ago that you first had the chance to read the
ina ugural installment in this'series of letters to our readers. Tha t letter,
like the majority of that first issue, was composed on Monday night
(Septeml)er 10th), Itefore the next morning brought its all deep into the
midst of a tragedy that has changed our lives. The memory of that morn¬
ing will remain in our collective conscience far into the future. Someday
it may recede into our subconscious, but for those who find the greatest
value in the sanctity of human life, it will never disappear entirely.
Our apjteal for your commentary on the events of Septemlier 11,
2001, has been answered with overwhelming volume. You have offered its,
and the community as a whole, your emotions, your reactions, your reflec¬
tions, your displays of support, and your hopes and fears aixmt what
comes next. Thank you for trusting us with these words, all of which
clearly come from deep within the hearts of their anthem. In pages five
through twelve, we have faithfully attempted to reproduce each piece that
has come across our desks. We hope that you find somewhere in those
pages some measure of supjxu t, compassion, reason, and hojx\
Finally, a note aixmt last week’s letter. Juxtaposed with our brief
coverage of Tuesday’s tragedy, a message about Bates on a Saturday night
might seem trivial, or even inappropriate. We think there is something
significant to lx> found there. The inevitable truth is that it does some¬
times take an act of terrible malice to shock us into reevaluating our life
jxisition - our actions, our beliefs, and our day-to-day routine. In that
one short morning, thousands of lives were lost. It was a horrible re¬
minder that the days we are granted are as much of a privilege as they are
a right. It behooves us to conduct ourselves with that in mind. Be a go<xl
citizen, lx‘ a g<xwl neighbor, and lx> a gixid friend. We owe it to those who
had that privilege taken from them one week ago today.
Thanks for reading,
Will and Dan
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RA Holds First Meeting Of The Year American Red Cross To Host
Wellness ("enter At 45 Campus Ave Up. For
Review, New Vice President To Be Elected
by Christina Dove
Staff Writer
The first meeting of the year for
Bates’ Representative Assembly (RA) took
place on Monday evening with a moment of
silence followed by The Pledge of Allegiance,
in a tribute to all the victims in New York,
Pennsylvania and Washington D.C. The
meeting adjourned early in observance of Rosh
Hashanah.
President of the RA, Jay
Surdukowski, pondered'the question that has
been lingering on many American’s and
Batesie’s minds, “How much do we remain in a
state of mourning and how much do we plug
back into what we do?” With this in mind
Surdukowski welcomed old and new members
into the assembly and promised to ease into the
new 2001-2002 school year slowly. While so
many are still coming to terms with the grief
and anger that has shrouded our nation,
Surdukowski reminded all that “...the death of
our bodies will never mean the death of our
spirits.”
Following Surdukowski’s introduc¬
tion, the RA officers were introduced, with
each giving a brief synopsis of their job
responsibilities and contributions to the running
of the RA. Each year the RA decides which
clubs and activities will receive the $363,000
which they have control over. The RA also
oversees the parking lottery and has dealt with
a range of issues such as keeping Pettengill
Hall open for 24 hours during exams, ensuring
that Short Term remains a part of the Bates
experience, and helping the Bates crew team
jump to varsity status.
Dan Barsky, the RA’s parliamentar¬
ian, reminded ail members of the upcoming
senior class election. Nomination forms are
available next to the concierge desk until
Monday 24th at 7:00pm when the nomination
period closes. The campaign will then run until
October 2, followed by a new two day election
format on the 3rd and 4th where students can
vote for the candidates outside commons
during lunch and dinner. On October 5, the two
candidates receiving the most votes in the
categories of President and Secretary will then
advance to a run-off election. Voting for the
run-off election will take place in the same
format on the 10th and 11th followed by the
announcement of the Senior Class President
and Secretary on October 12.
One notable absence at the RA

meeting was the Vice President, who is
studying away in Washington D.C. for the
semester; causing a vacancy that needs to be
filled. The RA took nominations from the
assembled body for Vice President. Graham
Veysey, a sophomore, Simon Delekta, a senior
and Andrew Simon, a sophomore were
nominated. Per RA new legislation, the entire
student body will have the opportunity to vote
for the new Vice President of the RA once the
field is narrowed down to two candidates.
The meeting’s major hot topic of
discussion was the review of the Wellness
Center, which houses many of Bates’ women’s
resource groups. Members from the different
clubs that are housed there came forth to ‘
enlighten members of the RA on the nature of
their clubs and their use of the space of 45

Blood Drive At Bates College
The American Red Cross will be host¬
ing a blood drive at Bates College in the Clifton
Daggett Gray Athletic Building from 1 to 8 p.m.
Tuesday, September 18. The blood drive is open
to the public, and walk-ins are welcome.
Red Cross Representative Eric Lynes said that
increased donations since the Sept. 1 i terrorist
attacks has allowed the Maine Red Cross chap¬
ter to cover the needs of Maine hospitals and send
more than 400 units to New York City, with more

shipments anticipated for some time to come.
“Many of the injured are burn victims
and will continue to need blood or blood prod¬
ucts in the coming months,” said. “The need for
blood donations will be in as high demand in
months to come as it is now.” To be eligible to
donate, you must be at least 17 years old, weigh
at least 110 pounds and be in general good health.
For more information, please contact Bates Col¬
lege Director of Special Projects and Summer
Programs Laura Biscoe at 786-6177.

“...the death of our bodies
will never mean the death
of our spirit.”
Jay Surdukowski, RA
President
Campus Avenue, a house which was given to
the RA to allocate space to certain groups.
From September 24 to October 1, the RA will
be opening up this review to the Bates
community, encouraging any ideas and
opinions students may have of how the space,
could be better utilized or whether it should
remain the way it is.
Winners of the at-large elections
were on hand at the RA meeting. The winners
of the election were Ted Trafton and David
Katuna for off-campus representaives; Geoff
Hart and BamBam Taylor were elected at-large
reps for the class of 2002; Rob Fallon and
Jason Hirschhom were elected the at-large reps
for the class of 2003 while Graham Veysey and
Eduardo Crespo were elected for the class of
2004. The newest members of Bates’ RA are
Carrie Gerber and Mike Hartney, elected atlarge for the class of 2005.
After adjournment, interested
members of the RA were invited to examine the
45 Campus avenue space for themselves. Next
week’s meeting will return to Skeleton Lounge
at 7 PM on Monday, September 24.
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Bates’ student-government body, The Representative Assembly, convened for
the first time this year on Monday, September 17. The Assembly observed a
moment of silence and recited The Pledge of Allegiance as a tribute to the vic¬
tims of this week’s tragic events.
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LIVE ENTERTAINMENT!!!
Every Wednesday-Saturday
Wednesdays- Featuring Local Blues Bands
“Ladies Night'’ No cover charge & drink specials for the ladies
Thursdays- Open Blues Jam hosted by Blue Steel Express- All
aspiring blues musicians welcome to play!!
Fridays & Saturdays- Local, Regional and National Blues
bands from 9pm-lam

Happy Hour daily from 5pm-7pm
Located at the Comer of Court
and Main Sheet, Auburn.
1-86644-BLUES

BATES NIGHT- Every
Monday night for faculty
& students:
Present your Bates LD.
and get 25% off food
and drinks!

New Big Room
Configuration..

W

Password i
Change 2001
JW
Representative
Assembly
Pledge of Allegiance
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New table arrangement
debuts on a Sunday, confu¬
sion makes hangover seem
that much worse.
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HIPPY SCHOOL MY ASS!

EMS Vehicle/" ""N
]
Paintballed
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That’s not funny. Really.
Wp’rp not laughing Not
at all. Stop pointing that
thing at me.
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TGIF Discussion
Brings Faculty And
Students Together To
Share Perspectives
DISCUSSION, from page 1
petuated these acts...it would be seen as an act
of weakness.”
Student James Fischer said, “1 don’t
think any act by America can justify what hap¬
pened to Americans Tuesday.. .it disturbs me that
someone hasn’t come forward to take responsi¬
bility for Tuesday’s act.”
In response to some students calling the
acts of the terrorists “righteous,” student Radu
Costinescu, said, ‘“We’re sitting here on a day of
national mourning and we listen to people who
are blaming the victims by casting doubts on the
morality of the Sept. 11 attack. But some things
are beyond moral relativism - either clearly right
or clearly wrong.”
Rebecca Kushins reminded that a me¬
dia bias exists in the United States and should be
kept in mind when reading the slue of news sto¬
ries that are bombarding our eyes and ears. “An

“’’Never judge a culture by
the acts of individuals.”
Professor Mishael Caspi

extreme media bias exists in this country,” she
said. “The media can force us to believe a lot,
when much is pure speculation.... Very different
‘news’ exists in other countries.”
Jamil Zraikat, a student, commented,
“Freedom and justice for all is a phrase used only
within this country. ”
, ■ .
Religion Professor Mishael Caspi left
students with a final message for thought, before
the TGIF session ended, after nearly two hours
of discussion. “Never judge a culture by the acts
of individuals,” he said. “If we can avoid that it
will be a better world, otherwise we are doomed
to live in hell.”
Students and faculty alike are reminded
that this Wednesday, the Brooks-Quimby Debate
Council will be conducting an emergency public
debate. Resolved: The United States should not
declare war on countries whose governments
harbor known terrorists. The debate will start at
4 PM in Skeleton Lounge in Chase Hall. Floor
speeches will be welcome.
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Bates Instructor in Economics Amyaz Moledina speaks to students at the special TGIF discussion aimed at coming to terms with
the events of the past week.

Wellness Center Up For Review By RA
45 CAMPUS AVE,

from Page 1

Resource Center quit after a month on the job.
AddieRose Mayer and Cynthia
Gorman, this year’s leaders of the Women’s Re¬
source Center told The Student about their plans
this year. Their overall vision includes a “three
fold plan.” First, a “safe and comfortable space
for women on campus, specifically for health is¬
sues.” To that end, Gorman and Mayer have been
in contact with Cindy Visbaros at the Health Cen¬
ter about gynecological issues and eating disor¬
ders. Second, they hope to generate dialogue
women and men on campus. They have planned
“brown bag lunches” to bring together men and
women on campus as a means to open dialogue
on campus. Women’s Resource Center is bring¬
ing a “high profile” speaker, Laili Miller, to cam¬
pus this fall to speak on women’s issues. Their
third goal is to “facilitate action.”
When asked why they feel the
Women’s Resource Center needs the space at 45

Campus Avenue, Gorman stated that “the
Women’s Resource Center is currently the only
place on campus for women’s issues. Women
have issues that are different than men’s issues.”
Reinhalter has high hopes for her or¬
ganization, BEAA, as well as the Women’s Re¬
source Center and Wellness Center. Rfeinhalter
stressed that the fate of her organization’s space
is not linked with the other organizations. She
told The Student, “BEAA and the Women’s Re¬
source Center are two separate organizations. 1
would like to see the WRC and the Student
Wellness Center come into being as we envi¬
sioned. However I think the people in charge
who are willing to take it over and see it through.
If there is enough evidence for it to come into
being this year I would like to see it. If not, I
would like BEAA to maintain its own identity.”
The RA will be debating proposals on
the future of 45 Campus Avenue on Monday,
September 24"' at 7p.m. in Skelton Lounge and
is open to all.

DlGITZ...
0
Number of Men’s Varsity _
Cross Country runners
who finished in the top 50
of Last Week’s meet after a
mix-up resulted in the
entire team running in the
JV race.

4
Number of Bates varsity
runners who finished in
the top 4 of the JV race.
Oops...

685
FAMILY HAIR
&
TANNING SALON.
CUTS
PERMS
STYLING
COLORS
We Care How You Look & Feel!
Open 6
Days A Week!

795-6778
Next to Luiggi’s

www.sjfitness@tka.com

77 Sabattus St.
Lewiston

Drop in Dow Jones
Industrial Average on
Monday, the biggest point
loss in history.

20488
Days since VJ Day, 1945,
the last time we were
engaged in a declared war

78
Days until first semester
theses are due.
AHHHHH!!
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The Student asked members of the Bates Community to submit their views and reflections on the recent attack
on the World Trade Center and Pentagon Building. These are samples of the perspectives we received...

A Credit To Our Nation
Bush Deserves A Fair Evaluation
Of His Performance, Not Insults
by JAMES PEYSTER
FORUM EDITOR
There is a trend here at Bates to
assume that our far-left perspective is
representative of the nation as a whole.
Simply put, this is not the case. In the
real world, hard-lined pacifists do not
out number moderate conservatives. In
the real world, George W. Bush would
not (and did not) finish a distant third
in the 2000 presidential election to
Ralph Nader. In the real world, there
is not a compulsory mistrust of any task
undertaken by the current administra¬
tion. And no, Bush’s recent approval
ratings are not poling in the single dig¬
its as they are at Bates. Our Commander-in-Chief certainly takes his

*

to demand of modern presidents, Presi¬
dent Bush’s determination, compas¬
sion and leadership have helped calm
our nation and inspired many of its citi¬
zens.
At the same time, the United States
has quietly built up the most impres¬
sive coalition of ihternational powers
the world has ever seen. Through skill¬
ful foreign relations by the State De¬
partment, the National Security Bureau
and often time Bush himself, we have
every country from Britain to Iran
pledging support for our cause. Many
around this campus like to brush this
off as a non-achievement. I strongly
contest that. It’s not everyday one sees
Pakistan, China and North Korea sid¬
ing with the United States in an inter¬

“Now more than ever, I think it’s about
time for people to stop complaining and
prognosticating inevitable doom and to
start recognizing the capable job our
President has done under the most
difficult of circumstances.”
lumps on this campus—sometimes for
legitimate reasons, sometimes not. But
now more than ever, I think it’s about
time for people to stop complaining
and prognosticating inevitable doom
and to start recognizing the capable job
our President has done under the most
difficult of circumstances.
Many are quick to criticize Bush’s
hastily constructed, over-aggressive,
pro-military stance. On the contrary, I
for one commend the current adminis¬
tration for their patience in this time
of tragedy. Many in this country
wanted immediate military retaliation.
But tactical air strikes and sustained
ground invasions are not something to
be decided while blinded by rage or
tears or some combination of the two.
Bush recognized-this. The victims of
this atrocity, their families and the
United States as a whole are deserving
of reprisal for the devastation that we
have been forced to suffer. But it
would be a sad day for us all if we were
to act on the whim of our emotions and
then later regret our choices. There are
times in our history when we have al¬
lowed ourselves to fall into this trap
and they remain as some of our darker
moments. While he will never be the
great orator that the pop-culture seems

national conflict.
Finally, there are many on this
campus who feel that any military ac¬
tion would be wrong. To those people
I ask for a realistic alternative. It’s easy
to criticize from the sidelines. It’s hard
to lead and take decisive action. Diplo¬
macy will not work for there is no ne:
gotiating with fanatics. And simply
biting the bullet is totally out of the
question because doing so does noth¬
ing more than invite further attacks.
There is a notion that Bush is not
taken seriously by many in the world
community. While his less impres¬
sive verbal mishaps have certainly con¬
tributed to this, the mockery he re¬
ceives from his own people certainly
does not help. It’s time that these
friendly fire personal attacks cease and
desist. It’s getting really old. This is a
time for us to think rationally and unify
our ranks, not insult speciously and
degrade our leaders for what amounts
to petty partisanism. Everyone has the
right to disagree with his politics and
even what he chooses to do, but this
American is sick of people on this cam¬
pus and around the country flatly re¬
fusing to evaluate Bush on his record
while instead opting for thoughtless belittlement.

Got Opinions?
Write For Forum
Email Letters to the Editor or
Editorials to jpeyster@bates.edu

Reflections On The Situation Of the
American Empire In The Islamic World
by VOLKEN STODOLSKY
OPINION WRITER
Before beginning we would like to
address three concerns. First, we will
not provide demonstrative evidence for
the assertions made in this article. If
the points made are unconvincing for
this reason, the article will at least dis¬
close how one liter¬
ate Muslim per¬
ceives the current Is¬
lamic world and its
interaction with
America. Second,
the critical reader
will undoubtedly
wonder why we have
chosen to use the dis¬
tinct
phrases
“American Empire”
and “Islamic World.”
The intention in using the first phrase
is not to accuse America. To the con¬
trary, if empire refers to a political or¬
ganization in which different peoples of
vast territories are united under the law
or direct influence of one governing
body, it is safe to say that all polities
deserving the name civilization have
been empires, and that the way some
socialists denounce that word is, for us,
insignificant. The expression Islamic
“world” is used for the lack of a better
word and does not imply, any sort of co¬
herence. The only attributes that unite
more than 1,200,000,000 Muslims to¬
day, other than belief in Allah and com¬
passion for the wronged, are the pov¬
erty, chaos and insecurity of their lives,
the infuriating incompetence and un-

ashamed corruption of their obdurate
rulers, a feeling of frustrated and famil¬
iar hopelessness and nostalgia for a re¬
markable past. Third, although we join
the majority of Muslims in the world in
condemning what happened in New
York, and feel sorrow for the innocent
people who perished, the opinions in
this article are not intended to, and prob¬
ably do not, represent the views of

we will sail it star, agrees with Gibbon:
God is one, and the prophet was a wise
man who changed his times and the
world, but as the political precepts of
the Qur’an are no longer pertinent, we
should modernize and strive for inte¬
gration into the international commu¬
nity, civil law, democratic capitalism
etc... Now the people who defend such
a position seldom express or consider
the theological conse¬
quences of their view,
but they have a his¬
torical justification,
which is that Sharia
(rule according to Is¬
lamic Law) was de¬
feated by the emer¬
gence of nation-states
and the domination of
Western colonialism
in the 19th and early
20th centuries. The second tendency,
let us call it crescent, disagrees with
Gibbon: Allah is one, and the prophet
was Allah’s messenger, the Qur’an is
an eternal book, what makes Islam
unique among monotheistic religions is
that the Qur’an is not only concerned
with spirituality and ethics, but also
with government, that you cannot throw
away some parts of God’s book with¬
out throwing away all of it, and if you
throw away all of it, you are not Mus¬
lim; the challenge is to form and main¬
tain an Islamic government in the mod¬
em world, which is hostile to religions
in general.
The most important Islamic play-

“America will be faced with the follow¬
ing problem: in order to hunt down
militant Muslims you need the assis¬
tance of other Muslims without antago¬
nizing the Islamic world or uniting Is¬
lamic countries against you”
Muslim students at Bates or Muslims
elsewhere.
Gibbon, in Decline and Fall of the
Roman Empire, decides that “the faith
which, under the name of Islam [peace
through submission to Allah], he
[prophet Muhammad (SAW)] preached
to his family and nation, is compounded
of an eternal truth, and a necessary fic¬
tion, THAT THERE IS ONLY ONE
GOD, AND THAT MAHOMET
[prophet Muhammad (SAW)] IS THE
APOSTLE [ambassador, prophet] OF
GOD (Chap. L).” If we posit the cor¬
rect translation as “there is no god, only
Allah,” the two major tendencies that
dominate the Islamic world today can
be broadly defined in relation to
Gibbon’s statement. The first tendency,

See ISLAMIC on page 12

In The Midst Of A Nightmare
A Bates Student Experiences Terror First-Hand
by ERIN RUSS
GUEST OPINION WRITER
At 3:30 am on Wednesday Sep¬
tember 12,2001,1 sat straight up in my
bed crying. I finally felt the true hor¬
ror of Tuesday’s terrorist attacks. I
awoke a total of five times that night,
each time either scared or wondering
if this had happened. Like many of my
fellow American University Washing¬
ton Semester classmates, I live a sleep¬
less, fearful, and saddened reality. We
all try to move on, but September 11,
2001 remains in our constant thoughts.
Last Tuesday morning while the
world watched in shock, I, unlike most,
needed to put my emotions on hold. I
spent Tuesday interning at Cox Broad¬
casting. As you can probably guess,
any newsroom during a national event
is hectic beyond belief; just enough to
stop your emotions from reacting. In
between my own tasks, I watched in
awe as the professional journalist, even
after the Pentagon attack, managed to
remain focused on finding the answers.
However, it is slightly different for the
young aspiring journalist like me. To
be 100 percent honest, because of the
Pentagon attack, yes, I did (and still
do) fear for my life.
At approximately 10:00 am, I

looked out the seventh floor window
and my heart filled with fear. Below
me, 1 witnessed hundreds of people
fleeing their government offices to
avoid a potential attack. Military and
law enforcement officers manned the
streets keeping their eyes peeled for
suspicious behavior, while directing
the frightened workers to safety.
This war-like scene reached its
climax when a plane flew overhead.
Being in the heart of DC, I froze. Be¬
fore I could do anything, my life
flashed before my eyes. I could see
everything: my family, my friends, my
school and my activities. Luckily, that
plane was an air force aircraft, and I
quickly calmed down.
After the attack on the Pentagon,
I learned the truth of the newsroom and
as much as I wanted to head home and
hide under my bed, I could not. True
journalists do not sit there and dwell,
they are constantly searching for an¬
swers. Despite the fact that Cox Broad¬
casting is located approximately one
football stadium length from the Capi¬
tol Building, I stayed there and con¬
tinued to help the news team, even af¬
ter the building was evacuated. No, I
am not crazy, I just wanted to help.
Life is a never-ending nightmare
here! Unlike when I was three years

old and awoke in the middle of the
night crying, mom and dad aren’t here
to hold me. I- feel like a sitting duck.
Whether I am in class, at church, hang¬
ing out with friends, or just simply
reading my book in the once peaceful
National Mall, a certain uneasiness fills
my body. Every airplane, every siren,
every suspicious action, keeps locking
me in this horrible nightmare. I just
wonder when it will end.
How does one cope? My friends,
both the Bates Bobcats here and my
new friends, provide the best support
base. We lean on each other, whether
it’s ranting about the tragedy or just sit¬
ting around enjoying a movie. From
each other we learn that wherever you
are, it is ok to stop and reflect. It is ok
not to have an immediate solution to
this crisis. Most of all, it’s ok during
this national tragedy to be thankful that
you are here, and not feel guilty.
What do I suggest? We, as Ameri¬
cans, need to realize that Will Smith is
not here to save the day. It is up to each
of us to pick up the pieces and con¬
tinue with life, while we help our lead¬
ers develop the best solution.

[Erin Russ, class of 2003, Washing¬
ton Semester Program at American
University in Washington D.C.]
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A Call For Peace
national. Secretary general of NATO
Lord Robertson has stated that “an at¬
tack on one is an attack on all,” calling
We have been terrorized. A coun¬
on the organization’s mutual defense
try that shines brightly as a beacon of
clause for the first time in its history.
freedom and democracy has had the
And so it seems clear that the natu¬
wind taken out of its sails. We are able
ral plan of governmental action would
to do nothing but stare at ourselves in
be to find the perpetrator - Osama bin
the mirror, shocked, raped, murdered,
Laden according to most speculation
outraged and scared that we cannot, to
and evidence - and seek justice. The.
our disbelief, actually defend ourselves
complications of this task are numer¬
to the extent in which we once believed.
ous: He is being harbored by Afghani¬
And with this fear comes anger and the
stan, a country whose religious and so¬
insatiable desire to retaliate. An eye for
cially totalitarian ways are directly con¬
an eye, we think, as if the horror of these
tradictory to that of ours, and whose
acts justifies horrible acts on our part.
relations with other countries, both
There will be a time when we, as
good and bad,.pose a potential threat of
a nation, will be forced to examine our
conflict of enormously devastating pro¬
role in a world of institutionalized and
portions. We must realize that it is al¬
internalized aggression that has created
most certain that any kind of violent act
a global cul_ of retaliation
ture of vio¬
on our part
lence. It will
would most
be necessary
1,k.elyaffect^'
to step back
0 r
#
vihans in the
from the im¬
same
gutmediate situ¬
wrenching way
ation and see
in which we, as
the larger
civilians, have .
picture that
been affected.
exists. Hid¬
One radi¬
ing in the comer of the global snapshot,
cal group that openly dislikes what the
maybe cropped out altogether, are coun¬
United States represents
tries and real people who inhabit coun¬
has taken action. What these terrorists
tries in which we have been very ac¬
did - commit an unspeakable act of ter¬
tive, and where the United States is a
ror against humanity—was wrong, but
name that evokes passionate emotion.
it was an isolated act of terrorism, not
We must analyze the interconnected
an act of war. If we retaliate violently,
web of civilization at the top.of which
we will be equally at fault. The only
we proclaim to sit and determine how
solution to this terrorist act is to find
just our own actions have been. This,
the perpetrators and bring them to jus¬
however, is not the time. This is a time
tice in a humane way that demonstrates
when our patriotism, pride, and com¬
our ability to condemn an act of vio¬
munity must align in a display of
lence without stooping to the level of
strength and solidarity. We must ignore
committing one ourselves.
the temptation to seek revenge through
The day after the brutal attack, 1
violence. We must seek a more lasting
saw an American flag whipping along
peace that will silence terrorists and
in the bed of a pickup truck, clearly a
ensure safety and freedom on a global
symbol of our pride and power.
scale.
Whether it was meant to be an endorse¬
The Bush administration, along
ment of aggression or solidarity as we
with many Americans, believes that re¬
fight through this tragedy was not clear,
taliation logically comes in the form of
but the implications of each are. One
violence. Secretary of State Colin
will continue to perpetuate a vicious
Powell says that he and the government
cycle of violence and the other has po¬
will use a “full court press diplomati¬
tential for a peaceful resolution. It is
cally.” A joint resolution has been
imperative that we bring to justice the
passed by the House and the Senate that
individuals who were directly respon¬
unanimously approves presidential sup¬
sible for this terror, not those who are
port in finding and punishing the per¬
guilty by association of skin color, na¬
petrators. The government is taking all
tionality, or religion. In the meantime,
the necessary steps to prepare for in¬
we, citizens of the United States, have
volvement in what can be called noth¬
no option but to pay our respects to the
ing other than war. This can be seen in
martyrs who have passed away and to
the international response as well as the
be advocates for peace in their honor.
by BILL SPIRER
OPINION WRITER

We must seek a more
lasting peace that will
silence terrorists and en-

sure safety and freedom on
a global scale. ”
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Avoiding The Circle Of Violence
A Lesson From Our Friends In The Middle East

vicious circle in a humane, respectable
way and proceed with a normal life.
Israel is already a pro when it comes to
The current events in New York
terrorism. Airports, shopping malls, en¬
City and in Washington D.C. have
trances to schools and entertainment
shook our hearts in a way we never
places are heavily guarded by security.
imagined possible. Many Bates stu¬
Every citizen is required to open his or
dents and American citizens all around
her bags and share its contents with the
the world sat in front of their televi¬
security officer. Getting into an El A!
sion sets, hesitating to believe what
flight might take hours and be de¬
their eyes so clearly saw. It was indeed
scribed by many as a “hellish experi¬
an indescribable sight too terrible to try
ence” but it sure has proven itself in
and grasp. For me, as an Israeli, the
terms of safeness. Living in Israel
sight of terrorism was not new, but
where people’s lives are continuously
rather a repetition of what my country
led within a vicious circle of violence
has been experiencing for so many
dominated by politics and security
years. The coverage
searches is no fun,
of the collapse of the
believe me when I
WTC brought back so
say this. The ques¬
many bad memories
tion is whether
from my own experi¬
America wants to
ence with terrorism. It
become such a coun¬
is true that an event so
try as well. It’s much
huge in proportion
easier than you think
such as the collapsing
to join the club. All
of the two World
you need to do is re¬
Trade Center build¬
taliate with all
ings was never expe¬
might, as Mr. Bush
rienced in my coun¬
promised without
try, but the explosion of tens of buses
the WTC were. The polls on television
even knowing who was responsible,
in the centers of Jerusalem and Tel
showed that 48% of Americans support
and then wait for the next terrorist
Aviv have undoubtedly amounted to
bombing to occur. Then you will retali¬
indiscriminate retaliation. I have even
the frustration Americans are currently
heard a non-citizen here at Bates sup¬
ate, and wait again, while you search
feeling. The fact is, however, that as
in people’s bags, for the revenge to
port and indiscriminate American retali¬
one of my American friends mentioned
ation. Wouldn’t it be grossly ironic if come.
to me, “If we ever doubted being con¬
In Israel, we have a new thing - A
the terrorists turned out to be an Ameri¬
nected to the terrorism experienced in
can national just like Timothy
Jewish terrorist organization. The or¬
your country and around the world, we
ganization has been so “successful” in
McVeigh? Who would then be bombed
now know we are.” America is not, as
its killing of innocent Palestinians that
and extinguished? Maybe an entire
many people wanted to believe, im¬
it has not yet been revealed by Israeli
neighborhood in Los Angeles, Chicago
mune from terrorism and its devastat¬
or Denver where a majority of white,
police. The organization has made it
ing consequences. Unfortunately, no
clear that whenever a bus explodes in
middle-clas^ nationalists might reside?
one in today’s world is.
Israeli territory, killing innocent people,
I believe that this ovefwhelming sup¬
What America is experiencing at
they will retaliate and kill innocent Pal¬
port of such indiscriminate retaliation
the moment is very familiar to me. The
estinians. Sounds pretty reasonable,
comes from the fact that most people
anger and the accusations are a natu¬
doesn’ t it? The problem is that now that
in this country and on this campus have
ral, yet very sad part of the dealing, with
so many innocent people have died
been
a terrorist attack. In Israel, after an at¬
blessed with - _ from
both
tack, some people go out to the streets
not having
sides, there is
yelling “Death to the Arabs,” and
hardly anyone
the foggiest
“Kahana was right!” (Kahana was a
idea as to
who is not so
Rabbi in favor of “transferring” all the
what war is,
angry with the
Arabs into the Mediterranean) Some
and to the
enemy
that
people call for the indiscriminate* terrible
they are willing
bombing of Gaza or Ramallah, two
moral dete¬
to sit down and
areas where Palestinians reside. And
rioration a
rationally ne¬
many others who do not support such
country as
gotiate. In the
actions sit at home feeling helpless and
well indi¬
last 3 months,
angry. The last group of people I have
viduals ex¬
there has not
mentioned is, in my opinion, the most
perience — - been a day in
rational one. The other groups are dem¬
which someone has not been killed.
once they are caught in this vicious
onstrating their lack of value of human
There has not been a day in which
circle of violence. I also believe that
lives. The pain felt by Americans is
people, from both sides, have not been
they cannot even imagine how hard it
very real, and the anger felt by Ameri¬
scared to walk down a street, or sit in a
is, maybe even impossible, to exit this
bus. There has not been a day in which
someone’s conscience has not con¬
JrW.
sumed his or her heart. This is how we
live in Israel, and they question is
whether this is how you want to live in
the United States. 1 do not pretend to
be a specialist on the Middle East, or
on terrorism. I do not pretend to have
more knowledge than Americans on
this issue. But one thing 1 do know for
who pespetmted
WHERE IS EVIL
sure is that living in the shade of ter¬
THESE CRIMES 1
LOCATED ?
rorism is the most terrible thing I have
ever experienced. If there is one thing
that I would like to communicate to you
Americans at these fragile and so pain¬
ful days is that violence, if “in the name
DfcOWftJ
of
justice” or not, is always bad, and
AFGHANISTAN? |
always leads to consequences which
mostly cannot be reversed. As I was
writing this article I heard a Bates stu¬
dent tell his friend, “1 have never seen
so much blood like in NYC after the
bombing.” People, please believe me
SO THEN*
when I tell you that if the United States
retaliates without discriminating and
without first considering its actions in
the long run, there will be much more
blood seen in this country.
by SMADAR BAKOVIC
OPINION WRITER

cans is very much justified. Nothing
could justify such a monstrous act. But
the way Americans will deal with what
so violently struck them is what is go¬
ing to determine what kind of a people
they are. Just like the way Israel has
been dealing with the occupied territo¬
ries has shaped who we are - a violent
monster.
The main point is that we still do
not know who committed this terrible
act of terrorism, but yet so many people
I have spoken to have voiced their ap¬
proval of a violent retaliation not only
of military targets, but also of innocent
civilians, like all the people working in

“The pain felt by Americans is very real,
and the anger felt by Americans is very
much justified....But the way Americans
will deal with what so violently struck
them is what is going to determine what
kind of a people they are.”

“Living in Israel where
peoples lives are continu¬
ously led within a vicious
circle of violence... the
question is whether
America wants to become
such a country as well.”
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A Call For Patriotism
Americans Should Be Proud Of Their Country
jority in that discussion disagreed with
at least some of these points. Maybe
they were too angry to speak up. Or
maybe they were too afraid to be po¬
litically incorrect by defending their
country. Whatever the reason, there was
silence. This article is trying to break
that silence.
To start with, I want to emphasize
that whatever the U.S. might have done
it did not deserve a response even re¬
motely similar to what happened on

by RADU COSTINESCU
OPINION WRITER

I wonder just what it would take
for certain people on this campus to feel
a smidgen of patriotism. A large-scale
terrorist attack on the very heart of this
nation does not seem to be enough. It is
somewhat ironic that I, a European, am
lecturing Americans about patriotism,
but I think my position allows me to
see certain things in a different light and
at any rate I am too shocked to be
thinking about paradoxes.
The shock I am referring to "...
came not only from the actual
events, but also from some reactions
I have encountered on campus, both
inside and outside the classroom. A
few hours after the Twin Towers col¬
lapsed, I asked a friend of the leftist
persuasion how he felt about the —
whole thing. He answered that the cli¬
mate was too tense for him to tell me
how he ‘really’ felt. The day after in a
political science class that shall remain
unnamed the most vocal speakers were
quick to point out that the attack was a
response to America’s foreign policy
and it is more important to find out how
we had wronged the culprits than to
identify and punish them. The latter
option was quickly dismissed as some¬
thing that would ‘benefit Bush’ by ral¬
lying the nation around a common
cause. The speakers then went on to at¬
tack the U.S. as a racist, classist, xeno¬
phobic nation that exploited other
peoples through its hegemonic role.
They stopped short of verbalizing the
idea that the U.S. deserved what it got,
but there was a strong implication that
this was the case.
I am quite sure that the silent ma-

damentalists of all types hate America:
their values clash with everything the
American system is about. If you’re
worried about tolerance in this country
- go ask the last Jew in Kabul, Afghani¬
stan why the Taliban make him wear a
distinctive mark on his clothing when
going out.
And since storytelling seems to be
in fashion, I’ll tell you some of mine.
As a newcomer to the States, who knew
little about the culture, spoke with an
accent and had no ethnic support
group to fall back on I found this
country the friendliest I ever lived
in (out of a total of four). I also
think that opportunities to achieve
petsonal development and success
are virtually unlimited here, not
only for the natives, but also for im•
migrants. This might sound strange
— to those of you who subscribe to
the popular idea at Bates that ‘the Man’
will keep you down unless you’re a
white middle class kid from Massachu¬
setts. This is not true and I know it from
personal experience as well as from that
of friends who are in the same position
(many of them aren’t white, if that’s
what you were wondering).
This is not meant to be a paen to
the United States - if it were there would
be many things to add. Suffice it to say
that the citizens of this country should
feel privileged and proud to be Ameri¬
cans. If you watch the news and see
how many people risk their lives on a
daily basis to make it to these shores
you probably understand that the United
States deserves to be embraced, de¬
fended and most of all respected. While
not perfect, this is a great country, make
no mistake about it.

Whatever the U.S. might
done

did not deserve

a response even remotely
similar to what happened
on September 11.”
September 11. Indeed, there is abso¬
lutely no justification in international
relations for aggression against a sov¬
ereign state. Article 2(4) of the U.N.
Charter outlaws any use of force except
for self-defense. But this also means
retaliation is permissible and the body
of customary international law result¬
ing from state practice makes a prompt
and proportional military response nec¬
essary under the circumstances.
However, U.S. efforts on the inter¬
national scene may amount to nothing
if its citizens are busy shifting the blame
on the victims rather than support their
institutions and representatives at a
critical time. If you need reasons for that
-here’s a few:
This country stands for freedom
and democracy and is the most influ¬
ential defender of these principles in
today’s world. This is exactly why fun¬

Local Hair Salons Unite to Aid Americans
A strong desire to help in some way has led us to provide services on a day
we would normally be closed.

Date: Sunday September 23rd, 2001
Time: 12:00pm to 4:00pm

Into The Real World
by SCOTT BETOURNAY
ALUMNI OPINION COLUMNIST
It was a Friday evening and I was
stuck in leave-the-city weekend traf¬
fic on 93 North out of my new home
in Boston. The slow-down was a re¬
lief in part because my mind, like the
consciousness of the nation, was spin¬
ning in confusion from the events of
September 11th. Driving along, I
passed beneath an overpass, and saw
people holding candles and waving
patriotic flags above me. Now glad for
the congestion, I rolled down my win¬
dow to hear cheers of American pride
and solidarity. People were waving
and honking their horns as if to say,
“we have all suffered but we will be
strong together.” Thousands of free in¬
dividuals, from every social class,
united in a traffic jam up and down the
interstate. I imagine we all have needed

HAIR CONNECTION
783-4311
CITY SLICKERS
786-5600
ROGER’S HAIRCUTTERS
782-0251
SCISSOR HANDS
786-2200
ANGEL’S BOUTIQUE
782-3743
SHEAR MADNESS
782- 3848
HAIRBENDERS
783- 2077
ALL ABOUT YOU
784- 5407
SARA JEANNE’S
795-6778
(Also donating 50% of sales on products and 60 min tanning packages)
KUTTER’S KORNER
786-4311
(Call for hours)
BERNARDS’ HAIR SCHOOL - Students to provide shampooing at some
locations

some time to cry this past week, but
after the tears of sadness we have also
seen tears of happiness. Out of every¬
thing we can learn from the attacks on
our nation, the message of the strength
of love is the one I like best. We have
seen extraordinary acts of terror but
also; we have seen extraordinary acts
of compassion, courage, and charity.
These extraordinary acts are seen
from the rescuers working tirelessly in
New York, to the ordinary citizens do¬
nating anything they can give to the
effort. America is great because we
say prayers for people we’ve never
met, and we give our time and money
and blood September 11,2001 was not
the first nor will it be the last time that
the worst of tragedies are met with the
greatest gift of our humanity: our own
spirit and unbridled capacity to care for
each other.

Do Angels Cry?
A Reflection of the Attacks on the
World Trade Center
by MELODY BEAULIEU
GUEST WRITER
Just like the entire nation, and a
campus community made up of faculty,
staff, and students from around the
globe. 1 watched with eyes full of tears.
And listened with my ears in shock and
disbelief. My stomach filled with knots
and the feeling that it had been kicked
by something unknown. What sorrow,
what sadness.
We find ourselves asking, reaching
out for the answers. Why? How could
anyone hate so much to conceive of
such an atrocious act? Our faith has
been tested.
Wednesday morning, I found my¬
self driving to work and a question came
into my head. Do angels cry? Yes, I
believe the angels wept on Tuesday,

with all of us mortals who cannot com¬
prehend. But the more I thought about
the angels crying, the more I felt from
deep within that we can aid in their re¬
frain.
We need to reach down deep within
our hearts and souls and grab tightly
onto our faith in God and each other.
We need to remember the words of
Psalm 46; “God is our refuge and our
strength, a very present help in trouble.”
and Psalm 143, “Let me hear in the
morning of thy steadfast love, for in thee
I put my trust. Teach me the way I
should go, for to thee I lift up my soul.”
We are the candles that flicker in
the darkness. We must continue to hold
on to our faith, trust, hope and love and
with these actions the angels tears shall
fade and the heavens will be filled with
rejoicing.

FLAGSHIP CINEMAS 10

A
4

LEWISTON

-|j Promenade Mall, Lisbon St.

JF

Here’s how you can help:
Come in to one of the participating salons and receive a haircut with a $10
donation. All proceeds to go to the American Red Cross to assist its
ongoing efforts in helping the victims of our nation’s recent tragedies.
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777-5010
www.flagsbipcinemas.com

Featuring Stadium Seating & Digital Sound
MOVIE TITLES:

LENGTH

RATE

MOVIE
SHOWTIMES:

HARDBALL

1:55

PG13

1:40

3:55

7:20

9:25

THE DEEP END

1:50

R

2:00

4:15

7:30

9:45

THE MUSKETEER

1:55

PG13

1:45

4:00

7:05

9:15

R

1:20

3:20
5:20

7:20

9:40

JEEPERS CREEPERS 1:40

RAT RACE

2:00

PG13

1:25

3:40

6:50

9:00

THE OTHERS

1:55

PG13

1:45

4:05

7:10

9:20

RUSH HOUR 2

1:50

PG13

1:15

3:15
5:15

7:15

9:35

AMERICAN PIE 2

1:55

R

1:55

4:10

7:25

9:30

ROCK STAR

2:00

R

1:30

3:45

7:00

9:10

SUMMER CATCH

1:55

PG13

1:35

3:50

6:55

9:05

If you need any further information please call:
tammy at 784-8273 or 783-4311

8

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, !>()01

PERSPECTIVES

THE BATHS STUDENT

Arabs, Muslims Are Not To Blame
Racist Attacks On Arab- Americans Are
Displays Of Hatred, Ignorance
fcyASAD BUTT
FORMER EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
Terrorism by definition is the sys¬
tematic use of terror especially as a
means of coercion. There is no doubt
that last week’s Attack on America
was the action of terrorists whose
goal was to instill fear in Americans.
When terrorist attacks occur, inevi¬
tably, Muslims are usually the first
people many think of as the
culprits. Whether this is be¬
cause some terrorist attacks
on America are done by
people who claim to be Mus¬
lims or because of the media
or the entertainment industry,
Muslims, in particular ArabMuslims, seem to always be
initially blamed. After the
Gulf War, the WTC bomb¬
ing, the Oklahoma City
bombing and the Attack on
America, the first to always
be blamed were the ArabAmericans and Muslims.
Muslims and Arab-Americans are as much to blame for
last Tuesday’s attacks as German-Americans were for
Hitler’s actions or Japanese _
Americans were for the at¬
tack on Pearl Harbor.
It is important to point out that
many Arab-Americans are not Mus¬
lim. And likewise, Arabs only make
up 12% of the world’s Muslim popu¬
lation. Thus it is asinine that ArabAmericans and Muslims are targeted
because a very small minority of
Arab- Muslims allegedly caused the
Attack on America.
It is also important to draw a dis¬
tinction between Islam and Islamism.
Islam, by meaning, is peace. It is the
religion of nearly one billion people
over the world. Muslims practice
giving to the poor. Islam preaches
tolerance and acceptance of all.

Islamism is a new term to me, one in
which I was introduced to by an ar¬
ticle by Jeff Jacoby in the Boston
Globe. He states that Islamism, by
contrast, is a power-obsessed ideol¬
ogy. Like other 20th century “isms”
such as Communism, fascism, totali¬
tarianism it is a radical, repressive,
cruel, contemptous of human rights,
and deeply hostile to outsiders.
The alleged terrorists in Tuesday’s

mosque near her place of work.
* Outside of Chicago, a peaceful,
patriotic rally turned into a demon¬
stration as 300-500 people decided
to protest against an Islamic mosque
nearby. Luckily police were able to
stop the protesters from reaching the
mosque.
* In Texas, at least six bullets were
fired at Irving Islamic center caus¬
ing $3,000 in damage. Thankfully,
no one was at the center
when the attack occurred.
* At my mosque just out¬
side of Boston, the follow¬
ing message was left on
their answering machine:
“Get your filthy pig religion
out of my country. Get your
filthy, obscene, Islamic
Muslim religion, whatever
you call it, it’s not a reli¬
gion, out of my country.
Now!” The mosque now
has 24 hour police protec¬
tion.
* American Arabs and
Muslims are not the only
ones feeling the repercus¬
sions of the Attack on
America last Tuesday, as
incidents in as far away as
Australia have been re¬
ported. In Melbourne a bus full of
Muslim school children was stoned.
* Attacks online and on the radio
have also been reported. According
to Newsweek, one email to a Mus¬
lim Organization in Florida said “you
are the true coward now sand nigger.
Police won’t protect Muslims now.”
Also, Ann Coulter, a political analyst
wrote “We should invade their coun¬
tries, kill their leaders and convert
them to Christianity.”
As a result, aren’t these attackers
no better than the perpetrators of the
terrorist assault on America? Their
intense rage and anger, which at first
was patriotism, has already left one

“...the Qu’ran states in 5.32 that
if anyone killed a person it
would be as if he killed all
mankind. Despite this fact,
Islam has been the religion
synonymous with terrorism. As
a result, since last Tuesday’s
terrorist attack, numerous Mus¬
lims and Arab-Americans
around the country have been
victim to violence, racist at¬
tacks, and racial profiling.”
attack were not Muslims, in any
sense of the word, but instead were
Islamists full of hate and destruction.
In fact the Qu’ran states in 5.32 that
if anyone killed a person it would be
as if he killed all mankind. Despite
this fact, Islam has been the religion
synonymous with terrorism.
As a result, since last Tuesday’s
terrorist attack, numerous Muslims
and Arab-Americans around the
country have been victim to violence,
racist attacks, and racial profiling.
Here are a few of the attacks that
have occurred in the past week:
* In Virginia, a woman was
charged with threatening to bomb a

innocent person killed. What do rac¬
ist attacks by Americans against
Americans accomplish? Does a
person’s suffering lessen if he or she
commits acts of racism? Don’t ter¬
rorist attacks occur out of hatred and
rage? Do they occur because of
Islamophobia?
It is safe to say that for the past
week and probably for a good while
longer, the 6 million Muslims and the
millions of Arab-Americans in this
country are going to be living in daily
fear that they will be possible victims
of terrorist attacks within America.
These people are double-checking
their locks, looking over their shoul¬
ders, or even in the case of many, are
scared to leave their houses, and
rightfully so. Students around the
country are not attending classes for
fear of violence. Parents of Muslims
and Arab-Americans are asking their
children not to get into any argu¬
ments. 911 is the first number on the
speed-dial now of many cell phones.
As a Muslim in America with close
ties to Pakistan, I personally have
been on high alert for anything out
of the ordinary. I walk fast from my
car to my place of work and close the
blinds in my room and around my
house which were always opened,
previously. Though nothing has hap¬
pened to me, I shudder when I hear
about a new racist attack.
Can you imagine walking out of
your place of worship, a place that is
supposed to be one of the safest
places in the world, one where you
are suppose to be closest to your God,
and hearing someone in a car drive
by screaming we will kill you like
sheep? It brings tears to my eyes.
The attacks against Arab-Ameri¬
cans and Muslims are the acts of a
few, but these few have the power of
instilling fear and panic in millions.
That is terrorism, by definition.
The acts of violence described

above can and should also be classi¬
fied as terrorist attacks. Not to make
the events of last week less impor¬
tant, but I believe that the recent rac¬
ist violence against Muslims and
Arab-Americans have the possibility
of being worse than the Attack on
America. Because the perpetrators
of the tragedies mentioned above are
the same people who have just seen
what violence does to a society first¬
hand, they have seen the grief and
fear of those victimized. Yet they still
feel the need to be hateful. Unless
we make sure that the rage and
racism(and phobia) towards ArabAmericans and Muslims ceases soon,
there will be an increased amount of
terrorist attacks within America,
which will, I believe, cause much
more pain to this country than the
Attack on America has done.
A friend asked me recently why I
think the terrorists attacked America
last Tuesday. My only response was
for him to simply look at what is hap¬
pening to Muslims and Arab-Ameri¬
cans right now. It’s the same hatred
and rage that causes both.
I was extremely glad to hear ev¬
ery political and religious leader, ev¬
eryone from Mayor Guiliani to Presi¬
dent Bush, speak about tolerance of
Muslims and Arab-Americans within
24 hours of the attack. And another
appeasing sight which has made
some Muslims and Arab-Americans
more optimistic occurred on Satur¬
day when peace offerings of flowers
offered by many multi-faith members
of a Seattle community to a mosque
a day after it was the site of a racist
attack.
Optimistic is exactly what ArabAmericans and Muslims need to be
right now, because, let me tell you, it
is hard to fall asleep at night when
you wake up to every sound, won¬
dering what it could be and hoping
it’s just some animal outside.

The Right Place At The Wrong Time
Reflections On Tuesday’s Tragedy From Washington D. C.
■

\
by BRENT JARKOWSKI
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR
Another sleepless night here in the
Nation’s Capitol. How could it not be?
Faced with a national tragedy, how
could anyone sleep soundly for the
next fortnight? On Tuesday, I watched
CNN for 8 straight hours. The repeated
scenes of bodies falling from skyscrap¬
ers, the nation’s security center ablaze,
and this country’s flag being filmed
with the words “Attack on America”
only served to feed an anger that ex¬
isted inside of me. However, this situ¬
ation is so much larger than the prob¬
lems any individual’s life could ever
imagine. It goes without saying that
what is happening is not one that
should only affect individuals, but na¬
tions. I saw repeated scenes of crisis
and death and could ask nothing ex¬
cept for “why?” I was scared then and
I’m scared now. Fellow classmates are
leaving the Washington Semester pro¬

gram daily and their intuitions are tell¬
ing them to leave this district. I wish I
could figure out what mine were say¬
ing at this point. I do know that I am
hurt and will continue to be hurt.
My oldest brother works across
from the World Trade Center, though
on Tuesday my
deepest concern
was not for him,
but for my own
situation. I’ve
never felt that
selfish in my
life
and
it
frightens me. I
knew he was
okay because I
could
sense
it...but what if those senses had been
wrong? Then how could I have gone
on? Day by day, I suppose...and
yet...how did I let that happen? Is the
ultra-humanistic trait of self-preserva¬

tion really what moves us all? A week
ago, I was contemplating whether or
not I should take ten minutes to email
a friend I had not talked to in about a
month. Now I contemplate why I
haven’t called everyone I care about
and let them know they mean some¬

My computer’s MP3 playlist re¬
sounds with the sounds of Pavarotti’s
“Ave Maria”, “America the Beautiful”
sung by the Mormon Tabernacle
Choir, and an anonymous selection of
“Be Not Afraid.” Could things not get
too much more complex? I can, and
will, handle this
all. I won’t ad¬
mit to having all
of the answers
now, but I’ll ad¬
mit to having
the will and the
desire to get
through it all.
Although the
chances of this
not being over
toll in the upper 99th percentile, I just
pray our retaliation will be justifiable
in my head when all is said and done.
Being in Washington has afforded
me some privileges and disadvantages.

“My oldest brother works across from the World
Trade Center, though on Tuesday my deepest con¬
cern was not for him, but for my own situation.
I’ve never felt that selfish in my life and it fright¬
ens me. I knew he was okay because I could sense
it...but what if those senses had been wrong?”
thing. Whether this earth was created
in 7 days or a billion—this complex¬
ity seems only second to the questions
of why these events are happening in
NY, D.C., and with me.

On Tuesday, September 11,20011 was
heading off to attend a lecture down¬
town when the news of the terrorist
attack really sunk in. As my class dis¬
persed around 10:30 a.m. some of us
were in hysterics and others tried to
cope by clenching their phones and
each other. We were not safe, but we
were not alone. At this point it would
be too easy to return to Maine. I could
be surrounded by the strength of
friends who care, a safer environment,
and professors who know me. It could
also serve to help block the reality of
the situation within our “bubble” and
give a (surely) false sense of security.
It’s been far too easy for people
lately to conclude, “everything hap¬
pens for a reason.” I might have
agreed with this 5 days ago, yet, at this
point I just don’t know anymore. What
is left to say? Just be sure that the
people that matter to you know that
they do.
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The Capitol, The
World, React
by DOMINICK & MATTEO
PANGALLO
OPINION COLUMNISTS
Tuesday, September 11, 2001.
8:15pm EST.
I sat by the phone anxiously tapping
my foot, the images from CNN swim¬
ming in my head. My attempts to
phone home from
Perth, Western Austra¬
lia, had been met ail
night by the recorded
message: “We are
sorry. All overseas
connections are cur¬
rently in use. Please try
again later.”
Finally, the phone
rang. I leapt on the re¬
ceiver in a hurry.
“Hello?”
“Matt? It’s Dorn.
I’m alright.”
“Shit. How the fuck
did this-1 mean, what the fuck...?”
“Still as eloquent as ever, I see,” he
sighed.
I paused. “What’s going on over on
your side?” I asked., “I was up on the
Hill working today,” he said, “We saw
the second tower get hit live on the tele¬
vision in our front office. When we
heard the Pentagon was hit, too, our
legislative director called the Capitol
Hill Police headquarters and they told
us to evacuate.”
“Wait. You mean that you guys
wouldn’t have known to evacuate if
you hadn’t called them?”
“Yeah,” he replied, “All of us, the
office staff and the congressman, ex¬
ited the rear of the building and moved
to a park a couple of blocks down the
street. I have never seen such an exo¬
dus of people moving from the Hill into
the surrounding neighborhoods. We
could see the smoke from across the
river in Arlington at the Pentagon. We
could smell it, too. It’s not something
I want to smell ever again. We spent
an hour or so at the park — fighter jets
and helicopters flying overhead.
People would cringe or run farther
down the street whenever they heard
one, thinking it was another attack. We
ended up in the former apartment of
one of our staffers, fixated to CNN,
dialing out on about a dozen cell
phones to reach family members, the
rest of the Maine delegation, Gover¬
nor King. Maybe one call in twenty
would get through. It was pretty in¬
tense.”
1 shook my head,
“What’s going to hap¬
pen now? What do
7
you think the political
and security repercus¬
sions of all this will
be?”
“A declaration of
77
war or authorization
of force for the presi¬
dent. Of course, the
challenge with that is
we don’t really know
who we’re fighting
/
yet. Lots of relief
funds - nothing else
_l
will be dealt with on
the Hill for while. Forget about edu-(
cation plans, Social Security, tax cuts,
and Gary Condit. I would imagine that
there will be an intense beefing up of
airport security. Already word is leak-/
ing out from FBI investigations that

New York and Washington were only
to be the first wave. They had also tar¬
geted Atlanta, Boston, Richmond, and
maybe Los Angeles - but the FAA
grounding order stifled that.”
I closed my eyes, “It’s just so close
to home, these flights from Boston. I
mean, looking at the passenger lists,
those hometowns are where we grew
up. These people were our neighbors.”

me joked about my being a ‘Yank’ and,
thus, guilty of being a cultural imperi¬
alist. People on the street, in classes,
or in stores who heard my accent just
sort of tossed off looks that said, ‘Oh,
another loud, rude, obnoxious, brash
American tourist’. Now people who
know me go out of their way to com¬
fort and console. People who hear my
accent give looks that say ‘I’m sorry’,
‘Are you okay?’ and
‘How can I help?’The
other international stu¬
dents have been sup¬
portive as well, espe¬
cially the Brits and the
Canadians. What’s
most
frustrating,
though, is that I can’t
do anything to help my
country. Sure, I regis¬
ter at the local y.S.
Consulate here in
Perth. But I can’t even
give blood or any¬
thing.”
“And are you still a pacifist?”
“Yes, now more than ever. And
that’s why I strongly support a coordi¬
nated international effort to wipe out
these terrorist organizations. People
say military strikes will only result in
a cycle of violence, but you can’t build
a chain if one of the links no longer
exists.”
Dominick’s tone shifted to his lofty,
patriotic voice. The same one he uses
when invoking the name of John
McCain. “What people don’t under¬
stand,” he said, “is that what our ac¬
tions in response will be are not retali¬
ations, but self-protection. We’re not
out to murder an equal number of ci¬
vilians, because then we would be ter¬
rorists ourselves. As Gandhi said, an
eye for an eye only makes the whole
world blind. However, Christopher
Hewitt, in his ‘The Effectiveness of
Anti-Terrorist Policies’ is very clear:
negotiations do not work, ceasefires do
not work, making concessions, re¬
forms, or improvements in the society
do not work. In the long run, the only
solution is to make it impossible for
the terrorists to strike. I think we Should
cut his hand off before he strikes us
again.”
“Whosoever sheddeth man’s
blood...”
“.. .by man shall his blood be shed,”
he completed the biblical quote.
“Well, the burden now is on the in¬
telligence community to identify the
guilty parties. Then the burden will be
upon the President and our legislators
to outline our mili-

“We could see the smoke from...the
Pentagon. We could smell it, too. It’s
not something I want to smell ever
again. We spent an hour or so at the
park — fighter jets and helicopters
flying overhead. People would cringe
or run farther down the street
whenever they heard one...”
- Dominick Pangallo
‘The commentators are not wrong
in drawing parallels to Pearl Harbor.
In 1941 our country learned the hard
way that it could not ignore foreign
conflicts. Today a new era begins, and
we can no longer ignore terrorism. The
horrors have been brought to our door¬
step.”
‘The horrors have been brought in¬
side our house,” I shuddered, “Are you
staying at the dorm tomorrow?”
■ “That’s what the school officials
here at American University want. But
if I do that, then that means the terror¬
ists have succeeded. We may be hit,
but we’re not down. I’ll be reporting
to work at the Congressman’s office
in the morning,” he said, “What’s it
been like Down Under?”
“Well, Australia’s Prime Minister,
John Howard, was literally 100 meters
from the Pentagon when the plane hit.
He’s fine, but visibly shaken. Former
President Clinton was here in Austra¬
lia when it happened, and the people
here have been very accommodating
to his security. Something like 15,000
Australians live in New York City, and
the mall area in the basement of One
World Trade Center was owned and
operated by an Australian company. So
far, I think 3 Australians have been
found and declared dead and 58 more
are missing.
The government in Canberra has al¬
ready sent $15 million in aid to New
York and Virginia. Plus, they’ve in¬
voked the common protection clause
in the ANZUS treaty - which is just
like article 5 in the NATO treaty - ‘an

In a war, you do not intentionally
targettary
objectives- And
7i
then the burden will
civilians-that’s just cowardly mass mur- be upon the military
der. [Bin Laden and his associates] 1°‘farry
°ut”
There will always
merely hide behind the facade of a faith be a burden upon the
•• r
,7
7
American people,
and abuse it for their own criminal pur- though”hesighed
poses. In the Koran, the Prophet specifi- “™s is a new
cally forbids the killing of women, chilto adapt. The
dren, and any other non-combatant. ” British lost the War
11
for Independence
- Matteo Pangallo because they were
attack on one is an attack on all’. So
Australia and New Zealand are in a
state of alert as well.”
“And on a more personal level?” he
asked.
“Before this, people here who knew

still-fighting like it
was the European wars of the early and
mid-18th century. The same thing hap¬
pened to American forces fighting
against the guerilla warfare of the
Vietcong. They failed to adapt. This
is a precarious time.”
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U.S. Inaction
Protects Evil
Our Nation s Responsibility
To Defeat Terrorism
by ANDREW GENTES
PROFESSOR OF HISTORY
Pakistan has agreed to cooperate
fully with the U.S., and so it seems the
option exists to launch either a ground
or an air assault on Afghanistan if nec¬
essary. It is with deep pain that I have
accepted the necessity to retaliate, not
because I seek revenge but because I
realize that unless we do so, the terror¬
ists will consider their attack on 11
September merely the opening shots in
a long-term war which will result in
many more victims and will hold the
entire country hostage to terror. What¬
ever the failures of U.S. foreign policy
in the Middle East and elsewhere (and
there’ve been many), the situation has
now moved beyond the point at which
we can reach some sort of “understand¬
ing” with those who did this. In fact,
we never could have reached an un¬
derstanding, for those such as Bin
Laden and the Taliban view America
as an absolute evil which must be ex¬
terminated in an apocalyptic war. Pos¬
sessing such a Weltanschauung, they
will give no quarter and will take no
prisoners. Hence, failure to respond
with force will be interpreted not as a
measure of restraint or of any moral or
religious piety, but rather as a sign of
weakness; as such, this failure will only
serve to encourage similar attacks de¬
signed to bring us to our knees. The
horrible injustice of war is that noncombatants, many of whom have al¬
ready been made victims by the re¬
gimes ruling them, typically die in
greater numbers than their oppressors.
But the evil unleashed by Saddam
Hussein, the Taliban, and the terrorists
they support will thrive as long as it
finds protection in the inaction result¬
ing from our understandable desire not
to harm these innocents. During World
War II we faced this same dilemma
after learning that appeasement did not
stop Hitler—it encouraged him. Like
Bin Laden, Hitler conceived of his war
as an apocalyptic struggle, and thus the
U.S. and its Allies were compelled to
engage in the kind of ruthless warfare
he himself initiated. Victims who man¬
aged to survive Nazi death camps tell
“What really irks me is that bin
Laden and his cohorts claim they are
carrying out a ‘jihad’ or holy war
against the free world. But in a war,
you do not intentionally target civil¬
ians - that’s just cowardly mass mur¬
der. And as for ‘holy’, well, I still
maintain my position that bin Laden
and his affiliates are not Islamic. They
merely hide behind the fagade of a faith
and abuse it for their own criminal pur¬
poses. In the Koran, the Prophet
specifically forbids the killing of
women, children, and any other noncombatant.”
Dominick interrupted my rant,
“Matt, I’d love to chat about all this,
but my phone card is almost used up.”
“Right. But next time, I want to hear
your thoughts about the charges that
America brought this upon herself by
being such an imperialist state,” 1 said.
“That’s bullshit. America may have its
faults, but the way of life promoted by
these terrorists is no better. In fact, it’s
far worse and far more repressive. I

us that they would rather have taken
their chances in U.S. bombing raids
on the camps than continue to hear
the ovens roar and to see the dead
bodies pile up in mounds. But for
them no such bombing raids were
ever carried out. Before Hitler put a
bullet through his head, Nai fanatics
had purposely exterminated 10 mil¬
lion persons and the war he began had
left 50 million dead. Today, an
Afghani woman residing in the U.S.
writes that the Taliban is burying alive
widows in mass graves. If they are
willing to do this, where will their
atrocities end? If Islamic fanatics
were willing to perpetrate the horrors
of 11 September, where will their
atrocities end?
Like many Americans and others I
would like to turn the other cheek, be¬
cause I believe that loving one’s
neighbor begets good. However, I’m
not a martyr to be sacrificed on the
altar of U.S. foreign policy mistakes;

“...evil has again
been unleashed, and
whatever our
country’s
contribution to its
origination, we now
have a responsibility
to defeat it, and not
to wait like lambs
for the slaughter”
- Andrew Gentes
I love life and the freedoms—as in¬
consistent, as difficult to maintain,
and as limited as they still are—which
have made American society the envy
of the world. The dozens of persons
jumping to their deaths from black
and burning towers testifies that an
evil has again been unleashed, and
whatever our country’s contribution
to its origination, we now have a re¬
sponsibility to defeat it, and not to
wait like lambs for the slaughter.

would rather be an imperialist whose
agent is the dollar than an imperialist
whose agent is murder.”
There was a brief pause.
“And you?” he asked. “Your re¬
sponse to those who tell us we should
not strike back?”
I looked out the window into the
night sky, at the unfamiliar constella¬
tions of the southern hemisphere, made
up of those unfamiliar stars. The ter¬
rorists were united by their common
hatred of the free world; but the rest of
the world must be united by its love,
its love of life and liberty.
“Extremism in the defense of life,”
I answered, “is no vice.”
* * *

The Pangallo brothers offer their
deepest condolences to those members
of the Bates community who have suf¬
fered a personal loss in the tragic events
of September 11,2001.
www.smokeyroomtalk.com
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A New, New York State of Mind
After Collapse ofWTC, America’s Skyline Is Forever Changed
by JENNA MULLEN
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR
After being in college for a year and
having Bates friends come and visit me
at home in New York City, I have real¬
ized that there is a definite New York
way to walk. New Yorkers know
where they are going and they are go¬
ing to get there quickly regardless of
when they really need to arrive. They
do not let anything or anyone, for that
matter, get in their way. There is none
of this dawdling or enjoying the scen¬
ery. Numerous times 1 would find
myself several paces ahead of my
friends before I’d realize that they were
caught in the midst of the ‘“are you
going left or right?’ dance.”
After last Tuesday though, it seems
that the bounce in most New Yorkers’
steps will be deflated, at least tempo¬

rarily. Many people probably tried to
carry on with their lives, caffeinating
themselves at the Starbucks located on
every comer. Still, most will not be as
peppy and many probably did not even
leave their homes to venture out and
see if there would be a Starbucks open
under the piles of ashes, under the
heaps of what used to be New York
City.
I have distinct memories of many
Friday nights spent on East 23'd Street
and Second Avenue sitting on my
friend’s 21sl floor terrace looking out
at the skyline of New York: I was
amazed at the view, astonished at the
size of the people. I felt big and pow¬
erful-like I could hold the city in my
hand, that I had some control over it.
It seemed manageable and at the same
time its beauty overwhelmed us time
and time again. It was familiarly dif¬

ferent each and every time we gath¬
ered out there.
Overly stylish Upper East Siders sit
scattered amongst hoards of tourists on
the steps of the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, looking like works of art them¬
selves. Surrounding them are count¬
less tables of photographs and draw¬
ings of New York City: The Statue of
Liberty, Central Park, the Brooklyn
Bridge. But most prominent amongst
all of the photographs, replicated over
and over again are pictures of the sky¬
line: The Twin Towers, the Empire
State Building, the MET Life building,
the Chrysler Building; they are all
standing tall, basking in the sunlight
of a glorious New York day, or shin¬
ing against the night sky as thousands
of lights lead many tired New Yorkers
home after a long day of work.
In talking to one Batesie who has

Plans For Retaliation Must
Consider The Big Picture
Actions Of Revenge May Ignite
Unstoppable Circle Of Terror
by CHRISTIAN J. NAUVEL
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR
In a week when feelings of shock,
horror, anger and fear have been our
constant companions, I will not attempt
to further emphasize the repulsiveness
and utter disrespect for humanity em¬
bodied in this act. This has been done
and will continue to be done by oth¬
ers, more able and more widely heard
than myself. Nor will I address the is¬
sue of the thousands who perished
needlessly, though I mourn their loss,
and my thoughts remain with their
loved ones. Other issues, of no less
importance, are the need to reserve
punishment exclusively for the guilty
and recognizing the dangers j_
of stereotyping, which can
be extremely hard in this
time of great emotional tur¬
moil. But what weighs
r
heaviest on my mind are the
possible consequences of
last Tuesday’s events on the

I do not think anyone disagrees with
that fact. My point is that retaliation
should be approached with much cau¬
tion, lest we worsen a problem that has
already claimed too many innocent
lives. Caution is important, not just
because it is good to be cautious, but
because we must first understand the
underlying issues in this, the most com¬
plex of problems.
There have been attempts to trace
adverse feelings between Arab factions
and the West all the way back to the
Middle Ages. And like all such claims,
these contain varying degrees of truth,
a fair amount of speculation, and a
good old dose of generalization too.
Sure, the battle of Poitiers and the fall
of Constantinople must have caused
7

7

ents will be born, and they will only
be more inspired and driven to carry
on the struggle. And that is exactly
what we do not want.
But what are these concerns? No
one has yet claimed responsibility
for the attacks. So how can we be
expected to know? Well if we have
figured out who the prime suspects
are, then we should have a pretty
good idea of the reasons for their
dissatisfaction too. Maybe the
U.S.’s involvement in the Middle
East has something to do with it.
Maybe it is theTact that there have
be^n 30,000 U.S. troops in Saudi
Arabia since the end of the Gulf War
- causing Saudis such as Bin Laden
to call it an “invasion of the Holy
Land”. Then again, the
7 ,
sustained economic sanctions and continued

A.TL attack such- as last week S
speaks for a great organization, a
°
■ r •
sizeahle contingent, and a belief in
their cause so great, that individu®
.
als are willing to tram for years,
knowing that they will ultimately
be asked to give up their lives”

international scene. And the
question that has been inces¬
santly pursuing me since
then is the following; How
best can we prevent the fur¬
ther loss of innocent lives?
Obviously, I do not claim to have the
right answers. Far from it. But, what I
can offer are a few perspectives that
will hopefully be as thought-provok¬
ing and constructive to the reader as
they were to myself.
For all the rhetoric that has been
thrown left, right, and center - whether
among governments, the media, or in¬
dividuals, a crucial word has been
missing from the debate - understand¬
ing. I hear you say: But what is there
to understand? They attacked us, and
now we must retaliate, regardless of
the consequences. They started it, not
us. Before I become the focus of re¬
taliation myself, let me make the fol¬
lowing clear: Those responsible for the
attacks on the World Trade Center
should be found and brought to justice.

some hard feelings, but the fact of the
matter is that when we get closer to
the present-the 1940s or 50s for ex¬
ample, the intensity of these feelings
was nowhere close to what it is today.
It is essential that we investigate the
reasons - justified or not - that have
led to such demonization of the United
States, and address these concerns as
urgently as possible. An attack such
as last week’s speaks for great a orga¬
nization, a sizeable contingent, and a
belief in their cause so great, that indi¬
viduals are willing to train for years,
knowing that they will ultimately be
asked to give up their lives. Such a
group will not be crushed by the cap¬
ture of their leader, nor will they give
up after a massive military show of
force. On the contrary, new adher-

bombingot Iraciare m°re
tban enou8b t0 stir UP destructive emotions too.
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channels, the U.S; has effectively silenced such
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But a small portion of
them have managed to
find a terribly sick and
twisted way to be heard.
The bottom line is this: those in
power must make an effort to see be¬
yond the terrorism and understand
that the problems run much deeper.
Unless there is a concerted effort to
understand and resolve ongoing
conflicts, unless there is a change
in the way world politics is ap¬
proached and conventional channels
of dialogue are set up, there will al¬
ways be the risk that someone,
somewhere will try to terrorize the
U.S. again. We must be wary of not
stooping to their level in our actions,
and we must recognize the dangers
of falling into an unending cycle of
attack and retribution. No problem
can be solved simply by “Declaring
War” on its manifestations.

also frequented this tourist scene, we
both had the similar reaction in that
there was no point in buying one of
these absurdly priced photographs be¬
cause it was not like the skyline was
going anywhere; not like it was going
to disappear overnight. Who knew that
those photographs would one day be
collector’s items.
How surreal this whole “experi¬
ence” has been. I feel as if I have been
trapped in a movie like Deep Impact,
or another one of those summer block¬
busters where the world is attacked by
aliens and saved by Mel Gibson, or if
they want to be super-adventurous,
vice-versa. It seemed too hard to com¬
prehend, or maybe I did not want to
imagine that the pretzel shop near
Stuyvesant High School probably had
its door barricaded by ashes, which
covered people whom I could have

passed on the street a year ago.
I often forget what has happened be¬
cause I was not at home to witness the
destruction. It seems that the events of
September 11 are so far in the past, dis¬
tant memories that have come and gone.
It is hard to remember that the conse¬
quences of that day have not even begun
to unfold. I seemed to distance myself
from my true home, when in fact I prob¬
ably should have felt compelled to re¬
turn to my roots and help those who so
badly needed assistance. Yet despite the
fact that I feel numb to Tuesday’s events
and have not been consumed by them,
the one question that I cannot shake from
my mind is what will the skyline look
like? It is such a hallmark of New York
City, I only hope that in its demolition it
does not destroy the bustle of caffeine
addicts, chilling on terraces and the tables
of soon-to-be rich starving artists.

Innocence Lost
Reflections For
America
by KERRIN-SINAARFSTEN
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR
Even if I close my eyes, helpless.at
the terrifying images flashing across
TV screens everywhere, my eyes won’t
stop burning, and this fire runs through
my optic fibers as if led by an explo¬
sive charge, until my pupils dilate into
huge, mushroom-shaped clouds and
the dust covers up the consciousness
of what I have just witnessed. One
Tower explodes in each eye and with
it, the world as we know it falls, all
that we dreamed of, into an infernal de¬
struction.
No tear can extinguish the fire. You,
who seek to enter and open your eyes,
let go of all hope. The gates of the free
world have mutated into the gates of
hell. They no longer lie far beneath
the earth’s surface but have risen into
the air, into the sky that spans above
us all. On all channels, time and time
again, the same horrifying crash,
minute after minute, as if it were a
prophecy, the mantra of the massacre;
it will repeat itself, there is no escape.
The sky carries a large wound and
when that wound begins to heal, the
scar hurts, until it is ripped open again.
A second time and people jump out of
the windows, from way up on the 30th
floor. Jump out of sheer desperation
into their own deaths. Television
brings the world home to us, and when
some of the world’s greatest buildings
are burning, it also carries these flames
into our homes. Into those places where
we feel the most secure. Until Septem¬
ber 11, the world was for us a flat TV
screen. Now it has expanded and cre¬
ated a dimension of terror, for which
there is no power button to turn it off.
And the earth turns like spherical light¬
ning.
New York is more than just a place.
Its skyline symbolizes many of our
dreams and desires. Everything in
New York stands for something that
rises high up, ambitiously, and when it
gets torn down, the tear is felt by my
eyes that are unable to update the
branded images of memory with the
fires of the present. Every day we
watch movies that take place in the

canyons of Manhattan’s streets, in the
shades of those steel angels. Next time
we see them, dusty clouds will hover
over them. There are photographs.
Artistic shots of flashy designer sun¬
glasses reflecting the World Trade Cen¬
ter. Nothing will reflect in the sunshine
now, the glass turns black and the mir¬
ror blind. We are blind, blind by an¬
ger, shock, sadness. Blinded by what
we had to witness: A dust-covered
firefighter raises a plastic water bottle
to cool off his burning face, Arafat’s
trembling lips, President Bush in front
of the students when he receives the
news, jubilating Palestinians, holding
candy into the camera and raising their
hands with a sign of victory, two fin¬
gers, two towers, where they once
stood nothing but the dust-saturated air
remains, soccer players, who, after a
minute of silence build a wall, a
Taliban, his head in a black bandana,
motionless, Kabul in surreal electronic
flames, as if it were a videogame, Bin
Laden with a machinegun in his hands,
people donating blood, America - a
body, struck.
Time and time again, while the two
towers burst into pieces, in my mind,
the two Buddhas in Afghanistan ex¬
plode likewise. The past erased, the
presence erased, the symbols of peace,
the symbols of a free world. A world
which of course also trades. And there¬
fore, the shopping channel, while dust
swells up the lungs of the rescue teams,
shows a happy, young man advertis¬
ing ‘live’ for the turbo vacuum cleaner
“Shark”. He raves about its dust-suck¬
ing abilities, which rids the proud
owner of all the dirt under the soles of
the feet - for a clean world at least
within our own four walls.
In between order confirmation num¬
ber and price, the news ticker: Our
thoughts are with the American People.
And due to the incident everything
closes down, all the stores, but some
cashiers stay open. No black screen,
no: replay like baking a cake. It’s all a
matter of the right heat. The TV screen
turns off but the pictures remain. New
York will never again go to sleep. Not
even in our dreams.
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Despite Differences, We Come Together
Two Sides May Quarrel During Crisis, But We Remain One
by JOHN ZIEGLER
SPECIAL CONTRIBUTOR
I am not a writer, but one does not
need to be a talented writer when his
or her words come from the heart. I
feel like I have an obligation to find a
way to express myself after the terrible
tragedy that occurred last Tuesday. I
am not eloquent, but I hope you will
listen to what I have to say.
There is no right answer. More than
anything, that is what we must keep in
mind when thinking about the tragedy
that occurred on Tuesday. Different
people are always going to be of dif¬
ferent minds as to what we should do
now. While I respect the opinions of
those who would demand swift and
harsh retaliation, I believe that we must
be extremely careful not to oversim¬
plify these huge issues.
Does this mean that I am not patri¬
otic? No, I don’t think it does. I have
always considered myself a patriot and
I have always considered the United
States to be a great country. That, to
me, doesn’t necessarily mean that we
should get caught up in any kind of
patriotic fervor that sweeps aside our
most valuable human capacity, and that
is the capacity to think.
Does this mean that I am not ap¬
palled by the events that took place?
No, quite clearly 1 am, as is any other
human being with even a shred of emo¬
tion. Nobody can avoid pain when ex¬
periencing such great human loss.
Again, though, that doesn’t mean that
we should now let our emotions cloud
our judgments. We need to, as a na¬
tion, decide upon what the best course
of action would be, not to seek revenge,
but to prevent such a tragedy from hap¬
pening again. As a nation, if we spill
innocent blood in response to the spill¬
ing of innocent blood, then what can
we really say of ourselves? Each one
of us has to look deep inside himself/
herself and decide if he/she can stand
such a load on his/her conscience. I
know that I, for one, cannot.
I think the attacks I have heard re¬
cently against the leftist part of this
campus, characterizing it as trying to
“create controversy where there is
none,” are not only unfair, but also
uncalled for. In these times of such a
national tragedy, I don’t think we
should be singling out one faction or
another faction as not being “with the
team,” so to speak. Every person is
still entitled to his or her individual
feelings, and each person is allowed
to deal with this in his or her own way.
If someone feels that the current situa¬
tion is too tense for him or her to de¬
termine their feelings, I think that is
fine. Each one of us must decide on
our own reaction. I can personally say
that I have very mixed feelings as of
now. While I am disgusted, I still do
believe that there are two sides to ev¬
ery argument.
Quite clearly, the action taken by
whoever was behind these attacks was
wrong, hideous, disgusting, repulsive,
evil, and any other negative adjective
one might attach to it. That doesn’t
mean there wasn’t a reason behind it.
It may be the wrong reason, but I be¬
lieve that we as a nation would do bet¬
ter to start discovering what such rea¬
sons are, so that perhaps in the future
it will not come to this. Again, I don’t
know that answering violence with vio¬
lence is necessarily the answer.
I believe that we now have several
priorities as a nation, which I briefly
touched on earlier. First, I think that

we must find and bring to justice the
culprits. But I think that we walk a
very fine line in this respect and that
in many ways we might be drawn into
seeking mere retribution. Retribution
splves nothing. If we play a game of
they kill us, we kill them, they kill us,
and so on, then nobody wins. If we
bring these particular killers to justice
and then seek to engage in a dialogue
which might prevent future atrocities
from occurring, that brings us much
farther as a nation.
It has been suggested that many on
this campus feel that the U.S. deserved
what it got, but 1 do not think this is a
fair characterization at all. I think that
many feel that we should search for the
answers as to why this happened, but
that is not saying that the U.S.

deserved what it got. No one, no mat¬
ter what they may have done, deserves
such an atrocity, and I feel that all
members of the Bates community are
intelligent enough to realize this. As I
said before, this is a time when we have
to stand together, not bicker among
ourselves as to who is or is not a pa¬
triot.
Before I close this article, though, I
want to talk about a couple of other
things I have heard. It has been fre¬
quently said that the U.S. was targeted
because it is a symbol of freedom and
democracy, everything fundamental¬
ists hate. Just from doing some brief
reading on the Internet, I can say that
there is much more to the issue than
this. No one is targeted because they
are a symbol of freedom, that is mere

political rhetoric similar to what we
heard President Bush say in his address
and what Congress has put forth all
week. I think that we must do far more
research and gain far more understand¬
ing of what the fundamentalist case is
before we dismiss it out of hand.
It has also been said that America is
an accepting and understanding place.
I am not going to disagree with this.
America is the world’s melting pot.
But all one has to do is look back to
the Japanese internment during World
War II to realize that it has not always
been this way. As a matter of fact, just
recently actions have been taken
against Arab-Americans because of
what happened at the World Trade Cen¬
ter and Pentagon. These are examples
of where hate can lead us. As a na¬
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tion, we have been feeling a lot of
hate recently. We want someone to
blame. We want someone to hang.
In this circumstance, we are likely
to try to take the easy way out rather
than finding the hard truth. The hard
truth is what we should be interested
in.
The United States is a great coun¬
try and it will continue to be. We
have a patriotic populace, and I hope
that never changes. But we are also
a very intelligent country, and we
need to put that intelligence to more
use. We need to think before we act.
Anything less would not be a credit
to our strength as a people. Thank
you for reading, and I hope that
whatever deity you believe in
blesses America tonight.
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U.S. Attack Will Divide Islamic World

V
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Breaking the Cycle of Terror

ISLAMIC from page 12
ers in the world are, from West to East,
Turkey, Egypt, Palestine, Saudi Arabia,
Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan. None
of them are completely star or crescent.
And although the stars condemned what
happened, so did most of the crescents.
The difference is that while the stars will
cooperate with America, most of the
crescents will be against a sustained
American military campaign.
Turkey is the greatest star. Iran (has
a hint of star), Afghanistan and (the dis¬
torted) Saudi Arabia are the greatest
crescents. President Bush and other
representatives of the government and
the military have said that America will
not only punish the group who is re¬
sponsible for the destruction in New
York and the country that hosts this
group, but that America will also wage
war on all Islamic militants. In the
words of Tony Blair “a systematic war
on the whole machinery of terrorism”
is about to begin. If this extremely risky
policy is pursued, the reaction of the
solid stars and crescents are predictable
in the short term. Turkey will cooper¬
ate with America. America will utilize
its current base, Incirlik in Adana. For
the first time ever Turkey has also given
America control over the 8th Main Jet
Base in Diyarbakir and 7th Main Jet
Base in Malatya according to the 5th
clause of NATO. From these bases
America and British planes can bomb
any part of the Middle East and can go
as far as Afghanistan if they refuel on '
air; and probably they will initially train
their weapons on Iraq. Iran has sig¬
nificantly condemned what happened
but will not support an American mili¬
tary campaign. Afghanistan will be one
of the targets and has threatened that it

will wage war on any country support¬
ing the American campaign. Saudi
Arabia will do what America orders,
which means that the 30,000 American
soldiers stationed since the Gulf War in
the holiest land for Islam will probably
be triggered into action.
What is dangerous and unpredict¬
able are the consequences of this policy
on the critical places where there is an
uneasy balance between crescent and
star: Egypt, Palestine and Pakistan.
These places can become destabilized
rapidly. In the execution of this ambi¬
tious policy, America will be faced with
the following problem: in order to hunt
down militant Muslims you need the as¬
sistance (air space, military bases, in¬
telligence) of other Muslims without an¬
tagonizing the Islamic world or uniting
Islamic countries against you. The lead¬
ership of the critical countries also face
peril: how will they manage to avoid
America’s wrath without antagonizing
and losing control of their own subjects,
a great many of whom will condemn
the usage of Islamic soil and resources
to bomb Muslims? Pakistan especially
is in dire straits because although the
military dictatorship is star-like, the
public opinion is crescent. Neverthe¬
less, Pakistan has announced that it will
support America. It is highly possible
that if the people who organized the at¬
tacks were in fact Muslim militants, pre¬
cipitating this hazardous situation was
probably their vision: You can no longer
be a crescent star, but must choose ei¬
ther the star or the crescent. In other
words, bur view is that if America goes
on to perceive what happened not as an
act of terrorism but as an act of war, the
terrorists will achieve their mission.

U.S. Must Recognize Its Role In Creating A Climate For Attacks
by NATHAN HARRINGTON
OPINION WRITER
Hours after the horrific attacks in
New York and Washington, George W.
Bush appeared on television, promising
not an outpouring of compassion for the
victims and their families, but “retalia¬
tion”. The obvious questions are,
against whom? And for what purpose?
In 1998, after U.S. Embassies were
bombed in Kenya and Tanzania, then
President Clinton ordered unilateral
bombings of sites in
Sudan, and Afghani¬
stan. The site in
Sudan was a pharma¬
ceutical plant which,
Clinton claimed, was
connected to sus¬
pected Saudi terrorist
Osama bin Laden. It
was later proven be¬
yond a reasonable
doubt that the plant
had never produced
anything other than desperately needed
medical supplies for Sudanese hospitals.
No one counted the number of deaths
resulting directly and indirectly from
that act of terrorism by the U.S. gov¬
ernment.
After the Oklahoma City Bomb¬
ing in 1995, “intelligence expects” and
the media focused their suspicions on
bin Laden and a variety of Arab groups,
only to find that it was a homegrown
white supremacist from Montana. For
all the media’s talk of bin Laden, they
perpetually fail to mention that he and

other Islamic fundamentalists in Af¬
ghanistan were trained in guerrilla tac¬
tics and supplied with arms by the CIA
in the early 80’s. When they were anti¬
communist “freedom fighters”, their
tactics were condoned by our govern¬
ment.
Tragically, United States foreign
policy has sown the seeds of terrorism
in other ways. Sanctions against Iraq,
maintained by the U.N. at the insistence,
of the U.S., have according to a 1998
UNICEF report, caused the death of

sides of conflicts across the globe, from
Indonesia, to Columbia to Sierra Leone.
The anguish America has felt in the past
week is felt every week of the year in
those countries, as it is felt in Iraq, Pal¬
estine, and Afghanistan, which suffers
under the ruthless Taliban regime.
These realities do not in any way jus¬
tify what happened, but coming to grips
with them could be part of the solution.
If and when we bomb another coun¬
try in “retaliation”, we will doubtlessly
kill innocent, defenseless people who
had nothing to do with
the death of innocent,
defenseless Ameri¬
cans in New York and
Washington, and we
will be employing the
same logic as our at¬
tackers. Everyone
who employs vio¬
lence has a reason,
and they all feel every
bit as justified in the
call for war as many
Americans feel now. How shall we
judge who is a terrorist and who is not?
Shall we focus on exactly how many
people they kill? Or what their reasons
were? If we listen to the words of
Ghandi and Dr. Martin Luther King, we
will realize that killing is killing and ter¬
ror is terror. Retaliation, while appeal¬
ing to America’s sense of nationalism
and military arrogance, is strategically
counterproductive and morally bank¬
rupt. I don’t claim to have the answers,
but I know that hate and violence are
not the solutions.

“The anguish America has felt in the
past week is felt every week of the year in
those countries, as it is felt in Iraq, Pal¬
estine, and Afghanistan.... These realities
do not in any way justify what hap¬
pened, hut coming to grips with them
could he part of the solution.”
over a million Iraqis, half of them chil¬
dren, from a lack of clean water and
medical supplies. At the same .time, al¬
most daily bombings have left the in¬
frastructure in shambles. Military aid
to Israel has helped maintenance of a
brutal and illegal occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, while the U.S.
vetoes every U.N. Security Council
Resolution condemning that occupation
and the accompanying human rights
violations. As the rest of the world’s
leading maker and distributor of arms,
our weapons are used daily, on both
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M. Cross-Country

Bobcat Of Race Mix-Up Costs Bates A Higher Finish
The Week
by KEN WHITNEY
STAFF WRITER

The Bates men’s cross country team
competed Saturday at North Dartmouth,
Massachusetts in annual UMass Dartmouth
Cross-Country Invitational Meet. The team
finished 14th in a field of 26 teams.
The Bobcats, who had just recently
adjusted their schedule to attend this meet,
never received the updated version of the meet
material, in which the times of the races had
been changed.
The meet directors had previously
decided to reverse the times of the men’s races;
they now planned to run the sub-varsity race
first and then the varsity race. Bates head
coach A1 Fereshetian had received other
information, and arrived at the meet expecting
to have the sub-varsity race held first.
Fereshetian had his sub-varsity
runners warming up at the starting line for the
first race when he learned of the schedule
r .

Tlr

.

Liz Wanless

change. “With my varsity not warmed up and
ready to go, I was unable to make many
adjustments,” Fereshetian said. Bates’ varsity
team, consisting of seven runners, was forced
to watch as the sub-varsity team ran in the
varsity
race.
The Bobcats’ 8th through 14th
runners, in the varsity race, did what
Fereshetian described as a “remarkable job,”
placing 14th of 26 teams in the meet. With
392 points, Bates was 106 points behind Colby
College, and finished 14 points ahead of the
University of Southern Maine.
In a field of 191 runners, John
Hancock led Bates, finishing 66th at 27:10.
Pat Wales-Dinan was 78th at 27:26, Ari de
Wilde placed 8.7th at 27:36, Tim Miller was
88th at 27:37, and Russ Latham completed
Bates’ scoring team in 90th place with a time
of 27:38.
After the varsity race was over, the
non-scoring sub-varsity race took place where

Office of College Relations

Liz Wanless has earned Bobcat of the
Week honors for her role in helping the volleyball
team go 3-1 at NESCAC Weekend held this past
Saturday and Sunday in Alumni Gymnasium and
the Gray Cage.
The 3-1 record was extremely
impressive because they were facing tough
NESCAC competition. The Bobcats defeated
Colby, Trinity and Connecticut College with their

“She has the ability to
turn a game around, ” says
Bowman.
only loss coming at the hands of a strong
Wesleyan squad. Wanless was a major part of
this weekend’s success.
“Liz was outstanding this weekend,”
said Coach Jen Bowman. “She has the ability to
turn a game around. She has a tremendous
presence on the court and always has an impact
on the game.”
Wanless, a sophomore outside hitter,
currently leads the NESCAC in kills by a wide
margin with 132. She leads her closest competitor
by 27 kills. Wanless led the ‘Cats with 537 kills
last season.

Bates ran its varsity team. Not surprisingly,
the Bobcats did very well taking the top four
spots in the race. Justin Easter, rebounding
from his injury of last week, posted the second
fastest time of the day and a personal record
24:52. Behind him, Andrius Staisiunas placed
2nd at 26:12. In third place was Michael
Downing at 26:13 while Robbie Gomez and
Joel Anderson followed, finishing fourth and
sixth respectively.
Fereshetian cited that of the twentyone athletes competing for Bates College,
nineteen set lifetime bests at the meet, by an
average of over one minute each. “Had our
runners been in the appropriate races,” says
Fereshetian, “I feel confident that the
competition would have brought out even
more in them.
“Still, we were able to see,
tremendous development from the weekend,
and we were able to gain significant
confidence in what we will be able to do
later.”

After Big Win, Bates Falls To Lord Jeffs
by MIKE LOPEZ
STAFF WRITER
The Bates women’s soccer team split a
pair of games during the past week, defeating the
University of New England 7-0, but suffering a
2-0 loss at the hands of Amherst.
Traveling to Biddeford, ME, to take on
U of NE, Bates came out firing, taking a
commanding 5-0 lead by the end of the first half.
Senior Amanda Waterhouse set up the first two
Bobcat goals, first on a feed to senior Captain Kate
Dockery and three minutes later on a pass to senior
Heather Thomsen. Waterhouse, most recently
named Bobcat of the Week for her efforts against
Salem State along with Dockery, are the teams
two leading scorers early in the season
As the first half continued, the Bobcat
team effort grew. Junior Kim Martell held down
goalkeeping duties, recording a shutout in the first
half. Offensively, the Bobcats scored three more
quick goals, as first year Katie Szum scored and
then assisted Dockery a minute later.
To close out the half, first year Katie
Carroll found the back of the net, giving Bates a
5-0 lead they would never look back on. Dockery
and Carroll added goals in the second half to put
the icing on the cake of an impressive victory.
Dockery finished with the first Bobcat hat trick
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Amanda Waterhouse tries to cut off an Amherst player
of the 2001 season. Junior Kelly Reed added an
assist on the Carroll goal. Sophomore Lynne
Antinarelli made one save to preserve the shutout
in the second half.
Versus Amherst, in the Bobcat’s first
NESCAC challenge of the year, the Lord Jeffs
came out on top by a score of 2-0. Martell was
solid in net, particularly at the start of the game,
and finished with six saves. Bates was able to

The Amherst Student

mount some offense in the second half; however,
Amherst’s physical defense was too much for the
Bates attack. Lord Jeff goalie Hallison Putnam
finished with six saves for the shutout. The loss
dropped the Bobcats to 2-1 for the year. Bates
plays three home games in a row, beginning with
USM Tuesday at 4:00. Trinity and Middlebury,
both NESCAC foes, make the trip up to Lewiston
on the 18th and 23rd, respectively.
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‘Cats Still
Winless
by MATT MEYERS
SPORTS EDITOR
The Bates field hockey team traveled
to Amherst this weekend and came away on the
short end of a 4-1 score in their first NESCAC
game of the season.
Amherst forward Abby Ouimet scored
twice and added an assist as Bates fell to 0-1 in
the NESCAC and 0-3 overall.
The Lord Jeffs took only a 1-0 lead
in the first half on a goal by Ouimet. Amherst
turned it on in the second half with a scoring
binge. They notched three goals during a 12
minute span to seal the victory.
Bates junior Johie Farrar scored her
fourth goal of the season for the Bobcats just
seconds after Amherst’s final goal to avoid the
shut-out. Bates goalie Lindsay Gary made nine
saves in a losing effort for the Bobcats.
Earlier in the week Bates visited USM
2-1 in what proved to be a tough loss. Bates fell
behind 1 -0 but tied the score early in the second.
Farrar scored on a pass from Julia Price to tie
the score. Midway through the second half USM
forward Brittany McClure sneaked one past
Gary for the game-winner.
Bates field hockey is home for three
games this week. They will be facing heavy
competition from NESCAC foes including CBB
rival Bowdoin on Wednesday, Trinity on
Saturday and Middlebury on Sunday.
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Volleyball Rebounds With
Strung Performance
outside hitter Sara Linehan led the offense with
9 kills and rookie middle hitter Tiffany Tropino
added 5 kills. Fennessey had 7 kills, 11 aces
The Bates Volleyball team capped an and 1 digs and Wanless chipped in with 8 kills
and 3 digs. Dulude had 5 kills and 4 digs while
impressive NESCAC Weekend at
home with a 3-1 record and an exhilarating Johnson contributed 29 assists, 3 kills, and 2
four game win over NESCAC and CBB rival, digs for the Bobcats. Junior co-captain and
Colby. With the win, Bates moved into a tie defensive specialist Katie Burke also helped
for second place in the NESCAC. Tufts the defense with 6 digs.
Sunday morning the Bobcats dropped a
currently leads the. conference with a 4-1
record and Bates and Amherst are tied for three; game decision to a tough Wesleyan team,
second at a record of 3-1 (Bates is 5-3 overall). 26-30, 19-30 and 28-30. Several players for
The Bobcats also posted victories against Bates posted impressive numbers for the
match, despite the loss.
Connecticut College
and Trinity.
«
Fennessey had a fine all_ weekend
_
around match with 6
The
originally planned Start the
SeaSOTl, kills, 5 aces, 9 digs and
for Friday and Saturday
“/ Saw SOTYie afo block First year
but moved to Saturday
outside/middle hitter
and
Sunday
in
good Stuff happening out Olivia Zurek had 5 kills,
» 5 assists, 5 digs and a
accordance with the
there. solo block, while fellow
National
Day of
Mourning declared by- - rookie, Johnson, had 30
assists, 5 kills, and 2
President Bush for
digs for the Bobcats. Wanless and Burke
Friday.
Bates began on Saturday afternoon combined for 14 kills, 3 aces, and 13 digs in
against Trinity and posted a four game victory, the loss.
The Bobcats saved the best match of the
30-20, 29-3 1, 30-22, and 30-25. Sophomore
outside hitter, Liz Wanless, led the Bobcats weekend for last, with a quick-paced and
with 15 kills, 15 digs, 3 aces and 2 solo blocks. intense four game victory over Colby, 30-25,
Senior co-captain and outside hitter Lauren 26-30, 31-29, and 30-20. Wanless led the
Fennessey had 7 kills, 5 aces and 23 digs to attack with 27 kills, 9 digs and 3 aces, while
lead the defense. Senior middle hitter Lisa Fennessey had 10 kills, 20 digs and 4 aces.
Dulude had 9 kills, 4 aces and 3 digs and first- Zurek chipped in with 9 kills and 11 digs,
year setter Kristen Johnson had 34 assists for while Johnson had 41 assists, 6 digs and 2 kills.
Burke contributed on both offense and defense
the match.
The second game on Saturday pitted the with 4 aces and 8 digs and as a team, Bates
Bobcats against Connecticut College. Bates posted 5 solo blocks for the match.
“It was a great way to start the NESCAC
came away with a decisive three game victory,
30-18-, 30-17, and 30-17 in a match that lasted season,” said second year Head Coach Jen
only an hour. The win was a team effort with Bowman, “I saw some good stuff happening
every player on the team contributing. Senior out there.”
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Get In The Rin

by AMANDA BECK
STAFF WRITER

It was a great way to
NESCAC

W./M. Rugby

Rugby Opens
At Bowdoin

Cats And
NESCAC
Play On

by LINDSAY GOODMAN
STAFF WRITER

from back page

The Men’s and Women’s Rugby
teams traveled to Bowdoin this past weekend
to play in the annual Bowdoin Scrimmage.
Each year, Bowdoin hosts a scrimmage
tournament with teams from all across Maine.
These scrimmages are traditionally the first
games of the season, so the purpose of the
games is to teach new players what the game
is like. This year, Bates, Bowdoin, and
Colby’s came to compete.
The Wen’s team played a total of
three 30-minute halves all against Bowdoin.
Captain Zack Gill commented that
“considering it was the first week, the games
were really impressive.” The Men’s team has
many rookies this year. Gill stated that many
of them are “really good athletes that will get
better with experience...We played better in
these games than we did all of last year.”
The Women’s team played two
games at the scrimmage. One was an A side
game against Bowdoin, which Bates lost 170, and the other was a B side game against
Bowdoin, which Bates won 19-5. The B side
win was especially impressive because
Bowdoin is a Division II team, whereas Bates
is a Division III team.
Also, Bowdoin’s B side is
composed mostly of second year players, and
Bates’ B side is mostly first years.
Sophomore Jo Ranken, a B side wing,
commented that the team seemed to have
“really good chemistry.” President Becca
Carvalho also added that the “intensity was
amazing. We really played well as a team...
We haven’t tackled that well in years.” The
men’s and women’s team will also be playing
UMF next week in a home game at Leahey
Field.

But in sports or life, there are no easy
answers.
“We had our brief moment of silence
and on the way down on Friday night,”
Spector said. “We had a little candle light vigil
at a rest stop and we left our candles on the
sidewalk. My prayers and thoughts are with
all the families and workers involved.”
“I wouldn’t have been shocked
either way if we had played or not,” Markos
said. “It’s mixed emotions. In a way you want
to play, and in a way you don’t. I think either
decision would have been right.”
All Bates team lost to Amherst on
Saturday. But just playing the games was the
first victory in the war against terrorism.
“Amherst said they were thinking of
canceling the games,” women’s soccer player
Rachel Cochrane said. “I think as important
as it is to recognize and realize what happened,
it seems like it would help people to go on
with a normal schedule. Everyone’s been
affected, but we have to keep going.
“We were about to play, but then
Amherst and all the teams had a moment of
silence. It was eerie. It was a really weird
transition. I think it was hard for everyone to
make the transition of thinking about that and
then going out to play. Once they were
playing, they were playing, but it was a little
strange. There were so many athletes, but I
don’t know. Everything’s just different. I don’t
know how to describe it.”
There are many lessons to be learned
from what happened during the past week. But
it seems we as a community have already
learned the first and most important one. Life
goes on.

Bill Hart And Matt Meyers Begin A Series Of Debates About
Hot Issues In The Sports World

Cancellation
Decision To
Was The Only Cancel Were
Way To Go Off The Mark
by BILL HART
SPORTS COLUMNIST

by MATT MEYERS
SPORTS EDITOR

This week, the soundtrack to my life,
the sounds of smashing helmets and cracking
bats, fell eerily silent. There was no pennant
chase, no tailgating, no fight songs, no Tiger;
sports was on sabbatical. In the wake of
Tuesday’s harrowing terrorist attacks I was
forced to confront head on the reality that
maybe Gatorade was wrong, sports is not life.
The decision to cancel most athletic
contests was a touchdown ruling. This is a
revolutionary statement coming from a fan
whose brainwaves resemble the CNN sports

In the wake of this week’s tragic
events, Major League Baseball, the NFL,
NASCAR, NCAA Division One and other
sports leagues decided to cancel all athletic
events through this past weekend. Some
leagues even cancelled the remainders of their
season. The Ryder Cup was even postponed
for an entire year. While I completely respect
these decisions, I do not think they are correct.
Sports, and major sporting events,
are American institutions. College football on
Saturday followed by the pros on Sunday is
the heartbeat of the autumn all over the
country. They have become a part of the fabric
of our lives. By canceling the games through
the weekend Americans were left without
distractions from last week’s tragedy. Sure,
it is important to keep track of what is going
on in regards to our ordeal, but we need
something to keep our mind off the events.
I support the decision to cancel the
games through Friday, but the games should
have been played on Saturday and Sunday.
Not only would it have been a distraction for
the people, it also would have been a sign of
strength. Whoever committed these heinous
acts is getting just what they wanted. They
are changing the way we live our lives. It also
sends a message that the mourning period is
over. The shorter we stop our regular lives
for this, the more it sends the message that
the grieving period is indefinite. When we
stop for almost a full week, it gives me the
impression that we have mourned long
enough.
Initially, the SEC and other major
college football conferences were going to
play; however, the NFL cancelled its games
and baseball soon followed and pretty soon
the whole sports calendar was wiped clean.
Many pro athletes, notably members of the
New York Jets, expressed fear of flying. This
is somewhat of a ridiculous notion because
they would be in no more danger than they
always are. It’s not as if they would have been
hopping on the red-eye to Oakland. Pro teams,
as well as major college teams, fly on
luxurious charters and would not be exposed
to terrorism.
I remember once asking my father
why people, like myself, were so obsessed
with sports. He told me that sports give people
an escape from their everyday lives. I believe
it is the job of these athletes to provide us with
an escape, it is why they are paid the big bucks.

My relationship with
sports will never be the
same
ticker, but it is a wake up call I desperately
needed. For as long as I can remember my life
has developed season to season, my mood
fluctuating with the winning percentage of the
hometown teams. I watched Sportscenter
during breakfast, listened to sports talk on the
radio, wrote term papers on sports and even
utilized sport analogy pick-up lines, “hey baby,
you can run the point on my team any day.”
I was so naive.
Tuesday morning I awoke ticked off
at the notion that the Patriots season looked
about as promising as tech stocks. Tuesday
night I went to sleep ticked off that there could
be enough hatred in man to kill thousands of
innocent citizens.
Don’t get me wrong, I will be every
bit the die-hard fan when the games kick off
again, but my relationship with sports will
never be the same.
Now more than ever I recognize
competitive athletics’ place in our society, as a
form of entertainment. Sports are not reality,
rather a means of distracting our attention from
the harsh truths of the world. I realize that
athletes are more than just million dollar
babies, that owners and commissioners have
foresight beyond the bottom line and that even
the Yankees have feelings.
A week without sports gave America
the time it desperately needed to come to terms
with the violence, to spend time with family,
to donated food, blood and prayers to victims
across the country. The week without sports
was a display of our country’s great strength,
unity and perseverance; it was a goal-line stand
against evil.
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Despite Tragic Events, Bates And NESCAC Play On
by MATT GAGNE
STAFF WRITER
Tuesday, Sept. 11, 2001 was evil in its
purest form — a day that will forever haunt our
nation as the deadliest attack on American soil.
In wake of the terrorism in New York
and Washington D.C., Major League Baseball,
the National Football League, Major League
Soccer, and Division I colleges scrapped their
weekend games to join America in a time of great
mourning. But not Bates.
And that, perhaps, is a good thing.
“It was mixed emotions,” football
player Nick Markos said. “We didn’t even know
if we were going to play. Football wasn’t even
the first thing on our minds, the tragedy was. And
that’s the toughest part.”
Men’s soccer captain Dan Spector
shared the same sentiment.
“It was kind of weird,” he said. “Before
the game all the teams got together, and parents
and coaches and the Amherst administration got
together, and we had a moment of silence.
“It was tough being on the field and
playing a game when that tragedy happened on

W. Cross Country

Bobcat Runners
Showing More
Promise

Tuesday and it’s still happening. It will always
be and was in the back of everyone’s mind. It’s
hard just to not think about something as powerful
as what happened.”
Some teams returned to action as early
as Wednesday.
“We played Wednesday, the day after
this all happened,” volleyball player Liz Wanless
said. “At first it seemed daunting, but I realized I
was going out there and doing what I loved for
people who can’t.”
“It was pretty difficult to focus and a
lot of things we were doing seemed insignificant
at the time. But the terrorists want us to sit there
and mourn. But those who died would want us to
go on and keep playing. Sometimes I got down
on myself, but I just thought about all of the
people who suffered and are still suffering.”
The field hockey squad squared off
against Southern Maine just two days after the
attack. Though Bates lost 2-1, the score was the
furthest thing from anyone’s mind.
“On Thursday we were all pretty
surprised that we were playing,” Hedda Burnett
said. “But we were also relieved that things were
going to go on as usual. It’s a relief to go back to

the schedule and have some structure.
While some may criticize Bates for
returning to action so quickly, many athletes were
happy to return the playing fields — a place where
they could momentarily forget their sadness and
grief.
“I didn’t really think about anything but
the game once it started,” Markos said. “But
before and after, you realize there’s more
important things than the game. I think when
you’re in a game you’re going to forget about it
on the field, but that day will never be forgotten.”
Many Bobcat athletes tried to block out
Tuesday’s horrific images the best
they could on Saturday.
“If was pretty much keeping our head
up and moving on and concentrating on
the game,” soccer player Brian Luoma said. “I
wasn’t really too affected by it, but it was in the
back of my mind. It was a game and we had to
get up for it.”
“I understand that it was a day of
grieving,” Burnett added. “But at the same time
people have been telling us to keep on with our
lives. It was at times hard to concentrate. Every
time I saw a flag I thought about it. But it’s part

Men’s Soccer Loses 1-0
Heartbreaker To Amherst

by KEN WHITNEY
STAFF WRITER
Last week, the Bates women’s cross¬
country team was tied for ninth in the New
England coach’s poll rankings. With their
performance this past Saturday at the UMass
Dartmouth Cross-Country Invitational, head
coach Carolyn Court expects to maintain their
top ten ranking. The Bobcats placed fifth in a field
of twenty-seven teams, finishing with 181
points. Brandeis University won the meet with
sixty-one points, defeating Trinity College for
the win by twenty-five points. Connecticut
College and Wesleyan Univeristy finished
third and fourth respectively. Colby finished
the meet in sixth place with 186 points.
Julie Dutton, a sophomore at Bates,
led the team for the second consecutive meet
with a thirteenth place finish at 18:34. Kelly
Puglisi placed thirty-eighth at 19:15. Puglisi
was followed by Elizabeth Pagnotta, who
placed thirty-ninth at 19:16, Jessie Gagne-Hall
finishing fortieth at 19:16, and Lauren Shoff,
who rounded out the Bobcat scoring team by
finishing sixty-third with a time of 19:42.
“It was an outstanding race where
Bates athletes went out a little and continued
to pass athletes throughout the race,” said head
coach Court. She cited that eight of her
athletes ran faster than twenty minutes in the
two races, varsity and subvarsity. “This is
where we were at the end of last year...we are
off to a great start.”
In addition to the spectacular
performance of the team as a whole, several
athletes on the women’s squad set personal
bests in the meet. Bobcat co-Captain Rebecca
Hakala, who led the field in the subvarsity
race, recorded a personal collegiate best of
twenty minutes flat.
They will compete this weekend in
the Codfish Bowl at Franklin Park in
Massachusetts.

of .the game. You need to focus on what you’re
doing.”
“Part of me thinks we should [not play]
out of respect, but part of me wants to move on,”
Wanless said. “It’s really difficult. It just made
me realize that everyday life is important too, not
just big moments.”
While no one was completely focused
on the field of play, the first game back marked
the beginning of a long healing process.
“It felt like we didn’t know if we should
be out there having fun and competing,” Women’s
rugby player Alyssa Asack said. “We just tried to
keep things normal and not let it be a distraction.
We used sports as an outlet.
“For a lot of us its something that’s
always in the back of our heads no matter where
we are. We couldn’t focus on it, but it was still in
the back of our minds. We need to stay the path
and not let the terrorists get to every aspect of
our lives. I don’t feel that playing a sport was
disrespectful, but a way to get back to our daily
activities. It brought back a little normalcy to help
us keep moving on.”
See PLAY ON, page 15

M. Tennis

Coach Pulls
Team Out Of
Tournament
by MATT MEYERS
SPORTS EDITOR

by MATT GAGNE
STAFF WRITER
After a violent first-half collision
between Amherst’s Frank Perry and Bates’ Jeff
Critchlow, the two returned in dramatic fashion
in the second.
With 12 stitches in the back of his
head, Critchlow returned to pace a strong
defense that allowed only one goal in its season
opener Saturday. That goal, however, came from
the foot of Perry, who scored on a pass from
Tim Canon 16:28 into the second half to down
the Bobcat’s 1-0.
“I was very proud,” Coach George
Purgavie said of his squad’s performance in light
of last Tuesday’s terrorist attacks. “Everybody
was emotionally stressed and just kind of
drained. Of course, sports are very emotion types
of actives. I thought they mustered a lot of great
energy and pulled together as a team,”
Bates’ best scoring opportunity came
just before half when Anthony Silva nearly
connected on a Nick Maclnnis cornerkick, but
Amherst’s Tim Canon foiled the attempt with a

header in the box.
“It was a close game,” Purgavie said.
“Amherst is always one of the top NESCAC
teams. We still have things to work on, but it
was our season opener and we’re going to expect
to make some mistakes.”
Dan Spector had eight saves in goal
for the Bobcats and Mike Masi and Brian Luoma
both had strong showings as Bates dropped to
0-1 on the young season. Amherst improved to
2-0.
Prior to the game, Bates and Amherst
men’s and women’s soccer teams and field
hockey teams joined parents and school officials
in a moment of silence*
The Bates squad also held its own
candlelight vigil on the way down to Amherst
Friday night. The team pulled into a rest area at
7 p.m. and left its candles burning on the
sidewalk in remembrance of all those who died
in last week’s terrorist attacks.
Bates first scheduled game against the
University of Maine Farmington was canceled
late last week. It will take on St. Joseph’s at 4
p.m. on Sept. 19 on its new field behind Underhill
Arena.

The Bates men’s tennis team pulled
out of the Middlebury Invitational this past
weekend out of respect for the victims of the
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and
the Pentagon.
While the rest of the Bates varsity
teams played games this past weekend, Coach
Paul Gastonguay thought it would be
inappropriate to compete in light of the recent
events. “We were given the opportunity to
formulate a decision as coaches,” said
Gastonguay. “After talking to a lot of people
about it, I decided to pull the team out.”
Gastonguay cited the cancellations of
pro and major college sports across the country
as one of the main reasons for his decision.
Gastonguay added “I felt it was an important
weekend for the team to connect with their
parents and friends.”
Bates was joined by NYU in their
decision not to play in the Middlebury
Invitational, but the tournament still went on
without them. “All week I was waiting for
Middlebury to cancel the tournament,”
commented Gastonguay. “If it was my
tournament, I would have cancelled it.”
While it may seem trivial now, there
is the question of how this will affect the team’s
ranking. "This won’t hurt our ranking,” assured
Gastonguay.
“There are three more
tournaments this fall which we can use to boost
our ranking.”
Gastonguay was also pleased with the
player’s reactions. “I knew they were excited
to play, especially the freshmen but they also
understood and supported the decision.”
The men’s team will compete in a
tournament this weekend at Vassar while the
women’s team opens its season this Wednesday
against USM.

