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Professor Wins Kroepsch
Award, Credits Students

LEWISTON, MAINE

President Hansen Promises to Make
Bates a Carbon-Neutral Campus
EMMA HALAS-O'CONNOR
STAFF WRITER

President Elaine Tuttle Hansen had a
pleasant surprise in store for those return¬
ing from winter break. On Feb. 22 she
signed the American College and Uni¬
versity President’s Climate Commitment,
pledging to immediately begin working
towards campus carbon neutrality. This
means that the college will take steps to
ultimately produce a net of zero green¬
house gases.
While many students have been plan¬
ning to push for the President’s signature
on the pledge, which brings together
higher education institutions all over the
country to both personally reduce green¬
house gas emissions and promote aware¬

ness about global climate change, the
President seemed to need no such en¬
couragement from the student body.
“We don’t even know if she knew
that’s what we were pushing for,” said
Jack Murphy '08, a co-founder of Bates
Energy Action Movement (BEAM).
Not only did Hansen sign on to the
climate commitment, but she also has be¬
come part of its leadership circle, which
will encourage other colleges and uni¬
versities to also become carbon neutral.
For students who may have been expect¬
ing a struggle with the administration to
bring the carbon neutrality effort to Bates,
it seems that they have lucked out; the
President has clearly expressed that she
is wholeheartedly on the same side of tire
See CARBON NEUTRAL, page 4

Guest Passes to Roll
Over, Thanks to BCSG
AMELIA LARSEN / THE BATES STUDENT
Professor of Neuroscience John Kelsey discusses work on Parkinson's Disease that he has completed with students.
ALEXANDRA KELLY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Professor of Neuroscience John
Kelsey gives credit to his students for his
research interests and breadth of knowl¬
edge. His students have given him equal
credit, nominating him to be chosen for
Bates’ highest award for teachers. Kelsey,
the 2007 recipient of the Ruth M. and Rob¬
ert H. Kroepsch Award for Excellence in
Teaching, delivered a lecture last Wednes¬
day called “Teaching and Learning About
Parkinson’s Disease.”
President Elaine Tuttle Hansen, who
introduced Kelsey’s lecture, said that he
“epitomizes the teacher and scholar who
is inspired by his students as he guides

them.”
She also recounted his modesty upon
receiving the award: when asked if he
would like to say a few words at the fac¬
ulty announcement, he simply said, “no.”
With this speech though, Hansen said, “he
will be forced to admit that he deserves
this.”
Humble and self-deprecating in his ac¬
knowledgement of the award and his skills
in teaching, Kelsey said that he was “thor¬
oughly emban'assed” to have to speak as
the Kroepsch award-winning professor.
He gave recognition to his students
as tlie reason he won the award, not only
thanking them for their nominations and
support, but also explaining that much of
his research has been inspired by his stu¬

dents and their interests.
“I have no particular words of wisdom
about teaching,” he said. “I have a very
old-fashioned, standard, not innovative
style of teaching that works best for the
best students.”
Kelsey identifies his research interests
as “the environmental, anatomical and
neurochemical bases of rodent models of
abnormal behaviors,” or the development
and understanding of models of abnormal
behavior in humans applied to rodents.
He says that his research has been “scat¬
tered,” to accommodate student interests.
“I know a little bit about lots of things,
which unfortunately means I don’t know
See KELSEY, page 4

KIRSTEN TERRY
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

Beginning in the fall, unused guest
passes to Commons will roll over to sec¬
ond semester, thanks in part to legisla¬
tion passed in the Bates College Student
Government. A bill urging Dining Ser¬
vices to increase guest passes from three
to five per semester and to carry over
unused passes was approved in January.
Before February break, Director Chris¬
tine Schwartz agreed to the second part
of the request. This success was herald¬
ed at the government’s Feb. 26 meeting.
Although extra guest passes could
not be added due to expense, Schwartz
was willing to meet the request halfway.
“I have agreed to roll over unused
guest passes from fall semester to spring
semester, but not year to year,” she said
in an e-mail to The Student. “This will

take effect next year.”
The resolution was originally intro¬
duced by Kyle Hagenbuch TO and Maddie White ’09- After passing unanimously
on the RA floor, it moved to the Food
Advisory Committee, and was then sub¬
mitted the resolution to Schwartz for ap¬
proval.
In a year when the effectiveness of
the student government has been ques¬
tioned, members of the BCSG are eager
to spread word of this change to school
policy, which stemmed from their ac¬
tions.
BCSG President Bill Jack ’08 is espe¬
cially proud of the government’s effort
and Schwartz’s decision.
“[The guest pass roll over] is some¬
thing that students will notice, something
they will enjoy, and it occurred because
of the student government,” Jack said in
an e-mail.

Health Center loses Birth Look for a New Bates by 2019
Control Contract, Starts HPV
Vaccine Program
SAM NAGOURNEY
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

REGINA TAVANI
STAFF WRITER

The past few weeks have seen
some pertinent developments in wom¬
en’s health issues at Bates, namely the
college’s loss of its contract to dispense
oral contraception, and its recent acqui¬
sition of the HPV vaccine.
For the last year and a half, the
Health Center was able to provide oral
contraception to students at a reduced
price. The contract, which allowed
Bates; as well as many other colleges,
to sell birth control directly, was some¬
thing relatively new.
Although the specific reason for its
discontinuance is not known, the Health
Center’s Cindy Visbaras has heard that it
is linked to the Deficit Reduction Act of
2005, which attempted to curb federal
spending by limiting reimbursement for
pharmaceuticals and decrease costs of
Medicaid.

The Health Center will still provide
emergency contraception, known as the
morning after pill, directly to students.
As for repercussions of the loss of the
birth control contract, Visbaras is confi¬
dent they will be relatively insignificant.
Now that the contract has ended, the
Health Center will simply return to the
practices it carried out prior to the ac¬
quisition of the contract in 2005, which
involved a typical prescription.
“We treat oral contraception in the
same way as any other medicine,” said
Visbaras. “It will continue to be avail¬
able in the same way.”
Despite the increased convenience
of being able to directly obtain oral
contraception on campus, Visbaras not¬
ed that the numbers of students seek¬
ing to obtain the medication remained
“quite constant” both before Bates had
the contract and once the contract was
obtained. Much of this can likely be
See CHANGES, page 4
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general consensus was that to maintain
the “Bates-feeling,” new facilities should
be nice but not flashy.
Sasaki also started auditing all the
facilities on campus to provide a frame¬
work to look at individual buildings tak¬
ing into account heating, plumbing and
electrical systems. Using their framework,
Bates and Sasaki formed a Condition In¬
dex that compared the cost of bringing a
building up to standard with the cost of
J building it completely new. Conceptual¬
ized by “good condition,” “fair condition”
and “poor condition,” every building was
ranked. By “poor condition,” the Condition Index meant that the degree of renovation required is approximately the same
as cost of replacement (not that the build¬
ing was unsafe to live in).
The findings showed that in central
campus Hedge, Roger Williams and the
Chapel were the only buildings in poor
condition. Off of the quad, they found
that nearly every wood-frame building,
like Frye St. houses, was in poor condi¬
tion.
The Master Plan’s phased implemen¬
tation addresses the need to strengthen
east-west links across campus and weak

Ml Recent Buildings

The T word

Humor, Eighteenth
Century Style

Bates graduates returning to visit
in future years may hardly recognize
their alma mater. Aspiring to strengthen
links between the main campus and ar¬
eas across Campus and Central Avenues,
while addressing the relative isolation of
some residence halls, the 2003/2004 Cam¬
pus Facilities Master Plan details the pos¬
sibility of multiple new student housing
structures, a new interdisciplinary science
facility, a new athletic and fitness facility,
and several new quads.
President Hansen refers to the plan
as a road map, not a blueprint, though
the beginnings of a multi-staged plan can
already be seen on campus. Phase One
dictates a new Dining Commons, a new
residential complex (Rand Village), a new
major pedestrian corridor from Andrews
Rd. to the new Commons, a reprogram¬
ming of the use of Hedge and Roger Wil¬
liams, a renovation of the Chapel and a
detailed analysis of the physical condi¬
tions of all existing buildings.
Future possibilities include new resi¬

dence halls next to Page Hall, John Ber¬
tram Hall and the Village. Also in the
works are student housing and campus
life locations across Campus Ave., as well
as a new interdisciplinary science build¬
ing adjacent to Carnegie that would call
for a complete demolition of Chase Hall.
A new athletic facility would be attached
to Merril Gym thus bringing it closer to
Central Ave. and strengthening its connec¬
tion to the rest of campus.
Students may wonder why Bates is
spending so much on student housing.
The Maine State fire marshal has given
Bates until 2019 to to upgrade all facilities
to standards. Furthermore, the school’s
commitment to remaining competitive
with other campuses demands improved
facilities.
The process started when Bates hired
Boston firm Sasaki Associates, a company
that does a lot of master planning for col¬
leges. Sasaki began by auditing all spaces
on campus. Spaces for classrooms, of¬
fices, housing and dorm room size were
compared with other institutions similar to
Bates. Meeting with students, faculty and
staff, Sasaki determined that the quad, the
Puddle and the amphitheater were con¬
sidered “sacred spaces” on campus. The
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COURTESY OF OFFICE OF INFORMATION AND LIBRARY SERVICES
Sasaki Associates developed a "Condition Index" for campus buildings. Poor condition does not mean a building is unsafe
to live in, just that the degree of renovation required is the same as the cost of replacement.
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Letters

Non-Violent Palestinian Resistance is "Refreshing
To the editor:
I am responding to the article, “Speakers Share Expe¬
rience with Non-Violent Resistance as Part of Palestinian
Narrative Series” written by Andrew Simon. When Mahatma
Gandhi’s grandson visited Israel and the Palestinian Au¬
thority in 2004, he said to the Palestinians, “Insist on your
rights and demand your freedom peacefully.” Mr. Gandhi
was, rightfully so, a big supporter of Palestinian demands
to their own country and joined several of their peaceful

ii

demonstrations. As an Israeli, living in Israel under constant
threat from fundamental Palestinian terror, I must say that
it is refreshing to see that some Palestinians are, against
all odds, embarking upon non-violent resistance to Israel’s
long overdue occupation. It is good to see that some Pal¬
estinians realize that it is by a person’s life and not by their
death that a country shall be liberated.

As a career journalist and now a journalism educator, I
am always impressed when someone gets the story right. It
doesn’t always happen. I wanted to thank Alexandra Kelly
for the superb job she did documenting my visit to Bates
and summarizing the points made in my talk and during
my presentation about my book, "The Media and the Rwan¬
da Genocide." I have done a number of these presenta¬

LOUIS DENNIG

The phrase, “the culmination of
your undergraduate career” sparks im¬
ages of caps, gowns and celebration;
but at Bates, the culmination of your
undergraduate career is something a
little more nerve-racking: the senior
thesis. It doesn’t help that seniors are
asked to write a thesis in the midst of
applying for jobs, applying to gradu¬
ate school and realizing that very soon
there isn’t going to be a benevolent in¬
stitution to hide behind that provides
food, shelter and advice on what to do
with one’s life. Having survived this or¬
deal without too much pain, I will at¬
tempt to give a little advice on how to
make this process as easy as possible.
Write your thesis first semester, if
you can. For anyone who has to con¬
duct an experiment and collect enough
data to find significant results, such as
[science and Psychology majors, a year¬
long thesis is usually necessary to com¬
plete research. For humanities majors,
take advantage of the flexibility that is
offered and get your thesis done early.
Throughout the summer many students
worry about what they’re going to write
their thesis on and stew over their im¬
pending doom. By writing a thesis only
in the second semester, this unremitting
feeling of dread will continue through¬
out the fall.
The idea of a thesis is like a rain
cloud looming over your head, it’s not
always raining on you, but you’re al¬
ways worried about it. Finishing it
first semester metaphorically parts the
clouds and lets you enjoy your final se¬
mester at Bates.
Your thesis should be something
about which you’re passionate about,
or at least interested in and familiar
with. This helps in two ways: first,
you know that you won’t lose interest
in your work and make excuses to do
anything but your thesis; second, you
write better when you know the back¬
ground of what you’re discussing.
To thine own self be true. You
know how you work best. You might
like writing for two hours a day or get¬
ting all your other work done and pro¬
claiming a thesis day where you write
12 pages in one sitting. Work to your
strengths, but keep a schedule. Thesis
is like taking a class where you have
to write a 6-12-page paper every week,

Allan Thompson, Assistant Professor
School of Journalism and Communication
Carleton University

depending on how long-winded you
are or how dense the subject is.
Some advisors will push you to
hand in chapters very frequently, which
is a great help to the process. By hand¬
ing in a chapter every week, or every
other week, you will quickly make
progress through the thesis by break¬
ing up your work load throughout the
semester. Even if your advisor doesn’t
want you to hand in chapters very often
or doesn’t set strict deadlines for you,
do it for yourself. Instead of feeling like
you have one 120-page paper due in
four months, you’ll have a 10-page pa¬
per due once a week.
It is incredibly easy to let your work
slide week after week if your advisor
gives a lot of leeway when providing
chapter deadlines. It is a big step and
very unusual for most college students,
but you have to design your own sylla¬
bus with your own due dates for when
you’re going to finish research and
chapters.
Your thesis does not need to be
100 pages long, even if all your friend’s
theses are well over 100 pages. Bates
stresses the importance of writing suc¬
cinctly, if you can say it in 100 words
instead of 1,000, it’s likely written better
and more clearly. Almost everyone will
ask you how long your thesis is so far,
and when they do, its fine to proudly
say that you’ve written 42 pages for
your English thesis.
Your grade isn’t very important be¬
cause it’s not going to have an effect on
any other part of your life. Most gradu¬
ate schools won’t ever see your grade
when they’re making an admissions de¬
cision, and just having completed it is a
great accomplishment.
One last piece of advice: it takes
a long time to edit it, and you really
should take at least a day off between
finishing your work and making those
final grammatical edits to the work. Set
your due date at least three days before
it's due so your completed work can be
as perfect as you want it to be.
The Thesis doesn’t have to be the
terrible experience that you may believe
it is. If you break it up from week to
week, write about something you care
about and know that you’re going to
get it done because it has to get done,
you might actually enjoy the culmina¬
tion of your undergraduate career.

DIGITZ
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135,000
Amount, in pounds, that an Italian
man was fined for marrying his girl¬
friend without telling her he was im¬
potent. Despite Luca Prodi’s claim that
he had waited until marriage to have
sex and therefore didn’t know of his
condition until after the ceremony, the
court found him guilty of fraud and de¬
manded he pay the fine. Prodi’s wife
has since divorced him.

10
The number of feet that the new
Beer Launching Fridge can throw your
favorite brew. The fridge, invented by
recent North Carolina graduate John
Cornwell, is controlled by a remote
control and rotates until it is lined up
with its target. Videos of the device in
action can be found at metacafe.com. *

Giant snow penis

Snow sculpture may appear
larger than actual size.

The Vault closing

If it's not named after a
blue animal, it's not going
to work in Lewistion.

007-themed Gala

T

Shaken, stirred, or
shotgunned?

tions and have received considerable media coverage. It is
encouraging to me when the best article written so far is
published in a campus newspaper. That bodes well for the
future of journalism. Thank you for your story.

Braving the
Thesis Storm
MANAGING FORUM EDITOR

BATES RATES

Smadar Bakovic ’03

Student Journalist Gets it Right
To the editor:

Tuesday, march 6, 2007

666
The birth registration number of
Natalia Serepova’s baby daughter. Serepova, a native of Stavrpool, Russia, is
suing local officials for giving her child
the seal of Satan.

123
Weight, in pounds, of the world’s
largest cheese burger. Created by pub
owner Denny Leighey of Pennsylvania
the burger consists of an 80-pound beef
patty topped with 160 slices of cheese,
five onions, 12 tomatoes, 33 pickles and
one pound each of lettuce, ketchup
relish, mustard and mayonnaise.

Sources: ananova.com

Bates makes own
granola

Just when we thought we
couldn't get any crunchier.

G,obal warming: The $25 Million Question
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
FORUM LAYOUT EDITOR

Last month, the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change announced
that it is more than 90 percent likely
that human activity contributes directly
to global warming. As an organiza¬
tion made up of 2,000 of the world’s
leading environmental scientists, the
IPCC is a source so legitimate that its
recent release is hard to ignore. Even
Rex Tillerson of ExxonMobil, who has
spent $13 million on anti-global warm¬
ing public relations, finally admitted the
automobile industry’s contribution to
greenhouse gas emissions, (The Bos¬
ton Globe). Also directly following the
IPCC’s announcement, our own Presi¬
dent Hansen added Bates to the short
list of progressive colleges committed
to carbon neutrality, or a net zero emis¬
sion of carbon dioxide.
All of this is good news, but it still
seems as though the general response
to the crisis of global warming
is slow in coming. Nearly irre¬
futable evidence of the connec¬
tion between greenhouse gas
emissions and the planet’s rising
temperatures was available long
before this February. Scientists
are now predicting that global
average temperatures will rise
between 1.8 and 4.0 degrees
Celsius within this century, a
warming that could cause mass
extinctions, millions of displaced
persons and devastating storms
(Reuters). Usually, even a semicredible warning of Armaged¬
don spurs extreme reaction. So
why is no one preparing for the
disaster that is so believable that
it is already beginning?
To answer this question,
it seems as though billionaire
Sir Richard Branson knows something
about global warming that leading en¬
vironmentalists do not. Branson, the
owner of Virgin Atlantic Airlines, un¬
derstands the power of money as a mo¬
tivator. Last month, the entrepreneur
announced his sponsorship of a $25 mil¬
lion prize for anyone who can devise a
way to remove greenhouse gases from
the atmosphere. The contest, which
will be judged by former Vice President
Al Gore along with four other leading
environmentalists, requires that the in¬
vention remove one billion tonnes of
carbon gas from the atmosphere each
year for 10 years (Reuters).
Although Branson has been criti¬
cized for his ownership of what Friends
of Earth call an “unsustainable” trans¬
portation industry, many environmen¬
talists commend him for his innovative
contribution to the cause of deterring
global warming. As Steve Howard,
chief executive of The Climate Group
and advisor to the judges said, “For $25
million, people will do extraordinary
things.” The Virgin Earth Challenge,
as Branson has coined the contest, is
modeled after other historical prizes
that led to amazing technological ad¬
vancements. In the 1700s, clockmaker
John Harrison won 20,000 pounds for
inventing a way to measure longitude
(newscientist.com). More recently, in
2004, Mojave Aerospace Ventures re¬
ceived $10 million for the creation of
the first private spacecraft (xprize.org).
With his announcement of the largest
monetary price in history, Branson is
hoping to add a carbon-remover to the
list of great inventions spurred by mon¬
etary awards. He has also slapped a
price tag on a device that could change
the course of global warming.
There is no question that many re¬
searchers will bite at the $25 million
bait. There is, however, a question as
to whether anyone will succeed. What
J^her^is^jr^Jact^jiojnirade^^dm^to^

cure Earth of its fever? Although Bran¬
son has the right idea about incentive,
the Virgin Earth Challenge seems to be
founded on the rather unrealistic hope
that we can find a way to get around
global warming without actually chang¬
ing our lifestyles. By specifying that the
invention be a form of clean-up, the
contest ignores the fact that we already
know ways to reduce the amount of
carbon dioxide released into the atmo¬
sphere in the first place.
The problem with the alternative
solutions is that they require consider¬
able sacrifices. According to the Global
Footprint Network, which calculates
environmental impact, humans are cur¬
rently using the resources of more than
1.25 earths, a practice that is obviously
unsustainable. The Network’s 2006 re¬
port shows that high-income countries
use more than three times the resources
of middle-income countries and eight
times the resources of low-income
countries. For instance, the average

American consumes the resources of
9.6 global hectares of land while the av¬
erage Ethiopian consumes the resourc¬
es of 0.8 hectares (footprintnetwork.
org). What this essentially means is that
North Americans and Europeans are us¬
ing way more than their share and that
wealthy nations are contributing heav¬
ily to the greenhouse gas emissions that
lead to global warming.
However, correcting the imbalance
of consumption will take more than re¬
cycling bottles or writing on both sides
of paper. These daily choices are ba¬
sically negligible next to the two most
significant decisions you can make to¬
wards sustainable living: what kind of
house you live in and what kind of car
you drive. According to Global Green,
an organization committed to climate
change, driving a hybrid car reduces car¬
bon dioxide emissions by 5,600 pounds
annually and turning the heat down by
just three degrees reduces emissions by
1,050 pounds each year (globalgreen.
org). Imagine then how much emis¬
sions could be reduced if people took
public transportation instead of driving
and heated modest homes instead of
mansions. In a nation of four-lane free¬
ways and MTV’s “Cribs” this may seem
like an impossibility, but in many coun¬
tries people manage to get by and even
get around without owning a three-car
garage.
Yet in a society that is moving in¬
cessantly toward bigger and faster, a
nationwide movement toward carbon
efficiency seems unlikely. Instead of
downsizing, the American response to
global warming has often been doubt
and denial. Even a storm such as Hurri¬
cane Katrina, which killed at least 1,836
Americans (The New York Times),
failed to motivate people to take a seri¬
ous look at the potentially catastrophic
storms that accompany warming ocean
waters. The question is, then, what vSill

die before we do something?
While the death of 2,973 civilians in
the Sept. 11 attacks led to the almost
immediate invasion of Iraq, a sincere
war on global warming has yet to be
waged. This discrepancy is perhaps
due to the fact that the government
is more likely to respond to a sudden
and obvious tragedy than a gradu¬
ally formulating crisis. Many people
would prefer to adjust to minor climate
changes than try to prevent them. Ac¬
cording to Scott Barrett, director of the
International Policy Program at Johns
Hopkins, adapting to a warmer climate
might mean living farther inland or de¬
veloping a malaria vaccine - short-term
sacrifices that people may be willing to
make (bostonglobe.com).
However,
while slight global warming might be
bearable, temperatures will continue to
rise as long as we continue to put un¬
sustainable amounts of carbon dioxide
into the atmosphere. Surely there will
be a point at which the death and dis-

placement is too much to bear.
By offering the positive incentive of
money instead of the negative incentive
of human loss, the Virgin Earth Challege
is at least providing something new.
However, the contest is problematic in
that it affirms the false hope that peo¬
ple will be able to beat global warming
without making significant changes to
the way they live their lives. Although
a carbon-remover machine would be a
wonderful gift, such an easy solution to
global warming seems extremely far¬
fetched. Even if such a machine were
to be developed, the reality is that we
don’t have much longer to wait. As en¬
vironmentalist Tim Flannery said, “We
are at the last moment. Once we reach
the tipping point it will have been tak¬
en out of our hands” (Reuters). When
this tipping point will come is yet to be
determined, but scientists have warned
that it may be sooner rather than later.
With the IPCC’s recent announce¬
ment, the battle against the doubters of
global warming may be drawing to a
close. The battle that is yet to be fought
is one of motivation. In an e-mail to
the student body, Bates’ Environmen¬
tal Coordinator Julie Rosenbach stated,
“Addressing this threat successfully will
mean transforming our economy, our
institutions, our daily lives and doing so
within a generation.” What, if anything,
will motivate the people of high-income
nations to make such drastic changes?
Perhaps the answer here is not natural
disaster, but money. Although Richard
Branson’s $25 million is, in my opinion,
misused, the idea of offering monetary
rewards for global warming initiatives
is brilliant. In a consumer’s world, the
best way to get people to fight global
warming is to make it profitable and
popular to do so. By getting in touch
with the intricacies of human motiva¬
tion, environmentalists may have a bet¬
ter chance of having their plea of lusj^ake?_Hownian££eo£le^illJiiaveiito_ tainabiiitv heard._

NEWS

tHJje pate# i£>tu&ent -

TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2007

Republicans Host Conference New Lewiston Mayor Elected, with Help from
at Bates to Encourage Youth
a Bipartisan Group of Bates Students
Political Action
ANDREW KELNER
STAFF WRITER

'he Maine College Republicans, in
canction with the Bates College Repirans, hosted the fourth consecutive
Yq Leadership School at Bates on Feb.
17d 18 in Muskie Archives. The school
is ligned to help train high school and
cole students with conservative ideals
to campus activists and the next gen¬
eral of conservative leaders.
le Youth Leadership School is a twodayogram hosted by the Leadership Institi of Arlington, VA. This year’s event,
wh drew about two dozen students
froHll over Maine, taught students ef¬
fect organizational and campaign techniq; in order to lead effective grassroots
actim. Specific topics this year included
“Thteal Nature of Politics,” “Media and
Put Relations,” “Mock Elections” and
polkl crisis management.
e Maine College Republicans also
hopthat the program will motivate
studs to become further involved in
sprang the Republican message.
le strategy and skills Maine Collegepublicans will learn [at the Youth
. Leaehip School] will motivate them to
prore the positive Republican message
in ey comer of the Pine Tree State in
the aing weeks and months,” said Nate
Walt ’08, State Chairman of the Maine
Colie Republicans.
' Jathan Browher ’08, the Bates Col¬
lege publicans' First Vice-President and
Editcn-Chief of the state organization’s

newspaper, the Pachyderm Press, feels
that it is important to allow conservative
students to develop their political skills
outside of their college campus, where
they might feel intimidated.
“Conservative students on campus
have, for years, been under-represented
and their viewpoints under-valued or
misunderstood," said Browher. "Programs
such as the Youth Leadership School
provide budding leaders with the tools
necessary to build successful organiza¬
tions and to run youth efforts ,for politi¬
cal candidates. In an environment such as
the college campus, conservative students
are often without the encouragements or
the blessings of the administration. 'They
may be afraid to talk about their political
views, much less become active in causes
supporting their beliefs. YLS gives these
students not only the tools they need, but
also the motivation and encouragement
to stand up for what they believe on a
campus dominated by liberal ideologies.”
The Maine College Republicans re¬
cently returned from the 2007 Conserva¬
tive Political Action Conference in Wash¬
ington, D.C., which took place from Mar.l
through Mar. 3. They brought 72 students
to the conference, one of the largest col¬
lege delegations at the conference. Prom¬
inent speakers at the conference included
Vice President Dick Cheney, Fox News
host Sean Hannity, author Ann Coulter,
Senator Mitch McConnell and former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich.

COURTESY OF LARRY GILBERT
Members of the Bates Democrats and Republicans campaign in downtown Lewistion with new mayor Larry Gilbert.

MARIAM ALAM
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last Tuesday’s mayoral election in
Lewiston resulted in an overwhelming
win by Laixy Gilbert, who took 63 percent
of the vote. With an unusually high voter
turnout for a special election, 20 percent,
the city of Lewiston favored Gilbert over
opponents City Councilor Norm Rousseau
and Leah Poulin, a member of the School
Committee. Gilbert was sworn into office

last Wednesday at Lewiston City Hall. He
will serve until next November, finishing
the rest of former mayor Lionel Guay’s
term. Guay resigned from his position in
November 2006. In his time in office, Gil¬
bert hopes to work on the Lewiston edu¬
cation system, economic development,
and higher city government efficiency,
among other issues.
Gilbert attributes his win to his long
history of serving the Lewiston commu¬
nity, which he says speaks to his high

qualification for the job. Gilbert worked
as a patrol officer for the Lewiston Police
Department for 25 years, holding the po¬
sition of Chief of Police for the last five
years before his retirement from the po¬
lice force. Former President Bill Clinton
then appointed Gilbert as U.S. State Mar¬
shall for the District of Maine. Following
eight years in this position, Gilbert briefly
served as an assistant to Senator Susan M.
See GILBERT, page 4

l/laster Plan Takes Form
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

“wayding,” while providing a flexible
strate that allows for review at regular
inters. Because the cost of renovating
Frye d Wood Street is roughly the same
as biling anew, the eventual decision
will r be based solely on cost and will
take o account each individual build¬
ing’s Iction, location and condition.
SJarly, the decision whether to
keep lase Hall will not be decided for
somene. Chase's future is dependent
on bding an interdisciplinary science
facilirttext to Carnegie. The building
woulce so large that it would bump up
againChase Hall. On the other hand, if
Chaseall remains, the interior will have
to be npletely gutted to address the is¬
sue ofvels (of which it has about seven
or eig as well as elevators, and handi¬
cap aessibility. By doing construction
in phs, it makes decisions less perma¬
nent avell as allows Chase to be used
as a sng space so there are locations
for this being displaced. Comparing it
to a cliren's game, V.P. for Information
and Liiry Services Gene Wiemers said,
“Eventily like musical chairs, everyone
has to ve a place.”
Anier idea explored by the Master

■

■

Plan is a Wood Street quad, which would
be an addition to the already present
main, library, Village and puddle quads.
“The idea is a series of quads with very
definite links between them but some dis¬
tinct characteristics about them,” Wiemers
said. In addition to the quads, the Plan
calls for removing the oval “track” next
to the Village and setting the field closer
to the stands, which would allow for two
full-sized fields with one for football and
one for soccer.
The new Dining Commons reflects the
“distinctive Bates experience of a single,
central dining hall where students, faculty
and staff can dine together,” according to
the Plan. There will be a fireplace lounge
for students to congregate and an empo¬
rium that will sell light snacks and pre¬
packaged food.
The new Commons will feature a
“'marketplace' model of serving where
Dining Services staff prepare meals at
various stations, in full view, which elimi¬
nates lines” and allows people to sit down
before getting food, according to the Plan.
The new Commons will fix problems
present in what Wiemers referred to as
the “fully depreciated” kitchen in the cur¬
rent dining hall. Dining Services staff will
be provided with an increased arpount of

cold and dry storage spaces, in contrast
to the current Commons, which has only
enough room to store food for a day.
The new student housing facility next
to Rand is 56,000 sq. ft. and holds 152 beds
(52 doubles and 48 singles). It consists
of three linked buildings connected by
glass walkways on the second and third
floors. The main entrances will be under
the walkways in order to avoid the dif¬
ficulty of entranceways blocked by snow.
The building will have a spacious firstfloor lounge and kitchen, an all-college
lounge in the basement and small study
spaces dispersed throughout the building.
Bates’s student housing plan will not only
replace the lost beds in Hedge and Roger
Williams, but it also intends to de-densify
dorms like Smith.
Because of the new Commons, the
most traversed path will shift from beneath
the library arcade to Andrews Road. The
proposed Alumni Walk, recently changed
from Bates Walk at the request of a do¬
nor, is intended to make the trip from
Lane, Parker, Dana and other buildings to
the new Commons “into an experience,
rather than just getting there,” according
to Wiemers.
Alumni Walk will be visually unique
from the Quad. The path will be dot-

COURTESY OF OFFICE OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICES
Once the new Commons opens, Alumni Walk will be a heavily traversed path.

ted with Scilla so that in the mud season
there will be something growing from the
ground before the grass appears. There
will be spaces for outdoor art exhibits as
well as benches. Also, an amphitheater
will be constructed between Pettengill
Hall and Lane Hall. The Alumni Walk is
due to be completed by late fall 2007.
As with most Bates endeavors, the
new Commons, Alumni Walk and stu¬
dent housing are designed to be envi¬
ronmentally friendly. The new facilities
have a Siler rating based on standards

■ I
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Full-Time Paid
Teaching Internships
Tie Learning Project seeks six Interns for
the 2007-2008 school year.
Lerning Project Interns have two classroom placements
duing the school year and work collaboratively with the
Hed Classroom Teacher. There is an $18,000 stipend paid
Se tember to June as well as a generous medical benefit.
Thoe interested in the Internship Program are encouraged
t(attend one of the school's Internship Open Houses:
Friday, March 16th, l-2pm
Friday, April 27th, l-2pm

Th Learning Project is a small, independent elementary
schol located in Boston's Back Bay. For more information,
please visit www.learningproject.org.
THE

LEARNING

PROTECT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

107 Mar-borough Street, Boston MA 02116
M * -

266 8427

determined by the Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design (LEED) Green
Building Rating System developed by the
U.S. Department of Energy. Some features
include storm water management, “dual
flush” toilets that reduce water usage by
65 percent, sensor operated faucets, no
HCFC .(ozone layer damaging) refrigerants
and electrical power from 100 percent
Maine renewable energy sources. While
Bates has a silver rating, it is in name only
because the process to formalize it costs
money.
■ 1
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BCSG President Will No Longer
Chair Parking Committee
BRIANA GERRISH
STAFF WRITER

The Bates College Student Gov¬
ernment made strides to improve
campus parking by voting to separate
the parking committee from the du¬
ties of the student body president at
last night’s meeting.
President Bill Jack ’08 expressed
his opinion at the meeting that the
position of chair of the parking com¬
mittee would be best left to another
member of the Bates community.

“I’ve focused so much time for the
past 13 months on parking, especially
through e-mail and on the fly,” said
Jack. “I feel that it takes away from
me doing more global issues.”
Jack, however, expressed that the
parking committee is one of the most
important committees on campus, as
it affects a wide range of students.
Thus, the student government decid¬
ed that it would be handled more ef¬
ficiently by a person dedicated solely
to that responsibility.

Carbon Neutral Campus
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

issue.
“The time was right for Bates to step
forward,” Hansen said yesterday.
Taken from any number of perspec¬
tives, this is a big deal. The 2007 report
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli¬
mate Change has declared that there is
a 90 percent chance that global climate
change is anthropogenic, one of the stron¬
gest statements to be announced so far by
such a leading authority. Bates can now
boast that it is taking responsibility for its
own contribution to global warming.
“Global climate change is an environ¬
mental issue, but more than that it’s a hu¬
manity issue, and it’s affecting every and
all forms of life as we know it. As an insti¬
tution we are already causing greenhouse
gas emissions, and we are responsible for
reducing that amount,” said Murphy.
Furthermore, Bates can now influence
other colleges and universities,, and most
importantly its own students, to follow its
lead in becoming more environmentally
conscious.
“We are, after all, educating the lead¬
ers of the future,” said President Hansen.
“So we have both a special responsibility
and a special opportunity to instill today’s
students with a sense of the urgency and
complexities of finding tomorrow’s solu¬
tions to the problems of living on earth.”
Finally, Murphy pointed out that in a
world of limited resources, finding green¬
er energy solutions, while maybe more
expensive in the short term, will be very
cost-effective later, especially since Bates is
already in the process of rebuilding much
of the campus.
Now that Bates is going carbon neu¬
tral, the college will also be purchasing
offsets to help reach its emissions goals;

in fact, $486 worth of offsets were already
purchased last fall so that the college
would qualify for the EPA Green Power
Partnership Program. Offsets allow people
to indirectly reduce their overall green¬
house gas emissions, often by planting
trees or purchasing emissions credits from
somewhere else in the world.
“To go climate neutral, we will need
offsets to achieve net zero,” Hansen ex¬
plained. “This is because we will still have
people driving to work, still have some
waste that isn’t recycled, etc.”
The President and students who are
working on the carbon neutrality project
see offsets as just a temporary solution
along the way to greenhouse gas reduc¬
tion.
“Some think it’s just buying our way
out of changing our behavior, or guilt,”
said Environmental Coordinator Julie
Rosenbach. “I think that there is a place
for offsets in initial phases of change, as
long as we are changing.”
Both the President and BEAM mem¬
bers envision the carbon neutrality pro¬
cess to be taken on by all members of the
Bates community.
“We will see students, faculty and staff
members working hard on planning the
implementation that will be needed to
achieve climate neutrality on campus,”
said the President, pointing as an example
to geology professor Beverly Johnson’s
classroom research on bio-fuel alterna¬
tives.
BEAM will be gathering signatures at
Commons to ask U.S. Congress and State
legislature to commit to cutting 80 percent
of carbon emissions by 2050, in prepara¬
tion for April 14, the National Day of Ac¬
tion. Other upcoming events, as well as the
President’s official signed statement can be
viewed at beamnow.blogspot.com.

Changes in Women's Health Service}
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

attributed to the fact that most major
insurance companies cover the costs,
making the difference in price less of
a concern. Though certainly at the ex¬
pense of some time and convenience,
it appears the loss of the college’s
contract will not adversely affect the
ability of Bates women to obtain oral
contraception.
Another major development in
health issues involves the availability
of the HPV vaccine on campus. HPV,
a highly prevalent STD which is often
contracted without any signs or symp¬
toms, is usually cleared by the im¬
mune system. When the immune sys¬
tem does not clear the virus, however,
certain strains may eventually cause
genital warts and cervical cancer. The
HPV vaccine, developed to help pre¬
vent against these adverse effects of
HPV, has been lauded as a tremen¬
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very much about anything,” he said, to laughter from
the crowd filling the Keck classroom.
His research in Parkinson’s disease, the focus of
his lecture, was inspired by the thesis work of stu¬
dents in 2001 and has continued with other student
researchers since then. Kelsey centered the lecture
around the work of eight students from the last six
years, identifying their work in Parkinson’s research
rather than emphasizing his own.
These students, many of whom are now working
in laboratories or bound for graduate programs, in¬
clude Steven Mague ’01, Reyna Pijankowski ’01, Ryan
Harris ’02, Kim Martel ’03, Nicole Langelier ’05, Brad
Oriel ’06, Katy Reedy ’06 and Melissa Chen ’07.
Parkinson’s Disease “is a progressive, degenera¬
tive disorder of the brain,” said Kelsey, explaining that
it affects the areas of the brain that control motion.
Its cause has not yet been identified, so there is no
known cure. With his students, Kelsey’s research has
involved examination of treatments for the disease, as
well as counter-treatments for their side effects.
Developing a rodent model for Parkinson’s dis¬
ease and using measurements developed by other
researchers for the therapeutic effects of treatments,
Kelsey and his students have studied ways to coun¬
teract the negative side effects of the primary Par¬
kinson’s treatment without diminishing its therapeutic
effects.
Current research, being done by Melissa Chen
’07, suggests that caffeine, with other drugs, can help
reduce the side effects without affecting the thera¬
peutic effects, building on a study that showed that
coffee and tea drinkers are five times less likely to
develop the disease.-

1873
Congress passes the Comstock
Law, an anti-obscenity act that spe¬
cifically lists contraceptives as obscene
material and outlaws their dissemina¬
tion via the postal service or interstate
commerce. At the time, the United
States is the only western nation to en¬
act laws criminalizing birth control.
1914
Margaret Sanger coins the term
“birth control” and dares to use the
phrase in the June 1914 issue of The
Woman Rebel. For this crime and oth¬
ers, Sanger is indicted for nine viola¬
tions of the Comstock Law. Rather than
face the charges, she flees the country
to continue her work in England.
1923
Margaret Sanger successfully opens
the first legal birth control clinic in the
U.S. with the stated intent of only us¬
ing contraceptives for medical pur¬
poses, such as the prevention of lifethreatening pregnancies
1928
Almost 30 years after the discovery
of hormones, scientists at the Univer¬

Though these are the only students who have
studied Parkinson’s disease in the past few years,
Kelsey has mentored many others with other research
interests. More than 50 students have published re¬
search under his guidance.
“Having an opportunity to work with students
that good has just been a whole lot of fun,” he said.
Kelsey has been a member of the Bates faculty
since 1979- He became a full professor in 1991, and
has been the chair of the Neuroscience Program since
1997. His research interests, other than Parkinson’s
disease, include drug addiction and schizophrenia.
The late Robert H. Kroepsch established the Ruth
M. and Robert H. Kroepsch Endowed Fund for awards
to faculty members for outstanding performance as
a teacher. The award, which includes a $5,000 sti¬
pend, is given regardless of faculty rank. The Dean
of Faculty’s office invites all students and alumni from
the past five years to nominate professors, who are
then evaluated for the award by a selection commit¬
tee made up of the winners from the three previous
years.
Nominations, which are solicited in the fall, re¬
quire a letter describing specifically how the profes¬
sor meets certain criteria. They must address a com¬
mitment to education and scholarship, the ability to
convey information to students and evidence of in¬
novation in teaching methods.
This year, the Dean of Faculty’s office sent re¬
quests for nominations from more than 9,000 stu¬
dents and alumni from the past five years, receiving
more than 300 nominations.
“Among a group of wonderful teachers, Professor
Kelsey is outstanding,” Dean of Faculty Jill Reich said.
“Not only does he impart complex ideas and knowl¬
edge, but he does so in a way that builds his students’
self-confidence, motivation and desire to learn.”

Gilbert Elected Lewiston Mayor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Collins, before accepting his current appointment as
Associate Director of the Maine Community Policing
Institute at the University of Maine at Augusta.
Yet, beyond his reputable record in public ser¬
vice, Gilbert also speaks of his desire to communi¬
cate with the people as responsible for his election.
“I am here to serve the people-everyone from
the CEO, to the common worker, to the homeless
man. I communicate with all,” Gilbert said.
This attitude is clearly reflected in the bi-partisan
support that Gilbert received both in the Lewiston
community and within Bates. Both the Bates Demo¬
crats and the College Republicans offered much ap¬
preciated support for Gilbert’s campaign, handing
out leaflets, rallying on Lisbon and Main streets and
working at the phone bank prior to and during the
election. Although Lewiston is predominantly demo-

genital warts and the two strains r
sponsible for about 70 percent of cr
vical cancer cases, but Visbaras wais
students “to understand that it’s noa
carte-blanche.”
HPV affects a quarter of worrn
tested between the ages of 14 and 9,
and nearly 50 percent of women etween the ages of 14 and 24. The Ijh
prevalence explains why the vacrie
is such an important step in worrit's
health. While the vaccine is curretly
only available to women betweenhe
ages of nine and 26, studies are bng
completed to extend Gardasil to der
women.
In the meantime, health pressionstress that college-aged waen
should look into HPV vaccine.
“We’re really happy we can ofr it
to students,” said Visbaras. “I thin it’s
going to be very beneficial.”

History of Oral Contraception

Kelsey Wins Kroepsch
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dous breakthrough in women’s health.
The vaccine, called Gardasil,. arrived at
Bates on the heels of strong interest
from both students and parents alike.
A clinic being offered at the
Health Center the week of March
19 will allow women to receive the
first of three shots needed to com¬
plete the vaccination, at a price of
$150.00 per shot.
“It’s a great vaccine that I hope
people will inform themselves about,
but I want people to understand that
it’s not a substitute for pap tests, and
that those who are sexually active
should still practice safe sex,” said Visbaras.
While Gardasil is designed to pre¬
vent four of the major strains causing
genital warts and cervical cancer, it is
not a safeguard against every strain.
The vaccine does prevent the two
strains responsible for 90 percent of

sity of Rochester in New York identify
progesterone, the ovarian hormone.
They conclude that this hormone plays
a crucial role in preparing the womb
for and sustaining a pregnancy.

birth control, President Lyndo B.
Johnson pushes through legislate for
federal support of birth control f< the
poor.

1952
After lots of scientific testing, Greg¬
ory Pincus confirms that progesterone
works as an anti-ovulent in rabbits
and rats. He informs Planned Parent¬
hood of his findings and requests
more funding. The organization, de¬
ciding his work is too risky, decides
not to continue funding his research.
The "Pill Project" stagnates for lack of
funding.
1957
The FDA approves the use of the
first pill, Enovid, for the treatment of
severe menstrual disorders and re¬
quires the drug label to c^rry the warn¬
ing that it will prevent ovulation.
1964
One quarter of all couples in Amer¬
ica using birth control choose the pill.
Less than a decade after President
Eisenhower declared that the govern¬
ment should not get involved with

1967
Over 12.5 million women -©rldwide are on the pill.'
Massachusetts liberalizes itsoirth
control laws, but still prohibits thsale
of birth control to unmarried waen.
1980s
New versions of low-dosag oral
contraceptives are introduced, hese
products vary the amount of p>gesterone and estrogen in the drug tiring
the 21-day cycle and help to iduce
side effects and health risks cauid by
high-dosage pills.
2001

The FDA approves the prescption
and sale of Nuva Ring, a small rir con¬
taining low-dose hormones th can
be inserted in the cervix on a rrnthly
basis. Another popular pill alterative
widely used by American woien is
the Ortha Evra weekly patch.
-PBS.org, compiled by Mari enton
Wright
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clinics to real-world externships. Plus annual
cratic, the mayor received votes for his non-partisan
position from both registered democrats and repub¬
licans.
“I am there to serve the people. Some things I
believe in tie-in with the Democrat philosophy, oth¬
ers tie in with the Republican philosophy,” Gilbert
said.
While Gilbert’s election appears to hold prom¬
ise for the future of the Lewiston community, some
constituents worry about his previously contentious
relationship with the City Council, resulting from his
attack on the Council for overstepping the bounds of
the city’s charter. The mayor said that he is already
actively working with individual councilors to over¬
come any ill feelings that may have resulted from the
dispute.
“We have to work together and let some battle
wounds heal,” Gilbert sajfl.
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Classy New
Coffee Shop
Opens in the
Bates Mill

{Kfje Pates! ^>tubent

Contrasting British and
American Culture in Jest

JESSICA BAGGIA
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

The downtown warehouses of Lew¬
iston are transforming their flavor, ex¬
ploring and expanding the city’s culi¬
nary repertoire. Adjacent to Fishbones,
one of the latest gourmet additions, sits
Barnie’s Coffee and Tea Company.
The coffee shop boasts its status as
the “largest privately owned gourmet
coffee and tea purveyor.” Yet while this
cafe is another chain proffering lattes
and the like, there is an obvious effort
to maintain a provincial ambience. The
franchise has coupled with the Lewis¬
ton-Auburn Local Arts Agency to show¬
case local artists on the coffeehouse
walls. Barnie’s “Art and Java” program
seeks to support local artists and is
currently displaying landscape photo¬
graphs by one Mainer, Nancy Preble.
Barnie’s also manages to differen¬
tiate itself from competitors, such as
the infamous Starbucks, by its amiable
service and extensive menu. The cof¬
fee shop offers a wide array of roasts,
blending South American beans to cre¬
ate a lighter flavor or European roasted
for the darker espresso. As if those vari¬
eties weren’t enough, Barnie’s features
bizarre and tempting flavors such as
"German Chocolate Cake," "Bananas
Foster" or the more mysterious types
like “Santa’s White Christmas” and “Cool
Cafe Blues.”
For those rare, hot days or simply
the warm-blooded and brave patrons,
there is an ample selection of “freez¬
ers,” a blended drink reminiscent of a
milkshake with coffee shots. One can
order the traditional ice-blended mo¬
cha, topped with whipped cream and
drizzled with chocolate, or the more
adventurous raspberry or cookies n’
cream flavors. The freezers are ideal for
those craving something sweet without
a strong coffee taste.
Baked on site daily, Barnie’s of¬
fers great pastries, namely the “bomb.”
Shaped as the name suggests, the
spherical dessert comes in a variety
of flavors: key lime cheesecake, carrot
cake, Boston cream pie and chocolate
mousse. The chocolate "bomb," in a
decadent chocolate shell gives way to
cake and mousse layers, drizzled with
even more chocolate. Admittedly the
name alludes to more than the dessert’s
shape, it being divine.
Aside from the multitude of scrump¬
tious baked goods, Barnie’s provides a
Breakfast and lunch menu for the more
ravenous coffee drinker. One can en¬
joy a three-cheese-and-tomato Panini,
breakfast sandwich or a Caesar salad
with the beverage of choice. The sand¬
wiches are served atop a variety of fresh
baked breads. One sandwich, “the gob¬
bler,” is a Thanksgiving .feast between
two slices of ciabatta bread. Complete
with turkey, lettuce, cranberry sauce,
Cheddar cheese and stuffing, the sand¬
wich hardly leaves room for a taste of
their enticing coffee selections.
Barnie’s coffee shop harbors, not
only edible goodies, but also toys and
kitchen utensils to take home. In a small
nook one can find packaged coffee,
mugs and other various coffee-related
items.
With comfy lounge chairs, jazz mu¬
sic in the background and soft-spoken
patrons absorbed in newspapers, Bar¬
nie’s Coffee and Tea Company is soon
to become a new haven for Bates cof¬
fee lovers.

Barnie's Coffee
and Tea
Company

70 Lincoln Street
Lewiston, ME 04240

Chinese Lute
Performance
Lights Up Olin

AMELIA LARSEN/ THE BATES STUDENT
'Contrast,' known as the first American comedy, parodies the difference between 18th-century American and British life.
SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

This weekend, Gannett Theater will
host a revival of a 200-year-old play,
“The Contrast.”
The comedy was the first Ameri¬
can play ever performed in public by
a group of professional actors. It marks
a cultural shift in which Americans de¬
veloped their own comedy and artistic
expression during the revolution.
This play, with such obvious his¬
torical import, is being brought to life
by Bates dramatists. Having truncated
the script from its original, lengthy size,
Bates students and faculty have made
the production their own. They man¬
aged to transform a play, which may
seem antiquated, into a hilarious, aes¬
thetically pleasing commemoration.
In its exploration of both love and
deception, “Contrast” follows its charac¬
ters’ pursuit of a suitable spouse. From
the forlorn Maria, desperate to be rid of
a fiance she despises, to the coquett¬
ish Charlotte, plotting to steal away that
very same man, each seeks to love and
be loved, despite the play’s undeniable
complications.

Each eccentric character was deliv¬
ered with energy and effusiveness, al¬
lowing for the play’s comedic success.
Two swindling mistresses, played by
Monique Brown '07 and Anna Stockwell '08, develop a rhythm and chemis¬
try that gave their dialogue an engross¬
ing effect. This irrefutably attractive
pace and fluidity is mimicked in other
scenes, like that of the cheating Dimple
and his servant Jessamy; played by Ste¬
phen Lattanzi '08 and Thomas Chap¬
man TO.
Further enlivening their characters,
as well as emphasizing a schism be¬
tween the Yankee and the Brit, were
the masterful accents and mannerisms
the actors employ. From Chapman’s
sweeping hand gestures and impecca¬
ble British tongue to Chip Russell’s ’09
brusque southern speech and awkward
motions, the distinction is clear and
quite entertaining.
The period costumes exhibited in
“Contrast” alone make the play worth¬
while. All colorful and vibrant, the play
displays wearable works of art. Each
actress dons a puffy, ruffled gown, add¬
ing more movement to their already
expressive behavior. The actors sport

coats of patterned fabric, white tights
and velvet shorts. The costumes illus¬
trate that even the outmoded fashion of
the 18th century has, a sense of humor
in this production.
“Contrast” is the exploration of “su¬
perlatives,” as the director, Paul Kuritz
stated. Actors and audience members
alike must feel the “life or death stakes."
"There is no indifference,” he said of
these characters.
This latest Bates theatrical endeavor
suffers few flaws. Taking place in Gan¬
nett Theater, there is an added element
of intimacy, which is quite appealing.
However, with audience members
viewing on the same level and quite
closely to the actors, the audience often
watches the backs of those speaking.
Lines and invaluable facial expressions
are lost, interrupting the flow of the
play.
It seems the productions biggest
flaw is its lack of advertisement. This
comedic representation of American
history, this timeless tale of passionate
antics, is shamefully going unnoticed.
Be sure to witness the performances of
this landmark American comedy open¬
ing this weekend.

Jazz Trio Grooves Crowd

Echoes of traditional beats blended
with more contemporary sounds in
Olin Arts Center, on Feb. 28, as worldrenowned pipa virtuoso Wu Man led
the audience on a dramatic tour of this
remarkable instrument’s history and
range. From classically lyrical works
to her own modern interpretations, Wu
Man with deft skill and a charismatic
presence, demonstrated an ease and
confidence not only with the instru¬
ment, but also with her audience.
Between pieces, she gave a brief his¬
tory of the Chinese pipa, a pear-shaped,
four-stringed lute with a history of over
2,000 years. She also shared charm¬
ing anecdotes from her past, such as
the story behind the arrangement titled
“Dance of the Yi People.” Although ev¬
ery pipa player is expected to learn this
particular piece, it was banned from
public performances for many years
because it dealt with taboo subjects,
particularly love relationships. Wu Man
went on to say that after she recorded
the piece for a required music exam,
the recording was featured on the ra¬
dio and soon, public performances of it
became commonplace. “But I was only
eight,” she added with a smile, eliciting
chuckles from the audience.
She composed the final solo herself:
a modem collage consisting of select
measures from various traditional piec¬
es. The result was the highlight of the
first half of the concert, capturing the
transformation of classical ‘marital’ style
into a performance which rivaled that
of a rock 'n roll lead guitarist.
After intermission, Wu Man and
percussionist Robert Schulz (charm¬
ingly referred to by Wu Man as “Bob
from Boston”) treated the audience to
a complex, lengthy duet involving a
film screen in the background. Con¬
sisting of three ancient poems, “Ancient
Dances” combined elements of sound
and moving image to capture how the
playing style of the pipa resembles the
movement of calligraphy, bringing the
language of the poems to life.
As the final event of Bates College
World Music Week ’07, Wu Man wowed
the large crowd with demonstrations of
deft finger-picking, seemingly effortless
skill and a magnetic passion for perfor¬
mance, ultimately defining it as a fitting
end to an excellent week of music.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Village Club Series:
Warrior Poets
Mays Center
9:00- 11:00 p.m.
Thurs., March 8

Contradance
Chase Hall Lounge
8:00 p.m.
Fri., March 9

Comedian Eric O'Shea
Mays Center
9:00 p.m.
Fri., March 9

Filmboard: Night at the Museum
Olin 104
7:00 p.m. & 9:30 p.m. Fri., Sat.
2:00 & 4:30 p.m. Sun.
March 9-11

Maine Print Project
CONOR HURLEY/ THE BATES STUDENT
Jason Marsalis (left), Roland Guerin (stanoing) and Marcus Roberts (seated) performed in Olin last Saturday evening.

Bates College Museum of Art
5:30-8:00 p.m.
Fri., March 9

CONOR HURLEY
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

The Marcus Roberts Trio’s jazz
groove had heads bobbing in rhythmic
agreement at Saturday’s College Con¬
cert Series performance. Featuring Mar¬
cus Roberts on piano, Roland Guerin
on bass and Jason Marsalis on drums,
the trio performed a selection of origi¬
nal and covered music.
Roberts lost his sight at age five and
taught himself to play the piano shortly
thereafter. After being led by Guerin to
the piano, Roberts introduced his band'
mates to the audience. “This is Roland

Guerin on the bass... He loves to play
that bass, and he can,” Roberts told the
audience to a round of laughter.
Guerin showed off his talents per¬
forating his “21st century rendition” of
Charles Mingus’ “Haitian Fight Song” to
a very receptive audience. The aggres¬
sive bass riffs provoked howls of ap¬
proval from the audience.
Marsalis is the youngest son of Ellis
Marsalis Jr., the jazz pianist and broth¬
er oc the renowned classical and jazz
trumpet player.
Tie second piece the trio played
was Scott Joplin’s ‘The Entertainer’ fea-

turing solos by each of the musicians
starting with Marsalis on the drums and
finishing with Roberts jazzing up the
audience on his own and subsequently
being joined by Marsalis and Guerin to
great applause from the audience.
The Marcus Roberts Trio was the
third public performance of College
Concert Series, which concludes this
Friday, March 9, with a performance of
entirely works by Schubert by fortepianist Steven Lubin and baritone Thomas
Meglioranza.

Contrast
Gannett Theater
Fri., & Sat., March 9 &10 at 7:30 p.m.
Sun., March 11 at 2:00 p.m.

Palestinian Dabkeh
Olin Arts Center
7:00 p.m.
Sat., March 10

Kid Koala
Schaeffer Theater
8:30 p.m.
Sat., March 10

Meg Coffin ’07

BATES STUDENT ARCHIVE
JESSIE SAWYER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

When considering Bates, basketball
player Kellie Goodridge ’10 constant¬
ly heard one name echoing amongst
those in the athletic department.
Who is this athlete and where is
she hiding?
Tri-sport captain and duel-sport AllAmerican Meg Coffin ’07, currently not
cleared to play sports due to a knee
injury, is taking a year off to recover.
She will return second semester of next
year to finish classes, graduate and
complete her fourth career season in
basketball and lacrosse.
“[She] is like a real-life version of the
BFG, except she’s not all that friendly,”
said Nini Spalding ’08.
“Two words, intestinal fortitude,”
Avery Pierce TO.
Sometimes, as an athlete, being
forced to sit out of the sport you love
can be even more difficult than playing
the sport itself.
“It was really hard for me to only
be able to watch basketball this year.
Every time I go to a game, I want to
play and I miss it more,” said Coffin.
“I’ve learned a lot by watching though,
and have realized just how much I love
playing,” said Coffin.
For now, Coffin has been living offcampus and doing rehab sessions with

Bates’ certified athletic trainers in order
to gradually strengthen her knee so that
she can eventually return to the court
and field. Coffin has also set aside time
to volunteer at ACE and Bates Buddies.
In the fall, she plans to move to Kennebunkport to work prior to returning
to Bates as a student and athlete.
Before becoming a big-name ath¬
lete at Bates, Coffin attained athletic
greatness at Phillips Academy Andover
in Andover, Mass. She grew up play¬
ing soccer and basketball, competed
in track freshman year in high school
and picked up lacrosse as an Andover
sophomore.
When asked whether she has en¬
joyed playing soccer, basketball or soc¬
cer the most, Coffin stated that she gen¬
erally most enjoys whatever sport she’s
playing at the time.
Throughout her Bates athletic ca¬
reer, Coffin has found that she has
experienced an increase in her confi¬
dence which has greatly enhanced her
game.
“I try to go into every practice and
game with the mentality that I want to
get better,” said Coffin.
Although Coffin noted the chal¬
lenging transition between the three
sports fitness-wise, (mostly due to the
different muscle exertion and endur¬
ance levels required for each), Head
Lacrosse Coach Brett Allen saw skills
which Meg carried over from basket¬

ball to lacrosse.
“Defensively, we are a team that
likes to trap and double team a lot.
Meg’s basketball skills transfer very
well to lacrosse because she under¬
stands how to use the boundary, and
her teammates within the trap. She also
has great spatial awareness,” explained
Allen.
Jim Murphy, who coaches Coffin in
soccer and basketball, praised her as
an athlete and person.
“It is her intense competitiveness,
her indomitable will to win and her un¬
selfishness that separates her from oth¬
er gifted athletes. She is concerned with
only one thing: team success. To be an
All-American in both soccer and bas¬
ketball, and-all-conference in lacrosse,
I would think, is unprecedented here at
Bates. She is a remarkable athlete and a
better person,” said Murphy.
Coffin credits much of her success
as an athlete to Murphy’s coaching.
“Playing for Coach Murphy has been
an amazing experience. I’ve learned so
much from him as an athlete, and he
continually challenges me to be better.
He’s the type of coach that you want to
win for and want to play well for.”
Another inspiration to Coffin is her
father, who coached her in basketball
when she was younger.
“Throughout my athletic career he
has supported me, helped me and in¬
spired me to compete,” said Coffin.

Coffins’ leadership, spirit and ag¬
gression on the court and field con¬
tribute to her recognition as a standout
athlete. “She has a will and determina¬
tion to succeed that gives her an edge
over the average Division III athlete.
Obviously, most people recognize that
she was blessed with some natural gifts
like height, speed and coordination,
but her refusal to ever give in and con¬
cede to an opponent is remarkable,”
commented Allen.
“Meg Coffin is one of my best
friends and co-captain. I respect her
as a peer and counterpart on the soc¬
cer field. She has accomplished many
things, and I feel a special connection
with her having had her by my side in
all of the women’s soccer team’s suc¬
cesses. She is a leader on the field and
leads by example. I know she will go
on to have a great last season next win¬
ter in basketball as well as lax,” stated
teammate, housemate and friend Becky
Macdonald ’07.
“Meg Coffin is one of the best team¬
mates that I have ever played with. She
expects the most from everyone all the
time, and is not afraid to let people
know if she thinks that they can be
doing better. Meg is probably her own
biggest critic, and is always working to
make herself and her team better. She
brings a high level of intensity to both
practices and games,” added Sarah Bar¬
ton ’08.

To soccer goalkeeper Spalding,
Coffin’s competitive nature not only
manifests itself in games, but also in
everyday life.
“Meg is one of the most intensely
competitive people I know, whether it
be playing basketball, soccer or a lively
game of Beirut, she is in it to win it,”
said Spalding.
In addition to feeling Coffin’s void
on the basketball and lacrosse teams
this year, her teammates miss her pres¬
ence in the Bates social scene.
Sophomore Rachel Greenwood,
one of Coffin’s lacrosse teammates,
commented, “It’s not often you get to
hang out with someone so darn tall. I
used to hate it, but, in retrospect, I re¬
ally miss playing that game where she
holds my drink above her head so I
can’t reach it and then laughs at me
while I try to jump up to get it back
from her. In my heart I know she does
stuff like that not to laugh with me, but
at me, and a friend like that is seldom
found at this school.”
Coffin’s comeback next winter, she
hopes to lead the basketball team to a
national championship. In the past two
years, the squad has advanced to the
NCAA tournament, competing against
some of the top teams in the nation.
Said Coffin, “I’d like to win a national
title for Bates.”

Men's LAX Looks to Improve on Successful 2006
DAVID BRODER
STAFF WRITER

The month of March is responsible
for two of the best collegiate athletic
occurrences of the year: March Mad¬
ness and the beginning of the college
lacrosse season. Lacrosse is widely
considered to be the fastest growing
sport in the country. Last season the
Bates men’s lacrosse team started the
season off 9-0 and penetrated Divi¬
sion Ill’s top 25- Despite losing some
high-caliber seniors, the men’s la¬
crosse team is just as hungry for suc¬
cess this year.
This season, the Bobcats have
five captains who will be leading
the Bobcats from all over the field.
Captain Matt Erisman ’07, a first team

All-NESCAC selection last season, and
fellow captain John Kinnane ’07 will
both lead the offense while starting
on attack this season. On the defen¬
sive side of the field are captains Rory
Baldini ’07 and .between the pipes,
goalie Peter Boston ’07, who hope to
repeat the success of last year’s de¬
fense, which allowed the second few¬
est goals per game in all of the NESCAC. Finally, there is captain Amadi
Cisse ’07, a midfielder who will be
expected to make plays all over the
field. Bates also returns Justin Simon
’08 and Brent Morin ’08, who were
the second and third leading scorers
for the Bobcats last season. With this
much leadership and a very talented
underclassmen roster, the Bobcats are
a force to be reckoned with in men’s
lacrosse.

Select Few Gear up for
Division I Alpine Nationals
LUKE HASSELBECK
STAFF WRITER

■
■

The alpine ski team capped off a suc¬
cessful season by qualifying six athletes
for the NCAA Championships. Hosted by
UNH Mar. 7-10, the best Division I rac¬
ers in the country will convene on the
world-class Attitash-Bear Peak Mountain
Resort, in Bartlett, NH, for four days of
skiing. Representing the men’s squad
will be juniors Dan “Go-man” Loman
and Leo Menard; these skiers have been
standouts for Bates all season, earning
enough points for a spot in next week’s
races.
Not to be outdone, for. the first time
in the history of the world, the lady
Bobcat’s qualified more skiers than they
are allowed to send. Four women had
seasons worthy enough to compete at
NCAA’s, but unfortunately only three
skiers from each gender may compete.
Competing for the Bates women
will be Emily Sampson ’09, Megan Pap-

ineau ’09 and Liz Thompson ’09. Junior
Whitney Fahy, two-time qualifier, also
gathered enough points to ski for the
Bobcats.
Bates Alpine matched last year’s re¬
cord of qualifying six skiers for NCAA’s;
and with no graduating seniors among
the competitors, look to improve upon
that mark next season. All Giant Slalom
races will be held on Mar. 8, followed
by the slalom events on the Mar. 10. The
skiers'have the rest of the days to train
and explore Attitash’s much renowned
backcountry, and, as Sampson noted,
“Shop in the fantastic North Conway
Outlet Stores!"
While not exactly referred to as
North America’s Chamonix, and perhaps
not as exciting a location as Steamboat,
Colorado, where last years NCAA Cham¬
pionships were held, Attitash represents
a ski-hill which the Bates skiiers are fa¬
miliar with. The Bobcats hope to turn
this familiarity into success and bring
back successful results.

INTERESTED IN TEACHING?
Find out about...

The Teaching Institute
The Teaching Institute is a year-long, teaching-intensive internship program for
prospective K-8 educators. Graduates of this program emerge from their year¬
long experience with a Master’s degree in Teaching Methodology, eligibility for
state certification and a full year experience in classroom teaching.

BERWICK

Together with The University of New England,
Berwick Academy has created a uniquely afford¬
% ACADEMY
1791
Where excellence
able, effective and defensible teaching preparation
has many faces
program. The program is well-suited to recent college
For more information,
graduates as well as change-of-career candidates.
contact Ruth Rioux at
www.berwickacademy.org/about/teaching_institute.cfm
rrioux@berwickacademy.org

Come Visit us
Custom Deli Sandwiches,
Fresh Soups, Crisp Salads,
Hot Paninis and Wraps

SARNIES

Over Two Dozen Varieties of
Whole Bean Coffee
and of course

Our 10C% Arabica Coffee, Cappuccino,
Lattes and Frozen Coffe Drinks

70 Lincoln Street • Bates Mill #6
777-1111 • www.redlineroasters.com

Free WiFi with any purchase

■
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Fear Not Sports
Season's Best Sixth Place Finish in VT Fans, Better
Times Ahead
Success! Women's Nordic Skis to a
SAM EVANS-BROWN
STAFF WRITER

In their final two carnival races, the
women’s Nordic skiers finished the sea¬
son with some of their most impressive
individual results of the season.
Nicole Ritchie ’09 turned in one of
the most remarkable performances dur¬
ing the individual classic lk sprint race
hosted by Williams College at Prospect
Mountain in Bennington, Vermont two
weekends ago. After qualifying for the
head-to-head heats with a 14th place
finish, Ritchie advanced through the
quarterfinals to the semi-finals where
she placed third, qualifying for the Bfinal and assuring her at least an eighth
place finish. Not willing to settle for
eighth, Ritchie again demonstrated her
skill in sprinting, finishing second in the
B-final and sixth overall, the top finish
for a Bates woman this year, leading
the women to a season best sixth place
team finish on the day.
The following weekend, the Nordic
women participated in the NCAA Di¬

vision I Eastern Ski championships at
Middlebury College and again surprised
people with their results. On the first
day’s 5k skate race, captain Emily Poole
’07 turned in a career-best 10th place
finish, leading the team to a seventh
place result, which was only one point
behind Williams in sixth.
“I knew this would be my last col¬
legiate ski race, so I truly skied with my
heart. I didn’t want to have any regrets
when I crossed the finish line” said
Poole. “This was the best way to finish
my skiing career.”
Other scoring Bobcats were Abigail
Samuelson TO in 25th and Haleigh Arm¬
strong ’09 in 30th.
The women followed up with an
eighth place finish in the second day’s
15k classic, where the scoring racers
were Armstrong in 22nd, Samuelson in
35th and Ritchie in 36th.
As no women qualified for the
NCAA championships, this race was the
conclusion of the women’s season and
the last collegiate race for seniors Emily
Poole and Lauren Jacobs.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT
Emily Poole ’07 and Nicole Ritchie ’09 rejoice after Ritchie's sixth place sprint.

Squash Finishes Third in NESCAC, First in Maine,
Women Set Record for Most Bates Wins in Season
RACHEL KURZIUS
STAFF WRITER

Women’s squash finished their
impressive season with a great feat.
Their record of 19 wins is the highest
ever attained by any Bobcat squash
team, male or female. The women
capped off this achievement with a
final ranking of 10th in the nation,
allowing the team to continue their
six year streak of ending their sea¬
son in the top 10. The Bates women
lost at the Howe Cup title, the na¬
tionals and their last tournament of
the season, to ninth-seeded Cornell
by a score of 6-3. Before falling to
Cornell, 'the Bobcats succeeded in
defeating Colby and Bowdoin at na¬
tionals.
“It was an excellent year,” Coach
John Illig said of the record-break¬

Women's Indoor
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Rosania '08, Shelkey, Jen Marino ’09, and
Tara Higgins ’09, ran the fifth fastest time in
school history of 4:08.35.
While Moore and the DMR will be fly¬
ing to Indiana in the middle of the week,
the rest of the team is gearing up for the
outdoor season. Hartshorn was pleased
with the way indoor went.
“1 thought indoor definitely exceeded
my expectations, mainly because we had a
lot of newcomers step up; people like Ka¬
tie and Jenna and Morgan [Maciewicz TO],
they were all good surprises,” Hartshorn
said. “KMoore got a lot better and Molly
[Balentine ‘08] had a really great season.
Cassandra [Kirkland ‘08] threw five feet bet¬
ter from the start of the season to the fin¬
ish. When you take into consideration the
talent we lost last year, I think we were a
better team this year even though we didn’t
place as well as last year’s team. I thought
that people really stepped it up, and we
are further along than where I thought
we’d be at this point.”
“We have great momentum going into
Outdoor; it will be a good season for us.
Our conference is so amazingly competi¬
tive and we need to have great meets to do
as well as we want to. I think we will,” said
Hartshorn.

ing team. He cited finishing first in
the state and Bates remaining in sole
control of the third place team in the
NESCAC as two of many highlights
of the season.
For senior co-captain Kelsey Engman, the record-breaking doesn’t
stop with her team’s final number
of wins. In addition to being the
first Bates woman squash player to
beat an Ivy League opponent at the
number one spot in a match vers-'
es Cornell, she, along with number
eight spot Caroline Lemoine ’08, re¬
mained undefeated in the past week
of competition, going 5-0. She was
also one of only six players nation¬
wide nominated for the prestigious
Betty Richey award, given to an out¬
standing senior squash player.
Some of the Bates women’s
squash season did not end at the

Howe Cup. Freshmen Whitney Roll¬
er and Hannah Laverty and Charlotte
Gerrish ’08 go to the University of
Pennsylvania the weekend of Mar. 2
to compete in the individual nation¬
als. They are all in the women’s BFlight, for the players ranked 33rd64th nationally.
At the CSA Team Nationals, held
at Yale University on Feb. 25, the
men’s squash team secured the final
College Squash Association ranking
of 12th in the nation. In the tourna¬
ment, Bates first fell to bitter rivals
Navy by a score of 7-2. They earned
the 12th position in the tournament
after losing to Amherst 5-4 in the de¬
ciding 11-12 match.
In the match 'against Amherst,
Bates won at the top four positions.
However, the men were put in a
tough position after an unexpected

Tune in next week
to see Tommy's NCAA
Basketball Tournament
Bracket and read the
logic behind his picks.

Murphy Blames
Men's Bailers Make Early Exit from
Himself for
Tournament with Loss to First-Seeded Amherst
Final Result
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

DAVID BRODER
STAFF WRITER

full court pressure defense, relentless
rebounding and running a fast break at
every opportunity. We did not do any
of those things well or with any con¬
sistency. In our conference, you don’t
out-talent an opponent, you must out¬
work them. That did not happen con¬
sistently.”
Although Murphy was critical of the
season as a whole, he again takes re¬
sponsibility for the team’s losses. “I have
to take responsibility for not doing a
good job of coaching this year’s team.
We should have done better.”
Despite the disappointments in the
season, the team also has had some
games of which to be proud. Murphy
noted the team’s bout against Williams
as a season highlight. “It was a game
where we played tough, skilled, intel¬
ligent basketball.”
The team hopes to emulate such
intensity in the entirety of next year’s
season. “We have to get back to play¬
ing our style of basketball. I have to
become a better coach, and the players
must improve on the fundamentals of
the game,” Murphy summarized.

Upcoming
Home
Games

Bates entered the NESCAC play¬
offs having lost four of their last six
games, which unfortunately gave them
a date with Amherst, the top seed in
the conference and the third ranked
team in all of Division III basketball.
Bates played what may have been one
of their better games this season. Ear¬
lier in the season, Amherst trounced
Bates by 15 in Alumni. However,
this time around, the Bobcats led at

various points in the game and came
within five points of the tremendous
upset. Although the game ended in
a 72-68 loss, it should be noted that
no other team ever came within four
points of Amherst this season except
for the two games that they lost this
season.
Despite coming up short, Bates
finished the season with 18 wins, ty¬
ing a former record set by the Class
of 2007 their firstyear. Over their four
years, John Lattimer ’07, Damon Mc¬
Ginn ’07, Zak Ray ’07, Rob Stockwell
’07 and Sam Taylor ’07 won at least

18 games every season and left Bates
with a 75-29 record, by far the best
four year span in Bates men’s basket¬
ball history. This season, they also set
a new record, starting the season off
11-0. On an individual level, co-captains Ray and Stockwell both earned
first team All-NESCAC honors, with
Ray being named the NESCAC Defen¬
sive Player of the Year. It is safe to
say that the Class of 2007 left their
legacy on Bates men’s basketball, and
the remaining members of the men’s
basketball team will continue to suc¬
ceed next year.

Nordic Men Finish Strong
LAUREN JACOBS
STAFF WRITER

Men’s Nordic finished their season
with strong results. The carnival, host¬
ed by Middlebury College, was held at
their Bread Loaf Campus in Vermont
and also served as the NCAA Eastern
Championships. Friday’s race was a
10k skate and the men’s team finished
in fifth place with 93 points. The ski¬
ers were only one point behind Mid¬
dlebury and two points behind the
University of Vermont, demonstrating
the close results that seemed to be the

theme of the weekend. Sylvan Ellefson
’09 was fourth and only 11 seconds
out of second, managing to break up
a Dartmouth sweep of the top five.
Sam Evans-Brown ’09 was 14th and
Dylan McGuffin TO was 29th.
Saturday’s 20k classic race was fast
and furious, with many skiers mak¬
ing that final push to qualify for the
NCAA Championships. Evans-Brown
skied to a personal best 12th place
and Brandon Cooper TO had his best
classic result of the year with a 15th
place finish.
“Sam and Brandon both skied
great in the classic race,” said Captain

Martin Benes ’07. “That should give
them momentum and motivation for
next year.”
Ellefson, who suffered from wax¬
ing difficulties, still managed to keep
the three scoring Bobcats in the top20 by skiing to 18th. At the conclu¬
sion of the races, Ellefson was named
a member of the Men’s All-East Nordic
team. While the rest of the Bates men
have concluded their collegiate sea¬
son for the year, Ellefson will contin¬
ue training for the NCAA Champion¬
ships which will be held in Jackson,
NH from Mar. 7 through Mar. 10.

Rowers Impress in Florida Pre-season
ERIC ARMSTRONG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

1 p.m. Mar. 10 Men's

Tennis vs. Babson
3 p.m. Mar. 10 Women's

Tennis vs. Smith
<;■

injury in their first match; number
five spot Jordan Greenberg TO was
unable to play due an injury incurred
while playing Navy. Against Navy,
only top two spots Ricky Weisskopf
’08 and Sean Wilkinson ’08, pulled
through with the win.
Weisskopf (25-3 for this season)
and Wilkinson (23-5) continue their
season with the Indivdual Nationals,
held at the University of Pennsylania,
as does Kush Mahan TO. Weisskopf
and Wilkinson will both compete in
the A-Flight, for the top 32 ranked
players in the United States; Mahan
takes part of the B-Flight, which is
for players ranked 33-64. Weisskopf
is hunting for his third All-American
title, which is awarded to the top 20
players nationally, as decided by the
results of the Individual Nationals.

ary from other monotonous sports
months, such as July and August:
the weather. The cold days and
nights of February make activity
that would occur in the summer
nearly impossible. People find time
to ski, but most spend an inordinate
amount of time inside, probably
watching television. And if you’re
a sports fan, well, you’re probably
going to watch sports. Thus you are
forced to watch sports on TV, and it
is largely dull.
So it comes as no surprise, then,
that the transition from February to
March is my favorite time of year. As
a Bates student, the arrival of Mar.
1 is a welcome sign. The semester
is nearing conclusion, Short Term is
fast approaching and for most se¬
niors the arduous process of thesis
is only a month away from conclu¬
sion (which, in retrospect, is only a
good thing for some people).
Climate-wise, March brings with
it the promise of better weather; the
warmer and longer days serve as a
harbinger of the spring that awaits.
But, perhaps most importantly, the
beginning of March means the end
of February. Finally, I can say good¬
bye to the year’s worst sports month,
and productively procrastinate on
my coich. March is here, and the
Madness will soon begin.

n

While many Batesies relaxed over
February break, and an unlucky few
wrote their theses, the Rowing team
was hard at work in Deland, Florida.
The team practiced twice a day, and
they had an especially hard workout
after a boat was broken. After a week
of grueling practices, the team! opened
their spring season at Lake Beresford in
the Stetson Sprints regatta competing
against schools such as the University
of Florida, Stetson University, Embry
Riddle University and the University of
Tampa.

Despite difficult conditions, the
course was shortened from 2000m to
1500m because of extensive debris
caused by tornadoes in Deland, Bates
performed well. The two men’s Varsity
eight boats placed first and second. The
women’s Varsity eight ‘A’ boat placed
second and the ‘B’ boat came in about
12 seconds later, placing fourth.
Sophomore rower Laura Hubbell
noted, “The competition was not as
challenging as what we are used to
competing against.”
The novice rowers were also suc¬
cessful, with both the men’s and the
women’s Novice eight boats placing
first. This'was especially exciting for first
year rowers who experienced their first

spring collegiate regatta in Florida.
“It was freakin’ awesome,” said
James Grant TO.
In the men’s pair race, Brad Sher¬
man ’08 and Matt Martone ’09 took first
place and Kyle Rogers ’07 and Dylan
Eberle ’08 placed second. In the wom¬
en’s pair race, Jeanethe Falvey ’07 and
Gabby Voeller ’07 placed third. This
was the first time that Bates Rowing has
competed in a pair race.
After their outstanding performance
in Florida, the team has about a month
to prepare for their next regatta on April
7, when Bates is scheduled to host a
scrimmage with the University of New
Hampshire.
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TOM LEONARD '78/COURTESY PHOTO
Kathryn Moore '07 and the distance medley relay team participating at ECACS.

ANDY PERCY
STAFF WRITER

The NCAA announced on Monday
morning that both Kathryn Moore '07 and
the Distance Medley Relay team, com¬
posed of Katie Bash ’10, Izzy Alexander
’09, Jen Caban ’07 and Moore, qualified
to compete at Dill Nationals this week¬
end. Nationals will take place at the RoseHulman Institute of Technology in Terre
Haute, Ind. The announcement marked
the end of a season filled with uncertainty
as to whether Moore would qualify in the
5,000m run and the DMR team would be
among the top ten in the country.
While most of the team did not com¬
pete at the ECAC Championships at Wes¬
leyan this past weekend due to Friday’s
snowstorm, the DMR team braved the ele¬
ments for one more shot to elevate them¬
selves from eleventh on the list to the top
ten.
The team broke the school record with
a time of 10:05.21 (and those hundredths
of a second really did matter), the ninthfastest time in the country after competi¬

tion across the nation had ended Saturday
night. Even more impressive was that the
team ran for the first time on a “flat track,”
as opposed to Boston University’s banked
track, which generally runs four seconds
faster.
“We went into the .race confident
about where we would place but that
wasn’t as important as just making sure we
all tried our hardest,” said Bash. “We didn’t
even really talk about the whole Nationals
thing so much as just making sure we left
with no regrets, knowing it could be the
last time we ran that relay together (since
both Caban and Moore are graduating this
Spring).”
Head coach Jay Hartshorn said that
while she thought it was a good decision
to hold back the rest of the team, sending
the DMR was a good move.
“I’m really glad that we went and ran
faster,” said Hartshorn. “If we hadn’t gone,
Bowdoin would have been ninth at 12:05
low, and we would have been tenth at
12:08 high. That could have been a cir¬
cumstance where [the Nationals commit¬
tee] said ‘let’s only take nine teams because
of that time differential.’”

In addition to the DMR, Moore was
the last individual to qualify in the 5K.
Moore’s time of 17:30 that she ran on Jan.
26 is the fifteenth fastest time in the coun¬
try, and she will look to add to her indoor
and outdoor All American titles she earned
last year.
Co-captain Julie Shelkey ’07 also
competed at Wesleyan, in the pole vault,
where she finished an impressive fifth and
matched her lifetime personal record of
10-06.75. After spending most of the sea¬
son around 10-03, it was encouraging for
both Shelkey and her coaches to see her
peak in her final collegiate indoor compe¬
tition.
“Everything’s been falling into place,
especially with [men’s coach] Coach Fresh’s
help,” said Shelkey. “It’s nice to peak at the
end of the season, and I wish I had an¬
other attempt, but I can’t complain with
any of it. My goal for outdoor will be to get
the school record of 11-00.”
, “Julie did great,” said Hartshorn. “Even
from her first jump I knew it was going
to be a great day. That first jump might
have been her best of the day; she was
way over it and beat her seed mark by a

lot. At 11-01 she went out and had great
attempts, but it just wasn’t there. She was
happy and she really competed well and
it was definitely by far her best meet of
the year. It’s [the school record] is going to
come; we just have to be patient.”
Also of note is Alexander’s- perfor¬
mance at the Open New England Cham¬
pionships at Boston University two weeks
ago. On Friday night’s 500m dash trials
she broke her own school record by 2.04
seconds. On Saturday’s finals she broke it
again by 0.80 seconds in 1:16.25, which
placed her eighth among runners from all
divisions in New England.
“Those two races went better than I
thought they were going to,” said Alexan¬
der. “It was nice to have that experience
racing with these really fast people [from
higher divisions].”
At the same meet the 4 x 800m relay
team of Alexander, Bash, Caban and Jenna
Ligor ’10 broke the twenty-seven-year -old
record set in 1980 by seventeen seconds
with a time of 9:39.7. In addition, the 4
x 400m relay team, consisting of Amy
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Women's Hoopsters Beat Amherst, End Season
with Disappointing: Loss to Tufts
JESSIE SAWYER
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s basketball team
capped off the NESCAC tournament
with a victory. After losing to Amherst
earlier this season] the Bobcats got re¬
venge by defeating the Lord Jeffs, 6353, in a quarterfinals duel.
“We played well against Amherst,
particularly on defense. We made Am¬
herst work for every shot they took and
made many hustle plays that resulted in
baskets,” commented Head Coach Jim
Murphy.
According to Murphy, Captain Katie
Franklin ’07 shot solidly from behind
the arc, sinking a game-high 15 points
and hitting five for nine from the three-

point mark. Matia Kostakis ’08 and Sar¬
ah Barton ’08 melded, executing fluid
inside-outside combinations. Kostakis
and Barton both bucketed 11 points.
Val Beckwith ’09 collected a teamhigh eight balls off the glass. Amherst’s
Shaina Pollack ’08 hit a team-high 12
points.
The Bobcats held the advantage
in scoring efficiency throughout the
match, draining 46.6 percent from the
floor (34 for 73) and 50 percent from
the free-throw line (four for eight). The
Lord Jeffs shot 37.7 from the floor (29
for 77) and 28.6 percent from the char¬
ity stripe (two for seven). Amherst had a
35-34 edge on rebounds. Bates’ victory
improved its season record to 15-9 and
advanced the team to the semis to face
second-seeded Tufts.

Men's Indoor Takes
19th of 55 at ECACs
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER
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Inclement
weather
and
a
change of plans prevented many
of the men’s indoor track team’s
ECAC qualifiers from competing
this weekend at the two-day event.
This final championship meet saw
only five Bates’ competitors, with
stand up performances all around.
Despite the lack of team mem¬
bers present, the Bobcats still
managed to finish 19th out of
55 teams, in a four-way tie with
CCNY, Alfred University and Coast
Guard.
On Friday night, Erik Born ’10,
Noah Glick ’10 and John Miley ’08
all competed in the men’s indoor
pentathlon. This arduous event
took almost all day, and saw 14
competitors overall.
John Miley finished first for
Bates, second overall, with a
score of 3,312 points. Miley, who
had many consistent performanc¬

es throughout the day, won the
1,000m run, the closing event, with
a time of 2:45-36. Glick finished
12th overall with 2,896 points and
Born finished right behind him
with a total of 2,859 points.
On Saturday, co-captain Noah
Gauthier ’08 took third place in
the men’s weight throw and eighth
in the shot put, with distances of
17.62m and 14.62m respectively.
Gauthier was pleased with his per¬
formance, as he will be competing
at the NCAA Division III National
Championship meet this coming
weekend. ,
“I just wanted to put out a
strong, solid effort, especially in
the weight throw, to get ready for
next weekend,” Gauthier said.
Also competing for Bates was
Matt Lopez ’ 08 in the weight
throw. His throw of 14.92 m put
him in 15th place out of 22 com¬
petitors.

“Tufts will be a much more difficult
opponent as they have won six of their
last seven games. We will have to play
better defense, rebound well, and create
good shots by running our fast break,”
said Murphy prior to the contest.
However, a week later, Murphy
found himself disappointed. The Bob¬
cats were trailing to the Jumbos 29-9
at intermission, leading Murphy to say
that in first half play, Bates was “inept
in every phase of the game” and were
out-hustled by the Tuffs women.
“Tufts played a fine game, but,
when a team only scores 39 points as
we did, that team will not win,” Murphy
added.
Although he was dissatisfied with
the outcome of the NESCAC semifinals,
Murphy blamed himself for his team’s

performance. I take full responsibility. It
was quite obvious I didn’t get the team
ready to play.”
The Bobcats attempted to erase
their 20 point deficit in the second half,
playing spirited ball. Yet the score gap
was too wide to overcome.
The loss closed a Bobcats’ season
which Murphy characterized as un¬
derachieving; the team finished 15-10
overall in comparison to last year’s 199 record. Murphy felt the Bobcats suc¬
cumbed in games they should have
won.
“There were too many games where
we did not play with passion, intensity,
and enthusiasm. The trademark of Bates
women’s basketball has been intense,
See MURPHY page 7

Swimmers End Season with
Many Individual Accomplishments
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

With most of campus enjoying a week
without classes during winter recess, the
Bates men’s and women’s swimming and
diving teams spent much of their time in
the water. The women’s team traveled to
Williams College before vacation for the
NESCAC Championship meet, finishing
10th overall. Meanwhile the men traveled
to Bowdoin College for an llth-place fin¬
ish.
The women raced from Feb. 16-18
and swam their way to solid times. Firstyear backstroke swimmer Katelyn Drake
finished eighth in the 50 backstroke finals,
followed by Emily Swenson’s ’08 llth-place
finish in the consolation final. Junior Annie
Barton also finished 14th in a consolation
final in the 200 Individual Medley. On the
boards, All-American Kelsey Lamdin ’09
took second and fourth in the lm and 3m
finals. Junior diver Tasha Rosener landed
eighth place in the 3m finals.
The women’s meet did not go with¬
out record highlights. Drake’s 100 and 200

backstroke races set new Bates records at
1:00.56 and 2:09.81. Lamdin also set new
team records on the lm board in the six
and 11 dive events. Cunently Lamdin is
training to represent the Bobcats at the
women’s NCAAs at the University of Hous¬
ton.
After training over vacation, the men’s
swimming and diving team had their turn
in the water from Feb. 23-25 at Bowdoin.
Lone diver Dan Peny ’08 took eighth in
the 3m finals to help give the men some
points. In the water, backstroke swimmer
Chris Berry ’09 took tenth in the 50 and 100
backstroke, and 12th in the 200 backstroke
consolation finals. Senior Charles Swanson
finished 18th in the 200 IM preliminaries
and lifetime bests in all of his events. The
800 freestyle relay of Swanson, Jake MacNaughton 10, Betty and Taylor Sosnowski
10 placed eighth. The Bobcats finished
10th in the 400 freestyle relay and ninth in
the 200 freestyle relay.
With NESCAC Championships come
and gone, the 2007 swim season is over for
the Bobcats. Yet the season ended with an
astounding 67 personal best times at NESCACs.

For someone who doesn’t ski,
like me—and even for people who
do—the winter season significantly
restricts the activities a person can
do. As a result, much of my free
time is spent indoors doing one of
three activities: drinking, watching
television or both. When I happen
to be nestled on my couch and flip¬
ping channels, there is a roughly 90percent chance that I’ll be watching
something related to sports. I’m not
necessarily proud of this fact, but
I’m definitely not ashamed of it, ei¬
ther. Regardless, I feel I have a gen¬
eral sense of the American sport¬
ing scene’s pulse, and from wasting
countless hours watching pointless
games and shows I can assure you
of one fact: February is the worst
sports month of the year.
Understanding why February is
a horrible sports month is pretty
simple: it lacks major events. The
headline sporting event is the Su¬
per Bowl, possibly the most over¬
hyped spectacle in the entire world.
Rarely does the game, commercials
or inane halftime show ever live up
to the expectations, and at the con¬
clusion of the event, everyone in¬
volved—except the fans of the win¬
ning team and those who profited
from the game—seems genuinely
disappointed. NASCAR has the Day¬
tona 500, but I haven’t heard too
much NASCAR chatter on the Bates
campus recently. Other top-billed
events of the month? Well, All-Star
games, of course! Who doesn’t en¬
joy watching athletes yuck it up,
enjoy their wealth and half-ass a
game? The Pro Bowl and NBA both
hold their showcases in February,
and so does the NHL, though it is
still up for debate whether profes¬
sional hockey is still a sport. Other
than those games, the closest thing
to a “sporting event” in February is
the NFL Combine. What isn’t en¬
grossing about watching football
players sprint and shuttle around
cones? You got me.
With football firmly out of the
picture, basketball takes the spot¬
light. While basketball remains my
favorite sport, it is hard to get too
excited about most nightly NBA
games that the Phoenix Suns aren’t
playing in, and it’s hard to really en¬
joy college games knowing March
Madness is right around the corner.
Unlike football, a single basket¬
ball game cannot stand on its own;
there is nothing in college or pro¬
fessional basketball that can equate
to NFL Sunday. So while basketball
can produce highlights and night¬
ly stories, you just don’t get that
enthused by it. And with baseball
barely making a blip (pitchers and
catchers report, yawn), February
lacks a real sporting identity
It also doesn’t help that Febru¬
ary is bracketed by perhaps the two
best sports months of the year. Jan¬
uary ends the college bowl season
and has the NFL playoffs in addition
to displaying as much basketball as
any other month. It’s also the first
month of the New Year—not too
shabby. March barely even requires
a description. You have the start of
NFL free agency (take that, Com¬
bine!), the increased intensity of the
NBA, spring training in full swing
and that little college basketballthingy. February pales by compari¬
son. Sure the Super Bowl winner
was crowned during the month, but
that practically blends into January
(and sometimes it actually does).
Otherwise, there is not really a no¬
table occurrence. February’s biggest
story was that former NBA player
John Amaechi is gay. Nothing else
compared, which was indicative
of the speed of sports news: slow.
ESPN knew this. How else could you
explain their attempt to promote
college basketball by titling weeks
with asinine names such as “Judg¬
ment Week” or “Rivalry Week”?
Something else separates FebruSee FEAR page 7

