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Third Time’s a Charm
PAUL LOMBARDI

STAFF WRITER

In a 2-1 in overtime thriller against
Daniel Webster College last Sunday,
the men’s hockey team exorcised their
playoff demons by winning the 2007-08
NECHA Cup. In the last two seasons,
they won the league championship but
failed to capture the tournament trophy.
This year, they finally accomplished
both.
After completing a regular season in
which the Bobcats went 13-2, Bates was
primed to succeed in the playoffs. Fol¬
lowing their three-year league cham¬
pionship winning streak, the Bobcats
were focused on finally bringing home
the NECHA Cup. Last year, the Bobcats
bowed out in their first playoff game.
The experienced team was not going to
let that happen again.
After a bye week,* Bates played
Rhode Island College in the second
round of the playoffs, a team that they
•had beaten twice in the regular season.
Rhode Island played a tough game but
Bates was able to wear them down and
come away with a 3-2 victory. Sopho¬
more Wes Chaput and junior Jeremy
Rogakski scored the Bobcats’ first two
goals. Junior Mark DelGiudice netted
the game winner to propel Bates into
the final against rival Daniel Webster
College.
The Bobcats entered last Sunday’s
championship game on a high but found
themselves trailing 1-0 in the third peri¬
od. The Bobcats refused to bow down.
Halfway through the third period On
a power play halfway through the pe¬
riod, sophomore Paul Stanton fed the
puck to sophomore forward Sam Boyer,
who beat Daniel Webster’s goalie and
tied the score at 1-1. The third period
ended in a tie and the teams entered
sudden death overtime. In overtime,

New Buildings
Will Remain
Nameless Until
Donors Pledge
Millions
REGINA TAVANI

MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

PAUL DELGIUDICE/COURTESY PHOTO

The men's hockey team poses with their trophy after triumphing over Daniel Webster in the NECHA championship.

Rogalksi passed the puck down low to
Wes Chaput who squeezed the puck
between the goalie's legs and into the
back of the net, giving Bates the 2-1 OT
victory. Much credit should be given to
junior goalie Ryan Rollo who, after mak¬
ing more than 30 saves in both playoff
games, many teammates considered the
MVP of the playoffs.
Seniors and juniors on the team
were especially excited after the win.
After two straight regular season league
championships and no NECHA Cup, the
upperclassmen were determined this

season. Rather than get nervous after
winning the league championship again
this year, the Bobcats never dwelled on
the past. They simply focused on the
task at hand and were able to bring a
championship trophy back to a champi¬
onship-deprived Bates campus.
The men’s hockey team, wearing
their championship medals around their
necks, brought the NECHA Cup into the
new Commons last Sunday evening
and received cheers and congratula¬
tions from their classmates. After years
of success, the team is finally beginning

to get the recognition and respect that it
deserves. Hopefully with more success
in the future, the team’s reputation will
continue to rise.
Next season the team may have the
chance to move up to conference A
and face tougher opponents, most no¬
tably in the Boston area, giving them a
chance at winning a national title. That
decision will be made by members of
the team in the future. For now, the
Bobcats can enjoy their victory and the
recognition and respect from their peers
it has brought them.

In light of the recent wave of campus
construction, a number of new build¬
ings on campus currently sit nameless,
referred to with unofficial names such
as “New Rand” for the new residence
hall on 280 College St. and “New Com¬
mons” for the new dining facility.
In an attempt to tie philanthropy and
fundraising into the naming process, the
Office of College Advancement uses a
donor program to get campus buildings
and important facilities within them of¬
ficially named, while also offsetting the
high costs of newer buildings.
A gift of $12 million is needed to
name the new Commons building. The
naming of the new residence hall re¬
quires a gift of $8 million, and each of
the flankers can be named for $2 mil¬
lion a piece.
Julie Walker, Interim Director of
Leadership Gifts and Donor Programs
for the Office of College Advancement,
said that Advancement is also seeking
to name a number of significant spaces
inside the new Commons building, in¬
cluding the dining room itself, the servery area and the fireplace lounge.
Walker explained that early in the
College’s history, buildings were often,
in a relatively informal process, named
to honor someone prominent in the
See BUILDING NAMING, page 2

Smooth Transition to New Commons for Staff, Students
REGINA TAVANI

MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

ELIZABETH MITCHELL/THE BATES STUDENT

Brick oven pizzas, prepared before eager students, have proven a wildly popular part of the new Commons menu.
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Right in the middle of what has
been a long, cold and snowy semes¬
ter, students got a welcome change to
their routine with the much-anticipated
opening of the new Commons, which
served its first board meal Sunday eve¬
ning following break.
The transition to the new dining fa¬
cility, a move that took place over a pe¬
riod of four days during break, went ex¬
tremely smoothly, according to Director
of Dining Services Christine Schwartz.
Schwartz said that while she heard hor¬
ror stories of plumbing problems and
electric malfunctions from other colleg¬
es making similar transitions, there were
no major glitches in the move. “We’ve
been very lucky,” she said.
One of the most popular features of
the new Commons has been the brick
oven pizza station. While Schwartz be¬
lieves the overwhelming interest will
temper with time, the current demand
for' pizza has been an enormous draw
on labor that Dining Services cannot
meet. To help alleviate this, Dining
Services has been and will continue to
introduce other items out of the brick
oven, including meatball sandwiches,

seafood frittatas and make-your-own
casserole. Other popular new additions
to the menu include the whole wheat
pasta and vegan pasta, Schwartz said.
Despite the 300 additional seats the
new facility boasts, many students have
still found it difficult to find a free ta¬
ble during the busiest hours of the day.
Schwartz said that the crowding is in
part due to the fact that the swing space
across from Milt’s Market is not yet
open. The booths in the swing space
were the wrong size and are in the pro¬
cess of being remade. The area has also
experienced malfunctions with its slid¬
ing doors. Schwartz said that when the
swing space is opened, which should
be soon, about 100 additional seats will
become available.
Another reason for the crowding,
Schwartz believes, is students forget¬
ting the new facility’s later hours and
being eager to get to Commons early
due to its novelty. Schwartz said that
one evening last week Dining Services
carded 980 people between 4:30 p.m.
and 6 p.m. and another 600 between 6
and 8:30 p.m. Schwartz is confident that
these patterns will change as students
adjust to Commons’ new schedule.
Commons workers have been exSee NEW COMMONS, page 2

Panel Calls for Better Use of North Woods
MATT MARIENTHAL

ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

On Wednesday, Feb. 27, the Harward Center for Community Partner¬
ships hosted the final event of the Civic
Forum Series with a panel discussion
entitled “Reimagining the North Woods:
The Changing Environment of Maine.”
The panel consisted of three speeches
and a group discussion.
The first speaker was David Vail,
Professor of Economics at Bowdoin. He
started his speech by giving “seven indi¬
cators as to why reimagining the North
Woods is necessary.” These included the
collapse of industry, economic distress,
an aging population, the absence of a
consistent development policy, the rising
cost of fuel, transformation of land own¬
ership and climate change.
As solutions to these problems, Vail
proposed “a new generation of forest
products,” and the establishment of a
world class tourism industry. He stressed

that the forest can produce many sources
of renewable energy. He also stated that
the key to a profitable tourism industry
is a strong commitment to service. Vail
said, “The wage earners are the ones that
are face-to-face with the tourists.”
The second speaker was Matt Polstein, an entrepreneur from Millinocket,
Maine. He claimed that “natural assets
and their use define the future of Maine.”
Polstein Relieves that the people in the
North Woods are not accruing the bene¬
fits from the natural assets they possess.
In order to extract these benefits, the
North Woods must develop a competi¬
tive tourism industry, and sustain the de¬
creased revenue which the paper mills
are yielding. To develop a profitable
tourism industry, Polstein suggested that
Maine strive to provide attractions be¬
sides outdoor activities. As examples he
cited spas'and improved dining. Polstein
is already attempting to make this a real¬
ity through his new resort at Katahdin.
The final speaker was Ted Koffman,

a Maine state legislator and professor at
the College of the Atlantic. His speech
focused on preserving the beauty of
Acadia. He said that private developers
were already starting to crowd the rim
of the park. If this continues, it could
be very detrimental to the park’s ability
to attract tourists. When referring to the
developments, Koffman said, “you don’t
want to drive through New Jersey right
after you leave New Jersey.”.
Koffman spoke about developing
“Maine’s brand” as a breathtaking out¬
door experience. As Koffman stated,
“people never get any less inspiration
frt>m seeing a sunset.”
The panel effectively recognized
signs of economic depression within
the North Woods region; however, they
were very hopeful about the state’s abil¬
ity to revamp the area by utilizing sev¬
eral different industries. The panel was
adamant that the environment need not
be sacrificed in order for economic de¬
velopment to occur.
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Comm. Nominess Approved,
Amandla! Holds Forum to Discuss Role of
Black History Month in American Education Portland Rides in the Works
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

NAIMA MURPHY
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As February drew to a close, Aman¬
dla! hosted a forum to discuss the
politics surrounding the month’s des¬
ignation as Black History Month. The
forum, entitled “Why Do We Celebrate
Black History Month?” was led by Jesse
Boswell ’ll and Jasmine Beane ’ll and
based on a topic inspired by a white
classmate’s question earlier that month.
The forum was meant to lay a founda¬
tion that would later be accompanied
by personal accounts and desires of fu¬
ture Black History Month celebrations.
Alongside student participation, the
forum opened its doors to administra¬
tors and welcomed special guest Corey
Harris ’91. Harris, who spent a week on
campus attending a variety of events, is
not only an alumnus but also the re¬
cipient of the 2007 MacArthur “genius
grant’’ and a recording blues musician
who has toured alongside B.B. King,
Dave Mathews Band and Ben Harper.
The level of education he has gath¬
ered during and after his experiences
at Bates, ranging from exploring musi¬

cal traditions in Mali to participating in
Teach for America in New Orleans, al¬
lowed Batesies to see the multitude of
opportunities available after college.
At the forum, held in a roundtable
style, attendants engaged in conversa¬
tion surrounding why Black History
Month is so important. Many decided
to share their personal experiences
with black history in their elementary
and high school educations.
While stories ranged from disgrace
to satisfaction, there was a general
consensus that an issue exists within
public education regarding the oppor¬
tunities for black students and their
counterparts to understand the impor¬
tance of black history in American his¬
tory books.
As the discussion progressed,
Harris pointed out the incredible re¬
sponsibility that black parents have to
provide the education that white insti¬
tutions often neglect. As a group, those
in attendance struggled to see ways to
easily change the way children in U.S.
public schools understand American
history.
One of the most interesting issues

SENIOR TRESIS
SPOTLIGHT
CHRISTINE ARSNOW
STAFF WRITER

Ever wonder why that guy or girl is
leading you on? Rachel Warner ’08 is in
the process of finding the answer. War¬
ner’s thesis focuses on the psychology
behind a specific type of sexual commu¬
nication called “sexual teasing.” Meston
and O’Sullivan (2007), on whose study
Warner is basing her thesis, define “sex¬
ual teasing” as a situation in which one
person expresses desire to have sexual
intercourse with another person while
having no intention of actually doing
so. There is little research examining the
causes and effects of sexual teasing, but
Warner is hoping to expand the scope
of this research and study whether this
type of misleading communication can
be used as a defense for rape.
Warner became interested in “the
nature of the casual sexual interactions

■

raised involved the question of whether
Black History Month was a positive ad¬
dition to the College’s events calendar.
Many wonder if delegating a month
to black history is making the racial
divide even clearer. Furthermore, the
concern that black history is not taught
from March through January worried
many but elicited hopes that without
a Black History Month, luminaries like
Toni Morrison and Booker T. Washing¬
ton would be mentioned outside their
28-day pigeon-hole.
Others suggested that the United
States is not ready to rid itself of Black
History Month. With accounts span¬
ning generations, it became apparent
that black history within American his¬
tory textbooks has been approached in
a similar manner for at least the last
40 years.
Those at the forum arrived at the
conclusion that Black History Month
is not only an excuse to have an as¬
sembly in school, but also an oppor¬
tunity to provide all Americans with
a piece of history that has affected all
our lives.

This week’s meeting
of the BCSG was held
above the new Commons
in room 221, which will
serve as the weekly ven¬
ue for the meetings from
now on.
In an effort to increase efficiency, a
motion to suspend the rules and move
directly to the new orders of business
was unanimously approved. VP of Stu¬
dent Committees Kimal McCarthy ’09
announced the Executive Council’s
nominees for the Committee on Com¬
mittees, who were all unanimously ap¬
proved. The members: Erin Bliss ’09,
Andrew Simon ’09, Olivia Liggio ’09,
Ryan Langendorf TO, Allison Stiles TO,
Terehas Edwards ’ll. McCarthy is auto¬
matically a member due to his position
as VP of Student Committees.
VP of Student Clubs Chiara Passerini
TO presented a proposal that Bates pro¬
vide student transportation to and from
the Portland Jetport before and after
breaks.
The outlined plan would make
Bates’ passenger vans available on the

New

Warner Explores the Motives and
Repercussions of Sexual Teasing

occurring at colleges and specifically
on the hook-up culture at Bates” when
she researched these topics for an ex¬
ploratory research project during her ju¬
nior year. “This project and the research
done in this field sparked my interest,”
Warner said, “and I wanted to continue
on this subject, but with a more focused
lens for thesis.” She reviewed the topic’s
sparse literature on sexual communica¬
tion and found Meston and O’Sullivan’s
unique focus on teasing particularly
interesting and in need of further re¬
search.
Warner described the difference be¬
tween sexual teasing and basic flirting:
“sexual provocation or ‘teasing,’ involves
the communication of an intentional
offer to engage in sexual intercourse,
followed by a withdrawal of the offer,
while all along having no intentions of
engaging in the interaction. This form of
communication is representative of the
ineffective, unclear and indirect commu-

nication that occurs commonly between
potential sexual partners. Flirting is an¬
other more common type of this unclear
communication in which one’s intentions
are ambiguous and undecided. Sexual
teasing is essentially flirting while having
no intentions of actually going through
with anything.” Warner explains that it is
imperative to understand sexual teasing
because of its possible association with
rape.
For her thesis, Warner decided to
expand upon Meston and O’Sullivan’s
study and examine sexual teasing from
the perspective of both the elicitor and
the target. She selected a random sample
of Bates students (equal numbers male
and female) and administered a survey
based on Meston and O’Sullivan’s work.
This survey asked students if they had
ever engaged in sexual teasing (as tar¬
get or teaser) and, if they had, the “mo¬
tives, or perceived motives, behind this
behavior, the type of relationship and

Commons

sexual history between the elicitor and
target, their experiences and perceived
experiences of the other person, and
the reactions and outcomes associated
with these interactions.” In addition to
this questionnaire, participants respond¬
ed to one of two scenarios about forced
sex in which sexual teasing either did or
did not occur.
While Warner has not finished ana¬
lyzing her data, she expects her find¬
ings to indicate the prevalence and na¬
ture of sexual teasing at Bates College.
Responses to the forced-sex scenario
will show the extent to which Bates stu¬
dents believe in the “rape myth” - the
idea that if a woman engages in sexual
teasing prior to forced sex, the sex is
not rape. This information will reveal
whether or not sexual teasing is a risk
factor for rape or sexual assault at Bates
and whether a campus-wide interven¬
tion is necessary.

Otis Fellow Schwab Studies Building Naming Process
Unitarianism, Not Vampires,
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

in Journey to Transylvania
ELIZA REED
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Last summer, junior Rose Schwab
undertook a spiritual journey to Tran¬
sylvania, a place commonly associated
with Dracula and vampires, to learn
more about her faith, the Transylvanian
way of life and the social and ethnic
struggles that exist there. Last Wednes¬
day, she delivered an Otis Fellowship
presentation entitled, “Dracula’s People:
Replenishment after a Vitality-Sucking
Dictatorship.”
During her time in Transylvania,
Schwab worked with the Unitarian min¬
ister and served as an English teacher
for the village children. Schwab had
originally intended to go to Transylva¬
nia to help work in the fields. However,
when she got there she was forbidden
from performing manual labor because
she was an American guest.
Schwab described being treated like
an “American princess living in a Tran¬
sylvanian palace.” She believed that the
extreme hospitality and generosity of the
Transylvanian people stemmed from the
recent fall of a nearly decimating dictator¬
ship that had rigidly oppressed the people
of Hungarian descent in Romania.
The village that Schwab lived in,
Homordszentpeter, was isolated and six
hours by train from the closest major
city. It had only one central road that
had recently been paved and was home
to 130 people and 170 cows.
The village’s financial status and
wellbeing are dependant on the abun¬
dance of their crops and livestock. Peo¬
ple of all ages, ranging from about 10 to
90, work in the fields or with livestock;
everyone need to contribute. The vil¬
lage only has one tractor that it shareds
with two other villages. The tractor was
A

7

donated to them by Unitarians from
Schwab’s own church in Minnesota.
Schwab noted that while many
Americans associate Transylvania with
Dracula and vampires, Transylvanians
do not even know what a vampire is.
However, the bat-like, eerie design
work that is associated with vampires is
very common in Transylvania.
The presentation featured various
photos from Schwab’s trip highlighting
the style of life in Transylvania. The
photos showed deep contrasts between
the Transylvanian and American life¬
styles. This was particularly visible in a
photo of the village bowling alley that
is simply a long wooden corridor with
no decorations save pins and a ball,
a stark contrast to American bowling
megaplexes with disco lighting effects,
extensive decorations and elaborate
computer scoring systems.
The photos were complemented
by anecdotes that Schwab read from a
journal she kept while in Transylvania.
The journal entries captured Schwab’s
true emotions and impressions of daily
life in Transylvania and the different
situations she encountered there.
Schwab said that she originally
chose to go to Transylvania because it
is one of only two places outside of the
U.S. where Unitarianism is widely prac¬
ticed. As an aspiring pastor, Schwab
wanted to go to Transylvania to start
forming relationships with the ministry
there in case she decides to go to semi¬
nary school there.
The Otis Fellowship Program, which
sponsored Schwab’s trip, provides fi¬
nancial support for student-designed
summer projects that explore diverse
cultural and moral perspectives while
reflecting on the human connection to
the earth and the land.
--j-

history of the College. Chase Hall, for
example, was named in honor of Bates’
second president, George Colby Chase.
Under the new process, a donor
must either pledge or pay immediately
at least one half of the cost of the entire
building to have that building named in
his or her honor. This same 50 percent
donation promise is utilized for major
spaces within the buildings as well,
such as Perry Atrium in Pettengill Hall.
Walker commented that the process
is a very “individualized” one in that it
attempts to match donors with build¬
ings or projects that match their specific
interests.
She explained that Advancement
takes a very proactive approach in des¬
ignating spaces within new facilities as
plans for them are developed and in
seeking out donors who they believe
would be interested in helping to fund
a particular project.
Typical donors, Walker said, range
from alumni to foundations to friends
of the College. Parents of current stu¬
dents are also popular donors. Walker
explained that they are very excited
about the new construction due to the
difference it will make for their own
son’s or daughter’s experience. Parents
will often make sure to have their room
or building plaque mention the name
of their child.

The naming policy is formalized
through signed documentation ensuring
that a building will not be renamed in
the future so long as the donor agrees to
provide the promised gift. In ever-chang¬
ing areas like college campuses, such a
feature is especially important.
During construction for Alumni Walk,
a number of named trees and a memo¬
rial garden were eradicated. Walker ex¬
plained that Advancement was unaware
of the honorary nature of those trees and
garden as there was no documentation
of them, noting that such an event could
not occur today due to the formal record¬
ings of all donations. Walker said that the
garden and trees will be replanted.
All those who helped fund the con¬
struction of the new Commons build¬
ing will be honored on a granite donor
wall on the left side of the main din¬
ing hall. Specific areas will have their
names placed above the door along
with recognition on glass plaques inside
the rooms.
As to when the new buildings on
campus will receive their formal names,
Walker said that it is difficult to tell
given the highly-individualized and
time-dependent nature of the naming
process.
If the new buildings are to follow
suit with other recent projects, they will
likely be named within the next several
years.
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last day of classes before a break and
the first day returning from break for
three staggered shuttle runs to or from
Portland. Students using the transporta¬
tion would be charged a fee that would
cover the gasoline and toll costs, al¬
though that fee is yet to be determined.
Since so many students already have
van licenses from other clubs and com¬
mitments, and so many students seek
employment, the hope is that students
will serve as drivers. The proposal is still
at an early stage, and more details will
become available to the student body in
the coming weeks.
Sarah Huleatt ’08 spoke to the RA
in hopes that it would endorse a prison
education program modeled after the
Bard Prison Initiative. All in attendance
were supportive.
Last, President Paul Suitter ’09
shared the large and varied response he
received in response to an Announce email seeking suggestions for magazines
to make available in campus workout
facilities. It was agreed that between
$250 and $500 should be committed to
paying for the top five magazines se¬
lected in an upcoming survey contain¬
ing all the suggested magazines.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

tremely pleased with the new facility
and “settled right in and took to the
space very well,” said Schwartz. Despite
the increased presence of the workers
in the servery area, Schwartz said that
Dining Services did not have to hire
additional workers, instead filling va¬
cancies from last year and shifting the
number of workers between production
and serving to accommodate the nature
of the new facility.
Schwartz said that student response
has been overwhelmingly positive. Con¬
cerns such as the ability to reach items
in the back of the salad bar and other
stations have been addressed with the
purchase of longer utensils. Schwartz
said that clocks will arrive soon and that
Dining Services did not forget to include
them in the building, but had to address
other needs first. Computer kiosks will
also be placed inside the building.
Some concern also arose among stu¬
dents over the absence of Adventures in
Dining this past Wednesday. Schwartz
said this was due to the transition pro¬
cess and that starting this Wednesday,
Adventures in Dining will continue with
a Housewarming theme in which stu¬
dents can win items from the old Com¬
mons.
One feature of the new facility that
has been receiving less attention than
Dining Services anticipated is Milt’s
Market. Schwartz said that the food
emporium/convenience store has not
been getting the traffic they thought
it would, but that this may be due to
students simply not fully understand¬
ing the function of the market, which
will also serve a hot menu similar to the
Den’s beginning at 3 p.m. Traffic has
increased each day since its opening,
she said.
The new Commons has also been
receiving significant attention from the
Lewiston/Auburn community and was
featured in the Sun-Journal. In its initial
days of operation, the facility was fre¬
quented by residents of the surround¬
ing community and their children as
well as many faculty and staff. Schwartz
said Dining Services hopes to introduce
“Family Fridays” on which faculty can
bring their families to Commons for
dinner.
Though the transition is still far from
complete, Schwartz said that given the
“enormity of this move and all the ef¬
forts that went into it to make it hap¬
pen,” she and Dining Services, in addi¬
tion to the rest of the Bates community,
have been extremely pleased.

The Student is looking for a
tech-minded student to
revamp the website. Check
Announce or contact
tffanaga@bates.edu for more
information.
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Winter Wipeouts
MARIAM ALAM
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

Let me begin by
saying that I hate
winter. Yes, hate. I
know it is a strong
word. That is why I used it. I despise
being cold. I find endless months of
whiteness bleak and depressing, and I
honestly struggle getting myself out the
door every morning to walk outside for
all of five minutes to get to class. I hate
that the subzero temperatures of this
horrible season make it nearly impos¬
sible to enjoy skiing, one of winter’s
only redeeming qualities. What about
Christmas, you say? Let’s be honest, it
was much cooler when Santa, was real.
I could keep going, but 800 words
expressing my loathing of November
through March could get a little dull.
Why then did I decide to go to a
school in the northernmost state on the
East Coast? Answer: I visited Bates in
the middle of the summer.
But even if I get the worst case of
winter blues this side of the Mason-Dixon line (which you may guess, I wish I
were south of), there is one thing that I
honestly enjoy about winter, regardless
of the temperature. No, it’s not skiing.
I love skiing, but being outside for ex¬
tended periods of time seriously hurts
the fun factor. It is not snuggling up
in front of the TV with a mug of hot
chocolate. I do that in the middle of
summer, too. New Years? Seriously, we
all know how much fun that is the next
day.
No, what I truly appreciate about
winter is watching people fall on ice.
Come on, you know you love it .too.
This passion is in no way malicious. If
anyone seriously hurt themselves slip¬
ping, I would feel really guilty about
enjoying seeing them keel over. And for
those of you who are offended because
you have broken bones taking spills on
icy paths - talk to my formerly frac¬
tured wrist. It happens to everybody.
The past few weeks of our neverending winter have provided optimal
conditions for both spectators and fallers in this timeless winter sport. While
that ice storm from before break essen¬
tially turned campus into a skating rink,
this weekend’s snowstorm has made
walking to class an even more treach¬
erous pursuit. The 10 inches of snow
we received have been a. cause for cel¬
ebration for many winter enthusiasts,
and certainly for the owners of Sunday
River. But spectators of the timeless ac¬
tivity of “eating snow” also have rea¬
son to smile. Three months into winter,
our sidewalks have amassed a sturdy
few inches of ice that have essentially
turned slip ‘n’ slide into a winter activ¬
ity. Saturday’s snowstorm, blanketed us
with a layer of fluffy white snow, dis¬
guising the true nature of the perilous
sidewalks. I don’t know if you have had
the chance to take a spill yet since the
storm, but let me tell you, even though
that snow looks like a pillow, it does
not feel like one.
So as this week promises many a
fall on our deceiving pathways around

campus, perhaps we should review the
styles of ice falling. My all time favor¬
ite is the student walking on campus
during rush hour, preferably with a
few books piled in his or her hands.
Earnestly trying to get to class on time,
the student walks rather brusquely,
often passing others on the narrow
pathways. Ah, but didn’t we all learn
as children that slow and steady wins
the race? BOOM, the eager student un¬
knowingly lands on a patch of black
ice, books go flying in the air, and the
student finds his body splayed across
a busy pathway. Though some friendly
peers certainly stop to collect the stu¬
dent’s belongings and help him to his
feet, other classmates take advantage
of the student’s demise, hurdling over
their prostrate peer to win the all-im¬
portant race to class. Tsk, tsk, karma
will get you.
Here’s another classic. There you
are, walking along alone innocently
one evening. The weather is unusu¬
ally mild for this lovely season, with
temperatures slightly above freezing,
so you stroll along enjoying what you
have been conditioned to believe is
warm weather. But while you bask in
the warm mid-winter Maine sunshine,
you encounter one of the drawbacks to
the seemingly welcome thaw. Remem¬
ber that steady buildup of ice on the
sidewalk? Now imagine that greased
with a layer of just melted snow. Your
feet fly in front of you and you find
yourself gliding, not so gracefully,
down the pathway. Finally coming to
a halt, you quickly get to your feet and
anxiously look around to see if any¬
one saw your involuntary mimicry of
a luger. Don’t try to fool yourself - ev¬
eryone saw. Walk away smoothly with
that nonchalant air if it makes you feel
better, but let’s not pretend that some
of those spectators are not on their way
to relate the story of your tumble to
their friends in Commons.
For those of you who are not as
keen on slipping on ice, I will sacrifice
some my fun and provide some useful
techniques for avoiding a spill. I per¬
sonally like to use the shuffle technique,
in which you take quick tiny steps on
the walkway. While people might stare
at you as you waddle around campus
like a penguin, your behind should
stay dry and un-bruised for the most
part. Make sure you build in an extra
few minutes to get to your destination
though.
Others prefer avoiding the ice en¬
tirely and walking in the Snow banks
that line our every walkway. Although
this method certainly rules out the pos¬
sibility of a spill on that sneaky black
ice, you may want to fortify your feet
with something a little heftier than
those oh-so-fashionable Uggs.
But in my opinion, we should all
just embrace that ice. Even if you end
up with a few bruises and a sore be¬
hind once in a while, at least you know
that your fall has brought a smile to at
least one person’s face. And hey, if you
eat it in the middle of campus every
once in a while, doesn’t that give you
the right to enjoy other students’ spills
when you are the spectator?

Letters to the Editor
Campus Planning Needs Student Voices
To the Editor:
I appreciate that students, fac¬
ulty and staff have been given the
opportunity to write about the Plan¬
ning at Bates process. Recent dis¬
cussions in the “Learning at Bates”
group asked, “whether the Bates
governance structure helps or hin¬
ders efforts to promote and sustain
a community of scholars.” If the
“scholars” here are students, there
needs to be changes to the struc¬
ture because it hinders a commu¬
nity of scholars. The deficiency of
student representation in this entire
Planning at Bates process precipi¬

tates the attitude that students do
not feel as equals in this community.
Employees outnumber students at
alarming ratios in this process. This
is a clear indication that the student
voice is subordinate to the employee
voice. On one working group, zero
student members exist.
The "Strengthening the Bates
Community” group needs to realize
that there is a contingent of Bates
students who do not feel they be¬
long in this so-called “community of
communities.” This is, in part, be¬
cause they do not feel that the in¬
stitution supports them. The group

needs to determine how to strength¬
en community for its students. Three
or less students are on any of the
groups. As such, the groups can¬
not accomplish their goals appro¬
priately because they cannot have a
true student perspective with so few
students. Strengthening the student
community should be a priority. Yet.
looking at the group compositions, it
is obvious we have a long way to go.
Sincerely,
Bill K. Jack '08

Withdrawing Troops from Iraq:
New Views on an Old Problem
BLAISE LUCEY
STAFF WRITER

When the touchy issue of the U.S.
presence in Iraq emerges in a candi¬
date’s discussion, there are two decided
camps. Clinton and Obama both pro¬
claim that, as commander in chief, they
will begin withdrawing troops from
Iraq immediately. McCain firmly be¬
lieves that we should stay. It is easy
to associate peace with the Demo¬
crats and war with the Republicans,
but this is a dangerous conception.
McCain has recently been putting
more pressure on this particular mat¬
ter, declaring that if we remove our
military from Iraq, we will simultane¬
ously be waving a white flag to ter¬
rorist groups and “giving Al Qaeda
a country” (Boston Globe). It’s pos¬
sible to label comments like these
as fear tactics, but that’s being hasty.
The unfortunate fact is that McCain
is at least partially right. If Clinton and
Obama do take away our troops from
Iraq, there will be repercussions.
People enjoy comparing the Iraq War
to Vietnam, but, after five years, there
are pointed differences. A very obvious
fact is that Iraq had a stable government
bbfore the U.S. invasion. Vietnam was a
shattered country already, trying to put
itself back together after years of be¬
ing occupied by colonialists. During the
war, South Vietnam was largely ruled
by a puppet government controlled by

Americans wholly ignorant of Vietnam¬
ese culture and custom.
Initially, the reconstruction of Iraq
saw a few of these problems, but things
have changed. Iraq’s government is
becoming stable. Al Qaeda is losing
countless members to new Iraqi recruit¬
ment programs that integrate would-be
extremists into the Iraqi military or po-

“Our invasion didn't help
our international relations,
but a withdrawal, and
Iraq’s subsequent decline
in progress, would help
even less.”
lice force (NY Times). In Vietnam, we
saw very little progress. In five years,
Iraq has risen from the dust and ash
and made terrific gains.
Iraq has,its legs, but it still needs a
shoulder to lean on. Much of this prog¬
ress is because of the continued pres¬
ence of American troops. We saw what
happened when we withdrew from
Vietnam and we saw what happened
when we started pulling away from Af¬
ghanistan. There is a time for it, but I
don’t think that time is upon us quite

yet.
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
of Iran is presently touring Iraq to re¬
build Iran-Iraq relations. He has offered
Iraq a one billion dollar loan for recon¬
struction projects (NY Times). He also
detests the Western occupation. It is an
understandable sentiment, but it’s wor¬
risome. What if Iraq begins to lean on
Iran instead?
Our invasion has spawned the
propaganda for a new generation of
terrorists that we won’t see for anoth¬
er decade. If we leave before clean¬
ing up the mess we made, things will
be worse. Iraq doesn’t yet have the
power to protect itself. It woyld have
to invest money into the military in¬
stead of other, far more productive
things, and poverty creates more ter¬
rorists. Iraq may have started rebuild¬
ing itself, but we are still responsible
for maintaining a stable environment
for its recovery.
That is the selfless reason for
staying in the country. McCain has al¬
ready cited the selfish reason: our pro¬
tection. Staying in Iraq and helping the
country grow isn’t only helping Iraq,
it’s helping us. Our invasion didn’t help
our international relations, but a with¬
drawal, and Iraq’s subsequent decline
in progress, would help even less. The
war itself was wrong, but it happened.
An abrupt withdrawal of our troops
won’t solve anything. That is just a way
to ignore the problems we’ve already
caused.
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We don’t have a
general
consensus
yet, but I would say
that new Commons
is a success. The few
people who don’t like the new dining
hall tend to be the people who don’t
like anything. It seems fair to say that
most people were more impressed
than they thought they would be. At
least I was. I keep looking for bad
things and there just aren’t that many
negative things to say about it. It is sur¬
prising how good it is.
We are moving up in the world.
Call us Bates University with our spar¬
kling, immaculate new place to eat. I
feel a little guilty having such a nice
building, like I’m being spoiled. Hope¬
fully I’ll get over this guilt complex
and start to enjoy the new building.
However, I’m wondering how Bates is
dealing with the change. How is new
Commons affecting the student body?
First of all, it is spacious. Every¬
thing about new Commons solves the
problem of congestion we had back
in the old place. The high ceilings and
huge windows open everything up.
My mind is opened up and I can feel
ideas flowing freely around the room.
I feel smarter. Even the smaller trays
free up more space on the table.

Where we sit has obviously
changed and it is harder to have the
cliques that we did in the old place.
Because new Commons is so opened
up, it may be impossible to separate
the student body into distinct group¬
ings and go back to our old habits. At
first I was scared because I couldn’t
figure out where the nerds were going
to sit. I had no idea where to go.
The lack of smaller rooms seems
more inviting and I have this urge
to meet new people and make new
friends. This is good because I tend
to not like most people. I’m seeing
people I’ve never seen at Bates before
and wondering if Bates shipped in
new, attractive college students from
a catalogue to make new Commons
look even better. Even if they are im¬
posters, seeing new people feels much
more democratic. If my feeling is true,
then new Commons is certainly affect¬
ing social behavior.
While the space looks more like a
university cafeteria (all we need is some
flat screen televisions), I think we are
going to survive, but not unchanged.
Bates seems to be in the midst of an
image alteration. Perhaps we seniors
are the last class of Bates College as
we know it. We are beginning to look
more like a college I imagined from
the movies.
The construction changes we’ve
seen just this past year certainly change
the way Bates feels. This feeling is hard

to describe, like you’ve moved into a
new house or suddenly started go¬
ing to a different college. What’s even
more striking about the feeling is that
all the people are the same. So really
nothing has changed except buildings
anc walkways. And yet, I can’t help
but consider the notion that new en¬
vironments can really change the way
we think and take in the world.
I can’t imagine coming to Bates
now and seeing it for the first time. I
heard one person say that it looks like
an airport cafeteria - in a good way.
Milt’s Market has everything except
gas and cigarettes. But there’s noth¬
ing wrong with new things, especially
when they solve past problems.
I suppose it’s easier to market a
school that has a brand new cafeteria.
I didn't even want to take my parents
to breakfast in the old cafeteria be¬
cause I thought they would have too
much trouble navigating it and finding
everything they wanted. Plus, the Hil¬
ton Garden Inn has a great breakfast
buffet that they usually take me to.
So even when those glass shields
seem determined to stop us from
reaching the food in the back, and even
when meals can be crowded at times,
I think new Commons will prevail as a
success. As we wait to see exactly how
it changes the way we think, we can
try to make some new friends. Maybe
sit where we have never sat before.
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A Cleaning, and Condescension? Must Be the Dentist!
TOM FLANAGAN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

I went home for February
break more or less feeling good
about myself, which should’ve
been my first hint that it was
just about time for another trip
to the dentist. You see, it typically takes just about
six months for my swagger to fully bounce back
after the emotional drubbing I take during my bi¬
annual cleanings, so my self-confidence levels dou¬
ble as a barometer of how long it’s been since my
last visit.
Cleanings should be exciting for me since I’m
obsessed with cleanliness and hygiene, yet I’ve
come to dread them. Not for the scalpel, sickle and
everything else they hack into you with, not for the
fact that they expect you to answer small talk ques¬
tions with a fist in your mouth, but for the sarcastic
ridicule. All I want is to get my teeth cleaned but
more often than not, and especially during this last
visit, I walk out of there feeling that not only are
my teeth disgusting and my cleaning habits deplor¬
able, but I actually owe my hygienist an apology
for making her suffer through my appointment. I’ve
reached the point where my instinct on the day of
an appointment is to strap on a cup because the
experience has come to so closely resemble a swift
kick to the groin.
Without even considering the fact that no one
deserves belittlement, my criticism is unwarranted
even on a purely dental level. I don’t have bad
teeth,and I do brush them. Twice a day, whether
I need it or not. I’m also fortunate that my par¬
ents paid for braces to ensure that I would have
a nice smile and an awkward and self-conscious
adolescence. So, my teeth are reasonably clean and
basically straight (I wore my retainers for about a
month).
All things considered, my teeth are definitely
well above average, so it really bothers me when
hygienists give me such a hard time. I knew kids
growing up who ate candy bars so fiendishly they
had actual layers of sludge on their teeth. If I get
abused for my teeth, what kind of treatment does
someone like that get? Are they just shot on sight?
Taken out back and beaten with that giant tooth¬
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is just a matter of time with Gatorade, but that’s
another issue altogether).
I think that this is largely an issue of dental
professionals being completely out of touch with
their patients. For example, early in the cleaning she
gasped and asked why my gums were so red. Um,
because I baished like a bastard for 20 minutes
before I came here? Then she asked if I was us¬
ing a soft-bris¬
tled
brush,
and I gave her
a post-lobotomy blank stare.
I mean, it’s soft¬
er than the brush
we clean our grill
with. It’s softer
than the brushes
that people rub
down horses with.
Does she want me
to just tell her it
was the cheapest
toothbrush available
in the Bates College
bookstore? Then I
was asked, “Do you
"floss?” and I answered,
“Yes.” There was
some
confu¬
sion, though,
cause she
thought that I
KELLY G0LL0GLY / THE BATES STUDENT
Unfortunately, I had a differ¬
meant, “Yes,
ent hygienist over break, and
I floss,” but
what I really meant was, “Yes, I know that I should
when she flipped open my chart she said, “Ugh,
floss.” I thought this would be understood, like
I hope you’re not still drinking Gatorade!” Some¬
when a professor asks if the class has done the
where along the line I guess my message became
reading and they all grumble something vaguely
confused, because they were somehow under the
resembling a collective “yes.”
impression that I planned to stop drinking soda
For some reason dentists assume that we care
and Gatorade. I have no intentions of making such
a great deal about these things and carry out text¬
a switch; I just wanted to let the staff there know
book daily cleanings, but we don’t; everybody has
what they’d be dealing with for the foreseeable fu¬
another gear that they reach when brushing before
ture. This is mostly because dental care is weird in
a cleaning. As college students, we’ve mastered the
that it’s half medical and half cosmetic; I know that
art of cramming for exams, and it really doesn’t mat¬
it’s vaguely important, but I also know that when
ter whether it’s our knowledge or the cleanliness of
push comes to shove I can just get fake teeth, right?
our teeth that’s being tested. When I was a kid, I re¬
So if I enjoy Gatorade and soda as much as I do,
member my Mom waiting out in the car and scream¬
there’s no chance I’m giving them up unless some¬
ing that we were going to be late while I frantically
one tells me they’re carcinogenic (which I believe
brush dentists always seem to have lying around?
I’ve made sincere efforts to reduce the tension
between me and my hygienists. In a good faith ges¬
ture, last August I admitted that I drink only soda
and Gatorade, hoping that such a confession might
earn me sympathy points when the inquisVactfi be¬
gan. And for that one visit, it
did.

Why Obama Supporters are Delusional
FABIO PERIERA
COLUMNIST

Number of hand tossed pizzas made
in the new Commons per meal.
530
Weight, in pounds, of chicken frit¬
ters consumed in the new Commons
last Thursday night.
36, 24
Weight, in pounds, of plain hummus
and flavored hummus are consumed in
the new Commons each day.
2
Maximum number of seconds al¬
lowed for hugging at a high school in
Mesa, Arizona. Kissing is prohibited.
The policy has elicited protest from stu¬
dents, many of whom participated in a
20-minute public hug-a-thon last Friday.
340
Speed, in miles per hour, at which
the new Acabion GTBO can drive,
making it the fastest road vehicle ever
created. The vehicle, which is a cross
between a car and a motorcycle, was
recently invented by a Swiss company.
370
Number of Democratic delegates
at stake in Democratic primaries and
caucuses on Tuesday March 4 in Ohio,
Texas, Vermont and Rhode Island. Many
believe it is essential that Senator Hil¬
lary Clinton win Ohio (141 delegates)
and Texas (193 delegates) in order to
remain a viable force in the race for the
Democratic nomination.
1
Percentage of American adults
who are in prison. 2,319,258 adults
were being held in prison at the start
of 2008. The United States has more
people in prison than any other coun¬
try in the world. China ranks second
with 1,500,000 people incarcerated.

(Chrisitine Schwartz, Bates Dining Ser¬
vices; cnn com; ananova.com)

tried to make up for six months of neglect. The only
difference now is that she’s screaming from inside
the house because I can drive myself.
My favorite comment during my cleaning was
this, said with absolute disgust: “Do you know what
your back teeth look like?” Um, no? What kind of
freaky house of mirrors do you think I live in? For
some reason, hygienists tend to forget that we don’t
have the luxury of laying ourselves out on a coro¬
ner’s table and prying our jaws apart like King Kong
fighting a t-rex every time we brush and examine
our teeth.
She then told me that if I don’t brush better on
my back teeth I’ll develop cavities and ultimately
need fillings, and I felt like just scheduling the ap¬
pointment right then and there. The way a person
brushes his or her teeth is almost entirely an act of
muscle memory by our age. If my method sucks,
I guess I’m screwed, and the real problem is that I
just don’t care. Stains can be whitened, cavities can
be filled, I have no idea what gingivitis is but I’m
sure it’s easily treatable. I’m just not convinced any
of this matters that much, so I get annoyed when
I’m criticized for it.
The funniest part is that I’m supposed to leave
there somehow inspired to keep my teeth pristine
for the next six months. Instead, I spend the ride
home calculating how much candy a single human
being can consume in six months. When I was
young I’d get home, sprint inside and fire down a
whole pack of chocolate chip cookies before the
rest of my family had even made it in the house.
Keep in mind that sometimes this happened before
10 a.m. Knowing that I had six months of peace
before I had to face such scrutiny again made for a
day of celebration.
In light of this latest visit, though, I think it’s
time to move the day of celebration so it coincides
with my cleanings. If my hygienist wants a war,
I’ll give her a war. I’ll eat a whole pack of Oreos
while I drive there, then plow through a half dozen
Snickers bars in the waiting room. I’ll wash it all
down with a Gatorade; maybe I’ll dump in a few
sugar packets while I’m at it. If my genuine effort to
keep my teeth in good shape throughout the year
(as well as my expert cramming on the morning
of cleanings) earns me only cheap shot comments
and condescension, I can’t wait to see what hap¬
pens when I roll in there looking like an extra from
“Pirates of the Caribbean.”

In the march to crown and
deify Senator Barack Obama
“Master of the Universe” one
thing the press has forgotten
to do was to fully examine his
past and investigate whether the claims he makes in
his supposedly inspirational speeches - about his
past experience especially - stand up to scrutiny.
Still, while most abandoned their responsibility
to fully inform the public, reports are now starting
to surface that call into question the nature of Sen.
Obama’s candidacy and his past accomplishments.
Let’s start with an article in The New Republic
by Sean Wilentz, a historian at Princeton. (An ar¬
ticle published on Feb. 17 in the New York Times
called “The Charisma Mandate” falsely claimed that
Wilentz was a “close personal friend of the Clin¬
tons.” In fact, while he defended President Clinton’s
impeachment, Wilentz himself stated in an interview
with Tucker Carlson that he’s only ever spent about
five minutes with the Clintons. Reporter bias trying
to diminish his points? I think so.)
Wilentz’s Feb. 27. 2008 article, “Race Man” is
important because it retraces the accusations of
race-baiting that surfaced early in the campaign
and shows that they emanated not from the Clin¬
ton campaign, but from Obama surrogates. It was
Rep. Jesse Jackson Jr., Obama’s national co-chair,
for instance, who said Senator Clinton’s tears in New
Hampshire had to be “analyzed.. .very carefully in
light of Katrina, in light of other things that Mrs.
Clinton did not cry for, particularly as we head to
South Carolina where 45 percent of African-Amer¬
icans will participate in a Democratic contest...we
saw tears in response to her appearance.. .but not
Hurricane Katrina, not other issues.”
What? So Senator Clinton can’t just have an
emotional moment, it’s always for or against some¬
one? Not only is that incredibly sexist, but the larger
implication is clear - that Senator Clinton has an
almost racist disregard for the suffering of black
people in America. In similar fashion, Wilentz’s
article tears the accusations of racial politics limb
from limb and shows that it was an Obama sur¬
rogate or campaign chair that injected race into the
campaign at every turn, in a manner designed to
inflame black voters, college-educated voters and
college students.
Another article published on Feb. 28 in the
Houston Press offers as complete a portrait of
Obama’s political history as has been published.
“Barack Obama and Me” was written by Todd Spivak, who began his career as a journalist covering
Obama for community papers in Chicago. Spivak,
a self-confessed Obama admirer, does the muck¬
raking on Obama’s background the national press
should have done.
Spivak points out that veteran community or¬
ganizers from Chicago’s South Side are woefully
unhappy with the job Obama did because he did
nothing to save buildings of historical importance
to the black community - buildings that housed
famous jazz clubs that had been in existence for
upwards of 70 years and hosted greats like Duke
Ellington and Billie Holiday. Those went to devel¬
opers. A community organizer, indeed.
But most damningly, Spivak, who is intimately
familiar with Obama’s legislative career, points out

that in the seven years Obama served in the Illinois
State Senate, he only passed bills in the final year
before running for U.S. Senate. This fact is all the
more important when one realizes that the bills he
did pass were not bills he came up with himself.
Senate Majority Leader Emil Jones Jr., who is quoted
as saying he was going to “make [Obama] a U.S.
Senator” routinely made Obama a sponsor on leg¬
islation that other state senators had crafted, netting
Obama 26 bills in his name that he had little to do
with him in terms of creating.
But the icing on the cake is Spivak recounting
Obama screaming down tire phone at him for dar¬
ing to print an article critical of Obama. Politics of
Hope, Truth and Rainbows? Bollocks.
And what about Obama’s career as a U.S. Sena¬
tor? Well, considering that he’s beeri campaigning
for most of it, there’s not much to say. He has failed
to hold one meeting on the committee he chairs on
NATO because he was too busy running for office
- though he claims that chairmanship as evidence
of his foreign policy experience. Though he gave
one speech against the Iraq war while campaigning
for State Senate in 2002 (not U.S. Senate as he lied
about during the last debate; check the dates, guys
- come on), he’s voted exactly the same as Senator
Clinton since. And though he claims to work across
the aisles, in the time he’s been in the Senate, he’s
only attracted Republican co-sponsors on 24 bills to
Senator Clinton’s 53.
All of this leaves untouched Obama’s shady
dealings with Antoin Rezko and his 100-plus present
votes. Too scared to take a position or just lazy?
Which only leaves his charm and vapid, Xe¬
roxed rhetoric. And the fact that he, a professor of
Constitutional law, plagiarized a speech does matter.

To run based on values of honesty and integrity,
and then copy a speech that talks about the power
of original rhetoric, shows the most callous cynicism
- that he will say anything to get elected, even if it
means denigrating, through practice, the values he
espouses.
So, congratulations, we may have a nominee so
unqualified that he could be considered the Demo¬
cratic version of George W. Bush.
And though Americans have established a prec¬
edent of letting people fail upwards to the presi¬
dency, I doubt Obama and his shabby record will
survive the scrutiny of a general election campaign.
Because the Republicans will point out all the things
I’ve mentioned. Because the press is starting to do
its job again. (Should it really have taken an SNL
skit?) Because experience does matter and even
people with the best judgment make mistakes; one
mistake does not a categorical failure make.
At the Maine caucuses I said that I thought the
Obama voters were foolish. I still think they are, for
falling for empty words and a thin resume. “Postracial politics” - this election year’s equivalent of
“compassionate conservatism” - cannot exist in a
country where race still does affect every aspect
of people’s lives. Hope is not public policy and
change is hard to come by, not something you can
call for in speeches and have delivered like take¬
out.
I’ll hold my nose and vote for him should he be
the nominee, but the lesson of 2008 should be clear:
don’t drink the Kool-Aid and do your research. The
one trying to sell you your own hopes and dreams
is probably hiding something and probably full of
shit.

New Commons edition
What are you trying
to say?

Smaller trays fit less
food
Milt's Market sells
stuff we actually need
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This will save
hundreds on dry
cleaning.

No Commons smell

Unfamiliar faces
revolutionize people
watching

What, no beer?
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Creepily staring down
from Mezzanine is
especially enjoyable.
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Harris Brings the Depth and Genius of His Blues to Olin
JEN MclNNIS
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Clad in a red T-shirt and brown
corduroys, Corey Harris’ (Bates class of
’91) casual appearance during his con¬
cert last Friday night in Olin gave no in¬
dication of his genius. Yet his phenom¬
enal performance suggested otherwise,
reiterating why the talented Bates alum
was selected as only one of 24 national
recipients of the highly coveted John T.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
2007 Fellowship, colloquially known as
the "genius grant,” to further pursue
his creative work as a musician, unhin¬
dered by finances.
The foundation described Harris as
an artist who “forges an adventurous
path marked by deliberate eclecticism.
With one foot in tradition and tire other
in contemporary experimentation, he
blends musical styles often considered
separate and distinct to create some¬
thing entirely new.” While Harris’ music
is rooted in the blues, he has drawn
from various other distinct musical
styles. He blends traditional elements
of jazz, gospel, reggae, R&B, African
and Caribbean folk music amongst oth¬
ers, which seamlessly fuse together and
culminate in his unique sound.
“I’d like to call my music ‘diaspora
rock,”’ said Harris in an interview with
National Public Radio's “Morning Edi¬
tion.” "I’m looking at my people who
are black around the world, seeing
what unites us musically and trying to
express that as a black American.”
This “diaspora rock,” as Harris
deems it, really shone through during
his free performance in the Olin Con¬
cert Hall Friday night, in front of an “in¬
timate” audience of 300 Bates students.

faculty and area residents. While Harris’
set did include some covers, his per¬
formance primarily focused on much
of his own work, particularly his early
blues songs as well as his later Caribbe¬
an folk inspired music - most notably,
songs from his newest album, “Zion
Crossroad.” Elements from the “diaspo¬
ra rock” pervaded throughout his entire
set, from many of his heavily politicized
lyrics reminiscent of reggae artists like
Peter Tosh or Bob Marley in “Sweat¬
shop” to his distinct soulful, sometimes
gospel voice especially prominent in
one of his more renowned songs, “Dai¬
ly Bread.”
A single spotlight illuminated a solo
Harris as he performed richly expres¬
sive, emotive and sometimes painful
lyrics, focusing on heavy subjects of
present and past injustices, cultural
awareness and global inequalities, with
ironic humor that prevented the songs
from becoming too solemnly grave.
His solo performance also emphasized
his incomparable finger-picking talent
that blends various chords and styles
he learned during his many domestic
and international travels.
Harris first traveled extensively
abroad while studying in Cameroon
during his junior year at Bates, augment¬
ing his understanding of his anthropol¬
ogy major through cultural experiences
and interactions there. The time spent
studying in Cameroon sparked Harris’
penchant towards traditional African
music. He was inspired to return to the
country for roughly a year after gradu¬
ating to exclusively study African music
and linguistics through the prestigious
postgraduate Watson Fellowship. Upon
returning to the United States, Harris
spent the entirety of the following year
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Harris ’91 combines a collection of musical influences to create a unique sound
that he calls "diaspora rock,"

teaching as part of Teach for America
in New Orleans - the music capital of
America. The job enabled Harris to not
only come in direct contact with the
traditional music of African-Americans,
such as jazz and the blues, while play¬
ing at prominent jazz and blues clubs
in the city.
“It really all started in New Orleans,
playing in clubs and getting known in
that city,” said Harris, "it was remark¬
able then that a black man was playing
the blues at that time because not too
many people were gravitating back to¬
wards that style.”
The rest is history. From 1993 on¬
ward, Harris has been pursuing his ca¬
reer as a musician with great success,
releasing eight albums to date, perform¬
ing with the likes of B.B. King, Natalie

Two Weeks of Shows Exhibit Fusions of Sound
The Village Club Series has seen
a variety of acts roll through its stage
over the past few weeks. Valentine’s
Day featured Raining Jane, an all female
indie rock-folk band from Los Angeles.
Mai Bloomfield, Becky Gebhardt, Chaska Potter and Mona Tavakoli formed the
group back in 1999 at UCLA where they
all attended college together. They hit
the college music scene, played shows
all around California, recorded an al¬
bum and managed to finish college all
at once. They are currently playing solo
shows all over the U.S. alongside such
mega-stars as Vanessa Carlton, Guster,
Reel Big Fish and Citizen Cope.
Jane showcased songs from their
albums “Raining Jane” and “Diamond
Lane” during their performance, and
they even gave a sneak peek of their
new EP, “Paper Nest.” The variation in
music never stopped during the show;
the girls were constantly switching in¬
struments with one another, changing
their instruments and altering the tempo

of the show. Listeners cannot really put
their finger on just what Raining Jane
is because they mix together rock, folk,
funk, world sounds and even hip-hop
in a fusion of sound. The passion was
oozing out of singers Bloomfield, Potter
and Tavakoli throughout the night. Tav¬
akoli brought the show to a whole new
level with her jam session with Gebhardt
on the percussion box and sitar. And I
cannot forget Tavakoli’s impressive im¬
promptu rapping abilities; an audience
member’s birthday was celebrated in
style with a personalized rap.
Before Ryanhood even took the
stage last week, Bates’ own Laura Burns
’08 cracked the audience up with her
lyrical style. Singing about everything
from the death of her former lover to
the unity between Bush and Iraq, she
shined on stage. Even though her set
was short, people loved every minute of
it. The Village Cub Series can only hope
to hear more from her in the future.
Following the brilliant performance
by Bums, Arizona natives Ryan Green
and Cameron Hood, also known as Ry¬
anhood, broke into their signature in¬
tense guitar solos to begin their show.
The two joined forces and hit up Bos¬
ton with hopes to break into the music

scene there. The two are now regarded
as the one of the best college acts travel¬
ing around the United States. The once
subway performers are now recording
albums with Grammy-winning produc¬
ers and gaining critical acclaim while
touring around with the likes of Jason
Mraz. They love to connect with their
audience and keep their tunes light and
funky.
The acoustic guitar was the main
star of the night. The boys combined
their strings together to produce elec¬
trifying riffs and toe-tapping beats. Oc¬
casionally there was a mix up between
the two, which left for a not-so-polished
sound, but they usually recovered well.
Cameron stole the show with his emo¬
tional renditions of “Ivy” and “Roads.”
Their harmonies worked well alongside
their obvious gratitude of one another
and appreciation of being able to play
together and do something they love.
Ryan Horne is stopping by the Ben¬
jamin Mays Center next week for the
Village Club Series at 9 p.m. His work
with Grammy-nominated producers
has him cutting albums that have only
brought him positive reviews over the
years. His smooth acoustic style is sure
to make the audience swoon.

Fierce Battle of Wits Marks 29th Trivia Night
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Trivia contests have a lengthy his¬
tory in college settings. The activity
was originally made popular in the
1960s. Most famously, in 1965 Colum¬
bia University held a trivia night that
attracted so much attention it was cov¬
ered by the New York Post.
Bates is not Columbia, but our trivia
contest stands alone in prestige. This
past weekend, Bates WRBC 91.5 FM
radio station returned to the 29-year
tradition with all sorts of gusto.
For those unaware of the formali¬
ties of Bates’ trivia night, here’s how it
goes: At 8 p.m., students call in their
team names and members to WRBC
91-5 FM. Around 9 p.m., the game be¬
gins. WRBC asks a question and plays
a song. Staying true to the history of
trivia, any question is essentially fair
game. And as for music selection, it
is diverse, to say the least. All teams
have until the song is over to call in
and offer an answer to the question, as
well as the name and artist of the song
previously played. A point is rewarded
for each correct response (a fully suc¬
cessful call-in earns three points).
While this alone inspires rampant
excitement, there is more. The excite¬
ment is made maelstrom by obstacles
beyond the simple call in and respond.
There exist physical challenges for ad¬
ditional points taking place every half
hour. A challenge is posed on radio,
and teams may have to perform the
task, which in almost all cases requires

going to the WRBC station, or at least
questing somewhere else on campus.
For instance, some were lucky
enough to chase and grab a nearly
naked Ben Flanders ’10. If one were
not first to catch him, he or she might
be hopeful for the next physical chal¬
lenge - find and bring to the WRBC

“It is more than a trivia
game. It is a means of
fostering the close-knit
family vibe in which
Bates students find sol¬
ace amid chaos.”
the oldest person around.
The hectic and exciting festivities
of trivia night end Sunday morning at
6 a.m. Then, the participants meet at
Commons, where each team must per¬
form a skit to answer a final question.
Prizes are awarded.
If one were to visit the common
rooms of numerous residences, like
that of Wilson House, the bat cave
of team “Wilson House Mourning
Whood,” it might be something like
entering a telemarketing headquarters
- a crowd of people, each in front of
a computer, hushing quiet everybody
else as to clarify a phone call or hear

the specifics of a question. It was a
proud display of dedication to the
game.
But never underestimate the pow¬
er of team thinking, drinking and
through-the-night closeness. It was
this crowded dedication that brought
Wilson House first place in the con¬
test. The theme of this year’s morning
skit was to be based on the domes¬
tic life of one of the WRBC directors.
Clearly, the skit was destined for hi¬
larity. Team Wilson House Mourning
Whood chose WRBC Treasurer Brad¬
ley McGraw ’10 as the subject of their
skit. Mourning Whood’s outstanding
performance was the final element of
the game that secured their position
as the victors of 2008’s Bates WRBC
Trivia Night.
*
Considering the eagerness and in¬
telligence of Bates students, it is no
surprise that trivia night garners so
much participation. It is more than a
trivia game. It is a means of fostering
the close-knit family vibe in which
Bates students find solace amid chaos.
But of course, it is also chaos. “Trivia
night is the best night of the year; it’s
always a great time,” commented Dots
Loopesko TO.
For those of you who did not kick
back with some friends and engage
in a fierce battle of wit and facts via
the WRCB trivia night, next year calls
upon you. This is an age-old Bates tra¬
dition that was founded a mere four
years after Colombia University’s fa¬
mous trivia contest and continues to
excite and entertain.

Merchant and Dave Matthews amongst
others in top venues throughout the
world and starring in an episode of Mar¬
tin Scorsese's PBS documentary series,
“The Blues.” Through this documenta¬
ry, Harris was able to travel throughout
the American South and Western Africa,
interviewing legendary American blues
musicians including Taj Mahal and Wil¬
lie King as well as prominent African
musicians from Ali Farka Toure and
Habib Koite to Salif Keita. These inter¬
actions further influenced Harris’ con¬
cept of “diaspora rock” while simulta¬
neously shaping the direction he would
take in much of his later work. They led
him toward a sound that would com¬
bine and blend a variety of contempo¬
rary and traditional elements and styles
of black music from all over the world.

“There are so many connections
between the blues and African music,
for obvious reasons, if you just look at
the history of the people involved,” said
Harris. “The blues in American blacksociety in the South, before they were
popular, were meant to inform people
of the past, but there was also a heavy
emphasis on contemporary happen¬
ings.... It’s unfortunate today that with
such a strong, black musical heritage
you still just hear the same old samples
from black musicians, especially hiphop and rap artists. My style is a little
different; it’s something more along the
lines of contemporary blues.”
“...I’m of a different generation,”
said Harris in a 2002 interview for
Rounder Records. “I didn’t ever have to
go to the back of a bus. If I was out
on the road, I wouldn’t have to camp
in my car because they wouldn’t let
black people in the hotel. So I'm trying
to represent what my tradition is, and
then represent my individual self in the
contemporary moment.”
Not an easy feat in today’s corporatecontrolled mainstream music industry
that primarily supports and distributes
generic, standardized and homogenous
sounds coupled with superficial, mate¬
rialistic and often prejudiced messages.
In light of today's mainstream music
industry, Harris is clearly set apart in a
league of his own. Harris’ commitment
to connecting with the extensively
rich musical heritage of black people
around the world, as he forges his own
unique path toward developing such a
distinct, individual and personal musi¬
cal style, truly warrants both his success
and his “genius” status.

“Semi-Pro” Proves Amateur
LAURA BURNS
STAFF WRITER

It is 1976, and Jackie Moon (Will Fer¬
rell) coaches, promotes and serves as the
star player for the Flint, Michigan Trop¬
ics the worst basketball team in the ABA.
His team is given the chance to fight for
a spot among four teams to merge with
the NBA upon the dissolution of the ABA.
Moon is more in tune with the spectacle
of basketball rather than the actual sport
- known for having bought the Tropics
franchise with earn¬
ings from his one hit.
song, “Love Me Sexy.”
Eager to prepare his
team for success in
the playoffs, he trades
a washing machine
for the help of Monix
(Woody Harrelson), a
former NBA benchwarmer.
Exiting the the¬
ater, I was left only
to wonder;
“What
happened?”
What
happened, Will Fer¬
rell? What happened
to this movie whose
1970s backdrop had such great comedic
potential? What happened to the six dol¬
lars I spent on my ticket? “Semi-Pro,” on
the surface, has the makings of “Anchor¬
man” and “Talladega Nights” but lacks
certain nuances in narrative presentation
that made those earlier films more suc¬
cessful. First, the only character in this
movie is Jackie Moon. Aside from Clar¬
ence (Andre 3000), their star player, and
Monix, the remaining Tropics are name¬
less faces wearing jerseys. In this movie,
whose focus is teamwork, there is little
semblance of an ensemble performance.
In “Anchorman,” each member of the

news team stands out as having a dis¬
tinct character, ensuring an energetic
execution of a tight plot. The charac¬
ter development in “Semi-Pro,” however,
comparatively appears half-hearted. The
plot, as a result, meanders and seems la¬
zily constructed.
I am still waiting for Will Ferrell to
surprise me as a comedic actor. With¬
out the costuming and bulbous 70s hair,
Jackie Moon is just... Will Ferrell. His
character’s series of outrageous promo
schemes does work to maintain audience
interest.
Between
bear wrestling and
giant sun costumes,
however, I was a bit
confused and over¬
whelmed. When the
movie wasn’t reveal¬
ing its desperation
through an abun¬
dance of ludicrous
stunts such as these,
it resorted to cheap
humor. Having the
highest respect for
“Anchorman” and
an appreciation for
the creative, ad-lib
comedy in “Tal¬
ladega Nights,” it was disappointing
to witness how this movie floundered
through jokes about sex, vomit and gun
violence.
I am so sorry, Will Ferrell. 1 sin¬
cerely wanted to enjoy your movie. But
I couldn’t. “Semi-Pro” proved to be a
shoddy attempt at the same screwball
style we see in the earlier movies, men¬
tioned above. It very awkwardly in¬
corporates dramatic elements that have
disturbing effects when they meet with
the film’s comedic fronts. I believe in
you, Will Ferrell. Never scare me like
this again.

Student Quartet Revisits Mozart
KRISTIN HEWITT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Student musicians took the stage in
Olin Sunday night in “A Concert of Piano
Quartets.” The two groups of performers
had been working on their pieces since
the middle of first semester, and many of
them also play in the Bates College Or¬
chestra or take private lessons at Bates.
The concert was composed of two
pieces. In the first, “Piano Quartet in G.
minor, K. 478” by Mozart, Marissa John¬
son ’08 played the violin, Kim Nelson
’08 played viola and Christopher Ray TO
played the cello. Music Professor James
Parakilas performed the piano parts to
both pieces. The Mozart, done in three
movements, began as delicate and sug¬
gestive but covered a range of emotions
becoming fierce and lively as a result of
the warbling piano and challenging part
of the violin.
The second, “Piano Quartet in G mi¬
nor, Op. 45” by Gabriel Faure, featured
Sam Guilford TO on the violin, physics

lab instructor Mark Nordberg on the viola
and Andrew Wilcox ’ll on the cello. The
piece was played with a haunting sense
of urgency throughout, complemented
by the poignancy of the muted, whisper¬
ing strings and the clarity of the cello.
While the audience was small, stu¬
dents enjoyed the opportunity to per¬
form in the Olin concert space. Nelson,
who plays with the orchestra, said, “We
worked hard on our piece, so it was nice
to have a legitimate venue to play it in.”
The performers also said that they en¬
joyed the intimacy of playing with a small
group. Nelson says, “You can play off
each other more and it’s just a more in¬
timate environment than in a big orches¬
tra.” Wilcox, said he was pleased with the
performance and said that they “played
with resilience, and [he] was very moved
by the closeness between us four.”
The concert was a great chance for
students to formally share their talent and
musical achievements with their peers. Be
sure to hear the Bates College Orchestra
play next Friday at 8 p.m.
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An Evening of One-Acts Amuses and Inspires
hunt for a motive for murder,
the characters commented on
the struggles of daily life and
the importance of companion¬
ship while trying to hunt for
a motive for murder. A par¬
ticularly poignant moment was
when Mrs. Hale (Emily Staszak
’10) and Mrs. Peters (Isobela
Moiles ’ll) tried to understand
and justify why a woman might
viciously kill her husband. The
act also, featured junior John
Kaleczyc, senior John Blanchard
and a particularly strong perfor¬
mance by senior Fabio Periera.
Seniors .Sam Leichter and
Stephen Lattanzi reprised the
monologues they performed
in the Kennedy Center Ameri¬
can College Theater Festival
(KCACTF). At the festival, Lat¬
tanzi won the KCACTF Region
1 Irene Ryan Acting Scholarship
MEG kinney/the BATES student and was one of two national fiLeft to right: Anthony Begon '08, Ross Van Horn '08 and David Philbrook '08 showcase
nalists from the region. In April,
their theatrical talent at this year's "Evening of One-Acts and Monologues."
he will perform in the national
KCACTF competition.
The play drew many laughs from the
Leichter portrayed the char¬
ELIZA REED
audience,
particularly
when
Begon’s
acter
of
Hoover,
an eccentric nobody
DEPUTY EDITOR-IN-CHIEF
character Frank claimed to be the mur¬
who is trying to impress others through
dered son of the last Czar of Russia.
telling a story about how another parThis year’s “Evening of One-Acts
Nick
Zagone’s
“Mint
Juleps"
por¬
tygoer has Kurt Cobain’s pancreas. His
and Monologues" presented a time¬
trayed
the
social
workings
of
three
monologue came from James Christy’s
traveling and location-hopping col¬
young women who were each too
new play, “Never Tell.” In the short
lection of student-directed and acted
preoccupied with their own lives to
monologue Leichter truly captured the
plays. The acts, while remarkably di¬
really
see
or
understand
the
struggles
essence of the character highlighting
verse, had common themes of person¬
of
their
friends.
The
play,
which
was
Hoover’s idiosyncrasies.
al and social struggles and the quest to
directed by Kolby Hume ’09, wonder¬
Lattanzi’s monologue from “This
be or find something more in life.
fully
reflected
the
social
relationships
is
Our
Youth” depicted the character
The first two acts complemented
of
college-age
girls
and
the
difficultly
Dennis
Ziegler, a Regan-era New York
each other wonderfully. “Mere Mor¬
of really being heard. The act starred
drug dealer rebelling against his fa¬
tals” depicted the sky-high lunch hour
Schuyler Rooth ’ll, Caroline Servat TO
mous, wealthy parents and his privi¬
of three simple construction men who
and
Hume.
leged youth. Lattanzi emphasized the
were building a 100-story high-rise in
The second half of the show
internal struggles of his character and
New York City. It highlighted the char¬
opened with Susan Glaspell’s “Trifles,”
his search for self identity.
acters’ inner desires to be someone
which was directed by Qinglan Wang
The One-Acts were presented by
greater than they actually were. The
TO.
The
play
depicted
the
search
for
the
Robinson Players and were per¬
one-act was directed by David Phil¬
clues after a murder was committed in
formed this past weekend in the Black
brook ’08 and featured Ross Van Horn
a sleepy farming town. While trying to
Box Theater.
’08, Anthony Begon ’08 and Philbrook.

An Upcoming
Urban Twist on
Shakespeare
SARAH DUNN
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Students will investigate the depth
of public morality in this year’s second
main-stage production, “Measure for
Measure,” opening this weekend.
“Measure for Measure" is a dark
comedy, believed to have been written
in 1603 or 1604. It is one of Shake¬
speare’s three “problem plays” - a
term used to describe plays that do not
easily fit in the catagories of comedy
or drama. “Measure for Measure” ex¬
plores issues of human sexuality, mo¬
rality and justice.
“Measure for Measure” tells the sto¬
ry of a deceitful duke who, claiming
to leave Vienna, dresses as a Friar to
witness the goings-on in his absence.
Lord Angelo rules in his place, prov¬
ing strict and moralistic in his more
stringent control oyer the people. He
imposes harsher regulations on sexual
activity, resulting in the arrest of Clau¬
dio for impregnating his lover, Juliet,
before marriage.
Claudio’s sister Isabella arrives
to beg mercy of Lord Angelo on her
brother’s behalf. Lord Angelo promises
to spare her brother only if Isabella
agrees to have sex with him. As the
Duke and a past lover of Lord Angelo
return, this tale of corruption and hy¬
pocrisy unfolds.
While remaining quite true to
script, the Bates production of this
Shakespearean classic will take place
in the streets of old New York, rather
than its original Austrian setting.
“The play is set in Vienna, a city
that’s fallen into a state of lawless cha¬
os as a result of the Duke’s negligence
and permisiveness. A lot of American
cities were like that in the ’70s and
’80s, so we have set our production
in an environment that evokes New
York in the darkest days of urban de¬
cay and widespread criminality,” said
Professor Andrucki.
The play will feature a cast of 18
including two faculty members: Brian
Pfohl and Luke Douglas. The two male
leads will be played by Stephen Lat¬
tanzi ’08 and Sam Leichter ’08. Student
members of the cast also include Marielle Vigneau-Britt TO as Isabella, Drew
Gallagher ’ll as Claudio and Lana
Smithner TO as Juliet.
Asked why this particular play was
chosen for this semester, Professor
Andrucki stated, ‘“Measure for Mea¬
sure’ is about human nature and the
problems of government. It seemed
like a good choice for the presidential
primary season.”
Performances will take place March
7, 8, 14 and 15 at 7:30 p.m. and March
10 and 16 at 2 p.m. in Gannett The¬
ater.

A Musical Exploration
of “Girls and Boys”
ANDREW WILCOX
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

For those of you who enjoy explor¬
ing the birdlike, saccharine nuances of
Regina Spektor, it would be a shame
to have passed up Ingrid Michaelson
on your way. Michaelson, in her latest
album “Girls and Boys,” sounds like
a twin sister of Spektor, but with just
enough originality to set her apart.
Michaelson crept up through the
world of popular music via television
shows like “Grey’s Anatomy” and “One
Tree Hill,” and commercials for compa¬
nies like “Old Navy.” As far as making
the mainstream, though, it was always
a swim against the current. But that is
probably okay with her.
Even so, her 2006 release “Girls and
Boys” is a formidable subsequent stride
for Michaelson. “Girls and Boys” passed
the baton from small coffee shops to
Michaelson’s appearance on the cover
of “Billboard” Magazine.
Like the album title suggests, Mi¬
chaelson’s “Girls and Boys” is a gather¬
ing of songs that try to uncover certain
special qualities in the relationships be¬
tween boys and girls in love, or at least
getting there. The album’s theme passes
back and forth between contemplating
one’s tendencies for heartache and ap¬
preciating relief for the perpetual bro¬
ken heart.
Track 5, “The Way I Am,” is the
centerpiece of “Girls and Boys,” not
to mention the tune that distinguished
Michaelson and her at times minimalist
songwriting ability (this song consists
only of an acoustic guitar, vocals, a shak¬
er and some hand claps). Her incessant
sense of humor and soft spot for love
are seen clearly in this song, with lyrics

like “I’d buy you
Rogaine
when
STtlMT'S
i I . IS l M
you start losing
all your hair.” At REVIEW
first lines like this
seem silly, but
we can all agree
that,
neverthe¬
less, they do en¬
capsulate true love.
Though Michaelson is often far too
talkative and “funny” during her live
shows, “Boys and Girls” is a cherished
purchase, for her unfortunately cease¬
less banter with the audience did not
sneak its way in between this album’s
tracks, as it does live.
What the album does preserve, as
in the live show, is Michaelson’s knack
for poppy piano riffs, and her backup
singer/guitarist Allie Moss’ impeccable
harmonies. The two prove a powerful
duo. While her music is poppy at times
and harder at others, it is always me¬
lodic (no thanks to her incorporation
of typical whiny string passages. When
will pop singers ever get enough?!).
What is continuously impressive
about Michaelson, like Spektor, is her
ability to sing the less obvious vocal
line, having a special appreciation for
accidentals and minors that make an
ordinary melody shine. It is a beauti¬
ful gift.
Ingrid Michaelson is still relatively
unknown, but she is poking her face
in the picture more and more with re¬
leases like “Boys and Girls.” This album
may prove a loyal companion to those
seeking commiseration for a broken
heart, or offer a musical high-five for
those realizing new love. Check it out at
www.myspace.com/ingridmichaelson.

Bates Best Dressed
Week of March 3: Andrew Karp ’ 10
AMELIE HOPKINS
STAFF WRITER

What He’s Wearing: White sneakers with
red piping and blue laces, brown plaid pants and
a black graphic T-shirt.
Why It Works: Karp’s ensemble encapsulates
the idea of urban apparel. His white sneakers,
which his mother once attempted to throw away,
and his plaid pants create a solid foundation for
the outfit, but the real flair comes with Karp’s
T-shirt. A devout believer that “T-shirts go with
anything,” Karp's T-shirt featuring Optimus Prime
is one created by JAQK Apparel (Jaqkapparel.
com), an urban clothing company Karp started
with Sam Rigby ’08 and Will Gardener ’09. The
shirt is typical of their designs, which utilize
bright pastels and colors that pop in order to
draw attention to the wearer. Karp says his
major fashion influences can be traced back to
his childhood, when he wore a pair of purple
overalls from age three to age six. Clearly, the
sense of whimsy Karp exhibited in his childhood
clothing choices have persisted to this day
AMELIE HOPKINS/THE BATES STUDENT
with great results.

Proceed With Caution:
STDs, a Reality at Bates
SMILEY WODD
SEX COLUMNIST

When it comes to talking about
hooking up, having sex or just plain
making out, everyone seems to be
game. It is a “meeting of the minds”
topic, as virgins, the sexually promis¬
cuous, homosexuals and heterosexuals
alike all seem to find common ground
in divulging their own individual sexscapades and listening to others. Yet,
when it comes to talking about sexually
transmitted diseases (STDs), conversa¬
tion usually seems to run dry, as most
individuals are naturally less inclined to
disclose their own experiences.
This reaction is expected, seeing as
there is such a horrible social stigma
attached to STDs. Contracting an STD
seems to result in the assumption of
promiscuity, coupled with whispers of
dirtiness and sluttiness. However, the
truth of the matter, according to the
American Social Health Association,
is that one out of two sexually active
people will contract an STD by the age
of 25. So with STDs being so prevalent,
it’s surprising that our society still proj¬
ects so much shame and humiliation on
not only the people who contract the
diseases, but also the topic in general.
This isn’t the 19th century when
Victorian standards branded unmarried
women who held hands with men as
sluts. In this day and age, people are
hooking up, and more often than not,
people are having sex. More precisely,
roughly 77.6 percent of college students
surveyed in a 2005 University of Minne¬
sota Boynton Health Service reported
being sexually active - an ambiguous
term, but one that encompasses various
sexual acts that can regrettably subject
participants to the unfortunate conse¬
quences of the act. Granted, these two
statistics vary from college to college,
but essentially what they indicate in re¬
lation to Bates is that many more peo¬
ple than we think are carrying an STD
at Bates.
Here at Bates, there seems to be
a common misconception around the
prevalence of STDs. In fact, the other
day, one of my friends went so far as to
say that “it seems like pretty much no
one has an STD at Bates.” Perhaps the
fact that Bates is smaller than most of
our high schools and everyone seems
to know everything about everyone,
from how many siblings someone has
to how many people that person has
‘hooked up’ with, prompted my friend
to jump to the assumption that STDs
are no big deal at Bates. But, I caution
you, just because personal experiences
with a sexually transmitted disease are
not a common topic of conversation at

the lunch table
does not mean
STDs don’t ex¬
ist in our Bates
bubble.
Now don’t
get me wrong,
I’m not suggesting a witch hunt of some
sort to track down all the carriers and
brand them for the sake of the rest of
the community. Far from that in fact, as
the real purpose of this article is to raise
awareness about the subject. The fact of
the matter is that you never know what
you’re getting yourself into whenever
you hop into bed with someone. And
unfortunately just wearing a condom
just doesn’t cut it anymore.
Educate yourself so that you know
the risks for every sexual situation
beforehand: check out the American
Health Social Association website, www.
ashastd.org, for more information on
,STDs. Make sure to communicate with
every partner, from a one-night stand to
a long-term boyfriend or girlfriend, and
hope that both you and your partner
know the truth about your respective
sexual health. And most importantly,
make sure you are always practicing
safe sex.
For those who have contracted an
STD, make sure to be taking the nec¬
essary steps toward treating it. And try
not to internalize the social stigma sur¬
rounding STDs, as it’s not a reflection
on your character. Plenty of individuals
who have had very few partners have
unfortunately contracted an STD, per¬
haps from a deceitful partner or even
while losing their virginity. Just make
sure to be honest with each and every
one of your partners, as you owe it to
them to share the truth.
Finally, whether you have an STD
or not, take advantage of the resources
here at Bates as well as in the greater
Lewiston area. Testing is offered both at
the health center, either with the wom¬
en’s health specialist, Kathy McGovern,
or the men’s health specialist, Bernie
Vigna, and at The STD Clinic located on
Lisbon Street in Lewiston. It most com¬
monly costs around $30, although some
tests cost more. The health center also
offers a variety of safer sex products for
sale in the Self-Care Clinic, displayed
in a separate room on the second floor
alongside cold medicines and Tylenol,
where students can anonymously make
purchases through an honor system.
However trite and cliche it may
sound, use protection! STDs don’t dis¬
criminate, so don’t think you’re invin¬
cible. As always, educate yourself, have
fun and be safe.

Rosal’s Rhythmic Lines
Excite and Energize
Throw a Bucket of Water on Me,” his
rage with this and other constant racial
affronts is palpable.
Rosal examines his own history
from his Catholic upbringing, to his
childhood in New Jersey, to being the
only non-white and object of scrutiny
in a diner in Austin, Texas, to find “what
kind of sound can rally us all together.”
He writes in the previous poem, “we
forget how - like brothers - we put the
first bite in one another’s mouths,” re¬
vealing the connection between those
who profess to hate each other.
After reading “As Glass,” in which
he discovers his ability to love his fa¬
ther when speaking to him in Spanish
instead of English, Rosal discussed the
possibilities of language in shaping love
or hatred. Everyone, he points out, has
a culture and a variety of experiences
that gives them many voices or sets of
vocabulary and references they share
with different groups of people. “Each
of you speaks many Englishes,” he said,
ending with a possibility of finding lan¬
guages in which people who seem to
hate each other can love. J
To date Rosal has published two
books of poetry and is working on a
third collection as well as a novel. His
first book, “Uprock Headspin Scramble
and Dive,” won the 2004 Members’
Choice Award from the Asian Ameri¬
can Writers Workshop. Rosal currently
teaches in Austin, TX.

KRISTEN HEWITT
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

As part of the English Department’s
Visiting Writer Series, poet Patrick Rosal
performed a passionate and energizing
reading in Chase Lounge last Wednes¬
day night. His musicality thrilled the
audience, and the candor and rhythm
of his words mirrored the dancing ges¬
tures of his body and hands.
Professor Rob Farnsworth, in his in¬
troduction, identified in Rosal’s poems
the influence of poets such as Amiri
Baraka, Frank O’Hara and William Car¬
los Williams, as well as “grown-up rage”
and regrets, which contend with the
poet’s mixed emotions about his family
life and heritage.
Rosal describes wrestling with the
racism he faces as an second-genera¬
tion American, the son of Filipino immi¬
grants. Through the form of the Kundiman, a Filipino (often unrequited) love
song, Rosal plays with his dual identi¬
ties. Rosal writes what he calls “Ameri¬
can Kundiman,” a play off the political
role of the Kundiman during the Span¬
ish occupation of the Philippines. Sang
as if to a woman, the Kundiman became
a way to protest and mourn for the lost
homeland, without being an explicit
threat. Rosal swaps the traditional, folk
style of the Kundiman with the modernday American sounds of hip-hop; he
takes on a new task of expressing his
love for America and a longing
for what he hopes it might be.
The poems he read were
from his first two books, “Uprock Headspin Scramble and
Dive” (2003) and “My American
Kundiman” (2006), and a third
soon-to-be published collection
of poems. They expressed a mix
of love and delight, frustration
and rage. In the poem “Citrus
Staff Applications for the 2008/09
City,” which celebrates eating
Publication are coming this week.
an orange outside in New York
Check your announce or email
City, he finds and shares a deli¬
cious joy in life, while in others,
tflanaga@bates.edu for more
such as “About the White Boys
who Drove by a Second Time to ^information
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Swimmers, Divers Break
Bates Records at NESCACs
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

*

The last two weekends marked
the culmination of all the hard work
the swimming and diving teams have
put into this season as they competed
in the NESCAC Championships.
At Wesleyan last weekend, the
women placed ninth of 11 teams
and this weekend the men took 11th
place at Middlebury, but both teams
returned to Maine with stories of suc¬
cess.
Bates’ 18 girls represented at
Wesleyan in true Bobcat fashion. In
total, the team broke 10 school re¬
cords, had nine national qualifying
performances and more than 70 life¬
time best swims. Junior diver Kelsey
Lamdin placed second and third in
the lm and 3m events while setting
two new school records. Sophomore
Katelyn Drake broke the 100-yd backstroke record twice before the end of
the three day competition. First-year
Charlotte Green outswam her rookie
status on the team by finishing sixth
in the 50-yd freestyle and fifth in the
100-yd freestyle while setting new
school records in both. The Bobcat

relay of Annie Barton ’08, Emilie Sw¬
enson ’08, Drake and Green set new
school records in the 200-yd, 400-yd
and 800-yd freestyle relays.
A week later the men spent the
weekend competing at Middlebury
where they battled back and forth
with Trinity in the water all weekend.
Junior Chris Berry broke school re¬
cords in the 50-yd and 100-yd backstroke as he medaled sixth in the 100
and fourth in the 50.
Having returned from a semes¬
ter abroad, John Harvey ’09 swam a
season best 200-yd free and dropped
over 37 seconds off his previous time
in the 1000-yd freestyle. Byron Coo¬
per ’ll, Blaise Thompson ’ll, Peem
Chatikavanij ’ll, Patrick Flaherty ’08
and Nate Cooper ’09 all recorded life¬
time bests in their individual events.
The team’s three divers each finished
in the top 15 and senior diver Dan
Perry placed ninth on the lm board
and fifth on the 3m.
Both men and women finished
the season with amazing swims at the
conference championship. Coach Pe¬
ter Casares’ long-term goal of doing
well in the conference has already
started showing individual results.

Squash Ends Season at
Individual Nationals
All-American Weisskopf wins Skillman Award
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

After men’s squash finished their
season with a 14-4 record and ninthplace national ranking by the College
Squash Association, they continued to
amass national recognition at the CSA
Individual Nationals this past week¬
end at Navy.
They ended their season of team
competition with a 6-3 defeat of the
University of Rochester on Feb. 17.
Ricky Weisskopf ’08 defeated Hameed
Ahmed ’ll, avenging a 3-0 loss to
Ahmed in January. Other wins were
logged by Matt Marchisotto ’ll, Will
Katz ’ll, Nick Echeverria ’ll, Chip
Russell ’09 and Deacon Chapin ’09.
After an outstanding 18-5 singles
record this season, Weisskopf ’08 was
defeated on Sunday by Trinity’s Andres
Vargas ’ll in the championship match
of the second round losers bracket
of the Potter Cup (A) Division. Weis¬
skopf was named All-American for
the fourth time on Friday. Weisskopf
was also honored with the Skillman
Award, the highest honor in college
squash.

After defeating Ethan Oetter ’09 of
Yale, Sean Wilkinson ’08 was defeated
by Rushabh Vora ’09 of Trinity in the
quarterfinals of the Malloy (B) Divi¬
sion Main Draw.
Finishing the season with a 16-5
individual record, Kush Mahan TO
performed extremely well at Individu¬
al Nationals. After defeating Williams’
Ethan Buchsbaum TO, Mahan won
the Malloy (B) Cup third round losers
bracket. Mahan, Bates’ No. 3 player
this season, will likely move into the
No. 1 spot next year as the successor
to Weisskopf’s four-year reign.
Men’s squash achieved great suc¬
cess this season. As the search for a
permanent head coach continues,
Marc Kannegieser has served as a
phenomenal interim coach. The con¬
tributions of senior Co-Captains Weis¬
skopf and Wilkinson will be sorely
missed, as will senior Joshua Parker.
However, the teams’ greatest attribute
this season has been its depth, and it
seems clear that we can expect great
feats from current underclassmen in
the coming years.

Men’s Basketball Season Ended With Tough Loss at Bowdoin
AVI MINDER
STAFF WRITER

What a difference a week makes.
Seven days after beating the Bowdoin
Polar Bears on their home court, men’s
basketball saw their season quickly
ended against the same team on the
same court. What looked to be a dra¬
matic, fight-till-you-drop final battle
between these two rivals turned out
surprisingly one sided as the fourth

seeded Polar Bears defeated fifth
seeded Bates 83-50 last Saturday in the
opening round of the NESCAC tourna¬
ment. While Bates went home disap¬
pointed, Bowdoin upset top ranked
Amherst in the semi-finals, earning a
shot at the NESCAC championship.
The Bobcats were held to 22.6
percent shooting from the floor in the
first half, took only one free-throw at¬
tempt and were on the bad end of two
11-0 spurts as the team faced an insur¬

mountable 41-18 halftime deficit.
Led by Andrew Hippert’s game high
28, the Polar Bears shot a lights-out
52.5 percent for the game. Along with
their hot shooting, Bowdoin played a
tough inside game, out-rebounding
Bates, 45-30, and outscoring the Bob¬
cats in the paint, 24-8. First-year Brian
Ellis led the Bobcats with 12 points,
while seniors Pat Hallorn and Bryan
Wholey chipped in with 8 apiece in
their last games.

While the game proved a disap¬
pointing end to a surprisingly success¬
ful 2007-2008 campaign, the Bobcats
hope to build off of their 17-8 record.
All but three players will be returning
next year, many of whom emerged as
key contributors this season. Games
begin in mid-November so have your
school spirit recharged and ready to
go for Coach Reilly’s Bobcats in a few
short months.

Women's Hoops Loses to Polar Bears m Quarterfinals
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s basketball entered the fi¬
nal weeks of the 2007-2008 season with
momentum, dominating the CBB with
back-to-back victories against NESCAC
rivals Colby and Bowdoin on Feb. 15
and 16. The wins clinched the Bobcats
a spot in the NESCAC quarterfinals.
The impressive pair of W’s began
with a 77-64 obliteration of the Colby
Mules. Meg Coffin ’08 scored 20 points
to go with 9 rebounds, barely outdo¬
ing fellow frontrunner Val Beckwith ’09

who added 19 points and 6 assists of
own.
The real highlight of the weekend
didn’t occur until the next afternoon
when the ladies redeemed an earlier
loss to Bowdoin with an outstanding
62-52 victory. Beckwith starred, leaving
Alumni Gymnasium that afternoon hav¬
ing poured in 1,007 total career points.
It was a picturesque Senior Day for
team veterans Matia Kostakis ’08, Coffin
and Sarah Barton ’08, as well. Kostakis
dominated the day with a season high
of 20 points and 8 rebounds, draining 9

of her 13 total shots from the floor.
Outplaying their opponents in
all areas, the Bobcats held the lead
throughout the game, stifling the Polar
Bears’ attempts to stage a comeback in
the second half. The team’s much im¬
proved shooting percentage and strong
defensive play left the Bobcats confi¬
dent as they poised themselves for an¬
other face-off against Bowdoin in the
NESCAC championships the following
weekend in Brunswick.
The quarterfinal match-up on
Feb. 23 ended in heartbreak, though,

as Bates fell to their Maine rivals in a
55-51 defeat. Coffin stood out in her fi¬
nal game, netting 20 points and pulling
down 11 rebounds, setting a fast-paced
tempo in the offensive zone right from
the start. At the close of the first half,
Bates led 29-22. Coming into the sec¬
ond frame Bowdoin stepped up their
offensive play, pushing ahead 53-48.
Bates lost 53-52.
The team closes the 2007-2008 sea¬
son with a record of 5-4 in the NESCAC,
and 15-10 overall, good for a fifth-place
finish in the conference.

Women’s Track Sets Records in Mass.
ANDY PERCY
STAFF WRITER

The women’s track and field team
had an exceptional weekend at the
Open New England Championships at
Boston University.
The most impressive individual high¬
light came from Co-Captain Izzy Alex¬
ander ’09, who came back from a 10thplace finish in the 800m preliminaries
to take fifth overall in the finals with a
school record time of 2:14.69.
The 4x400 meter relay team of Al¬
exander, Dana Lindauer ’ll, Molly Radis
TO and Jen Marino ’09 qualified pro¬
visionally for Nationals by running a
school record time of 3:57.19. With this

record, Alexander now owns, or is part
of, six Bates indoor records.
Radis also had a busy weekend, run¬
ning four races over the course of the
meet. She continued her stellar season
by placing 10th overall in the finals of
the 400m (58.30) and running a personal
best in the 200m (26.26).
On Friday, Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan
TO placed seventh out of 24 in the 20-lb
weight throw with a heave of 52T0.75”.
Co-Captain Amy Rosania ’08 ran 3:03 in
the 1000m, the sixth fastest time ever
posted by a Bates female athlete. Jen
Mitton ’ll ran 18:14 in the 5000m, mov¬
ing her up to tenth on the Bates all-time
list. The distance medley relay of Katie
Bash TO, Lindauer, Alex Alberto ’ll and
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Sylvan Ellefson In sports, skill makes
one good, but an ability
to finish makes one great.
Eliefson is demonstrating
his finishing ability right
now, returning from ill¬
ness to capture two golds
and a silver in carnivals at
Williams and Middllebury.
Ellefson has catapulted
himself to the top of EISA’s
rankings, making himself
the points leader and top
seed coming out of the
East,'entering Nationals in
Montana, where he will
be when this issue goes to
print. This will mark Ellef¬
son’s third straight taw>||p
Nationals.
RUFF FKTTERS0N/C0URTESY PHOTO
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Molly Balentine ’08 ran 12:37, the fifth
fastest Bates time ever.
Saturday was a big day for the relays.
In addition to the 4x400, the 4x800m
team ran the second fastest time in Bates
history (9:39.44).
Finally, Marino jumped 16’5.75” in
the long jump and 36’4.75” in the triple
jump, placing l6th and 10th, respec¬
tively.
Bates also competed in two meets
over winter break: the Tufts Invitational
on Feb. 16 and the Division III New Eng¬
land Championships at Smith College on
Feb. 23.
Highlights from Tufts included Al¬
exander setting a new school record in
the 600m (1:37.71), Duncan winning the

weight throw (54’9 50”) and Co-Captain
Cassandra Kirkland ’08 taking second in
the weight throw (49’9”).
The following week at Dill’s, Dun¬
can was crowned New England Dill
Champion in both the shot put and
weight throw with marks of 427.75” and
53T0.50”, respectively. Kirkland took
third in the weight, earning her All-New
England honors.
Radis finished fourth in both the
200m and 400m with times of 26.67 and
59.87, respectively, making her the first
Bates woman to break 60 seconds in
over 20 years.
Bates will return to Boston this week¬
end when they compete at the ECAC
Championships at Harvard University.

Softball 0-4 Following Trip to Virginia
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

With this weekend’s season opening
“Beach Blast” in Virginia Beach behind
them, women’s softball now will embark
on a demanding 28-game schedule, four
games in the hole.
Sixteen players round out the 2008
roster, with Head Coach Gwen Lexow, As¬
sistant Coach Ann Marie Caron and solo
Captain Stacia Saniuk ’09 leading tire way.
Most promising this season is the depth
of the Bobcat bullpen, which holds five
pitchers, as opposed to the usual two or

three.
Saniuk will unquestionably continue
to serve as the team’s backbone, having
already achieved all-NESCAC honors and
set multiple records as a rookie.
Six first-years join the rather young
squad this season, three of which join on
as pitchers. Lexow is optimistic about the
contributions these ladies will make, and
she believes that the only obstacle of note
will be the three extra feet between the
plate and the mound that changes in col¬
legiate competition.
Bates plays a double-header against
Rhode Island College away on Mar. 19.

Women’s Squash Falls to Ephs
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s squash concluded their
2007-2008 season with back-to-back
weekends of national championship
competition. The weekend of Feb.
22 kicked off the team finals, hosted
by Princeton University. The Bobcats
played for the Kurtz Cup, in which seats
9-16 competed for the Division B title;
the ladies entered play ranked 13th.
Bates avenged a fluke defeat to
Bowdoin earlier this season with a 5-4
victory on Friday evening. Charlotte
Gerrish ’08 and Caroline Lemoine ’08
(who swapped seats on the ladder)
both took home W’s, as did Margot
Webel ’09, Sarah Blomstedt ’09 and So¬
phie Runquist ’09.
Unfortunately, the team fell to the
Ephs in the second round of play, los¬
ing all nine games. Bates faced Mount
Holyoke College in the final leg of

championship play, failing to clinch the
11th seat in a close 5-4 match.
The team’s top three players, Laverty, Lemoine and Jenny Imrich ’08, went
on this past weekend to the Individual
Championships at the US Naval Acad¬
emy in Annapolis, Maryland. Ironically,
teammates Imrich and Laverty were
pinned against each other in the round
of 16. Laverty took home the victory in
three games and went on to lose to Mt.
Holyoke’s Laura Robinson in the quar¬
terfinals. Lemoine defeated Laurian Lue
Yen from Mt. Holyoke in five and went
on to lose to Cornell’s Anne Ritter in
four.
Overall, the ladies represented
Bates well, taking most matches into
four and five games apiece, refusing to
accept defeat. Having officially finished
the 2007-2008 season, the Bobcats will
lose key players and Co-Captains Im¬
rich, Gerrish and Lemoine, all of whose
shoes will be difficult to fill.
i

7

Alpine Season
Over, Women
to Nationals
JEREMY GRANT
STAFF WRITER

Thirty-seven years from now, when
the current seniors on the Bates ski team
reflect on their collegiate careers, they will
smile with pride.
The men’s ski team says farewell to
seniors Leo Menard, Dan Loman, Kevin
Berry and Matt Brockman. On the wom¬
en’s side, the team is losing seniors Me¬
lissa Jones and Whitney Fahy. More im¬
portant than their individual efforts, the
seniors have been instrumental in shaping
the future of the alpine ski team with their
leadership, commitment and dedication.
The team skied their last race Feb. 23
at the Middlebury Carnival, which was
the Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Association
Championships. The team finished the
carnival in fifth place.
First-year Micaela Holland had an im¬
pressive weekend for the women, taking
ninth in the giant slalom and 13th in the
slalom. Juniors Emily Sampson and Liz
Thompson finished seventh and 16th, re¬
spectively, in the slalom event.
Loman led the men, placing eighth in
the GS. In the slalom, Menard came in
10th.
This week, Holland, Thompson and
Sampson will be competing at NCAA
Championships in Bozeman, Montana.

Young Nordic
Team Prepared
for 2009
HARRY POOfLE
STAFF WRITER

The 2008 carnival season ended last
weekend, and the Bobcat women finished
the season with some of their finest perfor¬
mances to date.
Friday’s race was a standard 5k indi¬
vidual start, freestyle technique race. The
course featured many long gradual up¬
hill sections, some flats and long winding
downhill sections. All in all, the challenges
on the course fit the strengths of the Bates
women. First-year Megan McClelland im¬
pressed with an 18th-place (14:28.1) finish,
the best of six Bobcat women, finishing in
the top 30. Scoring after McClelland were
two more first-years, Kirsten Gill and Natalie
Ruppertsbeiger, in 22nd (14:46.8) and 26th
(14:49.1).
Saturday’s mass start 10k classical tech¬
nique race continued the positive weekend
by featuring some of the best results of the
season. McClelland led the women for the
second straight day with a gut-wrenching
llth-place finish (31:11.0), her career best.
Not far behind was Samuelson, achieving
her best career finish as she crossed the
line in I6th-place (31:21.1). Completing the
scoring for the women was Ruppertsbeger,
completing one of her best overall week¬
ends with a 24th-place finish (32:10.7).
The overall sixth-place score for the day
was not indicative of how the women skied
on one of the team’s greatest overall days in
years.
With no skiers graduating, look for
the Bobcat women to steadily improve by
the time the season starts next winter. The
incoming freshman class has some talent,
and with the four freshmen, combined with
Samuelson and Nicole Ritchie ’09, the future
looks bright. The team also hopes for juniors
Haleigh Armstrong and Meghan Somers to
regain the form they showed throughout
their freshman and sophomore years. The
women have set their sights on qualifying
skiers for the NCAA Championships being
held at Bates next March.

Men’s Track
Travels to BU
KATIE BASH
STAFF WRITER

Bates had several men participate in
the Open New England Championship
this weekend at Boston University.
On Friday, Doug Brecher TO ran a
personal best time in the 5k (15:07),
placing 11th overall.
Ryan Quinn ’ll ran in both the 55m
dash (6.73) and 200m run (23.02).
Richard McNeil TO finished fourth in
the weight throw, winning 5 points for
the Bobcats, with a throw of over 56’. In
addition, senior Captain Noah Gauthier
placed 12th in the weight throw, taking
somewhat of an off-weekend, as he pre¬
pares for the NCAA National Champion¬
ship in two weeks.
On Saturday, senior Captain Em¬
manuel Drabo managed to finish 15th
in the triple jump with a jump of 42’,
after being injured on and off this sea¬
son.
Also on Saturday, Sophmore Rich
McNeil placed 17th in the shot put, with
a toss of 45’10”.
On the track, Bates’ 4x400m team
finished 20th out of 24 teams. The quar¬
tet of Ryan Quinn ’ll, Carlos Castro TO,
Brett Epler ’ll and Drabo ran a season
best time of 3:27.44.
Next weekend, the men will com¬
pete at the ECAC Championship held at
Harvard University.
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Ellefson Earns Number One Bid in East
NATALIE RUPPERTSBERGER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Men’s Nordic rounded off a very
successful season this past weekend at
the Middlebury Carnival.
Junior Sylvan Ellefson led the team
with a second-place finish in the 15k
classic technique race on Saturday and
a first-place finish in the 10k freestyle
on Friday. He led the Freestyle race by
a whopping 19.9 seconds, a huge mar¬
gin of victory for such a fast course and
speedy conditions. His victory marks
the second time that a Bates male skier
has won a carnival, the first being his
victory at the Williams Carnival last
weekend.
Ellefson’s performances last week¬
end assured him the number one bid
to the NCAA championships, which will
take place March 5-8 in Bozeman, Mon¬
tana.
The Bates men skied especially well
in Saturday’s classic race, placing three
racers in the top 10. Behind Ellefson
was Sam Evans-Brown ’09 in eighth
place and Tim Whiton ’09 in 10th place.
This put the men’s team into second
place for the day, their best finish of the
season.
In Friday’s skate race, Evans-Brown
tied for 13th place, as sophomore Bran¬
don Cooper followed in 27th place.
“I am so glad that we were able to
end the season on such a great note,”
said senior Co-Captain Matt Dunlap. “We
really put it together and were able to
work as a team for some great individu¬
al performances. This weekend’s results
will definitely give the team some great
momentum going into next year.”
Several of the team members plan
to compete in more races and ski mara¬
thons in the next few weeks, but this
year’s carnival season has come to a
close.

MAC KING
MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

Perhaps I am just
depressed with the weather. Maybe the
rigors of Physics 108 are finally starting
to take their toll. I do know that spring
has never seemed further away, summer
seems a relative myth and I really don’t
care about the glancing angles of all high¬
er order maxima. I also can’t help feeling
some genuine concern for the integrity of
the sporting world.
They say that no news is good news.
But in the realm of professional sports as
of late, it seems that all news is bad news.
As I do every vacation, I spent my Feb¬
ruary break firmly planted in front of my
television set, sopping up relevant sports
news like a nasty sponge. ESPN, ESPN2,
ESPN Classic, I watched everything short
of “The Ocho” (I also think I watched
“True Lies” and “Clear and Present Dan¬
ger” at least two times each).
Regardless, I couldn’t escape the slew
of negative headlines. The FBI announced
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Ellefson skis to a first-place finish in the 10k freestyle this weekend. Ellefson took second in the classic style race the fol¬
lowing day.

Women’s Tennis 0-2
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Women’s tennis stands at 0-2 early
in the spring leg of their 2007-2008 sea¬
son.
Coached by Bates alums Paul Gastonguay ’89 and assistant Tristan Beach
’06, the team headed off to Tampa Bay
with the men’s team to kick off the
spring in the Florida sun. There the
ladies played against the University of
Tampa, falling 7-2. The team failed to
take home a win in the singles compe¬
tition but clinched two out of three in

doubles.
Back in Lewiston, the ladies faced
MIT* at Merrill Gymnasium on March 1.
Despite a 9-0 shutout by their Massa¬
chusetts competitors, four of the six sin¬
gles matches were taken to three sets.
Accomplishing this were Caryn Benisch
’09, Maillika Raghavan ’08, Jean Gulliver
TO and Eliza Kano-Bower ’ll.
Given the tough competition, nei¬
ther loss accurately gauges where the
team will stand in NESCAC matches.
The Bobcats head to Vermont to play
Middlebury next weekend on March 8
in their first NESCAC match-up.

Baseball Prepares for
Florida, Packed Schedule
ERIC ARMSTRONG
STAFF WRITER

Entering their ninth year under the
leadership of Coach Craig Vandersea,
Bobcat baseball seems poised for suc¬
cess.
After a long February break of twoa-days, including substantial hitting
drills, strength training and some intra¬
squad scrimmaging, final cuts have been
made and the season is underway. Firstyears joining the team include Noah
Burke, Paul Chiampa, Noah Lynd, Ryan
Heide, Luke Wambold, Alex Gallant,
Jake Simon, Rich Velotta, Pat Murphy
and Gordie Webb.
Team co-captains this year are Rob
Patton ’08 and Alex Maulucci ’08. Com¬
ing off a difficult 7-22 season last year,
Patton and Maulucci have their work cut
out for them. They will be leading the

Late
Winter
Blues

largest team in program history through
the most games ever played.
At the outset of the season, the ma¬
jority of the team is looking healthy.
Danny Bousquet ’08 has an injured hand.
He will be out for about six weeks, but
hopefully will be able to participate in
the two final NESCAC games. Addition¬
ally, pitcher Larry Hinkle ’09 is currently
injured.
Although the starting lineup has
not yet been officially determined, vet¬
eran pitchers Ben Shwartz ’09 and Sean
VanderVliet ’08 will anchor the rotation.
The team will be traveling to Orlan¬
do, Florida, to participate in the Central
Florida Invitational March 15-17. Their
first regional game will be March 22
against UMaine-Presque Isle, with their
first NESCAC match March 28 against
Tufts.

Stein and Men’s Tennis
Dominate Babson, 9-0
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

The men’s tennis team is off to a hot
start this spring with a 2-1 record.
Last Friday they went on the road
and beat non-league opponent Babson
College, 9-0, without losing a singles
or doubles set. Led by junior Captain
Ben Stein, who won his single sets 6-3,
6-2, and his doubles set 8-2 with part¬
ner Amrit Rupasinghe TO, the Bobcats
dominated the Babson Beavers.
Senior Captain Danilo Acosta won
his singles match 6-2, 6-3. Also compet¬
ing for the Bobcats were sophomores
Maxwell Berger, Ryan Mannelly and Mi¬

chael Reiss and senior Brett Hine.
Injured junior Captain Mike Sher¬
man said, “We have extremely high
hopes for our season. Bates is hosting
the NCAA Nationals in May, and we are
training as hard as we can in hopes of
being selected to compete in this tour¬
nament, on our home courts, and rep¬
resent Bates.”
The Bobcats are hoping for contin¬
ued strong play from Stein who plays
number one singles and number one
doubles and is ranked eighth in the na¬
tion in the latter.
The Bobcats play in the Middlebury
Invitational this weekend against New
York University and Middlebury.

Lady Laxers Await Opener
BRENDAN BRODEUR
STAFF WRITER

Last season, women’s lacrosse had
their , first match as early as Feb. 22.
This season’s opener is not until March
8, providing ample time to prepare for
not only their season opener, also the
first conference match/against Middle¬
bury.
Though the Bobcats ended the
spring season last year with a confer¬
ence record of 2-7 and an overall re¬
cord of 8-7, the team did not seem to
be influenced much by home or away
games. Bates was 4-3 at home and 4-4
on the road, and maintained a season
average of 11 goals per game, while
demonstrating consistency in both
shots on goal and number of shots per

period.
Bates will play most of the first half
of the season this year on their home
field, starting with NESCAC opponent
Middlebury instead of a non-confer¬
ence opponent like last season.
Facing Middlebury will be a chal¬
lenge for Bates and every other NES¬
CAC team. Middlebury won its seventh
consecutive NESCAC title last season
and went undefeated in the conference,
16-2 overall. Both teams, however, pos¬
sess All-American talent. Though Mid¬
dlebury has a player with All-American
status from last season, so too is Bates
senior Molly Wagner, honored with the
title after an amazing season and is the
first player to be honored from Bates
since Molly McMahon in 1998.

Men's Lacrosse Opens
Regular Season with Tough
Loss to 8th-Ranked WNEC
HARRY POOLE
STAFF WRITER
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Senior Craig Blake defends his classmate Captain Mike Medeiros in practice.

The 2008 men’s lacrosse season
began this Sunday with a non-league
game at No. 8 ranked Western New
England College (WNEC). Although
the men lost, 7-2, the score does not
provide the best indication of how
the Bobcats played in their first game
of the season.
Alex Cronstein ’09 gave the Bob¬
cats some early momentum as he put
one past WNEC goalie Chris Body
’08 one minute into the contest. Un¬
fortunately, the momentum shifted
five minutes later as midfielder Colin
Houlihan ’ll scored the first of five
straight for the Golden Bears.
For the following two quarters,
the game became a battle of tough
defenses as the score stayed 5-1 until
Bates’ Craig Blake ’08 scored off of
a Brent Morin ’08 assist to bring the

Bobcats within three. Unfortunately
that was as close as the men could
get as the Golden Bears stormed
back to kill the Bobcat momentum
with back-to-back goals in the last
six minutes of the game.
“I think we learned a lot from
the loss and it will help us to better
prepare for Middlebury,” said senior
Captain Brent Morin.
The game came fresh after a week
in Virginia which saw a very talented
Bates team put in countless hours of
practice and even get in scrimmages
against Washington and Lee, Denni¬
son and St. Mary ’ s.
Said Morin of the preaseason trip,
“it was the the best we have ever
played this early in the season.”
Look for Morin and the Bobcats
to bounce back this week with a
non-league contest against Keene
State on Wednesday at home before
they host Middlebury on Saturday af¬
ternoon.

A Beagle! Is this Com¬
munist Russia? Were all
the Springer Spaniels on
strike? Is there no rhyme
or reason in the world
any longer?

their intention to investigate Clemens on
accounts of perjury, the NCAA convicted
Hoosiers Head Coach Kelvin Sampson of
illegal recruiting, Wrigley Field began ac¬
cepting offers on its namesake and a Bea¬
gle won Best in Show at the Westminster
Dog Show. A Beagle! Is this Communist
Russia? Were all the Springer Spaniels on
strike? Is there no rhyme or reason in the
world any longer?
Even when I turned to the local media,
I found myself face-to-face (or perhaps
more appropriately my face to Clay Ben¬
nett’s turned-back) with the sad fact that
after 41 years of service the Sonics were
leaving Seattle.
It certainly didn’t help my demeanor
that, for reasons not entirely explained to
me, construction workers had boarded up
the windows of my house, transforming
my family room into a den of sin; as dark¬
ness shrouded my soul, so too did dark¬
ness envelop my home.
Experiencing gloom this time of year
is not an enigma. Football is over, baseball
has yet to begin, the NBA season is drag¬
ging on and nobody really knows or cares
what’s happening in the NHL. As sports
fans we are more Lost than ABC’s Des¬
mond Hume, struggling to find a constant
to make our lives relevant.
There have been high points. A oneverses-two match-up in college hoops
added hype, excitement and a sense of
history to the currently dismal sports land¬
scape. NBA front offices executing trades
like fantasy GMs provided legitimately
thrilling headlines.
Still, it’s been a little like walking into
the new Milt’s Market, feasting ones eyes
upon the Ben and Jerry’s, aesthetically ap¬
pealing architecture and the assortment
of beverages and then discovering that a
grilled cheese is now $1.75 and a Bates
Burger is pushing $3.00. Yes, Bates’ club
hockey team won the league champion¬
ship, but both men and women’s basket¬
ball fell in the first round of the playoffs.
Fortunately, the end is in sight. March
Madness should rescue us from this state of
despair, followed by the magic of Opening
Day, putting wind in our sails and propel¬
ling us from the depths of the doldmms of
professional sports. Maybe men’s lacrosse
will even find a way to cradle, quick stick
and split dodge their way into our hearts
and hopefully the playoffs.
Until then, sports fans will have to
settle for “SportsCenter” “Top 10’s” consist¬
ing entirely of dunks and bluned hockey
highlights, clinging to reports from warm¬
er climates of Spring Training.
Right now, it’s 6 p.m. and it’s dark.
I have a physics exam next week and I
still can’t tell the difference between the
Planck Constant and the Compton Effect.
There’s another storm watch for Wednes¬
day. I think it’s beginning to snow.

