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Pulitzer PrizeWinning
Journalist Speaks
to Aspiring
Writers

Snow Blankets Campus

DANIELA REICHELSTEIN
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Visible
Community
Documentary
Premiers
CHLOE BOURNE
STAFF WRITER

Pulitzer Prize-winning journal¬
ist Barbara Walsh shared anecdotes
with the Bates community about her
28 years of experience as a newspa¬
per reporter this past Thursday. In her
presentation sponsored by the Writing
Workshop, Walsh focused on several
series of articles she wrote on Willie
Horton Jr., a convicted killer and fur¬
lough escapee, rural poverty in Maine
and teen suicide.
With her commitment to civic jour¬
nalism, Walsh urged reporters to be “a
voice for the ‘voiceless,’ for children and
families who cannot speak for them¬
selves. When people read my stories, I
want them to feel sick and mad. I want
them to write to their state legislators.”
Walsh narrated her initial relation¬
ship with writing, describing herself
as “a strange, shy little kid who liked
to write” and who habitually drafted
12-page letters to family members. After
graduating from the University of New
Hampshire, Walsh secured a position at
the Eagle Tribune newspaper in Law¬
rence, Massachusetts.
As a novice reporter, Walsh pro¬
duced a series on the murderer and
furlough escapee Horton, exposing the
negligence of Massachusetts’ prison
laws. Horton was also the subject of
President George H.W. Bush’s famous
1988 TV commercial against Michael
Dukakis for being “soft” on crime.
“As a reporter, your job is to ask
questions,” said Walsh. “How does a
killer get out on a Sunday, go to Mc¬
Donalds, and come back?” Through
her investigative reporting, Walsh dis¬
covered that the state prison system re¬
leased several prisoners on weekends
without supervision.
The Horton series not only pushed
then-Governor Michael Dukakis to re¬
verse the state’s “soft” prison laws but
also culminated in a Pulitzer for Walsh
following a year of persistent reporting.
Walsh grasped the potential impact
reporters can have on society through
her writing on Horton.
“Journalists need to find answers for
their community, town, state and coun¬
try,” she said. “They should hold a mir¬
ror up to the good and bad in the world
so that people and politicians can be
informed and make changes.”
Walsh used her 2004 teenage sui¬
cide series “Death Too Soon” to exem¬
plify the importance of interviewing
sources effectively.
“A lot of people think reporters are
scum,” she said. “They’re scared of us.
This is why you gotta prepare before
an interview.”
In the case of teenager Timmy
Thompson’s suicide, Walsh sent the
family a letter to introduce herself be¬
fore interviewing them to “let them
know that [she was] human.”
Her three-month suicide series also
taught Walsh the significance of eth¬
ics in journalism. “Journalists need to
be fair, honest and accurate,” she said.
“Mistakes and malice cause reporters
and newspapers to lose credibility."
She also reflected on the ethics of
the interview process. “When you are
fair and accurate with your sources,
See PULflZER, page 5
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Students returning from February break were met with 16 inches of snow from the late February Nor’easter. The storm caused
damage to numerous trees on campus and left some buildings without power, including the Writing Center. Some fortunate
students had their first post-break classes cancelled as the Physical Plant staff worked around the clock for several days to
clear the snow from parking lots, sidewalks dnd campus roads.

Hunger Banquet Raises
Awareness and Funds
TASNIA HUQUE
STAFF WRITER

The room was partitioned into three
sections to represent three different so¬
cial classes. One section had a fancy
round table with luxurious amenities
and ardent waiters at its beck and call
- just as in a posh restaurant. The sec¬
ond section had just a few chairs put
together and a “rice and beans” buffet.
The final area occupied the most space
in the room, consisting of a rug thrown
down on the floor, serving nothing
but what appeared to be dirty water
and simple rice for dinner. This was
the setting at the Hunger Banquet, a
poverty awareness campaign hosted at
the Muskie Archives by Bates Students
Against Poverty (BSAP).
The banquet was an effort to portray
and simulate the enormous economic
disparity present in today’s world. It
brought forward the huge differences
between the three major social classes,
namely the high, middle, and low-in¬
come groups. The banquet was hosted
by Irene Wood ’09 and Cristian Ruiz ’12
and had Kim Wettlaufer ’80, director of
the Trinity Jubilee Center in Lewiston,
as the guest speaker.
As students and faculty members
came in for the banquet, each was
handed a card that randomly assigned
a social class. As proportional to the
real world, the majority of the guests
were seated on the floor, with only a
few at the high-income table., Wood,
co-president of BSAP, started the dinner
by laying out the current figures of the
world’s poverty- stricken population.
“More than one billion people live
in poverty, 854 million suffer from
chronic hunger and a child dies from
hunger or a preventable disease every
2.9 seconds. That’s 30,000 children a
day,” she said.

INSIDE
Students Criticize Financial Irresponsibility of
Chase Hall Committee
Graham Jones ’09 and Jared Levy ’09 argue against recent fiscal
actions in a letter to the Budget Committee.
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She also stated that hunger was not
about too many people and too little
food but about power.
“Its roots lie in inequalities in access
to education and resources. The results
are illiteracy, poverty, war and the in¬
ability of families to grow or buy food,”
Wood stated.
Wood and Ruiz moved on to intro¬
duce the three social classes offering
the percent ratios of the total popula¬
tion they occupy - 15, 35 and 50 per¬
cent of the world’s population being
high, middle and low-income earners
respectively. Dinner was up next on the
agenda, which was no treat for the lowincome people, who were given noth¬
ing but a cup of rice.
Guest speaker Kim Wettlaufer, a
Bates graduate and local hero of many
Lewistonians, spoke about his experi¬
ence running the Jubilee Center and
dealing directly with hunger and pover¬
ty. The Jubilee Center - a soup kitchen,
food pantry and afterschool program serves hundreds of low-income people
in Lewiston and is run by volunteers.
Wettlaufer also shared that he had
helped a handicapped, single mother
and her six children to meet their basic

needs. He said that he was touched and
moved by the bravery this woman dem¬
onstrated raising six children on her
own and still having the energy to go
through life and embrafce new people.
He asked students and faculty to rec¬
ognize how privileged they are, so that
they could come forward and help in
their own way.
On that note, Wood concluded the
banquet. She said that people were ca¬
pable of changing the world and fight¬
ing poverty since it is indeed man-made
and can be overcome. “There is still a
lot of work to be done, yet there is also
hope,” she noted.
The Hunger Banquet also marked
the beginning of a week-long campaign
on campus by BSAP that will strive to
raise funds and awareness on poverty.
Wood invited students and faculty to
look around campus to find posters
that indicate how they can participate.
This week, BSAP is running a “dollar a
day for a week” initiative and hosting a
Benefit Concert, the proceeds of which
will go to BSAP’s partners - the Alliance
of Students Against Poverty (ASAP) and
the ONE campaign.

Oyer one hundred people crowd¬
ed into Callahan Hall in the Lewiston
Public Library Thursday night to watch
the premier of the Visible Community’s
documentary, “Neighbor by Neighbor:
Mobilizing an Invisible Community in
Lewiston, Maine.” The feature-length
piece was filmed by Bates alum Craig
Saddlemire ’05.
The Visible Community began dur¬
ing the summer of 2004 after the mayor
of Lewiston announced plans to build
a four-lane road through the heart of
Lewiston’s downtown residential sec¬
tion. The project, called the “Heritage
Initiative,” would have required 850
residents to be displaced. The three
main reasons the city put forth for the
project were that it would provide bet¬
ter truck access to Country Kitchens,
offer better highway access to the Collisee and remove low-income housing
where there is undesirable behavior
and crime. The film documents the
fight of people working together to
have their voices heard against their
powerful political leaders.
Jessy Kendall, member of Visible
Community, expressed a desire to show
this film to other cities in America that
are struggling against urban renewal
plans and in which the elected officials
do not listen to the voices of the citi¬
zens. He explained that the film gives a
good example of how communities can
effectively work with their representa¬
tives. Margaret Mead’s quote, “Never
doubt that a small group of committed
citizens can change the world. Indeed,
it is the only thing that ever has,” is
highlighted in the film.
The Visible Community has changed
much since their start four years ago.
After the film, Barbara Ranking, a lead¬
er in the Visible Community, was asked
what the Lewiston community would
look like today if the group had never
formed. She said it would be unrecog¬
nizable. A key member of the Visible
Community, Tina Bailey, was elected to
the city council recently. She serves as
a representative of the Lewiston com¬
munity to the city administration.
Saddlemire explained after the film
that the two hours consisted of clips
from over 200 hours of film he had col¬
lected over four years. The soundtrack
of “Neighbor by Neighbor” comes en¬
tirely from local bands: Arborea, Big
Blood, Denise Dill, Fuzzy Foxtrot Choc¬
olate Surprise, Matt Rock, Rough Ride
of Crafts and Salamander.

Maine Senators Influential in
Shaping of Obama Stimulus Bill
ALLIE GOLDSTEIN
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

While the citizens of Maine were
shoveling their cars out of several feet
of snow this February, the state’s sena¬
tors were in Washington attempting to
shovel the nation out of the economic
crisis. Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-ME) and
Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME) were two of
three Republican senators who voted
in favor of the $789 billion stimulus bill
that President Obama signed into law
on Feb. 17.
According to Ben Chin ’07, now an
organizer with the Maine People’s Alli¬
ance, Maine “is ground zero for making
change in America right now.”
Chin led a small discussion on the
stimulus bill in the Harward Center on
Feb. 12. He explained that since 60
votes are needed to block a filibus¬
ter and there are currently 58 Demo¬
crats in the Senate, Senators Snowe
and Collins of Maine, along with Sen.
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania, held
incredible power as the only three Re¬
publican senators on the fence about
the stimulus package.
“Maine is the most important state
in the entire country right now,” Chin
said. “All of us living here today have a
responsibility.”
Chin emphasized the importance of
putting pressure on the Maine senators
to vote in favor of the stimulus bill, say¬
ing that February 2009 in Maine will be
remembered as “one of those moments”
when pivotal change was either made
or forfeited.
In reality, though, Senators Snowe

Courtesy: Susan Collins
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Maine’s two republican senators, Susan Collins(left) and Olympia Snowe(right)
were two of only three Republicans to support the bill.

and Collins received pressure from both
sides of the political spectrum.
Vantiel Duncan, a Bates junior cur¬
rently interning in Snowe’s Auburn of¬
fice, said that the weeks leading up to
the vote saw a stream of phone calls
and letters mostly from constituents
who opposed the stimulus bill. Duncan
estimated that for every 25 people who
urged the senator to vote ‘no,’ one per¬
son would call in support of the bill, or
to say ‘thank you’ after Snowe voted.
Duncan noted that though a lot of
out-of-staters called the office implor¬
ing Snowe to vote for the stimulus bill,
only, constituent opinions make it into
the tallies they send to the senator while
she’s in Washington.
Ultimately, Snowe and Collins both
crossed party lines and voted for the

stimulus bill. The decision was met with
mixed reviews.
“After she voted you found a lot of
people [calling in] who questioned her
vote, who questioned what party she
really belonged to,” Duncan said.
At the same time, as New England¬
ers and representatives of a state that
went 58 percent for Obama in Novem¬
ber, Snowe and Collins are perhaps a
different breed of Republicans than
their southern or western colleagues.
Their role in formulating the stimulus
package included paring it down and
insisting on tax relief, not - as other Re¬
publicans did - rejecting the bill com¬
pletely.
“If you truly think about it, Maine is
kind of an independent state,” Duncan
See SENATORS, page 5
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Life in Comedy
How Improv Comedy
Reflects Life’s Lessons
ANDREW WILCOX
MANAGING FORUM
EDITOR

As a member of
Bates’ improvisational
comedy group, the
Strange
Bedfellows,
I spent the first weekend of February ,
break at the 20th anniversary of Comfest, the National College Comedy Festi¬
val hosted at Skidmore College.
Having spent hours laughing while
college and professional groups per¬
formed and participating in a master
class, the rules of comedy became ever
more apparent. It was incredibly help¬
ful to consider how I could now apply
these rules to my own routine.

“...comedy is one of the
few remaining activities
that requires humbleness
...in order to improve
and become great.”
Shakespeare wrote that, “All the
world’s a stage, and all the men and
women merely players.” Let’s pretend for
one moment that he meant an improvisa¬
tional stage, upon which we are all come¬
dians. After all, what is life but one large
improvisation? With this mindset, the les¬
sons of comedy are twofold. That is, the
rules of improvisational comedy reveal
themselves as life’s lessons in disguise. So,
here’s a brief debriefing on how improvi¬
sational comedy provides ample practice
for the improvised life:
First lesson: “Yes, and...” Improvisa¬
tional comedy is founded largely on the
“Yes, and...” rule. In its most literal sense,
this rule denominates the response one
should always give in group comedy.

Regarding the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Discussion
Dear Editor,

When one responds “Yes,” there is im¬
mediately room to build. In other words,
it is central to improvisational comedy to
accept a scene partner’s statement rather
than deny it. There is little room for ne¬
gating in comedy. If one were to negate
and respond “No,” there would typically
follow a sudden, uncomfortable stall in
the scene. This is unhelpful. Rather, an in¬
viting and supportive attitude is required
as a means of making a situation work.
The “Yes, and...” rule of improvi¬
sational comedy is more abstractly ap¬
plied in life but with equal importance.
It translates into acceptance. Humans
all too often reject and negate, since
it is an expedient reply that bypasses
effort and creativity. This expedience
makes negation the easiest way to de¬
stroy progress. No matter how bizarre
or unwanted something is in life, usual¬
ly the better response is to acdept it and
work with it rather than to cast it off im¬
mediately. Such a response allows for
little to no constructive progress.
Second lesson: community. Though
it often goes unnoticed, Bedfellows
President Lexi Kirsch ’09 reminded us
that improvisational comedy is one of
the few remaining activities that re¬
quires humbleness and selflessness in
order to improve and become great.
When on stage, an improvisational co¬
median is focused first and foremost
on enhancing his or her scene mates.
The point is not to steal the jokes but
to set them up for your partners. It is a
game of alley-oops. There is a famous
anecdote of the comedian who, within
his acceptance speech for best come¬
dian of the year, apologized for having
not accomplished his goal. If he truly
did his job, someone else would be on
stage accepting the award.
This is true in life, is it not? While it
is important to become an accomplished
individual, it is always more important to
leam to work as a group and to foster a
real sense of community, codependence
See IMPROVISATION, page 4

Correction: In the Feb. 10th article, “Lattanzi to Appear on

‘CSI: Miami,’” it was misreported that Steve Lattanzi was
going to appear on CSI: Miami last Monday. Reruns were
actually aired, and thus Lattanzi will appear on the March
9th episode at 10 p.m. ET on CBS.
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recent attacks of Hamas in the Gaza Strip
region, but that is not to say that we do
not support Israel’s overall goal. 'The es¬
calating violence in the region will spiral
out of control if a solution beyond nu¬
merous fragile cease-fires is not found.
It is for this reason that I think many are
supportive of a one-state solution.
During the discussion, I was very
surprised that the idea of a one-state
solution only came up at the very end.
By comparison, when I was in Israel,
the Israelis, Palestinians, Jews and Mus¬
lims were all talking about the possi¬
bility of reaching a peaceful one-state
solution. Given the background of
many that were in the room that eve¬
ning, I am surprised the idea did not
come about sooner. It is possible that
the idea was being repressed because
of the anti-Israel sentiment that was ex¬
pressed throughout the evening.
The single mast disappointing part
of the evening was, having been billed
as an open discussion about the IsraeliPalestinian Conflict, the “experts” recom¬
mendation that Palestine’s only option
was to continue resisting Israeli olive

As we were all preparing to leave
for our mid-winter break, 1 attended the
Israeli-Palestinian Conflict Discussion,
generously hosted by Students for Peace
and Justice in Palestine. The discussion
was well-structured and included Profes¬
sors Hcxsglund, Kawar and Malcolmson
as experts. To the moderator’s credit, as
the discussion progressed, he attempted
to encourage specific factual citations
rather than hearsay, but ail of the facts
are hotly debated and not even the “ex¬
perts” could confirm them.
The conversation quickly took a
one-sided approach to the conflict and
failed to even acknowledge the side
that many in the r<x>m supported. One
of the moderators seemed uninterested
in elaborating upon arguments from
those of us who differed in opinion.
Having recently visited Israel, I was
appalled by the lack of recognition by
those in the room of the effectiveness of
some Israeli tactics and defensive pro¬
cedures. Many pro-Israel people found
it difficult to support Israel in their most

branches for peace. The talk could have
been better received had the notion of
Iranian weaponry support been at least
acknowledged, rather than shoved aside
because of a supposed single currency
in the region and a trade blockade en¬
forced by Israel. 'The only currencies
known to terrorists are guns and cash,
and the black market will always find
ways to evade a blockade. They argued
that proportionality of the conflict is
clearly one-sided on the Israeli side.
I know that I was not alone in feel¬
ing that the discussion that I wanted to
attend did not occur. Instead a group
which, by title, acknowledges a peace¬
ful solution - Students for Peace and Jus¬
tice in Palestine - advocated for an in¬
creased level of Palestinian resistance. I
challenge Students for Peace and Justice
in Palestine and the entire Bates Com¬
munity to acknowledge the increasing
reality that a one peaceful state solution
may be the answer, and furthennore, to
present a fair and balanced dialogue on
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.
_

Justin Faujer TO

G.O.P. Needs Redirection
20 minutes by an hour, the commenta¬
tor had the crowd on its feet. Offering
nothing out of the ordinary in his dis¬
course, Limbaugh continued to blame
President Obama for instilling fear in
the people and for trying to right the
inequalities that are created in a capital¬
ist society. He even went as far as to say
that bipartisanship is a “false premise”
because one party always wins due to
the differing views of the Republicans
and Democrats.
Although none of the instances 1
just mentioned are a surprise or out
of the ordinary, during this time they
have heavy repercussions. Every¬
one seems to have a different theory
about who will bring the Republican
Party back in 2012 and who is lead¬
ing the party currently.
The Jindal debacle disappoints so
many because he was the perfect for¬
mula for a future leader for a party that
lost primarily because of its inability to
incorporate different types of Ameri¬
cans into its base.
As a child of immigrants and a gov¬
ernor of a southern conservative state,
Jindal was seen as the next potential
leader for the party. One bad speech
won’t completely rob him of poten¬
tially rising within Republican ranks.
However, the speech did paint him in
a particular light. Also, if he did make
up the story he used within the speech,
or fabricated portions of the story, that
will certainly be brought up by his op¬
ponents in elections to come. Regard¬
less, in a straw poll conducted at the
Conservative Political Action Confer¬
ence, Jindal came in second behind Mitt
Romney as a Republican nominee for
president (cnn.com). This may either
be the result of Republican desperation
or an inability to correctly identify what
brought down the Republican Party in
the 2009 elections.
Ann Coulter’s dilemma is of a dif¬
ferent sort entirely. Her inability to en¬
gage in conversation with anyone who
disagrees with her views has come to
be a painful example of the Republi¬
can Party as a whole. This mindset is
further validated by the fact that com¬
mentators such as Rush Limbaugh

AFROZ BAIG
STAFF WRITER

Fail
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This week, the Re¬
publican Party once
again illustrated why
President Obama was
able to win the presidential election this
past November. Rush Limbaugh, Gover¬
nor Bobby Jindal and Ann Coulter have
all remarked this week - many of them
highlighting post-election identity prob¬
lems that plague the Republican Party.
Bobby Jindal’s rebuttal speech was
less than colorful. In all fairness to him,
rebuttals are hardly ever colorful; how¬
ever, his was scripted and rehearsed to
the point of being unbearable. His office
is currently engaged in a fierce debate
with various media outlets over the au¬
thenticity of a story he used during his
speech. The story was Katrina- related
and was used as an example of how
“big government” is not the answer. Re¬
gardless of the authenticity of the story,
the fact that his message is not making
headlines is in the very least a bad na¬
tional debut for one of the Republican
Party’s young stars.
On the other hand, Ann Coulter had
her own questionable moment at the
Conservative Political Action Confer¬
ence. During the question and answer
portion of the conference, a young
crowd member questioned Coulter on
whether she viewed herself as helping
the Republican Party or if her style of
“expression” took away from the party’s
message. When pushed after her initial
response, Coulter ultimately comment¬
ed, “No, no. We got the question. Step
away from the mic” (huffingtonpost.
com). When prominent members of
a party aren’t willing to engage in dis¬
cussion with others within their party
it leaves little hope for across-the-aisle
cooperation in Washington.
However, any discussion of a bad
week for the Republicans would be
incomplete without mentioning Rush
Limbaug. This conservative radio com¬
mentator also delivered a speech at the
Conservative Political Action Confer¬
ence. Surpassing his allotted time of

preach that bipartisanship means de¬
feat for their party.
In the Bill of Rights we are all grant¬
ed the power to exercise free speech
as we individually see fit to do so. Ann
Coulter and Rush Limbaugh are no ex¬
ception to that right. However, because
the Republican Party has no clear lead¬
er at the moment, and no clear agenda,
it is often the voice of commentators,
not policy makers, that is heard.
The disclaimer I want to put on my
previous statement is that those involved
with the party are probably aware of
its agenda. However, that agenda has
not beeft clearly communicated to the
public. As of now, the general public
sees the Republican Party as more or
less opposing everything that President
Obama is trying to enact.
If the Republican Party wants to be
successful in the years to come, they
must figure out their own identity and
be a party of ideas, not one exclusively
tied to opposition.
Secondly, they must put to the
forefront qualified leaders to com¬
municate those ideas to the public. If
this is not done, people like Coulter
and Limbaugh - who make money
creating controversy - will act in
their own best interest and continue
to run the discourse surrounding the
party amuck.
Thirdly, the Republican Party must
come to terms with the fact that the
last eight years were a disaster. In No¬
vember of 2008, only 16 percent of in¬
dividuals surveyed in a CNN poll said
they thought the country was headed in
the right direction. Into his third month
in office, support for President Obama
remains high. If the Republicans truly
want to bounce back they will have to
do so by their own merits, by proving
to the public why they deserve the pub¬
lic’s support, not by employing their old
tactics and blaming President Obama
for all that is wrong with America.
Unfortunately for the Republican
Party, a week of controversy usually
takes the party further away from
making a comeback and ultimately
just highlights the various problems
within the party itself.

U.S. Must Rethink Cuba
It was like any other cigar, really, ex¬
cept if I had been in the United States it
would have been illegal. I also saw post¬
ers advertising tropical getaways to Ha¬
vana. Scotland doesn’t care about Cuba.
England doesn’t care about Cuba.
Who does? It’s a tiny island with a pretty
heroic history: the history of liberation and
resistance. Cuba has struggled underneath
the heel of the United States for 50 years.
Why? Our foot has been there so long that
we don’t even remember why it’s there.
Cuba was threatening to us because
the Cuban government wasn’t like ours. It
became the center of our staring contest
with the Soviet Union during the Cold
War. Cuba helped the Soviets because the
Cubans feared an invasion of their island
by their disapproving and diplomatic
northern neighbors. When the invasion,
by way of the Bay of Pigs, ended in near¬
apocalypse, the United States moved on
to greener pastures (Vietnam).
That’s it. The Soviet Union col¬
lapsed and Cuba blundered along
without any help. We stubbornly kept

BLAISE LUCEY
ASSISTANT FORUM
EDITOR

President Obama
was elected in Novem¬
ber. He is an innovator
of change, an engineer
of hope. He is smart, capable and (as
far as we know) honest. He threw a lot
of promises at us in November, but ev¬
ery one of his policies has been ignored
so that we can focus on the economy.
It’s a desperate time, so the economy is
where we need to turn our focus. Nev¬
ertheless, that doesn’t mean there isn’t
time to think about other things.
Obama’s foreign policy started with a
boom as he victoriously signed documents
that closed Guantanamo Bay. Now we’re
back in the Middle East. But let’s look to¬
wards South America, toward something
simple: while we’re in the area of Gitmo,
why not try to figure out why on earth we
still have an embargo against Cuba?
I smoked a Cuban cigar in Scotland.

f

an embargo against them, and now
we can’t travel to Cuba easily, and we
can’t buy Cuban cigars.
Cuba is battered by our embargo, but
they’ve gotten this far without our help.
The CIA has tried to assassinate Fidel Cas¬
tro more than 600 times (Fidel Castro: My
Life: A Spoken Autobiography). Castro is
nothing more than a symbol now, but the
government persists. It’s time we gave in.
We justify our embargo by claiming that
Cuba sponsors terrorists and has a poor hu¬
man rights record, ignoring the fact that
we’re the ones who used part of their island
as a torture camp. We also freely trade with
countries that sentence adulterous women
to be stoned to death. I won’t get into coun¬
tries that have more political prisoners.
Fox News occasionally pokes dead
fears into action by using the term “Cas¬
tro brothers,” as if they were a duo of
demonic destruction. Raul Castro is 77
years old and he’s the young one. If
either Castro wanted to try to get in¬
volved with anti-United States actions,
See CUBA, page 3
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Letter to the Budget Committee:
We Must Address CHC Fiscal Irresponsibility
L. GRAHAM JONES AND JARED LEVY
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS

This past weekend, the Bates com¬
munity was privileged to have many great
events hosted on campus. Amandalal’s
Triad and WRBC's FM Belfast show ex¬
emplified fantastic planning and execu¬
tion on the part of two stellar student
oiganizatioas. However, the success of
these two events comes on the heels of
a troubling e-mail from Bates’ primary
concert board, Chase Hall Committee.
This past week, the president of
CHC sent an e-mail notifying the student
Ixxiy that Bates will not have a so-called
big winter concert this year. In light of
these recent events, we believe that it
is necessary to reevaluate the budget¬
ary allocation for student organizations.
With the new budgeting process ap¬
proaching this month, the Budget Com¬
mittee would be wise to spend its mon¬
ey rewarding clubs who exhibit fiscal
responsibility and provide the campus
with the services it promises.
Over the course of our college ca¬
reer, we’ve seen the CHC provide excit¬
ing, creative and safe events. However,
we’ve also seen the CHC fail, at one
time or another, in all three of these
categories. Unfortunately, more often
than not, the College has teen subject
to the latter.
The news that the Chase Hall Com¬
mittee chose to bring Braddigan and
Pete Francis as this year’s winter concert
isn’t condemnable simply because we
think it is poor music taste. The primary
reasons that the CHC warrants criticism
is because (a) it plainly hasn’t done its
job and (b) it makes highly objectionable
decisions with its money.
If you are a sophomore or younger,
you wouldn’t even know what a socalled “big winter concert” means. A big
winter concert, for at least the first two
years we were at Bates, meant booking
a well-known artist/performer/group
who costs around $40,000. In the past,
such acts included The Roots, Trey Anastasio and Bob Saget. The idea that
Braddigan and Pete Francis qualify as
a Irig winter concert is simply untrue.
These two former members of Dispatch
were slated to come first semester after
the Girl Talk concert. ’Bigger’ acts were
proposed to come for the winter. Even
CHC has acknowledged that this act
doesn’t count as a big artist.
This could be forgivable since CHC
claims that there were scheduling con¬
flicts involved with booking other bands.
However, this is the second year in a row
of unkept promises. Last winter the stu¬
dent: body was deprived of a big winter

Cuba

concert, and it appears that this negli¬
gence will only continue. Complacency
and excuses are offered in the place of
progression and results. Hie students of
this college expect tetter from its concert
board and CHC fails, again, to provide
tlie campus community with an event it
has historically promised.
We should pause and ask ourselves:
What dcxts ‘college music’ mean? What
kind of acts should a college concert
board book? College music is not a
genre, and we by no means believe
that the CHC should spend its money
on more ‘hipster1 or ‘indie’ bands. When
people talk about college music, they
refer to up-and-coming artists of all
genres who show promise and poten¬
tial for future commercial success. Bates
College has a special role in promoting
this kind of music, and a quick glance
at our Wikipedia page shows this. In
1995, Dave Matthews played a show “at
this little college in Maine,” just before
his ascension to stardom. 'This btxiking
choice showed foresight and good deci¬
sion-making. Though it was probably a
risky decision at the time, the investment
in a relatively unknown band proved to
reap great rewards for the College and
the Dave Matthews Band.
A college concert board’s job is to
bring creative, exciting and safe perfor¬
mances to the campus. The relationship
between the board and the artists is mu¬
tually beneficial. On one hand, a young
and rising artist receives money and ex¬
posure by being commissioned to come
and perform for the campus community.
On the oilier hand, the campus commu¬
nity gets to experience an entertaining
and musically creative concert.
The money the concert board
spends on acts also works as a simple
monetary investment. Part of the concert
board’s job is to prudently research art¬
ists and decide on which artist appears
to not only lie the most fun but also
could have tire most promising career in
the years to come. If we invest money in
an act to come to Bates, we also should
expect that that investment should grow
in value. Tire choice to bring the Dave
Matthews Band is a perfect example. We
brought the Dave Matthews Band when
they were affordable and, within the next
few years, their value rose exponentially.
This not only boosts a particular morale
on campus and builds trust between the
student IxxJy and the concert committee,
but it also works to increase the image of
the College for prospective students.
In this regard, Braddigan and Pete
Francis are a poor investment-of money.
But this isn’t because we think Dispatch
was a bad band. Tire problem is that we

they would have done it when they
were closer to their prime.
In the immediate wake of Hurricane
Katrina, Cuba offered the aid of more than
1,000 doctors. The United States didn’t
respond. In 1998, Castro sent five Cuban
agents over to our country of freedom,
explaining that they were there to investi¬
gate Cuban terrorist groups in Miami. We
promptly located the agents and deported
them. No, just kidding. We put them in jail.
Three of them are in jail for life. What do
we care? Cuba can’t do anything about it.
Obama could easily end the em¬
bargo, but he’s submerged by our own
propaganda. We’ve spun so many webs
about this tiny island that it’s inevitable
to become trapped in them. He, like all
other American presidents, will only
consider a renewal of relations if the
Cuban government changes. This only
makes sense if we think within inflated
terms of self defense. It’s apparently fine
for the Middle East or Asia or Europe to
have different governments, but if it’s
within our sphere then it’s inexcusable.
This idea falls back to Hugo
Chavez. We tried to overthrow him in
2002 and failed. Venezuela has a dif¬
ferent government, so we again throw
smoke and mirrors in front of it. Isn’t
the world too old for this? We want to
dissemble stable, humane systems of
government in Venezuela and Cuba
but don’t blink in Africa?
Lifting our embargo would make
Cuba’s economy boom. It may
even help ours. And not only that:
Chavez’s endless whining about
the oppressive United States, about
Obama being another Bush, would
be completely discredited. Obama
needs to distance himself from all of
our culturally naive policies. That is
the only way to truly recreate Amer¬
ica’s international image. The clo¬
sure of Guantanamo Bay was a good
start. But while we’re thinking about
Cuba, why not just overturn all of
our immature policies there? Our
imperialist media and consumerism
would probably topple the govern¬
ment better than we ever could.

successful events and exhibited fiscal
responsibility.
The first step in choosing a strong
investment is to do your homework. 'Hie
CHC has too often relied on merely think¬
ing, “What kind of music do I like?” and
browsing the infamous Concertldeas.
com for gtxxj leads. OrncertIdeas.com
is a database for looking up information
on concert Ixxiking. Yet, the ideas aren't
good investments. The database regu¬
larly pulls up names in the $40,(XX) range
that are tired, and then the cheaper acts
in the $15,(XX) range are even more tired
names or disposable one-hit wonders.
Tire ‘ideas’ too show little change over
time. That’s how Ben Folds keeps reap¬
pearing on our dubious voting process
year after year. Instead, the CHC should
move towards at least opening other av¬
enues for acquiring the names of up and
coming artists. We don't mean to patron¬
ize anyone with stating the obvious here,
but tlie College Music Journal might be a
gtxxl place to start.
The CHC must also begin demon¬
strating fiscal responsibility outside of
just concerts. While the other clubs on
campus are forced to be penny pinchers,
the CHC appears to be hemorrhaging
money. Every other student organization
on campus is strictly forbidden from us¬
ing its money to buy personal items for
its members. Yet, CHC members receive
free handouts all the time. For instance,
tlie CHC members were all easily iden¬
tifiable at tlie Girl Talk concert by their
club T-shirts. Tlie claim is that tlie CHC
members get the clothing items because
they “work” the event. If this is true, then
shouldn’t tlie Outing Club officers be
able to purchase, on tlie BOC’s budget,
special officer fxxxlies for “working” the
Winter Carnival? No; and the Budget
Committee rightfully denies these kinds
of proposals from tidier clubs all tlie time
and it should hold the CHC to the same
level of accountability. If tlie money for
these free handouts comes from die Stu¬
dent Activities Office, dien this warrants
questioning die special relationship be¬
tween the SAO and the CHC.
These problems are polymorphous,
and by no means do we think that any
one person should specifically be singled
out. The CHC, like all other student-run
organizations, works by gaining mem¬
bers that continually attend meetings and
work dieir way up the ladder. It would
be just as hard for one person to step
into the Outing Club and say, “I think the
Clam Bake should be run completely dif¬
ferent this year,” as it would be (and is) to
attend a few CHC meetings and attempt
to change how business is done.
Too often die CHC hides behind the

rhetorical strategy of displacing blame
and defensively hiring back at its critics
by saying, “If you didn’t like the chosen
event, then why weren't you at die meet¬
ing to voice your criticism when we de¬
cided on if” This rhetoric is flawed for
two reasons. First, it doesn’t count as an
answer to the criticism, rather it aggres¬
sively spins it back to the critic, further
displacing blame and accepting no ac¬
countability. Second, it is historically un¬
true. There is a long track record of new
students appearing before the commit¬
tee with creative ideas and being quickly
brushed aside by senior committee
members after merely allowing the stu¬
dent to play sound bites off of their iPcxl
on feeble speakers. Nobody has any
problem with organizations being run
by self-contained friend circles (because
all elute are). But, it becomes a problem
when the club stops effectively doing its
job, and loses die self-reflective ability to
question the status quo.
Though the problem appears to lie
in no one place, the solution does. For¬
tunately, there is a system of checks and
balances whereby the students them¬
selves can h.old die student organiza¬
tion accountable for their actions. The
proper mechanism for this is the student
government’s annual budget process.
For the CHC to earn its approximately
$100,000 budget (note: that’s over three
times the amount of the next largest
budget, the Outing Club, which annu¬
ally receives $30,000), the CHC must
prove that it can regain the trust of die
student body. The CHC’s history of un¬
kept promises and gross negligence in
its duties must be noted by die Budget
Committee and dealt with accordingly.
We cannot let another year go by with
the CHC being immune to critique.
The most effective way for the
Budget Committee to do this is to take
money that would otherwise be alio
cated to the CHC and use it to com¬
mend the good fiscal behavior of other
clubs. Other clubs such as WRBC,
Amandala!, the Bates Musician Union
and the Strange Bedfellows, etc. work
on significantly lower budgets, yet they
provide the campus with far greater
entertainment than CHC. If WRBC can
host artists that are better investments
of the College’s money (i.e. cheaper,
more creative, more fun and safer
acts), then WRBC should receive the
financial support to continue and ad¬
vance its success. By blindly support¬
ing a dub that traditionally provided
the campus with fun and thoughtful
events, we fail to hold CHC account¬
able or encourage the good work of
more deserving clubs.

Facebook Befriending Erodes Community
GRIF PETERSON

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

have to use the word “was” to describe
them. If this was 1998 and Dispatch was
about to release its breakthrough album
“Bang Bang,” we would at least be able
to concede that it was a wise investment
of the College’s money. But 11 yeare after
the fact just doesn’t cut it.
We must concede one point. In the
last two years, the CHC has met these
criteria once. Gogol Bordello works as
a perfect recent example of the CHC
bringing a creative, exciting and safe
act. Choosing an act that the whole
campus can enjoy isn’t mutually exclu¬
sive from choosing creative and chal¬
lenging act that students may not be fa¬
miliar with. Few, if any, students would
describe themselves as fans of “gypsypunk” until this little band made their
splash on campus last fall. Still, this
does not mean we should let the GHC
slip by as they say, “Look what we’ve
done once before.” Rather, we should
be asking, “Isn’t this your job?”
This fall’s Girl Talk concert was
also a commendable choice, yet the
CHC and the Student Activities Office
clearly had no idea what kind of act
they were hiring. First, there was the
blunder in miscalculating student inter¬
est in Girl Talk and foolishly thinking
that the empty space in Old Commons
would hold all those who were inter¬
ested. Thankfully, the CHC changed
locations and moved to the Grey Cage
only after realizing it infuriated more
students than it sold tickets to.
Secondly, the concert was undeni¬
ably an unsafe event. The crowd was
wildly out of hand, Security was se¬
verely understaffed and a quick breeze
over Facebtxik status updates the next
morning revealed that half of the cam¬
pus woke up bruised. Yet, only one
young woman was brave enough to re¬
port a case of physical assault. Had all
students who did suffer from physical
assault reported their cases to Security,
the event would have teen shown for
what it really was. We still wonder why
the CHC and the SAO made no steps to
publicly acknowledge this or perform
any kind of internal review to identify
mistakes and make sure such an event
never happened again.
How can CHC be improved? We
propose a two-fold solution. First,
the CHC must dramatically reevalu¬
ate how it chooses its artists and how
it spends the money the College al¬
locates it. Second, the BCSG’s Budget
Committee must hold the CHC ac¬
countable for its unkept promises and
fiscal irresponsibility while financially
endorsing clubs that have historically
proven to provide the campus with

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Everybody is back from break and
the news is out. First-year Franchy Liantaud has apparently defriended Senior
Jonathan Tannenbaum on Facebook.
The incident was first discovered on the
evening of Feb. 22 in Whittier House,
13 Campus Ave, in Lewiston.
Tannenbaum explained how he came
across the defriendship: “A friend of mine
had told me that Franchy had put up a Hin¬
ny Facebook photo. So you know, just be¬
ing human I decided I would check it out.”
However, this would prove to be
easier said than done. Not only was
Tannenbaum unable to pull up her
profile under his list of friends, but her
name did not even appear in his search
window, indicating a stronger motiva¬
tion on the part of Liantaud to distance
herself from Tannenbaum.
Three eyewitnesses, including this
reporter, then logged onto their Facebook accounts and were fully able to
view Liantaud’s profile and her 1,256
photos. This confirmed beyond any
reasonable doubt that Liantaud, a firstyear, had indeed defriended the ginger¬
haired meta-human known as T-Bomb.
It is important to consider whether
Liantaud had any legal grounding for
initiating such a serious act of non¬
friendship against Tannenbaum, so I
asked the defendant to run me through
every conceivable scenario as to why
Liantaud may have defriended him.
“I don’t know what to make of it,”
Tannenbaum helplessly replied with a
mouthful of plain linguini and chicken
parmesan (it was Sunday evening in
Commons). He explained that on the
night of the ’90s dance, Liantaud, under
the guise of J. Lo, had come by his room
after a long night of Jimmy Eat World.
“Since she was just wearing a belly
shirt she asked me if she could borrow
one of my shirts. And without really
thinking about it, I gave her one of these
really nice green pullovers that was a gift
from my uncle. From my uncle Freder¬
ick,” commented Tannenbaum. Senior
Lily Ockert added that the shirt also had
a little pocket on the side.

Tannenbaum’s relationship to his un¬
cle Frederick is a crucial part of this story.
“You have to understand that uncle Fred¬
erick means the world to me. He’s always
being generous and he’s really attentive.
Whenever he gives me anything, I want
to make a point of keeping it just out of
respect for him,” Tannenbaum stated. He
later added, “If it weren’t for Frederick I
would just wear earth tones.”
When Liantaud did not immediately
return the shirt, Tannenbaum admitted
to prioritizing his shirt’s re-entry into his
wardrobe over maintaining good rela¬
tions with Liantaud.
“Don’t get me wrong, I was has¬
sling her about the shirt,” commented
Tannenbaum.
Ockert explained that “Around 11:30
one night in Pettengill Jon was working
on a three page papier that he got a three
week extension on and he still hasn’t
done it, and he had all break to do it to
and he’s a dickface because he said he
would finish it by now, but anyway he
gets up and he says ‘I’m going to pay
Franchy a little visit I don’t care if she’s
sick or what I’m getting that shirt back.’”
There was a second minor incident
where Liantaud apparently sneezed
while platonically lying on Tannen¬
baum’s bed and Tannenbaum sternly
replied, “Don’t cough on my sheets!”
Liantaud firmly denies defriending
Tannenbaum. “Yeah he did all this re¬
ally really weird stuff,” she explained,
“but I would never defriend him.”
I asked her to walk me through the
two incidents and while she confirmed
the facts, she didn’t seem to understand
Tannenbaum’s hostility: “So I have [his
shirt from Uncle Frederick], It’s not like
some weirdo has it.”
She also added that the shirt was
nicely folded on her dresser when Tan¬
nenbaum came to collect it. “If I didn’t
want to be his friend, I’d tell him,” she ex¬
plained. “I’m not not friends with him.”
The accidental nature of this event must
lie considered. Liantaud declared that “Facebook was conspiring against her” and that
she had nothing to do with the defriending.
(Facebook declined to comment).
Tannenbaum was more skeptical, as
he offered, “Any chance that this was

a mistake? I mean, crazier things have
happened in the universe that we live
in but that seems highly unlikely.”
While he agreed that he had been
rude and made it clear that he wished
to remain friends with Liantaud, Tan¬
nenbaum seemed convinced that the
defriendship was intentional.
“I feel like its some sort of juvenile
ploy to gain a psychological edge over
me,” he explained.
This may well set precedent for future
cases of defriending, though many students
still consider the act of defriending ques¬
tionable in the first place.
“You’re not supposed to defriend,”
Dana Scholar Bradley McGraw stated.
“You’re supposed to stay friends and
secretly plot their deaths.”
When asked for a quote, Jason Bragadoon Brander replied, “Frankly, I
think this is both shallow and pedantic”
before I could explain why I needed a
quote in the first place. Upon learning
the context of what I was writing, he
stood by his comment.
Ironically, Liantaud and Tannen¬
baum agreed about when one’s right
to defriend should be utilized. Both
claimed that it should only be used as a
last resort, like preventive warfare.
Does this raise bigger issues for the
Bates community? At least some students
think it does. A recent poll I made up,
questioning 35 students, suggests that 63
percent of Bates students believe that the
ability to defriend tears at the seams of
this institution and a surprising 87 percent
of students polled claimed that hearing
about Tannenbaum being defriended by
Liantaud will have a serious impact on
their daily life. President of the Junior
Class Doug Ray issued a statement, re¬
morsefully acknowledging that “This is
just one more example of the erosion of
our tight-knit community here at Bates.”
By the time this edition went to
press, there was no news as to whether
Liantaud and Tannenbaum had normal¬
ized Facebook relations. Tannenbaum
seemed less inclined to reformalize the
friendship, though I sense that such
rhetoric was merely a defensive tactic
in an attempt to hide his hurt feelings.
“These sort of games might have

worked for you in high school but you’re
with tlie big boys now,” chuckled Tannen¬
baum. “If you want to gain the upperhand
- limmmm - what do you have to do to
gain the upper hand’ You have to win my
heart over. You never did that.”

f)igitz
7
The number of legs on a frog
found in a Chinese restaurant.

250,000-300,000
The former cost, in dollars, of
a house in Manassas, VA.

40,000-60,000
The present cost, in dollars, of
a house in Manassas, VA.

5,000,000
The number of dollars spent
on a national campaign
to promote the benefits of
marriage. This campaign is
meant to combat the steadily
declining percentage of young
people who marry.

30
The number of minutes police,
officer Bob Winsor blocked
an intersection so a peregrine
falcon could eat a pigeon.
“Anything that kills pigeons is
good with me,” he explained.

Source: fark.com
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Improvisation
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2

and appreciation for those around us. Hu¬
mans are something like 99.9 percent ge¬
netically similar, yet we always try to illumi¬
nate what makes each of us different and
unique. Improvisational comedy stresses
the opposite - it is our teamwork and co¬
reliance that make us strong.
Third lesson: be bold. At Comfest, dur¬
ing our master class, professional comedian
Brad Morris reminded us that it is always
better to make a statement than to ask a
question. When performing improvisational
comedy, the performers create everything
that happens. For this reason, there is no
need to ask questions, for a comedian al¬
ready has all the answers.
This rule is meant to reinforce the im¬
portance of confidence in every improvi¬
sational comedian. It’s much like writing
a paper. One’s thesis should never be
unclear; it should stand out and be de¬
claratory. In other words, be bold. Why
allow someone else to make your deci¬
sions for you when you are ultimately
in control of your own ends? Own your
scene, your life.

Accepting that we are all comedi¬
ans upon a stage, let’s pretend we are
all members of the same improvisational
group. I think that, as a group, we can
draw important conclusions from comedy.
Especially today, when our economic and
social dilemmas leave us at the brink of
one of the most difficult transitions in his¬
tory, it is important to approach the world
as a group of people who look to each
other for help in a stagnant scene. When
we feel stalled, we must agree that bur
scene partners will come to the rescue for
us, just as we will for them.
We should all make this difficult
transition like we might sweep a
scene to enter the next: with accep¬
tance of all good ideas, with a sense
of community and with confidence.
And the result of comedy - laughter
- is no less important than the pro¬
cess. For in the words of comedian
Bob Newhart, “Laughter gives us dis¬
tance. It allows us to step back from
an event, deal with it and then move
on.” At a time like this, it would be
wise of us to listen closely to the
echoes from our past, like Shake¬
speare and Newhart.

BATES RATE Si
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Triad dance

There is still a reason for
Chase Hall to exist, one
dark, sweaty room at a
time.

FM Belfast

I’m not sure what
happened, but I liked it a
lot.

Icy patches around campus

U

Snow on March 1st

Painful to experience, but
priceless to watch.

Just to make sure no one
becomes too optimistic
about the weather...

Academy Awards Proved That
Socially Relevant Films Win Big
ROMINA ISTRATII
STAFF WRITER

This year’s Oscar
Awards were won¬
derful for two rea¬
sons. The movies that
achieved the most acclaim were cer¬
tainly the most well-made - movies
that no aficionado of genuine cinema¬
tography would miss. Furthermore,
they taught us that viewers appreci¬
ate good,, socially relevant movies like
“Slumdog Millionaire” and “Milk.”
But what makes a movie appealing
to viewers? Is it the name of the director,
the actors, the special effects, the plot or
what? An interesting plot is important, a
famous director is helpful, well-known
actors draw attention, but not every
movie that has these elements wins an
Oscar. Similarly* not every movie that
wins an Oscar has these elements.
The social context is what differentiates
a good movie from a mediocre one. The
social issues that each movie touches upon
seem to determine the viewers’ level of
involvement and appreciation. “Slumdog
Millionaire,” which swept the Oscars this
year, stands as indubitable proof.
Jamal is an orphan from the slums
of Mumbai. Born in mired poverty, he
quickly becomes a thief and impostor
in order to survive. High-spirited and
defiant in the worst of times, he sur¬
vives. He scrapes out a living at the Taj
Mahal which he did not know about
but discovers after being thrown off a
train. He pretends to be a guide, invents
“facts” out of thin air, advises tourists
to remove their shoes and then steals
them. He finds a place in the Mumbai
underworld and even falls into idealized
romantic love, that most elusive of con¬
ditions for a slumdog.
Eventually, his endeavors in life
lead him to the hot seat of the tele¬
vision game show, “Who Wants to Be
A Millionaire?” There, the ‘slumdog’
supplies the correct answer to each
question and becomes a national hero.
Flashbacks explain why he knows the
answers. However, this information is
not volunteered.
Rather than volunteer the stories,
they are beaten out of Jamal by the po¬
lice. They are sure he must be cheating:

“Doctors, lawyers never go beyond sixty
thousand rupees, this one has won ten
million.” The situation is inexplicable,
they seem to think.
But Jamal does not cheat; his an¬
swers are genuine. Each incident in his
life provides him with the answers to
the questions in the show. It is obvious
that it is his destiny to be there and win
the money, as well as the friend he lost
during his childhood.
Apparently, the movie is a modern fairy
tale about a pauper angling to become a
prince. It has a unique scenario that
touches the hearts of the viewers. The
social context in which it takes place and
the social issues that it addresses make it
worthy of the big award, “Slumdog Mil¬
lionaire” addresses the issues of poverty,
inequality, human torture and degrada¬
tion - issues that currently preoccupy
not only India but the entire internation¬
al community. The India in the movie is
the real India: the India of social levels,
the India of Mother Teresa. You can see
women crawling from cardboard box¬
es, men bathing at a fire hydrant, men
relieving themselves by the roadside and
children and stray dogs sleeping side by
side. Poverty is pervasive.
Inequality, too, is prominent. On
the one hand, millions of people live
without a single sewer line. This is
where Jamal belongs. On the other
hand, millionaires live in luxuri¬
ous palaces, drive Mercedes-Benzes
and Audis, and send their children
to schools and colleges that are just
as good as American institutions. It
is the part of India where everything
is booming and exploding: comput¬
er segments, medical professionals,
modern English literature, Bollywood
to rival Hollywood.
Terror and human degradation
are also addressed in the movie. Ja¬
mal himself becomes the victim of
violence in the hands of the police.
He is tortured based on suspicions.
There is no respect for his human na¬
ture, his intelligence or his condition.
There is only humiliation, violence,
terror and torture.
These themes are what make “Slumdog
Millionaire” a winner. It is not a shallow
movie free of social context. It addresses
issues that plague people’s lives today. And
it is not the only movie that does so.

‘Milk’ is another protagonist of the
Oscars that proves that social depth
in movies is required to attract the
approval and admiration of contem¬
porary audiences. “Milk” is the story
of Harvey Milk, a neighborhood activ¬
ist elected to the San Francisco Board
of Supervisors in 1977 and murdered
by a former supervisor named Dan
White the next year.
Despite the modesty of his office,
Milk, among the first openly gay elected
officials in the country, had a profound
impact on national politics. He was a
warrior who became a martyr for the
rights of homosexual people.
These are incredibly relevant is¬
sues. Homosexuals’ rights have pre¬
occupied society for a long time,
now maybe more than ever. Should
they have the right to marry? Should
they have the right to adopt children?
Recently, California decided. Propo¬
sition 8 changed the State Constitu¬
tion to restrict the definition of mar¬
riage to opposite-sex couples and
eliminated same-sex couples’ right
to marriage. The measure added a
new section (7.5) to Article I, which
reads: “Only marriage between a
man and a woman is valid or recog¬
nized in California.”
Thus, “Milk” comes as a welltimed response to this new measure
and offers a new perspective to the
problem. It reminds viewers that ho¬
mosexuals are human beings with
needs and wishes. It reminds view¬
ers that individuals, like Harvey Milk,
gave their lives to fight the discrimi¬
nation that still exists against homo¬
sexuals. It reminds us that it is time to
solve the issue and restore equality.
“Slumdog Millionaire” and “Milk”
address hot social issues that burn
the foundations of contemporary so¬
ciety. This is why they are winning
movies. They move along society’s
path with hopes of redirecting it.
They are not cut and alienated, ex¬
isting solely within a world of their
own. They depict real problems.
They depict not only beauty but ug¬
liness. We need to be reminded of
ugliness. We need motivation to face
our flawed world and we need to
know that we have great chances to
succeed just like Jamal and Milk.

Better Ingredients. Better Pizza
ORDERATPAPAJOHNS.COM

Medium Cheese
Pizzas willi
Two 20 oz.
Solas

Cheese
Pizzas...
m

■

SWEETREATS.... .S3.49
bucks ... s5.49
CHEESESTICKS.... 5.49
illlbftVtfllVIW • • • •

Vf

Extra large
Cheese
Pizza.
GARLIC PARMESAN

**

850 LISBON ST. bucks .... .5,49
Corner of Lisbon St.
&mEast Ave.
CHICKENSTRIPS. *,S5.99
786"7272 CHICKEN
WINGS..
(Buffalo or BBQ)
u|| Hifey

wiwiiwiiuii

•

9

MRS: in. ■ Wetl. 11 lam ■ 1:30am • Hub. & Sun. 11:00am ■ 2:00am • Fri. & Sat. 11:00am ■ 3:00am
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BCSG Chooses
New Officers

Collins and Snowe Vote ‘Yes’ on Stimulus Bill
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

said. “We vote for ourselves.”
The final bill allots $507 billion in
spending programs, including more than
$150 billion for transportation public
works projects and $87 billion to help
states meet Medicaid costs, while the
remaining $282 billion goes towards tax
relief. Tax breaks include credits of up to
$400 for individuals and $800 for families
who fall below certain incomes.
Collins’ website highlights the fol¬
lowing line items of the stimulus bill
that will go specifically to Maine: $470
million in federal Medicaid dollars over
the next 27 months, $196 million for
education through the State Stabiliza¬
tion Fund, $133 million for highway in¬
vestments, $ 116 million in food stamp
benefits, $50 million for water and sew¬
age infrastructure, $42.8 million for the
Weatherization Assistance Program,
$27.5 million for the State Energy Effi¬
ciency Program.
Also, temporary suspension of taxes
on Unemployment Insurance Benefits

will help more than 33,000 Mainers.
This relief is much needed in a state
that lost 12,000 jobs in 2008 and has a
budget deficit of $800 million.
“I think that with the stimulus bill
we’ll see a lot of infrastructure and some
positive financial capital that is needed,”
Duncan said.
In contrast to the $700 billion bail¬
out of banks and insurers, the objective
of the stimulus package is to put money
into the pockets of regular people who
will in turn put that money back into
the financial system by buying goods
and services.
According to Chin, the stimulus
package is targeting the right part of
the financial system: the people. The
bailout of Wall Street temporarily saves
banks and major industries but does
not deal with the fact that if no one has
money, banks and major industries will
just continue to fail.
“It’s very basic: if people have
enough money to buy things, the econ¬
omy is okay,” he said. “If you get money
back into people’s pockets, there’s a
multiplier effect. Instead of being a vi-

Students Attend ‘Beyond Black’ Conference
SHERVIN CHAMBERS

CONTRIBUTING WRITER
The 14th Annual Black Solidarity
conference was held February 27 to
March 1 at Yale University. The confer¬
ence, whose theme was “Beyond Black:
Our Identity in Technicolor,” was at¬
tended by nine Bates students: Sarah
Dominique ’12, Shervin Chambers T2,
Alyse Bigger T2, Nkese Rankine ’ll, Yasin Fairley T2, Arita Balaram T2, Mbali
Ndlovu ’09, Kimal McCarthy ’09 and
Cristian Ruiz T2.
The' conference featured various
workshops that explored a number of
issues in the African-American commu¬
nity. Over 700 college students attended
the conference from over 50 colleges
and universities including Bowdoin,
Howard, Princeton, Vassar, Temple and
Brown. The purpose of the conference
was that the “sharing of ideas will be
brought back to each respective school
and community so that we can begin
to prepare ourselves for the future,” ac¬
cording to the program.
The event began with a perfor¬
mance from hip-hop artist Kid Cudi and
hip-hop duo The Cool Kids.
Fairley, who helped organize the trip
sponsored by President Hansen, attend¬
ed the black sexuality workshop, which
delved deeper into the many facets of
gender and sexuality. “I thought it was

a very fascinating approach to looking
at the many shades of gender/sexuality
within the African-American communi¬
ty, but also looked at the struggles that
people of color face with the stereotypi¬
cal perception of us being one type of
people,” he said.
“I really liked the conference,” said
Rankine. “It helped me explore fur¬
ther the views of others in such top¬
ics. When I attended the ‘Black Family’
workshop, I could connect what the
panelists Terrie Williams and James
Comer were saying to one of my
friends and his family issues.”
The conference also allowed stu¬
dents to participate in community ser¬
vice. Ruiz helped clean the outside of
a YMCA building that houses a state
accredited pre-school and other after
school programs. “We swept the outside
of the building,” said Ruiz, “picking up
cigarette butts and garbage.”
The conference was capped off
with a dinner and a keynote speaker.
The speaker, James Peterson, replaced
an ill Manning Marable, a professor of
history and political science and a pro¬
lific author.
Overall the conference was a suc¬
cess. The program directors, Yale stu¬
dents, had been working tirelessly for
almost a year piecing it together. All the
students who went expressed joy and
anticipate next year’s event.

Bates College Security Daily Crime Logs
Location

Date and Time
Reported

Incident
Dorm Damage

2/9/09 7:21 p.m

Herrick House

Hate Incident

2/10/09

The Quad

Disturbance

2/10/09 11:53 p.m.

Wentworth Adams Hall
Room 109

Criminal Trespass

2/17/09

Campus Ave, near
Franklin Lot

Theft/Larceny

2/19/09 6:29 p.m.

Rand Hall
Room 207

idt
Theft from Building , .1 i# 2/%09 4:15 p.m.
(not burglary-)*

Merrill Gym

Theft from Building
(not burglary)

2/24/09 10:22 p.m.

Merrill Gym

Theft from Building
(not burglary).

2/25/09

Theft from Building
1
(not burglary)
ipl I
£ f Disturbance

“

Criminal Mischief

-•*

■

Merrill Gym

2M/09

Merrill Gym

2/25/09 11:44 p.m.

Wilson House£3rd Floor

2/26/09 3:11 p.m.

80 Central Ave

2/28/09 3:19 a.m.

Nev^ilbnimons
Loading Dock

Dorm Damage

2/28/09 12:48 p.m.

Frye Street Union

Disturbance- - Loud Music

2/28/09 5:04 p.m.

Page Hall

Burglary from a Motor Vehicle

Liquor Laws Violation

3/1/09 12:01 a.m.

Chase Hall

Theft/Larceny

3/1/09 11:00 p.m.

Chase Hall, coat room

Theft/Larceny

3/1/09 5:31 p.m.

Chase Hall, coat room

r

cious cycle, it’s a virtuous cycle.”
Chin stressed that provisions for
spending on food stamps, education,
health care and green infrastructure alb part of the bill - are necessary for
stimulating the economy. He criticized
Republicans who labeled money for
education reform ‘pork’ “as if education
doesn’t help the economy.”
According to Chin, people should
have enough money to buy what they
need not just for moral reasons but also
for structural reasons. When people are
too poor to buy necessities such as food
and health care, they are unable to con¬
tribute to the economy, he explained.
Critics of the bill claim that it is
wasteful and includes too many pet
projects of senators. Some disagree with
it fundamentally, saying that taking on
a lot of federal debt now will only stall
economic comeback in the future.
Only time will tell whether the stim¬
ulus package will cause the economy to
recover or continue to crash. The only
sure thing is that the state of Maine and
its two ‘maverick’ senators will be large¬
ly responsible for either outcome.

President’s
Advisory Committee

HILLARY BOK

STAFF WRITER
Matej Kenda ’09 stepped down last
week as Chair of the RA at the Feb. 23
student government meeting. Sopho¬
more Meredith Greenberg was elected
to fill Kenda’s place. Since Greenberg
was serving as Parliamentarian,' some¬
one had to fill her place. Bill Prins ’09
was voted the new Parliamentarian. The
changes were effective immediately.
The RA has recently interviewed
students interested in working on next
year’s Budget Committee and also the
Committee on Committees (CoC).
Because the budget for next se¬
mester has to be put together for next
week, there will be an emergency RA
meeting on March 5 at 7 p.m. upstairs
in New Commons so that the student
government can meet the students new¬
ly appointed to the Budget Committee
prior to voting to approve their appoint¬
ments. This is necessary in order for the
committee to put the budget together
on time.
Additionally, the Student Govern-

TASNIA HUQUE

STAFF WRITER
President Hansen and her advisory
committee met last Tuesday to discuss
snow removal issues that concerned
almost the entire Bates community as
the big storm last Sunday dumped more
than a foot of snow across campus. The
walkways along College Street, Campus
Avenue, the Quad and even Alumni
Walk were slippery and exception¬
ally difficult to traverse, especially due
to the six hours of rain preceding the
snowfall. John Wright and Daniel Bret¬
on, custodians for the Physical Plant,
were also present at the meeting to
report on snow management practices
and measures taken to make the walks
as safe as possible.
Breton conveyed that Sunday night
he had snow removers working non¬
stop from 10 p.m. Sunday to 5 p m. the
next day, with staff even coming in at
3 a.m. to plow more of the inner path¬
ways on campus. “There are certain
workforces who are assigned to plow
certain major routes at first - emer¬
gency exits for example, but later we
do move in to smaller sidewalks,” said
Breton. On salt and sand combinations,
Breton commented that the current mix
of salt remains at 15 percent since in¬
creasing that percentage would not be
environmentally friendly.
Discussing possible changes to
make the walks less treacherous as win¬
ter progresses, members of the commit¬
tee talked about pre-treating streets,
which would prevent the buildup of
ice on streets and other locations. How¬
ever, if rain precedes the snow, as per
recent conditions, the pre-treatment
would be rendered ineffective as rain
would quickly dilute and wash away
• the preventive materials. The commit¬
tee also conversed about the possibility
of having five gallon buckets of salt and
sand mixes in front of New Commons,
so that students walking through a par¬
ticularly slippery region which had not
been cleared up by then could fix the
ice situations themselves.
On a final note, Wright said that
while Physical Plant has been operating
to its full capacity, sometimes by work¬
ing for 12 - 14 hours in one go, stu¬
dents should take initiative and report
dangerous slippery regions anywhere
on campus. He noted that he would be
happy to field calls or e-mails reporting
such areas and do his best to patch up
the zones.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

•Between Feb. 13 and Feb. 20 the LPD respond¬
ed to 642 calls for service. Of those calls, 226
were Motor Vehicle Stops.
Accidents: 30
Disorderly Disturbances: 40
Domestic Disputes: 18
Arrests: 38

Criminal Mischief

Burglaries

Incident Report Statistics

•A mailbox at 766 Webster St. was smashed
overnight Feb. 16 to Feb. 17

Thefts
•A student of Bates College had their iPod sto¬
len from their dorm room at some point before
7:00 p.m. Feb. 19.

•An apartment at 21 Howe St. was burglarized
Feb. IS some time between 5:00 p.m. and 11:25
p.m.. The doorway was locked and the point of
entry remains unknown. A Playstation and loose
change were stolen from inside.
•The residence of 54 Gina St. was burglarized
Feb. 15 some timer between 11:00 a.m. and 3:00

|
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you develop a relationship with them,
which leads to better stories.”
Walsh concluded by sharing several
basic writing and journalistic techniques.
She emphasized the gravity of or¬
ganization in her field of work. “When
I do one of these series, my editors are
ready to kill me,” she said. “I take over
a room. I’ll have thirty notebooks and
video recordings of my interviews.”
Walsh transforms this quagmire of in¬
formation into coherent articles by typing
and printing out her interviews, highlight¬
ing significant quotes and creating leads
that capture the attention of readers.
“When I organize quotes from my
interviews, I look for scenes,” she said.
“I want my readers to be at the scene
with me.”
Several staff members of The Stu¬
dent benefited from her writing tips.

“It was refreshing to hear that
Walsh places such emphasis on the
meshing of the visual and the written,”
said Simone Pathe, an assistant news
editor for The Student. “She showed
me that descriptive details are cru¬
cial to writing a strong story and that
transporting the reader to the scene
of the story is just as important as the
what/where/when, etc.”
Walsh intended for students to take
away basic career advice from her lec¬
ture. “It is very important in any career
not to give up, to be persistent and pas¬
sionate about your goals in life,” she
said. “I also think it’s important to find
mentors, people who will help guide
and advise you.”
She also wanted students to under¬
stand “what a reporter must do to tell
stories that matter — stories that can
prompt awareness and positive changes
in laws and lives, she said.

r This Week in Bates History...
ALEXANDRA KELLY

STAFF WRITER
1919
After a hazing incident in Roger Williams Hall in which several freshmen men
were beaten with sticks and paddles by members of the sophomore class, three
sophomores were suspended, five more were placed on indefinite probation,
and seven freshmen were placed on probation for their part in sparking the fight.
1941
Ewart Edmud Turner, an expert on international relations and one of the first
to warn against Hitler, gave a Chapel Series lecture on Nazi Germany. Turner’s
knowledge, based on time spent living and traveling in Nazi Germany and
contacts in the Third Reich, made him “the outstanding American authority on
Hitler and National Socialism.”
1972
The Student, despite having resolved to stay away from politics, criticized
Senator Muskie for absenting himself from Senate business and votes while
pursuing the Democratic presidential nomination. The editorial suggests that
Muskie “must wear two hats, one of politician and one of representative... if
the Senator can not accept the dual roles then he should not be a candidate for
the presidency.”

I

1987
On March 4, the College canceled classes for a day, also closing the gyms,
all academic support systems and Ladd Library to hold discussions on social
and sexual harassment, after numerous incidents of harassment during the fall
semester. The day received local and national attention.
Maya Angelou spoke at Bates, asking, “Am I worth it? Am I worth asking
myself to be the best person I can be?”

2002
Senior Morgan McDuffee was killed in a fight on Main Street in Lewiston. After
words were exchanged between a group of Bates students and a group of
local residents, the fight broke out. McDuffee sustained multiple stab wounds
after coming to the aid of friends while attempting to stop the fight. Brandon
Ibongsavanh of Lewiston was charged with McDuffee’s murder. Lewiston
police and College administrators portrayed the incident as a “random incident
of violence.”

V__y

Lewiston Police
Department Crime Log
.,
*
•A customer at McDonalds at 1035 Lisbon Si
had her purse stolen from inside the restaurant'
Feb. 18. The purse was forgotten previous to the
theft and was stolen before the owner realized
it was missing.
*
• A patron of Planet Fitness at 40 East Ave had
their Ugg boots stolen from their locker Feb. 19
some time before 7:00 p.m.
|
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Pulitzer Prize Winner Comes to Bates

Concerned About
Slippery Sidewalks

ment voted to pass an amendment to
Article II Section VII of the Bates Col¬
lege Student Government Constitution.
The amendment dealt with the param¬
eters for appointing treasurers as well as
other budgetary policy.
In terms of Committee Reports,
Food Advisory Committee member Matt
Cocciardi ’ll gave his report, which
included complaints about Commons
serving “breakfast for dinner.” Members
also voiced requests to extend the hours
of the waffle bar.
Student Government President Dan¬
iel Gimbel TO mentioned that the two
broken treadmills in the Bert Andrews
room have been fixed. He also ad¬
dressed concerns about the poor light¬
ing in Pettengill Hall.
In other news, at the meeting on
Feb. 23, Student Government Treasurer
David Baily ’ll stated that the RA can¬
not give money to the Multifaith Chap¬
laincy since it does not fall under the
RA’s funding domain. This could make
it difficult for the Multifaith Chaplaincy
to pay for PostSecret creator Frank War¬
ren to visit campus.

p.m.. An iPod Nano was stolen.
•An apartment at 135 Prospect Ave. was bur¬
glarized Feb. 13 at sopieTime between 6:50 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.. The suspect broke down the
front entry door and stole cash, a Playstation 3,
and 10 games.
•An apartment ai 253 Lincoln St., vacant due
to a recent fire, was burglarized at some time
between Feb. 16 and Feb. 19. Entry was gained
via a door at the back of the apartment, and
four glass elephants, two pewter wizards, three
dragons, and 15 Hindu dolls were taken.

MV Burglaries
•A vehicle parked at the CMMC parking garage
was burglarized during the night Feb. 5 to Feb.

—N

16. The vehicle registration and insurance card
were also taken.

Operating Under the Influence
•William Hodges (34) Feb. 16 at 12:16 a.m. at
34 College St.
•Katherine Mercier (43) Feb. 16 at 1:43 a.m. at
Birch St. / Know St.
Robbery

• A pedestrian walking near Bartlett St. / Walnut
St. Feb. 15 at 12:30 a.m. reported that he was
approached by a thin black male, estimated to
be in his mid 20s, clothed in jeans and a white
shirt with a ‘NY’ logo stamped across it. The
suspect brandished a small folding knife on the
pedestrian and demanded his money.

+

+
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Wednesday, March 4
Portuguese Table
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
New Commons 116

But This Is College:
A Lecure by Wendy
Kjeldgaard
7:00 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center

AESOP Leader Meeting
7:00 p.m.
Pettengill G52
“Be there or don’t be an
AESOP leader!”

Frank Glazer 60th Anniversary Concert
7:30 p.m.
Olin Concert Hall
Special
Filmboard
showing:
Milk

Chinese Table
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 131

Thursday, Marc h S
Japanese Language Table
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 116
Juggling Practice
7 p.m.
Chase Hall - Hirasawa
Lounge

7:00 pm. &
9:30 p.m.
Olin 104

Cooking Demonstration
Lunch & Learn
12 p.m.
New Commons 211
BCTV Meeting
6 p.m. - 7 p.m
New Commons 226

Women of Color
Reception
5 p.m.
Multicultural Center
The group confronts is¬
sues of racism, sexism,
heterosexism and other
forms of prejudice that
affect women of color.

Language Arts Live:
Poetry Reading by
Jeffrey Thompson
7:30 p.m.
Skelton Lounge.

French Table
5 p.m.- 7 p.m.
New Commons 131

Bates
Democrats
Meeting
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
New
Commons
221

Bates Students Against
Poverty Meeting
8:30 p.m
Pettengill G50
Helicase Meeting
9 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Carnegie 429
College Republicans
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Pettengill 151

Village Club Series
9 p.m.- 11 p.m.
Benjamin Mays Center
Rose Cousins
“By the end of every live show,
Rose Cousins has you feeling
something. Itimate vocals and
warm guitar convey a passion¬
ate honesty that leaves you feel¬
ing like each of her songs could
somehow belong to you.”

Latinos Unidos Meeting
6 p.m. -7:30 p.m.
Multicultural Center

Bates Investment Club
7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Pettengill G21

Bates Christian Fellowship
7:30 p.m.
Chase Hall - Hirasawa Lounge

Poverty Awareness Week:
Rock for A Cause
Benefit Concert
with Bates Musicians
10 p.m.
Old Commons
Proceeds will go to St. Mary’s
Regional Medical Center.

Secular Student
Alliance
7 p.m. - 8p.m.
Pettengill 116
Hillel Meeting
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 211

Want to advertise an
event on this calendar?
E-mail agoldst2@bates.edu with title, time,
place and a brief description.
Submissions are due the Sunday
prior to publication by 6 p.m.

zApim!
Marwet & Eatery

120 SPRING STREET. AUBURN

783-8900

COUPON-CUP LIKE
FREE PEPPERONI TOPPING
ON ANY PIZZA, ANY SIZE.
COUPON EXPIRES 3/31/09. MUST BE MENTIONED
WHEN ORDERING AND .RETURNED TO DRIVER.
LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PIZZA ORDERED. MULTIPLE
COUPONS ACCEPTED AT EACH DELIVERY ADDRESS.

DELIVERING 10AM TO 9PM
MONDAY TO SATURDAY
S3 DELIVERY FEE • NO MINIMUM

WE OFFER 10”, 14”. 16” & 20" PIZZA
MANY STYLES TO CHOOSE FROM

WWW.ZAPIZZAMARKET.COM

Sunday, March 8
Martin Gibson
Filmboard Presents:
Frost / Nixon

2:00 p.m. & 4:30 p.m.
Olin 104

Guitar Workshop:
2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Solo Concert:
7 p.m. - 9 p.m.

Russian Language Table
5 p.m.
New Commons 226

The Ronj

Monday, March 9

“The Universe” is a TV series that discusses the won¬
ders and mysteries of our ever expanding universe. It
combines science and history in an exciting, enlighten¬
ing documentary. Come join the Society of Physics Stu¬
dents in a weekly showing of different episodes.

German Table
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 222

Sangai Asia Meeting
6 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 116

Two events: 3-on-3 hockey if you have
skates and broom ball if you prefer to
keep your sneakers on. Refreshments
provided. Hosted by Cat Country, the
Bobcat spirit of SAAC.

PostSecret:
Lecture by Frank Warren
7 p.m. / Lewiston Middle
School Auditorium

“The Universe”
Video Showing
7 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Carnegie Science 204

Tuesday, March 10

Puddle Puck
Pond Hockey Tournament
12 p.m.
Lake Andrews (the Puddle)

PostSecret is an ongoing community art
project, created and curated by Frank War¬
ren. People mail in their secrets on one side
of a homemade postcard. The secrets are
sad, funny, disturbing, touching and inspir¬
ing. Postcards are posted on the PostSecret
website, displayed in art exhibits or published
in one of four books thus far released.

Envirolunch Series
Topic: State Environmental
Legislation
12:10 - 1 p.m.
Muskie 201
Pete Didisheim, Senior Director of Advo¬
cacy at the Natural Resources Council of
Maine will speak about what environmental
I initiatives are on the legislative agenda this
year, what NRCM does and how people can
get involved.

New World Coalition
Meeting
8 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Ill Bardwell Street

Quaker Meeting
9:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
161 Wood Street

Bates Book Club
9 p.m. -10 p.m. / Hirasawa Lounge
Spanish Table
5 p.m. - 7 p.m.
New Commons 226

BCSG Meeting
7 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.
New Commons 221

International Club Meeting
5 p.m. / New Commons 131

Public Works in Progress
Anna Bartel:
“Why Literature Matters, and How”
12 p.m. -1 p.m.
Harward Center

F.A.B. Winter Dance Showcase
2:00 p.m.
Franco American Heritage Center
46 Cedar Street, Lewiston
The program includes a strong showing from Bates
College including a Napalese Dance performed by Shlesma Chhetri and Svidana Orekhova, the Bates Bol¬
lywood extravaganza seen at Sanghi Asia night with a
cast of 26 Bates dancers of all kinds and the a capella
group TakeNote.
For reservations, please call 689-2000 or purchase
tickets online at francoamericanheritage.org.

Language Arts Live:
Poetry Reading by Ravi Shankar
4:15 p.m.
Chase Hall, Skelton Lounge
Ravi Shankar reads his poetry and presents the new
Norton anthology of contemporary Arab and Asian
poetry. Shankar is the poet-in-residence at Central
Connecticut State University and the founding edi¬
tor of the online journal of the arts, Drunken Boat.
His books include Wanton Textiles (with Reb Liv¬
ingston, 2006) and Instrumentality (2004).

Noonday Concert:
Rebecca Furbush-Bayer and Seth Warner
12:30 pm
Olin Arts Center Concert Hall

The Bates Student is hot off the press
6 p.m.
Commons newspaper rack
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Rocchini Invigorates The Singer/

Bringing Boldness and Bargains into Fashion

Songwriter Scene on Campus

JESSIE SAWYER
MANAGING ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

Inspired by Elton John, Billy Joel and The
Beatles, Bates Sophomore Expresses His
Musical Vision and Identity
SARAH DUNN
ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

While many are familiar with the
talent of on-campus bands, it seems
the skill of Bates’ individual perform¬
ers often gets overlooked. One quite
deserving of the limelight is singer/
songwriter Derek Rocchini. Rocchini
performs all around campus, often
gracing less traditional venues like the
Den and the Fireside Lounge with his
original tunes.
Rocchini, a singer and keyboard
player, began composing his own
music at the age of 15, however he
claims to have become truly dedi¬
cated at the age of 19. His style is
eclectic, featuring a mixture of clas¬
sic rock, blues, Motown and soul. His
vocal abilities are undeniably distinct,
fusing the theatricality of Broadway
musicals with a pop-rock vibe. He of¬
ten performs with his friend, sopho¬
more Alex Iyer, a percussionist who

also plays for student band Funkbone Strumpet. Rocchini cites big
names such as Elton John, Billy Joel
and The Beatles as his biggest musi¬
cal influences.
Bates is not the only campus to
have showcased Rocchini’s talent; he
remembers a performance at Brown
University as his most memorable. The
show featured Rocchini’s original theat¬
rical compositions and improvisations,
receiving much audience accolade de¬
spite being quite spontaneous. He also
participated in the Portland Stage Com¬
pany’s rendition of “Les Mesirables”
over the summer, an experience he
thinks of fondly. Rocchini looks for any
venue which may benefit from live mu¬
sic, believing each performance con¬
tributes greatly to his development as
an artist.
In describing his musical evolution
while attending Bates, Rocchini said, “I
was passionate about music long before
I got to Bates. I guess what Bates allows

Best in Style: Jasmine Beane

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

Sophomore Derek Rocchini in his most
popular venue choice: the Fireplace
Lounge in New Commons. Rocchini
treats every concert the same, whether
there is an audience or not.

me to do is experiment. Doing shows in
unconventional spaces like the Den and
the Fireplace Lounge forces me to keep
things fresh as a performer.”
Rocchini’s unique fusion of musical
theater and pop melodies is unique and
unrivaled on campus. His passion for
performing, as well as his musical skill,
is manifest, so next time he performs,
expect a concert sure to entertain.

Just Plain Silly about Food
LAURA BAUGHMAN
RESTAURANT CRITIC

Located right outside of the Old
Port in Portland, Silly’s is a restaurant
whose name was inspired by Albert
Einstein’s famous phrase, “As far as
we can discern, the universe is a very
silly place.”
When stepping into the place,
patrons can easily see that the eat¬
ery abides by the scientist’s words;
the small dining room is littered by
kitschy decorations, and its walls are
covered from floor to ceiling with fun
photographs.
This barrage of the senses is am¬
plified by the restaurant’s menu - in
addition to a full vegan menu of sur¬
prisingly delicious-sounding options,
Silly’s also offers a bevy of mouth¬
watering dishes ranging from the
COURTESY OF LAURA BAUGHMAN
slop bucket (layered rice, cheddar
The sweet dreams dessert option at Silly’s melds vanilla ice cream with a fusion of
and mozzarella cheese, red beans,
fried plantains, honey, toasted pecans, toasted coconut and cinnamon.
cole slaw, Applewood smoked
pork, warm barbeque sauce and
dill pickles) to the Thai pie (a pizza
lectable when paired with the sweet¬
and garlic roasted veggies topped with
with Thai peanut sauce, chicken, ched¬
charbroiled lamb pieces and feta, with
ness of honey and ice cream, making
dar, mozzarella and fresh scallions). As
a cucumber dill sauce on the side. The
for a dessert experience that provided
if this wasn’t enough, the restaurant
a unique ending to an intensely satis¬
Greek flavors of this dish complemented
also offers a mind-blowing selection of each other perfectly, with a sprinkling
fying meal.
freshly made milkshakes with dozens of of feta adding moistness while not over¬
Silly’s is quite possibly the best
crazy and/or delicious mix-ins like avo¬
restaurant that I have reviewed, thus
powering the flavor of the lamb, which
cado pulp, cake, jalapenos, curry, key
was perfectly cooked and wonderfully
far; the eatery is one of the few
lime pie and Tang.
places that truly has something for
tender. The mythos is a perfect choice
I started my meal with the garden of for those with large appetites and dis¬
everyone - whether it be a hardcore
eatin’, an appetizer that features housevegan or a steadfast meat-eater.
cerning palates.
made hummus with freshly made flour
The grand finale was a dessert The only downside to Silly’s is its
tortilla chips and vegetables for dipping.
cramped seating', but this is easily
named sweet dreams: a combination
I loved how fresh the carrots, broccoli
overcome by the restaurant’s excel¬
of fried plantains (a fruit that is similar
and green peppers were - their crispi¬
to the banana but firmer and not as
lent service and delicious, creative
ness was perfect when paired with
sweet), honey, toasted pecans, toast¬
food options. The next time you
Silly’s hummus, which was thicker than
make a trip down to Portland, don’t
ed coconut, cinnamon and vanilla ice
the typical store-bought variety and per¬
cream. The mellow plantains were de¬
miss the chance to check out Silly’s.
fectly spiced. My quest to abstain from
consuming fried foods was promptly
ruined by the fresh flour tortilla chips
that were light, crispy and delicious,
rendering themselves irresistible.
Roaring Review: 4 out of 5 Bobcats
Next up was the kabooki bowl, an
entree featuring soy sauce, ginger and
garlic-marinated grilled chicken with
rice and garlic-roasted veggies, topped
with fresh scallions. The char-grilled
pieces of chicken atop this steaming
"TMI Til I
bowl were flavorful and tender, and
the accompanying rice and fresh-grilled
veggies made this Asian-inspired dish
satisfying but not overly heavy.
I also tried the mythos, another en¬
tree consisting of a bed of cous cous

When asked how she would de¬
scribe her style, Jasmine Beane ’ll
had trouble searching for one word
to define her wardrobe choices. That
is because Beane’s style is diverse and
creative, which is why she has been se¬
lected for this week’s Best in Style.
Beane has a distinctive sense of
color coordination, wardrobe combina¬
tions and flare. For Beane, bright colors
are imperative. While she doesn’t have
a favorite color to wear, she often goes
with pink, purple and teal, as well as
other colors that compliment her com¬
plexion. However, she’s not afraid to
go bold.
“I am a believer in bright articles
of clothing. I think it’s fun and youth¬
ful,” said Beane. “I am not afraid to try
things that I think most people would
pass over.”
Beane’s style embraces her femi¬
ninity, accentuating the youthfulness
and beauty of the female body with
the array of dresses and skirts her
wardrobe features.
“I guess I would say [my style] is
essentially feminine, somewhat trendy,
colorful, eclectic and youthful,” Beane
said. “[The] majority of the pieces in my
closet are dresses or skirts; I just love
how they fit the female frame and [I]
feel as though it [is] really hard to go
wrong with a dress.”
The amount of thought that goes
into her daily outfits varies. Some¬
times she throws something on be¬
fore heading out the door and other
times she agonizes over what to
wear, namely before going out on
weekends. Even if she puts on the
first piece of clothing she sees, she
almost always leaves her room look¬
ing classy.
“Since the majority of my ward¬
robe is dresses, it’s really easy to just
grab and go. Then there are the days
when I have extra time in the morn¬
ing and I will go try on like five differ¬

ent combinations, usually to just settle
with the first idea,” Beane said. “My
friends would say that on weekends,
it’s painful to wait for me to get ready,
but 1 disagree.”
Clothing aside, Beane has an eye
for accessorizing, wearing long, thickbeaded necklaces and the occasional
flower clip in her hair. She shops for
clothes and accessories from a variety
of shops.
“I get my accessories from every¬
where, just like I get clothes from ev¬
erywhere. I have things from Claire’s
to Banana Republic to Urban Outfit¬
ters to Forever 21 to Anthropologie to
thrift stores to Ten Thousand Villages,”
Beane said. “I really look for things
that are unique, can really compli¬
ment my outfits and are cute.”
The key to Beane’s shopping is go¬
ing chic but cheap.
“As my friends will tell you, I am
one of the cheapest shoppers ever. It is
truly rare for me to buy something full
price, like it has to be something I can’t
resist,” Beane said. “Over the years I
have become a skilled sale shopper and
can find the best prices. So I would say
that price highly influences my style. I
don’t believe you have to pay an arm
and a leg to look good.”
Beane puts thought into what she
buys, recognizing that style is not
just commercially dependent. Besides
bright colors and bold accessories, her
hair is the most outstanding feature
of her wardrobe, often up in twists,
looking professionally styled for an
elegant event.
“I think that my hair styles come
from just playing with my hair and
finding things that compliment my face
or what I’m wearing,” Beane said. “I
think it’s important to try new things
and push yourself so that you find
your style. It’s hair and it grows back,
so why not cut bangs or try something
you saw on TV?”
While L.L. Bean is the norm in the
snowy winters of Maine, this Beane
stands out as unique.

JUDSON PECK/THE BATES STUDENT

An expert bargain shopper, sophomore Jasmine Beane is able to embody elegance
and class at a low price, a crucial skill to have in an economic crisis.

Silly’s

JS all b 5®^

hkWSk

40 Washington Ave.
Portland, Maine 04101

Flagship Cinema, Lewiston Movie Listings
Confessions of a Shopaholic lhr, 55min PG
4:30, 9:00
Coraline lhr, 50min PG
1:25pm
Fired Up lhr, 40min PG-13
1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 7:10, 9:15
Friday the 13th lhr, 45min R
7:30, 9:45
Gran Torino 2hr, 5min R
4:05, 9:35
He’s Just Not That Into You 2hr, 15min PG-13
1:05, 6:45
Hotel for Dogs lhr, 50min PG
1:30, 3:55

The International 2hr, lOmin R
4:10, 9:25
Madea Goes to Jail lhr, 55min PG-13
1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:40
Milk 2hr, 20min R
1:10, 6:40
Paul Blart: Mall Cop lhr, 40min PG
1:20, 4:15, 7:05, 9:05
The Pink Panther 2 lhr, 45min PG
1:35, 6:55
Slumdog Millionaire 2hr, 15min R
1:15, 4:00, 6:50, 9:20
Taken lhr, 45min PG-13
1:45, 4:25, 7:15, 9:10
The Wrestler 2hr, 5min R
3:50, 7:00, 9:30

F*** My Life
Girl: So, I got my boyfriend ski boots for Christmas, then I was like,
wait...he doesn’t ski.
Friend: Ooh, that sucks.
Outside Pettengill

It’s a Hard Knock Life for Us
Boy staring intently at computer screen: Fuck!
Girl bumping into table: Ouch! Fuck!
Boy 2 with headphones on: Fuck this Printer!
Pettengill Computer Lab

Dirty Dancing: Taken to the Next Level
Boy 1: Would you prefer to be better at dancing or singing?
Girl 2: Singing!
Girl 3: Dancing. You can dance your way into bed so easily.
350 College St

We Hope It Was good?
Girl: He’s really annoying and ugly, but I didn’t mind having sex with
him.
The Juice Station, Commons
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Hosting Adults for the First FM Belfast: Iceland’s Intrepid Invasion
Time After “Twilight”
different than any previous ones. But
Melanie, her human host, refuses to re¬
linquish control of her mind, and Wan¬
derer finds herself learning
The Earth in Stephehow to be human from
nie Meyer’s novel “The
the woman still in her
Host” has been taken
head. She experiences
over by an alien race.
Melanie’s fierce love for
The souls, as they call
Jared, another rebel hu¬
themselves, take over the
man who refuses to grow
bodies and minds of their
faint and disappear.
human hosts and go on
Now in its 38th week
living human lives but
on the New York Times’s
without any of the pas¬
Bestseller list, “The Host”
sion or violence of hu¬
is the first book for
manity. The souls believe
adults from the author
that they have created a
of the hugely popular
perfect Earth, one based
“Twilight” series. Full of
on compassionate altru¬
believable, captivating
ism rather than selfish
characters, “The Host”
greed. But the remaining
THE HOST
is a fast-paced romantic
“wild” humans only see
By Stephenie Meyer
thriller that raises intrigu¬
the destruction of their
ing questions about what
619 pages.
race and fight bitterly to
Little, Brown
it means to be human. It
keep themselves from be¬
makes a nice break from
& Company. $25.99.
ing taken.
the day-to-day reading
When an experienced
required for Bates classes
soul called Wanderer is given the body
and will appeal to anyone who appre¬
of a recently captured human, she ex¬
ciates an imaginative blend of adven¬
pects her takeover of this life to be no
ture, science fiction and romance.
ALEXANDRA KELLY

STAFF WRITER

The Self-Expression Recession
Fashion Week Disappoints America
LYDIA FINN

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Last month’s Fashion Week in New
York City left America in an unfamiliar
state: uninspired. It is bad enough that
Fashion Week was considerably down¬
sized this year as designers like Vera
Wang and Betsey Johnson held private
fashion shows to save money while
others cut hundreds of people off their
guest lists and opted to enlist the help
of interns (i.e. free) to dress the models
backstage. At a time when millions of
Americans are out of work and couldn’t
care less what is coming down a run¬
way, it seems a bit silly to be spend¬
ing almost $70,000 on a big white tent.
But it happened. And people came.
And America yawned and kept looking
through the want ads.
What happened? In reaction to the
growing criticism about the opulence
of the fashion industry during an eco¬
nomic crisis, many designers decided
to play it safe and send simple, reliable
pieces down the runway. To many, safe
often means boring. To the economy,
safe doesn’t make any money. Michael
Kors showed a lot of little black dresses
(check, already have that). Ralph Lauren
had a lot of crisp white pants (yawn).

Marc Jacobs let everyone know that
the ’80s were back by sending big hair,
oversized tops and bright colors down
the runway. Wait a second! Aren’t the
’80s already back? Doesn’t everyone
at Bates own Ray-Bans and black leg¬
gings? Wasn’t it way easier this year to
get dressed for the ’80s Dance than the
’90s Dance? I’m shocked at the idea
that Bates College was able to predict
fashion trends ahead of such a creative
person. Or maybe Mr. Jacobs was sim¬
ply trying to reminisce about a time
when our country did have money. But
honestly, it looked a lot like last year’s
show: shoulder pads and pleated pants.
There wasn’t anything new. No creative
juice, energy or provocative voice, all
things that would help us get through a
recession. Michelle Obama could have
inspired more confidence in the fashion
industry than some of its biggest stars.
So here we are, with no money and
no inspiration and we are supposed to
get dressed everyday? Maybe a boring
Fashion Week was a good thing be¬
cause now no one feels any pressure to
rush out and spend their money on the
repeated, I mean latest, trends. Reces¬
sion Fashion Week was all about rein¬
terpretation of the good old days and
relying on your classic strengths.

Let’s Talk About Sex
Teaching Maturity and Unlearning Awkwardness
TAMARA WYZANSKI

SEX COLUMNIST

m

■

Unlearning awkwardness and imma¬
turity around sex comes naturally with
age and experience. But isn’t there a
way to teach maturity and comfort with
sex and sex shops even at a young age
when experience is minimal or nonexis¬
tent? I think there is. Consider a teen¬
ager you know. How do you teach that
person to acknowledge these topics in a
respectable manner? I venture to say it is
by confronting the topics and speaking
freely about them.
Over break, my friend came to visit
me in Cambridge. We visited Condom
World, a notorious sex shop on Newbury
Street in Boston. I hadn’t been since I
was in high school and purchased sex
books and penis pasta as joke presents
for my friends’ 15th birthdays. This was
the first time I walked in the store truly
comfortable with the excess of pornogra¬
phy and foot-long rubber dildos.
However, four boys in the store
were not comfortable at aE. One of
them roared, “Dude, let’s get your giant
dildo and pay for it so we can get out of
here!” This is common. Teens come in
cliques, touch aU the pornography DVDs
with their greasy hands, leave without
ever having the baUs (no pun intended)
to purchase anything, and probably go
home to masturbate to the naked female
cover models on the clitoris vibrator they
saw on the shelf.
Why are teenagers so immature? I
think it can be boiled down to the fact
that teenage boys and girls (especially
the inexperienced ones) are uncomfort¬
able; sex can be erotic and raunchy but
it is often foreign and sometimes for¬
bidden. In many cases, the act of sex
or even the mere idea of it has yet to
be fully and maturely explored. Had
these boys had a different upbringing
and environment, I think they would
be more comfortable with sex and their

afternoon visit to
Condom World to
heat up (again, no
pun intended) on
that freezing Febru¬
ary afternoon.
My cousin, Alex
Robboy (creator of the website www.
howtohavegoodsex.com) is raising two
teenage boys that are comfortable and
mature about sex. They’re comfortable
because Alex talks about sex with them.
She explains her job and how she gives
tips online about how to have great sex
and where the most comprehensive
sex shops are in the PhEly area. Her
two sons will not grow to be the type
to laugh or make jokes in a sex shop—
regardless of whether or not they have
actuaUy had sex. Experience with the
pictures and words surrounding sex is
what makes young men and women
confident in confronting sex in a store
with their friends, by themselves on You¬
Tube, or with their first intimate partner.
So what are the smaH ways to bring
sex to the surface with teens without per¬
petuating awkwardness and discomfort?
What does “taUring about these topics”
reaEy mean? How about asking how the
sex is with your friend and her boyfriend
of five years? How about a gift certificate
to one of these shops? Instead of buy¬
ing a massive, uncanny dHdo as a joke
present for a friend, why not give him
or her a usable and realistic sex toy that
could actuaEy be quite pleasurable? How
about taking your 14-year-old brother or
sister to the sex shop, Condom Sense, in
Portland when they visit Bates One week¬
end? How about getting a book on the
anatomy of the female and male body or
“It’s Perfectly Normal: Changing Bodies,
Growing Up, Sex, and Sexual Health”
(1994) as a present on the eighth night of
Hanukah? How about you think of some
ways with your friends as you read this
in Commons?
Come on, talk about it, I dare you.

COURTESY OF NELSON HARRIS

After several WRBC board members saw FM Belfast play in the Icelandic Airways Music Festival in 2006, they
remained in touch with the band with the hope of bringing them to Bates. Three years later, the Islandic band has
thoroughly enjoyed experiencing Bates. The group showcased their music and shared their views on the economic
crisis in Iceland.
ELIZABETH ROWLEY

ASSISTANT ARTS & LIVING EDITOR

We aren’t alone in our nation’s strug¬
gle through one of the worst economic
crises in history. Iceland can relate.

Icelandic group FM Belfast, spon-_
sored by WRBC and the Bates Musician
Union, journeyed to the States to play
a show and also hosted an economic
symposium on the collapse of the Ice¬
landic economy. The group is currently
touring to promote their first full-length

album, “How To Make Friends,” re¬
leased in October 2008, and probably
appropriately titled considering the
state of the global economy and our
countries’ similar struggles.
The band is based in Reykjavik, IceSee FM BELFAST, page 9

The “Printz” of Comedy
“I write jokes about the everyday, about things that annoy me or
things that have happened to me in life”
KELLY COX

STAFF WRITER

If laughter truly is the best medi¬
cine, every sneezing and sniffling
Batesie should attend the performance
of comedian Robbie Printz in the Ben¬
jamin Mays Center on Friday, March
6 at 9 p m. Printz has performed on
cruises, for corporate events and for
some of the best comedy clubs across
the nation. His act is perfect for a col¬
lege audience, filled with material
about the ludicrousness of adulthood
mixed with clever sentiments from his
childhood wonderings.
Printz maintains his status as one
of the top college acts in the nation
and is currently touring New England
regional colleges, including the Uni¬
versity of Connecticut, Colby and Uni¬
versity of Massachusetts-Lowell. Printz
was dubbed the best comic in Boston
by the “Improper Bostonian” in 2003.
He is the winner of the 2002 and 2003
Boston Comedy Festival and was a fea¬
tured performer at Disney’s Millennium
Celebration, a 15-month party at Epcot

in Lake Buena Vista, Fla.
Comedian Robbie Printz has also ex¬
perienced success in the world of tele¬
vision, such as opening for Aerosmith
during MTV’s 10th Anniversary Special
in 1991. Printz has appeared on NBC’s
“Louie Anderson’s Comedy Showcase,”
Comedy Central’s “Comic Cabana” and
A&E’s “An Evening at the Improv.”
Printz, a New Hampshire native,
embodies humor for every age.
“I write jokes about the everyday,
about things that annoy me or things
that have happened to me in life,” com¬
mented Printz.
Printz has been inspired by a va¬
riety of comedians over the course of
his career; former role models include
Bill Cosby and Eddie Murphy. Printz re¬
layed that he could not pick just one
comedian that he looks up to, for every
comic possesses “different styles and
different ways of doing things.”
As a child, Printz wished to be an as¬
tronaut; then as a teenager he found the
space for comedy in his life, performing
skits in his bedroom with a style simEar
to Saturday Night Live. Printz graduated

from Bentley College in Waltham, Mass,
in 1990, leaving with a Bachelor’s De¬
gree in computer information systems.
However, he quickly realized that he
did not want to be a systems analyst
or a computer programmer. Printz has
been pursuing comedy for 20 years
now, serving as a living example that
one’s major does not have to dictate
where one may find success.
Printz’s performance is funded by
the zealous efforts of the Chase Hall
Committee (CHC), who was impressed
by his act at the National Association
of Campus Activities. Members of the
CHC attend this conference twice a year
where they are presented with 20-min¬
ute sets of various artists over the course
of three to four days.
“After seeing Robbie perform, all
present believed that he was very funny,
and based on his price and proximity
to school, we thought that it would be
a good fit for Bates,” commented Sam
Hewett ’09 co-president of CHC.
To find out more information or
to see some of Printz’s previous work,
check out RobbiePrintz.com.

“Milk,” A Must-See Movie
Standing up for Gay Rights with A Story of the Past
HILLARY FINK

STAFF WRITER

The struggle for equal rights for
homosexuals and the rise of a char¬
ismatic politician who believes in the
transformative power of hope are
events and issues that defined No¬
vember 2008. But in the 1970s, they
defined the life of Harvey Milk. There
have been multiple failed attempts to
make a biopic about the country’s first
openly gay politician, which makes
the release of Gus Van Sant’s “Milk”
arrive at a time when its subject mat¬
ter has become so relevant that it
seem less like a strange coincidence
and more like fate.
“Milk” tells the true story of Har¬
vey Milk’s rise to political power in
the Castro District of San Francisco.
The movie starts with Harvey, played
by Sean Penn, recording a tape that
is to be played if he is assassinated.
Van Sant uses this tape as a device to
narrate Milk’s story. Rather than giv¬
ing us much background on his life
or family, Van Sant chooses to start
his story on the eve of Harvey’s 40th
birthday when Harvey meets Scott
(James Franco), a younger gay man.
Milk is tired of living a closeted life
working in insurance in New York
City and confesses to Scott that he
feels he has done nothing notable
with his life.
The pair decide to move to San

Francisco and open up a camera shop.
They immediately face resistance
from the conservative business com¬
munity. This is the catalyst that forces
Harvey to enter politics. Eventually,
with the support of the growing gay
community, he wins the race for city

Milk
5 out of 5 Bobcats

Directed by Gus Van Sant
Starring Sean Penn and
Emile Hirsch
supervisor. Elected at the same time is
Dan White, a conservative, Irish Cath¬
olic former cop played by Josh Brolin. Though the two forge a pseudofriendship, the viewer knows White
as Harvey Milk’s eventual assassin.
While this eliminates suspense,
Oscar-winning writer Dustin Lance
Black used this knowledge to his
advantage by penning a number of

scenes where the two interact. The
scene where Harvey attends the chris¬
tening of White’s son is particularly
powerful. The level of uneasiness
experienced by the viewer when the
two converse cordially, particularly in
a church, is difficult to describe. How¬
ever, Van Sant’s “Milk” is not meant
to tell the story of a man’s death as
much as it is to celebrate his incred¬
ible life and legacy. Though the film
has more than one tragic moment,
they are interspersed with humorous
and uplifting scenes, and it is these
which make the strongest impact.
Nominated for Best Picture, “Milk”
received much of its award show
hype because of a truly incredible
performance by Sean Penn. Penn
does not play Harvey Milk so much as
he inhabits him, making it impossible
to imagine any other actor in the role.
He certainly deserves his Best Actor
trophy. Brolin, who was nominated
for Best Supporting Actor but lost
to Heath Ledger, manages to make
a seemingly unsympathetic character
seem complex, lonely and isolated.
Up against the Oscar juggernaut of
“Slumdog Millionaire,” “Milk” was un¬
likely to win Best Picture. However, it
is a film that is strong enough in all
areas to truly deserve such an honor.
It is a must see for anyone who is pas¬
sionate about movies. The Filmboard
will show “Milk” on Wednesday at 7
p.m. and 9 p.m.

■
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FM Belfast Shares Their
Music and Views on the
Economic Crisis in Iceland
with Bates Audience
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

land, and core members include Ami
Runar Hlodversson, Ami Vilhjalmsson,
Loa Hlin Hjalmtysdottir and Haraldur Agnar Civelek, the four who preformed at
Bates; however, FM Belfast can include
up to eight members depending on the
availability of the musicians.
The facilitation of bringing the band
to Bates College has been in the works
since several WRBC board members first
saw them perform and met the group
at the Iceland Airways music festival in
2006. Since that time, Grif Peterson ’09
began a correspondence with the group
through Google-chat to assist in their
travel plans and also to help FM Belfast
organize a few shows on the East coast.
“We were so excited to see them in
Iceland. After four months of G-chatting,
it’s great to see things finally come to
fruition,” mused Peterson.
The group arrived from New York
on Friday and was greeted by the board
members of WRBC. FM Belfast maxi¬
mized their time at Bates and was genu¬
inely excited to be on a college campus.
During their stay, they ate meals in New
Commons, where they were particu¬
larly interested in guessing where social
cliques sat. Loa, who is allergic to wheat,
loved the gluten-free desserts. They also
got to know some of the students here
and bought a surplus of Fluff to bring
home with them. By the end of their stay,
the band complemented their hosts and
claimed they wanted to live at Bates.
“It’s a lot more enjoyable to host a
band when they are excited to be here”,
said Peterson.
“They were really appreciative,” add¬
ed Bradley McGraw TO.
FM Belfast played an extremely dy¬
namic and exciting show to a full house
in the Mays Center on Saturday night.
Bates bands Reggaenomics and Battle¬
ship opened for FM Belfast, and TaNZERMENSCH concluded the night with
a DJ set.
The Icelandic group played with a
contagious enthusiasm as the audience

danced along sans reservation. High¬
lights of the show include the group’s
take on the Guns N’ Roses jam “Wel¬
come to the Jungle” and when the band
“made it rain” with counterfeit Icelandic
currency and confetti.
“It would have been cheaper to use
actual kronas,” commented one of the
group members.
Iceland’s finances are truly dismal.
While the current state of the Icelan¬
dic economy is no laughing matter, FM
Belfast maintained a sense of humor
throughout the economic symposium
Saturday afternoon in New Commons,
hosted by the Bates Libertarian Club.
Associate Politics Professor Asgeirsdottir Aslaug joined with band members
to discuss the financial crisis and
answered questions from a full and
curious audience.
The on-going financial crisis in Ice¬
land has resulted in the collapse of the
nation’s three largest banks. The crisis
was sparked, in part, by a run on depos¬
its in the United Kingdom and was exas¬
perated by banks’ inability to refinance
short-term debt. There is no end in sight
to what is being called the worst bank¬
ing collapse in economic history relative
to the size of Iceland’s economy. An es¬
timated one third of Iceland’s popula¬
tion seeking employment and finan¬
cial stability is estimated to leave the
country. It is the only developed na¬
tion to borrow from the International
Monetary fund and the first western
country to do so since 1976.
“The good thing about all this is
people ask us about something other
than Peter Bjorn and John and Sigur
Ros. You can actually have an opin¬
ion,” noted Ami Runar Hlodversson,
laughing.
The impressive turnout at both
the symposium and the concert is a
testament to the general interest of
the community at large in a diverse
music scene. The group came at a
price for WRBC, however, “and thus
begins the WRBC industrial revolu¬
tion,” concluded Nelson Harris TO,
the station’s general manager.

Academy Awards Crossword
Helen Paille
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Across
First winner of an Academy Award
for best picture
Price of a ticket to the first Academy
Awards in 1929
Winslet film title that probably
describes most of Bates on a Sunday
night
"Great" author of a short story that
inspired one of this year's nominees
One of three films to win 11 Oscars
Film with the most nominations this
year
Bedankt, takk, salamat, danke
AFI's choice for the greatest film of
all time
One of three films to win 11 Oscars
This year's Oscars in Rome
Best supporting actor this year. No
joke!

Down
Perhaps the most fantasized about
man in Hollywood
2 Official drink of the Castro?
3 Flower on everyone's lips in 1941
6 This year's Best Picture winner
8 Famed thriller director with no Oscars
in his "Rear Window"
9 Individual who has been fruitlessly
nominated for 19 Oscars
10 First African American (of any gender)
to win an oscar in 1939
13 A Wolverine on the red carpet?
16 One of three films to win 11 Oscars
1

Cousins: A Home-Grown Sound
CHARLIE THAXTON
STAFF WRITER

The next installment in Bates’ Vil¬
lage Club Series is Rose Cousins, a
singer/songwriter from Halifax, Nova
Scotia. Cousins is an award-winning
performer, garnering praise from
both critics of her native Canada and
the U.S.
Cousins’ sound is best described
as home-grown, familiar and sincere.
She certainly occupies the folk rock
or bluegrass category, but her music
lends itself to a nice cup of chai and
some relaxation too.
Cousins has previously released

two EPs and is touring in support of
her recent full-length album, “If You
Were For Me.” Cousins communi¬
cates the rustic austerity of her Nova
Scotia upbringing through her mu¬
sic, which looks south for its roots
in Arperican folk and Appalachian
sounds. The music is certainly her
own, however.
Cousins’ songs are sure to soothe
some Batesies anxious from the lin¬
gering frost' Interested students can
check out Rose Cousins’ myspace at
myspace.com/rosecousins or, better
yet, check out the performer live at
the Benjamin Mays Center, Friday,
March 5 at 9 p.m.

What

Now?
THE BRYANT MBA
One-Year Program
Do you have what you need to get the job
you want? With the Bryant MBA one-year
program, you will gain both the skills and
experience to launch a successful career.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE

This accelerated one-year program is designed
to build upon undergraduate programs in all
academic areas - liberal arts, science,
technology, and business - to name a few.

Call

• Begin the program directly after you
graduate from college.
• No professional experience is required.

Bryant MBA One-year Program:
Visit

gradschool.bryant.edu/one
(401)232-6230
E-mail

gradprog@bryant.edu

Bryant
UNIVERSITY

• Gain hands-on experience, and build
mentor relationships with corporate
■ executives through the Business
Practicum program.

KELLY COX
>■
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Graduate School or Business

1150 Douglas Pike
Smithfield, Rhode Island
www.bryant.edu
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Griffey Junior Home in the Nick of Time
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

As a 22-year-old college senior,
my understanding of the Cosmos is as
limited as anyone’s. 1 am so green to
the experiences of life that I appear
invisible in a forest.
Still, hope endures. Perhaps it is
the optimist in me, but I can’t help
but believe that some things just
harmonize too nicely together to be
apart forever.
The peanut butter will always
find the jelly. LOST’s Jack and Kate
will commit to one another in the
show’s final season. And while we
may criticize our country’s leaders,

the United States will always remain
a nation of patriots.
The Mariners’ signing of Ken
Griffey Jr. to a one-year $2 million
dollar contract represents one of
these inevitable attractions. More
important still, The Kid’s return to
the Jet City seems a ray of hope in a
darkening world.
On a personal level, I think I
needed a reminder that the world
was still a good place, that fairy tale
endings could occur and that pure¬
ness still existed. The acquisition of
Junior warmed my big and recently
frigid heart to the core.
In times such as these, where can

Women’s Track Dominates
JOE MUSSO
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The women’s track and field team
posted impressive performances at
both the Division III New England
Championships and the Open New
England Championships over the
past two weekends.
Competition began two week¬
ends ago at Bowdoin College where
many of the women finished their
indoor seasons at the Division III
New England Championships. Bates
placed an impressive sixth place out
of 24 scoring teams, outpacing rival
schools Brandeis, Amherst, Middlebury and Colby.
Highlights from the meet includ¬
ed All-New England performances
from Dana Lindauer who was sixth
in the 400m in a time of 1:00.67, Izzy
Alexander who placed second in the
1000m in 3:00.42, first-year Kristina
Tobin who finished fifth in the 55m
hurdles in 8.81 seconds, senior Jen
Marino who was seventh in the triple
jump with a leap of 35’7” and Sara El¬
len Godek who claimed eighth in the
weight throw with a heave of 45’2”.
The 4x400m relay team of
Lindauer, Tobin, Marino and Alex¬
ander also won All-New England
honors with a seventh-place finish.
Top honors for the meet went to

standout Vantiel Elizabeth Duncan,
who won both the weight throw
and the shot put with top heaves of
54’6” and 42’11” respectively.
This past weekend, a select group
of women competed at the Open
New England Championships held
at Boston University. This elite meet
is characterized by tough entry stan¬
dards and competition across Divi¬
sion I, II and III.
Duncan impressed again with
a sixth-place performance in the
weight throw with a heave of 52’10”.
Junior Katie Bash ran a personal
record in the 1000m, recording a
time of 3:04.40, placing her among
the top-10 performers in Bates his¬
tory. Sara Ellen Godek placed 16th
in the weight throw, Dana Lindauer
placed 26th in the 400m, Jen Ma¬
rino placed 19th in the long jump
and Kristina Tobin placed 22nd in
the 55m hurdles.
Senior Izzy Alexander ran the
800m on Friday night, recording a
time of 2:14.78, seeding her sixth
for the finals on Saturday, where she
placed sixth in a time of 2:13.82. Al¬
exander improved her mark by almost
a second, furthering her provisionally
qualifying time for nationals.
The women will compete next
weekend at ECACs held by Tufts
University.

Swimming Impresses at
NESCACs; Lamdin to NCAAs
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
t

Over the course of the past two
weekends, the men and women’s
swim teams both competed in weekend-long NESCAC
Championship
meets, ending their seasons in match¬
ing 10th place positions out of the 11
total conference teams.
The women’s side competed on
Feb. 20-22 at Bowdoin. One of the
weekend’s many highlights came from
senior diver Kelsey Lamdin whose vic¬
tory in the lm event qualified her to
compete in the NCAA finals. Fellow
diver Annaliese Rudis ’10 placed in
seventh in the 3m and fifth in the lm.
The lady swimmers advanced to
compete in five out of six final rac¬
es on Saturday. Co-Captain Katelyn
Drake ’10 came in third place in both
the 200-yard and 100-yard backstroke
events, breaking her own record in the
former with a time of 2:05.08. Drake
rounded out the hat-trick with a sixth
place finish in the 200 IM.
Charlotte Green ’ll placed fifth
in the 100-yard free, second in the
50-yard free and seventh in the
200-yard free. First-year Kara Leasure
earned a pair of eighth place metals in
the 1650-yard freestyle and 200-yard
backstroke. Fellow rookie Emily Tato

T2 placed 16th in the 500-yard free
finals; her extraordinary time in pre¬
liminaries (5:09 76) crushed the Bates
record in the event.
In the relays, the 400-ya'rd freestyle
team of Drake, Green, Sarah Reingold
TO and Tato earned a fourth place fin¬
ish out of 22 total teams, touching in
at a team best of 3:34.31.
The men’s championship compe¬
titions took place this past weekend
at Wesleyan. For the relay events, a
team of Nathaniel Depew T2, Jake
MacNaughton TO, Matt Lipoff ’12 and
Mark Andrews ’09 finished in ninth
place in the 800-yard freestyle, break¬
ing the Bates record by two seconds.
In the 200-yard medley relay, Chris
Berry ’09, Alex McKeown T2, Ned
Scott T2 and Dan Aupi T2 took sev¬
enth and broke yet another school re¬
cord with a time of 1:35.64. A 400-yard
medley team of Scott, Aupi, McKeown
and Berry took seventh place out of
22 teams.
For individual events, Scott
came in 10th place in the 100-yard
butterfly, touching in at 51.68. He
also earned a sixth-place finish in
the 50-yard butterfly with a time of
23.14. Berry broke his own record
in the 100-yard backstroke for the
second time in two days, earning a
lOth-place position in the event.

Women’s Squash Finishes 14th
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

■

■
■

The women’s squash team closed
out their 2008-2009 season on Feb. 15
ranked 14th in the nation. The team
ended their campaign in a weekend set
of matches against Mt. Holyoke, Hamil¬
ton and Middlebury, finishing their sea¬
son with a final record of 11-9.
The competitions kicked off on Feb.
13 with a match against Mt. Holyoke in
which the Bobcats fell 7-2. Sophomore
squashers Anna Hogeland and Stepha¬
nie Cabot claimed the two victories of
the afternoon, both defeating their op¬
ponents in straight games.
The next day, Bates swept Hamilton
in a clean 9-0 victory. All but two match¬
es were won in straight games.
The weekend’s final competition
was against Middlebury - a battle for
the 13th-seed. The Bobcats fell to their
NESCAC rivals 6-3. Whitney Roller TO
and rookie player Mimi Neal T2 both
won in straight games for the Bobcats
at the number two and number five
positions respectively. Cabot boasted
the third win for the match, taking her
opponent in five games at the number
six position.
“As a team, we faced some very

close, heartbreaking losses,” said Cap¬
tain Margot Webel ’09. “But our dedica¬
tion to the game never wavered. The
rising of several other talented teams
into our flight is an exciting prospect
for the future and growth of college
squash. These new rivalries can only
strengthen the game, and I look for¬
ward to watching the girls compete
next year and beyond.”
While National Competition brought
the team’s collective season to a close,
Hannah Laverty TO and Roller, at the
number one and two positions respec¬
tively, set off on Feb. 27 to compete in
Individual Nationals, hosted by Williams
College. Roller and Laverty earned one
victory apiece out of three matches
played over the weekend. Laverty and
Roller both defeated Vassar-representative Eleanor Wiess. Laverty took Weiss
in three straight games. Roller fell to Mt.
Holyoke’s Shara Robertson and Middlebury’s Virginia Shannon - an opponent
she had swept in three straight at Nation¬
als two weeks prior. Laverty later fell to
Robertson in four games on Saturday.
Refusing to go down without a fight,
Laverty was up 7-0 in the fourth game,
sadly falling 10-8 in the end. She ends
the season with an individual ranking of
81st in the nation.

one turn to find consistency, moral¬
ity and hope? How can we convince
ourselves to hang on, that things will
get better and that it is possible to
reverse tarnation?
These are big questions with
even bigger answers. But watching
Ken Griffey Jr. swing a baseball bat
is a good place to start.
He is the only active member of
baseball’s All Century team, roaming
the outfield with Babe Ruth, Hank
Aaron, Ted Williams, Willie Mays,
Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Mantle, Ty
Cobb, Pete Rose and Stan Musial for
all of eternity.
More importantly, he is arguably

the game’s greatest ambassador. Ju¬
nior has the sweetest swing in base¬
ball and a smile that can make ice
turn to melted butter.
As a senior, I had planned on
spending the summer, after college on
a beach with either my nose in a book
or facedown in the sand due to the in¬
gestion of about 11 too many margaritas. Sounds pretty awesome, right?
Getting drunk on the beach is a
sweet way to spend your summer. I will
undoubtedly start doing some of that
come graduation on May 31. But the re¬
turn of Griffey has altered my plans.
Now, I will need to find some
time to spend at home, listening to

How Sweet It Is
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

With an overwhelming roster of
46 able-bodied Bobcats on the 2009
squad, the men’s lacrosse team pre¬
pares to start their season this Wednes¬
day against Keene State. The team is
led by Head Coach Peter Lasagna, who
celebrates his ninth season as head of
the Bobcats. Lasagna will be assisted
by newcomer Jared Harriman and
coaching veterans Rogan Connell and
Tom Fournier.
With 17 first-year players replacing
11 graduates from last season, the out¬
look for 2009 appears to be exception¬
ally hopeful. Returning starters Matt
Knortz ’09 and Mike Nadler TO will
hold down the defense for the Bobcats,
assisting an all-underclassmen crew of
goaltenders green to the pressures of
NESCAC competition. The Bobcats will
also have a deep bench of returning

middies to rely on and will look to
upperclassmen attackers to step up to
the plate in the absence of last year’s
strong offensive graduates.
The team’s captains include Knortz
and fellow seniors Sean O’Brien, Na¬
than Kellogg and John Adams. De¬
spite being unable to fully participate
on the field this season due to a knee
injury, O’Brien is still extremely opti¬
mistic about the team’s capabilities,
foreseeing “a NESCAC Championship
and more” for the Bobcats. Such a feat
would be a marked turn-around from
the team’s tied-for-last-place-in-theconference finish in 2008.
The Bobcats will face a challenging
schedule, with games every Wednesday
and Saturday from now through the
end of April. Their first NESCAC game
comes this Saturday against Middle¬
bury - a tough debut against a confer¬
ence opponent who held the number
one seed in the NESCAC last year.

Women’s Hockey Makes
Early Playoff Exit
PAUL LOMBARDI
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, the Bates women’s
hockey team lost 8-1 to UVM in the
first round of the NEWCHL playoffs.
With the loss, Bates was eliminated
from the playoffs.
After Fairfield College forfeit¬
ed their spot in the tournament,
the third-seeded Bobcats faced off
against second-seeded UVM with
the winner advancing to the NEW¬
CHL Championship game against
top-ranked Northeastern University.
Sophomore Kathleen Boyland scored
for the Bobcats, but Bates was no
match for UVM’s fast-paced offen¬
sive attack which piled up 8 goals
in route to an 8-1 UVM win. UVM
went on to upset Northeastern 3-2 in
a shootout to win the tournament.
The Bobcats used the home
tournament as a charity fundrais-

ing opportunity for the Susan G.
Komen Breast Cancer Foundation.
Fans in attendance were encour¬
aged to donate to the foundation
and could also contribute by pur¬
chasing pink ribbons.
The addition of UVM and North¬
eastern into the league made for a
tougher season for the Bobcats, but
the team still finished with a 6-3-2
record in regular season play, going
an impressive 5-0-1 in the team’s last
6 games.
“We haye developed so much
as a team over the past four years,
from having losing records my fresh¬
man and sophomore years to going
to the National Tournament last sea¬
son,” said senior Captain Anne Muel¬
ler in an e-mail. “This year has been
great as we’ve really come together
on the ice and off. We also did a lot
of fundraising which should put the
team in a great spot for next year.”

the ballgame on the radio, watch¬
ing the Mariners1 on the tube and
sitting in the bleachers at Safeco.
After a nine-year hiatus, The Kid is
back. Roaming the outfield in front
of a Seattle skyline, hitting tower¬
ing homeruns with the game’s most
picturesque swing (we hope) and
charming us all like its 1997.
I watched Griffey’s press con¬
ference on ESPN the other day. My
heart swelled. Memories flooded
back. And I couldn’t help but think
how good he looked in a navy pull¬
over with that stupid Mariner com¬
pass on his hat.
Welcome home, Kid.

Women’s Lax
Demolishes
Sewanee, 20-9
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s lacrosse team pre¬
pares to jump-start the 2009 season
with a game at home this Wednesday
against Gordon, followed by a NES¬
CAC competition against conference
powerhouse Middlebury College on
Saturday. Head Coach Brett Allen
will be assisted this year by Christine
Bender and Lindsey Coit. The team’s
captains are seniors Lauren Kruck,
Caroline Thomas and Sarah Young.
The Bobcats graduated three
starters from last season, and with
ten first-years added to the roster, the
team stands 28 players deep, with
sophomore goaltender Mara Krueger
back in the cage.
With Coach Allen placing a dis¬
tinct emphasis in the preseason on
rigorous fitness training, the team
will certainly use their speed and en¬
durance to their advantage this week
against Gordon and Middlebury.
“The team’s excellent speed and
depth will definitely help us through
a lot of conference games and give us
the edge we need to come out on top
in such evenly matched competition,”
said Morgan Maciewicz ’10.
The team recently returned from
a preseason trip to Tennessee over
February break where they demol¬
ished Sewanee 20-9 in their season¬
opening game. The victory bodes
well for the upcoming season, high¬
lighting Thomas in the attack who
racked up 5 goals in the competition.
Fellow attacker Molly Dilworth ’10
boasted 3 goals of her own, while
Maciewicz, Briana Gross ’ll, Natalie
Perez ’ll and Molly Radis ’10 all tal¬
lied 2 goals apiece. First-year Jenna
Davis celebrated her first college
goal and assist.
Tuesday’s game will take place on
home turf at 5 p.m.

A Team on the Rise
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

Nordic-combined and ski jumping. The
only other countries to win one medal
in each discipline were perennial pow¬
erhouses Norway and Germany.
Longtime face of U.S. Nordic skiing
Kris Freeman posted a fourth-place fin¬
ish in the 15k classic race - only 1.3
seconds from a bronze medal. Recently
diagnosed with compartment syndrome
in his legs, Freeman doctored his train¬
ing and entirely eliminated skate skiing
from his regimen because of its stress
on the legs. Well-rested and always fo¬
cused, Freeman delivered his best race
since he came in fourth in the same
race at the 2003 World Championships
in Val di Fiemme, Italy.
As a Nordic ski racer, fan of the
sport and follower of our national ski
team, I was able to catch up with Liz
Stephen - a close friend of mine as
well as one of my former teammates,
high school crushes and one of the
best young talents the U.S. Ski Team
has ever seen. Stephen came to Liberec
with her only World Cup experience
coming two years ago in Davos, Swit¬
zerland and this past January’and Feb¬
ruary in Whistler, BC and Valdidentro,
Italy. Despite the lack of exposure on
the big stage, Stephen has gained valu¬
able experience at three Junior World
Championships and two Under-23
World Championship events.
Stephen was in the midst of her first
World Championships and our conver¬
sation came on the heels of her 15thplace finish in the 15k pursuit - a com¬
petition that involves both classic and
skate skiing with an equipment transfer
in the middle. As an inconsistent col¬
legiate skier with results ranging any¬
where from 10th to 52nd, a 15th-place
finish at World Championships from
one of my closest friends was enough
to send me into a state of utter elation.
In a frantic all-capitals e-mail that
contained too many expletives and ex¬
clamation points, I congratulated my
friend and passed my best wishes to the
rest of the team. Her response was ecstatic, but as always, humble.__

“You can be told all day by coaches
and others that you belong here, racing
amongst the best of the best, but until
I proved it to myself, I didn’t believe it,
and so it didn’t matter how many times
I heard it,” said Stephen. “The results are
simply icing on the cake. But the bonds
we have with each other, pushing my
teammates all summer, being picked up
over and over during the crashes and
burns, supporting one another in every
way, that is the cake that I ski for.”
Three days later, U.S. Ski Team
member Kikkan Randall brought home
the team’s first World Championship
medal since Bill Koch’s bronze in the
1982 World Championships in Oslo,
Norway. Randall outlasted everybody
except for Italy’s Arianna Folks as she
claimed a historic silver medal in the in¬
dividual sprint competition.
Thanks to my connection with Ste¬
phen, I was able to get in touch with
Randall via e-mail. “I started off the day
confident, knowing I was in great shape
and ready to have a good race,” said
Randall. “Warming up for the qualify¬
ing round, my legs were burning and
felt heavy. I just ignored the feeling and
when I got on course, I realized that
was just nerves and I felt great.”
Randall posted the seventh fast¬
est qualifying time before entering the
head-to-head heats with confidence
and full support from her teammates.
“I took the lead going up the first hill
and fought hard to stay in front. I was
still leading up the final hill when Follis
pulled beside me. I was able to hold
her off for a few meters before my legs
started to lock up and she pulled away,”
said Randall. “The silver medal is a great
reward for all the hard work and pa¬
tience that I’ve put in over the years,
and a little memento to keep me moti¬
vated for the future.”
Stephen was able to watch her friend
and teammate fight with the rest of the
competition and ultimately show every¬
body that the U.S. Ski Team belongs in
the same conversation with the world’s
best. “I have been able to be a part of a
World Championships that is the strongest the U.S. has ever had, watched Kik-

kan get on stage and receive her silver
medal and feel goose bumps of joy for
hours on end,” said Stephen.
U.S. Ski Team member and worldclass sprinter Andy Newell was a U.S.
medal hopeful but did not have his
best legs after qualifying second in the
preliminary round before ultimately
taking 12th. “It was a hard day of rac¬
ing and it was amazing to see Kikkan
put it all together on a big day and get
a medal. I’m hoping my time will come
soon,” said Newell. “It’s the start of a
new era for Nordic skiing. It feels great
to be part of this new movement and
to make history.”
The United States came to Liberec
with the confidence and talent to ski
with the best, but following a week
that saw six medals and a handful of
other standout performances, maybe
others will start looking at our nation¬
al ski team as one of the best. Aside
from Freeman’s fourth, Stephen’s 15th,
Randall’s silver and Newell’s 12th, the
U.S. Nordic squad saw two Nordic
combined gold medals from once-re¬
tired Todd Lodwick, one gold and one
bronze from Lake Placid sensation Billy
Demong, and a gold from ski jumping
phenom Lindsey Van.
We are no longer the team that
puts in thousands of training hours and
spends hundreds of thousands of dol¬
lars to score mediocre results. We can
be mentioned in the same breath as
Norway, Sweden, Germany and Finland
because we have proved our worth
among the world’s best skiers.
While I use the pronoun “we” like
I was there, crossing the finish line in
medal contention, I was not. I was sit¬
ting in my hotel room the morning be¬
fore our collegiate races watching the
live results and smiling every time I saw
Liz move past another skier and closer
to untouched territory for U.S. women’s
distance skiers.
While I might not get to see one of
these world class races up close anytime
soon, through e-mail and inconsistent
phone conversation, I can pretend that
I was there witnessing history alongside
my friend and former teammate. _
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Men’s Track Rewrites the Record Books
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s track and field Head Coach A1
Fereshetian has some editing to do. The
Bobcats made six changes to the pro¬
gram’s top-10 all-time best performance
list at the Open New England Champi¬
onships last weekend.
Held at Boston University, the meet
hosted athletes from all divisions. The
marks needed to qualify for the meet
demonstrate the caliber of its partici¬
pants. This makes the Championships a
challenging yet ultimately rewarding ex¬
perience for the Bates men who get the
opportunity to go and compete on BU’s
fast, banked track.
Tom Esponnette ran a personal best
4:14.65 in the mile - a time good enough
to place him on the list for Division III Na¬
tionals. In the sprints, first-year Mike Jiang
qualified for semifinals in the 55m dash in
a time of 6.64 seconds, placing him sev¬
enth on the all-time performance list.

The 4x800m quartet of senior CoCaptain Michael Watson, sophomore Joe
Musso, and first-years Troy Calandra and
Peter Corcoran ran a combined time of
7:54.91 - sixth on the list. With a time
of 2:32.71 in the 1,000m run, Watson
moved to 10th on the all-time perfor¬
mance list.
First-year pole-vaulter Sam Gold¬
stein moved up to the third spot on the
list with a top height of 14’9”. Lastly, the
distance medley relay (DMR) team of
Calandra, sophomore Ryan Quinn, Cor¬
coran and Esponnette ran a combined
time of 10:13, putting them at fifth on
the list. Calandra led off in the 1,200m
leg with a 3:12 split, followed by speed¬
ster Quinn, who split a blazing 48.5 in
the 400m leg.' Corcoran got the baton
next in the 800m leg and ran an impres¬
sive 1:56. Esponnette capped it all off
with a 4:16 effort in the mile. The team
was just seconds away from qualifying
for Nationals and will attempt to do so
next weekend.

Women Fifth in Slalom
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Senior Co-Captain Liz Thomp¬
son raced to an eighth-place finish,
her highest finish of the season, this
past Friday at the Colby Carnival.
The women’s alpine team managed
to earn some tough points after poor
conditions on the slopes delayed rac¬
ing on Saturday. The team then had to
compete on Sunday instead at a car¬
nival which also doubled as the East¬
ern Championships. Bates’ combined
alpine and Nordic ski teams placed
seventh out of 12 teams with a total
of 566 points. This put them ahead
of St. Lawrence (551) and behind Wil¬
liams (589).
Thompson finished with a time of
45.33 seconds, ahead of fellow CoCaptain Megan Papineau ‘09, who also
had a strong performance. Papineau
was 17th overall in the slalom event
with a time of 47.05. Not far behind
was senior Co-Captain Emily Sampson
in 20th place. All ladies have qualified
for the NCAA Championships in past

years. And although first-year Kristin
Waddle did not score any points, she
finished right behind Sampson in 21st
place and has garnered a spot for her
first trip to the NCAA Championship.
The women closed the day in fifth
place out of 10 teams with 79 points.
Once racing finally resumed on
Sunday, the team struggled in the gi¬
ant slalom. Eleven female racers did
not finish one of the two giant slalom
races, including Bates’ own Thomp¬
son, Waddle and Papineau. In fact,
only eight of the original 12 female
teams competed in the event. Despite
these discouraging events, the Bates
team managed to score some points
led by sophomore Michaela Holland
in 26th place out of 37 competi¬
tors. Behind Holland was Sampson
in 28th place, followed by first-year
Brit Hastings in 35th place. The Bates
women’s alpine ski team finished the
giant slalom in eighth place with 50
total points.
This was the last race before Bates
hosts the NCAA Championships at
Sunday River in Bethel, Maine.

Mahan and Katz End Impressive
Season at Individual Nationals
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Men’s squash players Kush Mahan
TO and Will Katz ’ll both ended their
runs as semifinalists in separate Molloy
Cup brackets at CSA Individual Nation¬
als. The tournament was held at Williams
College and was a weekend-long event.
On Friday, Mahan received a firstround bye after easily defeating Chris¬
tian Henze of Williams in three straight
games, 9-2, 9-0, 9-1. In the next round,
Mahan fell to Western Ontario’s Chris
Hanebury, 7-9, 9-4, 9-7, 4-9, 9-7. He
went on to beat Will Morris of Williams,
9-3, 7-9, 9-3, 9-3 in the quarterfinals of
the B Division Third Round Consolation
Bracket. In advancing to the semis, Ma¬
han faced his second defeat, this time

to Nick Sisodia of Dartmouth, 8-9, 3-9,
9-5, 10-8, 9-4. This ended Mahan’s im¬
pressive season. Sisodia went on to win
the bracket.
Like Mahan, Katz also won his
opening-round match in three straight
games over Balaji S,ridhar of MIT, 9-1,
9-3, 9-0. In his second match he fell to
Garbiel De Melo of Franklin and Mar¬
shall by a score of 4-9, 5-9, 9-3, 9-3,
9-0. There, Katz defeated Cameron
Henry of Williams, 9-2, 9-5, 9-4 in the
Second Round Consolation Bracket. In
the quarterfinals Katz pulled out a fivegame win over Charles Jarvis, 7-9, 5-9,
9-8, 9-1, 9-0. It was Naishadh Lalwani
of Yale who halted him from advanc¬
ing any further past the semifinals in
four games, 4-9, 9-4, 9-4, 10-9. Lalwani
also went on to win the bracket.

BOBCAT
OF THX WEEK

Natalie Riippert;

OFFICE OF COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
RELATIONS/COURTESY PHOTO

With a thirdplace finish in
Saturday’s 10k
classic mass start,
Ruppertsberger
became the first
Bates female to
qualify for NCAAs
since 2006. The
bronze was her
first trip to the
podium of her
career.

“This weekend was just overall ri¬
diculous,” said Watson.
Opens was certainly a high note to
the season, especially after a somewhat
disappointing turnout at Division III
New Englands the previous weekend.
There, the men finished 13th out of 24
teams. The last time the team finished
outside of the top 10 was in 1995.
Still, the team believes that their
performance at Division III was not
because of a lack of talent. In light of
the Bobcat’s performance at Opens, this
certainly seems to be true.
“This was the best we could do con¬
sidering all of the injuries we had for
last weekend,” said Watson.
While the team performed below
expectations overall, many individuals
turned in solid performances, contribut¬
ing to Bates’ 16 points.
Esponnette placed fifth in the mile in
a time of 4:22.91. Junior Doug Brecher
took eighth in the 3,000m run in a time
of 8:50.55. Jiang came in eighth in the

55m dash in a time of 6.67 seconds. The
4x800m relay team of Watson, Musso,
Esponette and Corcoran came in eighth
in a time of 8:12.58.
The DMR consisting of juniors Naoki
Kakuta and Griffin Stabler, sophomore
Brett Epler and Calandra came in sixth
in a time of 10:48.51. Epler was also fifth
in the pentathlon with a total of 3,285
points. Epler’s performance bested his
previous personal best by 100 points,
placing him at number three on Bates’
all-time performance list.
In the field events, senior Co-Cap¬
tain Jerome Bennett placed fifth in the
pole vault with a top height of 14’. Ju¬
nior thrower Mark Lui came in seventh
in the weight throw with a top heave
of 49’1”.
Next weekend the Bates men will
see if they can follow up this past week¬
end’s performances when they compete
in the ECAC Championships at Tufts
University. This is the last meet before
Division III Nationals.

Men’s Nordic Sends
Two Skiers to NCAAs
BETH TAYLOR
STAFF WRITER

While other teams jetted off to
Texas or Florida to train over February
break, the men’s Nordic team headed
to New Hampshire to compete in the
Dartmouth Winter Carnival. Broken
poles, crashes and high starting posi¬
tions made for a tough weekend for the
men’s team. Nevertheless, the Bobcats
came through with a solid fifth-place
finish on Friday and a seventh-place
finish on Saturday.
Friday’s 10k classic race saw senior
Sam Evans-Brown finish in 9th, fol¬
lowed by Captain Sylvan Ellefson in
15th and fellow senior Dylan Mogk in
25th. Rounding out the team were junior
Harry Poole in 30th, senior Tim Whiton
in 37th and senior Connor Cushman in
38th. Saturday’s 15k skate race was led
by Ellefson in 14th, followed by Mogk
in 24th and Evans-Brown in 27th. Not
far behind were Poole in 32nd, Cush¬
man in 4lst and Whiton in 48th. Bates
placed sixth overall, half a point be¬
hind Williams.
The next weekend the team made
the five-hour trek to Vermont for the
Middlebury Carnival. Friday’s race was
a 10k classic race in which the men
performed strongly, placing four skiers
in the top 25.
Saturday was a 5k skate relay. With
Captain Ellefson not feeling well, Bates
had only one full team. The third spot
on their second team was filled by a
skier from St. Michaels. The first team

of Poole, Evans-Brown and Mogk
placed seventh, while the second team
of Cushman, Whiton and the St. Mi¬
chael’s skiier finished 20th.
This weekend saw skiers arriving at
Sugarloaf for the Eastern NCAA Cham¬
pionships hosted by Colby College.
Though waxing conditions were tough
for the 10k classic race on Friday, the
men raced incredibly well. Ellefson led
the pack with a fifth-place finish. He
was followed by Poole in 10th - his
best carnival finish yet. Whiton finished
a season-best 15th. Cushman followed
with a strong 20th place despite a fall
in the last .5k. Evans-Brown and Mogk
finished in 28th and 42nd places re¬
spectively. Saturday’s race was a 20k
skate mass start hampered by narrow
trails and icy conditions. Yet again the
men performed strongly, with Ellefson
finishing fifth, Evans-Brown 14th and
Poole 28th.
The only downside to the weekend
for the men’s team was that for Whi¬
ton, Mogk, Ellefson and Evans-Brown
it was their last carnival, though Ellef¬
son and Evans-Brown both continue
on to NCAAs, hosted by Bates at Black
Mountain in Rumford.
“Our team is going to feel so empty
without all of our seniors next year,”
said first-year Dayna Stimson.
“The team is going to be so differ¬
ent without them,” agreed teammate
Sophie Leonard. “They have been
such an inspiration and really made
skiing at Bates a worthwhile and en¬
joyable experience.”

Men’s Basketball Makes Early
Exit after Loss to Williams
KATIE BASH
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

On Feb. 21, the men’s basketball
team lost to Williams College in the first
round of the NESCAC tournament. This
was the second time the Bobcats lost
to the Ephs this season, but this time
the Bobcats decreased their margin of
defeat from 15 to 9 points.
In the Williams game, the Bobcats
prevented the Ephs from building a
significant lead. With 1:56 left on the
clock, the Ephs led 76-70 when senior
Captain Ben Thayer drained a three,
putting Bates within three points. This
was the closest margin in the game
since the very beginning of the sec¬
ond half. It was definitely too close for
comfort for the Ephs who came out
of a timeout with 50 seconds on the
clock firing until the final buzzer. Final
score: 87-78.
Junior Co-Captain Chris Wilson led
the Bobcats in scoring, rebounds and

assists with 12 points, 6 rebounds and 4
assists. Thayer had 11 points and 6 as¬
sists, and junior Alex Gallant and senior
Co-Captain Scott Place each added 10
points of their own.
The Bobcats made it to the quar¬
terfinal game after a second-half surge
against Tufts on Feb. 14th propelled
them to the sixth seed in the confer¬
ence. Junior Jimmy O’Keefe led the
Bobcats in scoring with 16 points and
7 rebounds. Sophomore Nick Schmiemann added 11 points of his own. Firstyears Kyle Philbrook and John Squires
also contributed to the team’s victory.
Philbrook notched a career-high 7 as¬
sists, while Squires added 4 points, 7 re¬
bounds and 3 assists. The Bobcats won
77-65, finishing their regular season at
4-5 in conference play.
While an early exit from the play¬
offs was certainly a disappointing way
to end the season, the Bobcats fought
until the end. Thayer and Place are the
only graduating players.

Men’s Alpine
Ends Their
Season; No
Batesies to
Ski at NCAAs
JORIE OHLSON
STAFF WRITER

At the Dartmouth Carnival three
weeks ago, first-year Bump Heldman
finished first for Bates in both events.
Placing in 10th on both days, Held¬
man was a hopeful for a spot in the
upcoming NCAA National Champion¬
ships. This race series will be held by
Bates College at Sunday River from
March 13th through the 16th.
The men approached the Middle¬
bury Carnival two weekends ago
with NCAA spots in mind but had
tough luck. They had a hard day on
Friday in the slalom event with many
falls and a subsequent lack of fin¬
ishers. The giant slalom on Saturday
went smoother with a 20th-place fin¬
ish by Heldman, who was followed
by Alex Jones T2 in 28th and August
Felix ’ll in 34th, The men finished
ninth as a team.
This past weekend, the men had
their last opportunity to qualify for
NCAAs at the final regular season
carnival of the year held by Colby
College. Due to high winds, the sla¬
lom race on Friday was scored after
only one run as opposed to the usual
combination of two. The poor snow
conditions caused the course to de¬
teriorate rapidly, and the mountain
was forced to shut down the chair
lifts due to high winds. The men
were still able to take the 13th, 16th
and 26th positions, placing sixth as a
team. The giant slalom to be held on
Saturday had to be postponed to Sun¬
day, again due to strong winds. The
men had similar results on Saturday,
finishing in the 17th, 18th and 26th
positions and eighth as a team.
Unfortunately, none of the men
were able to qualify for NCAAs this
season. Several athletes were close
to qualifying but were bumped
out in the end. Although the fin¬
ish was disappointing, the team is
comprised solely of first-years and
sophomores, so they have at least
two more seasons to improve. The
men will finish out their season by
competing in a series of both na¬
tional and international races.

Women’s Hoops One And Done
ALI BLANKSTEEN
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

The women’s basketball team end¬
ed an impressive season on Feb. 21 at
home, in their first post-season competi¬
tion against Trinity College. The Bobcats
fell to the Bantams 76-71.
Senior Captain Val Beckwith fin¬
ished her Bates career a mere 8 points
shy of the Baths record for career points.
In regular season standings, Trinity held
the fifth-seed in the NESCAC, while
Bates claimed fourth with an overall
conference record of 5-4. The previous
week, the ladies fell in their regular-season final to Tufts, 62-51.
The quarterfinal match-up left both
teams fighting for the lead throughout
the competition. The Bobcats trailed
42-36 at the half but came out of the
break shooting the lights out. Bates
went on a 7-point run to bring the score
to 44-43 with 16:53 on the clock. The
Bantams immediately answered back
with a 9-2 run of their own, forcing
Bates to take a timeout with 13:12 to
play, trailing by 8 points. First-year An¬

nie Burns’ 3-pointer sparked an 11-3 run
for the Bobcats that brought the score to
a stalemate at 56 with just under nine
minutes left to play.
For the next eight minutes, both
teams fought for the advantage. A pair
of foul shots sunk by both Beckwith
and Kristen Finn ’12 gave Bates the
first lead of the game, with the score
standing at 67-66. Trinity soon an¬
swered back, regaining the lead. In the
final minute of play, the Bantams sunk
a set of foul shots of their own and
another 2-pointer, leaving the Bobcats
unable to respond to the 5-point defi¬
cit at the buzzer.
Beckwith tallied 17 points, 8 re¬
bounds and 3 blocked shots. Lauren
Yanofksy TO had 14 points, 8 boards
and 3 blocks. Burns ended up with 11
points and 9 rebounds, while Jessie
Igoe ’ll had 11 points and 6 boards.
In their Valentine’s Day competi¬
tion against Tufts the week prior, Bates
suffered yet another NESCAC defeat. In
the first half, both teams had shooting
percentages below 30, with the num¬
ber of turnovers doubling the number

of field goals. The rather underwhelm¬
ing opening half of play ended in a
23-17 lead for the Jumbos. The Bobcats
managed to get within 2 points of their
competitor after the break, but the
advancement was short-lived as Tufts
almost immediately responded with a
run of their own, claiming a 13-point
lead which helped the Jumbos sail to
their final 62-51 victory
Beckwith had 18 points and 11
boards for the double-double, while
Yanofsky followed suit with 17 points
of her own, shooting 6-of-12 from the
floor. Tufts out-rebounded Bates 48-37
for the afternoon.
“In the past, we have struggled with
close games that come down to the
wire; this year we kept our composure
and came out with more wins. With a
young, talented team, we will hopefully
come back next year with experience
that should help us through our sea¬
son,” said Yanofsky.
The team will certainly miss Beck¬
with’s dominating presence on the
court, but the outlook for next season
is promising.
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First Time for Everything

LINCOLN BENEDICT/THE BATES STUDENT

Sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberger skis to a career-best third-place finish in the 10k classic mass start over the weekend. It was the first time she reached the podium in her Bates career.
HARRY POOLE

ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Sparked by sophomore Natalie Ruppertsberger’s career-best third-place fin¬
ish at the Middlebury Winter Carnival,
the women’s Nordic ski team raced to a
season-high second-place finish out of
11 scoring teams over February break.
Ruppertsberger notched her first career
podium finish in the 10k classic mass
start, finishing third and besting her pre¬
vious career high of sixth place just one
week earlier.
In mass start competition, all racers
leave the start area following a single
gunshot. Ruppertsberger placed herself
among the leaders through the early por¬
tions of the race before moving her way
into the top four and out-sprinting UVM
first-year phenom Caitlin Patterson.
“It is an amazing feeling to be on
the podium,” said Ruppertsberger. “But

USA!
USA!
HARRY POOLE

ASSISTANT SPORTS
EDITOR

There is about to be
a huge party in Liberec, Czech Repub¬
lic, and I want to go. Badly. If anyone
has a few hundred spare dollars lying
around, let’s arrange a time to book a
plane ticket because it is going to be a
lot more fun than writing your thesis or
studying for your astronomy test.
What is it about Liberec in March
’09 that separates the city from previ¬
ous years? Well, the short answer is that
they just finished hosting the 2009 FIS
Nordic World Ski Championships. The
long answer? 'The United States finished
fourth in the overall medal count with
six medals in 20 possible events - our
best World Championships ever.
Since the championships began
in 1925 for men and 1954 for women,
the United States had accumulated an
embarrassing total of three medals be¬
fore this season. The six medals won
by United States athletes tripled their
previous total and moved them into
16th overall. The six medals included
four golds, one silver and one bronze
as well as at least one in each of the
three disciplines: cross-country skiing,
See A TEAM, page 10

it was the second place team finish that
was the highlight.”
First-year Caitlin Curran and junior
Co-Captain Abby Samuelson worked to¬
gether through much of the 10k course
and moved up from horrendous starting
positions to finish 13th and 14th - career
highs for both.
“I just love Middlebury,” said Samuel¬
son. “There is something in the air here
because last year our women had a great
day as well.”
According to Head Coach Becky
Woods, the second-place finish at the
Middlebury Carnival made Bates Nordic
history as no women’s team had ever fin¬
ished higher than third.
After Friday’s success, the women
refocused for Saturday’s 3x5k freestyle
relay. Curran led off for the women and
skied a strong first leg as she tagged off
in a pack of skiers in ninth place. Rup¬
pertsberger continued her stellar skiing as

she picked up two places and tagged off
to first-year Beth Taylor in seventh place.
Taylor held on to seventh throughout her
leg before entering the finish arpa in a
three-way sprint. Taylor lost by a boot
length to Williams’ third-leg skier Kirsten
Johnson but was able to hold off St. Law¬
rence University’s Caroline Carpenter and
settle for a respectable eighth place.
This past weekend, the Bobcats trav¬
eled to Sugarloaf for the Colby Carnival
and Eastern Intercollegiate Ski Associa¬
tion Regional Championships. Unfortu¬
nate weather, tricky waxing conditions
and narrow trails made for a difficult
weekend, but the women fought hard
and finished the regular season with
some highlight performances.
In Friday’s 5k classic race, Samuelson
continued her string of successful perfor¬
mances with a 17th-place finish.
“I have been feeling great over the
last couple of weeks, but the waxing was

so tricky today,” said Samuelson. “It is too
bad we couldn’t have replicated our per¬
formance at Middlebury.”
Ruppertsberger and Taylor rounded
out the scorers for the Bobcats in 23rd
and 26th respectively.
While the women finished seventh
on Friday, they were a mere six points
out of fifth place. Despite the frustration
with Friday’s race, the women shifted
their energy towards Saturday’s regular
season finale: a long, hard 15k mass start
freestyle race.
Rupperstberger paced the women
with a 23rd-place finish - only six sec¬
onds out of the top-20.
“I was 23rd again on Saturday, which
was a disappointment,” said Rupperts¬
berger. “Unfortunately the number 23 in
Nordic skiing isn’t like having Michael
Jordan’s number 23 in basketball.”
Ruppertsberger was followed by
sophomore Megan McClelland and Tay¬

lor in 26th and 29th respectively. The
women finished eighth on the day - their
lowest finish of the year.
The frustrating finish was overshad¬
owed by a season filled with many suc¬
cesses including personal bests, school
history and the first female NCAA quali¬
fier since 2006.
“We didn’t .end the way we wanted
to, but that doesn’t take anything away
from what we accomplished this year,”
said Samuelson.
Wednesday to Saturday of next week,
Bates will host the NCAA Championships
at Sunday River in Newry, ME and Black
Mountain in Rumford, ME. Ruppertsberg¬
er will take the week to rest, train and
prepare for her first trip to the big stage
of collegiate skiing.
“I have accomplished many of my
goals this year, but strong performances
at NCAAs will be icing on the cake,”
said Ruppertsberger.

The Kid Comes Home

m

MAC KING

MANAGING SPORTS
EDITOR

Ken Griffey Jr. never
looked right in Cincin¬
nati red. And for me, the
population of the Pacific Northwest and
every other male of my generation for
whom Griffey was their favorite player,
baseball didn’t feel right with Junior as
a Cincinnati Red.
Before I continue, I want to warn
my dwindling population of readers
that this may seem a nostalgic ode to
Seattle sports. Worse still, this column

may appear a wistful tribute to my own
vanishing childhood, loss of innocence
and Glory Days (I once had three tri¬
ples in a game in Little League and I will
never let you forget it). In this case, I
fear that many of your suppositions will
be accurate.
Ken Griffey Jr. is a Mariner. No, not a
navigator of the high seas, but a Seattle
Mariner. No, not a salty scallywag hailing
from Seattle, but a member of Major League
Baseball’s the Seattle Mariners. Again.
For the first time since the summer
of 1999, Ken Griffey Jr. will be wearing
Mariner blues come early April.
I don’t care if he bats .250 with 9
homeruns, 25 RBIs and 1 stolen base
in only 300 at bats this season. In fact,

I hope he gets hurt. That’s what base¬
ball players are supposed to do when
they get older: get worse and get in¬
jured'(Roger Clemens take note).
You think Griffey is on the juice?
You can pack your trunks. I hear
Colby is accepting applications from
the mentally impaired.
This is the greatest thing to happen
to the game of baseball in a long time
and the greatest thing to happen in Se¬
attle in longer still. It also couldn’t come
at a better time.
The DOW is below 7,000 points
with its eye on six Gs. Alex Rodri¬
guez - baseball’s golden boy - ad¬
mitted to taking steroids. The Federal
Government nationalized 36 percent

of Citigroup. Bates’ Chase Hall Com¬
mittee will use their $100,000 dollar
budget to bring Braddigan to Bates.
Unemployment rates continue to
rise. I don’t think I have ever looked
so pale in my life, and it is snowing
in Maine.
Somewhere, Ronald Reagan just
rolled over in his grave.
As 18-, 19- and 20-something yearolds, we are all lost in the world. College is
a game we are playing with house money.
The answers to where we will end up,
with whom we will end up and why we
will end up there are as elusive to us as the
female orgasm (it really is a myth).
See GRIFFEY JUNIOR, page 10

Men’s Hockey Repeats as Champs
PAUL LOMBARDI

STAFF WRITER

On Feb. 22, the men’s hockey team
shut out Keene State 3-0 to capture
the NECHA Cup for the second year
in a row. The Bobcats beat Lyndon
State and the U.S. Coast Guard Acad¬
emy in their first two playoff games
before winning over Keene State in
the championship game.
After winning Bates’ first-ever hock¬
ey championship last season, the men’s
team entered the season with high ex¬
pectations. The team responded to the
pressure by going 13-3-1 in the regular
season and 12-1 in league play, winning
the NECHA League Championship for

the fourth straight season. Though this
was important to the team, repeating as
NECFIA Cup champions was the team’s
main goal.
The playoffs began on Feb. 18 when
the Bobcats faced off against Lyndon
State in the NECHA quarterfinals game.
Bates struggled early on, falling behind
2-0 after the first period. The team bat¬
tled back early in the second period, get¬
ting goals from seniors Sam Kaplan and
Jeremy Rogalski to tie the score at 2-2.
Junior Billy Kenny also scored for the
Bobcats in the second period, but Bates
trailed 4-3 entering the final period.
Just under five minutes into the third
period, sophomore Miles Davee scored
a power play goal to tie the score at 4-4.

The teams remained tied for the final 15
minutes of play and went into sudden
death overtime.
With the season on the line, firstyear Mike Massare delivered, scoring
1:45 into the extra period to give the
Bobcats a 5-4 OT victory and push them
into the semifinals.
After a closer than expected quar¬
terfinal game, Bates headed to Nashua,
New Hampshire for the semifinal game
against the U.S. Coast Guard Academy
(USCGA). Bates cruised to a 4-1 victory
over USCGA.
In the championship game, senior
goalie Ryan Rollo made 29 saves for the
Bobcats as they shut out Keene State
3-0. The game was a tight one through

two periods with the Bobcats leading
just 1-0 at the end of the second period
on a goal from Miles Davee.
First-year Cam Chaput and junior
Wes Chaput both scored shorthanded
goals in the third period to lead Bates to
the win. It was fitting that Wes Chaput,
unarguably the Bobcats’ most valuable
player in the regular season, played a
part in all three Bates goals, picking up
2 assists and the shorthanded tally.
“[I] could not have picked a better
way for the seniors on the team to fin¬
ish their hockey careers,” said Kaplan.
“It was different than last year but just
as sweet. Credit to Rollo on the shutout
and a huge team effort. It is nice going
out on top.”_

