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Track smashes four records
at state championship

Red velvet cupcakes set the

Why is education important?

Valentine’s Day mood

Scott Long critiques the
backlash against higher
education

David Pless '13 rewrites shot and
weight throw records, James
LePage '13 breaks 400 meter and
leads 4 x 800 relay team

Lydia O'Brien '15 shares the
inside scoop on this soughtafter treat
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Outing Club
strives for
backcountry
safety

The search
for the perfect
internship
KATIE SGARRO
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

GRACE PEZZELLA
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

If you have ever been to an Outing
Club meeting, chances are you heard
someone make a joke about purchas¬
ing avalanche beacons. For almost a
year, the club argued over the merits
of providing backcountry safety equip¬
ment. Would people use it? Who should
be able to use it? Is the price of rent¬
ing higher than the price of buying?
The debate was intense, polarizing, and
lengthy. But an increased interest in
backcountry trips drew a clear bottom
line; it is irresponsible to send anyone
into the wild without the proper safety
equipment.
With that in mind, the Outing
Club authorized $ 1,500 to be spent on
four Backcountry Access Tracker bea¬
cons, four shovels and probes, a “split
kit” for the purpose of creating a splitboard so snowboarders can reap the
benefits of backcountry touring, and a
pair of backcountry skis.
So what is an avalanche beacon
and why is it important? Essentially, it
is a piece of equipment that transmits
a radio signal and can also be set to “re¬
ceive” mode to pick up transmissions
from others wearing the device. In many
backcountry areas beacons are required
and they are a standard piece of many
adventurers’ kits. Shovels and probes
come in handy for rescuing friends in
the unfortunate case of a disaster.
Especially in recent winters, our
part of the country isn’t readily associ¬
ated with the types of snow conditions
that cause avalanches. However, Mount
Washington in New Hampshire, a pop¬
ular center for backcountry activities,
is no stranger to winter deaths and in¬
juries. Earlier in January, an avalanche
triggered in Huntington Ravine injured
several ice climbers, and the Snow Rang¬
ers at the Mount Washington Avalanche
Center have issued several reports of
high and considerable danger over the
past month.
But owning the proper equipment
is only half the battle. Heading out into
the backcountry without knowledge of
the area and rescue training is a risky en¬
deavor. That is why four Bates students
took a Level 1 avalanche safety course
this past weekend. Offered by the Inter¬
national Mountain Climbing School in
North Conway, NH, the course covers
the need-to-knows about safety in ava¬
lanche terrain and how to be responsible
See BOC, PAGE 5

See Page 12

to Reynolds.
But a focus on the wonkier ins and
outs of the previous election (or lack
thereof) misses the heart of the debate.
The real question is whether elections
would make the treasurer more account¬
able to the Bates community. According
to Furlow, open elections would do little
to hold the treasurer more accountable.
For starters, Furlow argued that it would
be hard to distribute information about
the budget meetings to students to help
them make informed decisions. In ad¬
dition, Furlow argued that the treasurer
and budget committee are already held
accountable in several ways. Within
the committee itself, all proposals are
passed by a simple majority vote. The
treasurer, like each committee member,
has just one vote. In addition, the R.A.
also checks the treasurer’s power in sev¬
eral ways. For example, the R.A. must
approve the annual budget from the
budget committee, the R.A. must ratify
new members, and it can even impeach
the sitting treasurer with a three-fourths
majority vote.
Moreover, both Furlow and Reyn¬
olds stressed that the treasurer is a bu¬
reaucratic position meant to serve as a

Right now many Batesies are ex¬
tremely busy, and not from midterms.
Rather, students are preoccupied with
finalizing their summer plans. For
college students, February marks the
height of the summer internship search
process. Students pour over ads in pur¬
suit of an internship that could lead to
a job offer or shed light on a possibly
career option. So how do you secure the
right internship for you?
First, the Bates Career Development
Center (BCDC) is a pivotal resource
for students looking for internships or
jobs. From September 1st to Novem¬
ber 30th the BCDC saw 520 students
in appointments and had 781 students
attend workshops and information ses¬
sions. Taking advantage of the BCDC
will not only make your search more
successful, but it will also make your
search far more enjoyable.
For instance, the Career Develop¬
ment Fellows Program is one of the
BCDC’s many career and internship
resources. This program primarily offers
students peer review on internship and
job application materials.
“Career Development Fellows are
best for quick resume and cover letter
reviews or other quick questions on Jobcat navigation or setting up a Linkedln
profile,” said David McDonough, new
director of the BCDC.
The Fellows are dedicated to help¬
ing their peers navigate the often frus¬
trating process of securing an internship
or job.
“I decided to become a Career De¬
velopment Fellow my junior year after
spending a summer in New York City
working for a Think Tank Policy orga¬
nization called the Roosevelt Institute
Campus Network. Before I got that in¬
ternship, I was already helping my peers
look for internships and jobs that they
might be interested in for the summer.
Once there was an opportunity to do a
much larger outreach at Bates I took it!”
said senior Raina Jacques, one of this
year’s seven Career Development Fel¬
lows.
Students interested in consulting
with a Fellow should take advantage of
walk-in hours. The Fellows have walkin hours Monday through Friday from
1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in the BCDC and
Wednesdays from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. in
the library outside of the Peer Writing
Center. Jacques also welcomes walk-ins
on Thursdays, upstairs in the Office of
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In the meantime, stay healthy by
washing your hands, covering your
mouth when coughing, not sharing
food in Commons, and resting if you

are experiencing symptoms. Next year
consider getting the flu shot — it is as
easy as visiting the Health Center dur¬
ing their flu shot clinics.

Student government treasurer
appointed, not elected
SAM LEARNER
STAFF WRITER

Last week Batesies elected several of
their classmates to positions in student
government. Alyssa Morgosh was elect¬
ed VP of Student Committees, Paul
Fourgous VP of Student Clubs, and
Brad Reynolds Student Body President.
One position, however, was conspicu¬
ously absent from the list of elected po¬
sitions—BCSG treasurer.
There has been a great deal of con¬
troversy over how the position of trea¬
surer should be selected. To get the full
picture, a little context is a must. Prior
to 2007, the student body president
appointed the treasurer direcdy, pend¬
ing a simple majority confirmation in
the R.A., or Representative Assembly.
But in 2007, then-President Bill Jack
and the BCSG—under the duress of an
embezzlement scandal—amended the
constitution to make for an “executive
council” appointment system. Under
this system, the executive council, con¬
sisting of the president, two vice-presi¬
dents, secretary, treasurer, parliamentar¬
ian, and the chairs of the four advisory
committees, appointed a treasurer by
a simple majority vote, which would
then be again confirmed in the R.A. by

another majority vote, just like in the
old system. In essence, President Jack’s
amendment just shifted the initial trea¬
sury appointment from the president to
a larger committee.
Yet for the past two election cy¬
cles, the position of treasurer has been
voted on in the general election rather
than appointed according to former
President Jack’s procedure, which is still
technically the law. According to sitting
Treasurer Matt Furlow and newly elect¬
ed President Reynolds, the previous two
administrations held open elections in
defiance of the constitution after an old
piece of failed R.A. legislation calling
for the open election of treasurer failed
to become law but was somehow incor¬
porated into BCSG procedure as if it
had been passed. According to Michelle
Pham, a member of the President’s
and Trustees Advisory committees, the
legislation calling for direct elections
actually had passed by the required
three-fourths vote, and was therefore
constitutional. To be sure, the details of
this legislation remain murky, and both
sides claim they can prove their position
with evidence. Yet uncertainty over past
records abounds. The reason for the un¬
certainty? “Bad record-keeping” under
the previous administration, according

The influenza epidemic hits Bates
KATIE SGARRO
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

Feeling sick? You are not alone.
Many Bates students are fighting the
flu this winter. The sound of cough¬
ing echoes throughout campus and a
multitude of professors can be heard
commenting on the large amount of
flu-related Dean’s Excuses flooding their
inboxes.
Flu outbreaks are far from unusual
on college campuses. Close-living con¬
ditions and the frequency of shared din¬
ing ware are only two of a plethora of
factors contributing to the spread of flu
throughout residential college commu¬
nities.
“Flu can be challenging on college
campuses because students travel to
campus from different areas where there
may be different flu strains prevalent
and because students are living close to¬
gether where it is easy to spread the flu
to one another through coughing and
sneezing or touching things contami¬
nated with the flu virus,” said Cindy

Visbaras, Assistant Director and Health
Educator of the Health Center.
This year, the early onset of flu con¬
tributed to its influence. This phenom¬
enon extends far past the Bates bubble.
“This year has been a particularly
bad year for the flu because Maine and
the rest of the nation reported wide¬
spread flu outbreaks early in the flu sea¬
son,” said Visbaras.
In an attempt to minimize out¬
break, the Health Center hosted two
flu shot clinics in October and January.
Through these clinics, approximately
300 Bates students received flu shots.
The shot equips recipients with immu¬
nity two weeks after it is given and lasts
through the duration of the flu season.
“Although the CDC [The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention]
says this year’s flu shot is 62% effective
in preventing the flu, people who have
had the vaccine and end up getting ill
will probably have a milder case due to
the increased immunity from the vac¬
cine. Since the flu strains change each
year, it is necessary to get a new flu shot
each fall,” noted Visbaras.

Despite the Health Center’s best ef¬
forts, the flu has still made itself known
on Bates’ campus. So far this semester,
the Health Center has seen 130 stu¬
dents with the flu. However, the flu
seems to be tapering off - at least in the
Bates community.
“The number of students ill with
the flu peaked in mid-January and we
are now noticing a significant decline in
the number of new cases of flu. We have
seen some complications occur from the
flu such as bronchitis and sinusitis but
no one has required hospitalization as
a result of flu related illness,” said Vis¬
baras.
Therefore, while this year marked
an especially bad flu outbreak for Bates
the worst seems to be behind us. To
make sure the flu continues to decline
throughout the community, students are
encouraged to visit the Health Center’s
website: httpii/waiadjates^du/Jieakh/.
h£alih.-infnr.mationZayQiding-seasonaL.
flu/. The Health Center’s website offers
information on prevention, symptoms,
watching out for friends, and when to
seek medical attention for the flu.
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Why I love school and love education too
SCOTT LONG
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

This past December the English
poet-rapper Suli Breaks released a vid¬
eo titled “Why I hate school but love
education.” Since it aired not long ago,
the video has received over two million
hits and has certainly inspired many
frustrated students with regards to the
intense education debate going on in
the U.S., a debate which sadly leaves
out the voice of those who are still pur¬
suing their education. Breaks’s video is
the response of a frustrated generation
of students to an unfortunate state of
things: an expensive undergraduate de¬
gree does not insure employment after
college, and seemingly only a postgrad¬
uate degree will be necessary to make
the undergraduate one worth the time
£nd fortune.
[
Breaks’ video is in the same style
as the much bigger YouTube phenom¬
enon, “Why I hate religion but love
Jesus.” A young man decries the appar¬
ently corrupt and backwards institution
of religion that suppresses and chokes
off the brave message of Christ, in the
same way that the outdated institution
J>f “school” stamps out the ideal of edu¬
cation.
Though few doubt the message that
colleges and universities are following
an outdated model that cannot be sus¬
tained except with generous donations
and charging vast tuition rates, Breaks’
video is itself evidence of the everlasting
necessity of school. As we will examine
further, it’s important that we not throw
out the baby with the bath water, as
Breaks thinks we should do.
The poem/rap lists individuals like
Bill Gates, Steve Jobs, Richard Branson,
Oprah Winfrey, and Mark Zuckerberg
as individuals who attained success but
never graduated from a higher learning
institution, listing the net worth of each

person. As Breaks rightly points out,
money is “only the means by which we
measure worldly success,” which leads
him to the point that we do not need
school to work for charity either. There
you have your two options: you are do¬
ing it for the money or you are working
for charity. Breaks has ruled out the pos¬
sibility that someone could work in the
private sector and benefit society.
The video goes on, “But are you
aware that examiners have a check¬
list? And if your answer is something
outside of the box, the automatic re¬
sponse is a cross, and then they claim
that school expands your horizons and
your visions.” Breaks is not wrong in
suggesting that teachers can often be
unfair, treating questions which could
have many answers as having one spe¬
cific one, trying to turn opinion into
fact. However school does necessarily
include a lot of absorbing of theories,
events and formulas, and it is important
to recognize that when a professor says
“no” it’s often in service of a far greater
“yes.” A good teacher will correct a stu¬
dent dozens if not hundreds of times.
This is not to discourage him/her or
crush their imagination, but to aid their
mastery of the subject.
The video includes a quote from
the Bible, Proverbs 17:16, “It does not
a fool no good to spend money on an
education, because he has no common
sense.” Suli Breaks follows this up with
“George Bush, need I say more?” Yes
Suli! You need say more because that’s
what we do in school; we back up our
claims and arguments with truth. Here
we see the contradiction in the video:
we can fairly protest a school that treats
opinions as facts, something which our
own Bates has been guilty of at times,
but we cannot fall into the same pat¬
tern ourselves because we were asleep
when our teachers asked that we defend
our opinions with the knowledge we
gained, you guessed it, in school.

Perhaps the highlight of the video
is when the poet recounts a memorable
moment when he watched David Beck¬
ham kick a ball into a goal over a great
distance. “I watched as the goal keeper
froze, as if reciting to himself the laws of
physics, as if his brain was negotiating
with his eyes,” and “then reacting only
a fraction of a millisecond too late.” Are
we really going to blame knowledge of
the laws of physics for the missed block?
Could it actually be a bad thing to know
science because it does not fit the func¬
tions of our job? Yes, being a great ath¬
lete is another way to be educated, but
claiming that having to know the laws
of physics is oppressive is another way
to be idiotic.
One thing I learned in school is that
“education” comes from the Latin “educere” which literally means to “lead out.”
The question then is who does the lead¬
ing? If we don’t need the chore of school
to receive the good of education, then
are we as students really capable of lead¬
ing ourselves out of ignorance and into
intellect? School is and always should be
the meeting point of the learned and the
learning, and only from this meeting is
education then produced.
I have heard many propose that
things like literature, history, languages,
philosophy, and liberal arts in general
are things that you can learn at home on
the Internet or in a book (we can only
hope it’s a book). However, without
wise teachers who can guide us toward
the right books and websites, our learn¬
ing will not reflect mastery but our own
uneducated desires for cheap, noisy, and
ill-informed material that can hold our
shrinking attention spans (like YouTube
videos, for example). As students, we
need extraordinary individuals who can
not only place great demands on our in¬
tellects, but also fill us with the desire to
meet those demands. Those individuals
tend to be found in schools.

What hard alcohol ban?
SCOTT OLEHNIK
CO-MANAGING FORUM EDITOR

Coming off of another weekend
here at Bates College, it is probably
safe to assume that many people have
been abundantly acquainted with the
College’s alcohol policy. Ask anyone
who regularly imbibes and they will
undoubtedly tell you that Bates has a
lax policy, especially when compared to
the rest of the colleges and universities
in the state. The alcohol policy, many
will tell you, is meant to keep you safe,
but not to punish you for what is often
considered pedestrian behavior.
The 2012-2013 Policies for Student
Conduct and Safety details the Drug
and Alcohol policy—on the first page,
so as not to waste any time—in no un¬
certain terms. “Bates College observes
all laws governing the use of alcohol...
and does not condone violation of these
laws,” the policy begins. One will note
the glaring absence of the word “pro¬
hibit.” In fact, the policy only prohibits
the consumption of alcohol under the
pretenses of Maine law, but merely en¬
courages students to observe the law.
Conversely, Bowdoin College,
which has a drug and alcohol policy
that extends several pages past Bates’
paltry few hundred words, wastes no
time in stating that, “Bowdoin prohibits
the unlawful possession, use, or distri¬
bution of.. .alcohol by students.”
Now, this should come as no sur¬
prise to anyone. Bates’ policies are de¬
cidedly cautionary, allowing students,
congruent with most other aspects of

the Bates culture, to make their own de¬
cisions and reap the rewards, or suffer
the consequences, as the case may be.
Most students seem to accept and even
relish this fact.
One senior, who spoke anony¬
mously, suggested that the alcohol
policy keeps students on campus, in a
safer environment for their drinking.
Specifically, he said, where the heavyhanded policies of other colleges and
universities create an exodus off cam¬
pus where binge drinking is the norm,
Bates encourages the more responsible
consumption of alcohol by informed
individuals in a regulated environment.
There is one expressly forbidden as¬
pect of the alcohol culture in the Bates
policy, and that refers specifically to
what is known as hard liquor. “Bates has
initiated a campus-wide ban on hard
liquor,” finishes the short commentary
on alcohol. This is where the connection
between policy and practice becomes
interesting.
Although the college prohibits the
consumption of what it calls “hard
liquor,”—a term left woefully unde¬
fined—anyone out on a Friday or Satur¬
day night will find an ample amount of
both liquor and beer at almost any gath¬
ering. Is either being abused? I would
argue that in most cases the answer is
that they are being consumed in a fairly
responsible fashion. Are there those
who take things too far? Yes, there al¬
ways are, but for the most part students
seem to understand the risks that they
are taking, and adequately adjust their
own practices.
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The data, or what little is available,
seems to suggest that Bates students are
at least a little more responsible with
their drinking. In 2011, the most recent
year for which statistics are available, the
Clery Public Crime statistics show that
there were only 46 on-campus liquor
law violations referred for disciplinary
action, and about seven more which oc¬
curred off-campus. For Bowdoin Col¬
lege, however, there were a total of 149
liquor law violations referred for disci¬
plinary action, according to the Clery
statistics. Coupled with the harsher al¬
cohol policy, it seems that Bowdoin re¬
fers approximately three times as many
students as Bates has for the past three
years.
Now, what does this all mean? Am
I trying to put Bowdoin down? No, not
at all. Rather, I’m trying to illustrate
in a concise way that a harsher policy
towards alcohol does not necessarily
equate with a lesser consumption of al¬
cohol; in fact, the statistics seem to sug¬
gest that the trend might be the oppo¬
site. My analysis of the statistics is fairly
basic, but the global trends are most
probably valid.
What are we to make of all this,
though? Alcohol and college are two
things that are intrinsically intertwined
in the American psyche, but the respon¬
sible use of alcohol is something that
must be learned, often through trialand-error. The Bates College alcohol
policy, rather than just prohibiting al¬
cohol outright, fosters an environment
where students are able to make their
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CONTRIBUTING WRITER

"What started as my own angry out¬
burst at a personal affront on the street
evolved into a set of responses to injustice
that suggest that girls are not as powerless
as they’re taught they are and that indi¬
viduals and society have the ability to
change.
Jewelle Gomez
This past week, the author of The
Gilda Stories, a novel portraying a black,
lesbian, vampire protagonist, came
to Bates to share her novel and her
knowledge of the feminism and creative
writing. The English department, the
Women & Gender Studies department,
the Learning Associates Program, and
the Division of the Humanities spon¬
sored the author, Jewelle Gomez.
Gomez is a lesbian feminist activ¬
ist who began her activist career in the
1960s in Boston. She is an author,
playwright, poet, and critic; she has
published a number of short stories and
poetry that appeared in Dark Matter:
A Century of African American Specula¬
tive Fiction, was on the founding board
of GLAAD (Gay and Lesbian Alliance
Against Defamation), and most recent¬
ly, coauthored a play on James Baldwin
titled, “Waiting for Giovanni” that pre¬
miered in 2011. Gomez currently re¬
sides in California where she promotes
LGBT rights, and fights for marriage
equality.
Gomez is without a doubt, a cul¬
tured and intellectual woman. Having
read her book, I found myself under¬
standing her political stances and her
dreams for a future in which sexism and
anti-gay sentiments do not exist.
The birth of The Gilda Stories began
after two men harassed Gomez as she
was standing in a phone booth in New
York City.
“They didn’t see that their idea of
fun was humiliating and dehumanizing
to women in general and to me in par¬
ticular. And they certainly had no idea
that centuries of such casual objectifica¬
tion had a debilitating affect on human
relations,” Gomez stated.
Gomez explained how The Gilda
Stories developed: “What started as my
own angry outburst at a personal af¬
front on the street evolved into a set
of responses to injustice that suggest
that girls are not as powerless as they’re
taught they are and that individuals and
society have the ability to change.”
Before reading, and having not
heard of the reasons for which Gomez
wrote The Gilda Stories, I found my¬
self questioning the idea of reading a
vampire book. I did not like Twilight,
I don’t care for True Blood, and Bujjy
the Vampire Slayer was the last show I
wanted to see as a child.
Gomez came to a number of classes
here at Bates, in which the question,
“Why vampires?” was asked of her of¬
ten. Gomez claimed to write vampire
fiction for two reasons: the first, because

Gomez adores vampire fiction; the sec¬
ond, because genre writing is a great
way to introduce controversial topics
to her readers (often vampire enthusi¬
asts) in a way that is not controversial
or didactic. Gomez added, “Everything
I write is political, it’s my job to make it
interesting.”
Still skeptical? Let me add that Go¬
mez avoided the typical vampire story.
The Gilda Stories begin in 1850 Louisi¬
ana with Gilda, a slave child who runs
away from a plantation. Nearly caught
and brought back to slavery, Gilda is
saved by two women who run a brothel,
who just happen to be vampires. This
brothel is not the typical whore-house,
but instead is a woman’s haven, the only
place, historically, where women could
define themselves independent both
economically and socially. Curious yet?
The reader reads about Gilda as she
travels through time. In 1850 Gilda is
in Louisiana; in 1890, Yerba Buena; in
1921, Rosebud, Missouri; in 1955, the
South End, Boston; in 1971 and 1981,
New York City; in 2020, Hampton
Falls, New Hampshire; and in finally, in
2050, she travels from the Midwest to
Peru. Throughout these decades, she ex¬
periences societies in which racism and
sexism are rampant, as well as societies
in which race and sex are inconsequen¬
tial factors of life.
The concept of a black lesbian for¬
mer slave vampire, who traveled through
time, was for me, first, bizarre; and sec¬
ond, fascinating. Reading, I fell back
into time and saw how a black woman
experienced social events in the highly
racialized city of New Orleans, and later
her experience living in the black neigh¬
borhood in South End, Boston in 1955.
Sure, she was a vampire, but she also
surrounded herself with humans, and
Gomez was skillful in bringing history
to her historical fiction, vampire story.
I’m not saying I loved the book—it
has its flaws and as I have said earlier,
I don’t particularly care for vampire fic¬
tion. While I am not passionate about
Gomez’s writing, I think it is worth¬
while to read a chapter (any chapter) of
The Gilda Stories for the ideas and ques¬
tions her story poses on the topics of
sexism and racism.
Gomez believes that fiction is one
such way for people to understand each
other over racial and gender divides.
So when Gomez offered her tale of a
young black lesbian vampire, it’s a way
for people to understand people who
have similar lives to Gilda, as well as
their history. You may have to ignore
the fact she is a vampire and can live for
centuries.
Ultimately, I liked the book. I prob¬
ably would have put the book down
after chapter one if I read it simply for
pleasure. However, I became fascinated
with the ideas behind The Gilda Stories
and the acknowledgement that sexism
and racism still exist today, even if we
would rather not admit it.
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Boy Scouts’ new LGBT
policy masquerades
as inclusive
The Boy Scouts of America, one of
the largest youth organizations in the
country, has finally made the step of
changing its discriminatory member¬
ship policy. Since its founding in 1910,
the Boy Scouts have refused entry to
anyone who identifies as LGBT.
In 2010, the scouts started a review
of its membership policy. The discrimi¬
nation is derived from the phrase in
the scout code that says scouts must be
“morally straight”. Earlier this year, the
scouts issued a statement saying their re¬
view was complete and the current dis¬
criminatory policy would stay in place.
This decision was met with wide¬
spread commendation from current and
former scouts along with corporate in¬
terests. Intel, UPS, and Merck all with¬
drew funding from the Boy Scouts until
their membership policies are changed.
Perhaps the lack of corporate fund¬
ing spurred the scouts to finally act on
its archaic membership policies.
Scout leaders, often parents or com¬
munity volunteers, are also not allowed
to identify as LGBT.
The policy change, however, is not
unilateral. Even if the change comes
into effect, it will not have the efficacy
of changing the culture and perception
of the Boy Scouts of America.
This policy does not change any¬
thing because it simply allows organiza¬
tions who host scout groups to choose
whether or not to accept LGBT indi¬
viduals as scouts and leaders.
The problem is that the top
three groups that sponsor Boy Scout
troops are the LDS Church, Method¬
ist Church, and Catholic Church, all
groups that have traditionally sup¬
pressed LGBT rights. Three additional
divisions of Christianity are also on the
top ten list of groups that run scouting
troops. Those figures are from scouting,
org.
The new BSA policy essentially does
nothing beyond a slight symbolic lessen¬
ing of anti-LGBT tensions because the
vast majority of churches and organiza¬
tions that sponsor scouting troops do
not believe in equal rights for the LGBT
community. Also, consider the fact that
a group like the Boy Scouts that has
excluded the LGBT community for de¬
cades is not likely to retain many spon¬

sors that support equal rights. Secular
community groups and religious insti¬
tutions who feel strongly about LGBT
rights are likely to have disassociated
with scouting a long time ago.
If the Boy Scouts do adopt a poli¬
cy where organizations can choose for
themselves whether or not to accept the
LGBT community, maybe a few new
civic organizations choose to join scout¬
ing. However, the majority of current
members are unlikely to change their
policies of discrimination.
As a former Boy Scout, I am torn
between the benefits that scouting can
provide to young men and the fact that
those benefits are denied to “other”
young men.
The Boy Scouts are a private organi¬
zation and have a right to accept what¬
ever members they want; the Supreme
Court upheld this in the 2002 case Boy
Scouts vs. Dale. However, this does not
mean that we should accept that a group
that provides so many unique benefits to
young men gets to deny those benefits
to certain men. Scouting builds out¬
door skills, character skills, and allows
young men to obtain the rank of Eagle
Scout, which carries a certain amount
of distinction in the college admissions
process and on job applications.
My father, a former scoutmaster,
made the decision this summer to end
his financial contributions to the Boy
Scouts until they make sweeping chang¬
es to their membership policy. Groups
like the Inclusive Scouting Network
seek to educate the public about the dis¬
criminatory policies of the Boy Scouts
and the scouts fulfill their promise in
their mission statement to ensure that
“Every American boy shall have the op¬
portunity of becoming a good scout.”
You can find out more about the Inclu¬
sive Scouting Network at www.inclusivescouting.net.
When corporations decided to end
some of their financial involvement
with the Boy Scouts, the group gave the
choice for local chapters to discriminate
or not. If future public and financial
pressure is put on the organization, then
the Boy Scouts will have no choice but
to implement fully inclusive member¬
ship policies that all local organizations
must follow.

ERIN HARMON
STAFF WRITER

My first “real” date at Bates: fresh¬
men year, lunch at the “Bobcat Den.”
Since then, the Den has been revamped
into a miniature on-campus pub.
The alcohol-free Den as I remember
it three years ago offered a quiet hide¬
away where faculty frequently met for
lunch and conversation. Students read
The Boston Globe and could enjoy a mo¬
ment to themselves with a sandwich
and something from the once worldrenowned salad bar.
Walk into the Den today and the
varying sounds of the multiple televi¬
sion screens might overwhelm you. De¬
pending on the time of day, you may
find students drinking beers, sipping
tea, reading, or playing Trivia on Tues¬
day nights.
Sporting my mom’s old Gap flan¬
nel, spandex, and my usual suspect
brown boots, I ordered a grilled cheese
on wheat with a slice of tomato and
grabbed a bag of UTZ Salt & Vinegar
chips. Something about ordering a drink
during a date, or even in general really,
terrifies me. Do I really need a bottle of
water? Is that asking too much? Should
I just ask for a cup and fill it with water
from the soda fountain for free?
That semester, my then-boyfriend
called me once late at night around
11pm in the middle of the week, asking
if I had time to go out for a surprise.
Surprise I thought, what could this

mean? A list of possibilities poured into
my head: Coldstone (Did I want cake
batter or cookie dough? Like it or love
it?), homemade chocolate chip cook¬
ies, hot chocolate from Milt’s, or maybe
even all of my favorite snacks laid out in
my order of preference (Hard to do, but
any effort would have sufficed).
I will make this short, but let’s just
say I wound up at Dennys. I ended
up settling for pancakes (free refill), so
I am not sure why I am complaining.
Nonetheless, this “experience,” for lack
of better words, definitely contributed
to my regret of not attending college
in a big city. At least in New York we
could have ended up at the Murray Hill
Diner or a cozy coffee shop, and easily
have avoided a menu offering ice cream
sundaes with bacon bits... really?
Freshman year, only a week into
college life and you look around and see
that girl from your dorm paired off with
that boy you saw during lunch in Com¬
mons. Quickly, couples form all around
you. How long have they known each
other? A week?
I remember my reaction upon first
learning that my parents had met in col¬
lege. Holy crap, this is it? I have four
years to find someone like my mom or
dad.
To put it into perspective: this
meant I had 7 semesters and 3 short
terms. Thank God Bates gives us short
term: 1,769 students. 47.3% male. This
left me with approximately 837 op¬
tions, rounding up.

Three years ago, a student success¬
fully debunked the Bates myth that
nearly two-thirds of Bates alums marry
fellow alums. In fact, Maura McGee
TO found that the figure actually hov¬
ers around a much lower 12.5 percent.
According to McGee’s findings, of the
23,356 living alums in the Bates data¬
base, 2,914 have a spouse or partner
who is also a Bates alum.
Of my current seven roommates,
one had an off and on relationship with
a high school boyfriend throughout col¬
lege and now “sees” an alum, and an¬
other has dated an alum since her soph¬
omore year at Bates. The remaining five
single ladies certainly do not add any
validity to the myth.
So why exactly has it been so dif¬
ficult for us to settle down with other
“Batesies”? Ask around at Bates and
students’ responses go a little something
like this: slim pickings, too busy with
academics or athletics, or better yet,
they would simply rather stay single.
Back to freshman year, I met a fel¬
low Batesie, who I ended up dating for
2 and a half years. At one point, I too
thought that I had done it. Enveloped
by “The Sixty Percent Solution” Bates
myth that once swarmed campus, I felt
certain that my worries over whether to
order a drink during a date and disap¬
pointments over bizarre so-called “sur¬
prises” would finally cease.
Had we stayed together, I probably
would not have found myself in my
See TIME, PAGE 4
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To Whom It May Concern (another version to athletics director):
The Bates College Student Government (BCSG) commends the Athletics Marketing Committee on its efforts in pre¬
senting the new Bobcat logo. However, the BCSG would like to officially and publicly express some issues with the way
the process was managed.
We present the following concerns with the way the process was conducted:
I) Lack of transparency
a) The announcement of a new logo raised many questions, especially among the student body, whom we rep¬
resent. Some questions include: Why was this rebranding needed? What criterion were taken into account when creating
the logo? Why was an outside marketing consultant used? How was funding provided for such an endeavor?
b) We feel that many of these issues could have been easily addressed if a comprehensive report was submitted
by the committee on their reasoning behind the decision that was eventually agreed upon regarding the new logo.
II) Need for democratic input
a) Decisions surrounding the Bates mascot have a history of student participation. In 1924, when the Bobcat
was first designated as Bates’ official mascot, “...the process for choosing the bobcat moved swiftly, albeit not without the
inevitable committee creation and an open forum at the Chapel, a staple of Bates student activism even then.”
b) On issues affecting the way the entire College is represented, the community perspective ought to be para¬
mount. We recognize that a general mascot survey gathered some perspectives, but it is insufficient to gauge student
opinion, especially given the vagueness or impersonal nature of the questions (that were not Bobcat specific).
c) Beyond a student survey regarding general aspects of a mascots design, we are unclear about the process the
outside consultants took to understand the culture and community of Bates, This seems important when considering stu¬
dents’ concerns that the Bobcat may not capture the essence of Bates and what it means to be a Batesie.
III) Lack of general student involvement
a) As a press release published by Bates News notes, “Representing the entire college, the new Bobcat will eventu¬
ally be visible throughout campus, yet will likely be seen most often in relation to Bates’ 31 varsity athletic teams.”
b) It continues to explain, “The college’s athletics marketing committee, including four students and alumni,
recommended an update of the Bobcat logo and oversaw its development.”
c) How was this committee put together? Who decided which students? BCSG recommends all future commit¬
tees incorporating student members to be ratified by the Representative Assembly.
Thank you for your time and consideration. If you have further questions, you are welcome to attend our weekly
Representative Assembly meeting on Sundays at 7:00pm in Commons 221, or contact Nora Hanagan, Representative
Assembly Chair at nhanagan@bates.edu and Brad Reynolds, Student Body President at breynol3@bates.edu.
Respectfully,
The Bates College Student Government

The R-word and racist Native American sports team logos
LORING M. DANFORTH
ANTHROPOLOGY PROFESSOR
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

An article about Robert Griffin’s
knee that appeared in the January 16th
edition of the Bates Student was ac¬
companied by a stock image of the logo
of the National Football League team
based in Washington, DC whose name
is a racial slur that is just as offensive to
many Native Americans as the N-word
is to many African Americans. But it is
not just members of these two groups
who are offended by these terms. People
of all ethnicities are offended by them.
Words and images that demean one
group of people demean us all.
Logos used by the Washington
football team and the Cleveland and
Atlanta baseball teams are offensive
for many reasons, as are the logos for¬
merly used by Dartmouth College and
the University of Illinois. (They are no
longer used because the NCAA banned
teams with racist names and mascots
from post-season play.) These logos ap¬
propriate the identities of Native Amer¬
icans, many of whose languages and
cultures have been destroyed by EuroAmericans. They take sacred religious
symbols from Native American cultures
— eagle feathers, face paint, and peace
pipes — trivialize them, and exploit them
for the commercial and entertainment
purposes of Euro-Americans. And they
perpetuate outdated, demeaning stereo¬
types of Native Americans that make it

difficult for Native Americans to repre¬
sent themselves as part of contemporary
American society. To put it bluntly,
these logos reduce Native Americans to
savages, to defeated enemies who have
been “erased” from today’s world.
Close your eyes and think: “Indi¬
ans.” What comes to mind? Do you see
Bates students? University professors?
People suffering from poverty and dia¬
betes? Construction workers? Lawyers?
Or do you see caricatures of people with
bright red skin, big noses, and huge
grins who are prancing around, riding
horses, and waving tomahawks? Why?
It’s those sports mascots, not to men¬
tion other standards of American popu¬
lar culture like Peter Pan, old Westerns,
with a little help from Uncle Walt and
Disney Studios.
Until recently the logo of the Uni¬
versity of Illinois was the head and eagle
feather headdress of a certain “Chief
Illiniwek.” Members of the administra¬
tion and alumni of the University have
long maintained that their mascot “hon¬
ors” Native Americans. The fact that
“the Chief” was printed on toilet paper
available for use in public rest rooms
all over campus suggests otherwise. A
website protesting the use of Native
American sports mascots announced:
“University of Illinois wipes its rectum
on eagle feathers. Will it be “Butt Wipe
Jesus” next, along with a University of
Illinois claim to honor Christians?”
Many Native American leaders have
criticized the use of Indian mascots.
James Yellowbank, Winnebago member

of the Indian Treaty Rights Committee
described Chief Illiniwek as “a racist,
degrading figure that demeans our heri¬
tage,” adding, “My Indian friends call
him Little Red Sambo.” Oren Lyons, an
Iroquois leader, said, “Army had a mule
for a mascot, Navy had a goat, Georgia
had a bulldog, and Syracuse had an In¬
dian. ... It was as if we were less than
human.”

Indian mascots objectify and com¬
modify Native Americans and their cul¬
tures. Cigar store Indians were used as
advertisements to sell tobacco. Urban
Outfitters used Navajo patterns to sell
clothes, at least until lawyers represent¬
ing the Navajo Nation filed suit against
them and won an injunction forcing
them to stop. What, after all, is really
“Navajo” about a “sparkle and fade Na¬

vajo pointelle tank top,” Navajo print
panties, and “deeply tribal” Navajo Tshirts?
You buy shoes at a shoe store and
groceries at a grocery store. Guess what
you can buy at the Dartmouth Review’s
Indian Store? (Check out http://www.
cafepress.com/dartreview. but look
quickly.)
Imagine a team named the Detroit
Jews — to make the comparison more
apt, it should really be the Detroit K . .
. s. Their logo is a rabbi wearing a yamaka and carrying a Torah. Or better yet,
imagine a team named the Pittsburgh
N-words, whose logo is an N-word eat¬
ing fried chicken or watermelon! Now
ask yourself: “If these names and logos
are so offensive, why aren’t the Wash¬
ington R-words and bucktoothed, grin¬
ning, tomahawk waving, Indians equal¬
ly offensive?”
And the answer is.
Native Americans have less political
power in America than African Ameri¬
cans do, so they have not yet been able
to eliminate racist “Indian” imagery
from American popular culture. In his
inaugural speech, President Obama
referred to Seneca Falls, Selma, and
Stonewall; he didn’t mention the Lon¬
gest Walk, Alcatraz, or Wounded Knee.
Maybe next time.
You may be thinking: “But what
about the Dallas Cowboys or the Fight¬
ing Irish of Notre Dame? Are they of¬
fensive too?” These examples are very
See R-WORD, PAGE 3
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Our Father who art in Heaven:
The purpose of religion
NERISSA BROBBEY
ASSISTANT FORUM EDITOR

I was inspired to write this article
after having a conversation with friends
regarding why some people are religious
and others aren’t. This piece is designed
to look at the purpose of religion in gen¬
eral from a social and anthropological
point of view and is not a criticism of
any individual beliefs or practices. What
is religion? Why do we need religion?
Why is there a sudden rise in atheism?
According to the Oxford English
Dictionary definition, religion is “the
belief in and worship of a superhu¬
man controlling power.” Religion is
the moral standard and the method of
spiritual expression of a culture. As cul¬
tures change, religion changes. Religion
is a human perception of what is holy.
A disagreement with the doctrine of a
religion should not be considered an at¬
tack on the divinities being worshipped.
Every known society, whether
present or past, has had some type of
dogma that it abides by. But why do
we as people feel inclined to create such
a complete culture around our faith?
Why couldn’t we simply pray without
ceremony or just believe without even
praying or even believe at all? Why is
atheism on the rise? To start this analysis
I would like to quote Charles I. Jones,
the author of my Macroeconomics
textbook. “One of the most important

facts of economic growth is that sus¬
tained increases in standards of living
are a remarkably recent phenomenon.”
He writes, “For most of history, stan¬
dards of living were extremely low, not
much different from Ethiopia today...
It is only in the past two or three cen¬
turies that modern economic growth
emerges...”
Empirically speaking, most people
throughout history lived at subsistence
levels with little food, short life spans,
rampant death, disease, and overall so¬
cial injustice; lives that many of us can¬
not even begin to imagine today. So
what does a woman who has lost all her
children to sickness do? Or an innocent
man imprisoned as a result of a failed
justice system? The only way for many
people to bear life is to believe in a high¬
er power; to believe in some higher level
of love unmatched by anyone on earth
and that somewhere beyond here all will
be well. Culture then manifests itself in
this expression of faith and the various
religions are born. I personally believe
that irrespective of the actual teachings
of a dogma, the sheer fact that someone
can sacrifice and do good in the name
of their faith is admirable. Here is where
martyrs are created. Those who are
without such tragedies may eventually
find religion excessive and unnecessary.
Religion has also been known as not
only an emotional comfort but also an
answer to an inquisitive mind to how
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own decisions and not live in fear of
retribution or the law.
Is this to say that the system is per¬
fect? No, but where the other major
option is prohibition, a system which
historically has not been so successful,
the Bates policy seems to function quite
well.
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the world functions; why the sun rises
and sets, why the seasons change. This is
why in modern times we experience the
standoff between religion and science
when actually science is a more evolved
form of religion or magic.
Even though this may be argued,
religion may be the essence that tamed
mankind. It may not be obvious since
the social laws we experience today are
faulty and open to change, but law may
be the most important thing there is.
Without law and order there will be
chaos. The sun may not rise when it
must; hearts may stop beating without
reason and earth may swing off orbit
unpredictably. Law is important no
matter what it type it is. It is the basis
on which science and mathematics are
built; the indisputable something. Go¬
ing back at how savage the first people
must have been, something had to put
them in place. If we cannot fear each
other, then let us fear a higher power
and law that would persuade us to con¬
duct ourselves better.
Religion is beautiful. It is as diverse
as people go and it captures wisdom
and knowledge from across time in a
way few other institutions have. It is an
exciting study that can be looked at in
different ways; historically, culturally,
psychologically, anthropologically or
even as it is, spiritually.
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different from the Washington Slurs
(as Leonard Pitts, an African American
columnist, refers to them). The Fighting
Irish and the Cowboys are examples of
self-ascription; Native American mas¬
cots are examples of ascription by oth¬
ers. The difference is huge. A university
founded by Irish Catholics and a foot¬
ball team owned by white Texans have
chosen names and mascots based on
their own identities. They did not ap¬
propriate them from other people they
have conquered.
If the Penobscot Nation had a high
school on Indian Island and decided to
call their teams “R-words,” or “Indi¬
ans,” or even “Native Americans,” “In¬
digenous People,” “Aboriginals,” “First
Nations People,” or heaven forbid, “Penobscots,” that is their choice. If Irish
Catholics or white Texas cattle ranchers
find the Fighting Irish or the Cowboys
offensive, I would encourage them to
speak out, and I would support them.
Native American activists have spoken
out. They find Indian mascots offensive.
I do too. When I was in high school,
I used to wear a Chicago Blackhawks
jersey. Since I learned about the Indian
mascot issue, I have not worn it, even
once. And I never will. Now I know
what it means.
The white, Latino, and Native
American members of an intramu¬
ral basketball team at the University
of Northern Colorado made national
news a few years ago when they named
themselves “the Fightin’ Whites.” Their
mascot was a “white man” in a business

TIME
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senior year introducing myself to
unfamiliar faces, joining new clubs,
having more time for my friends, and
occasionally making a public fool out of
myself, or more precisely, “enjoying col¬
lege while you can.”
This brings me to my final point;
What the heck do the millions of peo¬
ple mean when they say, “Make sure
that you enjoy college while you can”? I
find myself constantly fighting with this
overwhelming piece of advice. How can

■MNHMMMMMMHi
So, as you clean up after that party
that you just threw by recycling the beer
cans, emptying the half-consumed Solo
cups, and trying to scrub the smell of
stale beer and vomit from your rugs,
consider the options that Bates College
affords you as members of this society.
Even in your attempts to have fun and
unwind, Bates is still trying to teach you
about being responsible, and this is the
college’s great success.

suit. Rush Limbaugh was not amused.
Charlene Teeters is a Native Ameri¬
can artist and activist who began the
campaign against Chief Illiniwek when
she was a student at the University of
Illinois. Now she is the Vice President
of the National Coalition on Racism
in Sports and Media. In a documen¬
tary film about Chief Illiniwek, she
said, “We paid with our lives to keep
what little we have left of our culture.
That’s what were protecting. Our his¬
tory, our identity, our religion.” When
a white undergraduate at the University
of Illinois would dress up as a Native
American religious and political leader
during half time at basketball games,
Teeters felt it was as if a powerful white
institution were saying “We own you.”
In tears, she described the pain, the
humiliation, and the degradation that
she and her young daughter felt while
watching the half time “show.” Seeing
Indian mascots, she said, is a daily re¬
minder of the racism and genocide her
people have experienced.
Just a few days ago, on Febru¬
ary 7, 2013, the National Museum of
the American Indian held a daylong
workshop entitled Racist Stereotypes
and Cultural Appropriation in Ameri¬
can Sports. Take a look at http://nmai.
si.edu/multimedia/webcasts/
To learn more about the Native
American mascot controversy, read
Team Spirits by Richard King and
Charles Springwood, Dancing at Half¬
time by Carol Spindel, or In the Game
by Amy Bass. Or watch the wonder¬
ful documentary entitled In Whose
Honor? by Jay Rosenstein. Or even bet¬
ter yet, take Anthropology 234, Myth,
Folklore, and Popular Culture next fall.
I possibly strike a balance between aca¬
demics and my social life? When have
you gone out too much on the week¬
ends or not enough? If you have time
to watch television during the week, are
you really a student enrolled at Bates?
Are you even trying?
Okay, so maybe deciding whether
or not to go out or watch TV on a weeknight does not usually concern you,
but let’s say you have always wanted to
attend that one club meeting or see a
speaker from a certain department. Go!
What’s stopping you? After all, we only
attend college once. Make it count—
whatever that means.
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Secretary of Defense nomination
stirs controversy
KEENAN BRENT
STAFF WRITER

On February 1, former Massachu¬
setts Senator and Presidential candidate
John Kerry was sworn in as the na¬
tion’s 68th Secretary of State. He was
approved by the United States Senate
with a 94-3 vote. Kerry replaced Hill¬
ary Clinton, who served under Presi¬
dent Barack Obama throughout his first
presidential term.
Following Kerry’s approval and
swearing in, the Senate’s shifted its focus
to Obama’s Secretary of Defense nomi¬
nation. Obama nominated former Ne¬
braska Senator, Chuck Hagel to succeed
Leon Panetta.
Hagel, a Republican, has kept close
ties with the Obama administration
since 2008, when he was rumored to be
on Obama’s short list of running-mates.
In 2009, he stepped down from his seat
in the Senate. He is currently a profes¬
sor at Georgetown University, serves as

TREASURER
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liaison between students and the
budget committee. To that end, the two
suggested that knowledge of budgetary
procedure was much more important
than any accountability that could be
gained through a direct election.
And this is precisely the problem
with an appointed treasurer, according
to Pham. She said that because the trea¬

co-chairman of Obama’s Intelligence
Advisory Board, and is a member of the
Department of Defense’s Defense Poli¬
cy Board Advisory Committee.
The Senatorial hearings concerning
Hagel’s nomination began on January
31, and have been a topic of much con¬
troversy since then. He has been under
fire from many Republican Senators for
his positions on sanctions against Iran
and negotiation between Hamas and
Palestine. Some of his views have been
criticized as directly in conflict with
those of both the United States and its
allies.
Hagel’s views on United States rela¬
tions with Israel have additionally been
in question throughout the hearings.
He has previously been accused of anti¬
semitism and has been called a weak
supporter of Israel. Despite such criti¬
cism, a number of United States ambas¬
sadors to Israel have recently written let¬
ters of support for Hagel’s nomination.
Both the Obama administration

and Hagel have maintained that as
Secretary of Defense, Hagel would pre¬
fer to use militant force as a last resort
only. This, among Hagel’s other various
views, have been challenged with politi¬
cally charged questions throughout the
duration of the hearing.
“They talked a lot about past
quotes, but what about what a secretary
of defense is confronting today?” Pa¬
netta said in an interview with NBC’s
Meet the Press. “What about the war
in Afghanistan? What about the war
on terrorism? What about the budget
sequestering, what, what impact it’s go¬
ing to have on readiness? ...All of the is¬
sues that confront a secretary of defense,
frankly, those were — we just did not
see enough time spent on discussing
those issues.”
While Hagel has been criticized as
cracking under the pressure of the hear¬
ings, Obama stated that he was confi¬
dent that Hagel would be confirmed by
the Senate.

surer is supposed to serve as a conduit
through which student proposals find
their way into the budget committee,
it is extremely important that the trea¬
surer be selected by his or her peers.
Concerning the “complexity” of the po¬
sition, Pham was frank; “it’s not rocket
science.”
The debate over appointment or
election is not likely to be resolved soon.
As long as the budget committee allo¬
cates club funds, students will still feel
strongly about how the position is se¬

lected. Fortunately, Pham, Furlow, and
Reynolds have all noted that there need
to be definitive constitutional changes
to settle the issue once and for all. Ex¬
actly what these constitutional changes
entail, and exactly how the BCSG plans
to agree on them remains an open ques¬
tion.
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on backcountry trips.
Over the course of three days, Matt
Baker-White, Tori Zapack, Euan Howard-Sorrell, and Kristen Kelliher ab¬
sorbed techniques for trip planning and
avalanche safety training, and learned
about snow science, weather observa¬
tion, and how to read avalanche reports.
They discussed with their guide the
various causes of avalanches, and what
goes into the decision making process
of whether or not to venture into a
backcountry area. Course participants
spent time analyzing snow crystals and
digging pits to understand what weak
layers of snow look like, determining
whether or not a human could set off
a slide.
The first two days were spent most¬
ly in the classroom, garnering the skills
for the third day of field work. “We did
a lot of [mock] searches with the new
BOC avy beacons” said Howard-Sorrell. Searches involved burying a beacon
then using another one in receive mode
to locate the first and extract it with
probe and shovel. This is not as easy as
it sounds.

“It seems like it would point you in
the right direction but there are so many
factors, especially in the heat of a search,
and it’s hard to slow down to make a
responsible decision,” said HowardSorrell. “This was really good training.”
On the third day of the course, par¬
ticipants ventured into Tuckerman Ra¬
vine for some on-location practice. “It
was really cool to see decision making
in a group,” said Zapack. “A lot of my
outdoor experience has been by myself.
We were in a group of seven with people
we didn’t know very well and trying to
make decisions that were best for the
group was fun to do.”
“The mountains are unpredictable,”
Zapack continued, “So it’s important to
know the right questions to ask your¬
self before going out. It is so easy to get
panicky and miss the simplest things
you need to do.”
The BOC is currently discussing
terms for renting out the beacons to
students who have not been through a
safety course. Hopefully council mem¬
bers will come to a concrete decision by
the end of the semester. Whether you
have the proper equipment or not, it is
always important to keep a clear head
when exploring the backcountry. Enjoy
your adventures—safely.
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PALS program helps students
learn how to learn
GRACE PEZZELLA
MANAGING NEWS EDITOR

THE BRYANT ONE-YEAR MBA

THE BRYANT MPAc

Full-time day program for all majors

Full-time day program for accounting
majors

Gain credentials and experience that
distinguish you in the job market
• Benefit from real-world practicum and
•

consulting opportunities
• Fast track your career, with no
professional work experience required
• Specializations in;
Global Supply Chain
Global Finance
International Business

•

Meet the 150-hour requirement for

CPA licensure
• Complete your program in two terms:
summer/fall, summer/summer, fall/
spring or spring/summer
• Pursue a tax concentration with
summer/fall or summer/summer
schedule

AS A BRYANT GRADUATE, YOU WILL JOIN A POWERFUL
NETWORK OF ALUMNI that includes accomplished professionals across the country
and around the world. Bryant's College of Business is one of only 5% of colleges and
universities in the world accredited by the AACSB International The Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business.

Visit www.bryant.edu/gradschool to learn more.

To students majoring in the scienc¬
es who are beginning to feel the stress:
you are not alone. Fortunately, Bates
College may offer a lifeline in the form
of the Peer Assisted Learning in the Sci¬
ences (PALS) Program.
Brought to Bates in 2003 by cur¬
rent Dean of Faculty Pam Baker, PALS
is the college’s answer to Supplemental
Instruction (SI), a program adopted by
thousands of colleges worldwide. Both
SI and PALS seek to increase retention
of students in science, engineering,
technology and mathematics courses.
The Consortium for High Achieve¬
ment and Success, which Bates is a part
of, recognized SI as a highly successful
program, especially noted for its inclu¬
sion of students from all cultural and
academic backgrounds. Baker thought
that SI would fit in well with the egali¬
tarian culture of the college because of
its mandatory sessions that allow stu¬
dents to decide if and when they need
assistance.
The Bates version of the program
retains many of the founding charac¬
teristics. PALS Leaders are assigned to
classes with higher withdrawal rates
and frequencies of lower grades, and are
responsible for leading regularly sched¬
uled, out-of-class review and study ses¬
sions with their peers. Sessions are open
to all Bates students, as the program
does not target any student individually.
The point of the program is to integrate
course material with better learning
skills, creating a synthesis of informa¬
tion and application.
Being a PALS Leader is both a re¬
sponsibility and a badge of honor. To be
eligible for the position, a student must
have successfully completed the course
with which he or she wishes to assist. At
the beginning of each semester, leaders
receive training regarding how students
learn, and also leadership and tutorial

techniques. Over the course of the se¬
mester, leaders meet with their profes¬
sors to discuss common problems with
the subject matter and to develop work¬
sheets and problem sets for their tutorial
sessions. Each week, the entire PALS
staff meets with an advisor to ensure
that the program is running smoothly
and to work out any issues. The total
time commitment averages four to eight
hours a week.
If you are enrolled in Biology 109,
Chemistry 108, CHES 108B, Chemis¬
try 218, Environmental Studies 203, or
Physics 108 this semester, then you are
lucky enough to have a PALS Leader at¬
tending your class sessions and devoting
extra time for reviews. This semester,
the PALS Leaders are Alison Travers,
Hannah Whitehead, Sarah Cancelarich,
Edwin Mapfuwa, Josh Zimmer, Filip
Michalsky, Astrid Gleaton, Lianna Co¬
hen, Hal Blegen, Brigette Chandhoke,
Jocelyn Hoye, and Aliza Khurram.
Sophomore Hannah Whitehead
joined the program as a leader this se¬
mester. Usually, her sessions involve
herself, her co-leader, and ten to fifteen
students looking to enhance their un¬
derstanding of the material. Before a
midterm or an exam, Whitehead said
the sessions can grow to include 60 stu¬
dents out of a class of 120.
Being a Leader is a rewarding expe¬
rience.
“It’s very rewarding to help kids
who might otherwise slip through the
cracks. You build relationships with
the kids who come every week, and get
to know a lot of interesting people,”
Whitehead said.
Similarly, there are academic ad¬
vantages for the Leaders, who become
completely comfortable with the ma¬
terial they teach. “I like relearning the
material from a teacher’s point of view,”
Whitehead said.
If you are interested in learning
more about the PALS program, contact
Seri Lowell, Writing Specialist in the
Sciences.
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“New” face on campus- An interview with Father
Paul Dumais, Bates’ Catholic chaplain
CATHERINE TUTTLE
STAFF WRITER
The Bates Student: Tell us a little
bit about your upbringing and your
educational/vocational background?
FP: I grew up in Maine’s most
northern town: Madawaska. Madawaska is a small border town on the St. John
River at the northern tip of Aroostook
County (what Mainers call “The Coun¬
ty”). I graduated from MHS and attend
Franciscan University in Ohio where I
studied in a cross disciplinary program
and graduated with a B.A. in Theology.
I worked on a farm for three years: the
farm in Kansas was devoted to organi¬
cally raised open pollenated varieties of
wheat, corn and milo. I also raised large
gardens and learned to drive a tractor on
a conventional wheat and corn farm. I
taught middle school for a year before
entering St. John’s Seminary. While
in Boston from 1999-2004 I earned a
M.A. in Philosophy from Boston Col¬
lege as well as completing the academic
requirements (M.A. in Theology) and
pastoral internship requirements at the
seminary before being ordained in May
of 2004.
BS: What brought you back to
your home state of Maine?
FP: After high school I lived and
worked in a few locations and always

felt a strong pull back to Maine: its nat¬
ural beauty, people, places and seasonal
rhythms seemed to be embedded in my
psyche. When I made the decision to
study as a priest for the Diocese of Port¬
land, I was also making the commit¬
ment to live and work in Maine because
the diocese and the state are coextensive
and I could be asked to serve anywhere
in Maine.
I try to maintain an active lifestyle
in my free time by enjoying sports that
correspond to the season; for example,
Nordic skiing in the winter and hiking
in the late winter and early spring; cy¬
cling and camping the spring and sum¬
mer. You might be surprised to discover
that I am in the middle of restoring a
1973 VW bus which has turned out to
be an adventure!
BS: What motivated you to pursue
priesthood?
FP: One key moment was when I
was in Denver, CO for an international
youth pilgrimage and I took to heart the
words of Pope John Paul II who prayed
that young people: “Would have the
courage to give a definitive yes’ to the
service of God.”
BS: I understand you also work at
Central Maine Medical Center? How
do you split your time between the hos¬
pital and Bates? What is the nature of
the work you do at CMMC?

FP: Together with my time at
Bates, I work at CMMC as the Catho¬
lic priest-chaplain which allows me the
opportunity to visit with patients and
families as I make daily visits to Catho¬
lic patients. Often my conversations
are cordial and marked by empathy
and encouragement; many times I have
the opportunity to offer patients Holy
Communion or the Sacrament of the
Sick, which is a special anointing and
prayer for those who are seriously ill or
infirm due to age. A great many times
I am edified by the deep faith of people

A new Chase Hall
KATIE SGARRO
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR
Over the summer, Bates made sev¬
eral influential renovations to Chase
Hall. These changes include the addi¬
tion of the Bobcat Den and the Chase
Hall Lounge. More recently, attention
has been focused on sprucing up the
high ceiling room (or Old Commons)
located in Chase Hall. The project is
part of a larger effort to recast Chase
Hall’s role on the Bates College campus.
Last weekend, two Ping-Pong tables
were relocated to different ends of the
high ceiling room in Chase Hall. The
tables are equipped with new nets, two
paddles, and several Ping-Pong balls.
The tables can be enjoyed anytime the
high ceiling room is not already in use.
Students can check the availability of
the room by going to events.bates.edu
and looking at Chase 133 under the “lo¬
cations” tab.
“It is part of trying to add additional
options to Chase Hall in general,” said
Keith Tannenbaum, Assistant Dean of
Students and head of the entire Student
Activities Office.
The new Ping-Pong tables are only
one aspect of undergoing changes to
Chase Hall. For instance, cable TV is
predicted to be added to the two tele¬
visions at both ends of Chase Lounge
sometime this week.
These changes, although seemingly
minor, are designed to eventually cul¬
minate in transforming Chase Hall into
the hub of social life on campus. Theo¬
retically, Chase Hall would function as a
sort of student center on the Bates cam¬
pus. The Bobcat Den has already dras¬
tically increased traffic through Chase
Hall and these additions are meant to
continue that trend.
“As best I understand, the purpose
of changing Chase Lounge from a pro¬
gramming space to a full time lounge
was to create a student hang out space

on campus. It was intended to be a
space that would be available to stu¬
dents that wanted to sit and study, meet
up with friends, play pool, watch TV,
or just hang out on some comfortable
furniture. The work was part of the gen¬
eral changes that took place in Chase
over the summer, and at this point are
fairly near completion,” said Dean Tan¬
nenbaum.
In keeping with Bates’ emphasis on
inclusivity, students are welcome and
encouraged to make suggestions of oth¬
er desired additions to Chase Hall. In
fact, the existence of the Ping-Pong ta¬
bles in the high ceilings room is owed to
a request made by a group of students.
“We have also had requests for a
foosball table, which we will also con¬
sider. We would like to make the room
as inviting as possible, so if there are
ideas that students have I would ask
them to let me know directly,” clarified
Dean Tannenbaum.
Therefore, in order to achieve its
purpose as one of the most frequently
used and favorite student spots on cam¬
pus, students should feel free to voice
their visions of what would make for
the best Chase Hall. Students, faculty,
and staff all share the goal of improving
Chase.
“I hope that the space will con¬
tinue to be used more and more often
by students as a place to hang out - for
whatever reason they choose. The goal
for the space is to make it a comfortable
community hangout, and to address
requested changes as they come up,”
noted Dean Tannenbaum.
Since last year, Chase Hall has made
great strides in the direction of becom¬
ing a favorite hangout for Batesies. Yet,
it has the potential to become even bet¬
ter. This possibility is contingent on
students’ sharing their hopes and desires
for the space. The future of Chase Hall
depends on the college’s student body.
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facing suffer with peace and courage.
Half my week is spent at CMMC and
other time is split between Bates, where
I wish I could be more often, and par¬
ish responsibilities. I lovingly describe
my time as split between the aged and
infirm on the one hand and the young
and vivacious on the other.
BS: I believe you’ve worked on col¬
lege campuses before. What draws you
to this kind of a community?
FP: College-aged students are in the
midst of discovering their vocation in
the Church and the world and I consid¬
er it an important time to walk among
you as a kind of older brother willing
to offer my perspective as a disciple of
Jesus in the company of young people
assimilating the faith offered them by
their families. I find the hope and gen¬
erosity of young people an inspiration
to me and a challenge to keep striving
to live an authentic life measured by the
love of God and neighbor.
BS: What are your impressions of
Bates thus far?
FP: I have thoroughly enjoyed my
time at Bates since arriving in August.
I have been personally grateful for my
welcome by the Multi-faith chaplaincy
and staff (Bill, Emily, and Liana). I have
found the students to be friendly, con¬
siderate and respectful. My interaction
with faculty and staff has been cordial

and I applaud the sense of mission and
professionalism I have observed. My
interaction with the Catholic students
would make any parent proud and is a
source of deep gratitude for the generos¬
ity of young people who have “their feet
firmly planted on the earth and their
hearts and minds raised to heaven.”
BS: How do you hope the Catholic
Program at Bates will grow? What do
you envision over the next several years?
FP: I am very encouraged by our
attempt to reintroduce Mass on Cam¬
pus at the Peter J. Gomes chapel. I
hope this effort will grow and devel¬
op. I hope that I will be able to meet
students “on their own turf” in order
to hear their questions and hopes. I
hope that my interaction with students
would be characterized by the virtues
of a true friendship. I truly hope that
Catholic students at Bates would de¬
velop as much religiously as they are
intellectually and socially. In particular,
the compatibility of faith and reason is
a challenge that can be met by young
Catholics in a way that is both a source
of personal growth as well as formation
for a lasting contribution to every sector
of noble human activity. I urge young
Catholics at Bates and all to hear and
respond to the appeal of Blessed Mother
Teresa: “Make of your life something
beautiful for God.”
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Intercultural Education (OIE).
The Fellows are just one of the re¬
sources offered by the BCDC. Many
additional options exist.
“The Career Development Center
makes an overall effort to put things in
place for students to meet all of their
needs. Mock interviews are available for
practice, employers come on campus
to recruit Batesies specifically and there
are so many networking opportunities
through alumni outreach,” said Jacques.
Specifically, students are advised
to meet with a professional counselor.
Also, students should check out online
resources. Currently there are 162 in¬
ternships posted on Jobcat and 2401
internships posted on the Liberal Arts
Career Network. McDonough suggests
students apply to at least eight intern¬
ships to maximize their chances of land¬
ing an internship.
In addition, the BCDC also offers
several services that students may not be
aware of. For example, Bates now has an
internship-for-credit program.
“We have made some changes and
additions to the website http://www.
bates.edu/career/ which will give stu¬
dents an overview of resources and ser¬
vices offered. We offer self-assessment
(Strong Interest Inventory), download¬
able career guides from Vault.com,
career advice videos throughout the
site and a great new practice interview
site called IntervewStream,” said Mc¬
Donough.
However, one of the most determi¬
nate factors of internship and job suc¬
cess is the student’s initiative. Batesies

are encouraged to remain active in the
search process.
“I would encourage students to start
looking for internships now and to keep
an open mind about the internships
they are applying for. Internships are
all about career exploration so students
should look into industries that interest
them but not be afraid to explore jobs/
internships that do not seem to ‘fit’ with
their major,” said Valerie Jarvis ‘13, a
Career Development Fellow.
Internships are especially important
in today’s job-market, which stresses
practical experience as an indicator of
future success.
“Real world experience is highly
valued by future employers and can

help you establish a network of contacts
within your intended industry. Many
employers are using the internship as a
three month interview process - it has
become increasingly common for em¬
ployers to offer permanent position to
former interns,” said McDonough.
So how do you secure that perfect
internship? Taking advantage of the Ca¬
reer Development Fellows Program and
the profusion of other resources avail¬
able through the BCDC is an excellent
start. Also, remaining proactive and
open-minded throughout the search
process is crucial. The perfect internship
is out there but it requires an informed,
active search process.
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FRIDAY IN OLD PORTSHOWCASES
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On February 1st, Portland celebrated the First
Friday of February. Restaurants and lounges were
full of laughter, and ifyBtf didn't arrive eHflVf your
chancesiff getting a seat within the hour were
slim untess you had an inside connection. Art
galleries were open after-hours, exhibiting pieces
created Bylocal ailists. Since February 14tli is on
;ne bon/or i. napy Portland-based veixlgrs had
hahirtiade Valentine’s Day cards arid artwork
for sale. Friends and couples walked through the
streets of Old Port, illuminated by rows of frees
lined with Christmas lights. Although ftPhpe ” H
lures were a low 17 degrees, bohemian coffee l
shops and bustling galleries kept the masses
warm? MICHELLE PHAM - Managing Editor of
Arts & Leisure

STYLE SPOTUGKT

Warm
Bodies gives
the vampire
genre a run
for its money

Singha Hon ‘14 embod¬
ies artistic eclectic style
ASHLEY BRYANT

STAFF WRITER

“My friend noted the other day
that she could always tell when people
were from New York City because they
all stood out in the same way.”
For junior Batesie Singha Hon, this
statement definitely holds true. With
her vintage pieces and artistic flair, this
Big Apple Bobcat is always keeping her
outfits fun, fresh, and a little quirky.
Aside from her early childhood of
rainbow tights, grandma sweaters, and
baseball caps and being voted “most
likely to wear a tutu to class” in her 8th
grade yearbook, Hon has always had a
love for the fashion world. She enjoys
playing around with colors and textures
along with sewing and altering her own
clothes. Having put endless hours into
the Bates Theater’s costume shop, Hon
feels that she understands what goes
into making and tailoring clothing and
that has trickled down to her everyday
attire.
Having spent her past semester
abroad at Central Saint Martins College
of Arts and Design in London also had
a huge influence on her style. Although
she was involved in a fine arts program,
many of her peers had neon colored hair
and “Are fastidious about wearing gor¬
geous, bizarre, and exciting outfits and
accessories.”
“London is a dream for anyone
who likes to shop for vintage and unique
clothing,” states Hon. “Every Sunday
there were a plethora of pop-up mar¬
kets selling hand-designed silk-screened
t-shirts and jewelry made by fashion
students as well as the biggest strangest
collection of sweaters and leather boots
that I have ever seen.”
This Batesie’s fashion icon is Alex¬
ander McQueen, who actually studied
at Central Saint Martins. “I’m very in¬
terested in designers who started out as
visual artists,” states Hon.
She also enjoys reading fashion
blogs, especially “Vintage Vixen” who
sells vintage 1950s-esque clothing and
Tavi Gevinson Style Rookie Blog.
“I admire those that reflect people
who dress not to push and favor the
superficial, but in a way that reflects
a beautiful and unique lifestyle, even
if they stand out a lot or look weird,”

states Hon.
A lot of this Bobcat’s fashion in¬
spiration comes from her older sister.
Although she dresses in opposing ways
from Hon, both enjoy working on sew¬
ing projects together and trade clothes.
She also sends Hon trinkets from her
travels, including a double-finger wood¬
en ring that the Batesie wears on a daily
basis.
When it comes to putting a de¬
scriptive label to her clothing, this Bob¬
cat is a little stumped.
“I like the idea of a classic wardrobe
with basic items like Breton tops and
warm sweaters, mixed in with shapes
from the 50s and eclectic items from
the 90s. Think classic femininity dashed
with a bit of Riot Grrrl and maybe some
Freddy Mercury,” reflects Hon.
This Batesie does not have an agen¬
da for how she dresses — she wears what
she wears to support a good mood and
to just have fun.
“Even though I don’t think my life
revolves around my fashion, I do think
that it is important because how you
dress can be riotous and rebellious, it
can tell people to leave you alone or in¬
vite them to talk to you, it can make you
blend in or be eye catching,” states Hon.
Having New York City as her
hometown causes Hon to be open to
new styles. With so many stores and
markets at her fingertips, the Batesie is
able to really experiment with her fash¬
ion.
“No matter how weird you look
when you step out your door, there is
definitely someone who looks weirder,”
states Hon. “Conversely, no matter how
good you think you look, there is always
someone who looks better. I think just
having an environment that, while in¬
credibly judgmental, incorporates so
much diversity in fashion has allowed
me to feel more comfortable in expand¬
ing and exploring my own style.”
You can spy this Bobcat at thrift
stores, vintage shops, and weekend mar¬
kets and fairs searching for unique and
quality pieces with a lot of character.
“It feels sort of like treasure hunt¬
ing,” reflects Hon.
This Bobcat’s favorite stores are
Rags a Go Go, Buffalo Exchange,
Reminiscence, and the pop up Sunday
market in the 25th street parking lot
in new York City. She also enjoys mak¬

LILY CHRISTINE

STAFF WRITER

ing or altering a lot of her old clothing,
making her pieces out of the ordinary.
She also purchases many of her basics at
UNIQLO and H&M along with some
nice sweaters from Garnet Hill.
Hons favorite article of clothing is
her denim overalls that she wears when
she paints in the studio. With a high
elastic waist and snaps all down the
front, this 80s treasure is one that always
puts the artists in a good mind frame to
paint, and to feel like Rosie the Riveter.
She also can never be caught without
her two rings - the two-finger wooden
trinket from her sister and a massive
gold model of an extraterrestrial crea¬
ture from Alien devouring a woman.
“It’s silly, it’s morbid, it jingles, and

I can’t really believe that it exists,” says
Hon.
Looking to the future, Hon states
that she “would really like at some point
to turn into one of those classy old
women when who wears a lot of Eileen
Fisher and black cashmere, but for now,
I’ll stick to a little bit of crazy thrown in
the mix.”
So catch this Batesie, Singha Hon,
rocking’ her eclectic style down the
Alumni Runway, in the art studio, or by
the costume shop. Also, don’t miss her
in this semester’s Shakespearean main
stage, The Two Gentlemen of Verona).

Got brains? Warm Bodies, directed
by Jonathan Levine and starring Nicho¬
las Hoult and Teresa Palmer, is a zombie
romantic comedy based on the book by
Isaac Marion, the creator of the genre
that at least seems a bit more heart¬
warming than the Twilight series.
A lonely and conflicted zombie
named “R” (Hoult) lives the life of the
living dead in an abandoned airport
with his fellow zombies in a post-apoc¬
alyptic world. R is conflicted about his
diet of human brains, and, much like a
pre-apocalyptic cave man, wonders if
there isn’t something more to existence
then wandering about aimlessly grunt¬
ing. He fills his airplane-turned-apartment with eclectic tokens of humanity,
including an antique collection of old
records, which he uses to fill his lonely
days with music and meaning.
On the human side of the film’s
species spectrum, people are hunkered
down inside their city fortification on a
constant search for a cure to the zom¬
bie infection and a way to combat the
spreading attacks of “bonies” (ruthless
zombies who have lost all hope and
what is left of their souls).
Things start to change when R res¬
cues Julie (Palmer) from a zombie at¬
tack on her excursion party. Predictably,
as R and Julie are dealing with attack¬
ing zombies, things don’t go so well for
them. Having eaten the brains of Julie’s
boyfriend, R thinks his first date with
Julie could have gone a little smoother.
This is, of course, because eating
human brains gives zombies flashes of
their victims’ memories and emotions
which keep them sustained. From eat¬
ing Julie’s boyfriend’s grey matter, R
comes to know more about Julie, with
whom he is rapidly falling in love.
R then hides her away in his airplane
(what’s a lovestruck zombie to do?),
See SANKOFA, PAGE 8
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Zero Dark Thirty raises awareness of
the post-9/n world
MARY ANNE BODNAR
STAFF WRITER

After giving the audience an explicit
lesson on the origins of the term ‘wa¬
terboarding,’ CIA officer Dan (Jason
Clark) stares into the eyes of the ter¬
rorist Omar and spits, “In the end, bro,
everybody breaks. It’s biology.”
Dan then turns and slams the door
on a defenseless and soon-to-be-broken
Omar, attached to chains hanging from
the ceiling. There is a visible ripple of
shivers that creeps through the audi¬
ence members in the movie theater as
they fail to stomach, for the third time
in thirty minutes, the grotesque torture
tactics employed by CIA officers post9/11. The motivating disgust and peril¬
ous fervor presented in the scene, as well
as the engaging discomfort felt by the
audience members, characterize Zero
Dark Thirty as one of the most disturb¬
ingly immersive movie-going experi¬
ences of the year.
Brought to life under the sophisti¬
cated direction of Kathryn Bigelow and
by Jessica Chastain’s satisfyingly brazen
performance, Zero Dark Thirty presents
as accurately as publicly possible the
perilous hunt for and consequential
killing of terrorist Osama bin Laden.
The film, which gets its name from
the military slang for a time just af¬
ter midnight, primarily follows Maya
(Chastain), an obsessed and gutsy CIA
officer who is determined to pursue
convincing leads contrary to the hesita¬
tion of her superiors. Even though the
specifics of the real life operation are
classified, the film presents the events
with believable detail and appropriate
respect for those who were involved in
the hunt.
When it was announced fourteen
months ago that Osama bin Laden
was successfully executed by a United
States Navy SEALS team, Americans
embraced the news with pride and exu¬
berance. There was a miniscule but un¬
deniable sense of justice and closure that
marked the event as a national victory.

The patriotism associated with the story
provides its potential to be an overdra¬
matized portrayal of indomitable Amer¬
icans swiftly murdering criminals a la
Sherlock Holmes.
Thankfully, Bigelow’s controlled
and disciplined direction tastefully por¬
trays the events, and reconfirms, after
The Hurt Locker, the respect she holds
for individuals who risk themselves ev¬
ery day for the good of the country.
The pace slows in the second half of
the movie, when Bigelow clearly wanted
audiences to experience main character
Maya’s frustration at Washington’s hesi¬
tation to take action on the lead she has
developed throughout the film. Since
the audience has been a part of the lead’s
development up to this point, it is pain¬
ful to spend half an hour in a movie seat
watching the President’s advisees as they
doubt and question the intelligence of a
character that we have grown to empa¬
thize with.
During the raid on Osama bin Lad¬
en’s compound, viewers follow SEAL
team members at crouched levels and
maneuver through seemingly identical
courtyards and doorways at a cautious
but driven pace. The scenes do not have
a glamorized feel of fast-paced action se¬
quences in other Hollywood successes,
such as The Bourne Supremacy. We ex¬
perience the raid in a surprisingly steady
manner that does not seek to overdra¬
matize the action involved. While some
question the accuracy of the film, for¬
mer CIA analyst Nada Bakos confirmed
that she thought the “SEAL scenes were
fantastic” in an interview with Fox
News.
Viewers should be warned that
many scenes in Zero Dark Thirty are
uncomfortably effective.
When Bates student Carly Peruccio considers the film, the only adjective
that comes to mind is “disturbing.”
The film opens with numbing audi¬
ble reminder of the September 11th ter¬
rorist attacks. By reconnecting audience
members personally to the attacks, the
opening successfully instills in viewers

a fervor similar to that of the CIA of¬
ficers assigned to the hunt. It validates
their motivation in perilous situations
and helps us to sympathize with their
later frustration from any roadblocks
they may face.
In recent months, the torture
scenes have sparked debates through¬
out the country over whether the film
makes the case for torture or not. It is
important to remember that Zero Dark
Thirty is a historical piece; it tries to
portray an event in history as accurately
as possible. It includes torture because
it is an essential part of the story, and
to not include it would mean creating
a more watered down and less accurate
portrayal of the hunt.
Bigelow herself has responded to
the question in numerous interviews
by stating that it is impossible to know
whether CIA officers would have
found bin Laden without intelligence
gained through torture.
Bates sophomore Eliza Gabriel
views torture as having a more concrete
message in the film.
“I thought it was particularly in¬
teresting how, in the scene when the
group finds out that torture will not
be permitted as a result of Obama’s
actions, it was portrayed as this huge
roadblock that would slow the process
immensely.”
In reality, Zero Dark Thirty is a
small taste of the more complex op¬
eration to find bin Laden. It provides
viewers with a powerful immersion in
to the experience without document¬
ing each detail. For those who are
searching for an anally accurate ac¬
count of the story, the new HBO show
Manhunt, premiering this spring, will
reveal real accounts from CIA officers
once involved with the hunt them¬
selves.
Zero Dark Thirty is still playing in
many theaters.
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Weekly Verse
Understand me

The Geology of Love

Junior Ramirez

Erin Montanez

Go, get away, escape, and don’t look back

Capturing rocks, like choosing Christmas trees
or judging boys from the local prep school, is a
precise art form. The be-all, end-all, the holy grail
of the hunt, is the heart rock. Well rounded, each
half of the heart equal and balanced and one in
the same, his and hers, the coveted beacon of
our beach collectibles, the trinkets in the mercury
bowl on the coffee table, the treasures lined up
along window sills, tucked into pockets and back¬
packs for luck, for courage, for love, was scoured
for along Cedar Beach. In a place where there
were more rocks than there was sand, finding a
heart rock was far from difficult. Finding the best
was the true task.
On the not-so-rare occasion my brother Matt
decided to be douchebag of the day (or the year
or the century), he would take the heartiest rock
in our possession and toss it into Cedar Beach's
calm waters. We would bicker and yell and sulk
about the injustice, the inhumanity, how it’s just
not fair. But Wesley found Buttercup and Ron
realized Hermione had been there all along; the
search for love lost was a perpetual quest.
Sometimes we found the rocks split in half,
broken hearts put beyond repair. Sometimes we
found them cracked down the middle, mutilated,
mangled, tumbling towards opposing shores, op¬
posing fates.
Sometimes we never found them.
Sometimes we gave up on love.
Finding a heart whole was not unusual and, with
the infinite hope and wonder that belongs to
youth and childhood and days under the sun, we
believed that losing love, then finding it again,
was that easy.
Regardless, when we found our hearts, as we
wished we would, we held on tight.

Don’t look back or you’ll turn to salt
Salt is not what you’re to become
Become sugar, sweet, and indulging
Indulging the world with sin
Sin, sin, sin, and never look back
Back or front, there is no time, don’t think
Think about me, understand me
Understand me because I am blind
Blind admiring the anomalies of my insecurity
Insecurity since I no longer exist in your bosom
Bosom your heart and cry, cry, and cry
Cry over me, cry over my lost and disdain
Disdain is further than pity and closer than hell
Hell is for the weak and the thoughtless
Thoughtless is my nickname and please
Please, please, please, don’t let me fall
Fall or summer, please understand me
Me, myself, and I a contingent trinity
Trinity is the affinity of my world and yet none
None is anything yet nothing is less
Less or more, the pangs of your gaze pity me
Me in a crucible of dissected thoughts and you
You can only understand me, and do so
Please understand me.

Season 2 of Girls suffers
the sophomore slump
ELIZA GABRIEL
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On January 13th, HBO’s half-hour
hit series Girls returned for its second
season after a smash-hit first season in
2012.
The show follows four young wom¬
en beginning their post-college lives in
New York City. The action centers on
short-story author, Hannah, her three
best friends, and the men that circu¬
late in and out of their lives. Hannah’s
self-deprecating wit is undoubtedly the
triumph of the first season. Her awk¬
ward, frustrating interactions with her
pseudo-boyfriend Adam are so gritty
and realistic that at times we feel so un¬
comfortable for our flawed protagonist
that it is hard to watch.
Hannah and her crew guide us
through their experiences in their
professional and personal lives with a
clumsy yet endearing determination to
which we can all relate. And this show is
definitely relatable. Whether or not you
have experienced a particular scene, you
are likely to find yourself nodding at the
screen and saying “exactly!”
“It’s one of the only real shows out
there for people our age, and anyone
who has ever been our age,” says Olivia
Kavanaugh, a sophomore at Vassar Col¬
lege.
Marketed as this decade’s Sex and
the City, Girls has kept critics and au¬
diences on their toes through a refresh¬
ingly down-to-earth and audacious ap¬
proach to storytelling.
However, some viewers do not
think this an adequate comparison.
“I’ve heard of Girls being compared
to Sex and the City, however, I couldn’t
think of a more dissimilar show. Where
Sex and the City glamorizes and exagger¬
ates, Girls humiliates and belittles. Girls
gives its audience the chance to take a
look at the awkward or stilted times in
their own lives and have a laugh about
them,” comments Kavanaugh.
The same night Season 2 premiered;
Season 1 won the Golden Globes for
Best Television Series - Comedy or Mu¬
sical, and Best Performance by an Ac¬
tress in a Television Series - Comedy or
Musical (taken by creator and star, Lena
Dunham).
Unfortunately, Season 2 of Girls has
departed from that which made Season
1 so wildly hilarious and successful.
Clearly, the anticipation for Season
2 was high, and Dunham was no doubt
feeling the pressure. That eagerness to
please is tangible throughout the first
four episodes of the season in a very un¬
pleasant way.
mmmmsmBamsmmmmmmmtmsiwmmms

WARM BODIES
Continued from PAGE 7

where he makes his best efforts to be
human. Out of their young love for one
another, Julie and R become the key to
the cure that starts to reverse the apoca¬
lypse, and bodies start warming up.
Warm Bodies is an endearing, al¬
beit quirky story of a love that saves the
world. What the script at times lacks
in imagination it makes up for with
pitch-perfect comedic timing. Hoult’s
brilliantly acted awkward tenderness
brings his character to life (literally).
His face-forward, honest attempts to
be acceptable to Julie are touching and
reminiscent of all those moments in life
when connecting with others (especially
romantically) can be nerve-racking and
beautiful at the same time.
Palmer’s performance as Julie, while
not as deep and multidimensional as
Hoult’s (after all, she’s only human), is
one of a tough chick with underlying
sensitivity as her feelings develop into a
steadfast belief in R.
“ Warm Bodies avoids the potential
cliches of its genre by utilizing a fresh
approach,” praises Cole Christine, an
independent Maine filmmaker.
The 80s retro-vibe soundtrack to
the film is catchy and fun, with such

Dunham is no longer writing epi¬
sodes in a vacuum; she now knows what
the audience liked and what elicited
complaints. In response to fans’ com¬
plaints that the show lacked diversity in
its characters, the Season 2 premiere de¬
buted Hannah’s new black boy toy San¬
dy, played by Donald Glover. Though
it was nice to see variation, it felt more
like pandering to the audience, and this
move didn’t sit well with most fans.
“The show isn’t about showing how
politically correct things should be, it’s
about how things are, and not taking
life so seriously,” asserts Kavanaugh.
As a result of this desperation to
continue the success, the hilarity of the
show has taken a plunge.
“Where has all the comedy gone? I
don’t seem to be laughing out loud as
much this season,” complains Bates se¬
nior Caroline Cook.
The core of the matter is this: Girls
has lost its ability to relate to its audi¬
ence. The characters are no longer vivid
portraits of you and your friends but
exaggerated and unrealistic freaks de¬
signed to make Hannah even look more
unusual and countercultural.
“The first four episodes of this new
season have the same raw and grittycool feel as the first season (it takes no
time at all for Dunham to bare her nowfamously doughy naked body in a sex
scene), but the show has become sig¬
nificantly more predictable,” articulates
Hank Stuever of The Washington Post.
The predictability is now the hard¬
est pill to swallow in Season 2 of Girls.
As it has blossomed into a hugely popu¬
lar, critically acclaimed show, it has also
lost some of its uniqueness.
Although the quality of Girls
has dipped, it is still one of the most
groundbreaking and exhilarating shows
on television.
Girls airs on HBO every Sunday at
9:00 P.M.

songs as John Waite’s 1984 classic Miss¬
ing You. The ghoulish zombie make-up
is not over-the-top, and the level of gore,
while necessarily present, is minimal.
Although special effects proliferate
throughout the film, Warm Bodies, un¬
like many new movie releases, doesn’t
over-emphasize production values; it
focuses instead on the storyline and
character relationships. The support¬
ing actors maintained standards on par
with the leads, including Julie’s likable
best friend Nora (Analeigh Tipton) and
her militaristic father, played by John
Malkovich.
“I thought it was a really cute twist
on Romeo and Juliet,” remarked Lauren
Halligan, a Lewiston High School stu¬
dent.
“It was really funny,” says Angel
Gendron, another student at the high
school. “There were a lot of ‘awww!’
moments, but it was also a movie guys
could go see without being dragged
along by their girlfriends.”
Warm Bodies is not a Twilight-style
chick-flick. It has elements of romance,
comedy, and action films all wrapped
up into a funky, zombie-ish message of
finding love in odd places and using it
to rescue humanity from the brink. This
zombie reel is a feel-good movie for ev¬
eryone.

C0MM0NSENSE
Blog that contains articles not published on the
print paper, but hey, they are cerealously good and
relevant Just like your sugar-free vegan muffins.
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JEN BUTLER
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

The second part of their name refers
to the velvety texture, of course, and the
crimson cakes from most cupcakeries, as
the businesses have begun to be known,
have a fine-crumb texture combined
with the moisture of devil’s food cake.
So, okay, maybe cupcakes with
such a texture deserve some of the at¬
tention they get, and who doesn’t love
chocolate-like cupcakes (even if there is
only one teaspoon of cocoa)? Of course,
red velvet cupcakes are perfect for Feb¬
ruary baking. Perhaps the most obvious
use for them is Valentine’s Day, when
baked goods trump candy in the hearts
of most foodies.
If you, as a midterm-preparing col¬
lege student probably living in a dorm,
don’t have the resources or time to make
red velvets from scratch, buying vanilla
or chocolate cupcake mix and dressing

LYDIA O’BRIEN

STAFF WRITER

With or without cream cheese frost¬
ing, red velvet cupcakes have become
the creme de la creme of modern cup¬
cake world. They are coveted like jew¬
els in a designer collection, revered as if
they were offerings to a sweet-toothed
God, and bought by frenzied bakery
buffs as if the cakes were tulips in seven¬
teenth-century Holland.
Like any in-demand product, red
velvets are decidedly overrated. Devo¬
tees may gasp when they learn the scar¬
let truth behind their favorite dessert, if
they haven’t already, but were it not for
the few drops of red food coloring that
go into the batter bowl, the treats would
simply be not-so-chocolatey chocolate
cupcakes in an identity crisis.

up the batter with red food coloring
is an alternative. Red velvets are very
easy to make from scratch generally,
though. Post-Valentine’s Day, make
them at home during February break
and you’ll have a nice set of red “car¬
pet” cupcakes just in time for Oscar
night.
For the holiday, though, dollop ex¬
tra red or pink icing on top of the cup¬
cake to draw a heart, sprinkle on some
heart candy, or decorate Cordon Bleu
style with sliced strawberries, and you
will elevate the red velvets to Valentine
status.
And once the delectable consisten¬
cy hits you like an arrow from Cupid’s
bow, the trickster cupcakes will prob¬
ably charm you into thinking they re¬
ally are better than chocolate.
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Punch “best restaurants in Bruns¬
wick” into the Google search box and
one of the first options that flashes be¬
fore your eyes is Frontier, a sleek, socializing-oriented restaurant and bar repre¬
senting a plethora of world cultures.
Part of Frontier’s motto is “Go
Beyond,” which refers to the founder’s
mission to create “a destination where
people could gather to enjoy and ex¬
plore food, film, music, and art inspired
by the world,” according to the Frontier
website. Michael Gilroy, the founder of
Brunswick’s restaurant-meets-art-space,
was inspired to make his business “rem¬
iniscent of a traveler’s crossroads” after
his own travels as an expedition leader
in several world countries.
Like Frontier’s culturally dynamic
environment, its menu is nicely varied.
In accordance with the theme of trav¬
elling and crossroads, it encompasses
numerous world cuisines, including
Italian, French, Mediterranean, Indian,
Spanish, and upscale American fare.
Meats such as Jamaican jerk chicken,
German bratwurst, and Thai ginger
chicken also populate the menu, and
General Tso represents China in a veg¬
etarian tofu dish.
Vegetarian and vegans are, in fact,
well taken care of at Frontier. Don’t be
fooled by the small number of entrees
under “Vegetarian and Vegan;” even
though there are only four dishes listed
here, entrees for herbivores are scattered
throughout the whole menu. These
range from fish instead of chicken tacos
for pescatarians to full-on vegetarian
soups, salads, sandwiches, and “MarketPlates.”
MarketPlates are Frontier’s homage
to open food markets around the world,
each plate representing one country
with various small bites of meats, chees¬
es, and bread and spread combinations.
For example, the French MarketPlate
boasts a baguette spread with grainy
mustard accompanied by Brie, ham
a la French style, and other treats for
Francophiles. The Middle Eastern Mar¬
ketPlate, by contrast, brings together
falafel, feta cheese, red pepper hummus,
and tzatziki sauce on grilled pita bread,
catering to the vegetarian crowd.

Gluten-free dishes are denoted on
the menu as well. All of Frontier’s de¬
licious sandwich, wrap, and burger op¬
tions can be made on gluten-free bread,
and even non-celiacs are presented with
several enticing bread choices.
The Frontier Burger is “scrumdiddlyumptious,” raves first-year Bailey
Stonecipher, who ordered the house
burger that came with fancy hand-cut
fries.
First-year Hannah Gottlieb had a
similar response to her mozzarella, to¬
mato, and spinach sandwich, which on
a surface of pesto-covered grilled naan
bread becomes the most superior sand¬
wich in the world.
“My meal was delicious. It was great
to get off campus and go to a restaurant
where I could enjoy some amazing food
in a relaxed atmosphere with friends,”
Gottlieb gushed.
The plate of chicken tacos, when it
arrived steaming-hot at the table, also
proved superior to tacos at most restau¬
rants. Three blue corn hard taco shells
wrapped Jamaican jerk chicken and let¬
tuce inside them like a culinary present,
and the accompaniments of spicy man¬
go salsa and sweet onions were (excuse
the mixed-food-metaphor) the ultimate
cherry on top.
The jerk chicken was tender and
seasoned perfectly, neither bland nor
overly spicy. The warm and crunchy
blue corn shells were a nice alternative
to white flour soft shells, which are also
available. The fresh mango salsa, its fla¬
vor bursting with a nice kick to it, took
center stage as the best part of the dish
and dimmed the lights on the chicken
act.
At Frontier, it’s hard not to lick the
plate clean, whatever cuisine is repre¬
sented on it. The menu is somewhat
reasonably priced. Entrees range from
$9-$25, the least expensive options be¬
ing entree salads, sandwiches, and burg¬
ers, with steak and other meat entrees
occupying the expensive end of the
spectrum.
Anyone seeking to create as many
combinations between the flavors of
Europe, the Mediterranean, and Asia
should cross over the Lewiston-Brunswick line to explore Frontier’s impres¬
sive fusion of world cuisines.
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For the cupcakes:

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Line 2 muffin/cupcake pans with cup¬
cake papers.
2. In a medium bowl, combine
flour, sugar, baking soda, salt, and co¬
coa powder. (Use a sifter if possible.)
3. In a large mixing bowl, beat
together oil, buttermilk, eggs, food
coloring, and vanilla with a handheld
mixer.
4. Add the dry ingredients to the

large mixing bowl. Mix together until
combined.
5. Fill each cupcake paper with the
batter, about 2/3 of the way full. Bake
for 20-22 minutes, rotating the pans
halfway through, until a toothpick placed
into a cupcake comes out clean. Cool
cupcakes before frosting.

For the frosting:

1. Beat cream cheese, butter,
and vanilla together with the hand¬
held mixer until smooth.
2. Add the confectioner’s sugar
and beat on low speed until com¬
bined. Beat on higher speed until the
frosting is light and fluffy.
3. Frost cupcakes and enjoy!

Sources:
http://www.foodnetwork.com/recipes/paula-deen/red-velvet-cupcakes-with-cream-cheese-frosting-recipe/index.html
http://www.gilttaste.com/stories/2290-the-unknown-history-of-red-velvet-cake
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Men’s Squash

Mens squash has
2-1 week, takes
third at NESCACs
ALEX HENRIE
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

The men’s squash team made an
appearance in the NESCAC semifinals
over the weekend, eventually settling for
an impressive third place finish in the
conference tournament.
Bates began the tournament in the
quarterfinals against Wesleyan.
Led by freshman Ahmed Abdel
Khalek, the Bobcats easily took down
the Cardinals by a score of 7-2.
Khalek won in straight sets, 11 -6,
11-2, 11-5.
Bates also won 3-0 decisions at
the No. 3 through No. 8 positions in a
dominating performance.
Senior captain Walter Cabot, senior
R.J. Keating, sophomore Andy Can¬
non, sophomore Nabil Saleem, fresh¬
man Filip Michalsky, and freshman
Caran Arora all won their matches.
The win against Wesleyan moved
the Bobcats into the semifinals, where
they squared off with the Ephs of Wil¬
liams College, seeded second in the
tournament.
The skill of Bates’ freshman class
was on full display in the match; the
freshman trio of Khalek, Michalsky,
and Arora were the only players to score
wins in the match.
Khalek, playing No. 1, won easily
in three sets, 11-3, 11-7, 11-3, while
Michalsky and Arora both won four set
matches playing at No. 7 and No. 8, re¬
spectively.
Cabot said, “we had hopes of beat¬
ing Williams, and were pretty disap¬

pointed it didn’t happen. Were definite¬
ly looking forward to getting another
shot at Williams in nationals, it’s always
a lot of fun playing them.”
Despite the disappointment of
missing out on the conference finals, the
Bobcats were still able to regroup for the
third place game against Middlebury.
Avenging losses in the NESCAC
tournament in 2011 and 2012, the
men’s squash team flattened the Pan¬
thers on Sunday, taking the match 7-2
to clinch a third-place finish in the
league.
Led by Khalek, the Bobcats, seeded
#3 in the tournament, took down the
Panthers, who were ranked #4.
Khalek scored an easy 11-6, 11-3,
11-7 victory at the No. 1 spot, continu¬
ing his outstanding freshman season.
Scoring four-set wins were junior
Kristian Muldoon at No. 2 (15-13,
7-11, 13-11, 11-6) and senior captain
Walter Cabot at No. 3 (11-5, 4-11, 117, 11-9).
Sophomore Andy Cannon (playing
at No. 5) and freshman Filip Michalsky
(playing at No. 7) also notched wins.
“Beating Middlebury 7-2 made the
tournament a little sweeter,” said Cabot,
also adding “it’s good to see that we’re
coming into form at the end of the sea»
son.
Having won five of their last seven
matches, the Bobcats (12-9) will travel
to Colby to play their final team match
of the season on Wednesday at 6 PM.
The team will then have some time
off to prepare for individual and team
nationals.

BOBCAT
OF THE

WEEK

AVRIL DUNLEA1

■

Sophomore Avrii Dunleavy had
her best stretch of the season over
the weekend at the Colby Carnival,
taking home two top-five finishes to
help lead the women’s Alpine team
to a third place finish out of thirteen
teams.
On Friday, the Dunleavy finished
a career-best fourth of 64 competi¬
tors in the women’s giant slalom,
posting runs of 53.42 and 53.60.
Dunieavy came back on Satur¬
day and powered her way to fifth in
the slalom in a combined time of
1:30.75, just .05 behind the fourth
place finisher.
Dunleavy is on pace for a second
NCAA Championship appearance in
her brief Bates career.

COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF
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Men’s and Women’s Nordic Skiing

Start Your Career in Accounting.

Mens and womens
Nordic skiing finish sixth
at UVM Carnival
ALEX HENRIE
MANAGING SPORTS EDITOR

The D'Amore-McKim M$ in Accounting/
MBA for non-accounting majors:
* Earn two degrees In fust I S months.
* Complete a 3»month paid residency at a leading
accounting firm.
* History of !O0% job placement

Led by junior Jordan Buetow, the
Bates men’s Nordic team finished sixth
out of sixteen teams in the UVM Carni¬
val over the weekend.
Buetow finished third out of 72
competitors in the men’s 10K freestyle
race, earning his second podium finish
in the last three weeks with a time of
25:12.1.
Bates finished 18.5 points behind
Williams and bested St. Lawrence by 21
points to claim sixth place.
Senior captain Lucas Milliken had
the best finish of his career, placing 10th
in the 10k with a time of26:02.8. Fresh¬
man Corky Harrer was the final Bobcat
to score on the day, finishing 29th in a
time of 26:46.1.
On Sunday, Buetow finished tied

for 12th place in the 10K classical tech¬
nique race in the finale of the UVM
Carnival.
Buetow finished the course in
28:57.1, and tied with Harvard’s Chris
Stock for 12th among 69 competitors.
Junior Alex Hamilton was next to
finish, coming in 32nd place in a time of
29:49.5, while junior Sean Woods fin¬
ished not far behind him in 34th, cross¬
ing the line in a time of 29.52.3.
The women were led by sopho¬
more Hallie Grossman, who continued
her strong season by finishing 20th in
the womens 5K freestyle in a time of
15:00.2.
Grossman said, “It was a weekend
for a lot of learning. There was not
much snow, which made the course fast
and icy and the corners a bit treacherous.
She was followed across the line by

senior captain Gretchen Sellegren and
freshman Margaret Pope.
Sellegren finished 28'1' in a time of
15:13.4, while Pope finished 33rd in a
time of 15:23.0.
On Sunday, freshman Jane McLarney led the women in the 10K classic,
finishing 27th out of 75 competitors
with a time of 35:24.0.
Sellegren again finished second
amongst Bates skiers, ending up 31st in
a time of 35:58.8. Grossman rounded
out the Bates scoring by finishing one
spot behind, in 32nd.
“We really want to have a top three
finish this season,” said Grossman, “I
think it’s doable if we all have great
races.”
Both teams will take part in the
Dartmouth Carnival on February 8th
and 9th.
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Wien’s and Women’s Swimming & Diving

Maine event looms on
horizon for swimming
and diving
KYLE OLEHNIK
STAFF WRITER

Although multiple individuals and
relay teams took the spotlight and re¬
corded some of their fastest times of
the year, Bates Swimming & Diving
struggled against competition down in
Wellesley, Mass. Both squads took on
fellow NESCAC foe Connecticut Col¬
lege and the women competed against
non-conference opponent Wellesley.
The women finished behind both in
scoring, while the men lost to Conn.
College.
For the men, sophomore Andrew
Briggs had arguably his best meet of his
career, posting lifetime bests in the 50
and 100-yard breaststroke events, and
ultimately winning in the 50. Fellow
sophomore Andrew Hillsberg swam
against some tough competition, but
had his best time this year in the 500yard freestyle.
Some of the upperclassmen got in
on the action as well. Senior Andrew
Buehler posted a team best for the 200
backstroke and 200 freestyle while the
200-yard freestyle relay team led by se¬
nior Nick Karlson posted their fastest
times since December.

“This meet is usually pretty tough
for us because our coach has been push¬
ing us hard in practice for the past two
weeks in preparation for resting for the
NESCAC meet,” noted Karlson. “I
think were set up nicely to drop a lot
of time and surprise a bunch of teams
when we get back to racing in three
weeks.”
Mike Hanley, one of the senior
leaders of this squad, also had a success:
fill meet, posting the second fastest time
on Bates in the 200-yard freestyle relay.
Bates dominated the diving events,
with first-year Porter Harrast winning
the 1-meter diving event and senior
captain Travis Jones edging Harrast for
first in the 3-meter diving competition.
With the Maine Event coming up
as well as NESCACs, these results for
Hanley and company only meant great
things.
“The Maine event actually isn’t a
scored event like other meets. It started
out as just a last chance meet for swim¬
mers to get a shot at their events before
championships to try and improve their
seed times or to just get the feel of rac¬
ing one last time,” added Hanley. “Now
as the team is larger, it acts as the final
meet for those swimmers who won’t be

COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF
COMMUNICATIONS AND MEDIA
RELATIONS

attending NESCACs as we are only al¬
lowed 24 athletes per team.”
For the women’s squad, it was a dif¬
ferent story. Senior Catherine Sparks
was the only female swimmer for the
‘cats to win an event, the 50-yard breast¬
stroke in 31.03.
“This meet was tough. I wouldn’t
have won my event without the support
of the team behind me,” noted Sparks.
“Conn, and Wellesley have really fast
competitors and we didn’t rest or hold
back the week leading up to the meet,”
she added.
Bojjcat first year Whitney Paine
took second in both the 50 back (28.53)
and the 100 back (1:00.96).
The Swimming/Diving teams re¬
turn to the pool February 9th at Colby
in the Maine Event, followed by the
NESCAC championships over Febru¬
ary break.

Women’s Squash

Women’s squash finishes
fourth in NESCAC
Championships
ALEX HENRIE
MAMAGING SPORTS EDITOR

The Bates women’s squash team
made it to the NESCAC tournament
semifinals over the weekend, before
settling for a fourth place finish in the
conference.
The Cats, seeded fourth, started
their weekend with an 8-1 blowout of
Amherst, who was seeded fifth.
Every Bates player in positions
1 through 8 won their match, led by
dominating performances from sopho¬
more Nesrine Ariffin at No. 1 (15-13,
11-4, 11-6), senior Cheri-Ann Parris at
No. 2, (11-5, 11-6, 11-8), and sopho¬
more Chloe Mitchell at No. 4 (11-3,
11-9, 11-5).
Sophomore Myriam Kelly won
a five-set battle at No. 3, 11-5, 11-7,
9-11,9-11, 11-7.
Following the easy quarterfinal win,
the Bobcats then took on top-seeded
Trinity in the semifinals.
The result was an identical 8-1
score, with the Bobcats on the losing
end of the scoreboard.
Junior Samantha Matos was the
only player to take home a win on the
day; she won a four-set match at No. 9,
11-8, 15-13, 7-11, 11-5.
The top eight in the Bates lineup
all lost 3-0 decisions to the powerful
Bantams, who would go on to take the

It’s hard to imagine what else six¬
time All-American David Pless can ac¬
complish as his incredible career en¬
ters its final chapter, but at the Terrier
Invitational last weekend, Pless broke
61 feet in the shot put for the first time
in his career.
Pless, a senior from Atlanta, Geor¬
gia, already owned the Bates shot put
record, but broke his previous record by
six inches.
Pless also smashed the event
weight throw record, breaking former
teammate Chris Murtagh’s record by
a whopping 18 inches. Pless won the
event with a distance of 62 feet and 1
V4 inches.
LePage, also a senior captain, won
two events of his own. He broke the
meet record in the 600 meters by over
a second, finishing in 1:21.14. He also
had a hand in the 4x800 "Blackout Re¬
lay” team, which broke the 30-year-old
meet record by over a second, finishing
in 7:52.83.
LePage ran the anchor leg of the re¬
lay, slamming on the door on runner-up
USM.

NESCAC title for the seventh time in
a row.
As was the case with the men’s team,
the women faced off against Middlebury in the third place game after falling
in the semifinals.
The Panthers were too much for
Bates on Sunday, as the Bobcats went
down in a tough 6-3 match.
Bates’ top three players were the
only ones to take home wins in the
match. Sophomore Nessrine Ariffin
won a straight sets decision, 13-11, 119, 11-5, while senior Cheri-Ann Par¬
ris and sophomore Myriam Kelly both
won in four. Parris dropped the first set
before rattling off three in a row to win
8-11, 11-2, 11-4, 11-8, while Kelly sur¬
vived a mini-run from her opponent to
win 11-5, 10-12, 11-4, 11-6.
Middlebury won every match be¬
tween No. 4 and No. 9, although junior
Rakey Drammeh went five sets in her
match at No. 7 and sophomore Lesea
Bourke, freshman Lauren Williams,
senior Ali Bragg, and junior Samantha
Matos all lost in four sets.
The Lady Cats will travel to Waterville on Wednesday to take on the
Mules of Colby College.

COURTESY PHOTO/OFFICE OF
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Men’s track runs away with Maine State
Championship, women take second
AJ DEBENEDICTIS
STAFF WRITER

The men’s and women’s track teams
competed last Saturday at the Maine
State Championships in what turned
out to be a historic night for the Bob¬
cats. Both teams enjoyed immense suc¬
cess as the men’s team cruised to victory,
while the women’s team finished in sec¬
ond, scoring 185.6 points to narrowly
edge out Colby for second place. Bowdoin claimed the women’s state cham¬
pionship.
The Bates men finished with 207
points, easily besting second place Bowdoin who finished on 139 points.
Part of the reason for the men’s
and womens success was the individual
prowess of several Bobcats who broke
record during the meet. Four Bates re¬

cords fell on the day, two of which came
from two time national champion Da¬
vid Pless.
Pless walked away with the Most
Valuable Field Athlete award for the
second year in a row at the meet, as he
broke both the shot put and hammer
throw records. Pless’s weight toss of 62
feet and 1 14 inches was good enough to
break former teammate Chris Murtagh’s
record by an outrageous 18 inches.
Pless’s shot-put toss of 58 feet 10 and 14
inches also broke his own record, which
he set last year at this event.
Not to be outdone, fellow senior
James LePage also broke two records in
his events. Lepage won the 600 with a
time of 1:21:14, just breaking the for¬
mer record of 1:22.2, set in 2010. The
fourth and final record was broken dur¬
ing the 4x800 “Blackout Relay”. This

race takes place with little to no lighting
to commemorate the 2001 meet that
took place at Bates College where the
lights went off during the race.
The blackout relay is coolest race
ever, I’ve never seen a race with so much
energy from the competitors and sup¬
porters,” said sophomore Charley Ken¬
yon. “There’s so many people lining the
track, everyone’s cheering and loud the
entirety of the race.”
The four-man team of LePage, firstyear Gregg Heller, junior Mark McCau¬
ley, and sophomore John Stansel won
the race and posted a time of 7:52.83,
beating Colby’s 30 year old record of
7:53.94.
“Our coach told us that never be¬
fore have so many records fallen in the
same meet, let alone from the same
team,” Kenyon said. “We broke a record

* Southern Maine
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of breaking records, which is awesome.”
Junior Mike Martin won the 3,000
meter run for the second straight year
with a time of 8:43.22. Fellow junior
John Wisener captured the state pole
vault title with a 14-7.25 foot jump.
Sophomore Eric Wainman took the
high jump with at 6-4 effort while Bates
also claimed first place in the 4x400 re¬
lay with a time of 3:28.68.
Sophomore Sean Enos is next in
line to continue Bates’ hold on the most
valuable field athlete award by placing
second in both the shot put and weight
throw to Pless. First-year Nick Margitza took third in the shot to complete a
Bates sweep in the event.
Other notable performances on
the women’s side included senior Bud
Arens, who won two events on the
day. Arens took the 800 with a time of
2:19.12, and the mile with a time of
5:07.05. Arens finished with 20 points
on the night.
Fellow senior Ansley Flanagan won
the high jump with a performance of
5 feet, 1 % inches. To cap off the suc¬
cessful meet, the 4x200 relay team of
Flanagan, sophomore Quincy Snellings,

junior Angeleque Hartt, and freshman
Alexis Dickinson also finished in first
with a time of 1:46.94.
Sophomore Colby Gail showed off
her versatility with a second place finish
in the high jump, third place finish in
the weight throw, and a fifth place finish
in the shot put.
First-year Alexis Dickinson broke
her own young Bates record in the 60
meter dash with a time of 8.09 which
was good for second overall. The 60
meter dash replaced the 55 meter dash
last year.
The men’s and women’s teams will
be back in action this Friday, as they
take part in the Valentine Invitational at
Boston University.
“Our next goal is to win the New
England Championship Meet, which
we are hosting this year,” Kenyon said.
“We won it last year for the first time
and we are looking forward to defend¬
ing the title.”
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Mens Basketball

Womens Basketball

Women’s hoops falls to Mens basketball falls to 1st place
Amherst, wins shootout Amherst, clobbers Trinity
with Trinity on weekend
road trip
DOUG STEINBERG
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

DOUG STEINBERG
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR

Bates women’s basketball continued
their strong season by playing hard in
a 79-52 loss to No. 4 ranked Amherst
before defeating Trinity 82-77 in an
impressive offensive performance. The
weekend moves Bates to 11-10 overall,
and 4-5 in the NESCAC conference,
which is good for fifth place.
Bates faced an extremely tough task
in traveling to face the undefeated, firstplace Amherst Lord Jeffs. Amherst was
able to jump out to a quick lead, and
while Bates kept pace for much of the
game, they could not chip away at the
Lord Jeffs’ lead.
Sophomore guard Molly Brown led
the Bobcats in scoring with 10 points,
including 2-4 from three-point range.
Senior guard and captain Allie Beau¬
lieu and sophomore forward Allaina
Murphy both led the team with five
rebounds. Additionally, senior forwards
and co-captains Brianna Hawkins and
Taryn O’Connell each added seven
points for the Bobcats
Bates was dominated throughout
the game on the boards, as Amherst
achieved a 38-26 advantage in rebound¬
ing. Amherst also hit an otherworldly 9
of 17 three-point shots, and their accu¬
racy from behind the arc proved to be
the deciding factor in the game.
The Bobcats rebounded from their
loss on Friday by winning a shootout
with the Trinity Bantams on Saturday.
O’Connell set the tone of the game
early by draining back-to-back threepointers, the first of ten triples that
Bates would hit on the day. Hot jump

shooting would propel Bates through¬
out the game, as the Bobcats shot 44%
overall from the field and 56% from
three-point range. Bates also shot an
impressive 89% from the free-throw
line.
With five minutes remaining in the
first half and Bates trailing the Bantams
by a slim 25-22 margin, Beaulieu hit
two three-pointers (two of her five on
the day) that gave the Bobcats a lead
that they would not surrender again.
Beaulieu led the Bobcats in scoring with
17 points on 5-7 shooting.
O’Connell and Brown each contrib¬
uted 15 points, with Brown also leading
the team with seven rebounds. Junior
guard Meredith Kelly also chipped in
with 14 points.
The Bantams mounted one last
charge late in the second half, cutting
the Bobcats’ lead to 67-63 with three
minutes remaining. However, at this
point Bates took advantage of their freethrow shooting prowess, and drew foul
after foul from the Bantams. Bates’ last
15 points came from the charity stripe,
and the Bobcats prevailed 82-77.
“We surpassed the Bates [Student’s]
predictions of being ‘stock down’ this
week and we’re looking forward to play¬
ing Hamilton at home this weekend,”
commented Beaulieu, “A win would
mean a home NESCAC playoff game,
and we would love the continued sup¬
port from our Bates community.”
Bates will play host to the Hamilton
Continentals on Friday in Alumni gym,
with the fourth seed in the NESCAC
tournament at stake.

Bates men’s basketball had a good
road trip this weekend, performing
well in an 86-69 loss to the undefeated
10th ranked Amherst Lord Jeffs before
unleashing a 72-55 domination of the
Trinity Bantams. By splitting the twogame road trip, the Bobcats move into
eighth place in the NESCAC.
This is the first time in program his¬
tory that Bates has defeated Trinity on
the road in a NESCAC game.
Against Amherst on Friday, the Bob¬
cats were flying out of the gate, opening
on a 15-4 run behind hot shooting. Ju¬
nior guard and captain Luke Mattarazo,
sophomore guard Graham Safford, and
senior captain Mark Brust combined to
hit four of seven three point attempts
in the first half. Brust led the Bobcats
in scoring with eighteen points, while
also contributing five rebounds and five
assists, while Matarazzo added thirteen
points.
While Bates took a one-point 38-37
lead into halftime, they proved unable
to contain Amherst’s prolific offense in
the second half. Interior scoring from
senior center and captain Ed Bogdanov¬
ich, who scored fourteen points for the
Bobcats, temporarily kept Bates on pace
with Amherst. However, the Lord Jeffs
went on a 10-0 with about eight min¬
utes remaining to take a 70-58 lead, and
never relinquished control of the game.
A late Bates charge proved to be
too little, too late, and the Bobcats fell
86-69. When asked about the game,
Matarazzo commented, “We played
great against Amherst in the first half,
but they just made more plays and took
advantage of our mental lapses in transi¬
tion in the second.”
“Although we didn’t get the out¬
come we wanted, I think we made a

statement to the league that we are a
true contender in the NESCAC after
starting the game up 15-4 and having
the lead at half,” added Bogdanovich.
On Saturday, Bates traveled to Trin¬
ity to face the Bantams in a game that
the Bobcats needed to win to keep their
postseason hopes alive.
Against the Bantams, Bates took an
early lead behind efforts from Safford
(12 points), Bogdanovich (11 points),
and Brust. Brust again led the Bobcats
in scoring with sixteen points on 7-11
shooting from the field.
The Bobcats were simply too tal¬
ented for the Bantams, especially in the
backcourt, as Bates’ guards were effec¬
tive in penetrating toward the rim, and
Bates led 32-22 at the half.
“Against Trinity, we knew our
season was on the line, and we never
stopped attacking. Teams always want
to be playing their best ball at the end
of the year come playoff time, and that
is exactly what we are doing,” explained
Matarazzo.
In the second half, the Bobcats were
propelled by stifling defense and impec¬
cable free throw shooting. The Bobcats
shot an impressive 25 of 28 from the
line overall, and the Bantams never even
came within 10 points of the Bobcats’
lead for the remainder of the game. The
Bobcats ultimately won 72-55.
“It was great to see the effort against
Amherst carry over into Saturday’s game
against Trinity,” commented Bogdanov¬
ich, “We got an early lead in the game
and never looked back. It’s great to see
that we’re starting to peak at the right
time of the season and I don’t think any
team in the NESCAC would want to
run into us in the playoffs.”
With the win, the Bobcats are a
game within fifth place in the NES¬
CAC. A fifth place finish would mean
Bates would avoid the three-headed
monster of Amherst, Williams, and

Middlebury in the first round of the
NESCAC playoffs. All three teams are
currently ranked in the top 10 nation¬
ally.
The win moves Bates to 9-13 (36) on the season. Bates’ last NESCAC
game before the playoffs will come
when the Bobcats host Hamilton Col¬
lege on Friday in Alumni Gym.
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