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Juvenilia (Vols I-III) December 1786 - June 3, 1793 . Specific dates are conjectured, see  Juvenilia (xxviii-xxix) the “lost years” (1805-1809)

APPENDIX II: Timeline: Jane Austen’s Reading Culture
This timeline is constructed using information from Deirdre Le Faye’s Chronology, appearing in the Cambridge editions of the novels, as well as the editor’s notes to the novels and Le Faye’s fourth edition of Jane Austen’s Letters. 

Edgar & EmmaI

Amelia Webster I

Frederic and Elfrida I

Sir William Montague I

Memoirs of Mr. Clifton I

The Mystery I

The beautifull Cassandra I (after Aug)

Henry and Eliza I (early Dec / late Jan 1789)

The Visit I

Jack and Alice I

The Adventures of Mr. Harley I

Love and Freindship II (June 13)

The History of England II (Nov 26)

Evelyn III  (Nov-Dec)

The Three Sisters I (Dec?)

Lesley Castle II (spring)

Catharine, or the Bower III (May 6-Aug)

A Collection of Letters II (autumn)

The female philosopher II (Jan-June)

The first Act of a Comedy II (Jan-June)

A Letter from a Young Lady II (Jan-June)

A Tour through Wales II (Jan-June)

A Tale II (Jan-June)

A fragment I (June 2)

A beautiful description I (June 2)

The Generous Curate I ( June 2)

Ode to Pity I (June 3)

 Autumn—JA possibly writes LS JA probably writes E&M October—JA begins FI
August— FI finished; Mr. Austen offers to Tho. Cadell; rejected sight 
unseen

November—JA begins converting E&M to S&S
 JA probably begins Susan (NA) summer—JA finishes Susan (NA) winter—JA revises Susan (NA) spring—JA sells Susan to Benjamin Crosby; he promises to publish by 

1804 JA probably writes W April—JA attempts to secure publication of Susan(see letters 68 (D and A), 
p. 182-3) winter—S&S accepted by Thomas Egerton

Feb—JA plans MP
Oct 30— S&S published
Winter(?)— JA starts revising FI into P&P

autumn—JA sells copyright of P&P to Egerton (see letter #77, p. 205)
Jan. 28— P&P published, JA halfway through MP.
July(?)— JA finishes MP
Nov(?)— MP accepted by Egerton

Jan. 21— JA commences E
May 9— MP published

March 29— E finished
Aug. 8— JA starts The Elliots (P)
December— E published by Murray (dedicated to HRH the PR)

Feb. 19— second ed. MP
spring— Henry buys back Susan,JA revises into NA
July 18— first draft of P 
Aug 6— Pcompleted

Jan. 27— JA begins S
March 18— S abandoned
December—NA and P published together, by Murray, with a “Biograph-
ical Notice” added by Henry

Austen’s Sources
The Seasons published The Female Quixote published A Father’s Legacy to His Daughters published Cecelia and Adèle et Théodore published The Task published A Simple Story and The Romance of the Forest published Mary De-Clifford published The Mysteries of Udolpho published Camilla and Children of the Abbey published Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex published Strictures on the Modern System of Female Education published Marmion published Cœlebsin Search of a Wife published The Lady of the Lake published The Giaour published The Corsair published

Austen’s Life

JA born Dec. 16 winter—Eliza marries de Feuillide Christmas—the family puts on Matilda (Claire Tomalin)
JA and CEA stay for some months in Oxford and then go to school in 
Southampton
JA owns Fables choisies (Tomalin)

Jane at home again(?)
July: family puts on The Rivals(?) (Tomalin)
Samuel Johnson dies, JA possibly starts reading his essays in the Ram-
bler(?) (Tomalin)

spring—JA and CEA go to the Abbey House School in Reading December—JA and CEA have come back to Steventon from school
Berquin books given to Jane? (Tomalin 48)

Dec. 26 and 28: family puts on Centlivre’s comedy The Wonder—A 
Woman Keeps A Secret! Eliza proposed Which is the Man? By Hannah 
Cowley but it was eventually rejected. 

summer—JA and CEA take a trip to Kent and London w/ parents
March 22—family puts on Tom Thumb
 Christmas: the family puts on High Life Below Stairs and The Sultan.

January—The Loiterer begins, James also reprinted essays in the Annual 
Register. Winter(?)—CEA becomes engaged to Rev. Tom Fowle Jan 23—Fanny born; April 15—Anna born Feb 22—Eliza’s husband guillotined in Paris December—Tom Lefroy visits Ashe Rectory, he and JA have a flirtation 

over the Christmas holidays
Nov.—Mrs. Austen takes daughters to Bath
Feb—Tom Fowle dies at sea Mr. Austen decides to retire and move to Bath

May—the family leave Steventonfor Bath, and then go for a seaside 
holiday in the West Country. JA’s “WC romance” presumably occurs 
between now and autumn 1804.

December—JA receives a proposal from Harris Bigg-Wither; she ac-
cepts him and then changes her mind the next morning November—the Austens visit Lyme Regis summer—The Austens visit Lyme Regis again

Jan 21—Mr. Austen dies and is buried in Bath
Martha begins living with the Austen women in summer; Jane helped 
Anne Sharp and the children act at Gm, putting on a play called “Virtue 
Rewarded,” and The Spoiled Child.

July 2—Austens leave Bath, visiting Clifton, Adlestrop, Stoneleigh, and 
Hamstall Ridware, before settling in Southampton in the autumn. 

JA makes a possible reference to a proposal by Edward Bridges; JA 
takes part in a staging/reading of The School for Scandal (1777) at 
Manydown Park; Oct 10—JA’s sister-in-law Elizabeth dies in childbirth.

July 7—Austen women and Martha move to Chawton
see letter #121, p. 304, and p. 448, reference to a possible proposal from 
Mr. Seymour
Mrs. Austen read Waverly and preferred it to any but Jane’s works

Oct 4—Henry takes JA to London, he falls ill and she stays longer than 
anticipated
Nov 13—JA visits Carleton House and receives an invitation to dedicate 
a future work to the PR

spring—JA’s health starts to fail. 
May 24—CEA takes JA to Winchester for medical attention. 
July 18—JA dies in early morning
July 24—JA is buried in Winchester Cathedral

Major Historical Events
 French Revolution begins with the storming of the Bastille on July 14. Feb 1—Republican France declares war on GB and Holland March 25—Peace of Amiens appears to bring the war w/ France to a May 18—Napoleon breaks the Peace of Amiens, war recommences Oct 21—Battle of Trafalgar June 17—America declares war on GB April 5—Napoleon abdicates and is exiled to Elba; Dec 24—Treaty of March—Napoleon escapes and resumes power in France; hostilities 

Jane Austen’s Letters
Literature And People

#1—Tom Jones: (Tom Lefroy, and white morning coat, also JA’s scan-
dalous behavior) (2, 369) #20—…& has heard that Evelina was written by Dr. Johnson (44, 382) #37—William Godwin: He is as raffish in his appearance as I would 

wish every Disciple of Godwin to be. (93, 391)
#39—Tristram Shandy: James is the delight of our lives; he is quite an 
Uncle Toby’s annuity to us. (97, 393)

#45—Letters from Mrs. Palmerstone to her Daughters, inculcating 
Morality by Entertaining Narratives (1803): Fanny was…the happiest 
Being in the World; she sent a private message to her Mama implying as 
much—”Tell Mama that I am quite Palmerstone!” (112, 396)

#50—Evelina: in that of Mde Duval—The Black Gentleman has cer-
tainly employed one of his menial imps to bring about this complete tho’ 
trifling mischief. (125)

#62—Johnson: But all this, as my dear Mrs. Piozzi says, is flight & 
fancy & nonsense—for my Master has his great casks to mind, & I have 
my little Children (162, 406)

#66—Cecelia; or, Memoirs of an Heiress (1782): Aunt Cassandras are quite 
as scarce as Miss Beverlys. (176, 409)

#75—…but our gatherings are very small—not at all like the Gathering 
in the Lady of the Lake. (202, 416)

#89—I am now alone in the Library, Mistress of all I survey—at least 
I may say so & repeat the whole pattern if I like it, without offence to 
anybody.—[ref. to William Cowper, Verses supposed to be written by 
Alexander Selkirk]. (238, 428)

#94—and hear him talk from Books (256, 432)
#97—The Tour of Dr. Syntax In Search of The Picturesque (1812): I 
have seen nobody in London yet with such a long chin as Dr. Syntax, 
nor Anybody quite so large as Gogmagoglicus. (267, 435)

#128—Like Capt. Mirvan to Mde Duval, “I wish it well over with him.” 
[Evelina] (314, 452)

#159—It is the Influence of Strength over Weakness indeed.—Galigai 
de Concini for ever & ever.—Adieu.—[explanation: Eleonore Galigai, 
a maid of honour of to Marie de Medicis, married Concino Concini, and 
was burned as a sorceress in 1617. When one of her judges asked her 
what charm she had put on her mistress, she replied: “Mon sortilege a 
été le pouvoir que les âmes fortes doivent avoir sur les esprits faibles.” 
Voltaire, Essai sur les Moeurs, ch. 175. JA may have owed her knowl-
edge to Lord Chesterfield (see his letter of 30 April (OS) 1752); or to 
Edgeworth’s The Absentee, ch. 3.] (357, 466)

#4—Camilla: “Tomorrow I will be just like Camilla in Mr. Dubster’s 
summer-house; for my Lionel will have taken away the ladder by which 
I came here, or at least by which I intended to get away, and here I must 
stay till his return. My situation, however, is somewhat preferable to 
hers, for I am very happy here, though I should be glad to get home by 

#22—Gulliver’s Travels: …Coach Horses; his friend Mr. Evelyn found 
them out & recommended them, & if the judgment of a Yahoo can ever 
be depended on, I suppose it may now, for I believe Mr. Evelyn has all 
his life thought more of Horses than of anything else. (48, 383)

#38—[Mrs. Piozzi?]: Now this, says my Master will be mighty dull. (94, 
392)

#39—Sir Charles Grandison: He has the laudable thirst I fancy for Trav-
elling, which in poor James Selby was so much reprobated (97, 393)

#50—But like my dear Dr. Johnson I believe I have dealt more in No-
tions than Facts. (126) #66—Homer, Ovid, Virgil: Edward’s verses are “just like” (177) #91—Sir Charles Grandison: Like Harriot Byron I ask, what am I to do 

with my Gratitude? (244, 429)

#95—He has more of Cowper than of Johnson in him, fonder of Tame 
Hares & Blank verse than of the full tide of human Existence at Charing 
Cross. (260, 433)

#105—It was one of my vanities, like your not reading Patronage. (283, 
440)

#5—Camilla: Give my love to Mary Harrison, & tell her I wish when-
ever she is attached to a young Man, some respectable Dr. Marchmont 
may keep them apart for five Volumes. (9, 372)

#92—I am sure he is clever & a Man of Taste. He got a vol. of Milton 
last night & spoke of it with Warmth. (250)

#96—Miss Lee I found very conversible; she admires Crabbe as she 
ought. (261)

#6—There are two Traits in her Character which are pleasing; namely, 
she admires Camilla, & drinks no cream in her Tea. (9)

#96—She introduced me to her daughter, whom I think pretty, but most 
dutifully inferior to La Mere Beauté. [Mme de Sevigne, Lettres. Miss 
Hamilton] (262, 433)

Reports Of Reading/Possession Of Books

#9—My father is now reading the ‘Midnight Bell,’ which he has got 
from the library (15, 374)

#21—Fitz-Albini: As for Fitzalbini, when I get home she shall have 
it, as soon as ever she will own that Mr. Elliot is handsomer than Mr. 
Lance—that fair Men are preferable to Black—for I mean to take every 
opportunity of rooting out her prejudices. (46)

#25—Les Veillees du Chateau (1784): Having just finished the first 
volume of les Veillees du Chateau, I think it a good opportunity for 
beginning a letter to you while my mind is stored with Ideas worth trans-
mitting. (57, 384)

#31—My father has got above 500 Volumes to dispose of. (77)
#39—He [James the servant] can read, & I must get him some books. 
Unfortunately he has read the 1st vol. of Robinson Crusoe. We have the 
Pinkards Newspaper however, which I shall take care to lend him. (99, 
393)

#44—Saunders letters [author untraced]: ...is any relation to the famous 
Saunders whose letters have been lately published! (109, 395)

#49—‘Alphonsine’ did not do. We were disgusted in twenty pages, as, 
independent of a bad translation, it has indelicacies which disgrace a 
pen hitherto so pure; and we changed it for the ‘Female Quixote,’ which 
now makes our evening amusement; to me a very high one, as I find the 
work quite equal to what I remembered it. Mrs. F.A., to whom it is new, 
enjoys it as one could wish; the other Mary, I believe, has little pleasure 

#52—Two Sermons (1808): I have read Mr. Jefferson’s case to Edward, 
and he desires to have his name set down for a guinea and his wife’s for 
another; but does not wish for more than one copy of the work. (132-3, 
400)

#64—Memoirs of an American Lady (1808): The American Lady improved 
as we went on—but still the same faults in part recurred. (171, 408) #72—Self-control: A Novel (1810): We have tried to get Self-Controul, 

but in vain.—I should like to know what her Estimate is but am always 
half afraid of finding a clever novel too clever—& of finding my own 
story & my own people all forestalled. (194, 413)

#76—Lady Maclairn, the Victim of Villany (1806): by Mrs Hunter 
[letter is joke to Anna, see entire] Anna and her aunt enjoyed ridiculing 
Lady Maclairn, the Victim of Villany (1806) by Rachel Hunter, who 
wrote as ‘Mrs. Hunter of Norwich’. (203, 417)

#78—Descriptive Travels in the Southern and Eastern Parts of Spain 
and the Balearic Isles, in the year 1809 (1811): she [Mrs. Austen] has 
got Sir John Carr’s Travels in Spain from Miss B. & I am reading a 
Society-Octavo [i.e. a book from the Alton Book Society], an Essay 
on the Military Police & Institutions of the British Empire (1810), by 
Capt. Pasley of the Engineers, a book which I protested against at first, 
but which upon trial I find delightfully written & highly entertaining. 
I am as much in love with the Author as I ever was with Clarkson or 
Buchanan [Thomas Clarkson, History of the Abolition of the African 
Slave Trade (1808). Claudius Buchanan, probably Christian Researches 
in Asia (1811).], or even the two Mr. Smiths of the city [James Smith 
and his brother Horatio, Rejected Addresses; or, The New Theatrum 
Poetarum (1812)—a collection of parodies of contemporary poets]. The 
first soldier I ever sighed for; but he does write with extraordinary force 
& spirit. (207, 418-9)

#81—Capt. Pasley’s book—too good for quarto vols: They will not un-
derstand a Man who condenses his Thoughts into an Octavo. (215, 422)

#97—The Heroine; or, Adventures of a Fair Romance-Reader (1813): I 
finished the Heroine last night & was very much amused by it. I wonder 
James did not like it better. It diverted me exceedingly. (266, 434)

#118—Rosanne; or, A Father’s Labour Lost (1814): We have got 
“Rosanne” in our Society, and find it much as you describe it; very good 
and clever, but tedious. Mrs. Hawkins’ great excellence is on serious 
subjects. There are some very delightful conversations and reflections on 
religion: but on lighter topics I think she falls into many absurdities; and, 
as to love, her heroine has very comical feelings. There are a thousand 
improbabilities in the story. Do you remember the two Miss Ormesdens, 
introduced just at last? Very flat and unnatural.— Mlle Cossart is rather 
my passion. (301, 447)

#137—You seem to be quite my own neice in your feelings towards 
Mde de Genlis. I do not think even now, at my sedate time of Life, read 
Olimpe et Theophile without being in a Rage. It really is too bad!—Not 
allowing them to be happy together, when they are married.—Don’t talk 
of it, pray. I have just lent your Aunt Frank the 1st vol. of Les Veillees 
du Chateau, for Mary Jane to read. It will be some time before she 
comes to the horror of Olympe.— (324, 456)

#150—We have been reading the “Poet’s Pilgrimage to Waterloo,” & 
generally with much approbation. Nothing will please all the world, you 
know; but parts of it suit me better than much that he has written before. 
The opening—the Proem I believe he calls it—is very beautiful. Poor 
man! One cannot but grieve for the loss of the Son so fondly described. 
Has he at all recovered it? What do Mr. and Mrs. Hill know of his pres-
ent state? [by Robert Southey (1816)] (342, 462)

#64—& I am going to send Marmion out with it [to Charles];—very generous 
in me, I think. (171, 408)

#12—We have got ‘Fitz-Albini,’ my father has bought it against my pri-
vate wishes, for it does not quite satisfy my feelings what we should pur-
chase the only one of Egerton’s works of which his family are ashamed. 
That these scruples, however, do not at all interfere with my reading it, 
you will easily believe. We have neither of us finished the first volume. 
My father is disappointed I am not, for I expected nothing better. Never 
did any book carry more internal evidence of its author. Every sentiment 
is completely Egerton’s. There is very little story, and what there istold 
in a strange, unconnected way. There are many characters introduced, 
apparently merely to be delineated. We have not been able to recognise 
any of them hitherto, except Dr. and Mrs. Hey and Mr. Oxenden, who is 
not very tenderly treated. (23, 376)

#26—wanting books: You distress me cruelly by your request about 
Books; I cannot think of any to bring with me, nor have I any idea of our 
wanting them. I come to you to be talked to, not to read or hear reading. 
(61)

#32—Unknown reference…perhaps Sarah Fielding’s The Governess; 
or, Little Female Academy (1741/1768), or Dorothy Kilner’s Anecdotes 
of a Boarding School (c. 1782),or the anonymous The Governess; or, 
The Boarding School Dissected (1785): Fanny shall have the Boarding-
school as soon as her Papa gives me an opportunity of sending it—& I 
do not know whether I may not by that time have worked myself up into 
so generous a fit as to give it to her for ever. (80, 389)

#47—An Enquiry into the Duties of the Female Sex (1797): I am glad 
you recommended ‘Gisbourne,’ for having begun, I am pleased with it, 
and I had quite determined not to read it. (117, 396)

#50—Clarentine: A Novel (1798): We are reading Clarentine, & are 
surprised to find how foolish it is. I remember liking it much less on 
a 2d reading than at the 1st & it does not bear a 3d at all. It is full of 
unnatural conduct and forced difficulties, without striking merit of any 
kind. (125-6)

#53—Ought I to be very much pleased with Marmion?—as yet I am not. 
James reads it aloud in the eveng—the short Eveng— (136, 401)

#64—Margiana; or, Widdington Tower: We are now in Margiana, & like it 
very well indeed. We are just going to set off for Northumberland to be shut 
up in Widdrington Tower, where there must be two or three sets of Victims 
already immured under a very fine Villain. (171, 408)

#74—Practical Piety (1811): —& they are all reading with delight Mrs. 
H. More’s recent publication (200, 415)

#81—Maria Edgeworth: The Clements are at home & are reduced to 
read. They have got Miss Edgeworth. I have disposed of Mrs. Gr to Mrs. 
Digweed (215, 422

#97—…& I have torn through the 3d vol. of the Heroine, & do not think 
it falls off. It is a delightful burlesque, particularly on the Radcliffe style. 
(267, 434)

#26—History of Great Britain (1771-93):I am reading Henry’s History 
of England, which I will repeat to you in any manner you may prefer, 
either in a loose, disultary, unconnected strain, or dividing my recital as 
the Historian divides it himself, into seven parts, The Civil & Military— 
Religion—Constitution—Learning& Learned Men—Arts & Sciences—
Commerce Coins & Shipping—& Manners;—So that for every evening 
of the week there will bea different subject; the Friday’s lot, Commerce, 
Coin, & Shipping, You will find the least entertaining; but the next 
Eveng’s portion will make amends. (61, 384)

#51—Letters from the Mountains, being the real correspondence of 
a Lady, between the years 1773 and 1807(1807): I recommend Mrs. 
Grant’s letters, as a present to the latter;—what they are about, nor how 
many volumes they form I do not know, having never heard of them but 
from Miss Irvine, who speaks of them as a new & much admired work, 
& as one which has pleased her highly. I have enquired for the book 
here, but find it quite unknown. (128, 399)

#54—Mr. Jefferson’s works: …I have now some money to spare, &…I 
wish to have my name put down as a subscriber to Mr. Jefferson’s 
works. My last letter was closed before it occurred to me how possible, 
how right, & how gratifying such a measure wd be. (138, 401)

#65—Revd Edward Cooper: Miss M. conveys to us a third volume of 
sermons from Hamstall, just published; & which we are to like better than 
the two others;—they are professedly practical, & for the use of Country 
Congregations. (174, 408)

#89—Fanny & I are to go on with Modern Europe together… (237, 428) #98—I have read the Corsair [The Corsair (1814)] (268)

#145—We do not much like Mr. Cooper’s new Sermons;—they are 
fuller of Regeneration & Conversion than ever—with the addition of 
his zeal in the cause of the Bible Society. [Revd Edward Cooper and his 
sermons] (336, 460)

#56—Letters from England; by Dom Manuel Alvarez Espriella 
(1807):We have got the 2d vol. of Espriella’s Letters, & I read it aloud 
by candlelight. The Man describes well, but is horribly anti-english. He 
deserves to be the foreigner he assumes. (147, 403)

#65—Woman; or, Ida of Athens (1809): We have got Ida of Athens by Miss 
Owenson; which must be very clever, because it was written as the Authoress 
says, in three months.—We have only read the Preface yet; but her Irish Girl 
does not make me expect much.—If the warmth of her Language could affect 
the Body, it might be worth reading in this weather. (173, 408)

#78—Upon Mrs. Digweed’s mentioning that she had sent the Rejected 
Addresses to Mr. Hinton, I began talking to her a little about them &ex-
pressed my hope of their having amused her. Her answer was, “Oh! dear, 
yes, very much;—very droll indeed;—the opening of the House!—& the 
striking up of the Fiddles!”—What she meant, poor Woman, who shall 
say?—I sought no farther.—The Papillons have now got the Book & 
like it very much; their neice Eleanor has recommended it most warmly 
to them. (207, 418-9)

#90—puts me in mind of St. Paul’s Shipwreck (239)
#108—Walter Scott has no business to write novels, especially good 
ones.—It is not fair.—He has Fame & Profit enough as a Poet, and 
should not be taking the bread out of other people’s mouths.—I do not 
like him, & do not mean to like Waverly if I can help it—but I fear I 
must. I am quite determined however not to be pleased with Mrs. West’s 
Alicia de Lacy, should I ever meet with it, which I hope I may not.—I 
think I can be stout against any thing written by Mrs. West. I have made 
up my mind to like no Novels really, but Miss Edgeworth’s, Yours & my 
own. (289, 441)

#124—The Field of Waterloo (1815): My Brother begs his Compts & 
best Thanks for your polite attention in supplying him with a copy of 
Waterloo. [to John Murray] (307, 450)

#14—subscriber to library: Cassandra’s name is given. (27)
#27—pamphlet on cow pox: Rice & Lucy made love, Mat: Robinson 
fell asleep, James & Mrs. Augusta alternately read Dr. Jenner’s pamphlet 
on the cow pox… (64, 385)

#36—I am more anxious to know the amount of my books, especially as 
they are said to have sold well. (88)

#51—Account of the Manners and Customs of Italy: We are reading 
Baretti’s other book, & find him dreadfully abusive of poor Mr. Sharpe. 
I can no longer take his part against you, as I did nine years ago. (129, 
399)

#57—A Father’s Instructions; consisting of Moral Tales, Fables, and Re-
flections, designed to promote the Love of Virtue (1768): A Dr. Percival, 
the son of a famous Dr. Percival of Manchester, who wrote Moral Tales 
for Edward to give to me. (151, 404)

#66—Cœlebs in Search of a Wife (1809):You have by no means raised my 
curiosity after Caleb;—My disinclination for it before was affected, but now 
it is real; I do not like Evangelicals.—Of course I shall be delighted when I 
read it, like other people—but till I do, I dislike it. (177, 409)

#91—I am looking over Self Control again, & my opinion is confirmed 
of its’ being an excellently-meant, elegantly-written Work, without 
anything of Nature or Probability in it. I declare I do not know whether 
Laura’s passage down the American River, is not the most natural, pos-
sible, every-day thing she ever does. (244)

#126—Paul’s Letters to his Kinsfolk (1815) My Brother returns Wa-
terloo, with many thanks for the Loan of it.—We have heard much of 
Scott’s account of Paris;—if it be not incompatible with other arrange-
ments, would you favor us with it…? (310, 451)

#14—My father reads Cowper in the evening, to which I listen when I 
can. (28)

#37—Mr. Bent seems bent upon being very detestable, for he values the 
books only at L70. (92)

#60—and Edward [jr.] equally intent over the ‘Lake of Killarney,’ twist-
ing himself about… (157, 405)

#67—Cœlebs: I am not at all ashamed about the name of the Novel, having 
been guilty of no insult towards your handwriting; the Dipthong I always 
saw, but knowing how fond you were of adding a vowel wherever you could, 
I attributed it to that alone—& the knowledge of the truth does the book no 
service;—the only merit it could have, was in the name of Caleb, which has 
an honest, unpretending sound; but in Coelebs, there is pedantry &affecta-
tion.—Is it written only to Classical Scholars? (179, 410)

#78—The Miss Sibleys want to establish a Book Society in their side of 
the Country, like ours. What can be a stronger proof of that superiority 
in ours over the Steventon & Manydown Society, which I have always 
foreseen & felt? And what are the Biglands & their Barrows, their 
Macartneys & Mackenzies, to Capt. Pas[John Bigland, perhaps History 
of Spain (1810) or System of Geography and History (1812). Sir John 
Barrow, editor of Journal of the Embassy to China (1807), by Lord Ma-
cartney. Sir George Steuart Mackenzie, Travels in Iceland (1811).] Essay 
on the Military Police of the British Empire, & the rejected Addresses? 
(208, 419)

#91—Southey’s Life of Nelson;—I am tired of Lives of Nelson, being 
that I never read any. I will read this however, if Frank is mentioned in 
it. (245, 430)

#108—I am very fond of Sherlock’s Sermons, prefer them to almost any. 
[Several Discourses preached at the Temple Church] (290, 442)

#127—He has lent us Miss Williams [A Narrative of the Events which 
have lately taken place in France (1815)] & Scott (312, 451)

#14—Mr. Austen purchases Boswell’s Life of Johnson (28)

#37—A Collection of Poems in Six Volumes by Several Hands: Ten 
shillings for Dodsley’s poems however please me to the quick, & I do 
not care how often I sell them for as much. When Mrs. Bramston has 
read them through I will sell them again. (92)

#63—Corinne, ou L’Italie: I recommended him to read Corinna. (167, 
407)

#78—Yesterday moreover brought us Mrs. Grant’s Letters, with Mr. 
White’s Compts.—But I have disposed of them, Compts & all, for the 
first fortnight to Miss Papillon—& among so many readers or retainers 
of Books as we have in Chawton, I dare say there will be no difficulty in 
getting rid of them for another fortnight if necessary. (207, 418-9)

On Writing

#10—Battleridge: An Historical Tale Founded on Facts. By a lady 
of quality. (1799): she says that Battleridge is not to come out before 
January; & she is so little satisfied with Cawthorn’s dilatoriness that she 
never means to employ him again. (17, 375)

#36—“my adventures”: My adventures since I wrote last, have not been 
very numerous; but such as they are, they are much at your service. (88, 
391)

#71—No indeed, I am never too busy to think of S&S. I can no more 
forget it, than a mother can forget her sucking child; & am much obliged 
to you for your enquiries. I have had two sheets to correct, but the last 
only brings us to W.s first appearance. (190)

#79—[P&P:] my own darling Child (210, 419)

#79—Now I will try to write of something else [MP];—it shall be a 
complete change of subject—Ordination…If you cd discover whether 
Northamptonshire is a Country of Hedgerows, I shd be glad again. (210, 
420)

#99—[Advice to Anna on writing:] And I do not like a Lover’s speaking 
in the 3d person; it is too much like the formal part of Lord Orville, & I 
think it is not natural. [Evelina] (278, 439)

#109—Your trying to excite your own feelings by a visit to his room 
amused me excessively.—The dirty Shaving Rag was exquisite!—Such 
a circumstance ought to be in print. Much too good to be lost.— (294)

#132—The comic part of the Character I might be equal to, but not 
the Good, the Enthusiastic, the Literary. Such a Man’s Conversation 
must at times be on subjects of Science & Philosophy of which I know 
nothing—or at least be occasionally abundant in quotations & allusions 
which a Woman, who like me, knows only her own Mother-tongue & 
has read very little in that, would be totally without the power of giv-
ing…..And I think I may boast myself to be, with all possible Vanity, 
the most unlearned, & uninformed Female who ever dared to be an 
Authoress. (319)

#138—I could no more write a Romance than an Epic Poem.—I could 
not sit seriously down to write a serious Romance under any other mo-
tive than to save my Life, & if it were indispensable for me to keep it up 
& never relax into laughing at myself or other people, I am sure I should 
be hung before I had finished the first Chapter.—No—I must keep to my 
own style & go my own Way; and though I may never succeed again in 
that, I am convinced that I should totally fail in any other. (326)

#149—comments on James-Edward’s novel, which survives. (339-40, 
462)

#79—Elizabeth: as delightful a creature as ever appeared in print (210, 
419)

#80—[on P&P:] The work is rather too light & bright & sparkling;—
it wants shade;—it wants to be stretched out here & there with a 
long Chapter—of sense if it could be had, if not of solemn specious 
nonsense—about something unconnected with the story; an Essay on 
Writing, a critique on Walter Scott, or the history of Buonaparte—or 
anything that would form a contrast & bring the reader with increased 
delight to the playfulness & Epigrammatism of the general stile. —I 
doubt your quite agreeing with me here—I know your starched No-
tions.—The caution observed at Steventon with regard to the possession 
of the Book is an agreable surprise to me, & I heartily wish it may be 
the means of saving you from everything unpleasant;—but you must be 
prepared for the Neighborhood being perhaps already informed of there 
being such a Work in the World, & in the Chawton World! (212)

#104—[Advice to Anna:] but “Enthusiasm” was something so very 
superior that every common Title must appear to disadvantage. The last 
Chapter does not please us quite so well; we do not thoroughly like the 
Play; perhaps from having had too much of Plays in that way lately.—
And we think you had better not leave England. Let the Portmans go to 
Ireland, but as you know nothing of the Manners there, you had better 
not go with them. You will be in danger of giving false representa-
tions… (280, 439)

#111—by writing a close Imitation of “Self Control” as soon as I can;—
I will Improve upon it;—my Heroine shall not merely be wafted down 
an American river in a boat by herself, she shall cross the Atlantic in the 
same way, & never stop till she reaches Gravesent.— (295, 443)

#153—Miss Catherine is put upon the Shelve for the present, and I do 
not know that she will ever come out; but I have a something ready for 
publication, which may perhaps appear about a twelvemonth hence. 
(348)

#79—[P&P:] a “said he” or a “said she” would sometimes make the 
Dialogue more immediately clear—but “I do not write for such dull 
Elves as have not a great deal of Ingenuity themselves.” [misquotation 
of Marmion] (210, 419)

#113—I wish other people of my acquaintance could compose as rapidly 
(296-297)

#145—And how good Mrs. West could have written such Books & 
collected so many hard words, with all her family cares, is still more a 
matter of astonishment! Composition seems to me Impossible, with a 
head full of Joints of Mutton & does of rhubarb. [Mrs. Jane West] (336)

#155—Pictures of perfection, as you know, make me sick and wicked 
(350)

#107—[Anna’s heroine is] too solemn and good (287)

#79—lopt & cropt [P&P] (210, 419)

#108—more comments on Anna’s writing (288-9) #114—nothing can be compared to the misery of being bound without 
Love, bound to one, & preferring another. That is a Punishment which 
you do not deserve… (299)

#146—Uncle Henry writes very superior Sermons.—You & I must try 
to get hold of one or two, & put them into our Novels;—it would be a 
fine help to a volume; & we could make our Heroine read it aloud of a 
Sunday Evening, just as well as Isabella Wardour in the Antiquary, is 
made to read the History of the Hartz Demon in the ruins of St. Ruth—
tho’ I believe, upon recollection, Lovell is the Reader. [The Antiquary 
(1816)] (337)

#155—You may perhaps like the Heroine [Anne Elliot], as she is almost 
too good for me. (350)#109—And, as to their being any objection from his Goodness, from the 

danger of his becoming even Evangelical, I cannot admit that. I am by 
no means convinced that we ought not all to be Evangelicals, & am at 
least persuaded that they who are so from Reason and Feeling, must be 
happiest & safest.—Do not be frightened from the connection by your 
brothers having most wit. Wisdom is better than Wit, & in the long run 
will certainly have the laugh on her side; & don’t be frightened by the 
idea of his acting more strictly up to the precepts of the New Testament 

#85—JA finds a portrait, a Jane Bennet lookalike (222)

#114—Thank you—but it is not settled yet whether I do hazard a 2d 
edition. We are to see Egerton today, when it will probably be deter-
mined.—People are more ready to borrow & praise, than to buy—which 
I cannot wonder at; but tho’ I like praise as well as anybody, I like what 
Edward calls Pewter too.—I hope he continues careful of his Eyes and 

#86—I have something in hand [MP]—which I hope on the credit of 
P.&P. will sell well, tho’ not half so entertaining. (226)

#109—And now, my dear Fanny, having written so much on one side 
of the question, I shall turn round & entreat you not to commit yourself 
farther, & not to think of accepting him unless you really do like him. 
Anything is to be preferred or endured rather than marrying without 
Affection… (292)

#114—I cannot suppose we differ in our ideas of the Christian Religion. 
You have given an excellent description of it. We only affix a different 
meaning to the Word Evangelical. (300)

#109—but it is no creed of mine, as you must be well aware, that such 
sort of Disappointments [in love] kill anybody. (293) #115—advice to Caroline on writing (300)

Theatricals

#70—Shakespeare: …in consequence of a very unlucky change of the 
Play for this night—Hamlet instead of King John—& we are to go on 
Monday to Macbeth, instead, but it is a disappointment to us both. (189)

#87—The Clandestine Marriage (1766) & Midas: An English Burletta 
(1764): The latter will be a fine show for L. & M.—They revelled last 
night in Don Juan...my delight was very tranquil. (228, 426)

#97—Shylock.—A good play for Fanny. She cannot be much affected I 
think. [The Merchant of Venice] (267, 435 #99—The Farmer’s Wife [1814] is a Musical thing in 3 Acts… (272

#71—The Hypocrite (1768): …& saw The Hypocrite, an old play taken 
from Moliere’s Tartuffe, & were well entertained. (192, 413)

#87—The Boarding-House; or, Five Hours at Brighton, in 3 acts—of 
which one was over before we arrived, none the worse— (228, 426)

#98—Illusion; or, The Trances of Nourjahad: We were too much tired to 
stay for the whole of Illusion (Nourjahad), which has three acts;—there 
is a great deal of finery & dancing in it, but I think little merit. (269, 
436)

#112—Isabella; or, The Fatal Marriage (1776): We were all at the Play 
last night, to see Miss O’neal in Isabella. (296, 444)

#87—The Beehive, rather less flat & trumpery. (228, 426)
#98—We are to see “the Devil to pay” [1731] tonight. I expect to be 
very much amused…I dare say Artaxerxes [1762] will be very tiresome. 
(271, 436)

Misc References

#21—Dr. Johnson: So much for Mrs.Piozzi. I had some thoughts of 
writing the whole of my letter in her stile, but I believe I shall not. (46)

#50—I could not do without a Syringa, for the sake of Cowper’s line. 
(124)

#89—“T’is Night & the Landscape is lovely no more” [reference to 
James Beattie’s The Hermit] (235) #94—There has been one infallible Pope in the World. (256, 432)

#99—[slight misquotation from the comic poem The Peacock ‘At 
Home’ (1807)]: Such will be my Costume of Vine leaves & paste. (273, 
436)

#146—& tell him also—‘tell him what you will’; No, don’t tell him 
what you will, but tell him… [Which is the Man? Cowley] (338, 461)

#93—No, I have never seen the death of Mrs. Crabbe. I have only just 
been making out from one of his prefaces [To The Borough (1810)] that 
he probably was married. (253, 431)

“The Papers”

#25—The Sun: You will see the account in the Sun I dare say. (59) #39—the Morning Post (393) #43—so say the papers (104) #53—story in the papers (137) #64—The Times, The Kentish Gazzette (171) #71—Eliza’s party is in the paper (192)

#60—the Salisbury paper (157) #66—the Portsmouth paper (178) #73—the papers say ( 196)
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